Security Fence for Israel
The Public Council for the Building the Security Fence

Frequently Asked Questions about the Fence
Why does Israel need a security fence?

Israeli cities are currently completely exposed to terrorists, particularly suicide bombers.  Terrorist can easily enter Israel and blow themselves up in the center of our cities, on a bus or in a café, and cause death and destruction. Israel’s government must provide for the basic security needs of its citizens by preventing terrorist from entering its communities. According to defense experts, the security fence is the most effective means of accomplishing that goal.

How can we know that such a fence will be effective?

There already is a security fence in Israel, the fence surrounding the Gaza Strip. The Gaza fence was completed 4 years ago. In the last 3 years of Intifada, 125 suicide bombers have blown themselves up inside Israel. All 125 came from the West Bank; none came from the Gaza Strip because of the security fence around Gaza.

How much of the fence has already been built?

The Israeli cabinet decided to build the first stage of the fence in May 2002. That first stage of the fence is between Salem (near Afula) to Kassem (near Petach Tikva). The length of Stage 1 is 155 km (100 miles). Stage 1 was completed in August 2003.  

In addition, the government decided to build 20 km (12 miles) of fence in the Jerusalem area. This fence was completed in October 2003.

After intense public pressure, and a tragic suicide bombing in the Likud party headquarters in Bet She’an in the north, the government decided in Nov 2002 to build an additional 60 km (40 miles) in the north of the West Bank from Salem to Har Avner (near the Gilboa). This section of the fence is due to be completed in February 2004. In other words, as of February 2004, there are 235 km (150 miles) of fence around the West Bank.  

How much more of the fence needs to be built?

On October 1, 2003, the cabinet approved the rest of the security fence project. According to government reports the total length of the fence will be about 735 km (455 miles). According to sources in the Ministry of Defense, about 320 km (200 miles) will be finished in 2004, and the remaining 180 km (110 miles) will be completed in 2005.  In other words, only 32% of the fence have been completed to date.

How much does the fence cost?

The Ministry of Defense has said that the fence costs approximate 10 million shekels per kilometer (about $3,650,000 per mile). This cost includes the electronic fence, two protective fences, a paved and unpaved patrol road, anti-vehicle ditch, electronic sensor, video equipment, etc. This cost includes that agricultural crossings, command centers, and facilities for housing soldiers who patrol each section of the fence.

This is an average price over the length of the fence. Certain portions of the fence are significantly more expensive because of difficult terrain and problems with water flow.

What part of the fence is a wall?

In certain areas, the Ministry has built an 8-meter (26-ft.) high wall rather than a fence. This was only done where there is Israeli population within about 750 m (2500 ft) (rifle range). Less than 5% of the fence’s route is a wall.

The IDF much prefers a fence to a wall in that it provides better security against incoming terrorists for three reasons:

· greater visibility of terrorist movement on the other side

· longer period of time to cross the barrier

· easier access for IDF forces to cross the barrier

What about the fence crossings?

The ministry is building a large number of crossings for Palestinians farmers to cross to get to their agricultural lands, which are on the Israeli side of the fence. These crossings are opened at specific times by soldiers during the agricultural season.  Other crossings are in the process of being built. These crossings are meant for both people and goods to cross. There will be between 5 and 7 such crossings built at a cost of approximately 150 million shekels ($34 million). These crossings are particularly important. When the Palestinians refer to their lack of movement, they are really referring to the difficulties and long delays necessary to cross the fence at the crossing points. Until now, even though it has been illegal, the Palestinians have crossed freely at many points at which there was no fence. The fence’s completion will cause more and more Palestinians to be directed towards these crossing points, which will cause significant delays.

What is the route of the fence?

The government in its cabinet meeting on Oct 1, 2003 decided the route of the fence.  Most of that route (over 80%) is within 5km (3mi) of the Green Line, the 1949 Armistice line. Some of the route, particularly around the large settlement blocs or Ariel and Karnei Shomron, divert up to 20 km (12 miles) from that line and have provoked public criticism of the fence’s route. Other areas such as the Etzion Bloc also diverge from Green Line but have caused less criticism. SFI believes that the debate over the route of the fence is a legitimate one, but the debate should not be used to delay the building of the fence. Every month of delay means that, on average, 25 Israelis are killed in terrorist attacks within Israel.

Can the fence be moved?

The fence has already been relocated in a number of places after it was built in order to make like easier for the Palestinians. The fence can not actually be moved, but it can be relocated by rebuilding it on a different route. Until the newer fence is completed, the old fence is still operational, providing security to the citizens of Israel.

Ironically, the sections of wall can actually be moved more easily. The “wall” portions are generally constructed of preformed concrete blocks, which can be moved to a different location.

How many Palestinians and how much West Bank land is on the Israeli side of the fence?

During the building of the first two stages of the fence, there were some Palestinians villages that were the Israeli side of the fence. Altogether, there are currently 11,000 Palestinians on the Israeli side of the fence. Once an additional fence between Baka el Garbia (Israel) and Baka el Sharkia (PA) is completed, that number will be reduced to 3,500. (Baka el Sharkia currently has an additional fence on its eastern side.) In addition, land that amounts to 1.5% of the West Bank is on the Israeli side of the fence.

In the next stages, the number of Palestinians on the Israeli side of the fence will increase to 15,000 and 6% of the West Bank land. This is primarily due to the fence route in the area of Ariel. These numbers exclude the Jerusalem area.

What is the route of the Fence in Jerusalem?

The fence in the area of Jerusalem is being erected on the municipal border of Jerusalem.  The fence includes most of the neighborhoods of East Jerusalem, which are currently parts of the Jerusalem municipality. Residents of these areas can both vote in Jerusalem elections and work anywhere in Israel. Neighborhoods outside the municipality, such as Abu Dis and Azaria, are on the other side of the fence.  Altogether, about 180,000 East Jerusalemites will be on the Israeli side of the fence, 50,000 East Jerusalemites will be on the Palestinian side of the fence, and an additional 70,000 Palestinians from areas surrounding East Jerusalem will be on the Palestinian side of the fence.

What are the Palestinian concerns in the Jerusalem area?

Whereas in other areas of the West Bank, Palestinians are concerned that they are on the Israeli side of the fence, in Jerusalem, the situation has been reversed.  Many Palestinians who live outside the fence will not be able to easily enter Jerusalem, because they do not have the necessary permits.  Actually, even before the fence was erected, they were not allowed to enter Jerusalem, but these rules could not be enforced.

Recently, there has been significant movement of people who previously resided in East Jerusalem back into the city limits. These residents fear that it will be difficult to commute to work within Israel from the other side of the fence. Many of these people left Jerusalem because of inexpensive housing in the PA. Property values and rents in East Jerusalem have soared in recent months.

SFI understands that the fence in Jerusalem is particularly difficult for the Palestinians.  However, the fence in Jerusalem is of utmost importance. Many terrorists have entered Israel through East Jerusalem and traveled from there freely all over Israel. For example, the suicide bomber of Egged Bus #37 in Haifa last year left Hebron, spent the night in Abu Dis, entered Jerusalem, and was driven up to Haifa. Once the fence is completed, it will be very difficult for a terrorist to enter Jerusalem from Abu Dis.

Why are the municipal boundaries of Jerusalem the best route for the fence in the Jerusalem area?

Any other route in the Jerusalem area would cause significant hardships to the residents of East Jerusalem. If the fence were to separate all of East Jerusalem from West Jerusalem, individuals and businesses in East Jerusalem would be significantly affected.  People living in these areas can currently work anywhere in Jerusalem (or the rest of Israel). Residents of West Jerusalem often frequent businesses in East Jerusalem. A fence between the two parts of the city would be very difficult.

In addition, due to internal Israeli politics, a fence that divides Jerusalem would be politically unfeasible. SFI believes in a pragmatic approach with regard to the fence. It is important to build the fence as soon as possible. Arguments regarding a division of Jerusalem by the fence would delay the building almost indefinitely.

If the fence were to include suburbs of Jerusalem such as Abu Dis and Azariah, significant numbers of Palestinians from the West Bank would now be part of Jerusalem. Most of the residents of these areas do not have Jerusalem residency and thus can not work in Jerusalem. These areas are also much more problematic from a security point of view as there is significant terrorist activity in these areas and limited intelligence from the GSS (Shin Bet).

What changes are needed in the Jerusalem area in order to deal with the humanitarian concerns of the area’s residents?

The most important issue is that of the crossing points in the Jerusalem area. Most Palestinians in Jerusalem when they express concern about the fence in Jerusalem are actually concerned with their ability of cross from one part of the city to another. 

Currently, crossing points between the West Bank and Israel are very problematic. There are often long waits and problematic conditions.  In addition, these crossing points pose significant security threats to the personnel manning them as has been demonstrated in a number of suicide bombings at crossing points. Significant investment in efficient and modern crossing facilities using advance technology (e.g. hand/eye identification) is necessary to reduce the problems at these locations.

In addition, medical and educational facilities need to be relocated to ease the difficulties for the Palestinian population. For example, Israel is currently working to install beds for dialysis patients in Abu Dis as currently these treatments are not available in that area – only in Jerusalem. Significant work needs to be done in other areas as well. There are many well-trained medical and education professional in the Palestinian community but there has not been the necessary infrastructure investment in the Palestinian areas near Jerusalem over recent years by the PA.

Doesn’t the fact that so many East Jerusalemites are included in the fence mean that the fence will not be effective?

There have been a few dozen residents from East Jerusalem who have been involved in terror. There have been no suicide bombers from East Jerusalem, though they have driven the suicide bombers to their destinations. East Jerusalem residents constitute a significant security threat. However, all of the terror cells that operated there received their direction for the West Bank. The explosives were assembled in the West Bank. The training came from the West Bank. All of these factors mean that once the fence is completed it will be more difficult for terror cells to successfully work from East Jerusalem. In addition, the GSS (Shin Bet) has extensive intelligence in East Jerusalem. After the establishment of the PA after the Oslo accords, many of the intelligence assets in the West Banks were lost.

Consider the terrorist bombing in Hebrew University campus that killed 7 in the summer of 2002. The terrorists from East Jerusalem were trained in Ramallah and received the bomb in Ramallah. They placed the bomb in the cafeteria at Hebrew University and left the campus to activate the bomb by remote control. The bomb failed.  They went back to the campus, retrieved the bomb, and brought it to the bomb repair facility in Ramallah. They waited a week, returned to Ramallah, retrieved the bomb and again brought it to Hebrew University. This time, unfortunately, they were successful.  In other words, the terrorists crossed the obstacle-free “line” three times with a bomb without being detected. With a fence, such activity would be much more difficult, if not impossible.

What will become of the settlements?

It is impossible to include within the fence all of the isolated settlements in the areas of the West Bank, as some of them are located deep within the territories, far from the “Green Line”. The IDF must do everything within its power in order to protect also the residents of the settlements that will not be included in the protected zone. According to security experts, the creation of a security fence will relieve the IDF, which is currently engaged in attempts to prevent terrorist infiltrations through the obstacle-free divide known as the “Green Line”, to cope with the missions of protecting the residents of these isolated settlements.

Some people say that Gaza is different than the West Bank. The fence works in Gaza but it won’t work in the West Bank.  Is this true?

Security experts agree that there is one major difference between the West Bank and Gaza. The West Bank requires a much longer fence. The fence around Gaza is 70 km long (45 miles); the fence around the West Banks is ten times as long. In fact, there are a number of factors that make the fence around Gaza more problematic than the fence in the West Bank.

The fence around Gaza is much closer to large population centers. Gaza is one of the most densely populated places on earth. The Gaza fence is much less technologically advanced than the West Bank Fence. The topography of the West Bank can be used to make the fence more effective.

We hear that the terrorists in Gaza regularly tunnel under the fence in Gaza; won’t they be able to do this into the West Bank?

Palestinians have been successful in digging tunnels from Gaza into Egypt in Rafah under the fence. They have been tunneling from one area under Palestinian control to an area under Egyptian control. Unfortunately, the Egyptians have done little to prevent this activity. Tunneling under the West Bank fences means that the exit of the fence on the Israeli side will be under Israeli control. In the meantime, the Palestinian side of the fence will also be under Israel control. In addition, the rocky nature of the West Bank will make tunneling quite difficult.  

Much of the opposition to the fence in Israel has come from the right. Isn’t the fence an acknowledgement of Palestinian sovereignty over the areas on the other side of the fence?

The fence cannot and should not, in itself, be interpreted as any acknowledgement whatsoever of Palestinian sovereignty over the areas that will not be included within the protected zone. The erection of the security fence does not involve any retreat or relocation of Israeli population. The purpose of the security fence is to prevent the infiltration of suicide bombers and terrorists. The future borders of Israel and a Palestinian state will be settled during negotiations. Hopefully, the reduction in terrorist attacks after the fence is completed will result in a political climate that will be conducive to negotiations.

How can Israel afford to build such a costly fence?

According to economic experts, Israel cannot afford NOT to build the security fence.  According to a recent Bank of Israel report, Israel has lost 17 Billion Shekels ($4 Billion) a year in lost GNP due to Palestinian terror. The security fence entails a one-time expenditure of less than 8 Billion Shekels ($1.5 Billion). Finance Minister Benyamin Netanyahu told SFI in a meeting last year that the fence is the only expenditure, which will pay for itself in less than a year.

Due to Palestinian terror Israel has faced:
· enormous security costs for increased security operations within Israel

· tremendous costs of treating and rehabilitating the injured and their families, as well as the families of the deceased

· fatal damage to tourism – a substantial source of income for the state of Israel
· severe damage to the economy as a result of lack of local and foreign investments
Israel will still need to bear the costs of maintaining and guarding the fence, but these costs are minor compared to the cost of terror. 

Some of Palestinian villages near the Green Line have had very good relations with the Israeli towns nearby. The fence there creates hatred. Is the fence in those areas really necessary?

Most Palestinians are not terrorists, and there have been good relations built up over the years. However, there is no way to prevent Palestinians coming from nearby areas, particular the centers of Palestinian terror in the major cites of the West Bank, Nablus, Jenin, Ramallah, and Hebron, into these same towns. For example, Kibbutz Metzer had very good relations with the nearby villages on the other side of the Green Line. In fact, members of the kibbutz protested against the MOD plan to build the fence between them and those villages. The opposition evaporated on the night the Sirhan Sirhan from Jenin crossed the obstacle-free Green Line and murdered five residents of the kibbutz, including a mother and her two children.  The terrorist was not from the friendly nearby village. Clearly, a continuous fence needs to be built along the entire West Bank.

The Gaza fence has been effective, but the Palestinians have started using Kassam missiles. Why build a fence if they are going to switch to missiles?

Kassam missiles are a terrible development in our area, but they have not been successful tools for terrorists. Kassam missiles have killed no Israelis during the Intifada. A suicide bomber blowing himself up on a bus is the equivalent of 20 direct hits by missiles on that bus. Clearly, the IDF needs to do more to prevent these missile attacks and destroy their launchers. However, every type of attack needs to have appropriate defense. Suicide bombers necessitate building a fence.

How effective is the 200 km of fence that was already been completed?

According to reports from the IDF and the MOD the fence has tremendously effective in reducing Palestinian terror. Cities like Netanya, Hadera, and Afula, which were repeatedly hit by terror attacks, have been free of terror since the fence was completed last year. The GSS and IDF have been more successful in foiling attacks in other areas as the terrorists are forced to go around the fence. Additional efforts often entail additional people, which means that human intelligence assets are more likely to warn of a potential attack.

Does the fence have popular support in Israel?

Recent polls in Israel have shown that over 80% of the Jewish population in Israel favor the fence, while 12% do not approve of the fence. Pollsters have told SFI that this kind of support is unheard of in Israel.  For example, fewer people agree that smoking causes cancer. In addition, close to 50% of the Israeli Arab population also agrees that a fence should be built.

Why is the U.S. Government against the fence?

This is not really true. We have met with U.S. Ambassador Daniel Kurtzer and he told us that the U.S. government has problems with parts of the route of the fence, not with the fence itself. Frequent discussions between the Israeli government and the US have resulted in significant changes in the route of the fence.  

Doesn’t the fence kill the “Road Map”?

The only way to get the Road Map (or any other peace plan) back on track is by completing the Security Fence.

SFI believes that the only way to get back to the negotiating table is by building the security fence.  The fence is the only truly effective way to stop the attacks inside Israel, and allow Israel and the Palestinians to get back to the negotiating table. Without a fence, we are empowering the small group that dispatches the suicide bomber to derail any peace process at will. Without a fence, Israelis will not be willing to make any territorial concessions that will be necessary for peace.

Once the fence is completed the Palestinians will be caged in.  Won’t that hatred result in greater violence than without a fence?

There is probably no place on Earth that Israelis are more hated than in the Gaza Strip.  Hamas and Islamic fundamentalism is much stronger there than in the West Bank.  The economic situation and living conditions are horrible. However, Palestinians terrorists have not been successful entering Israel from the Gaza Strip because of the fence.

Gazans haven’t tried very hard to enter Israel from Gaza because it is so easy to enter from the West Bank. Once the fence is built around the West Bank, won’t the Gaza fence also be less effective?

This is not true. Over 70 Palestinians terrorists in Gaza have been killed along the fence trying to get into Israel.

If the fence is so important, why is it not being built more quickly?

SFI has been asking this question for the last three years.

What is Security Fence for Israel?

The “Security Fence for Israel” movement was established in order to end the bloodshed in our population centers. SFI is a non-partisan movement, acting towards the establishment of a security fence between the Palestinian population centers and the Israeli population that will prevent the harsh terror attacks inflicted upon the inhabitants of the state. Such a security fence could, according to security experts, dramatically reduces and prevents the terror organizations’ ability to infiltrate terrorists into our population centers.

The movement does not express a position in the political debate concerning the future of the occupied territories and the details of the agreement with the Palestinians, if and when such an agreement shall be reached. The perspective of the movement is that the fence does not obligate any withdrawal from the West Bank or of settlers from the West Bank. This key point significantly facilitates public support for the plan across a broad spectrum of the Israeli public.
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