Fascism, anti-Semitism, and Holocaust in Romania.

Seminar Instructor: Mihai Chioveanu

Description:

Fascism, anti-Semitism, and Holocaust, nonetheless the “conundrum” that represents the relationship amid them, continue to fascinate the modern reader. An all-multitude of studies notwithstanding, the three phenomena mentioned above remain largely obscured. To many scholars they still appear as “labyrinths with one entrance and numerous exits.” Accordingly, so complex the issues may be looked at from different perspectives. 

The general portraits of fascism, anti-Semitism, and Holocaust” are comprehensive but, paradoxically, limited in scope and lacking in integration. Despite the significant variety of theories and paradigms existing in the western literature, little is known about the marginal, exotic, fanatic, anarchic, religious and mystical, inconsistent yet very popular East European variants of fascism, and anti-Semitism. Moreover, the above grasp of features tends to become a suitable substitute to an articulated paradigm. The situation is even worst when it comes to the Holocaust.

The seminar intends to examine Romanian fascism, anti-Semitism, and the Romanian chapter of the Holocaust in a combined European-national context. Designed as to familiarise the students with the three issues, the seminar will approach a handful of themes, such as the “obsessive” anti-Semitism, the generational conflict, the emergence of fascism as part of the nation-building process, the unclear and problematic ideology of fascism, and so on.

By and large, the selection of themes and the interpretation that derives from them aims first to explore and then synthesise various aspects hitherto neglected, rapidly discarded or, conversely, overemphasised by historians when they refer the above-mentioned topics. Issues and concepts from political science, sociology, cultural anthropology and history are included since they may shed a new light, provide a new range of nuances, and offer a different dimension to the understanding of “Greater Romania,” and thus facilitate the comprehension of the context that generated, scattered and encouraged Fascism and anti-Semitism, nonetheless made the Holocaust possible.

The seminar also seeks to highlight, by means of asymmetric comparison, and by recurring to established methodologies and historical narratives, how Romanian Fascism, anti-Semitism, and the Romanian Holocaust are similar to or differs from other European variants. When “taking on board” the interpretative framework and the current state of knowledge in other cases the intention is not to test several “overarching” western theories, but rather to determine if proper to use similar methods of analysis and raise similar questions in order to understand the Romanian case.

The seminar consists in a two-hour session (lecture and seminar) per week, over one semester, as well as on individual study. For each class, a set of required readings is assigned. The readings cover a large variety of classic, as well as more recent, interpretations of Romanian fascism, anti-Semitism, and the Holocaust. In some cases conflicting interpretations have been intentionally chosen in order to illustrate the variety of viewpoints in history and political science. Required readings represent the basis for class discussions. Students are strongly encouraged to familiarize themselves with these readings. Additional readings intended to guide students’ individual work for class presentations, the final research paper, and take home examination paper will be indicated during classes.

Individual assignments:

1. Oral presentation: (10-15 minutes), 15% 

Each member of the class will act as a rapporteur to launch one discussion. On the basis of wider reading and thought, the rapporteur will prepare a written synopsis (maximum 1 page single space) of the important points for the discussion. This synopsis is due one day prior to the class discussion he or she will lead and has to be e-mailed to all participants in the seminar. In class, the rapporteur will set the assigned readings in historiographical and logical context, and identify major issues for discussion. Topics for these oral presentations will be assigned in the first class. 

2. Class Participation

Students must read the required readings indicated for the respective class. Participation in the class debate is expected from every student, since all must provide evidence that they have done the required readings.

 *Presence is mandatory and represents 10% of the final grade. In case of medical emergencies or personal problems please inform the seminar instructor in due time in order to arrange for a rapporteur who might replace you and/or for a deadline extension. 

3. Final Paper (15 pages/3,500 words), 50%

This will not be a research paper but a review essay embodying critical evaluation of the work of some student of fascism, or of works concerning a single issue or hypothesis. Topics for the paper must be discussed with the seminar instructor in advance. The proposal for this paper (500 words) is due the last week in October; the final paper is due mid December.

4. Take home final examination, 25%

The final examination will be distributed at the end of class on the first week in December. The paper (1,500 words) is due at the beginning of last class. 

*Plagiarism is a serious offence and attracts immediately a failing grade. Ideas, opinions facts, and information which cannot be considered common knowledge require a note.

Dead-lines must be respected. Each day of delay in submitting the final paper and the take home examination attracts a full point downgrade.   

Structure and readings:

1. Defining generic fascism

· Stanley Payne, “Elements of a Retrodictive Theory of Fascism,” in A History of Fascism, 1914-1945 (London: UCL, 1996), 487-495.

· Stanley Payne, “Fascism. A Working Definition,” in A History of Fascism, 1914-1945 (London: UCL, 1996), 3-23.

· Jan Kershaw, “The essence of Nazism. Form of fascism, brand of totalitarianism, or unique phenomenon?”, in The Nazi Dictatorship (London: Edward Alton LTD., 1985), 20-47.

· R.J.B. Bosworth, “Italian fascism and Models of Fascism”, in The Italian Dictatorship. Problems and perspectives in the interpretation of Mussolini and Fascism (London, 1998), 205-301.

· Armin Heinen, Legiunea Arhanghelului Mihail. O contribuţie la problema fascismului internaţional (Bucharest: Humanitas, 1999), 446-472

2. The Birth of Fascist Ideology, and the National roots of European fascists Movements

· Roger Eatwell, Fascism: A History (London: Vintage, 1996), 3-33.

· Adrian Lyttelton, “The crisis of bourgeois society and the origins of Fascism”, in Richard Bessel ed., Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. Comparisons and Contrasts (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 12-23.
· John Breuilly, Nationalism and the State (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1993), 288-319.

· Radu Ioanid, The Sword of the Archangel: Fascist ideology in Romania (New York: Bolder, 1990), 23-53.
· Armin Heinen, Legiunea Arhanghelului Mihail. O contribuţie la problema fascismului internaţional, (Bucharest: Humanitas, 1999), 47-70, 91-105.
3. Romanian Fascism. The Political Movement and the Party. 
· Ioanid, Radu, The Sword of the Archangel: Fascist ideology in Romania (New York: Bolder, 1990), 53-97.
· Irina Livezeanu, Cultural Politics in Greater Romania. Regionalism, Nation-Building & Ethnic Struggle, 1918-1930 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1993), 251-347.
· Francisco Veiga, Istoria Gărzii de Fier 1919-1941. Mistica Ultranaţionalismului (Bucharest: Humanitas, 1995), 73-94, 152-161.

· Armin Heinen,. Legiunea Arhanghelului Mihail. O contribuţie la problema fascismului internaţional (Bucharest: Humanitas, 1999), 228-238, 243-278.
· Zirgu Ornea, The Romanian extreme Right. The Nineteen Thirties (Boulder: East European Monographs, 1999); 285-307.
4. Fascism in Power 

· Jan Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship (London: Edward Alton LTD., 1985), 47-69, 161-183.

· R.J.B. Bosworth, The Italian Dictatorship. Problems and perspectives in the interpretation of Mussolini and Fascism (London, 1998), 106-154.
· Dinu C. Giurescu, “Statul Român devine Stat Naţional Legionar, in România în al Doilea Război Mondial (1939-1945)”, (Bucharest: All, 1999), 39-55.

· Radu Ioanid, The Sword of the Archangel: Fascist ideology in Romania (New York: Bolder, 1990), 179-202.
· Francisco Veiga, Istoria Gărzii de Fier 1919-1941. Mistica Ultranaţionalismului (Bucharest: Humanitas, 1995), 279-297.
5. Fascist and authoritarian regimes

· Stanley Payne, “The Growth of Nonfascist Authoritarianism in Southern and Eastern Europe, 1919-1929”, and “Four major Variants of Fascism”, in A History of Fascism, 1914-1945 (London: UCL, 1996), 129-147, 245-290.
· Nicolas M. Nagy-Talavera, O Istorie a Fascismului în Ungaria şi România, (Bucharest, Hasefer, 1996), 72-115, 461-498.
· Dinu C. Giurescu, Regimul Autoritar pe care îl reprezint, in România în al Doilea Război Mondial (1939-1945) (Bucharest: All, 1999), pp. 59-74, 78-91.

· Armin Heinen,. Legiunea Arhanghelului Mihail. O contribuţie la problema fascismului internaţional, Bucharest: Humanitas, 1999, pp. 398-446

6. What is “Antisemitism.” Toward Antisemitism.

· Gavin I. Langmuir, Toward a Definition of Antisemitism, 311-352.

· Richard S. Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World, An Anthology of Texts, 2-11. 

· Gavin I. Langmuir, History, Religion and Antisemitism. From Anti-Judaism to Antisemitism, 275-305.

· Robert Wistrich, Hitler and the Holocaust (New York, 2003), 1-29.

7. “Political Antisemitism” in Central and Eastern Europe up to the First World War (I)

· Peter G.J. Pulzer, The Rise of Political Antisemitism in Germany and Austria, pp. 3-25, 75-126.

· Donald Niewyk, Solving the “Jewish Problem”. German Parties/ Old ideologies for new causes/ Pangermanism/ Intellectual prestige of Antisemitism.

· Armin Heinen,. Legiunea Arhanghelului Mihail. O contribuţie la problema fascismului internaţional, Bucharest: Humanitas, 1999, pp. 70 - 91.
· LeonVolovici, Nationalist Ideology and Antisemitism. The Case of Romanian Intelectuals in the 1930s, (Pergamon Press: New York, 1991); pp. 23-65
8. Antisemitism in Central and Eastern Europe in the Interwar Period

· Donald Niewyk, The Jews in Weimar Germany, pp. 43-81.

· Bruce F. Pauley, Political Antisemitism in Interwar Vienna, 152-173.

· Livezeanu, Irina, Cultural Politics in Greater Romania. Regionalism, Nation-Building & Ethnic Struggle, 1918-1930. (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1993), pp. 225-251.
· Ornea, Zirgu, The Romanian extreme Right. The Nineteen Thirties (Boulder: East European Monographs, 1999); pp. 384-417 

· LeonVolovici, Nationalist Ideology and Antisemitism. The Case of Romanian Intelectuals in the 1930s, (Pergamon Press: New York, 1991); pp. 65-112
9. Antisemitism and the “Final Solution”

· Shulamit Volkov, The Written Matter and the Spoken Word. On the Gap Between Pre-1914 and Nazi Anti-Semitism. 33-53.

· Karl A. Schleunes, Retracing the Twisted Road. Nazi Policies Toward German Jews, 1933-1939, 54-70.

· Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews, Volume I: The Years of Persecution, 73-112.

· George L. Mosse, Toward the Final Solution. A History of European Racism, 215-231.

· LeonVolovici, Nationalist Ideology and Antisemitism. The Case of Romanian Intelectuals in the 1930s, (Pergamon Press: New York, 1991); pp. 112-154
10. Antisemitism and the “Final Solution” II

· Daniel Johan Goldhagen, Hitler’s Willing Executioners (New York, 1996), 81-163, 416-454.

· Christopher Browning, Review essay to Goldhagen’s book. 80-109.

· Omer Bartov, Ordinary Monsters. 32-38.

· Radu Ioanid, Evreii sub regimul Antonescu, (Bucharest, Hassefer, 1998), 13-53

11. Racial war against the Jews

· Michael Burleigh, “Expulsion and Repatriation”, The Third Reich, A New History (Pan Books, 2001), 574-596.

· Idem, “The Vision Unfolds Against Soviet Jews”, 597-629.

· Idem, “The Vision Completed: The Continent wide Holocaust”, 630-664.

· Idem, “Killing the Jews at all costs”, 769-779.

· Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wippermann, “The Persecution of Sinti and Roma, The Racial State: Germany, 1933-1945 (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1992), 331-334.

12. Racial war against the Jews II
· Florin Constantiniu, “The Antonescu Regime and the Jews”, in The Holocaust and Romania, Liviu Rotman & Mihail Ionescu eds. (Bucharest, 2003), 113-122.  

· Dinu C. Giurescu, “Evreii din România (1940-1944),” in România în al Doilea Război Mondial (1939-1945) (Bucharest: All, 1999), 152-172.

· Radu Ioanid, Evreii sub regimul Antonescu (Bucharest, Hasefer, 1998), 53-148, 152-323.

· Viorel Achim, “The Antonescu Government’s Policy toward the Gypsies”, in The Holocaust and Romania, Liviu Rotman & Mihail Ionescu eds., (Bucharest, 2003), 55-61.  

13. Conclusions

