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INTRODUCTION: Hespondent was recomnmended for interview 1ln education
and student life by one of his schoolmates in the
Inngbruck Hungarian gymnasium. This schoolmate was
interviewed in Innsbruck (see No.408). Heapondent wae
degseribed a3 a very intelligent boy who has interest-
ing things to say about his experlences as stugent in

!

Iriterviewer asked respondent first & few queations about respondent's
opinion and experiences durlng the revolution.

ihe revolution was & surprise. There was relaxation no doubt,
especially since the 20th Party Congress in 1956. Ve were
hopeful that something will havppen, you could not live with-
out hope. On the other hand we distrusted also the regine and
we did not dare to hope too much, in order not to be too much
disappointed 1f changes we have hoped for would not come true.
The toplie of change was very much in the alr, In the school
too, one of our tedachers regularly brought the Irodalmi Ujsag
inte the classroom and called our attention to some of the
articles in the paper. I remenber also that we were talking

alet about Imre Nagy. we trusted him, asltho we knew that he

is a communist. e trusted him because he was a Hungarian not
| g Jew. The top Communists like Rakosi, Gerd, or Hegedus, were
not only Jews but they were Russien Communists. We could not
think of them 28 Hungarians, We remembered a&lso the gov't
Imre Jagy wae the Prime Miﬂisfer of in 1953. +his was tha
firgt experience of a change for the betfer under the
communists and the oninion was that would Kegy form a gov't

aprain, ood changes would come.
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Iy experiences during the Nevolution were not very interest-
ing. Of course on Uctober 2%rd, when we heard abiut ths
happenings in Judapest in the radio, it filled ut with exclte-
nent. On Oet 24th we were back in school, but lat r that day
school vas disuissed and I went home to 1y parents in
lajosmizse. whei I left Fecskemet crovds were milling in the
atrects and denonstrators had pullerri'.m'm the ‘lugsi:in monument.
7y eontrast, +hen I arrived to lajosmizse 1ife tlier: was
guiat. 4lso, the change in lLajoamisze was rather gquit. A
Nevelutionary “eunell has been electadf g Jationul Giird hae
heen formed. At night the mermbers of the Jational Guari
patrolled tne atreets. 1 was on duty too, one ripht, D& I
did not we:r arms. L nade & trip with my father to Judetest
witer the victory of the Hevolution. I took walks on bthe
gtrects o the enpital, but this was during the days when
nudapest 7as quiet and 1 did not have any particular ex-—
perience. there. Un the day of the Russisn agression, on

Tov 4th, we ware already back in Lajosmizse. There was no
£i,htin: in Injosmizse. The AVO troops caume back a day or v
igter, 3ome Higaian troops came and went, but altho there
vera no fisghtirgs in our vieinity, the population was terror
atr.ken. My fa her was of the opinion that we muast leave the
spintry. I agreed with him, while my mother thought that we
stold stay, lecause we could never ret used Lo life abroad.
nt Tesr took iold of ny mother too, when we heard nbout

wne arrests and nere I should interject that my father had
ween trrested 11 Feb 1956 and he was releasad gnly on the

sve of the Hevolution.
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Tt ig not auite eclear to me why my father was arrested.

1t was something about a letter that someone has written
nliroad, deseribing conditions inside Hungary and ny father
gns involved in this letter affair. It was fear of nrrest

thet drove us out of our fatherland.

Interviever rozed renpondent about his achool sxperivnces. “irst,
about rolationship between students and teachers:

here werecn't many communiste among my teachers;in the whole
co-niaium there were verhaps 4 or 5 conrmunists o1 the faculty.
Sut T should add thut they were communists altho Shey

vere Huncerians. They were no Jews. ‘the director of the
symapeium hieclf was of course a corcounist. He couwld 1ot
nave seen director had he not been a communist. Hio name
waa .Jdorjan Szabo. Among my teachers who were communiatse
were llekes Berecky and lladarasz. 1 was student in the vo-
cellel C=Seotiony which was a Zussglan Hection, B0 exlled,

It wes so colled because we learned .ussian 7 periods 2
waelk. It wes the section for the better students. It was
the rule thas the pood students were atudying in the
Gussian Seotion. But altho we were students in the Russia
asetion, we did not eall our tedchers comrades. we culled
them Tanarur. ‘he order wus that we should ezll our tenchers
comrades, but we paid no attention to this. From time %o
time we wore veninded. The director issied orders 1o tiids
effect ard the teachers anounced it in the class. But they
thenselves di¢ nol care %o keep this rule. Not even the
communist teachers. Lhe director of the yrnasiun and

school inspectors often visited our classes.
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Jurin;: inspectloa time we used sometines the word "Lom-

rade" in addresaing our teachers, but even then we cnlled

then often just Taparur. “he inspection laid more stress

on hat we were lenrning, whether our notebooks corresvond

to tho textbooks. In other words whother we are not

taught differently than the textbook _rescribed it. As for

politie: 1 indoctrination, of course all the textLooks

«ara written from the point of view of materialist, liarxiest,

anti-capitalist philoscphy. Hungarian literature and

history was taught in & way that the cless conflict was

emphasized. slso, biology stressed the communist ideas.

The non—-comnunist texchers leetured eccordinz to the

textbooks, but they urde us feel rather often thut they

do nob believe in whai they are saying. [he derisive

omile on the teachers' fdace betrayed very oiten what
thought.

they had really immgdym Also the students quite often

#1lowed themselves g¢ynical remarks such as "This was

asguredly invented by the Soviete" T'he whole claas

burst out in a bip Zaugh, but the %eacher did not say

s word., He behaved es if he did not Jnow what was joing

on. In all fairness to our comnunist teachera 1 nust

cay that they were good people nntl pood teachers. They

must have Leen comrunists by convietion, by ideullsm.

1 would meation in partieulzsr ladarasz, one of the

communist teachers. He lived in real misery., He had 5

children. He worked hard. His clothes were worn out. He

was certainly no privileged member of the society, on

the contrary.
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‘hile saying all this I am aware that perhaps our school
was not a typiecal one, Lut I think it is the more interest-

in;s what haprened in our :chool. ~s for the affect of
Marxist lndoctrination on the studenis, many students

were of the view that Ccrmunism is a good ides, but not
a practicable one. . hat we thought is good in Cormunism
were the following: The ides of equalily, generzl wel-
fare, freedom for all. ¢f course the eccrmuniast yezime
did not fo'low these idoals. What the resime did was
exactly the opposits of ‘hese ideals. I vould say that
Commuidism as it wnrs pract ced wag the very opposite of
what it suprnosedl: waa to le. In any cuse, theo conmunist
isgue was no center of interest in the zlavs life, Ve
were tealkins alout Comuunisr here and t.aere, but there
were no heatel debates. 1t wis gommion cingenvtus among
us that what we really wante was to gef rid of Comnuniemn.
I could not sey what was it ve actually rantel to have
instedd of the communist regie, we did rot have any
precise notions on that. Peri:ps we did not even care
what would follow once Commu..sm would be gons. 0OF
course, hed we gotten rid of romaunism, w3 would have
pared rore for what had follcored it. Yhis state of

nind ol the students was re-tly influenc=d by their
fumilies. The eentrzl iiea cof fanily life .:as the ex-
sectn.ion of some change, bur ‘ere apguln I could anot say
wthat was expected from a change Anythins wilts thought ta
be better than Conmunism. among v iteachers the graates:

{nfluence on me was exercised by ry roon-teacher, vho was

A yoman,
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liar name was Lnrs. Tibor Szabo. o relation to the di-
rector whose nane wia: Szabo too. “he was a real ldealist.
she worked Zor our good and she instilled in us the
gpirit af idealism. I think I owe to her much. She im-
nressed me with the idea that knowledge ia o rent
treasure and tlat to be moro perfect 1s the greatest

ide::1l tan chn Tollow.

Interviever asked x rcopondent to say something aboubt rclations
among atudents:

Belationa among studonts were friemndly, comradely, even
novt, after I left lluagery I mointain clese touch with
my former clusomates. I am namely the only momber of

my class vho fled to the West. In one of the letters 1
received recently, [ was told that 2 of the students

in our class are scoundrels. What the letter writer
probably meant was thet they were Communists. He prob-
ebly referred to ¢ boys whom we knew as Comnunistieally
inclined, but as feor as 1 remember they were Jood

cheps. One of the two woo B, son of a Gommunist Party
member. “he other was - He came from a terrible
Tamily, His fethzr was a drunimred and his mother did

not loolk after linm at all, Zoth -aud I often
made communist nronouncements. I remomber a few debates
wa had with them. D3ut these debates actually werce hot
vinlgnt ones. As I have said, Comnunism was no central

igsue in our student life.
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Interviewer usicd respondent to pay sonethin’ about the relation-
ghip between family and school:

I don't Xnow of sny conilict between nmy fanmlly ex-
periences cnd school experiences. 1 reulize of course,
that my family was somevhat different from the others,
I wes the only child and relationn within the famlly
were very warm, very intimate. In other families boys
and rirls were iery often neglected by the parents.
Joth my father and ' other hed pgreatl influence on me.

ly father wae & very religious man. lle wes Catholic and
so was my mo.her too. But my mother was not religious
gt all, dhe waz almost an athelst. lHer atheism had
nothing tc do with the communiet regine, it was not de-
veloped 'ader the communist influence. she was B BCep~
tic. oh: often said "There is no God. “he real religion
is inrlde." Incidentally, my mother was an elementary
teacler in I&joomizae and a very pood teacher at that.
1 fillowed my father and I was very rcligious myneli.
Bu: bthin did not euuse aay conflicts with =y wuother.
w1e never objected to ny going to the church, while 1
sfton urged lher to go to cliurch, /hich she did not do
very often. 1 adored both my father and mother, but my
father in particular had sreat influence on ne. He wens
in & way n strange man. 1 even wouldn't know what to
cill his occupation. He had a degree, the doctor of
Juris prudence. Defore the war he was woriing in the
office of & eatholic newspaper in Sudapest, Vemzetl
Ujsag. Lut not as & newspaperudn. liis job was adnmini-

strative.
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He held a Job & lac in the liiniatry of .ar. Later he beczne
a businessmun. lle was in the lumber hbusiness. Juring the
second Vorld Lar he waa doiny military serviece. As he often
aaid he had the misfertune to be called in morc often thon
anyona elese. lio was cn the Hdussion front and towsards thwe

end of the war he wes talen prisoner in the vieinity of
Lger In Nunzary. lie was & llussian prisoner of wor for three
years., When he cane back he was in 1he lunmber business
Ar#dain. lLater, at the rallways and then he worked at the
VITURI, an abbreviation lor Hungarian lydrological .lesearch
Institute, IHe aeld his job with the VIWUKI until TFeb '56,
when he wes arcested. ily Iather was a vory friendly man,
everyone liies him. lle has no enemies. l'e had a very
optimistic naiture and peopls like him for his pptimism,

But ultho wmy father had perhaps sreater in luence on ne,

I adored 1y mother too. She awakened in me interest in the
work of ‘he great Hungarian patriot of ihe 19th century,
Stephen Sszechenyl. !ly mother adored Szechsnyl. She

thoupte of him not only aat?#dreateaf Mungarian, Wt the
mogt 3ober Hungarian and she thousht that this is what

the Jungariens need - sobriefy. the believed in evelutionary
nrojress, in peaceful reforms, in gpraduslism and Bzechenyi

we3 her idol. Szochenyl stood for a.1 that.
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Interviewer asked respondent to tell somethin: sbout his patriot-
ism, &nd nationalist feellngs:

"I am a Huasarian patriot, but I never gxperienced the
extrene feoli.irs of chauvinism. At home 1 did not re-
¢eive such influences znd of course in the oschool we

did not receive chouvinistic education either. But I
would 1lize to say about the school that even the communist
teachers stressed the feet that we are Hungarians. Ve
were told on the other hand not to be exceaslve in our
nationalist feelings. I do realisze that the Hungarian
nation has both preat virtues and great faults. 1 would
cone back to Bzechenyi. I think he best exrressed what

ig ;ood anl et is bad in the Hunparian nation. Juring
the revolution I remember there wes great nationalist
anthusiasm. I remember my father saring that the Hungarians
proved themselves a braver nation than any of the others
under Comrmunist rule. When the revolutlon was victorious,
my father expressed alsc the view that on ths basis of
our achievement we nmay improve our standing in the world
to the extent that we may even recelve territeries which
were Lacen gway <rom us by our nei ‘Hbors. lle spolke about
the old Prontiers of lNungary."(Interviewer's Tote: Upon
srobing respondent what he thought of the historic
frontiers of lungary, he said:) "Well, as g matter of
fact, even thouizh we were not tausht at all te believe

in a 1000-Year Hungzary, actually we considered old
Hungary as a perfeet creation of nature. Ilistoriec Hungary
formed a geozraphic unit. Ly opinioa is that we ars en-
titled to get Laeck those territories from our neighbors,

on which Ilungarians are living.
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fut T believe also in & broader union with our neighbors,

in a sort of federaticon, anublan rederntion,"

Tnterviewer asked rcespondent %o say gomething about lis friends:
"I had two rood irienus. One was my friend sinze my child-
hood, the other I mes in the gymnasium. They bcth were
like myself, idealisis. Ve 1i:ed to discuss suel subjects
as the problem of Grd, religion, marriage. We spoke
less nbout politin: 1l subjects, but 1f we did, we ware
eursing the Jduss’rns, that was nost of the time wat it
samounted to. We ipoke little of Communism or Ilarxion,

but if we did we eritieized it. Ve, all the three ol us,

velieved that t'e best ideology iﬁm Christianity.
ﬂgaﬁﬁhigatiuni1: with soeial responsibility, with a sense
of responsibi ity towards the problems of the molern
society. Ve /ere very keen in understanding what Tue
gocial prcuima of the modern world are. 1 ould pos=
haps ea's out ideoliogy Christinn Seoeiunlism. As 1 hawe
said my Chr: itiun views were mostly instilled in me Ly
r+ Tather. He talked a 12t =bout God. dlso my room=teacher,
‘'re. Szabo, I have been talking about, had similar in-
fluence on ne, Altho I would point out that she was no
Catholie at a2ll. Jhe belonged fto the ieformed Church.
But she someshow strengthened in ne the samc influance

my father had on me, altho Iirs. Szabo was not particul-
arly religious, but she strengthicned this sort of ideal-
ism in me, which I derived from my father's influence
and ny fatlier's way of thinking about God and Christian-
ity.
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Interviever asked respondent to say something about the Jewish
Juegtion in Hungary, in particular about anti-Semitiam:

"There were no Jewn in nmy clags and I never hnd any
Jewish friends. I rcuember, however, that during the
Var my parents talkod about the persecution of the Jews
and they condemner. 1t. On the other hand I must say that
we youns people Jore all anti-Jenitie. lhe reason wag, I
think, that mops of the good Jjobs in Hungar, under the
Communista were in Jewish huands. I shoulrd nadd that
gecording trn my experience in the Vest the situstion is
almost the sane. The Jews control the money. I have no
aevidanea thit this is se, but in a1l frenkness I do ba-

lieve thet it is go. "

Interviewer aciced respondent whether he had any experiences
with the DISZ.

"1 war A member ol the DISZ; as all of ua wore. I did
not 1Zke the JISZ activities and I would say that they
were .1 generel not populicr. There was dancing in the
DIiZ Jlub. I was rether shy and I did not participate
mezh in these activities."(Interviewer's ilote: Probing
%lz respondent whether he could tell rore about what
wiat on in the DISZ Club, respondent znswered:)

"Jhe JI5Z Club offered all sorts of entertrinment to

he sludents. It was the policy of the reime, I believe,
to uake the students into loyel supporters of the re ine
by ofierin; them these entertsinments. I know that there
was n time when they oifered even lifquor in the DISZ

Ulub, Loter only fruit-juiee was served.
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I know zlso that in the DISZ “lub boys and girls were

frec to o whatever they lilted. fhere was no control.

But I don't have eny knowledge of sexual intercourse
between boys and girls in the DISZ Club. I do know because
I can speak from personal experience that during the

dance perties 1t has been an accepted custom to dance as
closely as you could. Speakin: about relationshin bet-
ween boys and girls in goneral, I would say that we were
on comradely terms. Jut it was too informal. 1 did not
like 1t. I think these new customs destroyed the idezl

of woruinhood."

Interviewer aslked reapondent what he would like to become:
"1 would like to choose a profession in which 1 can
gerve the soeclety. Ferhaps I should cvhoose between be-

comins a doctor, & teacher or & priest.”

Interviewer nsked respondeni what he thinks of Hungary's future:
"[ envisase & socialist Christisn HMunqary. I don't know
this 1s
whether/a possibility, but this is what I would like to
see lungary to beconme in the Tuturae, There should be no
Lbig estates, no caste system, I reject the nociul and
econonic system under which Hungary lived in the past.

God bLeware to bLring back the past. "
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INTERVIEWER'S KATING: deppondent is an intelligent boy, some-

what slow in expresaing himself, but he gilves considerable
effort to express himaelf accurately. Uince he is not particul-
erly articulate, he has considerable trouble in speaking the
precise way he evidently is trying to speak. He is frank, he was

cooperative, rapvort was excellent. llewever, it scems %o ne that
he ¥nows relatively little zbout the life of others. lle is an

introvert, he is 4 sensitive boy, he is, I woull say, a unique

case rather than a typleal one.




