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I do not lmow what you should know, but I was very glad that

the Revelution started. I hoped that things will change in
I-h:rgar;r,_;but as the Revelution was defeated, I lost hope.

The Hholle thing started on the 23rd of October. There was,
however, an orgarizatlenal period before that,

The last electilone contributed to it, The Revolution started
after Kadar was chosen by the Coomunists. After that event, the
people revolted. Stalin's death did not contribute. Imre Nagy's
premiership of 1953 and 1955 ¢id contribute., (Im what way?)

It mist have conbributed, since during the Revolution Hagy was
carried away b y the Communlats and was accused by them of belng
& Sraltor to his country and of collaborating with the Americans,
The XXth Congress of he XEX Russian Communist Party contributed
teo,., After the death of E‘talin, thinge changed in Hungary too.
The pleture of Rakosi was taken off the walls, And Imre Hagy wss
elected. The replacement of Rakesi rmst have eontributed to the
Revolution, since even the newspapers wrote about him a lot,

The bresking out of the Revolution was the only turniag point

I can remember.

The writers wrote leaflets and anti-congtibutional artieles in
the newspareps.

L85 It could not have occurred gooner or later, because 1t weas
connected with the electiion. After the election of Kadar, the
beople could not baar the Ruszien regime any more,

Once the Revelution staried, the AVH people became frightened snd
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ezcaped from Hungary, sc that the Russians were foreed to send
more soldiers against the Revolution.
The ones ¥ho atageé the demonstration of October 23, wanted to
change the gituation in Hungary. They wanted to get the Russims
ou; of the country amd wanted to givs the reius of the govermment
inte the hands of the pecple inztead of the Russians and the AVH.
The Russisns, the AVE pecple, and pesple occupying important
regitiong a8 well as Tommunist party members opposed the Revolution.
Such pecple who lost thelr political rights, that 15:%11'9 not
allowed %o vote and had no influence whatscever in the development
of events in Hungary were neutral toward the Revolution.
The most popular 2logsye were: 'Down with ¥ Kedar! out with the
Russians] aWay with the AVE!"
It was m_r:if-C:-mnist.
I was in Gybr 8ll the time during the Revolution, except for one
cccanlion wWhen with other young people from my c¢lty we went to
6#3"1' to help the revolutlonaries agaimnt the AVH, During the
Revolution therz was a strike and we did not work. On the 4th or
5th of Novenber, there was a demonstration in fromt of the City
Hall in 9y8r. The neus spreadé that Ovér (¥osormagyardvar)
needed help sgalnst the AVH, About 1C00 young people, all of
whom partielipated in the demonstration, elinmbed into cars and
trucks, carrying arme and smwnition. and drcve to Ovir. I was
there, too, However, we arrived late and the AVH people were
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already in flight. &0, we returned inmediatesly te Gvor.
I participsted only in demonstretiors. Oner we BE held o
demonstratlon befors She priszon of Grer, I zai AVH truels loaded
Hith amoment ond sammmitions. One of the demonstrators. a
lo=yesr old ginxd, Naped on one of the t:mwiks and handed douwn
grecades ond other%munitions nd ervaments 5 the demonstraters.
She was shot by the AVH peopla, I ramember hier funeral. She
'-'fﬁ-hr_:i a very niee funernl,
; took part im the generel strike durding the Revolubtion.
Ho,' f'-'Iutve not .
Ve used to have calendare e¢f the walleg in “he weaving factory,
A friend of mine and I ZREEIEES cut out all “he Russion stars
from the¥ calendare,
The workers' councils had the greabest asuthorrity, IT the workers
stopped working, there wes no production and therefore everybody
listened to what they wenbed.
Yen, there were conflictg, There were people among the revolu-
tionarieg who warded té rob the stores during the fightirg. Others
opposed them,
The Rugsleng %ried ¢o put down the Revolublon, Tighting in thelr
3 tenks agalngt the people.
'.Ho, I den't mow, r
i et
I listened to the ra&i.ﬁﬂ"m he Fonsuth statlion and heard neus
freao the veople.
I did nct resd the revoelutlonary newspapers. but I loow that

i I[-."rl
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thege papers encouraged the revolutionaries, I heard asbout one
of these papers, the lgazgsg.

CRY I heard sbout the fighte in Budapest. I heard that people were
not allowed to travel to Budapest and I hesrd how many ecasualtieg
were among the revelutionaries,

(¢ e) I llstensd to the Kopruth Radio and Rado Free Europe,

(10) Mos® of the Commurist party members deserted the parsty, but as
far as I know later they retwwmed te the party and tried to oppose
the Revelution,

(10 a) The revolutionsries Tirst occupled the radic station and after
thet the AVH buildings (I asled the questicen egain pince the
ansver dld nob seem to cover the question, but the regpondent 4id
not want t¢ anawer anything ela%?}

(10 b) The party ceased to exist during the Revolution and wass being
restored only after ths Revolution was defeated,

(10 g) I do not know adout that, I think they didn't functicn st all.

(10 h) The local FEYE councils went cn funetioning, st least in the
emaller gitlen, lilke in Gygz-.

(10 i} The rebels used the workers' counells te further their own ends,

(10 X} The workers' counells emerged during the Revolution. Amé Zhe
revolutionary m was being founded on the 23xd of
Cettober,

(10 1) The rembers of the wenkers' eouncils were chosen by the revolu-
tionaries themselves. In every factory, in every county, there
were workers' councills, They tried to fulfil the demands of the
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revoluSionaries. The chalrmen of the workers' couneils rsn the
counells,

For example, the norr-sysiem would have disappeared.

Neturally, I think a lot about it. If the situstion would have
changed, 1if the Revoluition weuld have fucceeded, I would never
have left Hungary. _

I think 1%t wes useful., "The fungarian people gained great respect
by h&viuﬁ??ﬂ: courage to fight the great Ruzsian natinnl} The
Hungerian pecple showed that it wanted to b2 free, bdut ig; didn't
succoed,

It eould have succeedrd if the Russlsns vould not have sent more
soldiers to Hungarian territory,

Tes, we expected help, miiitary help nainly,

Inre Nagy was much better than Kadar, T mead in the newspapers
thet he wasn't nearly as fond of the Russians as Was Kadar,
Maleter wag an important military figure in the Revolution,

Dudaz was 1mp%%ant oo, I remember hearing hip name, I don't
remewber, kowever, who he wea,

Firet, stufenta: second, Wwerkers: thisd, intellectuals; fourth,
pegeants: f[ifth, soldisrs: aud 8ixth, irrespongible elements,
Yen, I did expeet then to play an important part in the Revolution.
After all, slmost svery n&ﬁolutian Was nvarted by students.

As soon g8 I heard that the Revolution ntarted that people can
get through the border suzcesaiully, I decided to leave Hungery.

(The curgher does Setm corfusenl i ralbcts ber contocior i Hhe taniyems
L made my final decision after I heard | nessege through Hadia)

Iﬂ SCEMS fame &z‘ ;jg,q. tfwhbﬂ was Madfc, m -d'-{r. veeredl e
Tame Adienture ongl txidiae cham e Aot fer /4;'-:3?:1*5 efrri oo

ther Crossed HKe borden Her deeiion was /rigle serlony rech
fﬁa&'ﬁ{! F-reud ‘.'.'!r--ﬁﬂ'l'r"r ;ﬂ.ﬁ..".;.-"j.} -
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Free Europe fram a giel frievd of nipe who arrived to Vienna and
asked me o Tollow me,

No, I dida'¢ think shoul anything 2lse. I wanted very much to
lezve Bunzar;.

J—— -
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I waufweaﬂrer in a facizory.. After lfaavingmﬁhiml, I lived at
home for a year and a 1alf and hel;%ﬂ#ﬁh?i. end after that
I took a Job in a wesring fsctory.

I had only this one Job,

I was weaving.

L wes Just a wesver.

I held the position for less than a year.

Mo, I was not.

The room I worked In waz a huge roan, equipped with 360 weavj.n'g
machines. About 200 girls and women worked on these machines.
¥e had one overseer for the whole room, This wee only one of
the factory's workghops, g%?ﬁfﬁwem exira halls with spindles,
winders, snd braiders. We made all porte of materials in the
factory.

The name of the ¥l Cectory was the Cotton Weaving and Axrtifielal
Leather Factory of ﬁygr.

I liked my Job.

I liked to work with the machines,

I did not like to work when it was very hot, because during such
deye the yarn dried out, broke easily, and it was hard to weave it,
The workshop where I uorked was eults an unhealthy place. A
certain dust was always 1n the air from the yarn and in onder to
keep the FEHRER yarn frem drying out, woter wes sprinkled from
goove ell the time, The machinery was not new,but not teo old,
elther, The hygzienle conditions were very bad, The workshop
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Was pretty crowded, especially the dresgins room was very crowded.
We worked in cotton coatg, in uniforms, which we kept in tiny
clozets in the dressing rocm. Eaech of us received one uniferm
for two years. Ve wished them every waekend at home. One received
a new coat after two veers. only if cne retuwrned the old one,

I walked to work, it Wock ne hal? an hour from home,

I worked 8§ houwrs a duy.,

Six days a week,

One was not allowed to work overtime, we worked on a norme-systenm.
The legal holidaye were the 1last of May, Ochober 20, one day for
Chrigtmas ol

My pald voeations were 24 dwg becavae I was very young (16).
Ore was punished for lLateness or sbsenteelum. As 2 punishment,
sometimes days were deducted from ona's pald vacations, or else
the vacations were not paild; other times the lunch hours were
deducted from the pay.

L don't rewmeuber,

There was a speed-up cystem, Our supervisors always rushed us.
We had heslth inpurance, peld vacsbionz, but had never any free
tickets for performances.

I worked with gll gorits of people., In the workshop where I
woried thers were only wamnen, except for a few young men. These
young Een were pons of weaver masters, who wanted to becomne

maeSers thewselves, Thers wers no women wWeaver masters. There
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were such women, however, who were worlding-systen transmitters.
They received a fixed salary, did not have to work in the norm-
teach others.

gystem, and their job wasz to
The supervisors were very aaxious to get much work done and they

were always very angry if one of the machires did not work. They
recelved thelr salary secording to the totsl production of the
workshop.

Everycne had to pay zceording to one's salary. The trade unions
provided the workers with reduced tickets while traveling on
vacatlon, and also thay Loelkk eare ufﬂli'c-alth insurance.,

I 40 not know ahout that.

Yes, they did. They did everything in order to hurry us in the
production. They zaid that greater preduction secures a higher
standard of living. Their slogan wast: produce more and you will
live better.

The good cadrves were the party members and people who had geod
cormectiens, By the war., only the party members had good comnections.
The criterion was %o he a party member or to have comnections with
gome party leader and Deing en informant, Such people received
better pey and betiter poplitions.

I do not kwow sbout that.

There ware no such poesibilities,
I did not change Jjoba. The only possibility for me wWas to¥go To

work with my mother. Iy mother was & bartender in a hotel,
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I liked my work and X chose it freely. Two of my girl friends
worked with me at the sane shop. If I wounld have chosen another
occupation, I would have liked to be a hairdresser., I chose
to be a weaver 5EH becasuse This occcupstilon could be learned in
slx weeks., I ecould not af'ford to learn an oecupation for which
I hed to lea.n:]:; longer time, I had to earn money to help my
family, So, the main considerastiors for checeing my profespion
were financial conslderations, that is, to leamn something which
can bring monay alfter a short time of learning.

If I would have gotten the sert of living eonditions I Hml;:ﬁ
I would have helped my moather and would have studied in my free
time.

No, T would not have liked my children to do the ssme work. My
work was very difficult, We had three shifts, which meant that
many times I kad o work at night.

z Cur situatlon was not bad, but not good either,

Belore the war we lived in a village. My father was a farmer,
He received hip land £ran his father-in-law, According to his
;nm he wag a swith.

I felt that we lived In an average way.

Yea, I felt that I wan exploited. I worked very hard, sluways
rushed by the masters., I could not bhe angry at the masters,
either, sinee they were given orders to rush us., If they had
not rushed us, they weuld not have gotten & good pay, either.
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I only started to work in 1956, My faether earned 1200 forints

in 1955.

The dwelling conditions were very bad. We were very crowded at
home, We werc five; a« smaller sister and » smaller brother, my
mether snd father, and we lived in = one-room-:nd-kltchen apartment.
On a Saturday, for exsmple, I had to stand in line for at least
half a day, if not more, %c get some feood. There was very little
pork meat end 1f we wented some pork meat I had to go and stand

in line at 4 o'clock in the sorming) giiven though the mestshop
openad at 6 o'elock.

The avallsbhility of food varied a great decl. There were times
vwhen there was no meat, zt other times there was more, but not
fmswﬁ;“;ﬁ frozen meat. If there waz cheap or more inexpensive
flﬂuqﬂtham we had to stsnd in line, because everyone wanted to

buy flour,

fbout one quarter of the things we bought, we bought on the market.
Othere we bought in siate steres.

It wag alweys the same, exeent that in the zprimg, of course,

wWe bought more things in the marlet. since that was the time when
there were fresh vegeiebles.

I dié not tThink that Hungarian econony was well developed. At
least, not well developed compared with any forelgn ecomomy,
eapecially the Western eowmrsrles.

I de not know about that. I was only bora in 1940,
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’10 e 2) Evea during the war, the economlc situation waas better than
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it was after the war,

The economy after 194 deteriorated. Whatever was produced in
the country in the facteories, the Russians tmkifuthout Daying
any eompensations, Ve had nothing ocut of what we produced,

The MASZEK reemerged cbout a year ago. The privete producers
sold everythling mere expensively, but aise they sold better things
then were gvellable in the state shope.

Actually, 1t wes alweays the same, Nothing c¢hanged for the better
end nothing for the werse., I remenber clearly that even in 1956
we couldn't get rice, but I know that we never got it before that,
elther.

Materlial conditions were very importans., Nobody was satisfied,
Tthere was little food, few clothings,

I thought that I am working for nothing, since Wy Dey Was very low
and T worked very hard,
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I had eight years of gereral school. I went to school froem 1946
to 1954,

I attended state school.

1 went to schoecl only after 1945. In our sehool there were three
parallel classes, Class A, Class B, and Class C. In one class
there were only boys, In another there were only girls, and in

a third there were boys and girls together. I went to the class
where there were only girls. Nobody eould choose to what class
to go, the teacher decided upon that. We were in school every day
from € in the morning until 1 ofelock, and on Saturdays until 12.
Everybody in school was & member of the Ploneer (Uttérd).movement.
I went to this school because this wag the nearest to us, Besldes,
ih 1946, thers were atill separate schools for Catholies, Luthersans,
and Calvinists. My parents sent me to a Catholie scheol.

I would have loved teo go en with my studies.

I would have loved ¢o go to the gymnasiwm,

I wanted to be a professional. But I could not have gone on with
the studies,because of financlal difficulties.

I was a very pood student.

I XX had financlal disadvantages.

Constitutional studies and the study of the Russian langusge were
compulsory .,

I liked physical education, history, msthematies, singing, and

geography .
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Yer, I had,
Ho, there ware none,
Ve did not have it.
No, it wae not.
The Commurists wented te inject communism into the youith. They
wented to educate patriotas.
It was not effeective at 2ll.

They taught according to their orders, All they tried %o do
was to keep the orders in order teo keep their positions,
The children usnally czecaped frem "pioneer" meetings.
All they liked were the axcursions, organized by the Pioncer
Movement ,
They hated the May 1lst demonstrabions :nd the demonstrations on
Constitution Day,
I do net think so,
I do not kaow, I was not affected yet iy 1t,
BefSore the Conmunist take-over my father was a farmer, famning
his own land, JMy father's land was nationalized, From that time
on Iy father worked as a smith,
I didn't like my father's job. Fe worked very hard snd yet
could not earn enough money for the family.
He hed 6 elementary aahmﬂfﬂ,m&r
We had the land from my 5¥K fsther's part, but it was taken away
when my father declined to enter a eclleective.
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I lived about the sam® as others did. I heve o g3y, however,
that we lived much better before 1945 then after it.
¥We were f'ive, a brother, a sister, my mother, my father, and I,
My brother aml sister are at home, they go Lo schoeol., both of
my parent3 are working,

ot honie
Ve li'redhtha Tive of us enly, as I said.
It did not helpt and 1t did not hurt., Those pecple were in a
dissdvantcage whose father was either an officer in the arvy in
the eld regime or in the gendermerie. Those who Were in advantage
were the peocple whose paronts Were old Corzunists and were ime
prisen2d during the previous regime, The "Communiet desesmdantn”
were the hent off.
Ko, I was not.
We were In e very goed relatiomship. We loved each other.
No, I have no® Callked ghout politics, We were not inbterested in
politiem.
¥e, I had not.
¥y mother did not like one of my girl friends and she asked me,
not to sspociate myeel? with her., She went tos much with boys.
Hone of up wan Iinteremted in polities,
We wera all Roman Catholics,
¥We had no difficulty in this either, I d4id not go with vove at =211.
Ve had a goed Pamily life. 7% ig trwm that my pareats auite often
quarrelYed sbous morey matters.
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Ve were very cloze.

I don't knew hew typieal this was, Ve lived very well,

I uped to read a let., I liked o read novels, travelogues and
short stories,

Yes, I waas free to do whatever I wanted with my leisure time.

I think thet in mest places the family tles locsened sfter the war.
Vany famllies lost members dwring the war.

Yea, definitely so. After '35, many small children wers tsken

to day kindergartens. They didn't receive the ecareful edueation
they would have received from their wmothers. The mothers were
buayh'hﬂwevari they had %o go teo werk. omeng
Yes, they changed a great deal., The morals between the young people
b2came mch looser than before,

Y23, courtship and merriege petterns changed. I think that the
mocher had a great rele in this, since she had te go to wori,

ghe couldn't give an afequate education to her children.

(I think that I have startled her with this question. She hesitated
& great deal before anmworing and then answared "ne.") Ho.

There was not,

The Cormmists were less strict in sexual matters than the
guthorities befora,

Yes, 1t changed., I know that before it was a shame to be an
iliegal ehild, while now in each elinlc thers were postern where

it wes written that "to give birth iz an oblipgstion of married

wonen, and 1t is an honor for unmarried ones."
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(16 1) "es., it 414 change, Hefore the war, women dild not have to work,
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whi e after the war, in acquiring egual rights with men, they

wert to iﬁ%;lf Just as haﬁ:’ph#nica} work as the men did,

Yea, I think “hat the general state of morals c¢ahanged to the worae
ir. the laat ton years.

A good examply would be the faet that anyone eould have an
shorciea for 200 forints. (Morals in the language of simple
Eungu-lan people mefer to sexual morals., )

Yer, there iz mach stezling. In our factory, the workers have
v%0len once the par of one of the weavers, on other occaslons
they have stolen from "r.he[ yargi#r; were weaving.

I dec nct Imow agbout bribery.

I do not know ‘glhlﬁ is hooliganism,

I wet 1y closest friendd in 1058, We worked together in the
waving factory, She was the one my mother 4id not llike, because
she used to go too ruch with boys. Che was an lllegitimate child
and did not imow who her father was. Her grandparents took care
of her.

She was & wWeaver at the same place as I was.

She was two years older than I was, ctherwise we belonged o

the same soslal group.

We used to go to the movies or swimning together,

No, we never discuased politics.

No, it 4id not change, except that she is now far from me.

My friend in now in Australies and we K lost track of each other;
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I do 2ot know her address, neither doea she know minse,

(18 g) I value most in frieads if they are understanding.

(18 1) I had snother frisnd wao worked with me in the wiaring fnctory. She,%00,was
two years older and she cscaped to Anstria. Sie ia etill. thore.

(18 1) Hone of my friezds are Commumists.

(13) Ky parente ars tota Homar Catholics.

(19 a) ALl of us Daelong t9 the Boman Catholic Church.

(19 b) As far EX as 1 a2 conceimed, if peopla are roligicus they canrct be as
trremnie egnd despoiic and eo mintelligont ae the Hussiare are.

(20) Tea, Comuunist rule effected relizions 1ife. We hLed mo religlon lossons at
schocl. Poople went to church, bub the educstors trisd to divert the childron's
attention 7ron church., Somehms alweys at the same tims vhen thers were
services in ths church, there was sene free movie performancs in achool.

(20 a) The Chrigtienn were 2ll effected alils. At lesst I low that Luotherans,
Celvindete en well as Catholice were affocted the gane way. 1 do not kaow how
the Jowe wore affected.

(20 1) I thick the Commmists tried to stemp out religion. Oould they have éoms so,
they thonght, they ecould have educstsd the youth for their idems.”

(20 ¢) I don™¢ Imow e thipg ahout the peacs prieste.

{20 £) T whoever was not @ perty member could attond fraecly religious gervices.
Persy mezbers were mot sllowed fo go $0 church end they were even mot allowed
o got marrisd st church.

(20 1) I usually did sttend church services. I could no% go to church, bhowsver,
whensver 1 wam on a night shift or Satorday. Im thess cases I slept all Sunday,

(20 1) Wy smell eisSer snd brcther weat te chureh every 4ime. They wore not sc busy
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88 ¥ waa. IMderly prople want more %0 church, snd people from the country

wont mors of%es than poople fiom the cities. Jleo woriexs went more than

other peoplo.

The Jews did mewer get clorz with the Christisra,

I think that religion im mors importamt to the youth of today them it was

EiXX S0 thuir elders in their youth. Zor ons thing, tho children of IaATE L70
wars not Intontionslly dlverted from rellgien e they ars todsy, and peaple

did 2ot meod wo much relligion before ss they meed it today.

I do sot kuow sxactly whab parté the Church played ia fostaring political
oppoeition, but I belisve 14 d4d quite o Dbit.

Beligious education 414 net coamss sliogether. I kmow thot Catholice were net
alloved bo go o religlous clonses, but I think that Protestentes wers allowsd to.
Gatholies in pecret went ¢o the chuech o the sseristy to have rollgious loscons.
I would have sdvierd him ¢ becoms a2 ecginser.

Ihis ooeupation is good whevsver the yovag man would have gens .

I would kswe told kim Se siudy,

I would Zeve said that $as best off were the AVE psr:lo, thea cemo ithe Cormnzinta,
then the intellectvals, then tha worikere, then the pmsents, apd then tho

othsr neutral paople.

I balonged to the workors” 'group.

I would have 1iked to belong to the intsllecinslas.

Ihey avs the workerxs, the pasganta, cnd the latrllecsusls.

fo, 1t dues net Fapvesent a greas chonge.

slase backgrouved dividee poople very much. he ones who neceuny imporisnt

poslitliona teke sdventags of thelr positions.
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I don't know whether thers was changs, but I kow that everyone lets the workers
feel that they ave lower in rank than the obhers,

I don't think that the minerity grovps in Hungery have suffersd more than the
others.under this regime.

I don't think that they have benefited eithsr.

I do not kmow,

They did not like the regime.

As far as I krow they did not play any special role thers.

Ho, I had no Jewiasl sequalntances.

I 4o not kxnow.

I think they will live &ll right.
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I was very litile laterested in politics.

Compered with other interests, politiecs tock a very small part.

I would not b3 sble to do that sires I was not “nterested in polities.

I wos only 8 jyaers old in 1948,

My father neve belonged to any politicel party.

I did not lika the Communiot Party. I learned about in aeckool. I was not
interested in 1t and I was not interested in amrthing concected with it, as for
axarple in tho Pioneer Movement or DISZ., I was a mexber of the Flonser Kovemsnt
only to have an opportvaity to plsy games and-haﬁ sports.

I wonld Effhavo chosen (i), that I wes mever infGeresed in politics.

This was a compalslon. Nobody could do otherwine.

Ons of my main grievences was that I was not adnitted to the gymupassium inspite
of the fact that I was a very good student. After the Sth clsas of general school,
people were admlitted to the gymnssium spcording to what politieal viesws their
pavents had. &cever's father vas in comnectien with the perty or a member of
the party was eoligible to bs admitted to the smmesiuvm.

The most important complaints for me were (1i1), (x), axd (xii).

The least igporiant for me vere (vi), (viii), ard (xiv).

The moct important for the intelleoctuvals wave (i1), (i14), and (x).

(vil), (xiv), and (av).

(1), (111), and (v).

Yor szpmple, drioldng brought reliesf., There war very muah driaking in the last
fow years.

The AVE was the Teal power in Hungary.

Tes, thore was Buresusracy. I 49 2ot know how 1t compared with pre-'44 Hungery.

Tniverszity professor went into govermszent services.
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Yo, theTe was mo advantege im beloaging to it.

I do mot think: there were dravbacks.

Ho, I did not baloag.

Yes, I could heve joiusd.

Ho, 1% did not affect my 1ifa.t

The Chalrman cf the DISZ raa the DISZ. He wa3 chosea from among the good DISZ-
mszbors, who were always prasant as meetings and who diligently paid their
momborehip fees.

The Communiste sald that averyons who was e good patriot aad who loved his country
bscane a party member. Perty members and functisnalrus were given agdvaniage
ever;whers,

I do £ not kmow., As a matter of faet I never heard about anyone who would have
left the party. I never heard sbout a party membor who did mot like to be a
party member. I don't thinlk there is such a thiag, "hey have advantagzes every-
whero, they are tbe best off, they receive the bast jobs end thoy receive extra
zoney if they 4o belong to the party.

Ho, I was not. (She i3 a minor, 1V yeoars old.)

The party wes rua by the pariy sceretery. KX He was chosen. (I asked by wvhom,
she replled ehs didn™t kmow.)

I balonged to the mport ciud.

Only people who were good sportomen snd liked spi)rés DLelonged to this club.

Wz were sbout 15.

Sports was its purpose.

I joined as s092 a3 I went to work in the factory. I loved sportes and this

was organized Oy a trazinmer in the factozy.

Foople had mo good opinions gbout the maes organizaticns, And for a good




(7 1)

(7 m)

(&)

(2)

(10)
(10 ®)

{10 &)

Ko. 1B6 ®AM INTERVIEY GUIDE  SECTION G 40 P-4

¥R reason, too: they hed no advantaze of eny of thoss organizations.

They tried to got 2s many members as possible.

The trede unlons were mot bad., Thsy iried to help ths workers.

About 80 percert of Hungarien Comministe beliasved in sommunism. The others
did not.

The Touth Movement, ths DISZ, consisted mostly of mesbers who bad to enter
the movement, but did not a¥ 1t willingly. This should explain that they wers
oot loyal to ths Commmnists.

Everyons foli tho terror.

Whoover had greet JANANKEIER property or riches beforo, or vhoever was sn army
officsr or s musber of the gondarmerie was toriured by the AVEH, .llsu,thu AVH
punlched all the oppasersof the regime,

There ware many who were also soldleres, many wern takem mﬁq";ﬂt:g soldiers, alro
frem big Commmaiste. As & mrtter of fact, s1l hud to be Commomiste. (I think
that the word "recruiting® ie connecied in her m'pd with the army. Thet should
explair her confusion about eoldiers smd AVE. On the other hand. ahe thought

probebly aleo that there were AVH informanta 4a ihe army.)

(10 J) The AVH and the police steod by eash other, This wae & necceselty of their work,

(10 k) The AVH and the perty wers in very good relatlons. fThe AVA hed more asuthority.

(11)

Ho, I was not arrested, nor were say of ny close friends or relatives.

(11 d) Such people wore arrested vho filled important positions during the old regime,

or who were rich befers tha Communiat regime.

(L1 g) 1I heard gbout thoss. I board that the AVH had torturs: chambers under the ground

and that the revolutlonsrises freed tho psople in thess chambere during the
Aevolution. There wee an AVH statlon “n 03'01'. %03, There were torture tools

Wisen
and torture chembers sveryvhers. As—noen-as thess wers eccupied by the
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revolutionaries, the revolutionaries Toumé pictures which showed
how the AVH people tortured their prisoners. I saw a pleture
wWhere a wocmen wWas tortured by a nail ‘nserted between her eyes,
Other tortures were done by water drops, electric shocks, and
80 on, There were so-called rubber rooms, too.

I would t2l1l1 him not to mix into anything and not to complain,
however bad hig destiny is.

Yew, personal conneetiong do help.

Ho, thls does not help,

K This is not eertain. There are alwsye p2ople who try to put
otherg into trouble.

I do not lmow about fluectuations in the extent of the terror.

I think it was alwasys the sane.

The Soviet Union filled a very important role in Hungarian affairs.
Ho, I hed no contact whatsocever with Sovie’ personnel.

In heavy Industry and in polities was the influence of the Seoviet
Unicn most pronounced. In pessant effalrs it was the lesst
pronounced .,

They eannot manifest their feelings at all,

Actually, with no one cesn cne be frank.

Ore ecould talle shout everything freely, except the terror.
There are no sueh ways.

The regime iz in its strongest in polities, and in culture the
weakest.

There were general strikes during the Revolution. There wasz
nothing before the Revolution,
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The univerzity students were the most hostile to the regime,
The Soviets harmed most the workera aad the intellectuals.

The least hontile group were the Preasants, most of the pessants
had everything they needed.
I did not know sbout the Petdri Circle and the MEFESZ,

o
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(1) I received rost of my informations fyom the newspapem and £rom
the radlo. I listened to the Free Europe station and I red the
newspaper of Gygr—-.‘iulm counties; I listened to Kosmsuth Radio

algo,
(1 a) The most Important was the Kossuth Radio.
(2 a) I rvead the Szabad Ep" » the Gyn’r—&opmn county newspaper, the
IM'_'__‘MEM: the weekly called Life and Seience.
o plitite.] auboul
(2e) = re jneve anéd-alse,the new discoveries and developments.
(2 a) I 1liked the mest In the Life and Science “he questions and anawers.

(2 e) Yes, there were wall papers in the factory where I worked.

(2 £) There was not much difference between the wall papers snd the
regular newepapers. They all wrote about Stakhanovists and the
production.

(2 g) Vo, I pever new foreign publicationsX.

(2 3) VFo, I dié nes.

(3) I went to the movies sbout every week,

(3 ) I mesbdsy preferved old classics and foreign £ilms.

(3 ) They were mostly entertaining snd educaticmal £1lms.

(3 ¢) Yes, I ssw foreign filme, too,

(3 e} Iwent to the theater. I mainly went to hear the Budapeat
Failharmerdla coneertz. I 4id not sce many theater ;erfamamem.,{ﬂfﬂ;’;f-

(4) Yes, I 4id.

(% a) T reed sbout 120 a year,

(4 D) T read detective bocks and love storics. I resd the Three
Mugketesrs by Dumss, books by Zsigmond Moriez, I resd posms by
Patori,
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(s5) I listened to Kossuth Radio,

(5 :J Yes. I don't know what make,

(6) I listened to foreign stations, especially Radio Free Europe,

I liked to hear foreign danee musie,

(6 d) In general, everybody believed, more or less, in Radio Free Europe,

(7) Yes, I received pueh information, especially in the faetory or
from meighbors. In such a way I received the news about the
four-power conference in Geneva, During the Revolution we reeceived
news about the Soviete snd sbout gtomie development through Radio
Free Europe. ‘

(8) L 414 mot think any of it to be velisble. About half of what
pecple talked Was true and the other half was not, It Was easy
to find out which wWers the Chings which pecple just Imagined.

(8 e} The mest trustworthy was Radio Pree Europe. But it was very
dangerous o listen to this station. It was not allowed,

(8 £) NWo, I aid not.

(8 g) Yes, I 414, but I did not resd the polities in it, I only read
short storles mnd secme other news then polities,

(8 K) Mo, I did not.

(9) Yes, I think they tried.

(10)2) I @id not think about thet.

(10 ) I éo not knew.

(10 ) I do not ¥now,

(10 4) I tmew abovk it, I thought there will be a var sgain,
(10 e) I aid not mow ebout it. |

(10 £) I ¢id not kmew sbout it.
(10 g) I 61@ not thin: anything sbeut it.
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I would bo sure to change he norm syotem. I would abolish

norm eystem, The apartment corditions, too, should be changed,
apd the pay of the workers ralsef, I would abolish night shifts,
How I wan working in a three-chify eyotoem and this 1s very tad.

I would changs the education of the youth and I would re-
establish religious lescons.

1 do not lmow,

Tes, I think so, They help to keep the peopls together,

Everyons should be free to say anything he wants.

¥o, they should mot be forbidden,

They should not be forbidden.

Yes, I think so. Feople should know what 18 going on in order to’
be able to eriticise thirgs.
chamtmamtmmmﬁodﬁtmmw.
onky talks as if it would govern for the good of the country

and ectually id & traitér %o the people and sells the country

to the USSE, then en armed uprising i justified against the goverament.
The produets chould mot be takem out %o the Soviet Unlon,

¥We receive nothing instead of the products we export.

I am in favor of that. If lsavy industry 1s in the hands of the
goverrment and not in private hands, then such products which are
importent for the country will not be taken ouf from the country.
It i¢ true that owr heavy indusiry 1s patiomalized and nevertheless
the povernzent takes it out to the USSE and we get no recompensation.
Vo, they should remsin in ptate cwmerchip.
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(6 e) Not bed.

(6 e) 1I don't favor state monopolies beeausc the private psopla have
no profiit from it,

(8) I don’t favor it. Planned economy is followed by a rushed work,
SN which results in $00 meny rejecte.

(8 2a) The idea iz all »ight, but not the prectica,

(9) Yes. The state should not interfere ::tga:uily affalrs, but as
a matter of fact,it does not interferc with family affairs even
now, It further should not Interfers with private ownership.

(10) Yes,

(10 2) There should be no taxes.

(10 ;‘] There should be militery service.

(10 e} Everyone should obey crders.

{10 d) Yes, I think @0, if it is not a Commmnist goverrment ,

(10 e¢) Yes, the goverrment, too, has 1ts duties towards the citizems,
o mecure Jobs, to secure living quarters, snd gecure pesace.

(11) It A4 not improve,

(11 a) I do not know how it was before.

(12) There is not too mich sveh opportunity. In Gya”r, there were not
many movie houges and even iiﬁnpie had free time, scmetimes
such movies were p}a;,red ¥hich people did nct like.

{(13) Ko, he does not.

(13 a) No, he does not,

(13 b) He does not .

H&%ﬂ.mamwivmmm@mammmmm
An-the-qmaiity—of-the—-clothes

e )——He-chothes better-—today .

(Ah-b) Bevier-voday.




(14)

(14 a)
(14 b)
(14 ¢)
(15)

(15 a)

(15 v)
(15 ¢)
(16)
(16 a)
(17)

(17 ¢)

(17 e)

(17 ¢)
(17 &)
(17 n)
(17 1)
(17 3)
(17 1)
(17 m)

No., 156 "p" INTERVIEW QUIDE SECTION I A0 p.31

Quantitatively he eclothes better than before the wWar, bWut not

in the quality of the clothes.

He clothes better today.

Better today.

People 1n important pesitions can afford to clothe better.

No, it did not,

There is a.ctuallﬁ more production, but there 18 plenty of rejects.
Thiz happens because of the norm system.

It is the same in all branches.

Yes. There should be no norm systen,

The workers should have the leading role in that.

The workers themselves.

I don't think it is right. The peasaits are kept together and
work together and they don't care mueh about the land because

i% is not their own land. They do not cultivate it as thoroughly
as they would their own land.

They should be dissolved.

The peasants should receive the land. It should be distributed
anong the peasants.

ALl the lands should be returned with no limits.

Yes, 1t should.

Teg, It should be restored to amallholders,

Yes, the estates should be returned, too.

All those should be distridbuted: animrals and the machines alike.
Yes, 1t should help,with machines mostly.

They should be dissolved erd the sgricultural machines distributed

anong the peassants.
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Churches should be completely independent,
There ghould be no differences.
Yes, theyr should recelive financial suppori: in order to faellitste
charity vork by the Churchea.
Yes, they should plsy a pert. The Churches should educate the
youth,
Yes, 1t should be restored,

I would gend them to denowinstional szhools.,
Yesg, the lards should be restored to she Churches.

Vothing should be dene to the party mambers in case the Commnist
regime wevre overthrown.
Yes, nothing special ghould be done to them.

Hothing should happen to the DISZ-membere,

I would send thgm.#ﬁg forced lsbor.
Nothing should happen to them,
Nothing should happen to them.
The most important contributions to world history were the

1348 Revolutiom,the Dézla revolutlon, the 4th of April: the
Liberation, snd the 1855 Octcber Revoluticn., The Hungarlans
did not contribute anything to Western eulture, as a matter of
fact, they are lageing behind,

I do not think so,

o, there arc none. There are only differcnces in positions.
The situation was the same before 1945, as raQ as I know,
During the Horthy-regime had Hungary the best govermment in the
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#Xth Century, I heard this from my mcther, hecawse I was born
cnly in 1940,

Yes, there were important social and eeonmie inequalities.
The pericd tetween 'U5 ond '48 was worse than the peried before
‘45 and efter '48,

Yes, I think that borderlines are Lmportart,

I would not lmow in what ways.

No, there are no such differences,

I think they get aleng.

I do not know.

They get along fine.

I do not know,

I do not know,
They are just XE
not bad people, only hadly efucated.
Yes, as all other peocpla,

L do not think go,

& the same sort of people az we are, they are

o, I have not.

Ho good.

No good then =2ither.

I do not llke Merxism, 7% is full of polities.

I do not lnow,

It iz possibla,

Eefore 1950, at least that 1z how I lesrned it in school.
I do not know.

Wo, they are not.
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I think the situation would have improved. It was Kadar who
brought in the Russisng during the Revelution.

I think he would have remained at the head¢ of the government if
the Rugsgisng had not invadsd us.

8. Soecisgligm is bed, 28 far as I pee it from the Sceialist
working competition.
bp. Colonisliism is gocd, at least a blg pcwer can rely on saneone,
¢, Class struggle iz bad. It happens if the classes do not
understand each other.

d. I do not know what natlonal front is.
e, Imperialism is gocd, Imperialium ig mruch better developed
than Soeisglism st our planarfn ﬁuﬂﬂﬂ?{

e, (’ Does ot appear i Fhe r?:r:rzja,mizn frmfr}rnnﬂ.r'rc)

g. Bourgeoisle is good, bacause it doea rot belong elther to
the good or to the bad, Actually, 1t is everage, medlocre.
h. Kulsk is good,

1. I do not know whe he was,

j. I did not hear sbout him,

k., I 414 not hear szkcout him, either,

l. I do pot kmow about him,
T, She was gooed, she is here in the West. Would she not have
been geod, she would nct have had 4o escare. She was a Minister
in Bumgary.

B, Hindszenty is gocd. He fought Lo religlon.
The Smallholders! Party would win in a free election.

I do not know who would be the mest populer leader,
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&,
b,
c.
d,
e,
.
B
h.
1.

The workers are getiing less than they deserve,
Collective farmers ave getting less.
Smallholders are getting less.

Fulaka are getting less.

I do net know ebout goverment employeas.,
Profesaionals are gettirg what they deaerve.
Party nembers sre getting more than they deserve.
Tradearen are getting nore than they deserve,
Ar¢ipane are getting lesa than they denerve.

Better off were the party ¥ pewbers, snd the worse off the

TEzCa-monbers .
a. Colneide.
b. Colineide.
d. Confliet.
e, Confliet.
f. Comflict.
5. Colneided,
h, Conflicted,
1. Coinegided,
Je Coineided.

I did not feel thet the United States were dangerocus. I was
not afraicd of the United Stetes.

Only pavty mexbers and the AVH would fight for the present regime,

The workern end the peapants would fight agailnst it.
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(36) I did not chsnge my opinions on any of the questions we talked
ayout since I left Hungary.
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I have no questions.

I think 1t wzs very Ilaterenting. You really easled all sorts
o things. (Do you thimk we will get a clear picture frem
the asnswers Lo there questicas?) Yes, I saould think 80, ym.
anked really ¥EESEE @€ aboub ell sorts of things conceraing
Imgary .

I would like to go back to Hungary only for a visit, as moon
an I will beconme a forelgn citizen, that in, a eltizen of the
U.8.4a,

Nof, I would nct know what to suggest.
I sew many pictures of the Reveluticn in fustria, I HGE
myself, but I =12 leofi the;a:;rﬂ;ham.

Yes, I wan.

Respondent received form with the Projzet unddress.
Feece sheet is completed.

The Budget Questionnaire heg been turnad in.

The rospondent seemed 2 it eonfused sbout the whole new
gituation she found herself in. She was never interested in
politles erd hier only motivatleom for leaving Himgary seems to

4'5’;{:;';% exerple of her frierd, who left before her, as well as
the lure of e more intereating =snd beblier life. The strongest
metivation for her escape wap probably the faet that a young

men, whe becsne her fisnmed in hustria, esesped befere her,




