The Israeli Racist Separation Wall: Consequences and Violations



The Israeli racist separation wall expelled 1,402 Palestinian families, isolated 210 thousand citizens, and confiscated 164 thousand dunums, most of these lands are from Jenin, till the end of august, 2003.


This racist separation wall is being built on Palestinian lands within the West Bank, not along the Green Line as Israel alleges. The width of this wall ranges from 80 to 100 meters and its length is 360 Kilometers. It swallows thousands of dunums of Palestinian agricultural lands. Israel has finished building two thirds of it and has broken in Qalqilya and Tulkarem and seized hundreds of meters.

This racist separation wall has compelled thousands of Palestinians to leave their homes and made some houses get stuck between the separation wall and settlements. The wall penetrated for about 10 kilometers into Salfit City in the West Bank, particularly after the issuance of the Israeli order to annex Ari'el and Kadomim settlements to be inside the borders of this wall. 

Israel claims that this wall was erected for security reasons, but the reality says that it is built to expropriate more Palestinian lands and evacuate its indigenous residents. 

This racist separation wall consists of:


1. Barbed wires, to obstruct access.
2. A trench 4-meter width and 5-meter depth, it is dug behind the barbed wires.
3. A paved road of 12-meter width, which is a military road for surveillance and reconnaissance. 
4. A sandy road of 4-meter width that is located right behind the military road, to trace "infiltrators". This road is daily combed in the morning and evening. 
5. The racist separation wall is situated right after the sandy road. It is a one-meter cement wall and right over it there is a 3-meter electronic fence, where alarms, surveillance cameras, lamps, and other security equipments are placed.
6. After the fences (wall), there is a sandy road, a paved road, a trench, and barbed wires, like the ones located before the wall.
7. It is built on Palestinian own lands, measuring 73 thousands of dunums.

The Origin of the Scheme

The International Press Center (IPC) at the State Information Service (SIS) in Gaza City has recently issued a detailed report on the Israeli scheme to swallow Palestinian lands under the pretext that it is erecting a security fence. As for Palestinians, this Israeli scheme intends to impose a reality and to eternalize the occupation.
The report mentioned that Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon is the one who brought up the issue of a "security fence" which was approved by the Israeli Government in April, 2002, and later by Binyamin Ben Eliezer, his "occupation" minister at that time. 



In the first stage of erecting this fence, the wall snaked from Salem Village, northwestern the West Bank, for 360 kilometers towards the south to reach Kafr Qasem Town. 
In June, 2002, the Israeli bulldozers started paving the land to commence the first stage of constructing the wall which resulted in the seizure of thousands of dunums of lands belonging to the residents of west Jenin. 

Binyamin Ben Eliezer and several Israeli high-ranking officers celebrated the start of the project at the site of construction, while military vehicles were besieging the area. The celebration was considered an official inauguration for the project of erecting the separation wall, which costs 220 million dollars.

The construction of the first part of the wall, which took eight months, cost 5.1 billion shekels. This part cost double the amount that has been earmarked for it at first estimations. It was found out that one kilometer of this wall costs 10 million shekels. When asked about the reason behind the double cost, the Israeli officials claimed that they compensated the people who lost their lands and erected roadblocks and military outposts along the wall. 

The director of Information Department at the SIS, Akram Abu Amru, said: "the idea of constructing a separation wall is not a new idea. This idea goes back to the statement "We are here and they are there" of the former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin whose desire was to separate the Palestinian areas from the Israeli areas. 

Several Israeli scenarios and plans were made about the separation, but all of them proved to be concerned with security, rather than a political or sovereign separation.
Also, the very idea of separation appeared again in the wake of the outbreak of Al-Aqsa Intifada, at time of Ehud Barak, the former Israeli Prime Minister. Some conceptions on the issue of separation were created, such as the suggestion of building an electronic, electrified security fence between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, where there will be some gates through which the Palestinian vehicles and citizens will enter. However, these conceptions were not implemented. 

During Sharon's premiership, the same idea reappeared as many of the ministers in the Israeli Government demanded the construction of a separation wall. They claimed that this wall will preclude the infiltration of Palestinian militants into Israel to carry out operations against Israeli targets. 

The Israeli Government had already taken its initial steps once the project "Wrapping-up Jerusalem" was approved, which aims at expanding the area of Jerusalem Municipality to make it dominate around 18% of the West Bank. Also, this project permits the completion of encircling Jerusalem with settlements, starting from Harhoma settlement to Ma'ali Admim settlement to Jebaat Zaief in the north. What is more dangerous than this scheme is the building of the "separation wall" between East and West Jerusalem. This length of this wall is said to be 11 kilometers, but in reality it is 57 kilometers long as it snakes among the Palestinian and Jewish residential areas. The danger of this step lies in not only swallowing vast Palestinian lands, but also in isolating around 300 thousand Palestinians, Jerusalemites. They will have to have Israeli permits to get out or enter Jerusalem through special Israeli gates.

The Damaged Palestinian Villages

Till June, 2003, five Palestinian residential areas have become under the Israeli control, these areas are: Bartaa Al-Sharqiyya, Um Al-Rehan, Kherbet Abdallah Al-Younis, Al-Muntar Village, and Thaher Al-Maleh. In addition, Al-Qassam (Al-Amra) jungle, which measures around 1000 dunums, has also become under the Israeli control. This jungle is marked by its amazing location, wild plants, and animals.

Furthermore, large parts of several Palestinian villages were confiscated as the Israeli racist separation wall snaked into their boundaries. These villages are: Zabuba, Rummana, Al-Tiba, Anin, Ta'nak, Turet Al-Ghariba, Turet Al-Sharqiyya, Al-Erqa Attaram, Nuzlet Al-Sheikh Zaid, Ya'bed Um Dar, Al-Khuljan, Zebdah, and Thaher Al-Abed. The wall was erected some meters away from the houses in these villages.

On 26th January, 2003, the occupation authorities declared in its decision (11/03) that it would "steal" 31,399 dunums of the Palestinian villages' lands, which are located between Salem Camp and Al-Jalma Village. The Israeli occupation Authorities did not give any chance to any Palestinian family or institution to object the building, but rather started bulldozing roads and erecting the wall in the morning of the following day, 27th January, 2003.

A second Israeli decision was made on 18th February, 2003, by which it allows the confiscation of Palestinian lands. This decision was implemented on the ground on the 25th February, 2003, as the Israeli bulldozers were seen razing 36 dunums of Palestinian agricultural lands belonging to Raba Village, which is located in the area of Shubash Valley. This decision had also included "stealing" of lands belonging to the Palestinian villages: Jalboun, Faqu'a, Al-Jalma, Arana, and Arbona which are located opposite to Galbu', the council of the Jewish settlements.

A third Israeli decision, number (30/30/T), was issued on 13th April, 2003. This decision was implemented on the same day to expropriate 474 dunums of lands belonging to Khazina, part of Jalboun and Al-Mughir villages. The wall penetrates these lands with a width of 80 meters and a length of 10713 meters.


The Israeli plots did not only steal the Palestinian lands, but also included more glaring side acts and decisions under the title "Modifying the Borders". This means that more Palestinian lands that were not included in the Israeli confiscation decision will be destroyed and bulldozed. Obviously, the Israeli confiscation decisions were made to be "changeable" according the Israeli concepts of the security situations.

More Damages

The Israeli racist separation wall, which stretches from far northeastern the West Bank to its southernmost and to the east of the Green Line, swallows vast areas of the Palestinian lands, isolates 76 residential gatherings, and leave hazardous economic and social consequences in the region. According to local Palestinian sources, the governorates through which the separation wall snakes are: Jenin, Tulkarem, Qalqilya, Salfit, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem.

The number of Palestinian residential gatherings that lost their lands by an Israeli military order is 26, and the number of the residential gatherings that lost their lands "forcibly" is 18, whilst the number of residential gatherings that lost their lands through these two methods is 31.

The total surface area of the stolen Palestinian lands, due to this separation wall, measures 164,783 dunums, of which 40,460 dunums are governmental properties, most of them are located in Jenin Governorate. As to the private properties of individuals, they sustained the loss of 124,323 dunums, most of them are situated in Jerusalem. Some 62,623 dunums of these lands were planted with olive trees, other 18,522 dunums planted with field crops, and 8008 dunums of citrus, as well as 9,800 dunums of pastures.


The surface area of the completely bulldozed lands is 22,298 dunums, of which 1,296 dunums of governmental lands, and some 21,002 dunums belonging to Palestinian citizens.

Economic and Social Consequences

This racist separation wall is responsible for the expulsion of 1402 Palestinian families, among which 113 families from Jenin Governorate. The number of individuals in these families is 2323; this number includes 1138 males and 1185 females.

Also, as many as 12,481Palestinian families got stuck between the separation wall and the Green Line. 1119 families are from Tulkarem Governorate. These families include 20,498 males and 21,689 females.

In addition, the separation wall has caused other social problems such as isolating 30 Palestinian residential gatherings from the medical centers, of which 22 gatherings were isolated from schools. Eleven gatherings were isolated from telephone service and 8 other gatherings were isolated from the main water network, as well as isolating 3 more gatherings from the main power box in the grid.

Economically, the number of buildings which have become within the wall is 2438, of which 892 buildings from Tulkarem Governorate. Ten buildings of an area of 810 sq. km. were completely destroyed. Some 750 economic installations have become behind the separation wall, of which 473 installations located in Tulkarem Governorate were completely devastated. 27 of these installations measure 11,500 sq. km.

According to a report issued by the Palestinian National Information Center, the net loss which the Palestinian gatherings sustained due to the construction of the racist separation wall reached 10, 7 million USD, distributed as follows: 280 thousands, the loss due to the destruction of groundwater wells, 417 thousands, the loss due to the destruction of roads infrastructure, 119 thousands, the loss due to the destruction of water networks, and 194 thousands, the loss due to the destruction of power stations. 


Water and the "Separation Wall"

As to the groundwater, Israel will dominate all the strategic sites of fresh water. So, this situation will create a new reality in which the Palestinian position will be weak in any future negotiations on water. This will result in the loss of the Palestinian rights in this field.

Checking the map of the separation wall, it can be easily observed that the wall encircles all the water aquifers available in Jenin, Qalqilya, and Tulkarem. Thus Palestinians will be deprived of their water sources and the agriculture that depends on irrigation in the north of the West Bank.

In a telephone interview with Younis Al-Qawasma, the general director of the Palestinian Geographical Center, the PNIC reported that Mr. AL-Qawasma said:" the wall is a tool for separating two areas; however, this will cause a root change in the whole area and the areas on which it is constructed. This wall will cause political, social, environmental and even economic changes on the ground. This wall targets the most strategic areas of water, especially in the north of the West Bank. Also, this wall will swallow a large area of the Palestinian lands. Moreover, this wall contradicts all the international peace agreements as the separation line between the Palestinians and Israelis is the Green Line".


Al-Qawasma expected that this wall will lead to total damage to the whole region, as well as cause negative environmental effects in the future. 

Al-Qawasma added that the existence of any separating wall in the 21st century will not serve any party, neither from the security perspective nor the political one. A living example is what happened to “Bar-Lev Line", which could not bring security or protection to Israel, thus relating the construction of this wall to security reasons is merely a misleading justification.”

Palestinian, Arab, and international interactions followed the plans of building this wall. The world did not keep silent at this action and at the Israeli indifference and continuation in erecting this wall. Consequently, foreign peace activists protested in the Palestinian villages, which this racist separation wall snakes through. 


The Palestinian Position


Ahmed Abdel Rahman, the political advisor of President Yasser Arafat, told the PNIC in a telephone interview that the Israeli racist separation wall is, in reality, a settlement wall, and its accurate name is "the wall of settlement expansion", Israel is constructing this wall in order to impose a new reality on the ground for the upcoming years of occupation.


Mr. Abdel Rahman refuted the Israeli allegations which tell that the main goal of building this wall is for "security" reasons. However, this wall could not prevent or stop the Palestinian resistance operations inside Israel. Thus it was proved that neither the wall nor settlement can bring security to Israelis. Therefore, dismantling of settlements, withdrawal from occupied Palestinian lands, and acknowledging the Palestinian rights is the only solution.



Mr. Abdel Rahman held Ariel Sharon responsible for aborting the Road Map which stated the existence of two states, confirming that the absence of international mechanisms gave Sharon the chance to determine in advance the results of the final status negotiations on the ground.

Also, Mr. Abdel Rahman accused the American Administration of manipulating the issue of constructing the separating wall. The U.S. supplies Sharon with 9 billion dollars by which he can build such a wall and more Jewish settlements. As a result, the American allegation that the American Administration is being credible and candid is misleading.


Mr. Abdel Rahman asserted that the Palestinian position regarding the separation wall is total rejection of any security or political wall. The erection of this wall is a result of an illegal occupation; therefore, what the occupation does is also illegal and must be removed. The Palestinian people are in a wide confrontation with the Israeli occupation and the settlement expansion is one of the fronts for being the worst aspect of Israeli occupation. Therefore, the Palestinian government refuses to deal with this issue.


The Position of the Israeli Leftist Party

The construction of the racist separation wall was disapproved and condemned by not only by the PNA, but also by several influential figures in the Israeli society in an unprecedented step. One of these figures is Yusi Sarid, Chairman of the Israeli Meretz Movement, who criticized Sharon and gave him ugly epithets.


Mr. Sarid wrote an article issued on the 28th July, 2003, entitled "The Wall Should not be Constructed", in which he said who holds the responsibility for the extremist American attitude toward the separating wall? Of course, Ariel Sharon is responsible for it, no one else. It was said about him in the past that he does not stop at the red light. This is the least thing that can be told about him. He also does not slow down at the yellow light. He cannot see further than his nose, although he has wide eyes. He is a person who knows no borders and endangers his state and people.

It is worthy to mention that this article was written after the meeting between George W. Bush and Ariel Sharon in the White House. The American Administration kept some "shy and faint" reservations toward the issue of the separation wall, without taking any tangible steps. The reluctant American position came to appease the Arab public opinion and to protect its interests in the Middle East region, especially for Sharon's aggressive policy against the Palestinian people started to embarrass the U.S., which is always biased toward Israel.

Mr. Sarid insinuated his movement supported, after hesitation, the idea of constructing the “separation wall” but on a clear condition which is "not to annex any populated Palestinian areas or any Palestinian lands as well as not to exceed the Green Line. This is our vital and legitimate wall and no American would keep reservation over this right.


He added that Sharon, for an unknown number of times, has spoiled the logic of building the wall and showed his interests once again, as it turned out that the wall will stretch toward the east and will sneak into the West Bank to annex Ari'el and Emanuel Settlements and many other settlements. So, when this wall encompasses tens of thousands of Palestinians and hundreds of thousands of Palestinian lands, this wall cannot be considered a separating or protecting wall, but it will be an annexing wall, which has dangers and no security benefit would be brought from it. This annexing wall has no justification to be constructed.

Mr. Sarid confirmed that this idea will not be completed and will be eliminated. He said: “We have claimed for long years that settlements constitute an unbearable burden on our national security. This can be understood now by those who could not recognize this burden. This wall may not be erected because of settlers, enemies of the Israeli people, and for the ‘emperor’ Bush will not approve it. Bush has already used the veto against it and thus Sharon will postpone the construction of the wall until it will be frozen. It will not take much time till Israeli citizens understands that this wall is not available and that their lives claimed once again for Sharon and settlers have won victory. Here we learn a new lesson which is “the bigger the eyes, the much more short-sighted the person is”.

What would make Yusi Sarid, the head of the Israeli opposition, attack and accuse the Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon? The answer lies in the fact that Sarid does not want the absolute American support to Israel to be undermined due to Sharon's insistence to build up this racist wall, which causes no harm to Palestinians but rather damages the reputation of the U.S.A for being the main supporter to Israel.


When the construction of this wall has started, it provoked opposition from inside the “Israeli Peace Camp”, such as Merits Movement and Labor Party's doves. Yusi Belen described it as being “a waste of time and money”. Belen added that this wall does not go along the Green Line and is not associated with settlement evacuation; therefore, it increases dangers against Israel's security, not the opposite.

The American Position

The official American position seems to be embarrassed before the Israeli will that insists on constructing the separation wall, even if the entire world would protest against it. Also, there are even some American statements that constitute green lights for the Israeli Government to go ahead in implementing the adopted plans depending on the American understanding of the Israeli right of "self-defense". In other American statements, the U.S. sees that the construction of this wall on the Green Line is more suitable than on Palestinian lands. 

The American President, George W. Bush, has adopted the Israeli viewpoint completely after meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who asserted that the construction of the wall will continue describing it as being "a procedure that would bring security and achieve peace".
After welcoming the Israeli initiatives of releasing a number of Palestinian prisoners, Bush has placed more restrictions on the proposed Palestinian state affirming that its creation is conditional upon the halt of "terrorist attacks", according to what he said. Bush considered the issue of the separation wall as a sensitive and worrisome topic. The White House spokesman Scott McClellan find nothing bad about the construction of the wall and at the end of June, 2002, he said that Israel has the right to take all the required decisions relating to its security measures.

International Positions

At the European level, France opposed the construction of the wall since Israel started the construction on the 16th June, 2002, realizing the fact that this wall hardens the life of the Palestinian people.

Recently, an international report written by the UN envoy for human rights has vehemently criticized the Israeli racist separation wall which illegally annexed thousands of dunums of Palestinian lands.

John Dugard, a law professor in South Africa, wrote a special report in which he made clear that Israel will annex vast Palestinian areas by constructing the separation wall as well as isolate 210,000 Palestinians from their families, work places, schools, and institutions of public services. This wall will leave Palestinians on the western side of the wall. Dugard's report was published after taking permission from the United Nations to conduct a study on the Israeli violations of Palestinian human rights due to the construction of the separation wall.

Prof. Dugard said that it is time to condemn the construction of this wall for it is an illegal act of annexing lands. It must be condemned in the same way the Israeli annexation of East Jerusalem and Golan Heights was condemned. Dugard's report added that "It is highly likely that the construction of this wall will create a new generation of refugees or those displaced internally.


The international donating countries and parties issued on the 6th of May 2002, a report in which they confirmed that the separation wall has negative social and economic consequences on the Palestinian people. The same report said that the construction of the wall consists of a complicated erection of a series of barriers, trenches, and fences.


In this respect, Patrick Seal, a British writer and journalist specialized in the Middle East affairs, wrote: "It has turned out now that President George W. Bush failed to dissuade Ariel Sharon from continuing the process of building up the huge separation wall in the West Bank, which psychologically kills the hopes of the Palestinian people of a viable independent state.


In a report entitled "Sharon's Security Wall Undermines Peace Process", which was published on the 5th of August, 2003, on the website of the International Press Center in Gaza, Seal asserted the wall replaced the Road Map and it has become the focus of the international attention as it received a wide acknowledgement. The American Secretary of State Colin Powell said in the last week that the separation wall threatens to undermine the main goal of the Road Map, which is the creation of a Palestinian statehood by 2005, especially as the idea of constructing the wall is based on stealing the Palestinian land and imposing a reality to eternalize the Israeli occupation. 
"Sharon says the separation wall is necessary for Israel's security, but the obvious fact says that the real purpose of it is to expropriate the largest area of land, to fix the Israeli borders, no matter if it is legal or illegal, and to impose a political reality on Palestinians and the whole world. The construction of the separation wall is compatible and congruent with conventional Israeli policies which are based on "imposing" facts on the ground.

Summary

- The days proved the invalidity of the Israeli allegations that this wall will bring security to Israelis; however, since the beginning of its construction, the Palestinian operations inside Israel could not be thwarted or prevented. Thus it is no longer a security wall.
- The Israeli racist separation wall is a wall for settlement expansion in the Palestinian lands and its main goal is to undermine the peace process and the Road Map as well as to prevent the creation of a Palestinian state by 2005, especially for the construction of the wall is based on the idea of stealing the Palestinian land and imposing realities to eternalize the Israeli occupation.
- The U.S.A. overlooks Israel's acts and manipulates the issue of the separation wall and the clear-cut evidence on this is the American support of 9 billion dollars to Sharon's Government, although the U.S. recognizes that Sharon would earmark a large part of this amount to complete the construction of the and more settlement expansion.
- The Palestinian people would never ever accept any security or political wall and they cannot deal with the wall and settlements as an inevitable reality for all these actions are the result of illegal occupation and what has resulted from the occupation is illegal and must be removed. The Palestinian people are engaged in a long-running battle until restoring their legitimate rights of freedom and independence and the separation wall is one of the fronts in this battle for being an ugly aspect of the Israeli occupation.
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