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1 was born in Budapest, graduated from symnasium

with good avernge in 1952. I went to the Matyae gymnasium,

I then attended University of Ssesed and craduzted from there
in July 1956. Eubﬁequaﬂtly I left for the Loviet Union to
visit my srandmother in Carpatho Rutheaia,

I goent the summer there and the early fall of 1956,

From my grandmether I slso went on itk to Moscow and
cought the rirst rumblings of some developmenta in
Hungary there. The idea of a revolt a occurred to me
during the summer whils in the Soviet Union. The pravious
spring we wanted to start a literary weekly with the
backlng and help of E Sandor Nagy, Rungary's other
Stalin pgrice winner besides Akzel amd with Andran Kovesi.
We weant to start either a very right wing magaezine

(that is right wing at the time) or else Just be happy
witha sin le lssue callin: for a mass meeting of the
Party at the Hero's Saquire. we aprroached Imre Nazy

who was then not sven member of the Farty but who was

the leader aof the correctioniasts but he digapprovaed

and so0 ﬁe had no chaace of going ashead.

I have been an 2qthusiastic Communist ever since 1947

or 1948, ever since I have my own political views.

In the old days I was school seeretary for the student
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league also cultural appointee and I had various

other offices. From the fall of 1951 to the summer of 1952

18952 during my last year in wecondary school I beeame
the organizing secretary of tie Hungarian Writers
Assoclation, alse in 195! I had my first poem
published.

In the fall of 1952 I moved dewn to SZegeu where T
attended the university,for the fist 3 years thera

I wrote non politiesl articles ia the newapa-er
called Delmagyd?ﬁsag. I wrote primnrily produstion
reports, went around factories, construction Etlus
and then writing up the difficulties and achievments
of the workera. A typieal report went gomethia; like
this: we got word either through party thnuplﬁr
verhaps through a phone call from somebody that a
mason brigade 1s falling behind ite schedules ang is
showing signs of disorganisation,(the one 1. question
was near diaanlutiun) 1 was sent out to inve tigate
and write a® story oa this. In a comparativel  small
town like Sz2.*d one could keep a tab on prac-ically
every enterprise going on. We knew of every fachory
and we knew some of the good and some of the bat
workers. In the brigade in question 1 discovered ‘hat
the overwhelming majority of workers were Very iouig
Only recently did they graduate as apprentice masors

from the Pecs mason school were they were subjected %o
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interminable politieal training but most inadequate
practieal training in their trade. This then became

my article. Besides these work and production

reports I also wrote play reviews. Not long after

my arrival in Sg-g.& I began to reviae my political

views. One of the first thiazs that siruck me , was

the absurd lying about rising standards of living.

AT the time I was convinced =s many others were

that due to theg orean war and the generally warlike
atuwcaphere we would have to defend S5 -ialism in the

world war tha- seemed to iocom ahead. We were willing

to undergo sacrifices for this. We knew that the West
wanted to wipe out Sociamlism but I was moss upset why

the government and the party refused %o admit the
inevitable sacrifices we were called to bring in

order to permit rearmament. It made no sense {0 me

to pretent that Xixm 1ife is better than a few years

ago when in fact the standards fell drastically.

I wae soon having doubte about the sincerity and the
character of the regime. I still defended the re;ime
againat any outsiders attack but T was considered to

be unruly for critieising the Party frnm-withingamnng I
its members: As a2 writer I wanted more freedom but at

the same time I felt that as a progressive I had no il
aliernative besides the ¥gylywlotooy victory of the
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Communisgt Party. I congider myself fully materialistic
and I completely accept dialectle materialism as an
afurate historical analysis. Yes I am a Marxist
though I know that Marx overlooked many important
aspects. I am a good enough Marzxist to have approved
and I still approve the Communist attacks tn the
Social Tlemocrats almost avarywhere<hay in Hungary,
France,fzrmars Germeny and even I'ﬁ&lj) except that

I find Petro Nenni on the right traékn I very much
feel that the revelt last October justified my views,
I ¥now now that the massof Hungariazns asreed with me,
and I am certain that ultim&fly Hungary will get
there.

Aetually, much was aﬁnmpliﬂhaﬁ in the last 10 years.
People aghieved a4 gpiritual independence unknown
before. There was an increased reupect for men instead
of the former resgpect for title and positions.

Another achievment was that everyones started thinking
and even the peasanta rétl the papers regularly. 1 am
dissppointed in the cultural activities in the Wagt
for I am gquite certain that the great mass of people
read much more in Hungary and are much better
informed about a great many things, they have a greater
interest. We shall mmmx not dwell into whether these
were dirset results of the regimﬁa policies or reactionas

against the ragimé% policies but the fact remains.
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A more liberal mx and wuninhibitsd attitude towards
agx was another beneficial development of the laat
decade. I N place greatl importance for tho
cultural groundwork that has been done among the
peasants and workers. Of all things I saw\once an

0ld peasant reading Candide in a train.

The other side of the balance sheet of course cannot
be skipped. The most important aspect I think was
that peeple generally tended fto become cynical. This
wag largely due to the fact that thers were no firm
fixed points one could rely on. The very fact that
room £ was left for disagresments among the Party
elite created the Revolution,Purther the uselessnes
of the AVO in the Revoluition was due primarily to

the fact that they had no ground to stand on.

This should not mean that everyone rejected Stalinism
or the the greatness of Stalin as an oganism-

BEven lest summmsr on my way to Moscow in the train
people blamed Stalin until an officer travelling with
us came to his defence. He made it quite plain that he
would never ha'ehennue a hero without Stalin and even
the snly Communists admit that during the war S5talin

saved the country. I am quite certain that in 30 yearai

the

time Stalin will have become new Napoleon of the

new revolution. I feel that the system will be revised
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from within by itself and in the same system October
23rd will become & national holiday. In this context

I am talkingnig terms of Burope. As EDoruwmkeks
Ehrushchev said China is too big to be evaluated in
terms of the Communist future,

The other aspect of the lack of a firm point in our
1i7es resulted in uncerteinty about the future. Noone
could plan shead, noone saved,the word for the day

was %o drink and enjoy 1ife and tc fulfill the

moments Joy. This sort of helpless resignation pre=
vailed in Hungary €11l 1953/1954 ., My attitude
peraunﬂllylbefﬂrﬂ the Revolution was something like
thiss this system is k®x hated but it cannot be changed
except by war; I do not want war, thus I cannot do
anything about i1t. The attitude has changed after ths
Hevolutien to something like this: I hate this system,
but no war will come. The West ie not much better and
a shadow is standing behind us 811. As & writér I was
despeiately searching for every bit of fraadaf

because every mx step was limited and prescribed;

man was ::strieteﬁ and the country was deter¥iorating.
Within the Party there were steady changes going on-
the convinced Communists were leaving the fold, many of
these had the problem that they feltkhey could not live

throuzh the experience of change; they felt themsalves
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out of atep. Some cenvinced people,however, never
lost faith in the regime not even now. This group

muat £ill three quali?ications: E;;. they are not

very intelligent. 25:. chey are not in touch with life,
Iuree,that is with day to day living,and tﬁi&a they

mey be completely intellectualized sensitive Communists.
. The lapt~may s%1ll be convinced if they kept off
the streets during the Revolution whigh many Communista
did. There are today in Hungary between 15 and 30 000
fully econvinced Commnists serving the regime faith-
fully. The figure T think :Lds to be ths lower one.

As far as the top party leadership zx goen I am guite
certain that Rakosi never knew how much hated he was,
he 1ived so entirely isolated from the sourtry. Of
course he promised the sky at the beginning of his

X regime but the people got nothing in the end, this
perhaps was the major reason for the hatre’ Mo make
this mewx easier understood I should like to state that
& county party secretary already lived so far apart
from the world that he didn'%t realize the hatred he

was surrounded with either. I expect to write a short
atory some day Just how this bureaucracy would work in
Practice talking the optimum uituatin;mgﬁraunnal 43 an

exampls. Take some nasty remark by a trusted old reliable

worker against the regime due to production inefficiency

* No page &




NO. 508  "B-1" INTERVIEW N p. 10

or any such neutrza]l fssim topic. Now imagine that Hakosi
chaunels

gsent word down eanels that he wants to know the exact

feelings of the workers in the factory. 0f course & the

shop steward who xk writes wp the report already takes

out the profanities x bul basleally leaves the mﬂnh

opinions when he submite the repori to the planmmsd ¢

secretary. In all good faith the sscretary ¥ brushes

up the Hungarian wording and at the same {$ime :::::h

down the comment before submitting it ‘o the distriet

secretary. This is entirely apart far from the fa.t

thaf neither of the party agentgso far wanted to

appeaar in a2 bad light nor wanted to be expossd to some

Jjustified eritieism for their management of the plant.

The report then goes again pepped up Irom a district

georetary to the county secretary by which ftime it isa

guite =% innocuous and containa but neutral comments

ebout the management. On its way up to party headquartars

iﬁarepurt aquires some flattering terms which are further
embellished

enhaYdswnd awbnilahed by the time it reaches Rakosi's

seoretariat and in the end the great man sees a glowing

praige Tor that particular factory managsmeat and

operation. As this proceas developed noone actually

lied, ;i; truth was complstely transformed. I think

this is most characteristiec for both the political

conditions
and the economic Yexs¥ of the country. I feel that

-
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EXEEHFER can be made as to the true nature of things
but no exact figures are available on any of this.
Ofeourse in prectice there are many other considergtionsa:
for instance, Budapest is the cultural centre of the
gountry as well as the political centre. All ﬂfficiala}
in fact all people with ambitions tried to get away
from the countryside and had to fight therefore for the
top Jjobs avallable in Budapest. There are always many
applicants for each good job in Budapest and there are
geveral ways of getting hold of one of these, not the
least of these is denounciation or overzealous
fulfiliment of duty.
miarxiswsria K ote: Hespondent gave the following infor-
mation on 6 aspects of government policy and popular
reactiont Terror, propaganda, the West, the USSR,
educetion, Anti-semmitism.
Terror. 1 mElx: should like to distinguish tkexbetwesn

the negative and positive aspecis of fterror. A negative
aspect would be, actually, the number of people aliminatedj
the positive aspect would concern the degree of fear
spread ¥AX¥ among the population. The negative of course

is easily understood in terms of pOeple destroyed or

made harmless, the positive is a different matter,

For example a policy may be decilded on to intimidate

the Maszeks; & political chief gives & apeech that the
Maszeka are exploiting the people and doing too well;
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his followers would overinterpret this meaning that

the Maszeks must b: put into their places. The word
spreads around in party circles and the AVO man gets

the clue. The first Maszek who makes an inadegunte

tax return out or cheats on hig turnover feels the full
weight of the ATD. The AVO overdoes itzelf and the
politicians. This however, is always sxplained easily
with the teotihat there alwaya is an exemy if alittle
too much+ rressgure is used, The mechanism of this system
is rotter and the regime never hesitated to destroy the
workerc Councils, with the AVO. These wouléd hsva been
the v:ry agencies permitting a contact with the people and
peritting criticism of the governmsat so badly needed,

s‘nee the £ regime was so diustsnt from the people.,

Propn_anda,

The organisstion of the propaganda machinsry was gquite
subtle. To begin with every journalist or analyst read
gvery latter of Szabad Nép every morning; there the daily
chadges in the _overament line were laid down. ATtzr his
daily communion with the latest line the jouranslist was

on his own except that he had some assurance that a lecter
would .o over his story x= before publication and send

it back for corrections if it was not acceptable.
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The utilization of the propaganda machinery in case of

a major change in sovenment policy would take place in

one of two ways. Theswitc’ would be precesded by the
meeting of the Party Central Committee. This would be
followed by a meeting of all county secretariesa who

would be called to Budapest. These men would then be

told about the impending change aad told when they

were to tell the County Executive Commlttees about the
changes. The editors of the papers would by then be
informed for they would be wembere of the County Executive
Committee. At this time,on the given word the grticles
would appear in the papers anouncing and explaining the
policy switch.

An alternative method for a changed line would have to

be used if only insufficisnt time is o be available.

£ This is the case in almost every instance of = personnel
change. Personael changes, must come cuddenly by necessity
since the personnel 1a guestion 1is frequently taken by
surprise. In such instances the chargée hus to be explained
afterwards.

A 3rd type of chance would be the routine campaizne;
wheaever the norms would be revised, new peacs loans
anourced or some other campaign would be under way .

Such a campaign meant daily articles related to the

tople under review,
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But this sort of thing was not bluntly forced on thé
local editors:omkx at times a gentle reminder would
appear in Szabad Ndp on the basis offerticles. In order
to oall attention to the rearming nfaﬁaut German
agressive army the SzaYad Nép writer would simply
remark that this issus, should not he left out of sight.
On succeefiing days and subsequent vreks artivles would
appear on thdtoplc 1n the loecal ‘prers. As %o the
effectiveness of the various types o. propaganda the
least effective wan a positive type piopaganda namely
the one trying to glorify the grest Soriet Unlon or
Soolalism or the great accomplishmints 5f the Hungarian
economy. A touch more sffective pertaeps were the
negative aspects of propaganda abusiig the m West for

lacked
here of course people Xxiked the chawee to compare

real¥ity with fiction. The fate of k=R lajk fer instance

forme.
was not challenged by the public a3 & dietortion of

facte® but simply as an old abuse of the r:zime.

The Soviet Union.

Throughout the past decade Rakosli's position .7 full
independence was the decisive factor in Hungar.un
developments. I am certain that he was entirely »n his
own and had almost complete freedom of action. I terms
of economics however,the Soviets exploited the Hunwarian

market by various means.

v L T,
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The most 3lemontary and most serious of these was the
aptificirl forint - rubsl exchange rate; thus imporis
were extremely expensiv: and exports were very cheap.
On top vf this the Russlans frequently refused to
accept Hungavian exports as first class merchandi .e
and /a1d in the end only seconi olase merchandi e
Enuaﬂ?ngrnm.ihair decision thece wis no appealxrzxax
concerning the shipments of pgoods frou Hungary it

was quite edvious that ths government c.uld not
reveal the seoret commercial treatiea with “lussia
without rsvealinz the complete Soviet exploif.{ion of
the tred: relationship. In cultural matters the sver-
praise of Russian culture and things Russian has
snompletely ruined the reputation of Russia and even
the righ cultural achievments of the Russians were

rejected.

The West

Relations with the West must be understood in terms

oZ the war panie sitarting in 1950. At the time 211 khe
abuses committed by the regime were excused by me and
by others., We 7elt mmx we must keep the line against
the West, we 'mew a war was on 2nd we believed that the
West was our ensmy. We wers aufrald of bombings and

there was &« paniec on.
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Educaticn.

that
Today the view is wide spread in the Weet the Communigt
educated children rejected the regime, Thias is a
dangerous half truth) in fact this is wrong. Te the
contrary, the very ideas of the regime were accepted.,
ﬂaly the youth learned to ses the di“ference beuwesn
the xx reality and these ideas. The entire attac:
against the regime took place within the regime. g
The many demands posed by the demonstrators were all
within Socialiem. It is mx obvious that this eould
not have taken place 10 years ago. The very ground .n
which the Revolution was rooted was Encialia;rgg Ea
from this it was realized by all that the one party
system was bad. Actually no parties are needed.The
majority of the people hated the many parties and
organisations sprouting during the Revolution. Instead
we wanted intellantailwarkarjan& peasant unions,and

worker councils.

hEPi - Seamitiem.

There was less of this now then in the foxrties gud =isa
although the anti - Semitic Tfeelings had their roots in
the past. A very important element was th- fact that a
large percentage of the central leadership was _awish
The percent of . ewish backzround leadership in the

till
country was gradually reduced, it was higher £ram 1952{53;
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and it has lessened by 1955, and there were practically
none in 1956 after the Revolt. During the Revolution
people were attacked for making aati-Semitic remarks
and there was very little of it, but Lhe issue i3 still

up for a finsl decision.

This is the end of partl. of interview. For continuation
covering literary activities and activities during the Re-

volution see interview with Miss Marian Low.

Interviewer's impression of respondent.

In several instances among which this psrhaps was the most
pronounced, interviewer noticed a etrong sense of rationnlization.
It is therefore very hard to distinguish between degrees

of conviction and apologia. In contrast to soms of the

others in this group respondent offered no apolo;ies of

youthful aaivity ead ignoraice for glosely cocser:ting with

the system, Bright and ambitious he iy now foreed into

a philogophical demeandr leavin: some doubt as o his

sincerity and the profeduvsd or actual strength of his

convictionsa.




