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General overview about the Conflict:

The War: 
Late afternoon, October the 2nd 1935 Rom, the sirens began to wail and the church bells rang. Roman citizen’s daily life was interrupted by an ear-splitting noise which announced “Il Duce`s” important speech to the nation.

Immediately the entire fascist propaganda machine was acti​vated-- airplanes of the “Regia Aeronautica” (the royal air force) flew in   spectacular formation and the city’s popula​tion was mobilized by radio announcements into assembly at various fascist leisure organisations. 

At 6.30 p.m. Benito Mussolini appeared on the little balcony of “Palazzo Venezia”-- his favoured forum-- to invoke the spirit of the nation while  emphasizing  the “injustice” played on the Italian people--the withholding of the Italians  “Place in the Sun” and that it  would  soon come to an end.  40 years of patience with Ethiopia were exhausted. 

The collective Italian memory still had to struggle with the battle of Adua and the Italian armies’ shameful defeat against the inferior Ethiopian forces in 1896. 
Mussolini used the border disputes of Ual Ual of 1935 as an opportunity to march into Abyssinia without any declaration of war.

The military conflict was immediately characterized by the obvious imbalance of resources.  The modern equipped and mo​torized Italian army with an air force of approx. 450 air​planes towered over an Abyssinian heap of riders and tribe warriors armed with spears and outdated rifles. At the begin​ning, approx. 250,000 Abyssinians fought against the Italian armed force of 235.000. At the end of the war the Italians stood 417,000 strong—double that of their rivals.  The Ital​ian troops used mustard gas as a weapon of mass destruction even against the civil population.  

Between 350,000 and 760,000 of the total 10 million Abyssin​ians were killed in the conflict. as in other cases of mass murder crimes, figures cannot be completely precise. After the 7th month of war, the new Italian colony “Africa Orien​tale Italiana” was founded. In this period the first Italian racist statutes were introduced, punctuated by the prohibi​tion of "mixed marriages" between Italians and Africans.  

A number of historians have agreed that this war held dis​tinct dimensions of genocide which could be traced to the growing radicalisation of Italian Fascism and its effect on totalitarian ideology.  

Contemporary observers saw, likewise, a historical turning point from the east-African war in regards to the use of vio​lence.  

The German colonel and lecturer of military-academy in Mu​nich, Rudolf von Xylander, described the war as the “first modern war of extermination on colonial soil”.

How did the National Socialists judge these developments in international politics? Germany was no longer a member of the League of Nations and could take a neutral stance. However, in 1934 strong animosities still existed be​tween National So​cialism and Italian Fascism, due to the question of South Ty​rol. Nevertheless, during the course of the Abyssinia con​flict, Italy disassociated itself from the western democra​cies and drew itself towards National Socialism and the cur​rent ideologies of Germany at that time. This relationship later took shape in the form of the “Berlin-Rome axis.”

How can the potential relationship between these two powers be seen as a step towards a totalitarian ideology? 

Research of National Socialist appraisals, particularly with regard to colonial racism in Abyssinia, could show congru​en​cies or dissonances between the two regimes, and explain the extent to which a rapport between two regimes started to de​velop.

In the following passages I would like to describe the view​point of Germany- in particular, the national-Socialist view-point in regard to the events in Africa 1935-1940. 

My resource material comes from both published and unpub​lished documents available in the political archives of the German ministry of foreign affairs, the federal archives and in the public domain.     

Publications about the Italian Abyssinian war in Germany:

A remarkable number of publications were available in regard to the Abyssinian conflict and the similarities between Ital​ian and German prodigal for occupation during fascist re​gimes. 

I found 38 books on this subject, published in Germany be​tween 1935 and 1940, alone. The growing interest in Abyssinia and the Italian-Abyssinian conflict between the aforemen​tioned years is noteworthy- that in the early part of that century-very few in German letters,  apart from isolated Ger​man explorers, paid  any attention to the distant “Horn of Africa”. 

The growing focus on this subject in Germany was mainly stressed in four fields of thought:

(Translations of Italian Publications/ Military Observations/ World Politics/ Colonial Politics).     

The 1st field consists of books by   prominent political fig​ures of Italian Fascism:

· The memoirs and war diaries of the key protagonists of the Abyssinian War, Marshal Emilio de Bono (supreme com​mander of initial phases of the war)and his successor Marshal Pietro Badoglio ,Viceroy of Ethiopia in 1936. 
· the books “Marsh to Gondar” by then Party Secretary, Achille Starace and 

· “Bomber over Abyssinia” written by Mussolini’s son Vitto​rio Mussolini, who had fought in the war as a pilot alongside his brother Bruno.

· In 1940, the war diaries of  minister of education Giuseppe Bottai, the “humanistic stream” representive of Italian facism, were published,

· As were those of Rodolfo Graziani the governor of Addis Abeba.

The 2nd Field are Publications from a military and strategic view-point:

The afore-mentioned lecturer of Munich’s military academy, Rudolf von Xylander wrote of the conquest OF Abyssinia.  Xy​lander admired the public mobilization of the Italian people   by Mussolini’s propaganda machine and the various tools of the fascist regime to train its citizens to become a people of soldiers- a new breed, the „nuovo italiano."

It was his leanings toward the propagandistic slogans which made him turn a blind eye to the main reason for Italians success in the war- namely, the technological and military monopoly over a relatively meagre opponent armed with primi​tive weapons.

Leopold Petz, an employee of the “Außenpolitische Amt” of the NSDAP — also known as “Amt Rosenberg” - wrote in a report about Italian war propaganda of the obvious contradiction be​tween a tank and a thrown spear.

The 3rd Field of research involves a select group of German writers, private scholars and journalists who were publishing their views in 1935, amidst the heat of the conflict. 

The common-thread connecting each, was an expressed under​standing of the global significance of this conflict, and a focus on the long term effects of the Italian and Abyssinian problem.

· For example, journalist and private scholar, Friedrich Wencker, published a book entitled „Abyssinia, the pow​der keg of Africa.” 

· The author Erich Lahse named Ethiopia "the focus of world politics"

· The Czech lawyer and historian, Roman von Prochàzka called the country „the black danger" in a book of the same title. 

· All authors called the conquering and colonalization of Ethiopia, “a European cultural mission” as considered by the Italian government at that time, while Petz called it one of the fundamentals of fascist nationalist focus.

In this particular context, the facts that slavery still ex​isted in Abyssinia, and that they were far behind Europeans level of technological and economical development, were used as leverage in turning the public against the Abyssinian population.

Petz judged the effectiveness of this propaganda strategy as one which was focused on whites vs. coloured.  This obvious racism became a subject of protest from many democratic Euro​pean nations.  As a result, Italy chose to re-evaluate its political course in this matter, as not to lose powerful sup​port from abroad.

The “white versus black” issue was also a hot debate in Ger​many, as illustrated by the defamatory pamphlet by   Pro​chàzka. Prochàzka had spent a year as a lawyer at the inter​nationally mixed Court of Justice of Adis Abeba in 1934.  

He cites in his book,”the black danger,” a   1927 convention in Brussels a newly- founded group called the "league of the coloured peoples against the suppression of imperialism", which he considered to be a black conspiracy that would in​evitably develop into a black pan-movement   aiming at the destruction of the white man and pointed to Ethiopia as the hotbed for this seed to grow.

According to Prochàzka only a "collective front" of "white race" states could prevent the increase of these growing cur​rents. 

Prochàzka described the Ethiopians as "wild animals" and as the worst enemies of the "white man"-- incapable of reaching a higher cultural stage.  

Italy’s future policies on apartheid carried points already stressed indirectly by Prochàzka.

4th Field the Italian Colony “Africa Orientale Italiana” 

The National Socialists paid increasingly more attention to the colonial policy of the Italians at that time and the ra​cial policies executed there were deemed a positive step by the national socialist party. 

In a set of articles in the “Rassenpolitische Auslandskorre​spondenz”( the paper of the “Rassenpolitische Amt”)  between the autumn and winter of  1936  - - the issue was brought up several times for discussion.

An unknown author published an article in December 1936 which was entitled "Fascism on the way to active racial policy" 

The author judged the situation in Italy as one which the ra​cial problems can be ignored as long as one was not actively confronted with them. 

However, upon witnessing the colonial structure at work in Abyssinia first hand, one could see the urgent remedy re​quired for the “evil of the mixed marriages,” which was al​ready becoming more and more common and was seen as a threat to Italy’s colonial stronghold in the country.   

The author mentions the discrepancies between Italy’s racial policies and the sexual behaviour of its soldiers, construc​tion workers and early settlers during the occupation.

Dr. Rudolf Schottenloher, a researcher of the “Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut für Züchtungsforschung” (Berlin Müncheberg), speaks further of the dangers of “mixing”.

Between the years 1937-38, Schottenloher joined in an expedi​tion through Abyssinia. In a private discussion with a German diplomat in Rome, he judged the racial-policy of the Italians as not completely successful due to the  young Italian sol​diers unscrupulous sexual contact with black ladies—going so far as to parade openly in public with them arm in arm- a di​rect violation of what the regime considered  “acceptable be​haviour”.          

Other contemporary observers, such as Herbert Mueller Jena saw the governments earlier colonial activities as being a prototype for the anti-Semitic racist laws later adopted in 1938 on Italian home soil. 

Adolf Dresler, a national socialist who worked with Rosenberg and who was also the German biographer of Mussolini, as well, saw the situation in the Italian colonies and in Italy as a positive step forward toward a possible Italian--German part​nership.      

Conclusions

In conclusion of my findings of the national socialist view​point in regards to the Italian-Abyssinian conflict -I stress these points . . . 

Germany did not interfere directly into the conflict between Italy and Abyssinia; nevertheless there arose a strong inter​est for a co-operation between Italy and Germany which later came to fruition with the Berlin- Rome axis. 

The key points of Italian racial policy were noted by na​tional socialists as well as the acceptance of the Propaganda strategies of the Italian fascists.

in a letter written by  Ulrich von Hassel(German Ambassador in Rome) to Joseph Goebbels on 8 October 1935- after a meet​ing between  Hassel and Dino Alifieri,   state secretary for press and propaganda  in Italy, he requests that Germany cease in continuing its anti-Italian propaganda—therefore hushing up all Italian wrong doings to the German publics ears.

Further, in regards to the theme: "Fascism, Communism and Consolidation of Democracy," there lies yet another concern worthy of note:

There was never a correct legal tribunal set up in dealing with the war crimes committed by the Italian fascists in Ethiopia. As Swiss historian, Aram Mattioli pointed out in the weekly paper “die Zeit,” on Sept. 22, 2005, in an article entitled, “Der unrichtbare Dritte” (the unjudged third): no repercussions, such as those met by Germany in Nürnberg after the second world war, were suffered by the Italians for their actions  

Rather the opposite happened as in the case of war criminal Marshal Badoglio, the man who introduced the use of chemical warfare into the Abyssinian conflict, who was publicly sup​ported by the likes of Winston Churchill. The lack of public criticism unfortunately perpetuated the myth of the brave Italian, although historical facts prove otherwise in this case.  

To this day, the “see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil” reactions by Europeans during the years 1935-40  continues as history seems to have forgotten its responsabilites to the atrocities that occurred in Ethiopia as it has turned a blind eye on its collective memory in regards to the “third world.”
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