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EX-PRoSIDENT TILDY DEMANDS DROPPING OF BISHOP PETER

AS CONDITION OF RETURN TO POLITICS

SOURCE GENEVA: Hungarian intellectual on short Western travel.

DATE OF OBSIRVATIUN: Current period.

ENGLISH SUMMARY: Zoltan TILDY former President of the Hunga-
rien Hepuvblic, who had lived under police control in a villa
in NAGYTETENY /south of BUDAPEST/ since his forced resignation
was recently /end of July or beginning of August/ allowed to
move back to his luxurious home at Rézsadomb.

It seems as if the Government intends to use TILDY and

Bela KOVACS as puppet heads of a new Smallholders Party.
PILDY reportedly accepted this role on one condition only:

- the immediate removal of Junos PETER, Calvinist Bishop of

l DEBRECEN. Bishop PETER used to be TILDY's private secretary.
He collaborated clundestinely with the Communists, thus contrip-
uting %o the President's fall and the execution of his son-
jn-law . PETER wes made Bishop as a reward for these services,

Bishop PETER's fall would mean not only TILDY's perso- ;
nal revanche, but also the revival of Hungarian Protestant life.

EVALUATION COMMENT: This is an intersting report. TILDY's ‘
reappearance in public life has become in the meantime an
accomplished fact. Radio Kossuth broadcast on September 15
1956 an interview with TILDY in which the latter praised the agri-
cultural uchievements of the Regime. ' '

~ For the time being there is no sign for a revivs
‘smallholders Party. Bela KOVACS has not yet accepte
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would cooperate with Zolten TILDY in more active political
WOIkK.

The fact that Janos PETER was spying on the TILDY
family when TILDY was President of the Republic, is a widely
known rumor. After TILDY's resignation PETER became Bishop
of the Reform Church, and in recent years he was one of the
loudest and most active fellow-travelers of the Regime.
During his many visits to foreign countries FPETER proved to
be an obedientitool of the HRegime, ac 1t appears from LONDON
Item Nos. 5770/53 and 4779/55, STOCKHOIM Item No. 10741/54 ’
and VIENNA Item No. 7171/54.

No indication is available here that the situation of
Bishop PETER has changed, but it is possible that his antagonism
with TILDY may do him harm. It will be interesting to watch
whether the reported demand of TILDY to remove Bishop PETER
will be satisfied or not.

X X X

TILDY Zoltdn és csalddja éveken &t NAGYTETENY k&zelédben :
61t "csendes Orizetben.," TILDYéket most "feloldottdk" és is- =
mét Rézsadombi villa jukba kéltoztek.

Forrds szerint TILDY hamarosan ismét "a kézélet porond-
jéra 1ép" és valészinilleg KOVACS Béldval egyiitt vezetd szere-
pet kap egy névleg feltamasztandé Fiiggetlen Kisgazda Pdrt
szervezéseben,

TILDY a kodzcletbe vald visszatérés feltételéill PETER
Janos DEBRECENi reformédtus pilspdk "fejét kdveteli." PETER &%
annakide jén TILDY személyi titkdra volt és a kommunistdkkal =
vald Gsszejdtszdsa tette lehetlivé TILDY félretételét és vejé-
nek CSORNOKY Viktornak bitéfdra jutatdsdt. PETER J4nos e szol-
gilatok jutalmaként kapta meg a behddolt reformdtus egyhdz leg-
fonosabb piisptki tisztét. Az druldst TILDY sohasem tudta meg—
bocsdjtanl és ilnnepélyes kézéleti rehabilitdcié jédnak elfestjét
alkalmas pillanatnak tartotta a PETER Jdnossal valé srinadisean

Forrds szerint a népi-német szdrmazdsu PETER piispSknek
amugyis sok az ellenség a szintiszta DEBRECENi reformdtusség
kdreiben. Nehézségei nemcsak egyhdzi, de piart-vonalon is vol-
tak: megbizhatatlan, oportunista behédoltnak tartjdk. Igy
igen valbészinii, hogy TILDY Zoltdn feltételét a rezeim telje—
eiteni fogja, ami egyben TILDY lekdtelezését is jelenti.
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