ELJM one ICPTU REPCRTS SUPPORT FCR AUNGARIAN WORKFRS 1/14/57
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1. FRUSSEIS: The Interna icnal Confederation of Free Trade
Unione reportr that contributioms to its eolidarity fupd for
Bungarian workers nuntlw to come inf rom all parte of the free
R\, | \_iﬂ
2. Among recent contributions is $50, from the Americen

Pedersition of Lzbor i@m and Congress of imammewgk ‘ndustrial
Organizations, The United Automobile Workers of America sent
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world.

another €25,000, and the American Aauuuin'l:l.an of Mgchinists
$2,575. Blsewhere in the Americae, contritutions to the solidarity
fund have come from the Cansdian Iabor congress and the chemicel

workers of Ganada, as well as :('ru: -I.-ha patrnlam workers of

?anamlug gnd trade unions of Momtiserrat, British eet Indiea.
— 3 In Europe, the Danish trade union federation voted to
give 250,000 Danish crowns for Humgarian relief, and the Milan
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affiliates of the Itali_m free trgde unions sent three million
lire to ICFTU. The Eritiah Tradee Union Congress made a

s i

further contribution of 15, 000 _pounds, and Austrian worle rs
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collected another 1,049,000 shillings in December,
4, Other donstions to aid Hungarian workers came from the

Philippines, Japan end New Zealand.

5. The members of the Estonian Seamens' union in exile decided

to contribute two hours wgges to the international solidarity
fund. The Estonian seamen aleo organized a public meeting in
Stockholm which condemned soviet intervention in Hungary.

6. ICPTU noted that other similar demonstrstions were organised
by trede unions in the United States, ﬂnln!l_b}:: Cuba end the
Ggri'p_'_iiul_n area, as well as in the Phli_EEpinau, ﬁ&;, France,
Spain and the Netherlands. (MORE) ' )
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7. The Austrien trade union federation, ICFTU saild, is
continuing its efforts in two % ways -- by helping to care for
Hungerian refugees and by sending aid to workers in Burgary.

A second convoy of 7,000 food gift parcels were distributed in
Budspeat factaries by Austrien trade unionists several weeks &ago,
gnd a third convoy is to depart for Bungary soom. ‘
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1. Vienna: The Intergove nmental Committee for Eurovean Migraticn
has reported that during the last week it arranged transportation to
new countries for nearly 600 refugees from Communist Hunzary,

2, Canada led the list of receiving countries by accepting
328 refugees. Other ocutgoing movements ineluded two ship transports
to South America. WS Early in the week 30 Hungarian refugees left
vienna for Genoa, Italy, to board a ship for Venezuela and
Colombia. Another ship 48 ta dng 100 Hunrarians--75 of them bound
for Brsazil, 18 for Chile and seven for Uruguay.

3. One other overseas ecountry was a destinzation-«~the United States.
Fifty-five Hungarian refuzees traveled by ICEM bus to Munich, Gemmany,
to board a U.S. Military plans.
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5. In Burope itself, Prarcg recsived A2 refugsea. ho traveled
from Vienna &P to Strasbourg by rail,

&. The total nuuber of bungarian refugees wh.uliu:;m laft Austyrila
for rusettlement in nations &l over the world siimew—O6f-her 28

now stands at 140,485, it was reported by ICEM,

(1cem ho  RAJ 1530) Purg-.



,'\bmc 5 2,000 MORE HUNGARIANS LEAVE AUSTRIA @ 6/1/57
| l. Vienna: The Intergovermmental Committes for European
mmwnmmymumum past week nearly
2,000 more Hungarian refugees left Austria for new and permaneant
h_uinurimnwunt\ world. All made the move with the

add of ICEN, <12 G f

2. hummmt sald the largest signgle group of
Hungarians, 1,27’; left Salsburg lMay 27 for Marseille to sail for
Australia aboard a U.S. transport, With their leho&nled arrival
m‘&‘m will have trensported nearly 8,000 Hungarians to
Australia since the first escapees from Sonliat suppression in
Hmhﬂﬂnﬂrhbrairlnnﬂumrzg, |

3. Since May 24, the ICEM anncuncement aﬁ-d, another |
271 Hungarian refugees were flown to the United States aboard 7.9, |
I:I.l:l.tlrrm plnnu,;ﬂ!pﬂwtumhmincmda “l
others for Swd-n Venezusla and South Afrioca.

b ‘!’ut-umr, two ICEM flights left Austria carrying a

m&%mmmmfumnmmatam-m
Australia,

5. hmul:IMMdmtmmmbm&lm
mﬂunprhmmnhndmmlmm bringing the total to
171,303 Hungarians who have registered ﬂ.thMrilnﬂm
- authorities since last October 28th, Of this mumber, ﬁ:ﬁﬂ:
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-/ TRANSLATION OF LETTFR FROM

IMEH.?MTENAL &;HF“'IERAI‘IE‘I OF FRUE TRADE UNIONS

URNITED NATICNS k ..GH COI>TISIONER FCR REFUGEES

ES/B/md _ " Brussels, January 7, 1957

Mr. Auguste Lindt,

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
GENEVA,

e, - 16l
In reply to the letter addressed to uﬁ by Mr. James M, Read, Deputy
High Commissioner for Refugees, and Mr, Phillippe de Seynes, Assistant

Secretary of the United Nations, we wish to bring to your attention the action
‘taken by the ICFTU and its ur.gﬁninntinns in favor of the Hungarian refugees.

At the very beginning of the Hungarian erisis, the ICFTU issued an
appeal to the free workers, asking them to contribute genercusly to the pro-
gram of ald both for tke workers in Hungary and for those who have had to take
refuge abrcad. In particular, it invited its affiliated organizations and the
International Trade Secretariats to give generously te the ICFTU Internaticnal
Solidarity Fund, The rapid and spontanecus response to this appeal was re-
markakle, and the amounts contributed to our International Solidardity Fund for

--.:,]:L_purpuse of sending help te the Hungarians have se¢ far reached the figure

of 5005000 dollars.
" We have asked the j.ust.rianww Unio

mur.tu tn Qﬂ&‘ N0C AuBtriar “’hﬂlings par mnnth. LU,UGB
Mﬁﬂﬁa blrenlu to the valus of 650,000 auhinings, have been distributed
ﬂf@ém a8 uﬂi as olothing to the value of 500,000 schillings.
i-fﬂﬁ'h Bnmr 15, 1956, 4,000,000 schillings had been sent, thrﬂugh the inter-
mediary of the austrian Traﬂe Bninn Federation, to alleviate the sufferings
of the refugees, The free trade unions! aid prcgrm alse includes the publi-
cation of a bulletin in Hungarian containing practical irformation, the or-
ganigzation of artistic prcgrams executed by refugee Hungsrian artists, as well
as film shows in the refugee camrs,

In order to facilitate the transfer of refugees from Austria to other
democratic countries, we have asked our affiliated organizations to intervene
with their respective governments te get them to increase their immigration
quotas and to arrange for placing means of transwort a2t the disposal of the
Intergoverrmentsl Committee for European Migration, We can state that the
interventions by our affiliates have met with a favorable response,

Apart from our direct actien, through the intermediary of the Austrian
Trade Union Federation, we are alsc contributing to the action of International
Lavor Assistance, an organization with which we are associated.
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Before the Soviet intervention, we had sent to Hungary 100 tons of
medicine and fcod for the Hungarian workers. We have continued to send food
parcels to the Hunparian workers; they are distributed by the representatives
of the Austrian Trade Union Federation as the pesult of an agreement between
that Federation and the Hungarian authorities, Although this dees not actually
some under the heading of action for the refugees, we wish o bring it te your
notice, Two convoys, the first with 4,500 parcels and the second with 7,000
parcels, have already arpived in Hungary. Others will follow.

We take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation of the
sonsiderable task accomplished by your Office, a task which from the very
beginning has proved to be of the preatest utility. We fully appreciate its
importence, and we preaffirm the support which we had from the very beginning
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given to your predecessor, whose untimely death we deeply regret, We have
been favorably impressed by the action of ycur Office, as described in the
report. to the United Nations, and we regret that the govermmental contribu-
ticns to the United Nations Refugee Fund for 1956 have rot yet reached the
figure which had been fixed, We very much hope that all the governments will
fulfill their undertakings as soon as possible,

We wish to stress particularly on this occasion that the situation of
the refugees, from the point of view of residence, nationality and emplovment
opportunities, should be normalized as rapidly as possible, We consider that
‘the refugees should benefit, after a short period of residence, from the same
rights as the nationals of the country, that every facility should be giwen
them to adopt the nationality of the host country if they so desire and that,
in the meantime, they should be protected against any discrimination in the
matter of employment and social security. As regards the transfer of those
whe are still living in the camps, in particular aged or partially disabled
persons, we believe that a great upsurge 'of humanitarian action should permit
their rehabilitation under normal living conditions,

This problem has once again become of immediate importance in view of
the influx of Hungarian refugees into Austria, The splendid effort of the,
Austrian people and the warm welcome which the Hungarians have received in
Austria should place an cbligation on other demooratic nations to ease Austria's
‘burden, We appeal, through you, to all authorities to reduce the transfer
formalities to a minimum, to refrain from carrying out a selection of candi-

_dates, and not to allow themselves to be guided by utilitarian motives in an
action which should at all ceosts have ne other than humanitarian aims.

We declare our readiness to cooperate with you and with the United
Nations in general with a view to contributing towards the most rapid and com=~
plete integratiocn possible, not only of the Hungarian refugees, but also of
n£~¢th;raurigiauTnii;ﬁﬁélaigiiv!ﬁ;ﬁ{ﬁf*thtir-u&nptt?e coumtridens———— -

We shall keep you informed of any flirther actdcn we may take, and we
should appreciate it if you would reciprocate.

Yours faithfully,

(sed.) J.H. OLDENBROEK
- General Secretary



