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PART 1

TWO REPORTS ON INCREASING INTERNMENT AND THE KISTARCSA CAMP

SCURCE PARIS: Confidential; details available at Hungerian
Bvaluation Desk. |

DATE OF OBSERVATION: To 20 September 1957.

ENGLISH SUMMARY: Mass internment takes place in waves, always
‘Increasing before some National Holiday or Annivaraary=ﬁhich

might have the slightest connection with the revolution. The
majority of those arrested are workers. Some 1aaﬂ1ngjpulttidiana,_
on the other hand, remain at liberty —- presumably because the

- possibility of a puppat "ecoalitioon govarnmant“ ‘has not ﬂltqgethanﬁ
.~ been abandoned. rl

ﬁ? The underlying purpose of the‘intarnm&nt is tn.qgread zh;
p uncertainty and fear. Internment is practiualry "“_;ﬂ ﬁﬁr ”;
. indefinite period, without any charge being brou,

75 1danunciat&nn is quita enough for thﬂ1arreut %b _Clnhﬂh

h ' This action is appliad,ngt-nnly g a t a %
-@ﬂpta in the revolution last Cctober, butgﬂwﬁoinﬁE.
rannﬁ who had previously been Jﬂilaﬂwar interned
‘I;i ons since 1945. This means that a great many
1 n iabla Elgmunta" risk mtament aﬁza‘ v time.

ot T i ]
-\_in" e

'h.



1TEM NO. 5892 /57

2

be @ 't'[‘iﬂl'?" Tigsitors are admitted in M
AT e 'n:'.lnd-{_‘:\lffEd even .

atd nope there will
P s Interned persons =

alphabetical n;der.

during the visit.
o * inPormation on the {mplementation
B U ON COMMENT: Available iniormd _

JgikigT%ﬁis céncerninq pnlitical internment (Presidium Decree 1o,
D2 s “  of 14 July 1957) and on the

13 December 1956 and No. 4 :
z;nggtigns prevalling in the internment camps 15 rather scanty

and vague.

Tt can be congidered as sgtahlished fact that the number
olitical internees runs into several thousands and that a large

Pt i in the reactivab KISTARCSA
number of internees are detained 1n‘:ﬂtn1ea;t1va,gd .“ST 5.

amp (see e.g. GRAZ RFE Item No. 2440/01 and PARIS RFE ltem -~
o ' 7TEN. )

No. 5341{57) and at the newly ostablished TOERCEL camp (see
RPE Iteme Nos. 4836 and 5292/57) «

MUNICH RFE Item No. 3851/57 hinted priefly at the
appalling conditions of inmates at both camps. It is interesting
to mention in this context the "Esti Hirlap" article of 18 June
1957, entitled nSunday-visit to the TTSTARCSA camp”, which
depicted 2 rather idyllic picture of the conditlons of the

internees.
Distinction should be made between political interment j i§

proper, where the victim is deprived of his freedom for a minimum
extendable by the Minister of the Interior

in agreement with the chief Prosecutor, and the short-term 33
placing under police custody on the eve of holidays and anniver-
saries which, according to the fragmentary information at onY. Sl
disposal, does not exceed one week. The two repressive measures
are more or less indistinct to the people as both involve 1nsﬁﬁﬁ%&'
freedom, and it may happen that the shori-term custody is changeley.

into internment proper. .

Although the following two reports are somewhat ?agﬂﬁf?iﬂ
may also seem exaggerated, still they give a persuasive feeling
of the widespread state of anxiety of the population because 0+
large scale internments and other repressive measures, as well
as of the hardships of internees in the KISTARCSA camp. - e A

. -
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X X X

Becslés szerint kdriilbelill 40.000 ember van Neanles
%ﬁtﬁrﬂﬁl?a- Az interndlédsok ldtszolag minden réﬁdﬁsh%fﬁ& 2
rténnek és a tdrsadalom legkillnbdzibb rétﬁsaiﬁiﬁ&;jﬁﬁgh'f}f:..
oredményében azonban ugy 1&tszik, hogy nemcsalk szémban, d€ Foo s
Kos ardnyban is legttbb kdzillik a munkds. Interndltalk MEC
denkit, aki a gydrak forradalmi (munkds) tandcsaiba "
ugyanakkur:azabaﬂnn_hagytak nagynafﬁ[ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ“»tﬂ , a’
pl. KOVACS Bélat. Ez utﬂbbinak'ﬂz,B,ﬁﬁgyaﬁfgflé-Tif_ﬂ.;
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nincs teljesen elejtve egy koalicios kormdny al akitdsdnalk lehe-
tdsége, amikoris majd ezeket az embereket akar jdk felhaszndlni
egy létszat-koalicio megalakitdeéndl, — esetleg akaratuk ellenére
18

Az interndldsck hullédm-szerilen jonnek, legttbbszor egy-
egy nemzeti iinnep eldtt vagy olyan évfordulé alkalmdbdl ami
valamiképpen emlékeztet a magyar forradlomra. Mindenki el wvan
készillve arra, hogy a kbvetkez’ nagy letartoztatdsi hulldm a
forradalom egy éves évforduloia elétt lesz.

A tomeges interndlds célja kétsigteleniil a mecfél
Ez mindenesetre sikeriilt ia, mert ma mdr mindenki rettgz é:miégjz'
hogy személyl szabadsdga egy lédthatatlan haiszdlon filgg. Egyeﬁ."
len névtelen levél elegendd ahhoz, hogy mindenfaijta kihallgatds
nélkill barkit leinterndl janak. Az interndlds iddtartama teljegen
bizonytalan. Idinként egyeseket kiengednek, de ezzel a szém
nem csokken, mert ugyanakkor ujabbakat visznek el.

Az interndldsok mdsik c¢élja az, hogy a szémukra v lyes—
nek latszo elemeket "biztos helyen” tudﬁﬁ’.gylgy 1genr§ﬁkeﬁfﬁé§&5’
szemely aki politikai biintett miatt 1945 6ta biintetve vagy inter-
nélva volt, most ujra le van tartoztatva., Tehdt nemcsak olyan
politikai foglyoknak akiket a forradalom alatt szabaditottak ki a
bortdntkbol, kell hdtralevd biintetdsilket kitdlteni, de letartoz—
tattak olyanokat is, akik bdrtdnbiintetdésiiket kitslt5tték és a. .
forradalmat megé}ﬁzﬁ években szabadlédbra keriiltek. T hyhéi

f '

A legnagyobb interndlotdbor a KISTARCSAi. Olyan

a zsufoltsdg, hogy egy szalmazsdkon hat-nyole amhﬁrt_hg““ﬁ* ﬁkf'
el. A mésodik nagylétszdmu tdbor a TOKOLI. Hire jﬁﬁ;lﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁﬁ-*&~~
még nagyobdb interndlotdbor feldllitdsdt tervezik a Duna-Pisza

kd8z6tt. A~-Tisza

¥ - T e R I ot <
v KISTARCSAn a hozzédtartozok négy-8t hetenkint ldtogat ﬁ-qws |

. jék meg a 'fpg-lgakﬁ‘t. Vasdrnap reggel a tébor és a vasut 3%;:‘:{"’ =

- k8z8tti uton negyes sorokban #Allnak d-b-¢ rendben a ldtogatok.
:Hyf.f védek ugyanug -1ﬁtﬂ53¢hatﬂﬂkjTﬂintTﬁfﬁbﬁgg??fﬁtﬁfif”?ﬁ%%wﬁﬁi:'
. 14togatdsi engedélyt a csaldd dtadnatja az fgyvédnek.'
~ _azonban az 8rdk gunyosan jegyszik meg, hog /&

vall . ! _ _ '.--t,'.@ L" rédre
 kér kblteni a pénziket", mert tdrgyalds g?],, an figyv

 sem lehet szikaég. o
A foglyok a létogatds ideje alati
- ﬁ“; r";ﬁ'—.h# i A |
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PART II,

THE INTERNMENT CAINP AT KISTARCSA

SOURCE VIENNA: A former inmate of the KISTARCSA internment camp,
DATE OF OBSERVATION: Early May to end of June 1957.

ENGLISH SUMMARY: As a result of the mags arrests following the
revolution, the camp at KISTARCSA is again in use. The camp comes
under the administration of the Ministry of the Interior and is
uged as a "transit" camp. From this camp the internees are
brought to the BUDAPEST Marko utca prison, where they are held
prior to and during their trial.

P
Source repeats that the foed and general conditions are

appalling. The camp is policed by a force of 250. Because of
overcrowding & new internment camp was set up at TOEKOEL.

1957. majus 5.-én esate a rendlOraég letartéztatta forrdst
és bevitték a 16, kerﬁliti Xopliténysdera, Innen keriilt ki egy
rabszdllité auté a KISTARCSAi intemdld téhorba., A v4d ellene
ellenforradalmi szervezkedds és tevéke

2

nység velt., A téborban Aj
hdrom napig békén hagytdk. A harmadilk nepon este kezd8dvtt meg g
a kihallgatés, &
A KISTARCSA-3 intern#16 tébor o

The Internment Camp in KISTARCSA

S ite W
A forradalom el6tt KISTARCSA e rwn dbrség "fngorligﬂﬁﬁ:-
riuma" volt. Akik a hosszu borténédvekben egészaségileg tonkrementek,
azokat a rendfrség KISTARCSL—ra helyezte és ittt +8bb héten keresz=
tiil jobdb ellétéﬂmaréazeaitette, mieldtt szabadldbra keriiltek. 4
forradalom utédn a tOmeges letartdztatisok nyomdn ezt a tdbort is

ujra mint interndld +4£

bort haszndljdk. Itt ejtik meg az elsS
kihallgatdsokat, Innen Kertilnek az elitélenddk a y

S'I-ilq 4 -:: g 5
Markd uteai lgyészaégi bortdnbe. S i

I N
Jr -

A tébor 1étszdma 1957 juniusdvan kv =~1400 26 N
volt. A 14-18 év X8riili fia Ui et S aopoat20 10 S

talkoruak 1£tszdma 550 600 fére volt
tehetl, Volt még a tdborban kb. 150-200 néi interndlt is, ezeknek
majdnem a fele 14-16 éves lény volt. RN ST

b 1 S SN

Miutén a tdmeges letartéztatésok miatt KISTAR c SA sem
bizonyult elegendének, TSKQL-ﬁn uj interndlé tdvort 16t \17%_14 3
. ez VS .-__ |_...
()

-4 -_ -1 _'- :'?_?"1 r‘::"-l;- “

1_'i- #30
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Sok nbi internidlton kiviil itt vannak azok a prominens politikusok
és szabadségharcnsﬂk ig, akik a forradalom alatt kiilonlegesen
kitiintek mngatartéﬂukkal. Ugyancsak TOKO0IL-6n van egy kilon rész-
leg, 2hol & 1etartéztatott papok 4s apdcdk nyertek elhelyezést.,

A KISTARCSA—=1 +4por Brzése
Guerding Of the Camp

A tdvor Orzése XD. 550 karhatalmista és rendbér végzi.
Szolgdlati idejitk 24 éra, majd utdna 24 4ra szebad idejilkk van,
Az Brszemélyzet pihenéje 2 CINKOTA-i erddben 1év8 volt hadianyag—
raktdr éplileteiben van &s szolgdlattételre rendfrségi teherautdkon
gz411itjdk Gket a t4bor teriiletére, Szervezetileg &z internédlé
tdbor & Eelﬁgyminiaztérium ald tartozik.

A tdbort négy ortorony seazi kéril., A kiilsb érok paro-
adval 6rzik a tabor teriiletét. A sétdk alkalméval még 18 rendér
Brzi a sétdldkat. Természetesen szigoru veszélgetési tilalom van,

ennek elleneére azonban mindig sikerul valahogy a tobbi interndlttal
az érintkezést felvenni.

Az interndltak u.n. agin €s tomegcelldkban vannak el-
helyezve, A tomeges celldkban kb, 70-80-ember wvan elhelyezve., A
+door teriiletére rkez8 rabokat egy khakl azinii dukkozott rabszél-
14t4 kocein hozzdk. A koesin hétul kémleld nyilds ven, minden
oldaldn hArom ablakkal wvan ell4tva. Az egyik ilyen kocsinak &

rendszémdt forrés meg is jegyezte: RB 327, 10 vagy 12 rabot lehet
egy ilyen koesival szédllitani.

Ell4tas
Food Supply

Az elldtds a taborban katasztréfdlis. Egy napi kenyér—
adag 20 dkg. Reggel kménymagos leves, délben vékony zoldfbzelék

vagy képosztalé, este pbtkdvé. Hust egydltaldban nem kapnak az
jnterndltak és krumplit 1is csak ritkén.

End.




> TRANSLATION
(29 Oet 1957)

ITEM No. 5892/57

SPECTAL ATTENTION: Political Advisor EDL
Audlience Analysis Oct 17

IV-7264%
IX- 6490/a

HUNGARY

Persecution (EEDél#//
Morale and CGeneral Mood (2002) (200%)
Prisons and Camps {2506/b)

PART I

TWO REPORTS ON INCREASING INTERNMENT AND THE KISTARCSA
CAMP

SOURCE PARIS: Confidential; details available at Hungarian
valuation Desk. o

DATE OF OBSERVATION: To 20 September 1957.

EVALUATION COMMBENT: Available information on the implementation
of the laws concerning political internment (Presidium Decree No,
31 of 13 December 1956 and No. 41 of 14 July 1957) and on the \
conditions prevailing in the internment camps is rather scanty and

vague . B Zo

) It can be considered as established fact that the number R
;pulitieal_intarnaas runs into several thousands and that'a-iﬁfig?:if-

umber of internees are detalned in the reactivated KISTARCSA camp
Craors-5; onac s sion 1o Rl o7 and BIAES S8R riem o, S505h)
and at the newly established TOEKOEL camp (see VIENNA RFE Ite
ons. 4836 and 5298/57). TR S A

- MUNICH RFE Item Hnm-3351{5?'Hintadfhrtpgljﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬂiiIﬂ‘J;*u; g
tions of inmates at both camps. It is interesting to mention
. this context the "Esti Hirlap" .-'ﬂrt‘iﬁlﬁygf... 18 June 1957, entitled

~ #Bunday-visit to the KISTARCSA camp", which depicted a rat
 gayllic pictur Bt the" interhsss i aaE s

Ly e Rl o U T T e G e T L S "‘-}' 'l = "':I"" i i:- =
ure of the conditions of the internees
TS o et b i b AR S o A
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already served their sentences and were relesse
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ntary information at our disposal, does not exceed
Eﬂatﬂzeifaﬁﬁz twuyrepressive measures are more or less indistinct
to the people as both involve loss of freedom, and it may happen
that the short-term custody is changed into internment proper,

ugh the following two reports are somewhat vague and ma
also iéggneiaggerated, still they give a persuasive feeling of the
widespread state of anxiety of the population because of large
scale internments and other repressive measures, as we%l as of the
hardships of internees in the KISTARCSA camp.

It 1s estimated that at present approximately 40,000 people
are lnterned. These internments are carried out seemingly without
any system and concern every class of society. The final issue,

however, shows that not only in numbers but also in percentage the

workers seem to be in majority. Practically everyone who participated

in the factories worker's councils was interned and at the same time
leading politicians, like Bela KOVACS, for example, remained at
liberty. The reason f

or this prasumabiy 1s that the possibilify of
a4 coalition governmen

U has not altogether been abandoned and in suech
° case these politicians will be used 0 participate -in a sham-

coalition, eventually against their widl even.

Mass internment takes place in waves, always increasing before
Some National Holiday or Anniversary which might have the slightest
connection with the revol

ution. Everyone is anticipating that the
next large wave of arrests will be ¢

arried out before the anﬂivar#l#iq
of the October revolution. _'?g
The under] ing purpose of the internment is tc spread uncertain-

ty and fear, In?this thp P

_ © T'egime certainly reached its aim because .
today everyone is aware of and fears that his liberty hangs by ar S
invisible thread, One anonymous denunciation is quite enough ror: ‘s
f:mgiigttgaggyizfarnadf wWithout any kind of hearing. Intarﬂmﬁgt At <
, ways for an ind | . * to time
some are released byt by “Cheir musbbe dods From tlme to timd

| this their number t decreass Ilﬂﬁﬂ5+”J
flew arrests are made at the same tima?m A A e

—
< UV .

. . Ahus many persons who have be 1ﬂﬁT*

::tjgéi;ddgnihggi1;é§?%1raisnna ’}Eﬁﬂ 1945 havawh:nn{::%rﬁif L
; uﬂ ris | ot ot J o a .."':'._- 3 _-p.:..l n
the revolution have to rinisﬁ tﬂ' Ts who have been released durin

Btady Ll e i
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that six to eight p?dplﬁhg- = :
gsecond largest 1s 1n Fuhh“..; _ ; e
internment camp is to be bullt between the rivers Duna and Tisza, -

e il

'r._.-h..-"

KI:‘:TEHCSA is the largestv internment camp. 1IN DVEI’GI‘D‘H’&E.&:
L -

-0 share one straw-mattress. The
t is rumored that an even larger

In KISTARCSA relatives are allowed to visitU the prisoners
once every four or five weeks. Un Sunday mornings the visitors
1ine the road batween the camp and the railway station four deep
and in alphabetical order., Lawyers are allowed the same visiting
privileges as reslatives, that is To say a family can pass 1ts
visiting permit to a lawyer. On such occasions the guards remark
ironically: "Why on earth spend money on a lawyer; as there will
be no trial, there is no need of a lawyer."

During the visit, prisoners are handcuffed and have to stand =
thus in front of the bars, their hands behind their backs. The s
prisoners' treatment could not be good even if this were the inten=—
tion, the camp is so terribly overcrowded,having many times more
than its normal number of inmates.

PART II " e

The Internment Camps at KISTARCSA 1=

In the evening of 5 May 1957, source was arrested by the police
and taken to the 12th district police commandatura. From there he
was transported in a prison truck to KISTARCSA to the internment
camp. Source was accused of counter-revolutionary organization and '-
activities. For three days he was left in peace at the camp. On.
the evening of the third day his interrogation started. ugﬁf“'r-l

e Internment C in KISTARCS S T e

ol - --.-" -I-_':I!}:ﬂ. N
.. Defore the revolution, KISTARCSA was the police's "sanator:
for prisoners". Those whose health was impaired during long years
in prison were sent to KISTARCSA by tha‘puliﬂﬁﬂaﬂ&rﬁ;ggﬁgﬁﬁ”&%“'

M

-

by g
iy il:'l ll?l

1000
for several weeks before their release. After the revolution, becat
9f mass arrests, this camp was again used as an internment camp. T
first interrogafionsare held here, and it is from there thet ChC

who will be sentenced are brought to the BUDAPEST Ma

- _ Gttt (e
__ In June 1957 this camp had approximately 1,300 to 1,400
- == i Kt O A ' '.“'}'i- 1 L -55__'_ ‘.I'.E___E!,-t.:;'lf_.‘:h"-.,' s L . E
A%ﬂng th'hﬂr 5.5 :'t.ﬂr ﬁmﬂ‘ﬂra young qh vle :_%rﬁzj__;i_;_ I‘E the age ¢ 1
19 years. There were also about 150 to 200 women, asarly half c
=t -_.-."..": %igﬂl:-q*iiﬂa%-:g.: .'E_q -."-';r.. :j.'-_-f'j l{.ilq b I'IL "4

|

e ligigd ¢
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the revolution. TOKOL has also a special part where arrested priests
and nuns are kept.

narding of the Cam

The camp is guarded by about 250 policemen and members of the
militia. They are on duty for a period of 2% hours afterp which
they can rest for another 2% hours. The priscners’ rest center is
in the former ammunition barracks on the CINKOTA woods. They are
transported on police trucks to and from the camp. This camp falls
under the administration of the Ministry of the Interior.

The camp is surrounded by five watch-towers. In the outside, D
guards patrol in pairs round the camp. During their walks, the
prisoners are guarded by 18 guards. Naturally it is strictly

forbidden for the prisoners to talk but in spite of this they always
find ways to contact each other.

The inmates of the internment camp are placed in so-called

solitary cells or in communal cells; about 70 to 80 in the latter.
The prisoners are brought to the camp

with a small sphyhole in the back and three windows. Source ram&mhﬁf&ﬂn;-
the number of these trucks: AF 327, L g

10 to 12 prisoners can be
transported in them.

Food Supply

Food supply is catastrophic in the camp, T
ration is 20 dekagrams. Brea ast: ca SISl Al [

rraway-seed soup, lunchs: v
very thin green vegetable or cabbage liquid dinner: é ffee-substitutoy
The internees receive meat ang pntatuesqnn1§ rarely, i s_ﬂiﬁg*&

I
End o



