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Since hig relesge from Reesk, concentration eamp, in
1953 resnondent worked as an official in the Patent
Divigion of the United Lighttulb Corporastinn, &
guvernment monopoly din the aleetrical lighting indusiry.
Bespondent's unigue poeition derived from the fact that
this corporation alome in Hungary had maintained ita
patent division io take cere of its domestic and forelign
patent affazirs, although it operated seperately from the
1nnovation officiale whose position was much more poli-

tical.

The problem facing the Commmist régime waa the diffi--

culty of placing mental proparty in an eprropriate
sattern of ownercship end providing aldequate remuneratlon.
They started curn Ifrow the bhasic premize that inventorn
were in cepitalist nooleyies at the mercy of the capi-
yalists and that, in contrast with Fhils, in a gocipliat
etnte iaventors shonld be rawarded in meseure ol iheir
ugefulness to the sociaty and sptate. In pyacticae, how-
ever, this worked ont by paying arbitrarily whatever
emount was deemed adequate. The wmaximum legally
svailable aum wae 1.000 fis. for moy one invention.

Anards above this amount #ars permisaible only by TE =

- sonal approval of e minister concernad.

Similarly o the Rusaian pattern, patenis wevre main-
tained in Bungery, btut parallel with them the coneapt

of inficvetiona was alao developed. This simply meant
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the use of ldeas in o espenifio plant regardless of its
application slsewhere. A patent of course la sn inne-
vation in a worid-wide repard. An innovation is a new

idea, process, mothed, or produet applisd in ¢ plant.

The activitiap of invantors took two turns: (ne
toward innovaticns. In practice this uweant that many
people who had asccese to Westeri fechnelogicel 1lits-
reture could and did make suppentlons by slmply apply-
ing Wastern innovntlions avd inventiong of paiucts or
proceases to thelr own plants. Thls was encotreged mnd
the. innovater worl even encouraged ko give tle sourcea
of hie idesx he it a Western hook or perindiecl. For
thone gotivities thie small) group of ceople vith aeeczes
ta Weatern litewature regalarly sdded to thelr inogmez.
The Bupgealbion Coumitices,who would judge thess gussag,
would award fees ranging Prowm 200 to £mm 600 Zis. with
mertain Baf major innovntions weriting soounts shovs
theze Tfigures, Whe Onmmltice was made up of ilie Inno-
vation Ssorvefary and cone othey key-preduction and

Fug Porty peroonnel of the plant. The wman sho ran Bhis
nfTaly, the Suyggeption Secretary, wap psunlly & deger-
ving Pawiy linek whose only concern war in this f3eld
gith en eye o5 productiricy end ¢lcss co-opeyation

gl ¢he ncruns peopise.

The patiern of thage Iynmnovatinas dae invp-vel and &t

wiimes ehdine of up to n dosen or twepty noapls wers
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involved in working out l=mngvations. Thies of course
permitiad emch oma tn eonllact an award. Tremendous
fmportance vue piven this system and mich propeganda
effort was put 4uto iv. As the gysfem spsvated, the
innovasor oy his very noalition wag in ocoposition te
the invantor.
Tha idea of an inveniion nlearly smmie contraste with
the idea of @ copied innevniion. Yhe fate of inventors
was tho other result eof tho goverament's patont poliey.
Haturally the atiitude of the lumovation peopnle towcrds
g patent idea was the sams e=5 towarde immnm innovations:
MTf it looks practical, by sll means let us use 161"
"HDo not waste Lime develegipg 1it, Q0 not wuute moncy
en 2xperinente!” Apginot This atiitude i¢ muut be
gtatad that theoretically 1% wag posalble ta heve pri-
vately awuned patents. This, of course was utolebBn %o
the ownar, Tor he hod to oy oretly ebtiff waintenuncs
Taen and he ¢nuid not ut%liua 5.0 Lia dwvontion wae
bojyeottad. Basieally this wca the zitustion: If thoe
invention was p good idsp, the stfite would fores the
man to glve up his patast right and in some eacap Ehgy
dastrnyed the people involved. If the fdes wus nof con-
gidored good or useftl, the nmm Woe peymitsed to Lass
raving the dues without profiting fron his invention,
Ti+Y ome word: Poatent zigndr =um gibant protection
agairet sustler 1HAividual's ipfringement, Wit not

against IafMingemant By the Stnta. It wap Ivmocuibile

iy
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niot to accept the state's offer znd not to yield to
kthe state's presaure.

Do this meneral system there weve some ¥aye ovespiions.
I inow of one such oasa. it econcerned a researeh
enginesr, a most affable and emiables person, exircmely
willing to co-operats with the yégime, He invented aome
sort of exponusive metal. Yhis was extremely desirable
for the electwonics industry and my corporstion made
syent use of His materisl. He charged aulte a atift
priee producing his materlal in a2 tiny 1ittle tonl-
shop by Himseif with his wife's assisirmes. True to
pattern hey notleonaliged hls plant and ne co-gperated
with greot esygermess except thera vas somsthing he
forget to tell and the nationalised plant wac unadle

to succesafullr use his n=thod. After somc delay the
plant was returned to him and ke went cack to produce
happily, selling at & mread profii. Voweyer, va = ile,
patent righis were wEIntay it pdfoees volimbeeily
offerad for the state's banelii. Thig meant 1haet no
duss had to be paid by the dndividual end the volun-
{ary inventors, who thus so-oparated, were puid &
£¥ifing gemersd mman cur of some F2Hww 2.500 fte with
tha hifhent of 20,000 Ty, The reoull,ol course, WLE
*hat no one wne ivitsrested to invani anytidng; this
waz the goheral opinlen smong the luventors. Thoy «ll
settled on salling thelr second rate idans Tor the

state, pnwing the Tirnt roie idnas, the ones of o’ ii-
1 4 )
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wide importance, for thesmselves. Most of them eimply
kept thair inventions secret $ill a later date, when
they perhaps could profit from it adequately. In con-
elusion one should note that the government's anncunced
intension wag to protect the inventor and pay him ad-
enuately. Insteed, however, the lnventor is now at the
mercy of the stete. As m result of this poliey the
entire patent world is not a serious or greative aifair
in Hungory. The entire ficld of inventions  Is on the
dacline and some of the best inventionz are kept secirel
until 2 date whan inventore expect to be able to profit
adequately from thew.

The whole terriiory of pateni developments has shrunic
a great deal. Compstsnt puient lawyeras who ware &alap
enginsers, wera always scurce. The few who worled in
Hungary were forced inte one government agamey called
the Danubim Patent Furean (Licensiate). Now, through
them 1t was posmible to to sell patents abreal sud %o
carry on the semblarce of patent activifies.

Al Hungarian pateni lewyors were now in ihis agency
receiving the salary of & plaant engineer. But no one
thought of replacements and She youngest man ol ine

8 patant attorneys there woarldng was well over Toriy.
finga began to look up i 1956 and thsre wasm concidte-
rably more contsei with forsigoera. Inere was no othar
natent metivity in the countyy to speak oi. Curn wap

the only plant in the country who elways had =z Tatent
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section thanks to the foresight and determination of
Lipot Aschner, the old presidemt of the United Light-
bulb Ceorporation, who k=pi his job even after nationa-
lisation wuntil he dizd in 1951. So we had a section
of four men working in ihe patent department. This was
maintained in spite of government resentment of our
wasting mopney nnd foreism currencies on activities ap
"ageless" as ours were. The patent seetion, howaver,
was kept going in spite of unfriendly criticiem, and
by 71956 wa eved got praise. Also By 1956, another
gorporation, called Chinein, the largest drug outfit
in the country also opened a patent sseotion. Some of
the povernment's fsars were, of courag, justifizd
becausas through ocur work we were censbled to Yeep very
close touch with the West through business correspon-—
dence and through periodicals, which we needed for our

work.
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Tha operation end organisation of the United Lisht-
bulb Corporation.

To give you = general idez of the operetta atmosphers
prevalling in our plant, I zhould like to tell the
story of tha visiting French journalisis. T think it
wag in 1955 that four French Journalisls came to visit
the plant. Thile was the firet troupe of foreipgrers
permitied to visit us. Three of these were Cormunists
end the laat one was, T think, e radieal. The plant
Party secredary, who wss to be in charge of their visit,
thought of us at first as the logleal guideown, since
most of us apole foreign languages. 8o, out went the
patent ssetion to play host end lead the Javwzmaliets
around. Tha sightseaing waa preceded by 8 Long Tallk
ard guestion and anawer perisd beiween the jouznslists
and the manacement. The Journalisis were zaswured of the
high wagss prevailing, of thes high guality of the pro-
duetion, of the present werking genditions, ete. They
wera told that one ecrpns much lese vuder 1000 Zerintu,
end most of the woirlkoers wers above that fimuve., We then
conducted them thyrough the plant. The Tires men they
went up to worked on 3he esgembly line and inormed thom
what e was making 300 Tie 2 menth and that {here wsgn
ne ovartime or exiva inpowae. I did not have tho heaxt
to Tell thease jourmalists fthat this boy waes actually

ar apprentice and instead of =&l ary hue was gotting
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Bn spprentice’'s fee. Conmtinuing our trip they talled

to several more workers, none of whom earn=d 1000 ftao

or over. As a result of thie tour, three things happened:
The journalists got most furious and ° =wrote come dig-
gusted artieles, the Plani Secretary was outresed, and

never again did foreigners come to the United Lightbulb.

The organigation and manamement of the Plant, as far g8

1 could find out, was also quite interssting. In my three
years there, I had never found out how the preblem o
incorporation was solved after nationeiisetion. When s
plant becomes nationalized, it becomes a neticnal enter—
prise. Bul three companies in Hungary remained incorpo-
rated, perhaps due to tHe international influcncsz their
name had. Sitranpger yet waa the fact that ILipot fAmchnar
remained General Director of the plant which Fo formerly
ovned and contrelled. The abory goes, when he wae informed
about the nationalisation, fully understandings the trend
of the times, calmed his gascciatae not %o bs unset. GF
course, a Russian genersl qmnager wss put in charge of
coerations and Aschnar anjoyed a period of gemi-reiire-
ment as tiltular head of tho firm tntil his desth in

1857, I think, the title ol incorporated wao waintained
prinarily for international contacts, and in meny

waya we went through the motions of a privatas

eorporation to maintain our interaetional standing,

e.g. companies never paic ammal dues on their
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patent rights, but we paid them even on state-owned
patents, in order to keep upﬁg: rights in interna-
tionsl relations. This tco cost a lot of time %o
explain, for state auditors refused to see why main-
tenance of our rights would be beneficial to She stats,
if it only cost money. During the Revelution last fall
the Ruseian director, who was guite universally disliked,
wag removed form his job by the Workers' Council. After
Degember last yser he returaed, but was sgon cheresfler
peplaced by another Russian., As I mentioned above, 1

do not know, if the plant’'s legal position waa ever res
organized. [There was a dirty etory some time 1n the

late forttes, when one of the dirsctors commiltied

auicide and eésveral top Communista came to thz fors

in the management. But the legal ownership and orgenizi-
tion se=me to be the best kept seoret of the plant, and

T &ﬁﬁhtJ if anyone knowe it heaide the Ilussien managar
and +he Legal Cownpel- The rest of operation of Ths
plant, of course, was basod on the gtandard g ;s%em of
apies end informers, and mutual suspicicn and fear kept
the orgenisation working. Strangsly encugh thease matters
were exiremely perscnal. Informers werce frogisntly
simple-mindal penple, and <“he worst of tha lol wag =2
woman, wha hss been a tup oeeretary befere and kepd hor
job aftcer, in spite of iAmerican relativea gnid other bad

polnts on her record-
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But I instructed forelgn languages for some of the
employees, who in specific jobs conld get a raise

if they had a language certificate. OF course, I

was popular with these people. OUne of bhese was this
top informer, whom together with the others I helped
over her examination by simple, plain cheating, At
first her Communist morality objected, but finally

she agreed to the scheme as long as only a Communist
friend of hers was involved and not one of the other
co-workers. She pagsed her erxamination and after

that I counld say anything, or do anything against

the regime, - I knew I was safe from her. Fears and
suspicions, of course, did no% leave meg, for taey

ware drilled into me =t Recsk, an szperienca waich
made me now eystematic in precauntion. When I moved
into the office, I planned it out so, that anyone

who would approach our nffice, would have to give ua
at least six paces of warning before he came iato

our sight. We mades scale plans of our office and shifted
card-board pieces sround, on i%, repredenting the furni-
ture, until we found the wost sdvantagecus defsnce
poelition. This was not too important with our firss$
bosgo, who was a perfectly fins gentleman. But onc= he
was fired hs was repleced by an ignorant ex-lochamith,
and we hated each cther with gusto. Once he was cone-

vinced he could not enter our rvcoom from his office
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directly, because a big book-shelf blocked the way,

he assured us with a friendly gesture %hat he could
just open the door an inch and that he would bs stan-
ding there listening. This, of course, was an auspi-
cipus start for our future co~operation.

Material supply and economic organisation call for some
additional explanation. Our plant was unable %o geil
hold of any type-writera, operating only with thoase

we had {rom before the war. For years we kad no luck
in getting any, or at the most we could get on2 for

the Hundred reguired from the 3tate Type-writer Distri-
buting Agency. When once, at long last, some East
German type-writers flooded Budapest, they wers nof
avellable for plante, only for individuals and wo
proposed to buy them and re=sell them to the state
agency from which our plant could perheps re-buy it.

In spite of the financial losg involved, this seemed

to be the only way to get nold of some for our

officea. 1In the end it did not ccme to it and we did
without 4ype-writers at the office. Another remarksble
incident, if not related, was that of the import of
Czech shoga, The Czechs brough to a fair some 6 or B
waggons of shoes, but they were not permitied %o sell
then at the low price they proposed to- AL the 2nd they
took the whole shinment back with them. The other in-
evitable development in such a tight an inefficient
economy was the spreading of thievery. At the factory
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gate there was a big show-case with stolen and recovered
radio tubes, trensformers, and other products of our
plant, the names of thieves and their puniehment were
glsp listed. Checking the amployses after work was &
thorough and major operation. Men and women left the
plant in single file in saeperate lanes. Plant pecurity
guards looked over everyone and sent approximataly
every sirxth man and woman %o a little room to be
frisked. These sergeants were very thorough, but I am
sure that still & lot wae stolen.

It was remarksable that +the police, which was of worker
e¢lasa background, always picked workers %o be Ifrisked
and not officimles. In 1955 they staged a show trial of
two men who were caught stealing equipment, but even
thieg backfired. The ezperta, who were called in, testi-
fied that the goods stolen were rejects, and all the way
down the line everyome tricd %o help theee two. The whole
plant refused to condemn them snd in the end they got
off quite easily.

Just about that time they installed a 30C.000 forints'
vhecking squipment which, however, proved entirely
useless. It consisted of a handle bar whick everyone
leaving had to push and the electronic gadget, to which
this wae connected, picked people at random, who then
had te report to the frigking room. O0f course, the

game numbter of supervisors and security police were
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reguired to cheek that averyone did as thay were told
to. As in every other Inetance, 8o 1in this: The system
broke dowm en account of the human elemant. The seou-
rity guards were all presumebly reliable worker kader
youth, who had but one loyalty to the régime. . The
paople in my offlce, who zside of mr new boss, wera
all good friends, deecided to cheak the eflfielency of
the chseking systsm. Ve could not, of ecourse, afford
to smiggle merchandice ovt of the plait, but instead
we took empty radie tube boxes,containra and placed
something fragile iy it, so that we had a plausible
sxcuse, why we were iHaking the boxes out On several
ocesaione we ware friaked, but they never sesmed ta
notice the containers im our breaet pockeis, were wa
eonspicuously left them. The guards' motivetions or
raasons for such carelessneco are a matter for con-
jecturs. Yet, the fact rumaing that we were rnyver
botherad. Another factor which encournged such sctivi-
tiea was the fact that tlie first elues produste of the
plant disappbared into exports; the mecond clams pro-
ducts were used for ovriviledzed domestic consumels;
ond primarily third clasan products and relects wein
put on the Hungarian meriet for individuals. It was
thus inevitable that a thriving black market operai:d
in the cafhe and taverns in the wvieinity of the pla ¢
in firet clusse tubes. Prices there were about half
the officizl prices for the third class merchandiss.
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Tn 1940 T txied to ssonpe to the West with two friends
of minas, who werehigh offielals in non-Cowmnist youth
organisatéons. We wers sll caplured on the border and
subseguently the authoritles mde no differentiation
betwesen their pelitiesl activiiles in the past and my
s~politieal beraviour. - Hovaver, they did not lmow
what %o do wit!: me, B0 they eluply sent me off to
Beegk without 2 hearing, presinably to keep = ta® on
me., I was thoce t411 135%. Life at Recsk WAS Very
intereeting, for it obviously reflected the national

developmente cn & riniature ncale guite mccurately.

The moet reuarksble t:and,pertips, was the way the
Spoial Denoerate and the ex-/omuuniste leost thedir
initial fervour. For |ae fire: year or so they deeply
despiase’ the rest of vs3, who w-re obviously most
approm-lately at Recsk, whlle iiey were there only by
gsome pisfortune. W¢ hed one old Communist with ue, who
aven in Recsk, was the 12ad of 1'heﬂum1ﬂd_en1;131 sec—
+ion" of the camp. who wi> a frismd of Lenin. livery
once in & while he wrote © . Rikoed eriticlzing
his polieies and blamin; lum for wjstakes. Although
his letters were inef‘ective, the, Biought no harm

to him and he was vretty much left alol %y the end
he was & good Cormunist end T understand, L ¢,y3y
approved Russian intervention during the 188% b gpey

Revoluilon. Not all Communiste fered as well. We .,
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12 Party secretaries, who were IRIEEE Jailed Tor one
reagon or another, who ona day deelided to hold a semi-
nary. The following day they ware beaten np for pre-
suming that they were good enough Marxists to held
Party meminaries. The same bunoh got = beating when
they set out to celebrate April 4th. The puards in-
formed them that April 4th was the people's holiday
and not the prisoners’,

Regarding the every-day-1ife at Heeslk, rezpondent
regrattad the distertions apparent in Michensar 's book.
In particular he refervad teo the only sucoessful sacape
gtory from the camp.

Bvary forth prisoner wzs some sort of spy or informer
in the camp. Thus, it was sxtremsly difficull to
organize anything without the authorities geliing an
air of 1it. One of fhese informer was an ex-Russien
army se~geant of Hungerian deseent. called Gyula
Miashnal, Michnaei and I worked together carrying the
two endedf a trough. He slept in our barrackes and he
dropped some casual remaris that one day he will make
up for all his mistakes and cowardiece. Un otbher occa-
glons he desoribed the simplieity of the mined and
wired border. His escane plan, of which we did not
now, Tinally worked andl eight of hemyvexwmpxsdx them
esoaped. Seven were caught, but he himself escsped *o
the Weast and lived to broadeast on Hadio Pres Europe
about Reesk conditions. Thie is the way ha meant to
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pay back for his s ns. By day's end we knew that some-
thing was wrong. The AV0e were disturbed =nd people
begen asking duestions., They started pieking up the
neople connected with the eight. First of all, all
their immediate anelpghbours, their co-workers, their
friends, or anyone vhom they had any suspicion about.
120 men were collerted in a house overlocking the

gamp. I very muck remember, before I was picked up, my
neighbour t old ar-: "Hat your hamburg!”™ Put I was firet
going te find ot whet is what. This stuek in my mind
and I eculd noe forget it for a long time: "I d4id not
eat my hambuwr:, I did not eat my hamburg..." Thile we
were herded [ogether, dowirl below the camp was in com—
plete silence. Nobody was fed, either up in our place
or down iv the rest of the camp. We were not Seaten that
day, just plainly asked who lmew of the escape plans.
On the zscond day, &fter cianding all night oufdoors,
goms o ua were seperated Lo"gzroup one", the ascapees
immediate neighbours or cu-workers. I, as tha ringlea-
der'e co-worker, was guite suspeet. I %Told them that 1
did aot lmow whers he weni, or that he werni avay. I was
only slapped onse; but stending in the ice-cold night
without food for 48 hours anid without sleep, was ne fun.
Da the third ddy,I was told Lo write up & report, des-
svihing everyihing I knew of the escaped. For this I
wae ssnt to a heated roam; but I was so frogen cold

+hat T eould not write. Oue of the most hated internees,
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a top informer, named lerekes, involutarily saved my
life at this point. I asked him for his coat,-so0 1
eould warm up and write - wnich he lent we. When 1

was finighed and left the room, I wmeant fo return his
coat, but a guard kicked me for trying to obstruet

the process of his operations. So I wasg unable to
return the ceant. 40 of thege people were kept in sepa-
rate guarters for siz wecsks. These people were beaten
up repularly. After the Tirst two days of starvetion,
ample food was availabla for the following three days.
Put scon thereafter 2 new ecamp comtpnder wes installed
who was more heilieh than his predecessor. Thare were
actually no londspezkers in the camp, but we were told
regardless that we had no foold, becaupe the sohs tThat
egscaped, caused us ths trouble. Once twe of the esca-
pees were captured and beaten and then told the 40
geperated thetthese ware the cause of their difficul-
ties, They were thrown in tc the 40 and told to go
ahead and punish them. These halplese people were then
beaten and kicked in the face and preity much demo-
lighed. Six of wa stood ztill on the edge of thia free-
for-zll, besidee me & FParty seeretary. When the AVO
gtarted pointing at us, I saught the Party socretary's
ides snd we started rumming around lilke mad, shouting,
and weving our arms. These helpless escapees wera on
the following day beaten up again by the 50 strongest
interneea. Actually all survived ordeal, but how well,
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a top informer, named Ferekes, involutarily saved my
life at this point. I asked him for his coat,-so I
could werm up and write - wnieh he lent we., When I

was finished and left the room, I meant fo return his
aoat, but & guard kicked me for trying to obstruct

the process of his operations. Seo I was unable to
return the ceat. 40 of these people were kept in sepa-
rate guarters for six wenks. These people were beaten
up regularly. After the first ftwo days of starvation,
ample food was available for the following three days.
But soon thereafter & navw eamp commander was installed
who was more haeallish tha» hls prasdeesssgor. There were
getually no loudspeskers i the camp, bul we wers told
regardless that we had no food, because the sobs that
esoaped, caused us ths trouble, (nee two of the esca-
pees were captured and beaten and them told the 40
seperated thstthese wate the cause of their difficul-
ties. They were thrown in tc the 47 and fold to go
shead znd punish them. Thuese helpless people ware then
beaten and kicked in the fars and preity mmch demo-
lighed. 3ix of us stoofé 3till on the edge of thia Tree-
for-all, besides me a Party secretary. When the AVO
started pointing st us, I eaught the Pariy secretery's
iden gnd we started running around like mad, shouting,
and weving our arms. These helpless egcapeet were on
the following day beaten up again by the 50 strongest
intarnees. hetusmlly all survived ordeal, but how well,
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1 would mot kmow. I mysalf woe threatened with two
yeara of jail for not telling about the escapees. [n-
fortunately, I did not et it. Generally Jjail was con-
gsidered preferred because it had regular food and warm
guarters. One lawyer who was with us wes condenmed %o
a year in jail in Budapeet. After his sentence he was
=aturned to us and told great stories how the eacaped
Michnail denounced the various sadistic AVU-men opera-
ting at Reesk. Of course, the word got around and the
AVO-men were perheps o blt impressed with their inters
national reputadon. I have & hunch that the lawyer
orobably made up the story, although 1 did heat that
Wichnai got out. Generaslly the ordeals the prieoners
went through, revealad scme remarkable personalities
among them, I think, ens of our top Hungarian poets
to-day became a real poet only at Recsk. Another man,
who was an ex—officer, wis half mentally deranged
after his tortures and hr could prognosticate the dates
of his further erdesal. He actually deseribed how he
imew wher he would be taken awdy or when he would be
vaturned. He was uncannily right. Tied up in a bundle
with a pipe between his Jegs, he was made to give a
gpeech and He spoke for £n hour. On occasions like

this, the AVO-man quietly left the room at the end.
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CHARACTERISATION OF RESFONDENRT

Respondent gave the impresgion of & man who was very
{intelligent and certainly was not out looking for
treuble. Probably not compromising himself with the
végime, he yet got along guite well, ai Recsk as well
ag afterwerds. Without mny speciasl skills and training,
exgept for languege ekills, his economic position
after 1953 sounded rather adequate. He had the benefit
of & sister living in Bngland, who supplieé him and
his wife with packages. He had an exceptiornslly good
apartment and,through connections, got a very pleasant
job., It appears thet even at Recsk, where he muat have
been more by accident than by desalgn, he menagad to

atay clear of major trouble.




