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I was ordeined in 1951 at Scombathely.

(For a desoription of conditionz in the Szombathely Seminary
and gt the Office of the Bisiop of Szombathely, see
Interviow ELL-1, 301).

I vas working ss chaplain in seviral commnities of Zala
Couniy, btut my last post,before the Hevolution, was in the
County of Vac. PFor two years, 14nt in the first and the last
yoor of oy four yoors pricetly :nresr in Hungary, I was
teaching religicn to the pehssl-children. Iam the intorvening
two years I did not have pernission to do this.

Zech tino, whon I wao tronsferred,; I roceived my new assigraont
or the regular way in the usual form, signed by tho bishoo,
Ay ouch gmder, of ceourse, had to bo counter-signod by the
officiel of the Hiote Office for Church Affairs, but I could
ot tell just how much my trsnefora wora the work of this

Senie authority or vhother it woe loft to my bishop's dipsorction.

erceniionaily lueky as {cacher of veliglon. Although
thare wero some shlcaneries put 4n my way too at the rapistration
fov roligioue insirustion, still, in my communities, almont
=11 prrents rofdsierad their cldldren for religions foatruntion.
T bl almcet 1007 of the ob ldren ceming to my elsoses . In

T 2lacae Lhe mmbor vas useally beiween 60 to 807%. Those,
= wora not rezictersd, veors pirictly forbidden to attend my

7, bt benifes this, I nevor had the plishteod ifreuble
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eboat my elasses during my careey as instructor of religion.
I var controlled all the time;at each class a teacher was
pitting in the last bench listening to me, but never saying a
word.

There wea & lrw, that children with the perajesion of their
paTents could be propered for Pirst Communion and alse for
Confirmation. On theso preparations sven those, who did not
go to religious instruction in the school, ceuld take part.
Per these preparatory instructions, two houro vaskly for two
ncatha were preseribed, which could be held in the church.

In one of the villasges, deep in the heart of Zala, where the
Crtholic roligion is gtill wery utmoh alive, the Party seoretary,
togothor with the chairann of the losal Council, declared that
“d nebody vanted to care for their ehildren, at least tha prisst
cguid do it from him the childrer would not lscrn enything bad.
T kor this, nobody would have dared to speak agsinst me. Ny
Toof bBunnmo & veritable childrentso caop, 20 to 22 children
cusrennled = evory day.

e golng ves fres. There wen a pernon held emch Sundey in
curnuoticn with the Holy Mass. We hold also sutdcor procecaocions.
i these helideys, whish hed beon abolished by tho Stata, wo
Poid Mogaee in the sorndng end in tho evoning for the recplo and

muhino-ahildren.

Lorsldyny youoecnld feol tha conirolo anft ter=or izposed Ly ths

araps Jiako oven in the weost remsto places. We hail to Sako
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care of our words seid from the pulpit, becsuse we never ocould
be sure that en informer would not dencunce us. lany pricats
have beon dregged avay by the AVH aftor their sernen.

The Stato sutherities labour wery hard 4o infuse life into
their still-born poace-priest movement in order to weaken and
Tinglly to divide end break-up the Catholie Church. However,

in our diocese, all their efforts in thie direotion ended in
fingoo. Just teo give vou en exsmple ; at their first great
ranco-priest Cenfersnge im 1950, which was hold in Szombathely,
and on which all priests ehould have been perticipoting, besides
the imnvited gucats, only three or four prissts showed up £pd
gven thesa did not bohave entirely in the wey ths Commnists

vantod them to hahsave.

e Circular Letfers from the Episcopal Chancellery, werae
cither rvoad frem= tho pulit by the priests or simply thrown
a7ay into the pupor Laslket mocording to the prieste! conasolence
nat lhaivy nosition inm the locality. In eithor cgsc, the
sitonily lmew woell that the Circuler was writton by the State

notiineliics e=d not by their bishop.

~olive ferver was by for not the only nmaans in the hands of the

sithoritics fe influenes tho priests' nttiinde. In feact, open

«nrooir wag leog ard lona oxcorpised in the laat years sgainst
murth.  Yhe Siatz rathor resorted o Lhe sesnp of raising

wtharing vonebhedy's position, outhority =2nd working Field

i it lso noreboiyta living stondard. In this way
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1% eould reward the people who would be inclined %o play ball
by promoting them to bottor peaitions and giving them higher
snlarios, while they could punish the recaloitrant priests by
Aeuotionn, traansfers to God forsalun 1ittle parishea and by
oiopping their pay. Por exasplo, I did not raceive any pay -
for cno and a half years, One could pever ba sure about the
next montk 's salary. Those vriestes, who became persomne non
gratee, more often did not get their selary than they did., I
know of such prients, who did not have even a loaf of bread
for thair Christmas holidays.

The usual salary of e ehaplain was 500 forinta for o month.
The Rector of the Pariah received botweon 620 to 720 forints.
Af{er the Land Heform of 1945, atill suech lend was left in

tho Church's hand, i.e. most of the land whioh belonged 4o the
anilividual parlshes. In 1950, the grssctest psrt of this land
T30 alco naticnaliced and enly 800 81 (1/2 cadostor yoka)

soilc be Lept by ench Pardeh. The same ancunt of land, 800 81,

toe Selt for cach tho emntor and the soten.

= ins the Reoveolution, I wan otorting the organization of the

=00axy Uouneil in our village and becaae cna of its

Ravelud

azdora.  Yhew aftermnvds oy position bsoams untenabls, I left




