Approximations 1

Fascism

(Syllabus for Spring Semester 2004/2005)

The members of the class will have the opportunity to revisit one of the major political doctrines and regimes of the twentieth century. Fascism will be analyzed in the mirror of the demise of Communism. Fascism, as an unavoidable heritage of the twenty-first century, will be taken seriously. 

Members of the class will be asked to read and interpret important classical and recent texts, watch and analyze classic and recent films and will visit both real and virtual exhibitions.

The participants will be connected to participants of Professor Mihai Chiovenau’s “History and Memory” seminar at the Goldstein Goren Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Bucharest. In fact, our course will be part of a so-called “parallel seminar”, which would provide the opportunity for close cooperation. In the course of the academic year Professor Chiovenau will take part at some of the seminars, and some of the students will have the opportunity to meet students from the other seminar.

Students are expected to write one page long position papers for each class, and write a serious final paper at the end of the semester, based on some archival research in the Open Society Archives. 

Topics and readings:

The shadow of totalitarianism.

Reading: 

Hannah Arendts, The Origin of Totalitarianism.

Samantha Power, The Lesson of Hannah Arendt in: the New York Review of Books, April 29, 2004.
Seymour Martin Lipset; Gyorgy Bence: Anticipations of the Failure of Communism. Theory and Society, Vol. 23, No. 2, Special Issue on the Theoretical Implications of the Demise of State Socialism. (Apr., 1994), pp. 169-210.

Urtexts.

Georges Sorel, Sergio Panunzio, Curzio Malaparte, Giovanni Gentile, Filippo Marinetti, Marco Bontempelli, Ernst Junger, Gregor Strasser, Alfred Rosenberg, Carl Schmitt, Martin Heidegger, Oswald Mosley, Primo de Rivera, Gerge Valois, Corneliu Codreanu

Reactions

Karl Polanyi, Erich Fromm, Barrington Moore

Fascism and the destruction of the European Jewry

Readings:

Hannah Arendt: Eichamann in Jerusalem

Christopher Browning: The Origin of the Final Solution (excerpts)

Giorgio Agamben: Remnants of Auschwitz. The Witness and the Archive

Transcripts of the Eichmann trial.

Mirror Images:

Readings:

Francois Furet and Ernst Nolte, Fascism and Communism

Henry Rousso, Richard  Golsan, Lucy Golsan, Thomas Hilde, Peter Rogers,


Stalinism and Nazism: History and Memory Compared 

Recent attempts of interpretation:

Readings:

Robert O. Paxton: The Anatomy of Fascism (excerpts)

Michael Mann: Fascists (excerpts)

Plus:

German expressionist films, Nazi and Italian Propaganda films, Documentaries by the US and British psychological warfare units, Soviet anti-fascist fiction films, Hungarian, Greek and Spanish home-movies.

Visit to the “House of Terror” and the OSA virtual “Gulag” exhibition.

In class work would count as 30% toward the final grade, position papers 40%, final paper 30%.
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