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‘he West saw an example of the Soviet Union's relation
with 1ts satellites. Actually the situsziion is sll the
same today =t home, or worse than it was before the
revolt. Lut the Hungariane =aw that all people in the
country werc sharing in their opposition to the regzime.
A P 8
In the prevailing ter-or the communists started to maks
small coneessions. +hey began by adnitting mistakes of

party secretaries. This, of course, came to head with the

'+ publiely admltted in the press ever since the sumner of

Tt

1956.
Btalin's death portended a change, & change brought about
by the rew program of Imre Nagy, aiming at the improvement
of agriculture and the slowdown in industrial construction.
*his showed the weaknsso of Soviet foreign poliey positiona
whieh they finally realized by themsclwes and tried %o
coreact.

This was much discussed and programmed in university po-
litical seminarles run by the party. ‘“he Polish events
brought home the sinilaritiss in atmosphers and feslings

in the nelszhboring countries.

Hakosl enjoyed grent hatred and he pot 211 the blame from
the party. But only ninor improvements were schaduled

after hie dischargs.

This moved great masges. Nobt beeausa of lajk's person,

for whom noonz waz sorry, but becsuse this was onen
adinispaion of the political murders before and after ajk.
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During Gerd's re;ime, when the return of Imre Nagy to the
gov't be;an to be demanded more and more insistently.
Earlier the writers were passive or suppressed like Iaszlo
Hemeth. Me too was "discovered™ only 6 months before the
revolt. The population enjoyed the freer tone of the press
and the Pettfl circle etc. enjoyed much popularity for
discussing economic, politieal and cultural problems.

I think Boldizsar became the editor of a new paper, the
Hetfdd Hirlap. The lead article of the 18t issue written
by the editor made the paper of immediste importance. In
this he insgisted to stand for truth and freedom in his
editorial poliey. Vith thie the other papers also began

to be freer, even IUgabad Nep showed some changes. I re-
eall an article in Szabsd Nep by a county party secretary,
presumably one from IlMiskolc. His name is probably Fiidvari.
In this he writes how he, after having a flat tire, went

to & peasant home, and Ltzlking to the old peasant, realized
the pulf existing bvetween the party and the people. Thie
must have been 1n the first days of September.

I think the one srtiele by Boldizsar, mentioned above.

The conditions ever sinece 1947 werc the basic cause for
the hatred of the Fusslans,

The above listed historic changes came to a3 head by the
and of Qetober. lore irmolistely in the last few nonths
the Pettfl cirecle khad incressed fresdom of Sthinking, of
speech, of meeting.0ne heard frec opinions. New prozrams

were wvoiced.
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Gerd's appointment was a great disappointment and it only
brouzght inecreased criticism of him and the regime and
actually hils last speech upon his return from Belgrade

‘was best designed to start the revolution, =3 it did.

The small changes permitted by the gov't were gradually
used and incressed by the »people. Originally minor con-
cesplons were made. ~orkers meebtings in plants were per-
mitted. And Iree eiiticism of production by workers was
encouraged. ?his was g direct result of the hopelessly
low production standards. 0Of caurgzﬁihis much liberty
gnd eritiecism was permitted tha trend continued.
Coordinated with this, esight major plants in Hungary
were permitted since last year to schedule thelr own
production plans, insiead of receiving thelr orders
from the central ministry. Subsequently other, smaller
plants were given such independence; with one word, the
aconomic
very unsatisfactory/conditions made the recinme agree %o
these coneessions, and once criticism of econcmic metters
angﬁhrnductiunvras permittad, it scon turned to political
affairs s well. By not clamplng down on the trend, I
rresume they were hoping 4o galn the masses' alleglance
to some degree.
In Sopron there was a gqulet denonstration on the
23»d, laying wreatha on the monument for the 1848 rovo-
lutlion, ?his was planned and caerried out by the univer-
gity youth a8 corgenized by MEFESZ, formed the nrevious
day. The poliece permitted demonstratione only if they

were silent.
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The MLFESZ on the 22nd, was formed becauee in the last
few years DISZ was a non-entity in the lives of the uni-
versity. Neither did it havs contaet with the students
nor with other DISZ organizatlons and so the stepping

in of MEFESZ was & natural solutlon. On the 23rd cleasses
were suspended and with the help and encouragement of the
professors the students' demands were collected and mi-
meographed and these then sent to all the plante and
establishments in town.

Hoone was for an armed revolt, but in every plant manage-
ment was changed.

A very few AVO men were locked up on the 24th as well as
some of the party secretaries. At the university one
marxist was kiecked out, whe tried to pln%?%ath ends in
the revolt. Other than these, all were against the reglme
and with the revolt.

Suech were very hard to finc. Poasibly some pecple were
more measured in their demands or in the pace they wanted
to proesed in. Others were mors impatient. Some communists
may have wanted %o keep ouli of trouble by pretending to be
neutral.

The withdrawal of dussian froops from Hungary, free
cleetions, civil freedom, lure Nagy in the gov't. As

the revolt proceded, trust in Imre Nagy has waned.

In the first hours it was not. However, it was egainst
the gov't and the party leadership.

TPhis meant several things. It neant being anki-Russian.
I+ also referrsed to personal antagonisme, for the

communists had a knack for making themselves unpopular.
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It also meant zeneral opposition to domestic and forelpgn
policlea of the party and the actual party leadership.
Aslde from this, the party itself was wery unpopular.

On the 22nd MEFESZ waa formed. On the following day wa
had a demonetratior and finelly, on the 26th, aid started
coming in from the border with food, medicine and other
things. We then channelled these shipments on to Budapest.
Avout that time meetings were started in the plants.

These were organized by HEFESZ. We tallted to the workere
and had them piek & new management and new workers
councilz for their plants. Also, supply of the towm had

to be organiged, becausse a general striko tended to
eripple all supplies. But 8ll workers azreed to keep the
food proceseins plents working. ‘he strike was to foree
the Russians to withdraw. Ey this time MEFESZ and the re-
volutionary eity council were running the clty affeirs.

We a2lso joined the border guard in eatehing any communieta
who wanted to cseape to the West. Ve collected about 150
prisonere, all told, on the border, in town &nd sleevwhere.
I myself went to six plants and helped to change the plant
management. Very scon we had loat touch with the couniry,
gince the radioz dida't function too efflelently and ne
other cormunications existed. But we dld forn an armed
rcuard, receiving our arme from the Army and the volice.

On the 4%h we tried to block the road leading to Sopron
which forms a pocket in austrlia. for this, we asked the

help of the heavy arvillery batalions in Suttor.
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Some of the guns did show up on the highway, but some-
body sabotaged their work because the striking ecap was
removed from them. There wes no resistance Puaéibla when .
the “oviet tanks showed up later in the afternoon, under
AVO puidence. The Russians came into the city, occupied
a city bloek, blocked off the streets and we reallzed
the end of the revolt was at hand. The Russlians let out
the priconers from the Jall, who started organlzing the

gov't again. llost of us were getting ready to leave.

(7) There were no differences.

(72+b) Cooperation was excellent among 2ll groups in 3oprom.

(8) They toock over the barracks, stopped the traffle in the
strests, but were gquiet and did not show themselves. They
never came out, axcept in their tanks. No violence
oceurred.

(8e) ¥e had about 35 or 40 Koreans, who were studying at the
University. vhen tke revolt broke out, they asked to be
taken to Czechosolvakia and a bus took them there. They
were very auiet and we never had contact with them before
or after. It was a very studious group, fully retired In
their owm, little world. They just started to pick up a
listle Hunzarian.

(9)  Via the radio.
. (9a) We had some of the Budapest papers and we've =zlso started

to print a revolutionary papsr in Sopron.
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We had some viaitora, but they did not bring much news
that we did not gst thru the radio.
I personally had little time, but I was told by the

reople who dld liaten.

The former city council, lts executive committee and

its president wers roplaced at 2 meeting organized

by HEFESZ., 411 plants and institutions sent delegates

who elected the ravelutionary council of Sopron.

The poliee, for iastsnce, remained. But the compromisers
were relieved from the pelice forece.

The Farty ceased to exist. Ite leaders eseaped and many

party secrctaries were jailed, ineluding the eity's

pecretaries. 4Approx. 60 people were involved in the

communist leadersihip of Sopron. Party offices were

locked shut, some literature was burned from the little

propaganda book shops, but others left in their lockers.

The communist party officially ceased tuayhan Eadar and

Nagy formed the M3ZUP, the Hungarian Socialistic Workers

Party. But even for thils there were very few applicants.

The large nejority were for the middle class parties,

the small holders and others. There was general hope for

an Austrian type solution for Hungary.

The prosecution was rclieved from its duty and new pro-

geecution set up.

There were only border puards in Sopron, so-called Green

AVO! But these sympathized with the revolt completay.
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{10g) I don't know.
(103) The asrmy and the city police aided the revolt to 2 large
degree with arms and supplies.
(10k) The National Committee, which was in places called the
Revolutiuﬁury ﬁuuncil. Dut there was no difference het-
it was

ween theee two,/only a loeal fitle.

(101) See above.

(10m) Hore partiez, civil freedoms and a most demoeratic type
oov't,

(11) Yaii.

(118) Yos, it was. For abroad and also for its domastic efiects.

(11b) Yes, without Soviet intervention.

(11e) Wo armed assistance, but we wore hoping for United Nations

operations, perhaps with troops to keep order til]%he
next eleetiona.

(114) Wwell, Poland did have a revolution, and as far as Czecho-
slovekia goes, they dié have a higher standard of living
in the past few years, but on the other hand they did not
have the political changes during the previous suniier,
which weo had influnpary. Zumenia, Bulparia were siuply
more Lackward.

(11e) ifter the 23rd he was made Prime [linister and he was
forced to call in the woviets on gun-point. later, he
admitted this quite freely and openly, bul the ponuliation
lost much of its confidence in hirn, He sould hawe been

a Prime linister only until the next frec elections.
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Maleter had = wvery good roputation, Bela Kovaes thesmall
holder, Kiraly, and, of course, llindszenty.

Students and youth in general took the initiastive, tozether
with a small group of riters. Second, the workers;

third, the intelligentsia, but they were more passive and
more alraid; fourth, the soldiers; fifth, the peasants,

for the peasants were distributed over the land and they

were not sable to o inte revolutionary action.

I often thouzht of leaving.

I coul.l not have put up with the old system sgain.
Yes, my family urged mc, altho they stayed behind.
lo.
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A student of zeodesy.

I have only held summer jobs, but I had many of these 1n
the last 6 summers. I worked as a helper in the water
works. Then I worked another summer in the construction
business, as helper, and later I helped the enZineer on
the construction. Another sumper I worked in a lumber
yard. Another summer 1 worked in a transportation company
and ore more time I worked in the state vinyards

Tast summer I worked as a drafteman doing my practicum
in Budapest in a geodetlic office.

During 2 summersg I had to go to military training camps
for o month each and therefore I only worked one month
in those years. In the other years I worked 2 months
EVery surmer.

The last one was a state engineering office, goncerning
itself with city planning,designing water supplies and
construction layout.

1t was a large, sclentific organiszation.

Budanest Institute for lrnd Weasuring and Soil Survay.

It was in my field.

Nothing pagticularly.

In my other jobs, people with 3 years of schooling ran
the plants or offices without understanding managment or
production principles. Here the manager was a competent,

edusted engineer.
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Julte poud. e had quite new German instruments to work
with, but even here always rore was demanded from us

than vweo could possibly do. On the whole it was & very
pleasont job, because the other young nan who was training
there and I went out on & job and independently did our
work.

Zight hours.

Six days.

We did not have overtime on this job, but previously we
had overtine. I took the job in the traasportotion
company, because of the tremendous overtime that we

could accumulate. lLater, however, overtime was prohibited.
Yat, in the plants it was necessary to fill plans. 5o,
people did not gel paid for it in some instances. Only
stme with good - onnectlions with the managoment could

set a day off for overtlme worked,

Yes. On ny last job & youns engineer was late once or
twice and he zot bawled out in front of the whole oifieca.
I think they raised norms several times.

fhat I had a chance to meet the director of our orpani-

zation, who was & very intelligent man and a Jood engincer.

It was n motley arew. In the office several Exnﬂorthﬂ?ime
artillsry officers worked, since geodetle educatlon was
non=exigtent in Hungary until 4 or ) years ago. But an
artillery officer was capable of learning the job in
relatively short tiie. Yo they let them work there. Aside

fromn these collemues we hiad some old declasse people.
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These were ex-judges or directors or lawyers and they

ecarried our measuring posts around. They had a very

easy Jou, but they only got, I think, 700 ft. a ronth,

Iy partner and I often felt sorry for them and let them

81t down for a rest, while we carried Ghe posts our-

sclves.

This was no problem in an office made up of all educated

people and our hoss wag very &ood.

One complained about the domestic conditlions if one

trusted one's neighbor and co-worker.

Zot rarkedly. Instoad therewere iﬁﬂglanta pecople picked

out as Stuchanowites and these nmade tremendous wmoney.

They were not bettar than the other worker: excent they rot

the ecsiest ploces to work on in order to iprove the

quotas. +his was perhaps the nost basie difference amonygt

worlkers.,

“his was a nominal organization and they did not defend

the workers' interests.

I don't lknow the exact splieres of the comuittee. I'm

not sure who was on 1t.

Yec. Professor Jancssy as & world famous atomie physicist
once wanted to flee the country. lle was caught, brought

back and rewarded with new luxuries, a car with a

chauffeur and a new villa. As far as I lmow he never

Joined the party.

fes, many.

1 knew of chief engineers who only had 5 years of school,

but tried to play their role without success.
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Party men from way back or else opportunists.

I never fdund out.

This was disll:ed.

I would have become an architect. I wanted to be one as
a8 hoy and since my father is & civil engineer this was
near in the ferily. Aside from that, I found, and still
do, thigfanginaering one findg the least amount of
polities. I was simply put into the geodetle faculty
and found myaelf there,

I could have found a posiition in the field.

I think they mainly want money.

Yo travel and to partieipate in eultural events.

It does not matter.

We wers worse off,

I would heve loved & motor-bike, but I could not have
afforded onc until after I had worlked for several y:ars.
wWey ths Tarily, bousht a radio about ? years ajzo.

This was about average.

iy father made 1,760 ft. a month. *his was about %gerage
for an engineer, but it was litile for a man with/years of
experience. Others in plants got nore money than he got
Irom the city.

Ile ot less than doetors nade, but probably more than
others.

Only my father,
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Last sum:er I made 1,200 fi;hﬁﬂ of them went for a peace
loan. I pnid no union dues sinee I did not have to join
for tho 2 months. .e paid sonme slekness inpurance, which
was nevly lntrodueced, but I don't know how much it was,
I guess [ ot between 1,050 and 1,100 ft. Tor my father
tht net figure wrs 1,600 ft. out of a gross of 1,760 ft,.

we hud no savings,

we livel in our own housc where there were 2 apartments,

e ot 140 T%., rent Tor the other apartment, but we had

to pay obout 300 ft. of taxes a m nthe I think we also had

some insnrance expenses .nd for revairs and so in our

own house our own rent was very high. We had a .-room

avartaent vith liitchen, so it was quite comfortable.

“he Lelanee of the salary weni for food., In “opron

there were frequant lines, espeeiall; in front of the

butehers on Saturdays, Actually one could noi zo down

at any tine to tho bubteher shop and buy meat. It was
duringr

easier/thr eek. In the store, if soniething was sold

out, one had to wailt for a month or rore il the ren gece-

nent arrived.

dot out o1 ry father's salary. I usuclly saved from my

surrier job for elothes and sometimes ny father took on

a jol on the side to nake noney Ffor such purposes.

There wna no phone in ocur house affer 1245. Gas was

60--70 £4. 2 nonth and eleviricity was 45-50 ft. erarde

ing fucl, e ofteon bourht smail quantifies as our money

laerted throushout the spring, samaer and fall,
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But one had to be careful, for they often were sold out
of fuel durins the inter rnonths.

I gspent abeut 40-50 £ for eigarettes a month. We drank
TUM very rarely.

This was not %too expensive, for there were many ways of
gettin: scholarships. One form was gocinl aid, which up
to 400 ft. a month wasdizzg for those who were financially
need; and of proper soeial baekground, that is workera!
or peasants' children. Then, there was a repular scholar-
ship for achievement. Jtudents who were below average had
to pay up to 200 ft. a semester tuition. saverage stn-
dents went for free and above avaes o stucents got up to
240 ft. scholarship aid. *he third typ e of scholership
was the Aukosi scholarship for party merits. These

ranged upte 70U £t. a month and these were quice plush.
Almost nothins,

About J0-40 ft. a month. Ve had a laundry wonan come to
the house, |

This was 2 uinor expense.

We used the nediecal serviecos.

Hone, for we dida't o anyplace. But a trip to Budapest
for my sumrer job cost from 120 to 200 4. roundtrip on
an express traln.

Sec the housetax abcve.

None.,
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Very bad ind this was very obvious. ‘hey were pushing
heavy indugirialization, eltho there is no basis for it
in the Iungarian economy. On the other nand the Hussians
are using our resources, like our urenium, but everyone
neglects asriculiure.

The Horthﬂ;egim& was generally disliked. Undoubtedly the
econonic grstem was better th n it is now. Also, there
was a better politieal system than now.

An improverent, temporarily, after 1046. But the
commun_sts's planned econcry had rulml the economy since
then.

They permitted IASZIK, because they renlized the bankrupte—
ey of the retall trade system.

The standerd of living was the same, in spite of small
shifts one way or another in prices. A price reduction
advertised, for instance, of b r e a 4 1icant that the
quelity of the bread would be deelining, but as socn as
this happened a higher price bread was introduced, even
higher than the original yrice and the cheaper bLread
declined in guality further, Onec it reached the point that
people rofused to buy it, the gov't scored its ~oal. The

ro ime reduced the priees, but it also inerensed them.

It played a ruther large role. & general disgust was
perceivable with the poor economic conditions and the
low standsrd of livin;;, especially when one =ould compare

it with the style in which the party bigwigs lived.,
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(11p) Othes innortant elements were the lack of freedonm of

speech and the lack of truvel opportunity.
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I had four years of elementary school in a Lutheran
school; Tour years of secondery school in a lutheran
lyceun and then four years of secondary school in a

state s-mnasium. Subsequently I had completed & semesters
of peodetic sbtudy &t the univeraity of Sepron. I finished
one gyrnmasium before '45.

I applied to the faculty for srchitecture, but I was
accepted on the geodetic faeulty, so I went there.

But actually I got to 1ike it since all the experts in
this fleld instructed on the Sopron faculty. I thiik the
enginecring schook in Hungary, on the vhole, comiared with

thie Wesbtern schools, except for some kader feachers.

wa had constitution studles in gy nasiun; also, our
history, enpceizlly that of the 20th eentury, was taught
from the Joviet noint of wiew, At the university I had
gbout 10 hours of lectures on politieal and related sub=
jects cut of & total of 36 to 40 hours a week. <hru ihe
years, I had to attend 4 eemesters in llarxism, 4 somesters
in political econcnie matters, 6 semesters of lussian and
8 gemesters of defense, that 1s nilitary science. ue had
to set ready for these classes and we also had seuinaries,
with eximinations besides.

It was generally considered additional work, useless and
senseless,

I did take 4 senesters in natlonal defense traininz, but

after that I ot excused from it thru the kindnesc of a

P [P TR .
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There were two to three levels of proficieney one had to
reach. +heses were in different are grouns in which one
had to qualify. These thin;s meant physioca] proficiency

and accomplishnment.

To win youth for themselves and to educate : soeialisgt
youth. At the same time they tried to prohibl; v rious
other trends. Thelr aim war to completely coatrol the
direction o youth, educaticn and intereska.

it renerully failed. This was clear 40 me thru owmtact
with ycunz people thru many years., There is o trecendous
interest in the West, how people lived in the west, what
their ains on’ oals were, what they wanted,iow thys de-
veloped. Jhis wns true Tor all age groups, but yout « was
even uore interested since aetually they succeeded 1.
isoluting tlem from the West.

In tie secondary schools some noor peaganteg' and workevg!
children were kept in school for free. In their enrlier
years these kids felt n sense of gratitude, perhass in
contrast with those who were in school entirely .o their
own resources. tut this distinction disappearec by and byr,
Latevr, ot the university I met scveral of theor boyr and
we were w1l on the same basis, They and we all vere nati
the regimc. Iven durins the course of the pant & Years this
earlier feszling has chaned, as I know from W ¥ unger
brother. lie does noY think thot there is any loyullty
anon; these workers' and persants' descendant Liys

towards the re;zime, now.
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f course, in 1948 when DISZ and these or;maizations
were stoarted, it was grent fun for the funetionary whom the
re ‘ime pielced.fhese youn: boys "elected" to their offices
enjoyed certsin privileges. They had elose contact with
teachors and they could direet thelr classmates around,
skin eclasses and actually teachers often tried to {latter
the DISZ secretaries. The school "DISE" secretary, usually
an upverclass boy, sat in with the faculty, when the report
cards were made un and had actually & say 1la the grades.
This was abolished after & year or two. At the university
the DISZ secretary was an %Efét“dﬁﬂt. usually a graduate
and his wvas & fulltime job.
These abovc mentioned people enjoying a position of
preatlze, ebe., went along with the rejime.
Yes, poople were nore disaffected in the schools mors re-
cently, os my brother's experience has shown.
In the be ifgning it oceurred that the young funetlonaries
at tiues inforued on their clasomstes, but this too tended
to disappear with the years.
Betwecn 14 and 16 it is most effective. Young people are
not yuite ‘hildr.on ot this age and they try to absorb
ldeas; y@t they are not critical and if they have no
ideas to compare and to contrast with, ther perhaps they
believe the cormunist dognas.
Beetween 1948 and 1951 teachers save preferences openly
and graded folk colleglates easler. These were the
youngzsters who from poor family conditions and back-

crounds were assisted in their education Uty the state.
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Actually, in our secondary school, only the director and
one more teochoer acce ted the regime, that is, followed
the lines. *he teachury; 2 voungzish man, taught history

and ‘eorophy, but he couldn't spell "Kossuth". We thougsht
he was neurotic. Genernlly speaking, all lectures on po-
litieal aspzets wore monotonous and dull. Noonc had
interect in themy least of all the tcachers. On the other
hand, the lteacher was ver,  careful not to show partiality
arninst the {olk collesiates etc. or extreme familiarity
with tho piddleelass boys. Evepone woent thru the routine,
but encrally noone was afraid that the nolitieal indoetri-
nation would stick,

(41k) There wore some tensions between the follr collegiates and
others in the secondery school. I was onec accused of forme-
ing o elique in the class and was almost kicked out of
the school, on the urging of the DISZ sccretary. But our
teacher amcothened it over and I stayed, especinlly sinn;
severel children of simple parontage aleo belonged to0 our
groun. In the univeraliy we were much nore united in our
ideolr 7y than it was the ease in our secondary school.
fhia was in site of the seminaries, lectures and 10

hours of indoectriaationr we were e:iposed to.

(5) He was a chief engineer of tiie City of Sonron. e stayed
in his job until 1947, when he was "3=listed, He was un=-
empln: nd for some nonths and then taken back in his old
job, slnce they could not find £n ~dequute replacenent.
Ile han been there pinee. I'is boss iy nn dassistant briel=

layer, bulbt beins aware and alfraid of his own ignorance,
he lets my father do his job.
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He makes less monoy than comparable chief engineers would
nake ir#a;,r, 4 nlanning office. Other than that, it was
satiofactory.

Budanest Techanologsiezl University rraduate.

We had one and kept her t£ill 1945.5he helved ny rniother with
the chores. “*lsoy,we wore small then.

They took everything Lut the house we lived in. The followi-
ing vas the real estate they expropriated from us: s
sunrior house with 2 garden, a plot and a2 10-family aparte
ment house with some stores in it.

Average niddle class, perhaps better.

ive of us.

Ly sister sot narried. She wae the oldest.

#ll but oy sister.

It wan & disadvantage for I was not permitted to study
what I wanted at the university. It olso neant a minor
disadvantage in a job when job-huntin:, in receiving

scholiarshlins, in etiing vacation possibilities
Zntirely eleso relations.

with ny father.
iy Tather anoke German and he exnlained the Viennese
broadeasts to us, particularly cbout the inbernational

situation.

Tery good relations.

<uite close.
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rthere was not much difference in other fumilies.

I read and went to social affairs.

Conversat lon.

Very little when I was at the university.

I wanted %o work with photography, but I had no opportunity.
+hile in secondary school, one could not alweyas be on the
street after 8 p.m. For a while we had to get perniszion to
&0 1o tho novies or shows. But the poliey on this changed
from year to year. At the university we had little free
time for wve had nmany exons. Also, in secondary school we
had political meetings frequently, f{rom once a month ranging
to once & weck. +his varied also ycar to year. They lasted
e=3 hourn in she efternoon. In the university this was
reduced 1o uo morce thap omte = ronth and one did not Z0

nore then once every other month. Another attemnt was, to
make brighter ids tutor with dumber ones, either in -roups

-

or in pairs. Dut this, too, diseppeared in a few years.

WhBere both parents worked, probably relatiohs have loozened
since 1945. To this was added the attempt to keep the
children of working perents in school for the afte.noon.
Generclly, yes. In spome extreme cases the wife nay have
competed withk her husband in her job and income level.

In such n atiemnt, of courae, she would hove succeeded
best by foll win~ part: lires. But thiz was very rare.

When both worked, in some instrnces, women were riore ine
denen'lent necheps, and relied less on their husbands.

ielations loosened, perhaps, when bLoth parents worked.
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No, I don't tnink s0. There was leas change on land, since
all members of the family were used to work on the lund
togetiter.,

Ho eximples conme to ny mind.

Yesy; the nunber has increased.

welations arc uore informal.

‘his varies. Several clas.mates of ninc, at the university,
were married,

Perh. s the irlsz are now more independent.

I think there are fewer virgins to murry ioday. Generally
this is no lon-er a4 social jrollen.

It was prohibited, but indevendently there was much of 1t
in Budapest. Also, one could meet a girl easily and et
results without monetary considerations.

ln spite of prohibition they were less striet in the last
few years. Abortion alsc was permitted 1if it was justi-
fied Ly a doctor or also for econonic reasons in the last
year and & half.

The state cndorsed illeritimate children to some extent.

ilany riore work now, receiving full equality.

I thin: they sunk.

and
Juite frenuent in plantc /schools, wallets, coats, watches
Clenopenred out ametually stealing state property was not
considercd a theft 2% 211. Jone neople brought hime as
much as they could use ot home, Some brought nore and

gold the aifference.




(18)

(18a)
(18b)
(18e)
(184)
(18e)
(181)
(18g)
(18k)

(19) -

(190)

(20)
(20z)
20b)

(20c)

RO.218 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION "3" KN P« 26

Jailroinders, dussians, AVO border suards, s ecinlized in

omug ling. There was also much embezzlement, especially
g,

emony people ho werc pushed upstalrs by ~ porty into

posltions of leadership and responsibility.

I met hin shru the daughter of & neighbor in 1952,

A Student.

Yhs,

e talked, went to_ether to partlies and to shows.

Low and then.

No.

Yese.

lle maot have a friendly spirit and a sense of uaderstanding.

Yes, but Lt woul have amozed me if he had accepted such.

Jatherzn, but my paronts are riore so.

Reliplon wou atbacked in the school and voluntary relirious
ingtruction the way it was permitted neant, that noone
gtudied it. Also, 1t was a disadvanta e for one's father's

and one's oun future.

Yes.

Generally yes.

They nreferred to exuinguish it; but they were unzble to
do s0. Instead they aimed to insulate it and ¢ Illutraet
&5 many people from the church as they could. Beins a
church goer or especinlily & FPresbyter, necnt disadvantages.

There were none in Sonron, but churches in dudapest had them,+

-
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Put tlhizae were not bloody communists either. They served
on pcees counclils and such.

Tor o pcriod people wers being watched.

One: or twice o nonth.

This wes determined by the type of position one had. If
one felt threatened, one went less. llore wvne4§nd nore
older poaople went. The majority went out of convietion.
Sonewhat less importaznt for youth. Youn: neople wcre not
interested in many things, and the churchwas one of theso.
It hnd sone role, for reliziousness is basically o pnosed
to coroounbm,.

This wagz nmade very dilfficult.

Bngincerings. There is the least o1 polities involved.
«+lap perhaps medicine,

L1
Watch what you say wherc.

The ni her pacty functionaries and the various Faetions

-

conrected with them, the blue AVO offlcers abe. The 2nd
level vas nade up of managers with good party conacetions,
also artists, repsrdless of party affiliations. These had
genercnlly high pay. Yhe basso lihaly Seekaly mrde 30,000 to
AQ,00.. ft. o month. Yhis was to bolster the arts proren
of the re ime. The third level was not very far from the
gsecowl, Awverage plant nmanarsers; the new intellizeatesia,

and ronacerirl elass, agnin with party affiliations, ..1soy
somu Gtachitnowites vho were pushed up in an unrecsonvivlae

way and pechaps the party's medium-size bosoes.
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The Tourth level was the employed intelligentsia, doetors,
engineers, and also the niners. *he fifth level was that

of the workers, nediun peasants and good kolﬁhnaea nenbers,
Herc olno belon: the snall, whitecollar workers. The sixth
level wiiz thot of poor pecsants, poor kolchoses nenbers
and hcloers in factories as well as the declasse element.

With he 900 ft. scholarship it puts me on the botiom row.

In the emnloyed intellijentsia level,

lany nore today thon bhere were before, for the cormunists

had divided the small, middle and big peasants end zindlar
divizgions exigt snongy workers, Helpers on the botton,
average income ernjoyed by skilled workers and & snall group
of Stoehanowites on the top, who were artifiecially favored
to incrense stonderds and norms.

Yhis new division candot rendin and it is obvious from a
minor toet which we olter notleed. In lan’ neasuring, while
out in ithe field, our 4 declazase helpers were proeeted very
politely by nas.uing-br workers. They felt the diflerence

in ticir Laec yrround and position, regardless what they

were Jloinz nowa

I disnii_od the new etratification.

The rcol divisiohs are only between party funeticnaries

and others.

Thers 1o rnore equality.

Yes, but the newly risen management col.us lack baaoic
politcness :nd knowledge, v'hile the other classes keps
their old relationships enjoyed before between each

other.
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Tnat is, the workers to workers, and the intelleectuals to

intellestuala.

None.

Hone. Perhinps the workers and veagants had some advantages.

They hud no partieuler disadvantages, but nany who vere
in the trades were hurt.

Different, for many had good jobs thru the party.
Rakogl, Gerd, iteval, Farkas and many others were all
Jaritie Tgern were also nany on the lower echelons. In
SﬂprontFeprufenﬂor of Viarxiom was a Jew and one found
them in nany good joba.

No.

This arofezssor and 2 Jews oa the city couneil, torethex
with the other eity eouncil members, werc jailed.

Tiie rest I them were nsutral.

Any hatred of Jews denended on whether they were in yower,
Other: in power were hated sgimilariy.

1t 18 the szare as it was befors the war.

They would nobt be in a bad nosition. They were inaetive
in the revolt, bul they werce expectant and they ould

wain with a change, ior they could re-entoer the old

tradea thoy were foreced out of.




(1)
(1a)

(1e)
(2)

(2a)
(2b)
(2a)

(2e)

(2£)
(22)

(2hn)

(21)

(3)

(3a)

(3b)

(3e)

K0.218 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION "g» NN P-30

I was always interested.
iy interest wae less then in my fileld of work, engineering,
or in cultural thinpgs,

Welly, durling the revelt, with MEFESZ,

There was no change ir my attisude,

The small holders.

Yo

1 wac alweys againat ii. Aliho, after '48 I had a better
ingight inte thelr real naturs.

L waw the conditions i1 the Soviet Union, read their 1i-
terature and disliked 1%.

The second.

Old comrunlsts; the cnss who wers communists before '45,
did not share my views.

The AVO tept the pecple in check,

Yhis erented a luack of confidence in others and genergl

fear.

Hy personal grievance, main grievancy, was that frequently
people dlreetod me or superviced re tho were uneducat ad,
atupld and had commarable npinions.

4, 9, and 8.

1y which they did not succeed in. 14, they took the taxes
out of our salarles before we received tvem. And 11,

dg Ep and &,
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Gy not so much for kolkhoz preagants. 3, this aguin not for
kolchose pessunts. And 7, for everyone.

9y the right to strike ete. 3 and 4.

The apartment problem was vividly in onek mind if one came
home .,

Thoge who trusted exch other.

the main vroblems were permanent fixtures of the system.

Drink was cbout the only thing to forget with.

the perty under Russian direetion. It followed the orders
as they were reeceived from lloscow.

Ta nrove their"demucratia'@ystem and their"denocrakic"
eentralism.

I% was probably prester now than it was before.

Yes.

The top positions werc held by communists, the lesser ones
by middle elass people who had no special blemish on their
records.

For the last 2 years only people with completed secondary
educatlon could bLecome oifficers, Hainly pessant and workex
youth went into the Army and it was a relatively easy vro-
Yession to follow.

The party hacks, but the responsibllity usually

regted with the assistant manager.

fes, if oile was not a momber one could not go to the uni-
versity. Other than that, only funetionaries had advantages,
Workers who did not continue to study, had rore chances to

avoid having to join, but often the DISZ gseeretary pressed
the youth of a whole plant into the orgunization,
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Yesa.
Tagt year, in the zymnasium, when the whole class was
entered. In the last 2 years at the university we picked

a harmless nan for secretary and he left us alone.

Liany joined to ke:p their joba or to advanece.

Lo pay dues and attend meetings.

In '51 and '52 nany were forced to join. Jome people were
excluded,

Sone beecame loudmouths.

Only those who were once convinced could now be disillusioned.
An opportunist could not be disillusioned and the idealistiec
cnes s&w the realities.

One could attain a fine position if one was in demand pro-
fessionallye.

HNo.

1 don't know. I never found out.

MHreectbtly, Rakosi.

Opportunists werc about 407 Say, 57 werc forced to join
in order to leep their positions. Therse were perhaps 2.
National Communists and 1% or so, pveople who were either

too stupid or too blind.

The top DISZ seeretaries In Budapeat were pro-iakeosi until
the revolt, like Janos Gosztonyi. In the local DISZ'es

there was only an iasigrifieant number of real DISZ menbers.
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Here again there were many opportunists and many or most
just joined by pressure.

the
One felt/lack of freedom and individual isclation.
T+ was the armed control agency of the Party to keep people
under control and to sliminale undesirable people.
They had these in plants. In the Llumberyard where 1 worked
once there was & young man, uneducated and vulgar and he
was certainly a spy. In the city of Sopron we knew of a man
vwho tried his hand at everything, all the trades and all the
tricks, alsc the AVO. Another ore in Sopron was an ex-—officer
who lived very well without any incomes for he had no job.
He visited all bars, restaurants and spied on people. You
ecannot hide yourself successfully in a snall town. Some
people were also foreed into spying.
Reliable varty ner were often willing: to join. The orzaniza-
tion was entirely volunteer and the neople were fully reliable.
liost joined for Lhe mone- they could make and Hlsd gome for
sadistic nleasurc, but actu~lly few of then were real
corvtunists.
They could stecl anything if they eame to senrch a house.
IThey also jot the best homea, bis ears and higbh pay. I
have never net one who coul’ have passed for a civilized,
educated, decent persen, cven tho they were frequently in
civilian clothes.
Unless one ag o traitor, an AVO man was safe.
The police was more hunan and it was subordinated to the AVO.

They were comnletely coordinatec.
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when I was a second-year student at the University, we had
during defense classes military maps distributed amonz us.
someone apparently seribbled on the edge of one some silly,
vul ar remarks with the inst uetor's profile. They went to
great iength to find the culprit and presumably even called
in vriting experts. The AVO called in 3 people from our
eclass and they were cleared. I was the fourth to be ealled
in. A short .iVO Lieuterant told me I did 1t. Ile freatened
to hit me ete. and}%nnoh me in the nose znd throw a chair
at me. le didn't do any of these thinss and after & counle
of hours I got up, looled at my watch and said: "I'1l have
to go now, for I have to pick up my bicycle from the repair
shop." lle azreed to this, but told me if I said a word of
our experiences I vould get to feel the AVO for sure. Iy
uncle, who was the fire-chief of the town, was once jailed
in '46., He was never judged by 2 court, frequently interro-
gated, and lept in jail Tor 18 months, Ile was let go in
1946, but he couldn't find & job til 1954, Then, Leing a
mining engineer, they let him work, since these were much
in demand.

Those who went thru the AVO treatmefit had erough and they
never tualked.

Kulaks very frequently. Alsc former politieal or other
leaders, that is pre-1945 leaders. They were systematically
arrested in the esarly H0's.

These had no inportance in Sopron. Dut in Budapest a relative
of mine couldn't zet a permit to wisit us in Sopron from

his block warden, for our town was in the border resion,
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(11£) I don't think one can.

(11g) Some prisoners worked, but all prisonsrs were taken from
sopron to fGyir or Szombathely where AVO hea quarters
were.

(11h) Volksdeutsche were deported out of the country and neople
whom they considered uareliable, they devorted from our
border region to the eentor of the country bo villages

there.

(13)  Keep cool - don't speak!

(13a) +# factory helper, perhaps, is ir the safest job if he doesn't
apeak,

influence,

(130) Yes, they are extremely useful and "protection", as it's
called, is riore imvortant than ever in Hungary. This is
a@ccoupanied by great degrees of corruntion.

(13d) Onee one is in trouble, this does not help.

(13e) It does help and it is penerally used for such urposes.

(13f) Yes, and to give an example of tho orposite: I once worked
with an ex—oflicer of junior grade, who as a young marn,
aiter the war, started working a 8 a truck driver. Sone-
time after 1950, it must have becn, he remarkedin company

that he once liilied 3 Russian soldiers during the ijar in

a house, somehow., within 3 weeks he was exescuted,

(14)  The prosrams were chanrced as the need appeared to impress
the masses or to intimidate them. I think the strongest
period of terror was from '50 = 53, IJuring Imre Nagy's first
re ime there was some decrease in the terror, but a strong

resdcetion Tfollowed.
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The entire state was controled from the Sovlet Union.
Lcononieally, a lot of exports were rnade to lussia with-
out payment. In top of it, the state and soeia2l form of
the, Soviet Union were closely imitated and steady prova-
ganda was used to praise and respect the Soviet achieve-
ments. They steadily harped on “oviet divelopmen: and on
Western decadence.

In an iron factory there was a boviet director until one
year ago when he was withdrawn to *ussia.

1t was strongest in the politie:l 1life. The least result

it had in soeialist education.

One spoke only of the rezime in the most intimate fanil: or
friends cirecle.

See above.

OUne couldn't eritize 2 party-motive movie as boring, not

in eerelessly chosen company.

Not much.

No.

If he has connections.

Very diffieult. The plants don't want to gzive up their
worLers. 4lsc, the man must find an apartrent in the new

to.m, which is very difficult.

Jear was the reatest source of strength. Their wezkness
was their economic weakness nnd the faet that they could

not gain the allegiancc of the masses.
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There was full pasgivity. If one went to meetings one showed
passivity and lack of interest.

Aside from the opvortunists all segzments of the posulation
Wwoere opposeil.

See above,

It did noi decrease.

It continued.

It was mainly personal. As far as organization ent I think
it was limited fo conversation among friends.

Thers was some passivity amons simnle party members.

‘*he writers who did not write or were no. published,
Rarely, for production was coupled to the salary,

The MEFE3Z existed in '46 - '"47. Tt was returned to power

“in 1956. <he PETURT ﬁircle waa the center of the intelli-

sentsia.
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Radio Vienna. Then, if we could get them, Radio london,
then VOA and in th2 end RFE. But HI'E was not very popular,

there were many un'rue news and false promises.

fes.

The Szabad Nep, for m- father had toc subscribe to it. I
regularly bougit Szinhaz es Hozi. I also bought Uiivelt Nep,
but rarely, £.d also rarely Irodalml Ujsag.

Because Szab:d lep was there, and the others I Tead for
the reviews :tc, The theater paper was interesting and
information:1.

These werc unimportant, wxecept for those vho wrote the
articles #1d put them up. Then they hang there for a year.
There we: Juseian magezines, but I didn't see them. Also,
there vere scue dnzlieh and French comaunist paneras,

vometinss.

Unece or twiece a month I would see Italian neo-realistic
films ¢nd French films, whichever they permitted to enter
Hungar- . Amcng the Hwagariané@ vould see historie movies
and a.uy and every opera [ilm ?hat came to Sopron.

This was mainly in '%5='5¢. “laﬁ the decision was made then
to vake ofaer than propagaada films in NMungary.

In iopron the"Rolliaz Opera’came and the theater presented
classie pieces, but rarely. I did not like the propaganda

plays-
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(4) I read Hungarian writers and foreign writers published
before 1945. I read Cronin's "Via 1iala” by John Knittel,
Haupassant, BDel Ami, and the Hungarian writers Jokzi,
Mikszath, Ady.:
anons the modern ones Arpad Toth and LBrine Szabo.

(4d) I got these from friends,

(4g) after '48 a big censorship and house-cleaning cleaned out

the libraries and one could not et the things one wanted.

(5) Yes. Opera and svorts.
(5b) Yes, & set that received short-wave broadcasts also.
(5e) If there was a zood program.

(5f) \'henever there was a good program and wherever I was.

(&) Lvenings.

(6d) Tondon was most objective. We could not get VOA well, tho
we preferred 1t to RFE.

(Ge) If someone was caught he was branded unrcliable politieally

ete,

(7) Prom £ riends.

{7a) News of the world and the Vest.

(7e) These were frequently unrcliable and untrue.

(7d)  Teny,

(7e) Anyplace.

(7g) Yes, we listened more to foreizn brogdcasts.

(7h) This depended on how safe one's place of work was, else one

linited one's conversation to friendly company.
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(10e)
(104)

(10e)

( 10£)
(10g)
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Sports news, theater and movie schedules, perhaps.
International news, we felt them to be unreliable,

No idea, they were always lying, but I think they were more
reliable after Auzust '56.

We compared them with the radio news from the ~aest,

All the seme, but some prpers were more blood-thirsty than
others.,

Yes, 1 got hold of it.

I lnew it well.

There was great interest to find out about the West. ‘Some
people loast all hope Tor a change and gave up, but the ma-

Jority was interested.

Hany people perished.

1 thought, inspite of the doumestie line, that it must have
been started by Hufth Loreans, on Hussian instigation.

Was there anything like that?

I knew of the arried Jast Grermany and we knew that their power
wag much sreator than West German armies.

1 saw them and got handbills tco. I saw miany on the ground and
not one of them exploded. But I also saw the news in the
movies and accevted with reservation the faet that a house
burned down froma balloon and children hurt.

Ve knew the truth from the West.

The 4 heads of States met there on disarmament and veace,

but there was no agreement.

Not much. There were many Hungzarian articles on imperialistie

agents ete,




(1)

(1b)
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S50 many things need chenging. Pirst of all, the party and

its power.A rmltiple party system, introduction of free
elections, free parliament and, of course, the abolition of
the AVO.

altho it ig difficult to gzet an education at the university
in Hungary, those who did get one, received certain support
and d4id not have any pressing economic needs to meast. There
were no high tuitions and the books were not too ex-
pensive. 0f course, school nolicies have to bc changed com-
nletely. 1 don't know of anything in the economle field that
doean’'t need changinz. Production, distribtuion, lopsided
export - import policies, unfair trade relations with tle
Soviet Union and othsr Satellites - all these need changing.
Oovinions are divided on this, but the distribution of huge
estates is generally approved, altho not necessarily the
right recipients recelved siares of theseestates. But actually
few people would be for their return to the church or to the
aristocraey. I can't even say that factories should be given
hack too. IL'm not sure if there rould be general agreement on
this. Uowever, if the large plants were returned to thelr
former owners, the workers would not like to have the poor
sceial conditions re-established which prevailed befeore 1945,
The communist volicy of alding cultural life should also be
continued, hui?inly for those who are uscful for the re;ime.

A1l artists and scientists should be aided.




(2)

(2a)

(2v)

(3)
(3e)

(3d)

(4)
(4a)
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I think fthey are necessary, for opinions are always divided,
aﬂ}east on nminor questions and a one-narty Byatem_coulﬂ never
ereate a healthy, politiecal situation.

If therno is tce be conplete freedom, there should be no
limits, either for joining or founding parties. Then it will
depend on the masses whether they will join or not, whether
they think this sensible or not.

No, there should be no limits. T think the communist party
should be permitted and I trust in the Hungarian masses that
it could not Tunetion very well, but under free elections it
would be a small, isolated party and it would not be dancerous

to permit its ovpcration.

Full eivil rights nust he ziven to all,

Limitations are not necessary, it is vart of the people's
opinion and free expression in a free gystem and q_ﬁlang as
the majority governed the minorities' criticism would not
be dangerous.

In as much as one's offers an opinion of an anti-constitu-
tional nature, it ie permissible, but on a bigzer scale to
crganize a putsch, to destroy & free politieal system, this

should not he toler-ted.

0f course.

These are artificial questions, that's why it's a problem.
We in Hunzary had not had this experience of a free gov't,
To some extent, in as much as open ovposition or serious
courteraction is urged against the state system, 1t must be

stopred. In & free society only majority gov't can be.




(4b)

(5)

(6)

(6a)
(6b)

(6e)
(6d)

(6e)
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By the way, what's your opinion, how is this in the US?
Under some conditions 1i e if a gov't elected fails to follow
the line for which it was elected and completely changes its
policles. If now there were no means to remove such a gov't
in a2 legal way, then a revelt may be permissible. BLut this,

of course, would mean that the gov't had already changed the

governnental system.
See guestion (1), above, g

0f the highest levels among the bigszest industries and

plants like Csepel, Tatahaﬁya, and such trusts, gov't control
Beems quite purposeful.

Others should be put baek into private hands.

It is more useful =nd simple, perhaps, in & new system, to
keep these in state hands, but then, chance should be given
to form new, private corporations.

1 approve of private profit.

Those should be kept. The larzest, like the Wational Bank,
should be state-controlled, but they should permit the
establishment of private banks as well,

Now all businesses are states monopolies. Their future dig-
position would depend on whather all plants will be returned
to private ownership or not. If all stay in state hands, then
the state would not need the added income of the morvolies.
Dut if some »lants are returned, the state may need their
income and keep the monopolies for income purvoses. I would
like to say that I feel the astate should perhaps keep the

bigger plints in state hands, because under a changed system



(6f) I can't think of any. In an ideal state the right people
would be on the right aspot.

(6g) All retail trade should be nrivate.

£7) It is healthier to have private initiative.

(8) The one now in usc is absurd and impossible, but under a
changed system it will be necessary to have unified planning
in order to reprieve the country faster from its economie
plirht.

{8a) Not a five-year plan, but there should be some state di-
rections.

(8d) Consumption,

(9) Religious and cultural life.

(10) Yes, for a free country nceds protection.

(10a,b,c) ~ Yes.

(104) Yes, if parlioment brings them in a free country, then they
represent the people's will, after allt?ghata's life must
be regulated.

(10e) Of course, they are mutuzl cblijzations.
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a unified economiec policy, controlled by the state, would
be more able to improve the poor economic conditions out
of whieh the nation woul: have to be lifted and it would
be easier to correct past mistakes. 0f eourse, the fullest

freedom should be ziven to new private enterprises.




(11)

(11a)

(11b)

(11e)

(114d)

(11e)

(12)

(12a)

{izb}
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It did not ixprove. There are still villages without a

doctor and small farmers, who did not enter the kolkhozes,
have no rirhts for insurance.

I don't think so. Some plants have nmedical services, but even
before the war they had these. No segnments had inprovements '
in their medical facilities available to them.

See question (11).

The difference is perceptible. Very few doctors live from their
private practices alone. Many have both SEK and private
practices and many of these were less consclentious on
offieial time than in thelr private practices.

the largest part of the country was in the STK, except the
small peasants or the declasse unemployed. All others were in
it. Aetually many doctors were conscientious, others not so. .
The dentist was a frequent problem. He ruined my teesth in J
the STK, did & poor Jjob and I lost & teooth. Private doctors
arc much rore conscientious. it thg STK they frequently pull
teeth instcad of treating then.

Yhere were more opportunities, bht there were very few new
movie houses bLuilt and even fewer theaters. 1 don't think
there are nore ﬁnvie houses now then there were before. 1
don't well remember the pro=1044% situation, but the decrease
in other types of amusement made the movies more frequented.
There was no change for me, Before, I was niuch younger and
they did not let me go wmore often.

Helatively many frequented ‘the movies for they were cheap

and since other types of amuscnient were very limited, this

is where people went.




(13)
(13a)

(13b)

(13e)

(14)

(14=a)
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The theaters had planned subscriptions and there was a
versatile theater lately, where they showed pood classie

plays. All foreign movies enjoyed tremendous popularity.

No, worse beecsuse there are nmany temporary shortages now.

In '46 there viere many shortages due to the war. Now, nuch
is exported while at the same time they refuse to inport
necessities. ihey even export lunsarian flour and frequently
re=import French flour for bread, which is much poorer in
quality. I know this from werkers from the bread plant in
Sopron. Buk regardless of the situation in 1946, the situa-
tion was not better in 1956.

The terror was greatest in '50 and I think the food situation
Wwas even Worse, but there is not much difference.

Yes. One heard during the revolt that earlier, party big
wigs zot things which other people could neither buy nor
afford. In some places packages sent from the West were

aiven away at nominal costs.

No inprovement. “lothes were extremely expensive. In the West
alnost all buy readymade clothes, but in Hungary the ready
made clothes are of very poor quality or the wrong size.

Even so, & medium quality readymade sult cosis a workesh
monthly salary. The cheapest is about 750 to 800 ft.

worse nov, for prices rose since., .iny rise in wages was sur-
passed by rises in prices. iy father's salary was upped by

80 ft., but the price of shoes rose f;Gm 250 to 380 ft. Prices

cenerally rose greatly ever sinece 1950.



(15)

(15¢e)

(16)

{(16h)
{(16¢c)
(164)
(16e)

(17)

{17a)

(17b)
(17¢)
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The papers always wrote of increases and of course, many
plants did not work in '45. On the whole I don't think that
prnductivitﬂpas inereased, only the quantity of roods, as

the norms increassed and the quality suf.ered.

vhatever the increase, it was of no advantage, for it brought
no pereeptible results in the economic situztion of the popu-

lation.

The freade unions must ve given the opportunity to funetion

gnd thru these a voice shall be given concerning the workers'
social conditions in the plants.

Entirely.

Jot compulsory at all.

Tothe pcople competent in their fields.

In as nuch as they remain stale owned, they should be subject
to state control. .. private plant should have no responsibility

to anyone,

the present version of them is imnossible. Yf ecourse, in a
free systen, il small peasants wanted, they could organize for
distrinution or produection.

Vot rany were Tormed oul of their free will. lost were
pressured and forced in. In a free syastem, small peszsants

nay prefer cooperatives Lo permit them the efficient use of
mnechanized equipment.

They should be distributed.

On the basio of ¢ voluntary system peasunts should receive
back the land and equipment they took into the kolkhozes and

if 2ny preferred to stay torether, let them.




(17£)

(17n)
(174)

-(171)
(17m)

(17q)

(18)

(18a)
(18b)
(18e)
(184)

(18e)
(18f)
(18g)
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Tho I don't believe there are such.

In a democraey those who can and want to, should have the
opportunily to buy as much land as they want to. Dven tho
this may contradlet the fact that old holdings should not

be returncd.

0f course,

Yes. « line should bz drawn and sbove it land should be di-
vided. Up to 1000 = 2000 acres it should be returned.
Yes. Thru banks they 3h53£§€E;% long term loans.

Yor those gnmall farmeis wiﬁhf& ~ 12 or so acres it would not
be disadvantagous if the;ﬁtaﬁ;nns existed., Actually they
should be disbanded and who sver wants the machinery, they
should buy them cheap. Small peasants could either buy sinily
or jointly.

Yes.

Complete separation.

Yes.

H#o diflerence.

No. tfor this ereates a relationship.

Also, and I didn't want to say this, ovportunity should be
siven to 2o or not to o without prejudiee on the nerson.

No.

The “tate schools.

ihe old church lands should bhe distributed amon~r agricultural
workers and the smallest farners. The buildin:s neceded for re-
lisious purposes should be returned., ‘he schools should remain

in the State's coatrol.



(19)

(19%)

(19¢e)

(19e)

(19%)

(19g)
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Those who were forced to join and had no najor role or an anti-
ropular record, should not be rrosecuted. But those who
comuitted crimes in the eyes of a free system should be judged
by proper courts.

They should be hung or sonething of the sort. People would
finish them off vefore there were a chance for court judgement.
tut if they are still alive, they should be condemmed by the
courts. lerhaps, instead of des=th, they shié#uld be sent for

& lifetime prison labor. This would be the biggest punishment
for those.

In as much as they are cuilty of deeds which were detri ental
tc others, they should be judsed accordingly.

I was & member a;d nothing should happen to simsle members.

But if a DISZ comnittee harmed people, if they gzot one expelled
from school or jailed, they too should be prosecuted.

Those not Iinished off b» the people should zlso be condemned
to death or prison labor, all of them! ror ncone was foreced to
join.

Those politically ruilty should be Judged, ‘lothinz should
happen to the others, certainly not to a traffic ecop.

Inasmuch as opvosition was sincere and they did not turn around
acain, no judigement sheuld be passed on therm. Except in nmore
gerious instances where death or sreat harm was caused by them.
I think prison labor would be a betber solution +for all these,
for a great nany people would be involved and they shouldn't
all be condemned to death. They shoul:l be used and hey also

should learn to work, for once.




(20)

(21)
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The Hungsarians stopped the !'ongol invasions and the Turkish

invasion.

Yeg.

(21a,b,¢) Yas.

(214)
(21e)
(21F)

(22)
(22a)

(22¢)
(2:4d)
(22e1)
(22e2)
(22f)
(22g)
(22h)
(22i)

pasically it did not.
Yes, there are,
Yes, they existed. But these are not basic differences, only

differences in habits, etc.

In 1945-46,

There wecre nol zany differerces between the pre- and post-
llonarchy periocds, politieally.

Yes, til '45,

dot right.

A little taw leftist.

do aftereffects.

substantial.

Better than the communist regine, but not good nor perfect.
Jo, did not. The country was played cut to Hitler.

There were many changes in contrast with the preceding
period and also nany differences in relation with the succeed-

ing period.

Inasrmch as other countrie.: also have strong political
opinions and borders, Hungary must hold these too.
Yes. Transsylvania, Blovakia and those areas which belonged

to Hungary before WWl. Hunrary has just claim for these.




(234)

(23g)

(24)

(24s)

(24b)

(244d)

(24e)

(25)
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Yes, some. They have different hebits and views, but no basiec
differences exist. -
Lunjgarians are iﬁh Tine and serious Iriendship with :fwustrians.
The .ustrians are well liked. The Czechs and Rumanians are

less lited. Uenerally, Slavs and llunzarians are not very

iriendly.

Territorially those areas where the majority is Hungarian,
ghould be returned. Of course it is nore difficult to

return lends Justly to llungary where the majority

is not Hunzarian #nd it is difficult to have suchelaims
acccpted by others. |

Useful. If a united Lurope was forned this would be bene-
ficial. A rejional orgenization would not be =0 useful,

for our neigh.ors are also agricultur:l and it's betier for
Hungery to join with nations which are heavily iudustrialized.
This depends on the de;ree of union. If 211 borders are
cbolighed, each count.- should be represente. in a conmon

gov 't

It is difficult to imagine a federztion with both countries-
in ity but if the system changed in Russia, £H£51wﬂuld be
possible.

No pood.

The aversaze run—-of-the-mill lussian person, not a leader, is
a bit i norant. lle did not live in any other than & communist

gyaten and he has few necds.
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(25¢)

(25d)

(25e)

(25g+h)

(26)
(26a)

(26b)
(26¢)
(264d)
(26e)

(261)
(26g)
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Of the Buropean stock ofRussiangmany disngreed uith thé‘{
soviet systen, but the isians are bacsbarians and they don;t
know the differsnce betwesn politicai systems.

I would think in the Luropean part of .tussia there is among
Russia's thinkins people no more than 30-357% comrunists.

In 1945 my father knew a Russian officer who was a loctor
and lived in our house. In his oninion the lHussian system
was not good. ile thought that many Russians disliked it.
They were feared and pecople had no sympathies for them. They
were horrified.

People had a uniformly bad Gpiﬂfbn of them.

I read nuch in it, but I did nol find healthy ideas.

I approved of miner things. The reduction of the working
day, from 12 hours, ior instance. Inasmuch as gsuch horrible
traditions existed, this was sn impossible situation that
necded rcmedy.

I disgpprove of the econonmic theories.

O,

Not even as ruch of a liarxist as Lenin.

I did not see clearly. lle was greatly slandered and even
after this change one did not et a clear picture one did
of the domeatic and economi e life in Yugooslaviz. He 1is
probably closer to liarxism than either Lenin, 5talin or the
Hun: :arian comrunists.

They sre not llarxists.

They stood close to linrxism. In some degree they are to the

right of larx.
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If one trusts the ideas of f{reedom and independence and
demands full civil liberty.
Hungary rot closest to it baﬁwean 1945-46, nerhaps the

mid:ile ol "47.

If there is cormmnisr in a country, but that country con-
siders its oun interests as predominont, not as in lunzary
where under the ;;uise of International Communism the
Lungarian life and cconomy is subjected to the needs of the
Soviet Union. It also neans to some extent independence
Ifrom the USsA.

There werc.,

Those who were rchablilitated in the party, just before the
revolt. These poople very nuch applauded Jonulka's policy.
lle is a Marxist Comrunist.

There is opposition boetween the two, for the communist

ides iz for Internationizlisn.

He would have kept his promises and established full free-
Gom, independence and re-established civil riphts. Had
fusslan troops been withdraym, the masses would have forced
him to carry out this program, even if he hesitatezd.
ﬁotifnr long. ile wanted to form a socialist workers party

instead of the communist party. He would not have had nmueh

SucceBs.

At home this 18 a bad quzlity. I don't know another.
Soelalization &s done in the West has put the workers in an

gdvantageous pesitien. If this is considered Soeialism, I
approve of it.




(29b)
(2%ec)

(294)
(2%e)
(29£)
(292)

(29h)
(291)

(293)
(29Kk)
(291)
(29m)
(29n)

(30)

(30a)

No.218 "AY INTERVIEW SLCTION "1Y N pP-54

Hot good.

Kot good: in a free society it is unneecessary, for no
preat differences exist.

ot necessary with free parties.

Hot pood.

In ites 18th-19th century versions it is not good.

I1f there is no ecless war, there are no class differences.
And a middle elass would not be. The people of it, tho,
would be needed, but they would not necessarily be parts
of a middle class.

ot bad at all.

A folk writer whe, at one time submitted to the Payty too
much, but later retired.

Better than Stalinisn or Leninism.

lluch more democratie than the present Czech gov't.
'eudalism.

Good social demoerat.

A preat person.

If the parties of 1946 would run, the snall holders or a
siddle elass party would win. Unless a strong Christian
Jemoeratic Party is founded, without being lead by the
church.

Inre Hazy was trusted comparatively until a more adequate
lecder would have heen found. But until the next free
cleetions Imre Nagy would have been a very appropriate

person to lead the gov't,




(31a)
(31b)
(31¢)
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Less, excepting some of the Stachanowites, who were hand-
plcked and then unduely favored.

Less. But some excentions have to be made for those kol-
Khozes which were well run.

Less,

Less, due to the hizh taxes.

Less. Yome did well who thfu thelr party connections got
cood jobs as plant directors or such.

Those menbers who get rood jobs thru party connections,
sot more, much rore. The little menbers gsot either less
or as nmuch as they deserved.

The LASZEE got less,

dJame 25 h.

lawyers did poorly. Dagtora who had Loth p-ivate and

public »nractieces earned enough.

4islde from those who benefitted from their party connections,
generally &11 had it better before, espeeially in the small
trades,

Uf course I disapprove.

In a free systenm all these interests are conpatible, but not
under the present regime.

Is in oppodtion.

Is in opposition. One rezson is tﬁat the peasant cannot get
a good price for his produce, il the prices are high.

These are in coniliet at present.

The peasants ained when the priests lest their land. DBut

the peasant was in the end worse off in the Kolkhoze.
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There were, I think, opposite interests.

LThere were also opposite intorests.
I'lﬂneﬁ

The AVOs Blue and hisher Party figures.

The rest against them.

there was no change in my views,

WN
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i3 Yes, I'm interested in how the economic life in the US is

orgunized on & private enterprise busis. How can a

systemetic production and consumption be aZssured?

(1a) It is _ood to have cueh #n undertaking, to have a good and
unified picture presented to the West on the situation in
the people’s democracy.

(1b) 1 think, much, for versonal views and experiences will
help in ecreating & wvhole picture.

(1e) I don't know.

(1a) I think so.

(1e) I don't know. Perhaps that this is less important, sports
life, the system of so-called amateurs is upsetting.

(2a) In & free 2nd ‘emocratic state, yes.

COMIZENT OF IATERVIEWER: I have overcome the great temptation to

brand respondent simply teo flattery-conseclous. Auther, I was con-
fronted with a younz men of strong conservative convictions. His
mental processes and his slow funetioning , systematie, engineering

mind reminds one of & well-known pattern. The explanation must lie

in the fact that the family from which this young ::an cmme, had no
need to conpromise with cither their standards or their self-respect
over the past decade and a half. Under the present coaditions I would
think this to be somewhat unususl snd extraordinary, but in this case

true.




