Ma'aleh Adumim inside revised fence route
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The Defense Ministry presented Prime Minister Ariel Sharon with a revised security fence route on Wednesday that incorporates Ma'aleh Adumim and Gush Etzion.

The revised route was made necessary by the High Court of Justice's June ruling calling for alterations to be made to relieve hardships on the Palestinian population.

While Ma'aleh Adumim and Gush Etzion will be drawn inside the fence, government officials said that for Ariel a horseshoe fence will be built on the eastern, northern and southern sides of the settlement, but no decision has yet been made whether the horseshoe will be linked to the main security fence that runs west of the settlement.

The decision was also made that settlements that are left "on the other side" of the fence will have local fences.

Sharon, in an interview with The Jerusalem Post on Tuesday, said, "It would have been better if we could have built the fence farther east than where we are building it. All the Jewish settlements will be protected. They will be protected beyond the fence, there will be some that will be protected inside the fence, and some will be protected in a cluster of settlements by another fence."

Palestinian Cabinet minister Saeb Erekat said Wednesday that the route of the barrier prejudges the outcome of any peace deal. "The fact that Ma'aleh Adumim and Gush Etzion will be inside the wall (means) that they are determining the future of Jerusalem as a whole, because this is the area where (they are) annexing all of Jerusalem," he told the Associated Press.

Wednesday's meeting was attended by Sharon, Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz, Chief of General Staff Lt.-Gen. Moshe Ya'alon, Shin Bet head Avi Dichter, Attorney-General Menahem Mazuz, and senior security and Justice Ministry officials.

Defense Ministry officials said the decision was made to build the southern part of the fence, from Gush Etzion to Metzadat Yehuda, closely approximating the Green Line. This will leave a number of settlements in the Hebron Hills area, such as Sussiya, Carmel and Ma'on, outside the fence.

The section of the fence from Elkana to Jerusalem will largely run along the Green Line, with some slight deviations in the area around Latrun. In addition, according to the new route, part of Route 443 from Jerusalem to Modi'in will fall outside the fence, but according to government officials it will be protected by concrete walls.

It was also decided to expedite construction of the fence in areas where there is no litigation, and to try to reach out-of-court resolutions with some 100 Palestinian and Israeli petitioners challenging various segments of the fence.

After the meeting, Sharon's office issued a statement saying that the route will be brought to the government for approval only once the defense establishment finishes compiling its recommendations for all parts of the fence.

Sharon instructed Defense Ministry officials not to make changes on the ground that may necessitate government approval.

Sharon, according to government officials, wants to avoid another battle in the cabinet over the route of the fence.

Mofaz told the meeting that he recommends placing the fence two kilometers east of Rosh Ha'ayin, the minimal depth necessary to adequately protect the community. Mofaz also said that construction of the fence – which he termed a "significant security element" – should be deemed a national project, and all efforts made to complete it as rapidly as possible.

Sharon's special adviser, Dov Weisglass, is slated to go to the US next week and present the Bush administration with the overall parameters of the new route.
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