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The most imﬁoriant'is the fact that nobody wanted
Com:unism. Any fﬂfm of Gummﬁﬁiam is rejected by the
Hungerian neople., The dentruction of Communiem was the
nein goel of our Rewolution.

Thae Revolution wes precaded by 2 sniritual Revelution
whigh wes the ﬁﬁrk of the wveiters' union. The ermed
Revolution broke out onh the 23rd of October in the
evening as a consequence %o the GeYt speech.

The death uf Stalin followed by the third Party con;ress,
the Berlin revalt on June 17, 1953 nnfl finﬂlly the
Joznen rﬁvolt. The rehebilitetion and exhumation of
the body of Rajk was elso 1m=crtﬂht. becanse of the
silent demqnstratiﬁn connected ﬁith it. Iﬁ Fheae de-
nonstratiohs about 3000 university students partici-
nated. The demonotrstion wes not because of ?he person
of Rejk, but areinat the regima. The Hungariéns have
mede use of every dnportunity to demonstrate eceinst
the refine. Such wes, for instanee, when ilungery hes
lost the world chamnionship in football or when a
Rlussien téem of athletes ecame to Budepast etc.

The death of Stelin.

mhe foundetion and work of the writers' unian}the
Yetsfi CGirecle, the freer atmosphere, sarprising artic-
les in the newsmnaners. This bécame very pronounced at
the end of #uxtn Ausust or the beginning of September.

"he writers hadl storted the whole thing, exsctly those
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expoked writers of whpm everybody thowzht thet they were
the experts of the aygﬁum like Dery, Gyule Hay, Zoltan
Zelk, Temas Atgel, Tihbr sieray, Cyule Illyas.
Yes, the Irodelmi Ujaag, ilivelt J.en, Hetfil Miwlap. The
firet numbér of thu Het £64 IM1rlaen wes such a seasntion
that the pﬁgpla,.mve,t_bm,-amh other to piecce in oxder
to get one and the heppy owners hed literally to climb
on the lamp posts in order to'kecy thelr exemplar. This
showg the best hﬁh tar?ihly were the eople longing
efter & change. ﬁlaa Szmabad Nep hes contelned maﬂy sur-
nrising articles.
An srticle in the lilivelt YNep, written by a county Party
sedretery who had aémitted openly thet they, The Com-
wunists, are torturing the whole nopuletion. Then there
were other artieles in iliivelt Nep, which have demanded
more contact with the Weetern culture. One erticle in
Szebad liep, written by a mo=called worker who has con-
pleained becaude of the removal of Relkosi. This comnlaint
was snswered by Tibor Herey who took this oceasion to

put Rekosi's crimes mercilescly in the sootlight.

In the cese of the workers sthe norm & ctem, the nasha-
like behavior of the kader pedple (in Hungerian: a
kdder erbere’t besgskodasn), the inoredibly bed salery
and z;in the eese 9T the peaannts,the syoten df forced
deliveries and their foreing into the kol hozes ggainesd

their will.
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The working class was united in spite of the énﬂtrul
Eyateﬁ. The AVII ﬁas hated by everybody. Pert of the
AVH behaved confiised aﬁﬂ more or less accepted the
Revolution.
The destruction of ﬁpmmunihm, free democretic elections,
with one word,e conplete democracy.
The kader people. In my working place, when the students
arrived with their démda, these have been the ones
who tried to quiet them down #nd promised that they
would mccept everyfhing)exdapt the condition, that the
Russians should leave IHungary. Needless to say that

the most
this was important.
At the beginning emong the workers the technicizns
+nd the foremen remained neutral because those had
been sfraid of 1néing their positions. The same thing
heppened in the military with the officers.
"Rusgkik Haze", "F8ldet, gyerat visssze nem adunk",
" pesel. & vagonok, gyerink haza deveJok". In Inzlish,
Ruski go home, 72  don't give back the land mnd the
factories{ "he hox cers are enptyslet's o home Russicns!
There were many other slageans, the people sf leat have
invented steadily new ones.
Comnletely. At the beginming nobody knew what will
hap ‘en, but in one or two days the masseb had turned
entirely ageinst the Russians and ageinst Communism.
I myself, have talled much gbout this with many workers.

A part of the Communists had been lukewerm £mmmE OhsOr-
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tunietd. See for instence Attila Szigethy. He wes a
prominent Communist who became the president of the
netionel Revolutisnary Couneil of Gybr. He is the
example Of a man who Changes sides when the winds blow
differently. There Were other Communists who could be
called ﬁatinnal Communists. These were usually & eimp-
ler stratum Gf tﬁé nﬂﬁﬂtry Party secretaries who heve
not been so shrewd and heve been enthuesiastic only for
the 1féems of Communism, hated Russian Bolshevism end
saw that it cannot go oh like this. lany of them had
been arrocted and in jail in comnection with the Rejk
affeir.

I was working in the needle faotory of Sonron. In Sop-
ron alrecdy on the EEng of October the students of the
university of Foreéstry and ilining have come to our fac-
tory with 12 points of demands. The directorat of the
fuctory has objected to the point which demanded &
leave of the Russiene from the country end also sgainst
the point which championed the domestie use of the
Hungarian urenium. Oh the é5th in each work-shop the
workers' councils were formed in which former Communist
Party members could not take part. Finally on the 28th
the whole old leadership and directorat wes thrown out
of the factory. On the 25th I left Sopron for Gybr.
That day was there the Revnlutionarg Counecil end the

nationel council of Transdanubia formed, headed by




Attils Szigethy. In Bydr, I wes witness of the sicpe
of the AVII headquarters. I wew with my ovn eyed the
torture chambers in the building. In Gydr there wes &
ﬁreﬁt denonstration alresdy on the 24th. Inring this,
a young £irl tried to remove the star from the Hussian
monunent #nd wes shot derd by an AVO oficer. From
Gydr meny people have left on trucks irn order to nelv
other communities. They went to lepyarovar and to
tetebanye end £180 $0 10NMETON. Sut everywhere the loerl
nonuletion hed elready fipdinhed off the AVI. before the
trieks from Gylir arrived. 5 brucis had started out
frgw =lso towsrds DBudspest, bul these Were gnninileted
by the Hussians. The Russi&ns hed tenlzs snd heavy
sreor while the men from Gytr hed only gmgll hend crme.
Things went on without pdanning vrithout orcenizstion.
On the 27th I went with a truck carrylng food to Buda-
nest sveiding the main road, teling instenad dirt

roads Lhroush the fields. We reached the outskirts of
the city, but ecould not go in so we unlonded right
there. Prom there we went back to Sonron where in the
werntime the national gusrd wes formed. The city s
putrolled by units consisting of ane vorker, one s0lw
dier, and one student. rhe suntrisn border woao onEN,
Immenge cuantity of medieine wes brou-ht in fron
shrord end transtorbted kmzdppram through Sonron to
Budepest. On November 4th, thr we heve sealed off the

rosds lerdin; to SDopron by c2noOns, but through the
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treschery of the officers and beczuse of szbotage the
canons beecsne useless when the Soviets' tenks arrived.
ungcrewed (striker)
(They hrve mmayzxei the ilitdszeg in the canons, thus uake
their firinz i:vwossible) vhen we, the civilian revolu-
tionaries who had only small srms and w ere teking
cover belind the cenons-had seen that we had beén be-
trayed and were facing totel ennihilation, had Tled
brick to the city in panic. The officers begen nego-
tistions Tith the Jussi=ns end finally they entered the
¢ity on the top of Russian tanks smiling and waving to
the -opuletion. Right swey they reatored the old order.
The national fla;s have bheen destroyed, on the ruins of
the Russien monument they put & wreath and they atarted
to orgenize imnediately the new border police out of
Perty functionaries, because the reguler military have
dispersed =nd those who have stayed bchind heve led
peanle leave through the Austrian border. In Sopron
there wes no blgody revolution. Those &€ or 10 blue
zx AVQ peopnle heve fled end hid out in unknown nlaces.
There wes & graat AVO center in Gyir &nd also in

Szombothely, but not in Sopronl

(4a) Yes, in CyHr end on the road to Dudepest,
(4b) Almost the entire bvorder smuerd znd the entire army.
(4e) In Gyir I sew AVO officers who were literally kicked

to nieces. It was revolting but, in snite of this, under
the influence of the mood of the masses, I myself have

watched it with the most gratifying feeling although
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I fm not & sadist. The peasants from the surrounding
villsrges huve come up to the city too in order to re-

ven-e themselves on the &VIl who have tortured then so

nuch.
.6a) I belonged to the netiosnal u:rd.
(6b) The workers' council of Sopron huas orgeniszed it. Its

units were coviosed from one worler, one soldiew, &nd
one =student.

(6e) It wes under the imediste direetion of the workers'
council. Former Ysrty nmember could not join it.

\6d) The nembere of the workers' counecil heve all came abroad
alrecdy on NoWember 4th. !leny left flungery also from
the netionzl gusrd.

had

{GCe) +& ¥mk machine runs, gjuns form 48, subnachine [uns &nd
hand grenades. . e got them from the nmilitary ind from
the police.

(6f) “here virs & ysre+t discipline,

(6g) The leaders were usually active soldiers or men who
have been soldiers before. The national guard wes di-
vided into comnanies. It weo under comnand of the re-
volutionary couneil. On October 25th, the sane day
£8 in Gydr, the Revolutiosnary Counecil of Sonron was
formed. It belanged tﬂﬁhfﬁﬂtiﬂhal council of Trensda-
nubia which hand its hecdquerters in Gydr. fnong its
lenders there wes & orker, & professor, ané sn officer.

Pron erch factory, cach school, end ermy uaiked: units
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a renrusentative was sent to the council.

In the factories an experienccd old skilled worker. At
the nationzl guerd & career officer or o former sol-
dier, :t the University of Souwron & forner desn who
wes a sirmle miner before he stirfed to ctudyg rnd be-
cene B nining cngineer.

Sunerior orfers ceme from Gyir, but local orders weore

~iven by the Revolutionery Counecil of Sopron.

The Yorvin-I 5z sroup of Dudepest cnd the delenders of
the flien barrecks under the lepderstin of Pal ‘rnleter.
Jeeruse these were the Tirmest snd moot energetic people,
"llem gatyaztek az AVO-soklal".
Only in emall detril questions. For instence, sone
wented to finish off the AVO right eway, others would
consider
¥¥¥xI this as snarchy.
They were united.

has
I was eye-witness when in Gyir the moblsurrounded a
Russian petruouille =nd suit on thenm. The officer hue
nervously rerched for his revolver, but the svldiers

heve suffered this lumilistion with down-bont hesds.

I knew shout events in Dudsnest throush the radio. In
Cyir end in So)ron I hed ny persondl exneriences.
I Leve resd meny nowopeners, but I could not tell the

titles of them becszuse they were so mony that time.
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(9b) I was telking with the students who were transporting
the medicine from abroad to Hudapu;t and then 1 have
anoken zlso with people in Budapest when I was there
with food.

(9¢) Yes, to the Szabad Smombathely, to the Miskolel Ssabed
£do, to the Dunapentelei and Rekocz! redio stationse, &lso
to the Szebad Xossuth Radlo in the last days of the Re-
volution. Phen I listened to the Radio Free Europe, to
EBC, #nd to the Voice of America.

(9a) The Hungerisn broadcmsts of the foreign redio stntions

because of the UN resolutions.

(10) They dissolved.

(102) The police has been dissolved to a great extent. In the
public administration the leaders were renlaced by new
men and thus the organizstions have changed for better.
The youth orgenization DISZ hes discolved right mayx
away as if it had never existed. The so-called pioneers,
1ittle children in the schools, have torn down their
h;::k neckties, tore to pieces their Russian lecture
books. It wes simply fantastie. It ecould be explained
only with the immense hatred which was in the emirie
entire populetion against the Russiens and against the
Communist regime. The Hungarien-Soviet Society hed dia-
anneared in a watter of hours. Its houses were seiged,
its furniture and inventar hes been destroyed.

(10b) It has been liquidsated.

(10h) The loenl councils ceased to ekist. The Revolutionary
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Council hss been Formed of comnletely new men.

The Revolutionary Counclils, and in the formetion was

the boy scouts organization, &£t least 13 dlffercnt
political parties had been formed like Christien Socielint
rverties, Social Demdcratic Party, Peesant Party, etc.

From frecly elected repregsentatives of the fadtories

end workshons.

A free democratic state on the Vestern pattern. The

neutrslity of Austria wes the exanple.

Yes.,

The Revolution was useful from the point of view that

it hes sheiken awveke the West towards the Soviet danger.
For exemple, NATO was reénforced, Vest Germany will be
recrmed. hesides this, the Hungerian Rewxa¥iwmiw Revolution
has damared the Communist Parties in the Veststhus
lessened the Communist denger for the Vest. It is a tre-

mendous zohievement that the fellow travaeller intellep-

tuals haeve turned spgainst the Soviets. Purthermore it
has shown an example alsa to the other satellite
nations although thils example has 2 different sides.
Yes, for sure if the Soviets would not have intervened.
Of rourse, through the United Fations moral and also
ermed help.

as
That could not be exvnlained otherwise, ¥¥¥K through the

encient Hungarisn virtues: (In lungerian:"az bsi magyer

viptus” ). On whom could one count hesides? The Poles?
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They are afreid from the Germans, &treid for thelr
Western territories. The Czechs? "hose sre a dirty

erowd (in Hung&rianf?isank ni&eid"), And besides they

are Pan Slavs. The Rumaniane? From them I don't
evean want to speak. who else remains then?

I have the best posaible opinion of hiw. Jie was a
Comrunist bul before his eyes were first of =11 the
dyngarian interests. Poor mani

lialeter, Bela Kirsly, Anna Kethly. !/indssenty hes not
hid politieal but he had the more norel role. The masses
were craszy about him., One of the greatest alagnné Was :
""indszentyt szabadon!" which means Freedom 70r iindszenty.
He wes not forzotten by the people during his long im-
prisonment. The bad thing wes that in the government

of Imre egy thereé were people who should not have be-
longed there as for instenge Istvan Dobi, Janoa

Kadar, traitors and scoundrels (in Hungerian: szenet

_nepség).

Youth, intellectusls, wdrkers, spldiers, peasants.

Yes,

U: the 8th of November.

The Soviet intervention and thus the feilure of the
Revolution. Bezaides, I did not see any vossibility
towards getting shead in Hungary.

ith my parents, with ny brother, and my friends.

No, I only wanted to come to the /fest end here to study.
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(12) Draftsman end toolmen.

(2) I was an unskilled worker in ar locksmith shon, then
en &ttendent £t the pgons station, then an unskilled
worker in a denot of nlastic materisl, then an unskil-
led worker in a state ferm, then anprentice of tech-

nicel drefting an! toolmaking.

(2¢) I was apprentice in the needle factory.

(2e) For 2 yérrs.

(2e) It wes ar establishment employing about 300 peovle.
(2f) ie menufeetuped neddles, pins, safety pins, petent

fﬁsteﬂbﬁe. and buckles, Our section in LE™) has manu-
factured combine nives-and-inives for exoort. It has
delivaied goods to Srezil. I think thet the factory red
mede good orofit beesise recently they rave bought

four machines from \estern Germény. This was done of
courie, &t lesat partly, a2t thé expense of our salary.
For instance, thcre were no premiums given that yesr,
althoush the director and his entoursge mx nizht hove

taxzn up those nremluns for themselves.

(2z) Sorroni Tiigyer.
(3) o
barons
(3b) Thn whole sete-up of the factory, the roiber WAEXFXIXX
and the boot-lickers jngide,.
(4%e) Il was somewhat better for nme because T %ﬁﬂ not . 4o
L]

wirk so much sirnce I wss an sp rentice. X was another

giof thing in such factories that the nosecibilities for
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sport were mmmyketeley comnletely without charge.
The Tsctory was quite an o0ld one. They were nlanning

' where
gome reatoration. Compdred to the workshop mxxx I an
working now here in Vestern Germany, the working condi-
tions at home were uncompsrably worse, especially on the
fields of the sociml services. The worst wes of course,
the norm system.
I had to welk ebout half an hour becruse I c¢ould not
afford a bioyele.
8 hours.
& days.
¥nkwex Naturally. The first 2 hours were »aid as EEgumir
regular hours, efter that with 50% reimse. At the last
week of the mohth was the grert rush, then you could not
avoid the overti:ie. There wos aften 12 hours and sone-
tiies even 16 hours workday then.
Yes, the 4th of Anril, 1st of llay, 20th of August and
7th of Noverber.
2 weeks.,
Yor those who had worked in unheulthy jobs somewhat
more. Also efter 4 years of work every yesr one day
more wes lven.
If one was lete ot work, one hed to nay fines., For 5 mi-
nuted 10 forints, but after 3 tires being late it could
meen firing by disecinlinary way. Firing by diseinlinery
way meant that the person would remain without work for .

6 months. At the best he could go in the mines and work




(3n)

(30)

(4a)

NO. 217 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION ¥ LI p. 15

!

;
there. To stay awsy fra& work for a cdey would be punish-
ed by & fine end the losing of one day off and by =&
notice. Second time it would meen also firing on discie
plinary way.
There #&s & man callaﬂ;thel"nnrmau" who hed a stopnner
weteh with which ﬂe wduld ﬁheﬂk.tht working time, Ile
would come to the work bench, would urge the worker for
a quicker job and thés he would establish that ee the
new ncrm. 1f the inedne of the fretory wes not satis-
fautrfy, or if there was & deficit them each month or
eve. twice 4 month there wes & new higher nornm declared
which mean' thet for the =mmmm seme selary we hed work
wore. o
There wias snéagfr::gizm. the so~-called 0TI later SOT
and up to 1952 there wes medicine without cherge. Later
we hed to pey 505 of its value., The worler on pzpme
reper could go for vacetion to the resort hotels, dbut
this in faet wes only for the top managenent and for
the goodi kaders. 50% of the vacation exnenses hed to
be paid by the person. Those who have been trede union
rembers would get a free trevél ticket for £ to and

irom the plsce of vacetion.

iy immediate co-workers were all right. They did not be-
lieve in the regime. They were sinnle workers and
skilled workers without eny higher schooling but they
were mentally healthy neonle. (Among the 500 workers

only 5 of us had metura exemination)
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(4b) iy relationship with my superiors wes extremely bed.
They elweys put hindrances in my way beceuse they sew
in ne a clase alien. But the other workers did rot like
the suveriors either.

{4c) “‘ore intimetely I have been in contact only with those
boys of my age who have had their mature too.

(44) "4tk workers of whom I could be secure I have t&llked
about politinal questions, but only secretely because
it wes dangérous Eane;Lﬂlly for me. If there wan nobody
gmyw from the leadership ih our vorkroom, there wae
lots of tzlk sbout the higher living standerds in the
¥x West emang the workers.

(2e) Meturally. The members of the Perty have rececived all
the zood paying jobs. “hat is ‘why so many Jjoined the
Prrty without any convietions. The workers heve kk nod
diserininated agsinst thoge of whom they Xnew that they
ere loreed br the circumstances to become & member, but
towsrds Lhe lecding sroup of the factory their feeling
was “nimieal.

(4f) As the government hes dictazted. The workers had no voice.

antomatically

The elections took place rukonakizslIxunkemakivyy e
elected #lwevs unzmimously.by shoWwing our hends,the can-
didstes put forwerd by the Party.

(4n) 1 did, beceuse once I was fired in disciplinary way. ily
job was given beck to me thanks to 2 workers in the me-
diation committee who took up my cese. Llse the whole

thing was only & comedy, it d4id not rerlly netter.
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Sure. The director, the hecd itgﬂikkeepar end@ the direc-
tor of the neraonnel office. The director of the per-
gonnel office was the "god almigﬁty", He has given ﬁrders
to the director, t0 the head bookkeeper etc. He wes only
a2 neasant. (bunko paraszt) He had friends in the ministry
of interior which meens witt the AVII. Desides, he had &n
affeir with fhe #ife of the director. The dlrector did
not dare to do anything zgainst him. On the other kufx
hond he kent the director on his post for 6 yeers, a
unique schievement without exemnle in the whole Truns-
donubis. The head bookkeever took care for the roney

for all three of them, so the shop triangle worked out
fine.

In my work plece, no. For instence, an excellent meche-
nical engineer who received his dinloua adbroad has been
supnressed in every reanect.

Evidently. Por exenple, the hormes who has been an ig-
norent lend lsborer heforejhas received 1500 forints
selery end in fact, he did not do a thiﬁg.

Yes, the director of the personnel 0ffice, the normas,
and the Perty secrctary. For instence, the Party secre-~
tary has foreced engineers, who had known much better
foreign mhthnﬁg,tn work according to the Soviet exambles.
There was no way of protesting agsinst his orders.

For example those whose father had been Communist in

1919 or has taken pert in the Spanish civil wer and
neonle without cherscter.

Yes, for instence, the chiefl techinician #nd the direc-
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tor of the persohnel office. They had been stupid beasts,
(bute barmok) snd have freternized always with the AVO

people.

Skilled workers were not permitted to leave the fectory.
Then there were fismissia dismiassels, diseiplinery end
voluntary whick in fact had consequences very similar to
the disciplinary dismissals. On the new work nlzce, one
did not get vacation for g & year, there wes deductisn
from the ssalary etc. And thirdly there weos dinwéssd
dismisssl with the peérmiesion of the factory leadership.
This was very rare aﬁﬂ usually only for those who heve
"rationalized®,
been BRorexkomckxerdkx
Jooner ¢r later I would have been dismissed on diseinli-
nary way or I would heve left wvoluntarily for Budspent
or even further somewhere where they would not Lnow me,
although they wnglﬂ have very soon loo%ed up my keder
cérds becuause these thiﬁga were sent after éuﬂeqody
wherever he went, It wes a reslly revolting system and
I would have fled to the West probably even if the Re-
vojution would not have come. I could not have taken it
much longer.
Jiechaniesl engineer beczuse I kave inclination Tor it and
because of the matorial profit connected with it., Al-
though evengti enzineers mak relatively very little

money, they have about 1100 forints starting salary.

Losolutely nothing.
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0f courase, mﬁinly because of materisl &spects. People
ere very mdtcrislistic there. They &re rather working
gomething for the regine 1n order to get eorme morae, but
this is understandeble since fenily men can herdly get
glong with their salaries.

I would like to live a 1ife. I would buy a cer and
leter & nice little cottege, I would travel lots in
Furope end abrosd. I would do much sport.

I had always this Wwish.

I'Eﬂ ]

Bad.

In 1952 I hed 500 forint salary after my metura exa-
mination. T was workins then at a gas stetion end
wes steeling the ges. I sold it on the black merket
esnecislly to my friends from the earmy. In Hungary
enybody who wented to live has stolen., Stesling was
not considered as a sin, because it was sgainot the
stete.

In 1955 I had 600 forints monthly. I wes only an appren-
tice but even a skilled worker has received only 800
forints at the beginning.

About the same.

we have been 5 of us. 2 have worked, my father and I.
Ly brother was soldier, my sister went to school, my

mother was working st home in the household. liy father
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was workin, sa calculator at the hotel and reéestaurant

industry. Ilis brutto salary was ebout 16 200 forints

8 yeer.
(8a) 7 200,
(8b) 6660. 5
(8c) Lot 1ing.
(84) 540.
(ce) - 20 forints for peace loan, 10 forints for the trade

unions, 15 forints bachelor texes. Altogether 45 fo-
rints monthly, 540 for a yesr. Iy fother has nade
about 1200 forints monthly. But this was not enough

to sunnort a femily, therefore I gave them 200 forints

monthly. The rest I could spend according to my wishes.

(9s) I lived &t my perent’s house. I paid them 200 forints
monthly for room and board. ¥We dll lived in a house
vwhich was formerly ocurs. But in 1952 it was netionclized
and since then we hcd to pay rent 80 forints rnonthly
to Y TY which wes a state office for apartierts.

(gb) Ve had 5. It was & modern house., We had % roonms ond
a8 kitehen. (One of thé rooms was not registered, it
was put on the rEk record as storeroom.)

(9c) From my father's netto income about 1200 & month,
about 1100 went for food.

(9d) 1600.

(9e) 780.

(9F) Fothing.
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460.

1800.(This item wad almost exclusively my spending.)

100.

200.

15C.

300.

2340.

600 forints for the hosnital stay of my mother for a

month, which we cuﬁld pay only through the help of an

aunt of ours.

Very badly. People without eny qualification and know-
ledze have been directing everything from respsnsible
positions. There was an bbsolute failure of nlanned
economy nlus the Soviet robber economy.
I wes too young that time but as far as I heerd about
it, it could not have been ideal eithér.
It was worse. Up to 48 there was stillm hope that the

_ - are developing
politics kmwex and | the economic life EEXXFEXXXEITAE
in the right direction. In 1948 came the yéar aof the
grect change as the Communiste used to czall it "a for-
dulat eve" and with that the nationslizstisn, the state
canitalism &nd the whole economy plungzed downwards.
In 53 has begun the ZIASZEN with statel loans but with
very unfavorable conditions of repayment. They were

ruined very soon because the taxes were too heavy. The

"ASZEX simply could not compete with the state in spite
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of the feet that they were speéaking alweys about

nealthy economic competition. This wss only a bluff be-

cauge i:;:: s8imply could not be any economic compectition.
(10g) I t was bad with great stebility. In that ioment where

the salaries were raised the prices went up tpo, and if

the price of a certain item wes reduced that item dis-

apueared from the markét for sure.

(11) The mgpm people were againet Comnunism. Communism on the
eGonomic £ eld meant séate capitalism end exploitation.
Thus it had its part naturally among the causes of the
generel dissetisfection, because peonle are striving
alweys for better living which Comrunism made siaply
innossible,

(11=2) Secondary, because if the political snd so0lice syotem
would have been ebolished then the econonic conditions
would become automhativly better.

(11b) Por the averaze man the econonmic problem was probebhly
the most severe. The facét, thaet his wife had to work
too, that hé ecould not give an education to his children
and that he had to fight all the ti-e with x¥xsg grave
econonie worries for living end for securing the future
of his family. There were many divorces, & tremendous
enount of rum was consumed which asccordins to reliable
deta was 6 times the quantity of the pre=-wsr consump-
tion. All this wes because of the general bitterness

and hopelessnmes of the neople. For those who had
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higher demands towards 1ifé on the other hand and who
had made better money, for those the conplete spiritual
glavery, the anforced close—off from the est, and the

blind following of the Farty line wes the most difficult.
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—

£1) I had & nature exeminstion (abitur) from the huunalstic
gynnesiun in Topron in 1952.

(1a) From 1940 to 1952. :

(1b) Pour years of elementary séhool in public school, four
yvears of gymnasium in church school. But this wes
netionalized in 1948. After thet four years again in
atete school. s

(le) 7he students end the tezchers have criticized the reginme
when they werée in intimate company. This applies
especially to the older teachers. But offiecially, thex
Perty line wes tazught. Outside of the school, there
existed a manfidenisl confidentlal relationship between
the teschers and the students. fhe teachers have lec-
tured withoul conviction snd Ewmthusizmsz enthusisasm, the
students did not believe them. Dut we had in the class
5 or 4 good kader boys from ihom we had feecrs and did
not dare to opeak before them. .'¢ hed 2 professor, lor
instance, of mathemetics, an excellent specislist who
dered to scold the reginme orenly in eclass and to preise
tmerica. Arong the younger teachers there had been more
so-culled vonelas, nemely who had followed the line.

(1a) I went to a course in techniczl drafting. It was held
st the techniesl university in Sopron. That was in
1952-5% after 1 had my matura examination., It was an
evening course. It had no political taintimg, it was
strictly btechnical. In 1955-56 I went to & course Tor

lahoratory altendence at the same university.
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Better future.

No, I would have liked to go the technical university.
Turing 4 years 1 héve tricd each yesr.

I wanted to becahe an Bﬁgineer. I have hated to remain
& laborer,

I had a B average.

Fo .

Yes.

A course in the constitution and history.
0f course, 5 hours a week, |
- ‘Perty

Unly the course in constitution znd pzrk¥y history.

Up to 1950, '

Yes. In the llagyar Jnkentes Honvedelmi Szbvetseg, the
IWhosz., This wes not obligetory, bu% hegiﬁes the trai-
ning in fire armsgjone could lesrn driving and also

had the opportunity for sports. That is why many young

people have joined in.

For the education nf the new political kaders.
Discipline and the glurification of the so-celled
Jowiet Socialism.

It wes shown by the Revoltition.

Jteady, silent oppoaition.

A complete lzek of confikdence towsrds everybody.

In the sze £ of the piasneers between 13 =nd 16 probably
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most éffantive, although this depends entirely

peredts, namely from what the youngster recieves

at home. There, usually he is told the opposite what he

wes told in the achools énd &t the ploneer meetings.

Whet hee haﬂpaned with the youth in the Revolution it is

due to

e was

the education of the verents and not to the schools.

N
a ‘hotelier.

Yes, bac&ﬁsé he was bombed out.

As in generally by the state compenies it is heavy and

tiring work with ve%y little aalary.

The hotel industry.

1

Up to 47 we had servants. Bince that time we have no-

body.

e had

8 house and 2 lots.

Under pood nircumstaﬂées.

Four,

We had been bombed out, then the school eté,

Iy parents, my sister; my dbrother was soldiers.

To my disadvantagze.

Very good.

RHaturally.

Of the

fzults of the Communist systen.

Fothing, we arreed in everything. I can xkimk thank for

muech to my parents.
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Nothihg but thanks.,

The pdesible closest connection and Imyiw loyalty.

It i1a typical for 'the older femilles. At the new
marriagea there is elready many family tragedy end
divoroce.

Outing, 1&ﬂrniné..and with athers smeller recreetion.
Outing snd welking.

3-4 hours deily.

Vith practical 1earniqg and exercise of technique. For
instance, If I would heve had a motor, I would have
occupied myself all the ti:e with 1t,

During the diseciplinery measure sgainst me mentioned
sbove in the Tactory they have intruded in ny private
1ife. Phey told thak me that I should not go so much
to the esnsredsos, After this I did not dare to go out
much,. kixckhd



(1)

(1a)

NO. 217 "A" IRTERVIEY SECTICH 5 JK P. 28
(Sections 5 starts here agein with question 1)

I ettended schools from 1940 to 52. I made rmy bacoalau-
recté in the last year in a state gymnasium. The teachers
there wore no Communists pertiuclarly not the teecher

of history, slthough history is usually teught by &
Comnunist. Concerning the mmkfmmt students, in every
cleds one could Tind one or two persons who were Communigts
or ﬁetter to ssy were the sedretaries of the DISZ. We

did not talk ffeely before this DISZ secretaries, however,
among ue we spoke about polities. The spirit in the
schools wes not the ﬂinﬂ the Communists wanted. In every
year one or two studerts wére kicked out because of poli-
ticel rezsons. The students arranged an anti-Communist
demonstration quite often during the year. For example,

a demonstration agasinet the plctures of 3telin.fm every
corner, in every cladsroom there wee a huge piecture of
Stelin, At several décaaiuns it keExpwm happened thet the
pieturefgggligrn dwﬁ%; was spit upon or was smeared with
humen sLsgu¥ix. 'hehn something like this hanpened, the
AVO neople immedidtely srrived in our school. They alwajs
found a few spies who told them everything. If the stu-
dent was caught, he was kicked out of the school.

After the nationalimetion of the schools, it wes iriossible
to pelect freely. Before the nationslizetion of the
schools, I attended the schools of the Benedictines, =&
Catholie church school. In 1948 the students of the

Denedictine schools were gizpxEr dispersed by the eutho-
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rities in the different schools of the city.

(2) ‘No,; I wented to gttend the technical EntvEr ikt
university and beaana an ehgineer. Now I am doing 1%
heré in Germany.

(2e) I was of non-proletarisn origin and there was no free-
dom but there was no real class struggle elther, Even
1f & son had a worker fether, if his father did not
fall in with the line of the Party his son suffered.
Fven the worker's son was celled capitalist or kulek
if his father was not entirely for the Party.

(3) Such subjeets as history, constitution and civiid de-
fence were nothing but politics.

(3b) Yes, Russian educttion was introduced in 1950. It was
g compulsory ﬂubjﬂcg. I had to teke it for 2 years up
to the end of my studies, 5 hours a week. It was taught
by & Ilungerian fellow who had originelly been a
language teacher but later had taken some special sum-
mer courses and got his diploma in Russian language.
The students regerded the Russian classes ae& esonebhing

learn-:

imposed upon them. They did not vm.nt? The class received
the worst marks in Russisn. The teccher wes not a
Communist 2t all. I still know something out of my Rus-
gian studies but I would be unable to read = Rusalan
newsnaper. Perhaps I could get through it with the aid

of 2 dictionary.
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{3e) Sport treining wad the only good thing in the achool,
There was an [HX group in thé school. It was possible
to register for a sport course end to pass the LHK
examination. Thnsé aport courses were held in the after-

above f

noon. “hey were aktrmk the 4 huuragphyaical education
we had every weck. It meent of course, thatin the
efternoon we had to return to the school. The students
were permitted to Jjoin the Szabedsarhurcos Szovetseg
where pre-nilitary education wes given. The Szabadsag-
arcos Szovetseg wAs compulsory. The IHK was not, hows
ever, the sportsmen were selected through the IHK so
it opened great changed for the good athletes of the

school.

(4) They wanted to re-educate the youth, particularly through
the orgenization of the DISZ.
(4b) The edueation of the Communists did not bring any re-

sults for them as it wes shown by the Revolution.

(44) we liked sports.

(4e; The political subjects. The glorification of the Soviet.
(4¥) I don't know what was the situastion 10 ycers ego.

(4n) ¥o, but the constant »nropagenda made everybody suspi-

cious. Everybody watched before opening his mouth and
did not speak up unless in the company of trusted
friends. There wofe spies among the students. For
exanple, the séhool's =X ﬂu-ﬁalled controllersiwek of

studies. They iorked for money and sent reports which
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finelly resched either the kader or the AVO. The can-
tvoller of studieé or tanulmenyi felalﬁﬁl;as elected

uy the students out of the students. sractieslly, how-
ever, he was nominated by the secretery of the TISZ and
nebody dared to elect anybody else. Ilis duty weas to
establish and control the studyrcirclas. In every cless
there were %ui stuéy eircles dependiﬁg on the peize of
the class, There vas always & study circle for Russian
languege end history. Theé study circles met 3 times

& week but everyhuﬂy‘tried to avoid such meetings. A
meeting lasted 2 or 3 h&urs. Every study eircle had

& leader elected by the etudents and actually the work
of the study c¢ircle depended on tWe leader. If he was

g good boy and not e Comiunist he did not want to do
any reel work. In m&ny cases no . meetings
were held or bhe boys got together and were talking
about everything excent tﬂe subjecta. The 13&&9{'@f the
study circle must have been 2 good student. I.wes one
Tor & while. In my case I wes not elected but anmointed
by the heedmester of the clzes. I wes the lecder for =
few months only¥, not for 2 whole vesr. I was dismissed
beceuse we did not do any reszl work. The controller of
the studies visited the meetings of the study circle and
controlled whether everybody showed up snd conirolled
what work t© ey have done there. At the beginning we had
& lot of homeworl, Un to 1951 we had to work very hard.

the =tudents hed no time left. Then an innovation came .,
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Ve got less homework and the 1ife of the sbtudy circles
became looser. Fra@ that time on we were told that we
should spend more time with our studies. The requirements
of the school werﬁi 1 think, very high. In the last year
of the gymnesium we wsed 4 books in the history clmes.
They contained & huge naterial. On the evnraga, I thirk,
we atudied et home_ldﬁ hours a dey devending on the

day and the clzasses.

I don't know,

lly fether rented and manazed @ hotel up to 1948 when

the hotel was natiﬂnalized. Then he beesme enmnlayed

by the Allaml Vendeglatoipari Vallalat. He had different
jobs there but for such & man every Jjob wes poor. He

wes an old expert &and a capitalist from the old regime.
e was elways susnicious to the Communists. He tried

to do his job e&nd 4id not want to mpeks spesk up there.
Yea, up to 1948,

Before 1948 we liwed better.

1 had one older brothér and a younger gister. We were
altogether 5 peéple in the family.

iy brother is here in Cermany with me, the other members
of the family are at home. !y brother received kis bac-
calaurente from a gymnasium, then becene laboratory
technician with a hosvital., fLetually he wented to he=-
eoue & doctor. 3ince he was not accented bf the nniversi-

ity he selected this job. Then he was drafted ond served
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3 years. He was didcherged by the army shortly before
the Revolutions After the Revolution we left the coun-
try togeiher and now he is attending the university
here, v aiata; is 8till 2t home. She is attending
school end living with the parents.
In 196 1 11#@& with my perents and my sister. ly
brother was aé that tine in the srmy.
It hirt me,

Parily life becdne closzf and this wes the main resason
wh the Communiafa could not reeducate the youth. The
Id believed more ke his daddy than %g the school. The
finily geve an anti-Communist education and this

howed up in the séhool. The kids tore their Russien
textbooke anart Er Ehe girls thelr red pioneer neck-
ties. liy sister dié 1t at the age of 13 when you would
think a kid had not got any political sense. The chil-
dren had a éertaif freedom. For example, selecting their
place of work., In this ecamse, the parents conuld not do
very much. It depénded on the shrewdness of the boy to
flind & job, if nossible & pfood one. We lesrned from
Communtism thet one should be materialistic end one
should look for the pay end for nothing else in a job.
There was no speciel pride in work. It was ﬂﬁly & natter
of meking more money.In selecting friends the parents
did influence the children. The usugl case was that the

parents were friends and the children were friends. In
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nolitics the fardly hﬁd usually the same opinion. In
every fa::ly even the mother wes working. ldoet femilies
sent the little bables in the state nurseries. After
work every worker had to attend different meetings.

Father und mother epent not enouzh time with the fami-
1y,

There wae the beat pogsible relationship in our family.
Thet was genefﬁl in the middle class. It ie true, ithat
there was 2 marriage craze among the youth and they

often divorced after one year. But in the o0ld femilies

there waes still & good axmaxx harmony.

Yes, politics waa the most importent topic at home.

Everyhody wastx;nlkz exnpected to talk. Lverybody told
at home whaiﬂhad gxperienced in the school or in work.
Our mother did not work because she wes sick. She weas

ot home end she wab eager to hear our news,

Yery close.

Yes, typicel of the middle cless.

llost often I went for a stroll with my friends. I we
hed money we went into an esoresso or pastry shop. All

ny {riends were nlaying in the basketball tesn which
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took up much of our time. Our school had & so-called
twin plant, = factory, which financed our besket ball
team. Tﬂsy gave us énough money to carry out the gemee
and to get the dbhanuary‘equipmant.

¥y fether cume home nsuslly about 6 o'elock in the £
afternodn. WE'haJkéd of nolktics or we resd the news-
peper, He usually went -to bed pretty eerly since he wes
an old man. On Sundays we went for a wﬁlk.

Yes, except when there wes some official thing %o de.
Tor example a meeting. I do not remember of any greet
controls. However, once I wanted to change & 100 forint
note. I went into a2 liquor store. A nolicemsan wes sten-
ding before the store snd he wanted to see my personal
legitinetion. He asked me:"Comrasde wherefrom do you have
100 forinte." ¥k 1 tﬂldh:: thet I am working whereupon
he seid:"In thet cese comrade go home", This was, I
gun-ose, nainly bécanse of my young age. At my last
nlace of work I wes Kicked out because of nolitlcal
ressons, howeve}, aftér orne week I was teken back. Dut
I wee told that I should not visit the espressos so

often. It was an interference with the private life.

The farily ties have tightened.

] cannot answer it.

The relations between boys end girls did not chanre.
iorele become looser in sexual mattere. The girls van-

ted money., They wanted to meke a good marriage. They
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wanted to find a doctor or an engineer ee husbend.
T%&ra wea this cﬁazé that the youngsters wented to
gét married as f@at as possible, even the Communint
pieus wrote ahcﬁé 1%, The paurihmiy courtehip depended
on how nunh,ﬁpngf the boy had. In many aases the boy
héd not much nohey and the girl paid her share.
It wes possible t0 get mcqueinted with girle in dencing
schools, in bails, or even on the streete, It ia nat =
custom here in Huﬁicha Palls were erranged by the
achools, except fngﬂgear Oor 0 when they mmrammk were
not wermitted Ey the Party. The student balls were
pretty common and there were plecss where boys and girls
could meet. any bf my former school mates have &lready
married, In this £i614 there was not much of parentel
interference. The youth had to leave home in order to
work gnd that ke was the end of the Purent's E influ-
ence.
Prostitution wae not permitted but it went on gecretly.
There were secret nublie houses.
They were less sitriet.
The state established sneciel nursery homes for 1lle-
gitimate children where they got a zood Comnunist
Tamous
educetion. There wes a2 fSammex Communist poster saying

girl
for o wife it is 2 duty, for an unmarriadian honour

to beerr children. I saw one of those ponters inx e
hosnitel. It is true, that this situetion cheneed in

the last few years.
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The wanen ere now free,

The morsls became kewexx looser.
I ¥nbtv thet theré was hooligenism in Budepest end in
85e dther cities where there were many workers. I have

hesrd meny Stories of what happened in Sztalinvaros.

I hall 2 good friends, Our verents knew one =mkk another,
Our friendship n%ﬁrted way back in the school when we
were sittingniﬂ the same benchés.

wa nlaved baﬁkdf ball, we went to dances, we made
exéursions, althouzh in Sopron we hed meny difficulties
with the excdrminna. Anybody who went out & little bit
Ter wag arreqtad by the horder guard uolice.

One of my frkbnda stayed at home, The other one is here
with meé.’

Friends sholld have similer natures, they shéuld have

a snirituzl harmany with small differences, however,
concerning oninion.

Our frine friendship ceme slowly because we Titted to-
fether,

Perhane it would not have affected our friemdship. I

emn not sure, it would have depended on many circum-

stances.

ly femily is €@atholic. liost of the people in Sopron

gre Cetholics, however, Lhere is quite a number of
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Germans who belong to the Evangeliczl church. e bad
some friends of this Xkind.

Religion does not matter with the Communists.

On paper, there was & {reedom of religion. In prectice,
there was no Bugh thing. For example, if & thureca
wanted to make é proﬁassiun the Communists srranged

a Communist &empnstratinn on the same route znd at the
=mFR same time, ﬁftef 195C processions were held only
within the chuteh.

All faiths were equilly hit. .

Communism would like.tu stamp out religlon because
religion opposes tﬁe naterialistic ideology. lowever,
this plan canndi be earried out. People ere more
religious nnWa&ajs fhan they were in old times. In the
churches there dre masses in every half hour. There

are further masses in the afternoon end in the evening.
Everybody can go to the church any time, and peonle

do s0 because it ia prohivited end people like to do
what is prohibited.

In Sopron there was one peace nriest, a parish priest
end &t the seme time he was s member of the city
council. His sermons were streight Ysrty line speeches.
He told the same thing =5 a Party secreterg. lie was
despiged by.the people. I don't know whether ke re-
ceived any reward from the Party for his activities.

I don't know either whether he was an enthusiastie
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Communist. In Sap;on we had only one enthusiastio
Commuhist, the former swine herd who now beoama & Par-
ty secretary. |

(20f) Yem, but it wad put down on the kader ceard whether
Bumaﬁuﬁf attended church. People in hipgher positions
did not dare to go to church.

(20g) Yes, nany people. .

(20h) I atténded chureﬂ as long as I went to school. After
sehool I did not attend it very often. At that time I
was working and i did not have a great religious can=-
vietion.

(2041) worEéra and middle class people. The old people, parti-
culerly the old wqmeﬂ were all the time in %he churches.

(20k) llany young people thought that religion represents
enother ideolagy whioh can counterbelance the Communist
ideology.

(20,1) There were many priests who talked freely from the
pulpit. They sazid very danpgeraus things. I think the

elergy hazd an important role from this point of wiew.

(21) I would advise hin to become a doetor or an engineer.
(21b) He should study end he shodld get at least the bacea-
laureate. Then pretty much depends upon his origin.
If he is of non-proleterian origin, he should leave his
city and go to work in another place. It is true, that
the keder cerd goes after him but in this case it is

still better to live in another city,
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The leading cless and the new kader were the best off
because they were completely according to the taste

of the Communists. The working class and the peasantry
were the worst off.

I came from the middle clase but I belonged to the
working oclass at homé_

To the middle class,

Lecording to the Communists there wes no class struggle.
However, dotuslly e great class struggle was going
on. The working ulaa& was set against the intellec-

tuals and vice-ve$sa,; We can really use such words

‘-as working class or intellectuals because there are

great differences. The working class haa a poorer sala-
ry. On the other hand the iXmkke intellectuals are mal-
treated in some other way.

Yes, but I could not describe it.

There were barriers between the workers and the peasents.
There was a certﬁinkmrzgi-hiigiculﬁ to desoribe. It is
interesting but the non-Communist plant managers were
able to maintain & much better relationship with the
workers than the Communist ones. The non-Communist
managers were better liked by the workers.

I don't know. I don't know how it was in old times. I
do not believe whet I learned in the school. There was

class difference even during @ommunism.

Everybody trusted nobody but his good friends. People
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ere very impolite in Budapest. In Sopron the situnation
is better. bldéf people were still called uy, Unknown
persons were addresses as comrade. The greetiig kezet
csokolom is stillw genersl, slthough the goveriment did
not like 1t. waefef, the govermment could not erpdi-
cate it.

fhe Gernmaens reaiéved the same trectment as everybody
else. They established s good cooperative. They live
well, They.talk Gefman among themselves and the govern-
ment permittaﬁ it.

I do not know very much about it. There was no differcnce
between religion aﬁﬁ religion. There were not too nmany
Jewish people in Sﬁyran. The old one had been taken
away by the Nazis,

I did not have any Jewlsh acquaintances.

There were many Jews in the Iroszovetseg. They took
their pert in the Revolution, Por example, Hay Gyule
and Dery Tibor. One cmuld not say anything about them,
During the Revolution hobody wae interested in the
religion of the other fellow,

At the university there wes some anti-Semitism, but
only & small one.

I think there was less anti-Semitism then it had been
in old times. There was & personal hetred against Ra-

kosi and Gert but that was not the mmzxsmamw same thing as
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anti-Semitism. During the Revolution
anti-3emitiem,
I don't know.

I have no ide=sg.

JK p. 42

tiere was no
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As it was genersl T was interested in polities.

Everybody was interested in what was going on in the
telking =

iest. Paople were imitug about politlcs. They were

reading between the linaﬂ. they were listening to the

radlos.,

I would say that fﬁe matter of first importance wae

that of making a 1iving. Politics ran second only.

The intérest in politice started wsmg among the young-
sters 1h the 5th én& 6th grade of gymnasium when they
left behind adaltﬁcence.

\le knew that thafé werée severzl politioesl parties, how-
ever, we grew up ﬁﬁ the one=Party system. \/e had no
sympathy for aﬁy of the political parties. However, we
knew what demod%ﬁuy meant .

I had my opinion of the Communism right from the_he-
ginning. Tﬁis opinion was based on those things I
heard =t home and I saw outside of the home.

T wes always agéinst the regime.

Beecause of the terror. There was no other way.

Prom an individual point of view my grestest grie-
vance was the class struggle, that I was of non-pro-
leterizan orirsin.

A1l the complainte are very important. Perhaps the 3
most important things were: the fear of arrest and
terror, inadequate food, and the presence of Soviet

troops.
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(35b) Interfercncé with Tarmily life, because it oould not

achiseve anything.

(3e) For the ihtellectuals the inadtoquate oprartunity to get
ahead.

(3a) Por the rtahﬁntr# overtaxation.

(3e) Por the workers overwork,

(33) I vould not Hame any good things in the system.

(4) The reel pover was in the hands of the cebinet ministers,

in final snelysis in the hends of the minister of

interior whe directed the police system mnd the AVO.

e eould add to this group those many Sovliet citizens
Istvan

who were working in the ministries such as Batu xFikwvany

Kos peter, Gerd, Rekosi, Farkas lihaly.

{42£) There wes en ::EE% bureaucracy. In t1e state office for
dwelling places called KIK fhexz 1t was impossible to
get anything achieved. The final decisions were delayed
for months end before getting a dwedling place, the
authorities looked up the class origin fax of eWery-
body. Our zpme family had an anartment house with 6
epartments which was nationalized in 48 or 49. Ve
stayed there and lived in one of the apartments and
had to pay rent xk to the state like the other te-
nante. we had to pay it to the KIK, however, the KIK
did not cere sbout the meintenance, upkeep and re-

novation of the building. VWhen our apartment house was

taken away, my father was fined because he was charged
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with having unpaid Faxea. So altogsether not only the
house wes #aken ayaﬁ but even our money we had at that
time. |

The o0ld eivil.sqrviﬁa pebple end the new kaders. There
were relativelymeﬂ# old ¢ivil service people in the

gavernmend service.

Almost everybody was a member of the DISZ. It wes 1iw=
nortant if somebody wented to get into the mmiweximiy
university.

It was not cunpﬁladry but it was a must to join it.
Somebody could avoid joining 1t if he procrmstinated
the official vrocedure and finelly the DISZ secretary
forgot shout him.

Yes.

I wap not aceapte& in the school 28 a DISZ member be-
cause I was of non-proletarian origin. After my bacca-
laureate I started to work and at thet time I needed

g memberzhip card. fith & DISZ memberheip cerd it was
easier to find a job. It was a great adwantage in the
army 1f somebody was a member. He got better jobs there.
I paid 2 forints E month. I had no offices or duties.

I participated in the sport meetinge of the IHK.

I utilized the possibilities of sporte even by the DISZ.
It had no other significance for me. The important
thing was that I should vossegs a memberbhip card. I

had no specisl opinion abvout the DISZ and 1 don't
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think I spent eny tima there except the time spent on

sport exerciseés.

Those people hauéﬁh;rurty members who were recommended
to the Perty er ;isﬁple;-hy the DISZ. If somebody

wes e good DISE Jﬁﬁfetary, he was recommended to become
a Party memhe%, &f,'for example, & young engineer got

jaijucd ’ i
a rather inportant position in a plant. He wes’ retommen=

"ded and it was gobd for him to join the Party. Such

xind of people dih_ﬁbt 1ike the idea of becoming a
Party member, however, they could not do amything else.
Party members had meny duties. Por exsmple, to pay
membership fees, fn participate in all the propaganda
activities, to believe in the slopans and so on. On the
othér hend they had one great advantage: they could
keep their higher jobs.

Yes, Ilnad an engiﬁeer sequeintance who got a job with
e plant and from that time on wes a member of the Party.
People did not change becesuse they joined the Party.
They did not beeome Cormunists.

This happened among the workers, among the old
idealistic Communists who had joined the Party in 1919.
To.

o, because of my class origin.

1 wae enyhow a brended man co it did not make any
differcence.

In Sonron the Party was run by the County Party

Committee and by the secretariate. They worked secretly,
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we A1d not know anything. Por example, the pledt ma=
nager &t the place where I worked was & member of the
Party Committee. But everybhing went on secretly end
nobody knew gbout 1; aAnything.

Ag a Bohool boy I *aa & member of the Diakszovetpeg.

Then the 31&2 was astahlfahaa out of the fusion of

the Diakszovetseg Bnd the SZIPT. However, at that time

I was dropped as & member. Sa for 4 yeers I was no

member of the DIézt

The members of the DISZ were studenta.

One of the written examination pevers at the time of
following

outr baccaléureate had the mzme title: Vhat 1s the

Purpose of the DISZ, I could repeat what I wrote at

that time: to eﬂubﬁte new members for the farty.

See above,

See above.,

People were neithér hot nor dold about the DISZ. They

did max what they were told to do.

The DISZ ended in complete faillure.

The trade unions wére completely under the direction

of the Party and did not do anything for the workerse.

The real duty of the <trade unions would be the fight

for higher wagzes for strikes and 8o on. Nothing like

ti1at wae done. In the case oi smaller complaints the

trade union never tried to do anything. As far as I

am concerned I never pald my trade union fees. I told
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2 weeks after I had joined it that I wented to leavekk

it end I wanted tb leeve the Tactory.

(8) Those Party maﬁﬁh%m who in old times were swine herds,
agriaultural.ﬂurkarﬁ. and the like ere now enthusiastic
Communists. Aiﬂnﬁ 60% of the Party members joinéﬂ the
Party in order tq get a job. The remaining percentege
might be an Enthﬂsiastic Communist.

(9) The members reghrded the DISZ as a necessary evil, Ho-
body was interested in those aims of the DISZ which

were announced by the Communists.

(10) Tfwo times I got im touch with the police too. At the
first time we wanje& to make a student pragnk. Ve sent
out many invitatlons to people inviting them at a cer-
tain house a% e certain time. There was no politieal
eim involved whﬁfauaver. Howaver, the AVO took notice
off it and 6 of tie were taken into the AVO house. They
charged us with plot with illegel meetings snd so on.
They said that we wmmie wznted to orgenize an 1llegal
politienl orgenigetion. We were kept thexe in the AVO
house the whole night and freed only the next after-
noon. During that time one hearing came after the
other one. However, we were not beaten. It was our 1uﬂi
that one of us had a good friend at the regulat nolice.

Through his intervention we were freed. The AVO werned
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us that we shohld not do enything like that, but there
was no sequence to our prank . The second affair hap-
vened during dne of our excursions. We went by chance
near to the Hordeff There were three of us et the ex~
ecursion and_tha'bafﬂer guard AVO took us. They kept us
for 9 hours. They did not beet us, however, their method
was as follows: One sergeant came into the room and
told us that we should sit down. Then he left and a few
mintues later another sergeant came in and he said:"How
do you dare fc slt down, stand a2t the wall!" So we
obeyed and he left. Then the first sergeant came back,
wes very smEir angry shd told us to sit down. This
situation was repested several times. During the same
time they charged us that we wanted to escape from the
country. Here again we were relessed after 9 hours with
werning
the waxw that we should not go near to the border. So
in the subsequent months we made only short excursions.
These were my 2 ﬁffaira with the police. In Hungary,
there ig nobody who would not have gotten in touch with
the police.
In Sopron there was a border guerd AVO group which stood
under the ministry of interior. The blue AVO consisted
of 8 persons, none of them from the city. Nobody knew
the 8 persons by name and they were hated.
The crew of the AVO was usually draited and those
people were no beasts. The voluntary AVO was the worst

kind of men.
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To infurmatiqn,r

The Perty Hdd to thank to the AVO for its existence.

The regular police was all right. Many of them were
from the 1&&51 people.

ly father was taken by the AVO in 1948 at the time of
the natianﬁllsatiﬂni He waas kept there for 3 days, then
released. He digﬁ;511 us anything what has happened
there. I don't kﬁuw what hapened there.

A1l kinds of people zot arrested. There wee no distinc-
tion made.

It wes imposcible to éet in touch with people under
arreet. WVhen we were arrested our femilies could not

do anything. They did not even know wﬁerﬁ we were.,

I don't know anything, except for certzin rumors which
I heerd.

Not applicable.

He should keep his mouth shut.

If somebody was arrected, he wee charged with every-
thing. One of the charges "clicked".

It does not help. There was no stable poeition in poli-
ties.

Yes, personal connections helped. Particularly connections

to the palice or to the AVO. This was our case too.

Yes, if somnebody had a good class background, the
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charges were alwﬁys xmexxdx milder.

It helped to have money.

Yes.

The Catholiecs and particularly the priests were perase=-

cuted most.

The terror was the strongest from 1950 te 52.

The terror eased in 1953. llany prisoners were released,
In iugust and September 1956 the terror was cased very
much. Peuﬁle tdllked freely, the press wrote freely.

There was no greﬁt danger of being arrested.

The Sowiet Unlon exploited Hungary. There were many
nlants with a Russian menager. For exanple, this was
the case in the lock impxBaprmsmx factory in Sopron.

In the lock factory &f Sopron I talked to & Russian
engineer. He snpoke & broken Huni:ariesn and he spoke
Gernman pretty well. He had ctudied in Germany. He was
the leeder of the technical denartment, an older man, '
an expert. People had a good dpinion of him am an
expert. I don't know, whether he functioned as a apy.
Russian influence was the strongest in the heavy in-
dustry. You could find the greatest number of Russian
experts

EFEAGENEE there and Hungary had to export to the

Russisans.

One could talk only cautiously with one's own intimate

friends.
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Everybody had his own friends.
One could talk freely about cultural affairs.

There were éhannes to eircumvent officiel efftikek
orders but it was dangercum. People in the leading po-
sitions did not know what %o do apnd this situation gave
many chences.

Tor example, & lathe turret operator who was & Perty
member tould thange his. job. He went into the Party
school and then became a Perty secretary.

At the beginning you could get into the university
through commections. Por example, after the highschool
gsomebody worked for a year with a plant and then the
plant recamman?ad him to the university. Zhere were
many plent m$nhgara whHo were helpful to the youngsters.
Later on, the enrolment at the uni?ersity was handled
by the DISZ and by the Party. At that time no other

connections were good.

The system was kept up by the lethargy of the people

and by the terror.

Tven if there was some opposition, the public never
knew of it. The AVO apneared right away and liqui-
dated all opoosition even in the smallest cases.
The intellectuals.

The AVO people and the Party secretaries.
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Opnosition inecressed. Nagy Imre gave a sound basis to
any opposition.

1t Inerehsed. After the 20tk Congress of the Party it
wzs parmiﬁted to ﬁritioiza 5telin. The press became
free,

In 56 thd:e were orgenized apvosition groupe. For
example,.the Iroszovetaseg and the Petdfi Yor.

The intellectuals got fed up with the intellectuel
poverty and terror. An intelligent person cannot suf-

fer the system for & long time.
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I listened to thﬁ_fcraign radioc stations. Perticularly
to Free Eurcﬁei to london and so on. Radio Free Europe
was the moet pbﬁﬁlar because it had the best reception.
I% had the atrdnéaﬂt ‘ transmittors. However,
SJeaple beeamﬂ v&ég disillusioned with Radio ¥ree Europe.
The foreign éadib ptations.

Nothing else, Thé press was lying all the time.

I read the Szabéﬁ ifjuaag which wes the paper of the
DISZ and wes réihfi#ely interesting. ly father hed to
subsieribe to thé Szabad Nep. I read there the aport
peges. In the Szebad Ifjusag T read the politieosl
columns. One had to read something about politios be-
cause of the Bé@inaries end 8o on.

At my place of work there was a wall newspaper. It wes
not edited by anybody. You could alweys see articles
there which were © months old. I think that was the
genersl situstion. Nobody liked to contribute to the
wall newspseper. Somahudy simply gmot an order from a
Party aeﬂretafﬁ or sc that he should write an artiecle,
Then it wés nosted and let to stand there for 6 months,
The wall newspaper wes not read by the workers. It had
political, cultural and sport news. The politiesl news
congieted of cliprhings from the Szabad Nep. Even the
cultural and sport columns consisted of ¢lippings. The
emsloyees wrote only about topvies related to the plant.

Before 1948 a saw Life magazine and other foreign news-
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pevers. ‘lowever, I did not see any fareign newspapers
after 48, It was possible to buy the American and other
foreign Comrunist newsnapers, but nobody wes interested
in them.

Not before the Revolution. I sawv the balloon of Redio
Free Eurone. It.ceused a lot of trouble. If #nybody
picked up on the strect such o leuflet, he was

errested for 2 yexra. Thet hanpened to my uhele., The
Radio Ffee Furope people should think of such eonse-

quences in Hungary.

I used to go to movies pretty often, particulerly to
see French znd Itslian films.

This waa not 2 point. Politics wep impartint even in
the piétures. We disliked Russian and Hungariﬁn films.
The film I liked the most was a Swedish dne and 4id
not contein & grain of politics.

The Russizns mhade 3 films out of the nlays sf Shake=-
speare: They were very good.

Yes, I went to the theatre. The Paluszinhaz and the
Gorduld Opera wisited Sonron. They wvlayed for exsmple,
Itelian operas which I liked very much. In this respect

the people's democracy wee reslly good.

Yes, I liked books &nd rend many of them, I, 1956
the Olcso Konyvter published many foreisn writers

at cheep prices, for exsmple, Zola.
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Iy favorite ﬁritar was John EKnittel whose books were
republished in Hungery in 1956. I still reed then in

the old editions. I read "Gone with the 7ind" in en old
edition since this was not published by the Communists.
Tphis Gone with the Wind became the most nopular book

of those yeers hecesuse it wes attaéled by the Communists.
After that everybody wanted to read it. liost of the
other books were straight Party line propaganda. It

wes not worth while to buy a book from 2 present day
Hungarian writer. However, the old writers were very
rmieh liked, particulhrly lMoriez, liikszash, Jokai and out

of the noetz Ady.

I listened to the domestie wvadiorstations perhaps an
hour a day on the average. I was interested in the sport
news, in dance musie, in the so-called technical pro-
gram &nd in dperas.-re could zet jazz oaly on the Voice

of Mmerica, YWe had & radio set at home,

Concerning Huhgarian news we listened most often to
Redio Free Europé. It sald many unrelieosle news. It was
really shocking what Radio Pree Burope 1id. It incited
to Revolution not directly but indirectly. I heard it
several times, that the Radio Free furope said that once
th:igyge will come and then we will give you help. Out
of the foreign stations I 1iked Vienna most beceuse of

its good musicel progran.
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There were people who corresponded with foreign ocoun-
triee. Then again the athletes visited foreign coun-
trics and spoke pretty much about the 1ife there. it
soaebody had Bequaintances in the ministries he gould

lsarn meny news through such a way.

The Hungarian newspapers wore utterly unreliable.
Nobody helieﬁed_ih their political oolurns. Their po-
litieal news could be checked through the Veatern radio
stations. Then again, tre talked to students who had
visited the Soviet Union and deseribed the real Soviet
paradise.

Vo, there were 2 radio stntions in Hungr » both lying
the mmmexw sazme way,

Yes I reed 1t iﬁ 1856. It wes zood. The Hetfsi Hir}ap

and the Ilivelt Neb was good too.

Everybody agreed that the system was no good. In other
rcepect people were in a lethargy. The every-day living
wes nost impartdnt and there was no tire left to be

well-informed.

The Soviet Union started the war, but America wanted
war too. The Soviet Union wanted to get control of
uranium mines in Eorea.

It was & bluff, lerai Tibor wrote & book about it but
nobedy believed it. Now he is in the Vest and is re-

writing his book,
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(101) We learned about the Berlin riots in June 1955 through
the foreign radio stztions.
(10n) The Free Burope mentioned the emigre ectivities, but they

were not interesting.
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Hungary neells a very ;sreat change. The calﬁnialeuonﬁmr

has to be aboliched. The T SZ CS system has o go. The

one~party system should end and the country should live
without foreign interference,

Nothing, excebt some culturasl schievements.

The 2-party syotem is the best.
People should be free to orgenize nolitical parties,
however, we should have two strong politicel parties.

We shoulfl have democrztic free elections.

Yes.

Very mueh so. :

It should be ﬁﬁfmittéd to oriticize the state, however,
1f there was u Communist minority end that would try
to s&botaga, 1t should hot be permitted.

Yes.

Under those circumstences that existed in 1956,

e need experts in theé ministries znd in the lesding
positions., There should not be any 5<year plan., To &
certain extent there should be & canitalistic produc=-

tion.

The large plants should be nationalized but the smell
oneg should be restored to their former owners. There

should be & sound competition.
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Under e certain sigze, ¥e8.
Yes, free trade is good snd useful.

Yes, for axﬁﬁple, tobaeco and slechol.

Fetlowlization should be kept according to the sige
of tae factdry.

S.cte plannihg is elwaygq senseless. Tt should be abo-
lished right evey, |

For exahpie,,raligihn is one field where the state
should not interferg.

If the Revolution triumphed Hun;ary would have been a
neutral country. I, a neutrsl abuﬂtry there is no need
for a large srmy and for heavy takes.

The state hﬁs to ghve complete freedom to the citizens,

free elections and the right to wtrike.

All I know is that the medicel echre of the presént time
is very poor, Ve Tdllowed the Soviet example and dig
not learn from medie:1 science in the ‘Yest. We did not

iport medicine from tlLe Yent,

I don't know how it wes in 0ld timms. Nowadays people
g0 oretty often to movies =nd theatres. It is cheapn,

all kinds of people can #0 there equelly, however,
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intellectuals go more often,

(13) I do not knuw?exactly how it was in 0ld timee. However,
I know that thé food supply was the woret in 195% and
54. Sinee that fime-tnere has been some 1mprovement.
Feople have spent moet of their money on food,

(14v) It became worse,

(15) I think it incressed, et least, aocording to the Com-
munists,

(16) The workers' councils should stey. The trade unions should

be free and should represent the interests of the workera.

They should be free to organize a strike.

(164) For example, an old axﬁerienceﬂ engineer.
(17) lly opinion is the worst =ossible opinion.
(17¢) To zbatixkm abolish them right away and to return to

individual ferming. e need only one or two stete
farms. The Hungarian pemsmrmi pessant is obstinate and
lend-hungry.

(17hn) The kulek should gef ba¢k his land. If the Communists
did not like somebody they called hin a kulak.

(1741) The former large estates must stay on the hends of the
pezsants. Restoration of the church estates would ne-

cesserily lead to feudalism.
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{17,1) No opinion.

(17m) They should stay, but under the management of the
village.

(18) The ohurch should rot interfere with the affeirs of the

stata, shodld not interfers with politice znf should
not represent any power.

(18a) Yes.

(18b) No. |

(18c) Yes, out éf the téx mcﬁnj.

(184) The sohicols of the ehurches shauld be restored.

¢18e) Teaching of religion should be individual eccording to

everyhody's will.,
(18f) I would send my childrem %o church schools,; my experien-
ces in the state school were very bad,

(19) Every rarty member should heve a chanoe to work, sven
the former Party leaders. Huwefar, they should not be
tolerated in leading positions. If the former Party
members are good workers and talented pmazeX poeople
they should be promoted. The little Party member should
stay where he is.

(19e) Everybody wes & Youth League member. Nothing can be ﬁona
with them. They should be free. The Youth League se-
cretaries should be judged the same way as the Party
secretaries.

(19f) The members of the AVH should be interned for a while

end after shat should get a freedom to work or they
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could be rﬂsftieJ in the Soviet Union.

(19g) The everage pnliuumah should stay on his job. The lea-
der's of the pniiae 8hould be judged the wame way as the
banis

nfd people. I am talking on the Wwsw of my experiences
in tre Revolutdon. In those times we sew that the peesent
boy Hecame a uuiiaaunn and wanted to do his duty but
did not want to fight for the ragima.

(19n) 2 ¥idds of paqple fought against the megine durin; the
Révolution. One w&a the oppartunist who wented to use
the ﬁavulutiun for his own purposes. The other one was
tie aincers type who saw that the regime cannot be
continued. Such uinperﬂ people should be tfetxm left

vhere they are.

{20) lungery suffered very much as the defending bastion of
“he ‘est. Even in tﬁe timeé of the Tartaws and the Turks.
“n such a way Hungery contributed very much to the
peaceflul develonment of Vestern EBuropean Culture,

(21) Yes, there is o Hungarian néticnal cheracter, however,
I could not say an example of 1%,

{Elﬁ] The sustoms of the Germans and the Hungarians differ
very much.

(211) Th: Hungarisn is an individualist., The Russian 18 not,
This ies a greal difference.

(21le) Tes, the Hungerian intelligentsia always belonged to
the Western civilization, The Hungarian intelligentsia

was always apart from the Slavie life.



(211)

(22)
(222)

(221)

t23)

(23a)

(24)

(25)
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1 don't know.

I do not havé a #leer picture on that point.

There were very gfehf economic inequalities in Hungary
héfure 1945,

I don't know very much about thet gmet period.

Hungery has = right to get back a1l her territories
she Beld before Trianon. Them the Rumanians should stay
in their own folk costumes and they should not be

~@assimilated to the Hungarians, However, they should be

faithful to the Hungarian state.

The 35lave trieé to influence Hungery all the time.
It ie @iffioult indeéd to get alcng with the Slave,
except the Pollsh people. There is a pesceful co-
existence possible with the Austrians.

A mxmi¥ emaell state should be neutral. It should

keep friendship with all the large nations, including
the Soviet Union. But it should be besed on a complete
equality. A small state shnﬁld trade with a1l the other

states.

The Russians are not & bad people. They use their brain.
They are forced to live under a Communist syetem. It

is pearticularly so with ﬁhe Wwhite Russians. During the
Revalution we met llongoliens. It is difficult to call
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them human heiggsJ
(25e) The feeling towerds the Russians remained slways the
same. It i did not change.

(26) Marxism 1s en idealistic theory which cannot be rea-
lized. As = thpur; i1t believes in & complete equality
of people and is ﬁg&inﬂt hgtred. As a bed point it
wante to 11quidai:5 capitalism.

(26g) We never knbr'whaf . the Harxism waa. The Stalin-
ism ie something else. For Example, Lukacs Gyorgy is
a liarxist and he was a damanat end peartieipated in
the Revolution.

(26n) Demoeracy means human rights and the abolitéon of
kEiER cleses differendes.

(261) I don't remember that time.

(263) Tito is an upwartuﬁiﬁt?practical politieian. He cennot
be well described in such terms as liarxism or Demo-

ﬂrﬂﬂr .

(27) Rational Communiem Aoes hot want to follow the renlin.
Howrever, Gammuniﬁm is Communism. One Communist is read,
the other one is pink.

(27e) Comunism end patriotism cannot be peconciled. A good

Communist must be & lioscovite.

(28) The situation would have changed under Negy Irre. He

was not a Communist but a patriot. He would have put



(28b)

(292)
(29b)
(29¢)
(294)
(29e)
(29f)
(29g)
{29h)
(291)
(293)
(29k)
(29,1)
(29m)
(29n)

(30)

(30)

(31a)

(31p)
(31e)

HO. 217 "A" INPERVIEY SHCTION I JK p. 66

aside the Gﬁmmunist princlpleg ond would have inmproved
the econofile conditions.

He would have remained et the head of the goyernment.

Bad.

Bad.

Bad .

Bed.

Bad.

To a certain extent it is good.
Good.

There is no such thing as kulék.
Veres FPeter, good.

Bad.

Bad.

Bad.,

Good.

Good.

The Ghristihn Democratie Party would win in a free
election.

It is difficult to say. The old leaders are unecertain
in their Tature. Nagy Imre is the only leeder.

LEEE »
Less,

Leas.
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(31f)
(31g)
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(32)

(33a)
(33b)
(33e)
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(33g)

(331)

(34)

(35)

(36)
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Less.
Pair,
Less.,
Less,
Less.

Less,
Ilerchants and trsdesmen were better off.

Interests coineide.

The sane.,

Their interests conflict. They have thcir own problems.
Thekr interests coincide.

The same.

The Balne .

The Soviet Union is denserous in every field. The
United Stetes would have brousht nany blessings, par-

ticularly in economic field.
Unly those Hungariams would fight in case of a war
who are in leading positions, such as the AVO people.

Hobody else.

Iy opinion has not changed since I left Hungary.




(1a)
(1e)
(14)
(le)

(2a)

(3)
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The conversation is useful in the form as it is,
ﬂﬂ beware of the AVO people.
You will get honest snswers,

1 think the inferviaw covered all ﬁha'fialﬂs-

I intend tﬁ return to Hungary in the ofse when Comrunism
is finallf liquidated, This night be & question of ge-
verel years. At the present time I would like to emi-
grete to America where the possibilities for studying

are the best,

No remarks.



