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In the context of a project supported by the European Commission, on the subject of “History after the Fall”, the Hannah Arendt Institute for Research on Totalitarianism (at the Technical University of Dresden, Germany), is offering a workshop on the topic of “Fascism and Communism”.

For a long time, the authoritarian and totalitarian systems of individual countries have been represented separately. The division of Europe in East and West has been used as a parameter by historians. This also regards the treatment of Mussolini’s fascism, and communism. Only recently has scholarly research begun making use of a comparative perspective – such as by making regional, time-related, system-related comparisons, etc. –, since only this method allows a correct understanding and evaluation of many phenomena. East Central Europe is connected with Western and South East Europe by the experience of a dictatorship, and still the need to come to terms with that dictatorship.

This workshop will deal with the single phases of Mussolini’s fascism and of communism. Also, the parallels, coherences and influences on each other of both dictatorships will be analyzed.

Among others, the following subjects will be treated:

Fascism and Marxism-Leninism in power

Marxist theories on Fascism

Fascism and the Soviet Union

Fascism and Bolshevism

Traces and coming to terms with Fascism and Communism

Next to these two dictatorships, also other totalitarian and authoritarian regimes of the first half of the twentieth century will be treated. Similarities in the totalitarian experience as well as differences in the present-day receiving of the authoritarian regimes in Poland and Hungary will be clarified with the examples of the authoritarian regimes of Józef Piłsudski in Poland and Miklós Horthy in Hungary. Furthermore, parallels and influences on each other of Fascism, Franquism and National Socialism will be shown. The workshop is meant to show how strong – despite all differences – the common features of the single European dictatorships were.

The colloquial language in this workshop will be English. Travel expenses can be refunded. Board and lodgings will be provided.

Main course and post-graduate students interested in this workshop are requested to send their brief abstracts (up to 15 lines), until June 30, to the following email address:

Katarzyna.Stoklosa@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
