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Interviewer's introductory remerks: Hesnondent who

wes the writer ol Ignotus said durdng the prelivdinpg-
ry conversetisn that actuvlly hat he has to sey lie

heo written sgbout extensively. lle mentliried in prriiecular
the rrticles he wrote about hie nersonnl story in the
French nacezine Demain, in the Jlanchecter Guerdian,

for Voice of imerieca, and in & Hungerian magezine en-
titled Jojjetel, »nublished in the lletherlands. Alouf
his prison experiences he referred to his articles
written for llanchester Guardisn, sbout interrosations
to his artiecle in the Demain, furthermore on vroblems
of litersture #nd politics he referred to his ertic-
les in Encounter z2nd in Figare Iitteraire. In Figaro
Fdttersire he Bald he deslt ﬂlﬁn.with the Jeirlsh acue-
stion, On the events lesdins to the Revolutisn in #r-
ticular about the natisnal unity he wrote in the
Preuaves peacazine, On the Revolution itself he refer-
red to his sarticles in the Lsprit, France Observatcuar,
end a farthooning srticle in the me-asine 20th Century.
Finally he rcferred to hlc contribution in the book
edited by " elvin Tesky "The Hungerien Revolution”.
Interviewver told resnondent thet in srite of reasnondemt's
extensive writing on the subject there may be a ‘ew
questions which in the course of the interview respon-
dent could further clarify. End of Interviewer's intro-

ductory remerks.
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(Firet I have esked respondent to explain wh)y and how did he de-
cide to go back to Hungary in 1949:?

1 wrs appointed press afttache of the Hungurian legation
in lLondon in Hovember 1947. To e:nlain my attitude to-
werds the llungerian regime I would say that I preferred
to be the Fungrrian regime's pr:oegendist ebrosd to
bein: in opposition to the reginme at hone. 1 was & social
democrat and my position becem: ineressingly difficult
after the liquidrtion of the Foclasl Desocratic Party.
I came under criticism & the llungarian Communist press;
the Szabad lep cttaclked me sererel tiwes. liowever, 1in
spite of the increasing difficulties I was 2L the opinion
theat not everything is lost yet. I was tryln, to save
whet I thought still could he saved. I represinted the
regime rnd defended its actions by teking what ¥ wonld
cell & third treveller's position. I was nelthere
Communist nor an anti-Communist, I was a Soclalisi end
taking this third treveller's roed I believed that -
am fdoing a service to my country. I may say today th.k
all this was self—-delusion. Defore goiny; home ian June
1949 T was fully aware of the dangers. As a matfer of
fact, several of my frilends warned me ageinst 1hese
danrers. Among them was the minister, the Hungrrian
minister to london, my friend Jenos Eros who wos & men-
ber of the Comuunisct Party but he wes as much a Com-
munist as I have been, He told me oneei"You xnot, Wwho
traltor
strys abroad is s mhakkex, who joes hore is = STy ."

lle werned me also by confiding that the Communis:s
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consider me the evil spirit of Michsel Karolyi. Another
friend of mine Andras Revay told me that Rakoei con-
sidors me a British agent., In apite of these warnings
and in spite of my own feelings of danger I decided to
go home. There were 2 nmain ressons for this deeision:
firat I still believed thet I could emse the situation
et home by my presence, in nerticuler I belleved that

I cexi be helnful to my friends who have gotten into
trouble. Jecond I went home, beceruse ny fother was
~rrvely 111 and his desth was imminent. To show you

how much I was aware of the risks involved I could

tell you that before leaving Lorndon 1 leit o letter for
my sister which ws¢s to be opened in case I would not
return. limong others in this letiter to my sister I

made the following statement: Th&mi&&éﬁ‘é possibility
thet I will come back, there is a ksmikxSxpos:ibility
that T will be arrested, there is 1% possibility thet

I will be hanged, and there is 5% poszibility that in

cuse 1 am sentenced to prison I may survive.

(lext I heve nsked respondent what he thought he could achieve by
returnin: home.)

T have renuested the government to go home for revnor-
ting. What T wanted to achieve was this: Firet I wented
to see clew#rly how ¥ far I could go in my role as &

third traveller in resprementing and defending the
rerire abroad. 3econd I had the intention also to tell

the government thet unless they allow me certain lati-
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tude in my ectivities zbroed it is imnrossible to speak
o jhﬂ?hﬂlf of the resime or even remeln on speiking
terms with the Westh. lverything worked out, howevar,
differently then I have anticipoted. After my retirm
home I was not even nble to spesk to the governmert
leaders I lave wented. Vhen I expressed my deslre o
return to my post in London therc wes procrastinetion.
lieither dle they tell me that they »1ll not let me 1a
go back, nor d4id they £llaw me to go. I rsceived a
aundzy jobs in the Mlhistry for Forei;n Af{eira
but na leelsion on my return to London hed been mrde.
In the memnbtime my fither died end s few days after hi:
funeral I was arrescted on leptemaber 5th, 1949. The
accusn-ion against me waa that Ixas I was & =py in the
services of the British Intellisence. I wes cherged
also by fowerding instructions Iron the Pritish Labor
Perty, Spy inetructlons, thut is to ﬁ:pﬁﬂ
Szar.gits, the former lesder of the Soeiel Pemoerstie
Poarty. 1'he cherges aseingt me were evidently serving
e purpos: to discredit the Soecizsl lemoerutic Prriy
objectives
in Hurgary whieh wis one of their chief gldasgdames et
that time.

(Hext 1 asked regrondent to whet extent did he chenze: his oninions
|
on the Hungarisn rezine at the tine of his arrest.)

Even £ had they let me return to Jondon I gould not

Have continued my errlier activities as & third traveller
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in defending the regime. Until then, I mainfteined the
position which I have described a little while ago,
that I preferred
nemely Iomefomomdk to be the pronzgandist of the ilung-
arian regine abroad, to being in opposition to the
regime &t home. Hed They let me return to my post, I
could not and would not have continued In this role.
T would have opposed %he regime I would have defied it.
Very soon after my return I heve rexlized that the si-
tuetlon bt home hee changed radieslly, since my last
visit to Hungary. This was %ﬂghzr the beginning of the
terror end how fur this terror had gone I beceme
awere of it very =oon, wherena in 1948 when 1 lest vi-
sited Hungary people were anxious to meet me and they
were gnxious in general to meet people coming from the
Weat. Now they avoided meeting me, they turned away
with horror Tfrom me and from everyone else who ceme
from the %West. They were afraid ;i trlkins to people
coming from the Yegt. In the Uiniatry of Forelgn Affcirs
whenever I snld something whiel wes not in line with
the Party instructisns Tor the cuy, people turned

gwey from me in silence and evident feer.

(Fext I have gaolked recnonent what chvngpi dlid his oninions under-
go durins his arrest and trisl znd insrisonment.)

Letuelly no braie chenges hove undergone. I heve

‘gtreag
ohsnged | 1 wish to/ mir opinione before my errest.
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{(NXext I have asted respondent about his experiences followirg his
relersc from prison in 1956.)

vhen I weo relersed in the spring of 1956 the situctiion
in Hungary wees very d¢iffsrent from whet I have inow)

at the tine of ny arrest in 1949. There wis o great
change in the mood of the country. Peonle were talking
frecly snd exzpecting & radicsal chnnge. They 'ere ei-
neeting ahove all the return of Nagy to sower. I renem-
ber salking to peascnts in the summer of 1956. They
reneatedly saked me whern will Iwre e y return to pouer.
I had the feeling that they were not sctuelly nationel
Communists, but they leid greset truat in Ture Lagy.

As Tor my position £31lowing my relensze I éid not tuke
active part in publie life, I wvas watching the events
rother than teking oert in %%:%. On the beslc of ny
obaervationa I am of the view/until October 23rd the
overwhelming mejority of the Hungerian people would
heve excentsd & silution alonz the lines which Foland
hed achieved under Gomullka. There was & grest nostal-
cia smong: the meople to return to some treditional
Torms of Hungarian l1life. In particulry I think there
vwes & longing for returning to FParlismenterism and

to small-scale ecapitelism. Dut I felt no desire on the
vort of the people to return to the system of uig
estetes, of Yig intustry, big hanking or for thet
matter,I did not feel thet the pecyple would like to

see the kiu;dnmigggﬁﬁggﬂ in Aungery. I felt that the
People are realistie enough to ITmow what kind of
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system would be feszsible, possible under the circum-
sterces. he system they thought possible wes & kind of
middle rosd solution. Hed free elections been held this
mood of the country would have exnressed itself by
supporting the middle rosd parties, in nertioulser the

Smallholders and the Soecial Denmocrats.

(Kext I heve ssked resuondent what kind of fovernment in his oni=-

nlon would heve been formed in Hungery in case the Revolution

would have stebilized itself.)
I think it would have been g coslition govermment,
composed chiefly of the Smellholders Party and t:e
Soeirl Democrats. Also & strong Catholic Perty would
have been in the coalition, slthough I enticipated in
such a situation & svulit within the Cetholiec party.
4 split between the followers of lindszenty end the
demoeratic republican wminded Cutholics, There would have
been also & peassnt perty =2nd & liberel bour;eois
radicel perty. All these narties I Have mentioned
probebly would have partlieipsted in the coalition. As
for the Communists Imre Nagy srobebly would have renein-
ed the lesder of a simgll Cortwnist Perty, en snti-Sta-
1iniet=Com unlet Perty, thaet is bed the old Stwlinistis
tried to bolt the Communict Partgﬂagﬁﬁfcﬂuld not heve
giined more followers than mexkiwdlenké in Inpland.
Finally there would have bheen & sort of Neo-Fasclst
Perty with strong nationalistic and papigionistie
tendericieas. Put I don't think that it would have gain-
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ed much support among the Hungurians.

{Mext I have szaked respondent about his opirions an anki-Gemitism

in Hungary.)
NMering the RBekosi ars enti-femitism in Hun ary was very
strong. The people regrrded the Communist dixtetoership
as a Jowish dictatorahip £nd in view of the (-eci num-
ber of Jews in leeding positiins, thie point 7 view
Wi, to & celrlnin extecat, juntifiable. The regi:e of
Relrosd strengthened anti-Ssmitiam in 2 werys. Ulrsh, by
putting their pileture in the show=window,es I lige tu
apesk of 1t jokingly, second,by fostering anti-Jemitiam
and this seecond polnt I am golng %o explain in detail.
The regine wis awere of sxisting ant&Semitiam and wos
an¥ious bo take advantese of it by promoling its own
ends. The way the repime wes trying to manipulate with
enti-Semitism wes tlids: They were anxious %o divexrt
anti-Semitism directed speinst the resime by turning it
ageingt the Jewish enemies of the regimo. They have
fostered antl-9emitism ageinegt the Jewilsh cﬁpitnliﬂtﬁ.
apaivist Zionists, asrinst Jewish bourpeois cosmopoli-
tan elemsnts. TFor instence, the penerel practice of
the regine in fostering this anti-Semifism sgninst the
gowcelled enemies of the neople was thet whencver a Jew
wan sontenced fer eriies anrinst the resime his former
name wan displayed s T inﬁiﬁnfiﬁn uf his Jewish ori-

pin. In brief, they thought they cin steal the thunder
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of asnti-Semitism. Phe remetion of the mublic to this
policy was not what the regiue hed expecstad, Hhe et
Sediitic Batred sgeinet thoe regime did na® rubsida,
Rattier, Lho heonle thought that the ciwish lesders T the
regineg are rud vt those Jewe whg s76 40T lite %Hhe weews
shauporting the regime. This whs ‘he arme Tesction the
pepple lad to the trinls of sone Conmupicss. Jbar e=
lieved nenely that the Gommunife sre "ade L Lhoas
sommund sts who rre noh willing %6 Follaw biiaedly ine
Commuriat dietetorshin whiel amecnt the Diptutopriln of
tha Soviets. I ean 1llunirrSe oy & 1it%le rhary low far
the Eungrricns idantifiecd vhe Qorisanist reagine wibn
{lie rule sf the Jews, Tlis im the story of lr. Szzboky,
a Gnallholder warber of bhe Perlioment who nae urm ested
znd sentenced to life inr 1349, After his und rine re-
lepae i 195€ I had = revesling converaeid o with ‘vm.
e told ne how he ¢fefended i self szelnst the chsrges
thet he wes nn epamy 21 the peenple. lle ai.ly delfzhided
himeelf by seying thet he w=s not =nd never kns hsen

an anti-Semita. To prove this he srgeed fhei elrasdy

in 19195 durinz the Tirst Communi:t dlctitorabdp in

tun. ATy he soved the fressury af the j1lirnee loraal.
sub 4hid wie of ns aveil, he comuented, nnd he ecreluded
§# £ Jowr wng net epotsh of ¢ Jew far the regsine, hhen
What &n asrtk ecould I heve done, Uow this Litlis soxy
1 helieve 1llustyreton very well, how the Dunjarians

gvor libepral-itiinded Hunmerians like Ur. Szaboky Suought
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of the regine. A very irnnortent sspect of the regime's
enti-Semitic policy was thet they employed a greet
number of formsr Fagelsts in the AVO. They let these
Fascists rage agalnet the Jewish onnonents of the
repiie. This wes o elnseicel exennle of the regime's
intentions to stesl the fthunder of anti-Gemitism,

I would like to siress, horever, ecnplutieally thet during
the Revolutlon there vere no cnti<Semitic excesses
vworth mentlioning. | _
seieoonams I bave herrd about aporadie nnti-Semitie
excesses in the countryside,; but in Budapest during the

entire nerisd of the Revolutisn Lhere wepe no such

acta at all. _
TUTRENEEYX The ressonzs for thrt I could sury up as follows:

Pirast 41t 1is innortent to lkeep ih aind thet the majority
of the writers who suntorted I-we llagy were dJdews,

Second the Jews beheved well during the Revolution. Phird
theres wnz a grect avercnose of the adverse resctlons

any sign of anti-Semitism may have in the West, esneclal-
ly in the United S5tetes. How I would like to conclude
this subject by saying a few words sbout the strte of
anti-Semitism onder the precent regime of Kadar. Ko

doubt there 1s prreat snti-Semitism todnrny in Hungary.

The Hader resive is not continulng the former enti-Semi-
tic policy of the Rakosl repizne, which I have described
etrlier. On the other haend, 1t is true, that the publie
at large i3 anti-Semitie. The reesons for that I could
gum up in the following polnts: Pirst, the morcl nurity

of the Ruevolution whiech prevented the outburst of

Anti=Semitism is not working anymore. Second, =lthough
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among the top leaders sare no Jews today, in the middle
and lower leading positions the overwhelming Jewlah
dominance continues. Third, there is rnd #lwoys has
Leen & ﬂ:unter-revﬂlgﬁmﬂary gnti-Semitie elenent 1n the
Fungerion society. It wes temporarily only, that the
Revolution has sllenced these elenents. Incidentally

to whet I have said about the Xader repime's policy to-
werds the dJewsa I would like to #dd thia. It is true,
that they are not continuing the anti-Semific policy

of the Nakoal regime, levertheless there vre gi na thet
they are indulging in some sort of anti-Semitiom. For
instence, Ir. larosan repentedly exnresnad the opinion
thet amony the sectarians whom the Communiste hold Bg
partly responsible for the Rﬂ?ﬂlutiﬂﬂﬂlﬁhﬂﬁﬂ seetrriens,
Larosen repestedly spiﬂiwere moatly Jews. As for
Rader's regine I would like fo rﬁﬂ;at what I have

srid so often: Hekozi had the mass support of the

Sadists wheress Kadar has no support ¢t all.

(Kext I hnve msked respondent to elsborwte a little more ih de-
tall his views on the precent =itustion.)

It is an acconm)lished faet that the most aetive part
of the nopulation behind the ivon ecurtain had been
orought up under Communist educstion. This does noi
mern necesserlly that these people ares [ond

of Cownunism. U the other hand it is true theat
Conmunism for them is somgthing netursal. Even through

they are agalnst Communiam, in & gertein sonse, they
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are Commupists. This 1s why £ Polish-like, Gonulka-
like ﬂuiutiﬂﬁ in Mungery would have o genuine suphort,
not to eneak about the Tret that under the given elr-
cumstances in my opinion e sort of metionsl Commundsm
is the most mabturel solution for she countries in the
Soviet orbit. The Parlismentary synitem is no doubt the
vest, but for the tine being it is herd to see how
anythings else or nore could be achiuvedlthan whet the
Poles have echieved for themselves. ts for nymelf, if
I were g Pele, I would be sunporting Jomulka through
thick end thin, And I think many Hungeriens feel the
same wey as I do. What is the next ster from a Gomillks
type natienal Communism in the Soviet orbit this is
gnother question. If the iron curtr-in wiuld cease %o
exist, a new'situstion would arise in tie countries now
in the Soviet urhit"hehind the %:nn auriain.
. B laat thought | Thiz is what he/
(Continu this dodcmboniat 1 2mwe eoked res;ondant,
XRFAGEIEXE [ about the fubure.)
sald
ts fer na I can see, there is 2 willircness in Russile
to create a situation in Tastern Europe which would be
acceptable both to the ‘est and to the weople themael-
ves in the countries of Eastern Zurove. Such a settle-
mant of the ¥ast Buropean questlon could be attained
however, only ﬂna;ﬁi:ttlﬂ brsin. I think sinething eould
have been dachieved on this Mﬂﬂﬁ basis. Already during

-
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the period of Destalinization I think It was a grest
mistalte that the J/est dld not spnreciate this new
course of Soviet policy. But in essence the situation
is no different fodey from what 1t was bedores
A do ut degitustion still exlsts and on this basis
351;£E;é;-;ﬂuld be acliieved. The ‘/est above all has to
abrndon the idec of trrnsforning Hungery or any othér
country of the nresent Soviet orbif intoc a NATO country.
If Eeat asud Yesi could agres on sone sort 27 sscurity
syntem ir Furope, I believe the Huspciens vould be
willing to make concensiwns in lungery anc elsewhere
in Ematern Turcve. In llungary perhans ther would be
in particuler willing to nake corcesslions hecause as
thinss ctnnd tow llungary is eeconomically £ burden for
the Soviet Union, It is for the first time perhaps
thet the Hungerians succeed in expl i*ing thé Russians
agonomically. OF course, politieally tio Hungery is
a great burden for the Russlans. It is 1 econstant
source of irritation and unerglhess i;rtht Hussicns.
the foamawn—t
How if un Bast-West settlenent within;“‘f_ of
en Buronesn security systen could ﬁf%?ﬁ%ﬂ. I gnti-
einste Lhe lollowing Humsien ennceasiunsa F.rut, thet
they would pive mmnenty to all ﬂrrﬁﬂte:?ﬂﬂniﬂncﬂd*
Second, thet they would acecept the svsicn ol woriers!
gouncilas. Third, free electisne end pgovernme:ts formed

on the basle of aupch electionzs. Fourth, tie recognition

of the
of the Sopizl Demoecratic Party which 1 believe is an:?
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hardeat things for the Russiunes to do beecruse the
Sooiglisgt pre the chief rivels of the Communiers. It is
BEXEX eggier for the Communigta to scknowledy s She
exiastence of & peasant or even bourgeois-liderel Paorty,
than the existence of a Sociel Democritic Porty. In
brief, I envisoge any soluflon of the Esst Jluroje:n
question within the Trameworic ol & coexictence nal ern.
After all the alternstive is worl? war I1l. ul cours-,
T would not exclude the posnibllity of such uphesvgls
in Russie and this I am saying esud@clally in view of
the current events in Russian which wonld ererte ap en=-
tirely new situation. A wmew situwation in which Kuscia
woild E&;&; g new leader in the persen of a militery
fipure, & luoneparte Wapoleon. Wow this nilitary
firure may resemble in many resdecto to & Vestern
rilitary figure, except that he mey be lzwat wiliing
to meke ponecessions the West is arxious tv sec Eusxmla
to meke in Bestern Europe, namsly territorisl con-
ceapions; concssslonpg bhat would give up Russlan mill-

tary control over the EBest EBuropean territories.

(Interviewor'e note: In ennrelusisn resyandent relemnied renected-
1y to his mrtieles written on Lhe subject which he heg elryesdy

nt the bezinning
1iztedlof the interview,)

Interviever's reting: Rapsvort, fronkness, cooperative=

ness was excellent. No sign of conplinnce nr flatiery.
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Respondent throughout the interview wes evidently of
the view thet he hes written so nueh thet thers is
hardly snything he wonld like or would Le willing to
say on these quentions, FNevertheleas, it is ny leeling
that in the course of this interview perheps res ondent
elaborezted on a Tew aspects ond threw some light on
gotie details which his artieles do not cover and that
therefore the interview wes worth naking.




