Katsav supports demand for fence between Israel, Palestinians
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JERUSALEM (November 9) - Members of the Gader Lehaim (A Fence for Life) organization found a receptive ear yesterday when they sought the intercession of President Moshe Katsav in their quest to erect a security fence between Israel and the Palestinians.

Gader Lehaim, a relatively new grass roots movement, was founded following the terrorist attack by a suicide bomber on the disco at Tel Aviv's Dolphinarium.

Horrified by the large number of young people killed and injured, Ilan Zion, the founder and chairman of Gader Lehaim, began to talk to friends and acquaintances about the necessity to put up a security fence to save Israeli lives.

Zion says his campaign is non-political and is based solely on security. Because of this he has been able to recruit support from across the political spectrum. "We have people from both the Right and the Left," he told Katsav, "because regardless of their political differences, there is consensus over safety and security."

Gader Lehaim has six branches in different parts of the country, and is growing all the time.

In addition to conducting symposia on the need for security, it has people positioned at traffic intersections to talk to passersby and to drivers waiting for the lights to change.

"We believe that a fence which will separate us from the Palestinians is the only way to stop the bloodshed," Zion told Katsav.

"The sooner we have the fence, the more lives we can save. We also believe that separation will speed up the peace process."

Other members of the delegation spoke of the need to apply pressure on politicians, saying the cost of the fence is less than losses sustained due to the drastic drop in tourism and the theft of cars by Palestinians.

Katsav, who has long advocated separation, said that if there was a solution in sight for peace with the Palestinians, there would be no need for interim measures such as the construction of a fence.

Declaring that he was more or less in agreement with the principles voiced by Gader Lehaim, Katsav stipulated that the fence, if constructed, would be an Israel Defense Forces fence based purely on military, security, and defense considerations.

"It won't stop terrorism altogether," he said, "but it will reduce its impact."

Under the present circumstances, Katsav noted, it is easier for Palestinians to cross into greater Israel than it is to cross from one country into another in Europe.

"We have no choice other than to put up a fence," he said. "I don't see terrorism stopping soon."

Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat has declared his readiness for a cease-fire on numerous occasions, Katsav observed, "but it hasn't happened."

Katsav pointed out that with the escalation of terrorist activities, not only residents of settlements are in danger but the whole country.

"We have to erect the fence in all areas where the security situation demands it," he said, "even in Jerusalem if necessary."

Katsav who discussed the matter with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said that there is divided opinion in the government, with some ministers supporting the idea and others completely opposed to it.

