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I consider the course History, Memory and Amnesia in post-World War II Europe – The Case of the Holocaust” to have been a most innovative approach to the highly debated issue of the Holocaust. In my opinion, it is important to examine and discuss the various interpretations given to the Holocaust as a historical event, in order to be capable of making a valid assessment of the issue. Thus, the viewing of the movies, the presentation of different articles related to both the Holocaust and its visual representations gave us a more clear picture of the impact the Holocaust had in the 20th and 21st century. 

Therefore, one of the most important questions, which the course has raised, is, in my view, the following: Why has the Holocaust had such a tremendous impact and has become not only a historical event, but a cultural phenomenon in itself? Why haven’t other forms of genocide throughout the world become as important as the Holocaust? What made it so special in the history and memory of the world? After examining some of the articles presented as reading material for the course, and after watching part of the movies made about the Holocaust my opinion is that there are several explanations for the importance which the Holocaust has come to gain, especially during the last ten to twenty years. Among them World War II as a conflict of global proportions definitely needs mentioning, just as the great proportion of Jewish population to be found dispersed throughout the world, or the tremendous influence exerted by Nazi ideology.

The great number of representations of the Holocaust (part of which we have studied during the course) has led to the conclusion that”if World War I is history, World War II is history in the making”, due to the fact that the latter belongs to recent history and is still vivid in the memories of those who actually took part in it, either as victims, as perpetrators or as mere bystanders. Therefore, part of the reason for which the Holocaust has become such a big deal in the 20th century and has remained an important topic up to this day is the fact that it has come to be associated with the atrocities of World War II and vice versa. It was not an isolated genocide taking place in one country alone, but a generalized phenomenon affecting countries all over the world. 

Moreover, the attempt of the Nazis to systematically exterminate an entire race from the face of the planet came as a shock to the public opinion due to its novelty and, partially, due to the methods applied for the accomplishment of such a goal. It has taken quite a bit of time from the end of World War II for atrocities to be fully revealed, for information to be gathered by historians and others interested in the matter, and for people to finally make peace with the past and be willing to openly talk about what happened. This is, in my opinion, the main reason for which the Holocaust became a cultural and historical phenomenon only in the late 1970s – 1980s. 

Coming back to the course of History, Memory and Amnesia in post-World War II Europe – The Case of the Holocaust, it brought a new academic way of studying a historical event such as the Holocaust, one that has not been adopted by many professors, probably for fear that students would find it uninteresting and ineffective as a method of learning. On the contrary, I found it “refreshing” and attending to the interests of the students. 

By the movie viewing sessions organized during the course or as an extra-curricular activity coming to complete it, one had the great opportunity of linking famous visual representations of the Holocaust with the actual historical facts, and observe in the process what such a phenomenon has come to represent to people living in the 20th or 21st century. Moreover, one had the opportunity of analysing the symbols of World War II and the Holocaust in the movies presented and form a personal opinion about the cultural heritage left behind by such a historical event.

Furthermore, the debates generated by the articles, books or movies presented during the course gave the students the opportunity of freely expressing themselves, of coming up with their own explanations regarding the atrocities of World War II and the Holocaust, as well as the opportunity of answering to highly debatable questions raised in the process of learning. The course not only offered further information about the Holocaust and new approaches to the subject, but addressed to the students a number of questions, leaving them with what is called food for thought. Thus, at least some of them might choose to further research the subject of the Holocaust and write academic studies about it.

� Through the concept of the Arian race, which it introduced, as well as the rational, systematic plan of wiping out an entire race from the face of the planet. 
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