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RUMORS CONCERNING POSTPONEMENT OF THE DERY TRIA]!‘/

SOURCE MUNICH: Confidential socurce.

DATE OF OBSERVATION: Mid-October 1957,

ENGLISH SUMMARY: A few days before the trial, scheduled for the
beginning of October before Judge Dr. Lajos VIDA, the arrested
writers DERY, HAY, ZELK and TARDOS were brought to the BUDAPEST
prison at Marko street.

The day before the trial the Government Information
Office told the press that correspondents would be permitted to
attend the trial —— for their owvn information; but only the official
MTI (Hungarian News Agency) Bulletin would appear in the press,

The trial was then unexpectedly postponed with the
explanation of the Information Office that the presiding Jjudge had
fallen ill with Asiatic Flu. Other reports linking the postponement

of the trial with the death of the poet Szabs seem to be based on
incorrect information, source thinks. )

_ Toward the middle of October rumors spread that DERY e
‘and his friends were re-transferred to the Secret Police pripcn’

- on Foe utca. It was then conjectured that the trial would be
~ postponed. : | | AR

- Irom BUDAYELL that a Hungarian Supreme Court official had
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to death in reply to a statement by the British Liberal
;:?E;nig:deg GRIMOND that he had received information that DERY
had been tried in secret and his life was in imminent danger,

A1l these denials and attempts to soothe display well
the regime’s disturbance at the close interest_with which the
free world is following the fate of the Hungarlaq.writera in
jail. They may also be interpreted as the spreading of a smoke-
screen behind which the regime wants to settle accounts with the
writers. The severe restrictions imposed upon the Hungarian
press in covering the political trials -- apparent from reading
the papers but here reported explicitly for the first time --
+ies in well with the "smokescreen" policy.

It is recalled in thie connection that the papers
carried only a dozenline MTI communigué on the trial and sentence
of writer Domonkos VARGA and his three fellow writers despite the
fact that the trial lasted —-- according to the same comminiqué —-
for several days (see "Nepszabadsag" of 10 October 1957).

Dr. Lajos VIDA, formerly attached to the SZEKSZARD county
court, was appointed to the Supreme Court in May 1957. Under the
Presidium decree No. 34/1957 (published in the Official Gazetteer
on 15 June 1957) the people’s court set up at the Supreme Court |
as a special tribunal can proceed in all cases (without their going
through the courts of inferior level), if the president of the
Supreme Court or the Chief Prosecutor so decide., In view of the
paramount importance of the case of DERY, HAY, TARDOS and ZELK, it
is probable that it will be tried before the special people’s court
of the Supreme Court.

Radio BUDAPEST reported on 4 October 1957 that "every Y-
second person" was affected by "Asiatic" flu in BUDAPEST. There= =
fore it can be assumed that Judge VIDA may also have fallen victim =
of the epidemic and that the trial had to be adjourned. The "Neue =X
Zurcher" article mentioned in this report was published on N T
October 28 and said that the trial against DERY and the other threé =
writers began on Octocher 2 but was interrupted a day after. B -,
Poet Lorinc Szavo died on October 3 and the regime was afraid of

demonstrations at the burial if the trial against the writers were
continued. :

S One might also presume that the "Asiatic" flu of Judgeé
s offered the regime a good opportunity to postpone the trial
& view to the situation created by the death of Lurinu"ﬂifﬁ-

- It is known from available information that important -

at the BUDAPEST Foe uteca eir trié
prison, which also before the October
;Egiuif?ﬂlutinn-“aa shared by the military tribunal aﬁﬂf@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁr“"
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 arra nhivatkozhatnak, hogy az irék periének térgyaldsa —— ujabb ha-
1asztést fog szenvedni, L
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. DERI Tibor, HAY Gyula, TARDOS Tibor és ZELK Zoltdn
{igyében a népbirésdg dr. VIDA Lajos tandcsa 1957 oktdéber ele jére
(a pontos napra forrds nem emlékszik) tilzte ki a tdrgyalédst. A
letartdztatott irédkat néhdny nappal a kitiizétt idépont eldtt a
RUDAPEST Fé utcai bdrtdnbbl a Markd utcal iigyészségl foghdzba
gzdllitotték 4t.

A T4d3ékoztatdsi Hivatal a birdsdgi tdrgyaldst megeldzo
napon telefonon engedélyt adott a lapok azerkesztdbizottsdgainak,
hogy torvényszéki tudositdik a DERI-per térgyaléedn részt vehesse-
nek. Egyben arra is figyelmeztetie a szerkeszt8bizottesdgokat,
hogy & perrdl sem tudositdst, sem kommentért nem kdzdlhetnek
hanem csak & Magyar Tdvirati Iroda hivatalos jelentéselt kGz0l-
hetik majd.

A birdsdgon megjelent torvényszéki tuddsitdk a tdrgyalds
napjdnak reggelén ast a meglepo hirt telefondltdk meg lapjaiknak,
hogy & DERI-per tdrgyeldsa egyellre elmarad, Az okot majd a T4jékoz-

tatdsi Hivatal fogjia 2 sajtéval kdzdlni.

A tuddsiték telefonértesitése utdn pdr érdval a lapok
telefonon megkaptdik a T4 jékoztatdsi Hivatal bizalmas értesitését
is, azzal, hogy azt a lapokban nem szabad lek&z¥lni. Eszerint
a DERI-per tédrgyaldsit azért kellett vdratlanul elhalasztani, mert
dr. VIDA Lajos tandcselntk fzsial influenzdban megbetégedett. A
T4 jékoztatdsi Hivatal a szerkesztdbizottsdgokat az uj térgyaldsi
jdSpontrol kelld iddben fogia majd értesiteni.

A lapszerkesztdségek leellendrizték a hirt és meg-
pizonyosodtak arrél, hogy dr. VIDA valéban édzsiai influenﬂgban
petegedett meg. Igy téves értesillésen alapult a nyugati lapokban,
igy a '"Neue Ziiricher Zeitung"-ban is megjelent az a hir, mintha
Dg%zék perét Szabd Lorine naldldéra valé tekintettel halasztottédk

volna el.

1957 oktéber kbzepén BUDAPESTL ujsdgiréd k8rok arrél szerez—
tek tudomast, hogy DERI Tihort &és tdrsait révidesen a Marké utcail
bHrtonbsl a P8 utcai bdrtdnbe fogidk visszaszdllitani. EbbOL
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