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By 1951 1t was not she popular thing to study with

George Tutacs. By “hen he has been attacked by Revai

and others and althizougzh his reputation was great that

alone perhaps saved him and kept him at the university
although hia.atar wes in decline. There were only 6 or 7
pupils who studied directly under him and perhaps 15

people showed up iﬁhha ceminargy msetings since he no
longer gave any leciures. With his own pupils,like myggggﬁhs
was in a close relationship but already the aamina:&u;aatingﬂ
had an unfortunately low level since gna times DERSRTES |
lgnorant people Joired it. There {ign doubt of course, that
his classes in mesthetics were 211 full of politigal
implications. Besides Lukacs there was Fogarasi but

he was an impossibly dull men who Zor his past mer@its
becane rector of the economic university. In 1953 <the
faculty of philosophy was discontinued and wnly the Lenin
ﬁﬁstitute remained to teach that subject. Unfortunately
ohilosophy thers became some sort of a philological study
since one could not talk of free investigation there.
Russian has been introduced at the university much earlier,
I think in the apring term of thre 1948/49 school yaan.ﬂ}'
the fall of 49 the Lenin Institue +EES R, ] ready
had its own building until it developed to the point where
It now ~FEEUES is located in the glant building of the a/a!
stock exchange. By the fall of 1945 a tremendous crowd
attendﬁﬂ the Russian institute under the instructorship

of new Soviet professors who were Just then imported.
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The former professor of Russian, named ¥ Turusanﬂgj:,

who was a foolish old man, was finally retired.

The first impact of the strong flood of riew brains to

the university was ezcellent. Thie ment primgrily the
workers and peasant kaders who were mmm now encouraged

To continue their education, Till 1949 this WEB 8 most
useful development., In practice this ment that all
fgarkara had an opportunity to study at the university and
actually greanter propaganda was made for the worker's
study than the peasants. Once they were admitted, however
it was unfortunate that many were forced and urged to
eontinue their studies in spite of frequent lack of
interest or honest iamk realisation that they are not
profiting by higher education. 2 Discrimination against
the middle classes on the other hand, was muﬁ*hnuiﬂent:l
glthough there was some method in it. Of course I am
referring to discrimination azainst those already
studying. If someone manazed to raise suspicion about
himgelf his chances of getting kicked out from the
university were rather good, if he was of middle class
kader. And finally apart form thaae?m- acceptance wam
TEEIEINEERY for laders of the middle class at the
university wes made extemely ﬂiUrieult ﬂeli-*::,?whim -
possible, Among the people I had known therg,uarearian
was often unconscious and automatic; for some people the

queation of honor in regard to any of their actions never
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timeynot the least of which was that the Hungarian
B‘; 4 taste
army was not progressive encugh for their mapp and permitied
e
the use of bars and cafes to both e ((issed ranks and
1" (A
officgla. This apoflargntly mcde a very poor impression on
o 4
Russisan mfhorad@eince thf Russian ftrogps were stricly
8. [he, Fi
sepgrioted by rank?aa to which publie places officers and
men could frequent. Soon after the very heat_"t:‘ma# were
met s
placed off limits to jhlistad men anot to givs,n‘ufrenqau
The same story was repeated in Budapest where the former
i CASrPD
ufficeﬁl-ﬁ} t:&ﬂinu.(luter peoples~army s<meme] wos subsegquent—
)
lyragain renamed @ officers casina. After my atint ak
i )
Bgolncé I was transferred to Budespsat where I received
-
excellent afi.;gnmenta. For one 1 could live at home, and
' n‘ L » ’
although I w:a onlyssergeant I had an officers Pp-ﬁl'hﬂ'n
and thus my saluw.y was around the most unususl 1600 forint
level. There I also translated and for e while workged
in the militury historical record office. One minor clame
to fame and source of fup was the Gusev story. The Communist
writer Bela Illes wrote & "true story" on a Russian officsr
who refused to fight against the Hungarfijjn revolutionaries

ia’1349. He wae supposely exescuted for trezson. The gry

cauzht the fancy of’the Communiste and besides naming a
Ané's
street after him ; started celebrating Gusev-day every year.

Dhﬂd&:@in the war record a:rficgwe were reguested to trace
the man's lif'e history aad found with great sSurprise

that the man never existed and could not be found on the
p

b
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rolls of' the reziment he was suprosely cwnnected w.th,
After my military career I very muech wicull have 1liked to
go abroed as a cultural attache. llnrm'tunately my fn hepr's
career handicap -me there. He was = rro,resgive meaber
of the 19518KARY “Ym1nistry of foreign affaiss,who ataye:
ﬁ thruughout the a!..an:.l revolution and sas lster fired

in 1520 by the Horthy regime., The foll wing & years he
acted as aw patent attgrnay. and travelled exiznaively ah;oad
After the WAr, when upecple were being ;%a‘bilj.tateﬂ wha
were removed from office at the time ¢f the Ha ‘hy regime
ha ves Rlisstadvardehevwsa made head of the interaational
dgviaion of the forsign ministry frnmﬂ}fﬁ 9. In he lattar

vere
year he was removed and my brother as wsll as he |kicked out
. vnlimited
of the Party. Thus [ !raj:m chance ta snjoy tha R

confidenze of the regimae,

My own university career reflected of the several changes taking
place in the university life of the country. In1948 Iﬁaigix-terad
a8 a fres philosopher. This m#'r; that I took any coure:a I
wantarbﬁ and was expect:d to write 2 dissertatlon on some
aspact of philnsnph;bbut I would notﬂat. thz end of my eoursen,,
receive a certificatie to teach anythin_ although I would be

2 doctor of philosophy. Marlier this wos ihe Tield which

most dabblers made use of to find an excuss fer their

loafing, Unfortunately after one year cf tiis 1ife the course
wes discontinued anc f:%ock the interdiseci; plirary combined

aourse in philaauphy‘, history and sociclogy. This too was
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chanzed sfter a yser aud L b;came a gbilosephy mejor
pure and eimple. Ors camot talk in Hu iz vy of a uaiversity
sbudy pu‘.ticg, he:Auge -here were etcud r changes going on,
In the bhegircsng of fne Communist re sime many courseds
wareﬂm r3 bourgeoiad decadent pseu s sclences.
One such 443 .anl:.‘iolﬂg;,F arother mathema .ioal stutistics,
as wel' as antjpapal-'g:@ ete. is we went alung though,
by o4 Dy they discuvered that some of the rejected thiazs
wgl-_r' rathsr useTul an’ sensible and this in the last
w years they went lalt wild about eibae netics,
dimusexnakE

(HoS=s Heeaandant, i very charming nd ery bright mm‘,has
the natural vug‘?nua vf & philosopher : bout metters practical,
and although ne i: very zuger to Co=-0p rate af fully =as
possible in piving the Cesired informe- ion %o the interviever
he cannot helo bu% Iind hipself talkin; about philosophical
rroblems. de must have exeuperted some practieal

_ parzy vecretaries with his n?unnasﬂ nn?_ahatraetnﬂaa

- JSSPOMBE
The following gerersl :bments};,\m&y bie ﬁuh noting: 9

1]
To the busic questicn as how & serious ind highly vintelligent
person can become a convinced dugmatic :u:muu.m?t one
cannot help but coppare these wish simi Laxr persone of

a catholje ;uarauaiim. ThZs is my Jepiniom althnu;;h it aarned
(PP

the @t of % 2 Gorman rrogtestan bish :p rf, H'r'.
Begides this banie onpervation on: munt ranamharﬂl&a:ﬁiﬂm

43 such is an idea, =« philosophiznl con #pty known only
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to a h‘unq fuli of peaple, ﬁﬂctiqa]ﬁly r__cjr:nn& 1. famili=r wish
the influeuce, precticslly noone z2precistes the basie
rhilosophiesl contributions of Mary. Hodern Communism is
based primarily = or Leninizt and btaliniet literature
and the ennotetors end poet annotntors of Merxism. The
entire philoscphicul nanqa;ﬂ! of pressnt day Communism ig:”"a,;y

Iﬂ'nﬂa small chapter of Stalin's " Al ghort {:L-:urae te Commurnism®.
It is practieslly impossible and unne-..ega 1y to resd anycne in
the originsl for scores of aummarh and summaries of
summaries kmk have beea prepased with ezc@t‘s of practically
everybody in litﬁle; handy pamphlets, A selfl regpecting pariy
secretary or a2 Marxiet lecturer would iave resd tlhie firat
volunme of "des Kapital" and he even read E%ummwﬂst manifesto
but none of modern Communist taaﬂhingﬁﬁiﬂaaeﬂ on thecs &
cdocumenta. Throushout u-ma 1ife cne has to pass the examisction
Gn t-ha&l.m:fnuurae of Communiam ¢n wany ocoasions. I have o
far passed 5 such examinatigns but I re’uss to resember whet
-ba l.n the book for its very unimportan, .*..1 faet T have

" a real fn: the hoolk by now, [ know how -t is organized and
were I Le pass an examination tnmurrn'a}:-' could study the'r 1"!‘?::?‘_?
#S8E - <11 night and pass the exam.

(Thou h & pupll of TLukacs reupondéent wotld not negesserily

be considered leipfz. of the _reat men.) I evnsidey

Lukaes the sreztont Mavxist rhilogopher al:‘.}, perhape the

only Marxist alive tocay in the worlid., 4 first grade gtholap

and 8 grest thinke::,l.ukaes is not without fault either. He
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dic not have o worry sbout perscnal gailr or sbout
pervonal saourity $#2t on gccasion he did services to the
re;ime which he had no business of doing. He has been

E 1 s eriticisy
blamed for his rol® aupmhiewwmsgmsi of Nadach'se "Ine

‘E'ﬂ.'zeri:r ot fb{m". The play irritated a aumrber of Party

m
personnel and they were tryiag to £ind meana to under$ine
its popularity and prestige. When it was produced gy 1""";1&’;/

approachen Lukaes to write a eritieal irticle of it,

althouzh A
Lukacs raf’useﬂ,ﬂsn he as well as f:', & not think ve-y
muc i of the pley on philosophical =nd artisti grounds,

ate
. but this wos net the tize and Plscua o oiiismee an old Hungarian

tradition =nd ¢ presumed masterpiece, With one word 1t ie
nﬁtiﬁitmgariqn“ Faust‘:" as it was often claimed. PFor sons
reason, s%ill unolear to me, Lukacs wro 2 the artic e
panning <he pl%giving' the regime -!:-n much needa2d booster .
@Whan Lukacs was usa“lalad for his impiety and his

simul taneous suhsei:v ence to the regimuaﬂhe dafended
himself%iﬂg, that i:: opinion of the play has not chanzed
in the lzst 40 years. It is unfortunate that he chese this

time tou express it,




