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( om fugais 19, 1957, end the following daye, I (the interviewer) was
gupposes to have an iztorview with an Hungerian former or his wife in
St. George !lotel, Brecklyn, ¥ew York. Thay ware the orly paople
available tiere for teirg interviewed. Whem I arrived in the hotel
at 2:40 p.m., they wers not at home and I couvid mest trem only at
about 4:40 ypm., at thair dinner table. After I duly explained the
purpose of he interview, the man was porfectly ready to start it. I
errengsd with thﬂ% to get a room for inte-viewing. The man, how=
ever, insis:ed 2kwk or lsving ths intervisew in his hotel room ccempled
by the whels fimily, ma:,wife and two children of about six and five.
I egreed as I considerel it necessary to bo obvliglng towards respondenis
in any possible way.

Alreadr in the esrly part of the interview responient remariced several
times that mevers bhe ctuld give referred %o :::g;: that cartainly ars
very well kaown in the United 3tates; he, a2 simple peapant, would not be
abls to add anrthing. 1 explained to bim thal “::?rnnah was !mown
sbout the Ravolution sni conditions under Commmnist rule in Hungary, the
purpose af he intervier project is exaetely %o find out how fer the
Epﬂtut wns correct. I added that the interviewing of several hux-
dred recently nfrived Hingarian refugees aimed cxactely at this. After
this we wea’ on, but zoon the respondent asked snother questioni why was
exactely hes chosen for bheing interviewed? UMy isply was thal we were glal
to have her: an Hungerimn farmer, because meny people ¢of other occupations
hsve besn laterviewed alieady, dDut there ware very few if my farmers among

them. He siil) objectel that there must Do other people in the Hotel 5t.
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George wio cxrpainly could be mich more informative then he, Eimak, I
had %c exzplaln in dmxe turn thet presenily no end his family members were
the only refageae in the hotel vho would raomain for emough dsys for com=
pleting our prolect. Ve were azein able to advence & little bit, bat
after shout a little bit more %than sn hour's interviewing, the reapon-
dent ineisted that the interview shounld not e continuned. He reforred
to the fmot thai both he and his wife have parents and other relatives
in Hungsry snd should data given By him leak oul, this cculd csuss them
$srrerised
much harm. Alsd, he added that he felt zmzsdyand too much st homs by the
Communistes znd was efrald of my interviewing about life in Rungary even
in America. The only 5hing he waats 1s to0 bo laft alene with his family
end have a Job to cere for them.

I did my best to convines bim that his concerns mm wers ill-founded
and that the organisers of the whole yroject sre the mest cereful nof to
perzit that respondents e idertified by snybody mimdk studying the analy-
gis of the interviews. [ referred also to the fact once more that lots of
peopls were interviewsd slresdy. btut mobody before him refused. All of
them were perfectly convinced by the explerations of interviewers that
their cooperstion is likely to help the Humgarian cause and the data will
not bs made svellable to Communimts or Fellew Travelsrs. Howsver, I was
not able to chrngs the respondent’s mind azd oventually had to stop the
interview. The respondent's conclusion was after the additional thirty

of conversstion
aioutes pharrrefapssdiizs that things he told he considered perfectly
mxiiniy sulllicient %o mmﬁ;m‘pﬂu ard he refused to add arything

sore to his momEe answviTe slroady givens

His wile vas present all She time md joimed her Busband in his re-
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fuosl emd probebly wes for discontinuing the interview evea more
then her husband.

Terafore, the repert of the interview nocesearily is restricted
an follows.)
Immiﬂmpuﬂmﬂfmh;-ﬂltminﬁltmmmu
to the Yugoslav=Hungerisn bordar. Im 1952 terrible conditions pre-
valled iz the towns snd villsges. Hot even bresd was availables for
us. Comiitions wers oo bad that a revolution should bave broksn
out et tiis $ime alrendy. IEut even later things did not becoms
bebter ir fash. Everything waa taken from farmers Ty the State, even
the attic vias searched and swept to find out vhether there was some-
thing to be deliversd. ¥her two mem were in a house, ome of them had
to go awey 1od tako n Job with en inmdustrial enterprise in order to
takze care of the livlihooed c¢f the femily. It wns the women who had
to do every l:ind of hard agrioultural werk.

Deportatiins started in 1962 in the torder ares vhare I livel. AVE
men sppesred in the homes of twenty farmers &t 1:00 s.m. and ordered
them to be roady for being deported after a little bit more than one
bour. They were drivsn by motor cars to the sastern part of the
sountzry, to the Hortodbégy. Ome day I peid two thousand forints for
taxes ayl tvo weeks later I was told to pay the same smomnt. I worked
from early roraing until aight amd could mot make enough money to care
for my Trmily. It was mot Detter with industrial enterprises and
gtate farms. There were two or three bLrigades of privileged people.
Vorks:'s n them were pald well, bPui every other people had the poor-
est wWge.

Fromires were given but nothing happened.
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¥When Sbalia dfed, we f2lt as 1f a stons hed fellen froem ovy hearts. lIvery-
bedy wishel tliat the other top Commmists shovld die after him.

Inre Hagy's first priniership (in 1953) scomed as a rebirih for everybody.
He promissl thet depcrled persons would be peimitted to retura Go
their b= homen, bus very soen RHekosi camo sxd the promise came %o mothing.

We lived along the Murs River very cloas to the Tugoslav border. We
were very wepaful thet reconcllistion of lMescow with T'ite would bring
some relaxation and help for us dut again we became dissprofated.

Events of the 20th Congress of the Russian Commmist Party were beamel
by Vestara ralics. Ve Listemsd to them regularly and those not listening
could hear ths newa from other pecple. Eveniuslly the less important men
in the towa laey chout 1t and =k rejoiesd ia it. I don't know anything
sbout what happened in Posnan.

Iverybody felt that Matyae Bokoei mast go Teocsuse hds poligr led
to complets barkruptcy thet couldn't last long. People folt glad
that he hed to dlsappenr.

In the Bajk funeral. o saw the sdmission of heavy otimec committed by
the Communist rulers and accordingly & eign o a bettar psriod, bdut people
vere dissppointed that mothing imperteant happomed.

Gomulkg's roturan te power in Foland was & chort time before the
Hongarian Rewalution. We hoped that somathing geod winld come out of
it for Huopgery, too. Vs were aware of the feect that where Commmiets
are directing the couniry mo good thinge can happen snéd felt that the
recont ovents in Poland were a good step tovawd the change.
Everytody was full of lwpe brt thers was nothing that could be called a
rsal. turning point and we did mot have sy fecling olther that a big
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change wao imsmiremt.

I heprd hardly :nything about it.

There wers many premises in She Sssbed Flep, the Commnist deily, bub after
previous experiences we did oot trust them.

Ho one.

I can't give an explonatiion. It wes permsmently the same throush years; it
would not have rurprise me rfiould o revolt have troten out in 1962 already wben
there was a hardly supporsalile food shortage throughout the wheole couantzy. The
revolt was like en irresisisble olemental force growa out from hitterness.
People wanted o cheage no maiter what the prics, besause it was no life in
fact we had Zmy %o live. I taliked to seversl railroed wortsrs late ia Octo-
ber 1866, and sll of them told me it was sbeolutely nscesssry that the Russisns
leave the ccuatiy.

I heard aboui dimands formalated in twelve points. I don't Imov ezaetely

what were in them, prodadly we want & better 1ifo and bread.

We heard wvery few sdout shis.

The Communleb redio called rovolutionsries stupid fasciste, but it was a
general cozvietion in our %owm that the Revelubion was made by hard

woerking people vho by no mesas could be considered as fusclsts.

There wero cme ¢r two leadizg Communisto in the tuwn whom threw out everything
from the Town Hell dy the 24ms of the Revolution, but when the Hussians
raturned he threatsaed ths pesple with herd reprossica,

There wers pmssive people wko felt like an ox that had to carzy a yoke.

I 414 not hear sloui eny populer slegan.

I can only tell thet in euwr sown everybody wented the Fussisns to leave the
country sxcept very few peorle who felt content becauss of yrivileges they

s joyed.
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. (T, 1m,m) I don’t know.
(Thie was the point where 1t became evidend that 1t 1as impossible to
continue intervieving because of the complete refusal of the respondent.)
(Rempondsnt was approximately thirty years old snd bis wife was about

the same sge.)




