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‘Creating history’ might usually be regarded as counter-factual. But creating history for those who have not experienced certain events in other regions than that which they are living in proves to be beneficial. Maybe ‘creating history’ is not the best term to use in defining this process, but, in my opinion, telling others things that one has not experienced for itself does change, even a little, history. It is a matter of interpretation and perception of other writings by other ‘creators of history’. For this reason I believe that an instructor’s job related to the phenomenon of the Holocaust is very difficult. He/she could be perceived independent/dependent of the transmitted message. Things would be simpler if this job would consist of teaching years, places, or quoting opinions. 

In the case of the Holocaust, however, things are really different. Why? First, it does not have a precedent (comprising all its characteristics) in history. Second, it discusses subjective perceptions (people can take different sides). Third, it is a living history through those surviving it. Therefore, it takes a lot of courage to approach the subject, especially when one is in the position of influencing other perceptions. In any case, people who have this courage must exist so that history might not become again what it used to be, and that is a factual lecture.

I must admit that the subject of the Holocaust is difficult to teach. There are people doing it as I am writing this essay. Tomorrow I might come across some other student and discuss our perceptions on this issue, or in two weeks I might meet a peasant who will have heard on TV a debate about the Holocaust and wants me to explain to him something in relation to it. So, the one who has the opportunity to study this subject and approaches it, takes also a responsibility: that of becoming – independent of his/her will – the instructor. The logic relation between the instructor and the instructed can be translated as that between the provider and the receiver.

In order to comply with some of the requirements for this essay, I take my experience as a living proof. I represent the student that is the receiver. As a receiver I declare myself satisfied with the course for several reasons. Some are technical, others are educational, and the rest are subjective. I discuss here only the first two, as the third has to do with my personal conception of how an instructor has to be, in general. The technical reasons refer to the documentation and the available material for the course (readings and movies). I find it more than satisfactory and I express my hope that in the future watching relevant movies will become a general requirement for optional courses. The educational reasons are a more delicate issue. Going back to the relation between the provider and the receiver, I believe that a student who chooses a course of this kind should be really interested in the subject, curious, or out of options. If so far I have talked about the Holocaust more in theoretical terms than in exemplifying ones, that is because I consider the Holocaust to be a provocative, but at the same time, a delicate subject. What else I know for sure – with the risk of becoming empty of meaning – is that it must never happen again.

To conclude, my perception about the Holocaust is not similar to that of a survivor. I have watched a documentary on how ‘Schindler’s List’ was directed. There and then I understood that legacies of the recent past are individual. No matter how hard I would struggle to understand the experiences of those surviving the Holocaust in order to perceive it correctly I could never do it. And that is because I was not there. The significance of those studying it in the libraries and teaching it in schools is that they become part of a minority that cares. The society, especially a post-communist one, needs to strengthen its identity also by comparison to other societies. The study of the Holocaust is a train to catch in this sense. Although I have a feeling that this essay should have been different, I appreciate the opportunity of writing it. As one of the famous rock bands would sing ‘the memory remains’...
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