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“Daring o imagine humans as mastrs ot only of their individual lives b alko

e late 19% e and repelled

bioogiss, doct i efo M "

course a projet forsn archive and ibrary on eugeics sers an the one band om
having read this innovatve study of Bucur Maria and on the other hand from vsiing

such a virtual archive on the inteme

of the 20 century andis open o overly discuss the consequences and conditions of

tese mistaks s frst o
Al srpisd by te dee rots (s | could sy mgnitude) ofthe possile clments
it might be 8 part of such an archive, Furthermors, s i coud constiute an
intcrestng fied of rescarch for Romanian scholars, 1 beleve thinking about such &

projct s welcome in practcal terms. I the following, 1 will deal with the

hat Have preoceupied histrians in this feld), and try o meet these challenges by
proposing a st of niial components for i. The ambition o this pape s, Sy, 0

show that 8 “database’ ke this can b fres of subjective or normaive bisses. The

Pt Prss, 202 oo,
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“possibilites” range from clssical Greck works o modern legislaive measures and
th criteia or selesting the materials are prctical, ying 10 keep in mind both the

diachronic and synchronic dimensions.

Sorme of thelnes imposed by theaeticians of an cugeni policy i inervar
Romania - whih s the basi chronlogical dimenson o be viewed hee — are sl
ecsurent in contemporay social and poltcal debtes This s why the topic i
intreting for me and the reaon 1 beleve it can be a imporiant resource for the
history of sienc,itelletal history and socil istory. As fa s the ler il i
concemed, 1 subscribe 0 the idea exprssed by Frank Dikoer that “cugenics () o
S0 much (..) & clear se of st principles a5 & ‘modem’ vy of lking about
Socal problems in bioogiing erms” Thus, the o gidin thmatie spers 1 be

followed fon il e propossd

Speaking about “politcal mistakes’ | would ik 10 delinete hee several issues

continations of an “eugenic’ mentalty.! O the one hand, the debate about ant-
semitism and it impications i the events hat characerise Romania’s role in the

Second World brough

apology’

for insiance, the

rehabiition of Iuliy Moldovan (eader of the movement in Trarsylvania)

Pk Diktr, Raee Caltae: Recnt Pespcives o the Mty of Eugeis, The Americn
Hotoica Review, ol 10, Ko 2 (Ap. 1998), 467478

i deb e sove menioned sty
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Medical
Schoal ater him or the unveiling of a commemoraiv plaque o the asade of his
house in 1994, deicated tothe ‘man of scence.

“The same tndency is expressd n hedefence f the namesofnelleculs who

bave R

personalites ke Mircea Elide, Emil Cioran, Octavian Goga and many othes are
filired through the criical eye of moral judgement. Considering that, besides the

reat mumbes of scienists (mostly from the medical ficld) who ere actvely

programs
being at times translatd in governmental mezsures —, some of the most prominent

shinkers of the inerwar peiod have also ben nieested n the idea of ‘he perfct

frthe
rehabilistion of Romaaian eugenists has no reached beyond a small academic cicl

Since 1989, the mainstzeam disourse about refom, wansiton, and “Gatching up with

A second relevant contemporary problem that might diretly be lnked to 5

hisory of eugenics and i ikely 1o undergo important social and hisorical studics s

the scapegoat for the new radical partes afe the 1989 revolution. The blame for
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| THE BODY - A UTOPIA OF INTERIORITY
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frst measures passed by the National Salvation Fron ate the December 1989
tevoluton. The language of this law echoes that of the Carol I Penal Code in the
interwar perod (passed with cugenic concern in mind): “Terupting pregnancy.

represcats an act with grave consequences for the healih of the nation and brings

the woman's 1 s in danger (..); (2) one of the pasents suflers from ereditary

discase; physical, prychological @

thepregnancyis the result of ape o incest”

Inthe same line we may follow, through th actvism of mass media and publi

the continuation i

wide o "
campaigns that st growing today in Romaria, llsmed o the ‘maintinance’ of
ety and prosperus body which can be ompatible wilh the European’ sandarts.
“This i not s el found deology; a & mate o fc it has, in my opinion,scong
octs for example in the reforms of Habsbarg absouist monarchies which were
applid - atest i theory — i the region o Transylvania s well * This isone ofthe

bere il

s primarysourcesfora historyof ugnics.

Having delneated these thematic intrests i the second partof this paper my

e 701566 MO-
Tt of e camer eseicios v becnsred bere and e e of ety and Ry
e ofthe e s e ks




present the methodologieal eiterta of the selection of materias" The leruure
dedicated 1o eugenics has grown 1o industial quanstes n the st fow decades,

whether shaped by questions of itelecual histoy (reganting the development of

“The fscinaion
of “genetic cloning” has given & powerful boom 1o hese nteests. In general tems,

E itily Nazi plicies

tovards Jows and other “biologcaly undesirable’ populatons. Laer on the topies

divesified from middleclas fears about overpopulation of England to fers about

cugenics was
suppored minly by cducsted pofissionals snd saial reformers, Recntly his view
of eugenics a5 an ‘sberation of fringe rght wing movemenis™ has changed an it
s cmorged 3 mpertanssience and s efor movement

I has b 3 topic of maional historiogephics in Great Brien, France,
Germany snd the Urited Ststes and was scen not s 3 adical way of recasting e
relonship betwen individuals and the community o private and public concens,
but 58 rscton 1o the unprecedeted scale of the socal problms fced by
industalized naions in the lfe 19%century The painful memery ofthe Holocaus
trasformnd every dicussion on ugeric ntoan etical and moral one nd gave the

assessmen of s implicaions @ universal dimension.” Thus, historiography has

e

o R i ko et o N T, s of Do
cal A Sl I Toervar Romaia, n Trans.Euspaciche e,

e s s o e Tt e it el i
o T o o s e
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N 1 o snd. Soghion, 1995, Got, Al Peter Chost, Chesian
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subscquenty shited between the waiversal snd the pariculr between a normative
evaluton or a detached perspective on the cugenics movenset, The tendency 1o
“normalize cugenics” (3 Maria Bucur pinis ou), but not in the sense to make an
apology of i, rther s an atmpt 1o evaste the movement n s approprse
istrical cntet i the most rguent contemporry e

The iteresting and iffren f

i e west (ke France, Germany, England and the USA) 25 well 35 from the model
of the Soviet Union. During the interwar period Soviet cugenists atempted o

fors
| iypical, healhy Romanian. The Romanian and Soviet vrsions of vgenics difered
radically, however, at the levl o sccuifc thery 3nd e poltics. The lck of

ndusrslization in Romania costitutes another line of diferentiaton: Romani

cugenists focuscd on the problems of a rural, sgricultral economy, They beleved.

they couldleam from negaive experiences clsewhere and ths avoid the great social

Having in mind this specilc conext, a isry of eugeics el s the
nescsary aton. The ncrst i s opc i ot reduced 1 could evoke here
impartat conrhutions (0 thehisoy of the Rom populaton (whic i part of th
nvestigations relating 0 s problem) o, besdesth study of Maria Bucur tha 1
ave quoed sbove, T ave read some ieresting uch “normal” spprosches 0 the

cugenics: movement. Even among students the idea of approaching. cugenics

P @ s
Antonesc Br, Bouder,Cole SocalSece Monegrap, 197, .
*For cxanpl Vil

Roma or e Jew poplaon n Roaia
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projctively rather then retrospectively’ has been successul: sueh an example s &

Thinking sbout 3 thematic rchive raises mportant methodological problems:

the lstpart of i

Greek sotquity, where Plato® and even Aristole (i some of his paliial tresiess)

spesk. o and-as 1 deas

can be traced up to contemporary times, the st problm is how 1o aset the
clighilty of theortical works o the “brary’ which sccompanies his vimial
archive. One ctera could be tha of inlucnce — bu establishing such a creria
involves anoverwieiming workioad.

“This would mean tracing lemenis of ancict political and social theories —

Nawrally,
3 theoretcal form (that culminated in the so<alled “social darwinism’ and vas

et oty By 20 e T Sean it g o
o Prmre e e CEU, 200

stk e b e (o e Rpebis e it e ko
o e s ke e i b e st e g ks
rogsams i

Do

povers o o e e i sl
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o imagine.

scentsts ke A.G. Belin the late 19% centuryor thelater 20% century evalutions: or

example the theores of “racial hypene” propagaied in Hiller's Nazi Germany or

of speifc nstitutions ™ IF we focus on the particulas case of Romania we see that
there is ceraaly some afiity between some of Niehifor Crainie’s ideas of the

etnocrstic sist and the type of biopolitical stat that Iuliu Moldovan imagined.”

a

a1 many of the works of lordache Ficoaru, even those of Sabin Manuit in the
104052 And inllctual histry has boen poiting outthe Wester inlurce i the
hought of these scholr.

A second methodologial step regards the <hoice of “primary sources” or

By considering only the cas of Romania hee the pasibiliies are cnormous. So
where do e draw he line? Chronalogically we may st considering - 2 1
mentoned before — several legal measures that have permeated the Tramylvarisn
socal e under Maria Teeza and Joseph 1. These have shaped not only @ certain

imtelectual evoluton tha aimed to manipulate society but also the development of

hat Lateron,

Romanian sat, we encourter the emergence of social reforms and subsequent lgal

et g R O 90
i, Ovodow

e Bchares: Ed. Albaros, 199 Moiovsn
mm.,....n.. s

1929 Fueaan, Al sl e s Romans' . Bk Evgen 11
S O 533 91 oot . 98
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measures from demographic control 1o the ambition of satesmen 10 prevet “socil
disordrs’such s aleohlisn, moral depravation,even lteracy.
For the interwar period the sitation is even more complicated by the birth of

instttions™ tha dea direcly it eugenics — and thus the records of which must be

pul

he topc.
Perl Codes of King Carol Il Futhermare, it would be necessary o consider the

medical insitutons, ariles and bie of meeings between the scientists Who were

involved in eugenics, projcts and practical applicatons of these. projcts, cte. |

consider that anothe important parof such an intituton must be dedicated o the

scienific debates
A few words sbout the form tha this archive should take a5 1 have imagined i

Naturall e

the rescarcher the theoretica and historical background of the cugenics movement.
“This encompasses in my view 3 ‘general lterature” and a ‘specfc lieraure’ ~ the

later roots R dition. The

archive in itself would have a ‘documents’ departmen the bases of which s
constituted by the legal measures, Futhermore one may find th secton dedicated 0
the specific. insttutions that propagated eugenic ideas: starting wih their ats of

blshment, their leallets could be

found in another sccton as, even though reflections of 3 propagandstic discourse,

5 Like o Royl Eugener Sosety’ o the “Bioplteal Secton’ of e Trehanin ‘Asrs
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they are at the same time a means (o approach publc opinon. Evenually, the

personal axchives! of the theoreticians of cugenics — 1 wil mention the most

an individual’ approach o his topic.

Simion Meheding,  prominent Romanian geographer and education reformer,

‘wrote in the middle of the 20° century the following: “Through Mendelisn, modern

Teast o s gates ... The bith of children with supeior gifts can be for cach naton a

source of scientific ethical, atisi, and sosial creativiy, that would increzse the

percep in the watings

of 20° century Romanian scholars: and the mentioniag of Mendelism s a clear

a genine belie n the embetterment of 1f could have transformed into rescictive

e don'
moral judgements. Before an objetive and valuable evaluation of this phenomenon

can be made,

theic prctical value s required for inguires i the history of eugenics i Eastern

Europe.

e B
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‘The Romanian Archive of Eugenics

7

not only ofthir

a5 secntific discipline in the s 19% century,eugenics has uscinated and repelled
bioloiss,doctor,social reformers, politicans and histrians. More recentl, inerest

istoricalanalyses focusing on cugenics”
“The idea to present i the frameweork of this course @ project for an archive on
cugenics scms on the one hand from having read his innovative study of Bucur
Maria and on the other hand from visiting such a virual arhive on the et
r E ¢ ofthe

20 century and i open 10 overly discuss the consequences and conditons of thesc
mistakes. Having stated o read and browse through the materals | was first of 3l

surprised ofthe o
Furth

field of resarch for Romanian scholas, 1 beleve thinking sbout such a project is
welcome in pracical terms.
“The chronological saring point for building up an axchive of cugenics in

institton’ the
chronological boundaries may be over-siepped ttimes. For cxample, we can consider

189 century

medical works, implementaton of different means of demogrsphic Gontrol, €tc.) in
such an archive. Or the post-world war discplinry and restictive messures of the
‘Communist Party here?or even contemporary tendeacies of ‘family medicie” (ifth
control, sbort the

e M [o—
Pt Prss, 202 oo,

[T r————




[Tivan R~ projac ouing doc

e ‘cugenics”

“The Romanian cae s intresting and diffeent from the propositons that arose
i the west (lke France, Germany, England and the USA) s well s fom the model
Of the Soviet Union. During the interwar period Soviet eugenists attempied. (o
construct the new Homo Sovietius according o the aws of hereditary determinism

fora

typical, heshhy Romanian. The Romanian and Soviet versons of cugencs diffred
ruicaly, however, 3 the level of scieaific theory and their poliis. For prsctical

providing possiblc materisls.As @ guiding lne [ can lst some of the elements | am
i 1his axchive.

be cropped.from several insitutions which served the idea of cugenics e, (o
personal archives and works of sveral pubic personliies Who supporied eugenics,
o publictions nd books tha can be elted 0 th toic.

A Insitutions
1. Royal Bugenics Socity (Socictiea Regald de Eugenie)

3 s

B Personal archives
Iuliu Moldovan, eader of the movement in Transylvania
Gheorghe Marinescu (endocrinalogist)

Dimitrie Gust socilogis)
‘Sabin Manuilh (demographer)
C Publicatons!

1
2
3
4. Miail Sturdza
s
3
2

2. Revisa de Igend Socialt (1930-1944) (Journal of Social Hygiene)

ey

]




Andealul Medical (Medical Transylvania)

Revista de Mediina legali (fourmal of Forensi Medicine)

Societaea de e (The Society of Tomarrow)

Transilvania (Transylvania)

Calendarul Asociaiunii(The Calendar of the Associarion)
D. Legal frameworkhopics

- public healtn

concerming the relevance of thinking about i, First of all i s & challenge and an
e, il

of such an insitution are. Secondly, ss 1 mentioncd before, 1 beleve it can be
Thindy, a5
an idea, it would open the possiilty for an “unconventional achive in & counry

where such insttutions are fixed, inscesssble, somelimes confusing and randornly
organized.

books that 1
will be the bibliographic backeround for it; 1 slso include here some of the OSA
mateials that could be @ art of the vial archive and which 1 il ook ino as an
example.

s of R bt sl o EssersEvose ad s foroer Sk Union,
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0SA materials

HU 0SA 30027
Fonds

‘Subfonds 2: East European Rescarch and Anlysis Department

Series 7: Subject Fies Relating o Romania

Containe st Archival boses

Box 30,
Social Sccuriy: Family Allowance, 1977 - 1979
‘Social Securty: Heall, 1964 1969

Box31
Social Security: Health, 1970- 1971
Sosial Securiy: Health, 1972 - 1978
Social Security: Old Ages, 1964 - 1975

HU 0SA 300-60-1
Fonds 300: Records of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Research Insttute
Subfonds 60: Romanian Usit

Series 1: Subject Files

Containe st Archival boses

Box 14,
102 Aduministcation Justce: Aborton, 1966 - 1987
102 Administrtion Justce: Corective ainiag, 1973
102 Administetion Justce: Parastism, 1976

Box1s.
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102 Adminisiraion: Justice: Psychiatic onfinement, 1973 - 1980
102 Adrminisirstion: Justic: Re-education by work, 1977

Box 371
1600 Health and recrestion: Generl, 1962 - 1963
1600 Health and receeation: General, 1964 - 1968
1600 Health andrecreation: General, 1970 - 1978
1600 Health and rereation: Pofessor Bamard, 1972 - 1977

Box372.
1601 Healthand receeation: Healh insurance, 1952 - 1968

1603 Healthand recreaion: Laborconditons, 1951 - 1976

1604 Healthand recreaton: Mortaliy, 1952 - 1970

1608 Health and recreation: Physicians, 1968 - 1978

1606 Health and ecreaion: Receation, 1952 - 1972

1607 Healthand recreation: Reorganization of the system, 1951 - 1973
1608 Health and recration: Spas andresors, 1964 - 1968

Box 37,
1609 Health and recreation: Diseases, 1951 - 1958
1609 Health andrecreation: Diseases, 1959 - 1962
1609 Health snd recreation: Diseases, 1963 - 1973

1610 Health and rcreation: Hygiene, 1986 - 1987
1610 Healh andrecretion: R Cross, 1956 - 1971

Box 374
1610 Healthand rereaton: Red Cross, 1972 - 1989
1610 Health and receeaion: Red Cross, 1978 — 1986,

Box 405,
1900 Labor: Manporwer: Discrimintion, 1986
1900 Labor: Manpower: Dismissals, 1950 - 1986
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1900 Labor: Manpower: Incompetence, 1986

Box 601,
3505 Youth: MorsleDrugs Hooliganism, 1953 - 1965

Box 602
3505 Youh: Morale DrugsHooliganism, 1966 - 1968
3505 Youth: Morale Drugs Hooliganism, 1969 - 1979

Box653
4200 Population, 1951 - 1960

Box 655,
4200 Popuation, 1961 - 1965

4200 Popultion, 1966 - 1972

4200 Popultion, 1990

4200 Popltion: Aborton, 1990 - 1991
4200 Popultion: Adoption, 1990 - 1991
4200 Popultion: Ai, 1990

4200 Popuation: AIDS, 1990

4200 Popuation: Birs, 1991

4200 Popuation: Census, 1990

4200 Population: Children, 1984 - 1991
4200 Population: Cricism, 1091

4200 Population: Demography, 1986 - 1959

Box 656,
4200 Popultion Divoree, 1991
4200 Population: Handicapped, 1990
4200 Population: Law, 1990
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4200 Population Life expectancy, 1991
4200 Populaion: Mrriage, 1990 - 1991
4200 Population: Mrtaliy, 1991
4200 Popuation: Orphans, 1990
4200 Population: Satisis, 1977 - 1991

) 1591

4200 Population: Womes, 1981 - 1988




