History, Memory, and Amnesia in Post World War Two Europe:

The Case of the Holocaust

Course Instructor: Mihai Chioveanu (PhD)

The present course aims at familiarizing the students with the traumatic, as well as intricate, issue of remembering the Holocaust. The classes are organized around a group of core readings. Everyone in the class is expected to keep current with the readings (the reader is already in the library), in order to participate in the discussion. In addition, each week one or more member(s) of the class will act as rapporteur(s) to lunch the class discussion. The rapporteur will prepare a written synopsis (maximum 1 page single spaced) of the important points for the discussion. This synopsis should not only synthesize the contents of the reading, but should also attempt to raise some of the more important methodological or theoretical issues suggested by the week’s reading. The synopsis may be sent to other class participants as an e-mail attachment, and is due no later than 24 hours prior to the class discussion he or she will lead. Topics for these oral presentations will be assigned in the first class.

Paper (4000-5000 words)

The paper may either be a historiographical essay on one of the topics related to the problem of history and memory, or it may be a research paper analyzing texts, exhibits, museums, or other examples of the construction of history or of memory, or of any form of commemoration and representation. Topics must be discussed with me in advance. A one-page proposal for your paper is due on December 15, and your paper is due January 20.

Evaluation

Class participation   20%

Presentation             30%

Final Paper               50%

Readings:

I.  History/Narrative/Memory: some theoretical considerations

· Hutton, Patrick H., “Maurice Halbwachs as Historian of Collective Memory,” in idem, History as an Art of Memory *Hanover, VT: Up of New England, 1993), p. 73-90.

· Lowenthal, David. The Past is a Foreign Country (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), p. 185-259.

· Gillis, John R., “Memory and Identity: The History of a Relationship,” in idem. (ed.),  Commemorations: The Politics of National Identity (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994) p. 12-28.   

· White, Hayden. “The Fictions of Factual Representations”, in Tropics of Discourse. Essays in Cultural Criticism (Baltimore, MD: The John Hopkins University Press, 1990), p. 121-34. 

II. Commemorating the “Great War”

· Winter, Jay, “Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning”, The Great War in European Cultural History (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1995), p. 78-116.

· Bartov, Omer, “The European Imagination in the Age of Total War”, in Murder in Our Midst. The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996), p. 33-50.

· Susanne Brandt, “The Memory Makers: Museums and Exhibitions of the First World War”, in The Great War in European Cultural History , p. 95-122.

IV. The “Historikerstreit” and the “Historicization” of the Holocaust

· Selections from: Historikerstreit. Forever in the Shadow of Hitler? Original Documents of the Historikerstreit, the Controversy Concerning the Singularity of the Holocaust (Atlantic Highlands, N.J.: Humanities Press, 1993).

1. Nolte, Ernst. “Between Historical Legend and Revisionism? The Third Reich in the Perspective of 1980.”

2. Nolte, Ernst. “The past That Will Not Pass: A Speech That Could Be Written but Not Delivered.”

3. Habermas, Jürgen. “A Kind of Settlement of Damages: The Apologetic Tendencies in German History Writing.”

4. Hildebrand, Klaus. “The Age of Tyrans: History and Politics: The Administrators of the Enlightenment, the Risk of Scholarship, and the Preservation of a Worldview. A Reply to Jürgen Habermas.”

5. Nolte, Ernst. “Letter to the Editor of Die Zeit,August 1, 1986.”

6. Habermas, Jürgen. “Letter to the Editor of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, August 11, 1986.”

7. Jäckel, Eberfhard. “The Impoverished Practice of insinuation: The Singular Aspect of National-Socialist Crimes Cannot Be Denied.”

8. Nolte, Ernst. “Standing Things on Their Heads: Against Negative Nationalism in Interpreting History.”

9. Hillgruber, Andreas. “No Questions Are Forbidden to Research.”

10. Habermas, Jürgen. “On the Public Use of History: The Official Self-Understanding of the Federal republic Is Breaking Up.”

· Eley, Geoff. “Nazism, Politics and Public Memory: Thoughts on the West German Historikerstreit  1986-1987.” Past and present 121 (Nov. 1988), p. 171-208.

V. The Holocaust, Memory, and Problems of Representations (I)/The “Limits” of Literary Representations

· Bartov, Omer. “Intellectuals on Auschwitz: Memory, History, and Truth.” Murder in Our    Midst. The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996), p. 115-36.

· White, Hayden. “Historical Emplotment and the Problem of Truth.” Probing The Limits of Representation. Nazism and the “Final Solution.” Saul Friedländer ed., (Cambridge, Mass. and London, England: Harvard University Press, 1992), p. 37-53.

· Jay, Martin. “Of Plots, Witnesses, and Judgments.” Probing The Limits of Representation, Nazism and the “Final Solution.” Saul Friedländer ed., (Cambridge, Mass. and London, England: Harvard University Press, 1992), p. 97-107.

· Lang, Berel. “The Representation of Limits.” Probing The Limits of Representation, Nazism and the “Final Solution.” Saul Friedländer ed., (Cambridge, Mass. and London, England: Harvard University Press, 1992), p. 300-317.

VI. The Holocaust, Memory, and Problems of Representation (II)/The Holocaust, Memory and the Feature Film  

· Screening and preliminary discussions of the film Schindler’s List, by Steven Spielberg;

· Kaes, Anton. “Holocaust and the End of History: Postmodern Historiography in Cinema.” Probing The Limits of Representation. Nazism and the “Final Solution.” Saul Friedländer ed.,  (Cambridge, Mass. and London, England: Harvard University Press, 1992), p. 206-22.

· Gellately, Robert. “Between Exploitation, Rescue, and Annihilation: Reviewing Schindler’s List.”, in Central European History 26.4 (1994), p. 475-89.

· Thomas Keneally, Schindler’s List (Emisphere Publisher Limited, 1982)

* One student will read an comment the novel and underline the main differences with the film

VII. The Holocaust, Memory, and Problems of Representation (III)/The Holocaust, Memory and the Documentary Film

· Screening - followed by class debate and discussions - of Into the Arms of Strangers. Stories of the Kindertransport, by Deborah Openheimer
*Readings to be distributed

VIII. The Holocaust, Memory, and Problems of Representation (IV)/The Holocaust, Memory and Film

· Further discussion of Schildler’s List and Into the Arms of Strangers

· Hartmann, Geoffrey H. “The Cinema Animal. On Spielberg’s Schildler’s List.” The Longest Shadow. In The Aftermath of the Holocaust (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994), p. 82-98.

· Eley, Geoff and Grossmann Atina, “Watching Schildler’s List: Not the Last World.” New German Critique; Spring-Summer 1997.

· Ulf Zander, “Holocaust at the Limits Historical Culture and the Nazi genocide in the Television Era”, in Klas-Gorän Karlsson & Ulf Zander, Echoes of the Holocaust. Historical cultures in Contemporary Europe, (Nordic Academic Press, 2003), p. 255-293. 
IX. Remembering and Commemorating the Holocaust

· Young, James E. “The Texture of memory. Holocaust Memorials and Meaning.” Writing and Rewriting the Holocaust. Narrative and the Consequences of Interpretation. Jewish Literature and Culture (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1990), p. 172-89. 

· Bunzl, Matti. “On the Politics and Semantics of Austrian Memory: Vienna’s Monument Against War and Fascism.” History and Memory 7.2 (Fall/Winter 1996): 7-40.

· Benz, Wolfgang. “Postwar Society and National Socialism: Remembrance, Amnesia, Rejection,”in Tel Aviver Jahrbuch Für Deutsche Geschichte, edited by Shulamit Volkov and Frank Stern (Tel Aviv: Bleicher Verlag, 1990), 1-12.

· Herf, Jeffrey. “Divided Memory. The Nazi Past in the Two Germanys.” Unpublished paper, 1997.

· Par Frohnert, “The presence of the Holocaust. Vergagenheitsbewaltigung in West Germany, East Germany, and Austria”, in Klas-Gorän Karlsson & Ulf Zander, Echoes of the Holocaust. Historical cultures in Contemporary Europe, (Nordic Academic Press, 2003), p. 81-115. 
X. The Politics of Memory in Israel

· Mikael Tossavainen, „Calendar, Context and Commemoration. Establishing an Israeli Holocaust Rememberance Day ”, in Klas-Gorän Karlsson & Ulf Zander, Echoes of the Holocaust. Historical cultures in Contemporary Europe (Nordic Academic Press, 2003), p. 59-81.

· Annette Wieviorka, „From survivor to witness: voices from the Shoah”, in Jay Winter & Emmanuel Sulivan eds., War and Remembrance in the Twentieth Century  (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999), p. 125-139.

· Dalia Ofer, “Tormented Memories. The Holocaust Memory in Israel: A Case Study”, in Klas-Gorän Karlsson & Ulf Zander eds., Holocaust Heritage. Inquiries into European Historical Cultures (Riga: Preses Nams, 2004), 105-127. 
XI. France and the “Vichy Syndrome”?

· Erna Paris, “Through a Glass Darkly: France”, in idem., Long Shadows. Thruth, Lies and History (New York: Bloomsbury, 2001), p. 74-122.

· Golsan, Richard J. “Introduction.”Ed. Richard J. Golsan. Memory, the Holocaust and French Justice. Hanover, NH: UP of New England, 1996, 1-49.

· Kaplan, Alice Y. “Introduction,” in Remembering in Vain. The Klaus Barbie Trial and Crimes Against Humanity, by Alain Finkelkraut, translated by Lapidus and Sima Godfrey (New York: Columbia University Press, 1992), ix-xxxvi.

XII. Summation: Problems and Perspectives of History and Memory in post-war Europe

· Judt, Tony. “The Past is Another Country: Myth and Memory in Postwar Europe.” Daedalus 121.4 (Fall 1992): 83-118.

· Erna Paris, “Who will own the Holocaust?”, in idem., Long Shadows. Truth, Lies and History (New York: Bloomsbury, 2001), p. 312-316.

· Klas-Gorän Karlsson, “The Holocaust as a Problem of Historical Culture”, in Klas-Gorän Karlsson & Ulf Zander, Echoes of the Holocaust. Historical Cultures in Contemporary Europe (Nordic Academic Press, 2003), p. 9-59.
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