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(1) You should lmow that not a word is true of what the Hungarian
endl the Russlan radios say when they proclaim to the world that

w,l,q ™~ took place in Hungary was a counter-revolution. The uprising
mist be consldered as the termination of the twelve-year old
gubJugation of the Hungarian people by the Russians. The
Evngarian pecple simply eoulda’t take tie oppression any lenger,

(2) A demonstrition was to talte place on October 23 in the afternocn
gt 3 o'elock at the Bem Plaza on the Buéa side of the city.
Sometime between 12 noon and 1 o'eclock in the afternoon, on
Cetober 23, the Ministry ur%tarior has forbidden this demon-
gstration, later this forbidding order wes withdrawn, apparently
because the Ministry of the Interlior har seen that it was
impossible to stop the whole thing. Prior to the demonstration,
university students already were distributing a great mumber
cef handbllls to the population and to thke factories. The
distributicn of handbills took place not only in the eapital,
but also in the provinces. To our faectcry in Sopron, 'miversity
students algso breught a great amount of handbills. I have
received a bateh of these myself and I éld everything in my
power to digtribute them as soon as possible among my fellow-
workers., 1 simply eould not belleve my eyes when I saw these
handbills :nd when I read their contents. I simply could not
belleve that the Savior has finally descended to us. Work was
immediately stopped in our factory, and Communist leaders
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soon after disappeared. Ail this took place in a Sopron factory.
I should like to ask yov not to mention the name of the factory
becsuse I fear that raprisals might eame to my relatives who
are still behind t%e Iron Curtain.

We suspeeted sorathing, and we expected a general change already
after the premiership of Imve Nagy, but especially after Rakosi
was dismissed from his party job. The people discussed the
issues of the day and all seemcd to agree that something must
eome soon, Even prior to Rakosi's dismiZssal, there was an
internativnel falr or exhibition a: Poznam and a violent
demonstration took place there, The workers said already then
that srmething definitely was in the ai~. We were constantly
listening to the broadecasts of Radlo Free Burope and to the
broadcasts of the BBC, so that, knowing the background of the
whole thing, we did not for a moment believe that what took
place in Hungary was 8 counter-revolution. We were fully aware
of the true state of affairs and our domestic ravio broadeasts
were in no way asble to change our views on that.

The Commmists, after 1948, have ligquidzted the leatrs of the
Coalition end our religious leaders (Miadszenty, Grdsz, in am
ignominious way. With the liquidation of Mindszenty, the
schools, too, became nationalized. These schools were up iygil

then in the hamnds of the Catholie Church, After the nationa ization

of the schools, the eduecstion of our children became completel,
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distorted, the Cormunists trying to eduzate our chilidren
canpletely aseonding to thelir own principlea. However, as the
events of last Oetober=November, takirg place twelve ysarms after
the Communists bad taken somtrol, full shoi &8t the Conmmnmists
were pot akbla to win over the Haogiodan youtb, Wa porepgbs did
avepryvthing in our power Lo L=28p 4alilve 1he right and (roper
principles in the mimga of our ehildr», and to lead tlenm on the
eoaet jath.,

Afcer the Connmla’a eopmo ! d-ted tkeie | wwair 1o Hungaoey
they sealed off the Hoog i aa borvises 3With badhod wWire asd with
rinef‘eids. This secoanplished,the Cxramisce elumped doum om
the populat .om with the grsatest tarveir thoat aver took plave,
actording to my knowledge, in world hlsmtory. Hundrerds of
thousands of defenseless people were f'fected Ly thils tar-or,
Sare of them were deported, others wer: Interned, atilil others I
were agptenced to hard labor in the mibres, still othera were
wrongly aseccused by false witnesses, lan and property was taksn
awsy Prom the prosparoas [armers, and oviryvone who was nat
prepaced to bhow to the dichates of the regime was mercilasaly
persscuted, All these setivities usua ly took place duriyg the
night, o the basls of 5 wel= organized and wldely-seattearsd
imformer system., An improper statement:, a slip of the tongue
was suffielent , the AVH people eame in the mlddle of the night,
knoeked on the door, and did awsy with the man.
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Gradually the population cam¢ to lmow the informers, kept
away from them, and engaged in coaflidential conversations only
with the most trusted ones. Aftor the Communists arrested
Mindszenty, they also forbade all non-Commnist politieal parties,
making their comtimuous functiciing sbrolutely impossible. Only
the Communist Farty existed, ard in this party only such people
were aceepted who MG have shcyn complete zeal and devotion.
Members of that party would have been Jrepared to kill their cum
mothers, if neeessary.

After this, the Cormumnigia natlonslized all the factories
and smaller enterprises, proclaiming tle slogan "the factory is
yours, you work for yourself" (Tiéd a gyar, magadnak dolgozol.) .
Exactly the opposite of this was trur, They promised us everything
(eft-£it), st the same time subjugating us and pulling us down
to the greatest misery conceivable. lﬁm't proceedings were
eampletely falsified. TEE Begular ecut protocols and elaborate
statements of eonfessions were preparc¢ long before the actual
ecourt trial tock plaece snd s person’s 1ullt or immoeence was
not based on the actual state of thing , but on his cadre satus.
Complaint, defemse, or sppellation was tompletely impossible
under this system.

Onece the nationalization of factorvs and other industrial
enterprises was accomplished, Coamunis: .jitators and agents
BEX provocateurs descended down upon the rillages and literally
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it wee barely sufficlent for subsistence, let alome for elothing
and cultural needs,

Independent farmers, who were not prepared to enter the
TSzCs, were hit with the mogt horrible kind of taxes.

Land taxes and forced deliveries were based on the golden
erovn (aranykorona) value of the property. Arsble land was
divided into seven categuries, and the corresponding land value
was fixed from 10 to 4C golden erowns per hold (hold is a
Hungarian agricultura’ unit, equivalent to 1.422 acres). The
forced delivery key was hold times golden erown value times
10 kilogrsms of grain.

In practiee, it worked out in the following way: if the
value of cne bold of land was fixed at 40 golden crowns, then
one times 4 times ten kilograms of grain (400 kilograms) was
to be del’vered to a government warehouse in the form of foreed
delivery, for which no compensation was given. To this was
added the land tax in kind, smounting to 80 percent of the
forced delivery, in this ease 360 kilograms of grain., The
rovernment pald for this grain 60 fillers per kilogram (216 forints).
To this was added land tax in currency aceording to the following
key: hold times 10-15 forints times golden erown value. (In
the sbove case 15 times %0 times one, waich equals 600 forints.)
From this 600 the value of land tax in kind was deducted
(thus, in the above case, 600 minus 216, which equals 384 forints.).
384 forints, then, was the amount ot ta': to be paid for one
hold of larnd whose valus was fixed m 40 golden crowns,
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recordedl by the threshing inspectors, became the basis on which
the forced deliveries were later calculated., Many a person in
our village attempted to bribe the inspectors. PBut iafoirmers
were already at work and 36 farmers were ghortly arrested. Thelr
entire grain was confilecated and they '12re imprisoned and fined
in =zd4ition,

Yes, this turding point, as far a8 I could see it, wazs on the
moraing of Cetober 24, I was living 11 & small village near
the city off Sopron snd I commited from that village to the
factory located in Sopron. Ag usual. ! listened to the early
morning FMEEDMEY broadeast of Radlo Budapest. The radio repea-
tedly breadecasted how counter-revolutlonary bands attacked the
radlie. I proceeded to the factory, bul no one worked there.

Ve all declared that we were not golng %o work for the Russisns.
The Cormmunisat plant direetor, Fal Koveca, held an assembply for
all the workers and tried to paint us - very rosy picture of
the futyvze; he tald he krew, and he war Peady to adnlt, that the
Rugalans were aysteratieally explélting Huyngary, he sald he

was aware of the many injustices MR conming from the Hungarian
Communist leadership, but he asked us “o remain calm and to
continue our work, that the system wes 2oing to change,there
wouli be no more AVI Interference and 1o more persornel section,
that the norm would be abolished and woges raised, that large
famllies would recelve additional asslr Gonce, that the other
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political parsles would be permutbted Lo raoume their funetions,
ete., ete. We refused to permit him to continue hip speeeh,
saying, we have haé enough of Communist lies. ¥ Thereupon the
plant director, the party secretary, and other leading Communist
functionaries left the plant. 1 Wwent home and jublluntly tolé
my femily that the revolution was going to win. We suarted
collecting food for “he Insurgesnta. Evoryone rejoiced, We were
certein of vecelving asgletence from th: Wist. We inex quite
well that Hungary 4l¢ rot possens snbi- in weapons. WVilversity
gtudents of Sopron nsintained = steady contaet with unlversity
students of Budapest and raported whaterer occurred ther on
mimecgraphed sheets. Ny nephew, also a2 student, info:med me how
the Budapent d83 students keep 2 comstant wateh over lveding
Commnista in the Budapest Cormmnist Ha -ty hesdquarter: .
Writera were extremely influvential, Tho Petefi Cirele wmd the
evening discusegicng conducted thare war: the setual orlginaters
of this whole thing. There were libraries in every villge and
factery, Wniille I have Mﬁ!g for 'he Hungarisn writwrs

in general, I eondemn Tamas Aczel, he @ 2 bldod-mouthed
(véresszmdji) Communist, He wrets a bool entitled Az sedl iegedzik,
Now, that he is in the Weat, he 1s tall nz all the worlé
exaetly the onpomite, EmExﬁmzmz other “iriters with backboas, who
knew quite well that if they misiesd th: Eungarian people,
Hwngery a2 3 nation will varish from Uh: face of the sarth mas
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will beeome = Soviet eolomy, Rakosi, Gerd, and others like them,
were pecople who spoke Hungariarn, but they were aetually Russians,
The conference of the deans and studerins of the University of
Szeged lnpressed me a great dezli. The points they emumerated in
their demerd actuslly became the dasias of the Reveolution. News-
Papers were carrylng this good news from Szeged. The same thing
happened in Bwidspest, WMiskole, Debrecen, snd Sopron. Universitil
ttudents end teachers were im & state of ferment, and they IGEE
were core free ©o act than the rest of the population, because
of the autonomy grarted to univorsities,

The peasentry and the workers wiore not able to purchase any of
the produeed items out of the vwaiges they recelved for thelr wori.
Ve were not able to purshage such thingz as shoes and elcthing,
vie were not able to malntain ev:n the rinimm standard of living.
The aversge factory imcome was 200 forints per menth., This was
barely sufficlent for food for che workerii himpelf, let alone
the rest of hip family merbera. I, for instance, was paid 2,56
foriats per hour, I was required to move for this money 10,000
kilograms of materlal per hour. My siftustion was exiremely grave
because ny cadiv shoet contained many itens of informatien which
put e in an unlsversble light. I served in the Hungarian army
before the war for a f'ew years, I did rot have a leamned trade,
from 1945 ©111 1948 I was the proprietor of a restaurant. During
1948 they took the restaursnt ansay £rori me. The polliece came and
“hey literally chased va ouf of our own property. I went to work
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te a lock faetory. In this fectory, Just 3 in innumersble othewr
feactories, the workers were coppressed by tho ilmpossible norm
eystem. The regime pald a eertaln amoun’ of money for a given
quantity of production. We were emecursied to raise our production
in order %o be sble to earm more momey, A3 soon as we d1d that,
in a few wesks' time a new higher norm would be introduced ané
that would be nemzeforth the stardard,

fnother of cur major grievarces was the impossibility to
change joba. Algo, cestzin catesories e reople, such as former
gendarmes, forwer actlive army ofilcera, “orner professional
goldlers, and former white-ecella: weorkers weare foreed to perform
the hesviest type of wozk at a vory low wage. These were the
so-called "B-list” persons (bellissdsok). liot only wes one not
gble to change one's place of en loyment. he road to advancement
wlthir the faetory was equally closed., Party activieste andd
EFIE brigade leaders (brigddveze:dk) were our foremen. Our
workirg comditions were no less cppressive. I, for instance,
was obliged to shovel 10,000 kilcgzrams o coal per heur. The
eapacliy of ny shovel was 16 kilogrems, oven though the law
limited this to 10 kilograms =t *“he most. !hen we eomplained to
the Party seeretary, hia amswer was! 'hose who are not able
to do 1t will drop éend."” ("Aki nem bir'z, az megdéglik.")
While we perforned extremely hezvy work under very unfavorsble
elrcuetancen, our foof supply wou very lesper and ¥ quite 11m:ltnd.

Duxing: 1950, for ingt mee, I, a2 u heavy workers, received
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5 éeksgrama of meat per day. Tha¥ regt of “he workeru received
even less than that., Our roren;’n constont ly BNE{EEECIVENEOEE
i agitated uﬂ t0 work more and harder. raying that all wouléd
be better In the future, We did not bellieve a word he sa2'd,
The forenan 4id not worl, except oecean’ nally for five to ien
mirmeter, when he intended %o shoy us if- speed, and yat he reciived
15 percent more that we d44d, an® he also pectielpated in premium
payments .

Ag i all thim opprezalon l:ad not beon enough, e ware
obligad to offer ten percent of our yearly Wages for p2ace loane
at a time vhen we dld not have cenough money to purchaze foor
for cur fanilien. On on2 ocemmion I refuned to offer anythaing
for this purpose. In about a wenkls tirme T was summarily dlsmiiged
from my job. Wa were in the middls of o vary celd and pevere
winter and [ went from ;ﬁtium tc Pilate cormlalaing, tut all my
activitiee in this resgpeet were ‘n wvaina, ILuckily, the plant
director was trancferred and anclther director came in his place
who 414 not nmow of my ecage, Ap a rvesu t. T was reinstated
after & fow wonbhs. Haturally, [ had to par %ﬁwmu lean
retroactively and hoth the part; seseretaxy and an AVH egptain
warned me, saying I had better L2 more coreful In the future,
or else they will tawe me sway viere I will naver seec the light
of the day again.

(3 b) The syrtem collapered o 2asily :n it 414, because thoze in
cherge and iz eontrol themeelver saw hew he people were
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conatantly sinkiny and how the eountry wes E:i_:gloitaﬁ by the
Russizne, Hungasy meceived only the tranh, i&g all the frults
of our labours gZoing %o Rueela.

People everywliere rejoiced, Hven hefore the demonstration was
staged, the Communiset govermmient "ad ordored That the nines be
removad from the eoumbry's Cront! 8. iz 2lso means a great
deal to us. Ve were shedding terrs and va vore arying,constantly
prayirs that the Revolution shouli suececd. The children came
homy frem sichool and Ghey tore thair Rusnlaon Hooks o plieces,

Ve would have liked %o enbroce tiiwhole vorld st that moment.
he Comurists have ZBI fled, Ruriian eiviiiang zone home,
factorles vere talen over hy the Jorkers’ ccuncils. Ve dexmanded
that “he institutleon of the party sesretnryy anf of the persomel
EBY gaczticn be sbolished., Wa further denanded that politiecal
priscnarg and these whe were accvied of rtecling be immediately
set frag, The Commmist's power -f repirience colladsed within
morenia, Same of the blue poliesisn immodishely ehanged Thelr
wniforme for civilian elothing sni beecamw axhiremaly hunble.,

In Soprom, on the 24th, all he fecioricn ccaged produeing.
Alresdy cn the belom-noon of thr =23rd, valverzlsy studenta
digtributed lesflets listing the (EFESZ poirds. Soom alter the
distribution of thote leaflets, 12 productlon was characterized
by a conplete slow-down. Alread:; on the 250 a r E:r:e Efma:
Cormmiste left the plent. Ther: were no {iits andyno blcoodshad

in Scoren. ¥e tors doxm the Comr nists Lrsipnisa, the red star,
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the red flag, and we also demolished a status, erectsd in honor
of the fzllen Russisn soldiers, Meambers of the AVH were present
at all these activities, but they did nct dare to do & thing.

In fact, some of ther czme over to our ride. * few of them
actually partieipated in the demoliticn of the ntatue, actively
helping in the operation. The AVH barr cka becane eccmpletely
empty. University studsnts and dblue policemen were waiching over
the streets, in all the Tactorles the wcrkers' councili were
quickly crganized, the politieal partie:r: <the Socl:l Lemoerats,
the Pessent Party, the Smallholders' zixw the Barankovice forces
beesme reorganized sgaia.

1 don't kmow of any oppositicn. Everyoie was foreed Lo axpress
his opinion. If somcone had dared to oioope us, he mwat probably
woudd have been beaten to death.

The AVHE déid not exist any longer. I covld not think o aryone
else being noutral., Everyone econtributcd to money and lood
collecticne. As I now remember, there 'as one police oifiecur
who refused o contribute anything., e Tled from the city and
came back only after November 4.

Among the most popular slogans were: Musslans out, we aie not
going to work for the Russlsns, at last we are free, Commnist
controls should c¢esse, political partisr should be reorganivzed.
The revolt wam decldedly anti-Communls’. it was against the
whole regime, In cur estimetlon, anyon who wanted to remain
Commnist was campletely free to do so, provided, of course,
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that the govermmert of the country be bzsed on a coalition, where
the Communist strength muz: not exeeed the strength of their
actual following, I g convineed,not tCo many Commmunist would
have remained., Meny of the Commmnists themselves came completely
ever to the side ¢. the revelutionaries

The uprizing ha¢ the effect of turning r2ople into a joyous trance,
people beeane intoxicated with 1t and Th=2 force of this elemental
tide carries everyone in an irresistible stream. It was sinilar
to what orcurs on a good noccer match, where everyone enthusi-
astieal’y shouts: geal! Hare, too, evaryone acted as 1f
poszasied by one will, The VXX big Comrunists, such as the plant
direc:or, party seeretary, anl cthers, vware an exception. They
fle/ Tor their lives. The plant director went ascross the border
aryl rmained in Auvatria for a woek, wher he eventually retuwrned.

I don't know of any reactionaries. Thelr partieipation would

rave heen completely cut of the questicn. Everyone thought of 2
terms uf,f%‘:ﬂ”:;eﬂiredm freecon only, nct laznd or some other naterial
goodn .

The Ravolution would huyve besn vietorivoz, We have won¥ anyway.

It was the Suez Canal question that tvrid the tide, The Russians,
encouraged oy this Western vieclation of Hgipt, decided to come
back to Mmgary. At =y rate, 1f we hat woi, Maleter eould not
pessibly huve remsined Mlnister of Defaise, Vor would we have
tolerated any of the cther former Cammrlsts. We workers would
not have spared ary one of them. WMaletor's Huncarian conseience
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the Russian comander, the Russisn commander promising not to
shoot at us if we do not provoke him to do so.

There were inmumersble instances of desertion among the Hungarian
troops. Many a soldler came back to my owmn village. The frontier
guards also sbandoned their duty on the Austro-Hungarian border.
They not only did not HEEEXEXX hinder the refugees from crossing
the border, but they actually supported them, ssying that they
would be coming themselves.

No, I 4id not.

There were no organized demonstrations Ln Sopron.

Tes, I EESIX participated in the strike. I dld not work from
October 23 to November 20. Nor did anybody else.

Yes, I did, I was actively engeged in =ollecting food items

and money. We went from house to house and everyone offered

what he could. My wife Il and I even considered offering our
%wo pigs to the fighters of the capital. '

I participated, with some 5000 other pecple, in the destructimn
of a Russian wgR memorial, which was erccted in the center of
the elty. The policemen were standing “here, watching us
demolish the statwe, but they didn't do a thing. As for ourselves,
we didn't even think in those dsys that one could possibly die.
We were algso instrumental in removing red stars and red flags
from the publie buildings and from the Tactorles.

university students brought a large quantlty of leaflets to

our factery arcund 10-11 o'clock in the morning of JEE October 23.
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I took some 25-30 of these leaflets from one of the students
and distributed them =mong my fellow-workers. I agitated &
the same time, telling them that thie i3 our chance, our oppor-
tunisy to finally get back our freedom.

I was not a member of a revolutionary covnell. In the factory,
younger pecple got elected, and by the Sime I got home to my
village, a revoluticnary courncil was already electdd.

Net appliezble.

Ther: wag no such thing as HEE one heving grester., the other
less autbority. It wasm a unitesy (egyidzes) revolution.

No., Conflicte or disagreements were oul of the question. The
Sopron revolutiorary cowmell sent a delszgation to Imre Nagy,
One Thing we disliked in Imre Nagy, nooely, his failure to
declare 2 gerneral mobllization . We expocted such orders sny
moment. There wes & regular ;EE betwern Hungary and Russia.,
We acted as cne. Am in arn, snd waimly embracing each other.
These atudents were children o:t'rwurkerrw' families.

I did not have comtectswith ﬂ*‘imtm. I met my felicw-workers
frequently ir the fectory, and my nephew, a university student
whonn I met often enough, iaformmed me of what went on in the
students' clrcles,

I did meet the Cstholic and Lutheran clergymen in the village
on Sundays apd occasionally on weekdsye, Our ehildren received

relizious Instruction there. 1 had no direet comtact with the
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revolutionary counells,

There were no Russian soldiers in Soproa up until November 4,
After the seeond wave emeircled the eity, temks occupied
strateglie positions on the main roads s0d asked everycne passing
for identificstion papers. Our passes cre numbered sccording
to zones and districiSeis. Those whose papers were mariced

No.2, were permitted to go on thelr way. all the others were
chased back. These who attempted to cross the Austrisn border ==
it lay not very far awey frem up -- and were caught: by the
Rusalarg, had thelr identification papers stamped. All these
unfortunates, if they did remain in Huncary, were arrvested later.
Theze Russians were looking for the Sueoz Canal, Actually, they
weren't Russisrs at all. Wamy of them did not speak & word of
Russian. They had repulsive faces and hrutal features, with
dog-like heads, And they were nll extrimely yvoung, between the
ages of 15=-20,

Koresn students rejoiced with us, and they sympathized with us
fully. They spoke Humgerian well and ey were fully aware of
vhat was goinz on.

I never came in combtact with these people, mor do I lmow mueh
ghout then,

I heard reports of one Russian ccmpany Jeserting and defecting
to the rebels in Gygr, I also heard of Russian tanks goimg over
to the rebel ferces in Fudapent.
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First of 3ll, I listened to the rafio, T'oth doxestiec and forelgn,
Then we had trucks moving back and forth frem Sopron and Buda-

- pest, supplying the capital with feold., These firueks arrived

every howl. Also, students vers pomet mes employed am offieial
messengers, who went frem one lceplity “o another,
We received newspapers only later, around Nowvember 1. AT that
time, an airplans threw dowm a preeat quentity of s Budapest newn.
paper. Unfortunately I E no lcnger remcuber the nane of the
newspacer.
For lmstanece, 2 truck was disatched from our factory to Buda-
pest. It earried scme of our products Uc the capltal amd brought
back some merchandize o th: plaat, %he driver of the truek
and others who went ulth him related to i how they were not able
to eross by way of the ¥arzlt Bridge, bosause a tremendious crowé,
marehing o the Ber Plaza, thronzed arnd treamed down that way,
campletely bloeking the way, Thzy told s that stwients and
soldiers nnd officern., snd veorwen and children partieipsted n
a nassive demonstration, singing Fetoll 1 limextal poem, the
Talpra magyvar, and rippiag to boisz and Tuming red flags. They
told us how the erowd streamed o the a7 :tio of Stalin, and how
the 15-meter high status was denolished. Uiey told us that oaly
Stalin's boots were left inmtact. am 1if Tor .rony.

On O8tober 23, in the sfteracon, we . latened te Gero's speech
on the radio, But we had no idea that iicthtiag brole cut in the
capitel. The only thing we notlzed during tha speech waa the™
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umsual thaing thet Gerd sbruptly broke his speech, or that it

was inmterrupted, by someore in the studio, As the truck proeceeded
on its way back to Sopron, these people Murther related, thay
drove threugh Gyér, where everyong was on his feet, having meen-
while leamed of the Budapest everts. 7 he truck stopped agaln

at Ceorna and Kapuwzr, spllling whateee: information they had.

Az ﬂnaypm&eaﬂed through our villnge, avd later to the clty of
Sopron, avound 2-3 o'elock in theo morning of October 24, they
shouted and swekened the people. telling everyone that Budapest
wag on Fire snd sdvising them t+ imedli-tely stop working.

Ax I later lesrred, the unirversity students of Sopron Were
well informed of the activitien of the J'uiapest studeats aven
before October 23, They have helf a ganeral student meeting
a day before, on the eveaing of Jetober 22. On that meeting
they sxpelled Cammnist stwizts from Lhelr organizations and
decided to print and éistribute leafle@ir. whiech they actually
d1d during the morning of th: followlng dey, N October 23.

An far as T wes concer;ed, iowever. :nd inmmersble otrer
workers snd villagers, our first authentic knowledge of fthe Buda-
pest upriging care to us from th» reports of these truckdrivers.
We listened to the vadio practicaliy every nmimute of the day.
For the first four o £ive nights I wap not even sble Lo sl2ep.
We liptened to both domestie =nd foreiyy statloms, partieularly
to the Hungarian broadessts of Tadlo Five Furope amd the German-
language broadeasts of ladie Vie ma.
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The radioc was the most lmprrtant mediurm, the statioms I mentlioned
under 9 ¢. Newspspers wooe The least Important.,

All govermment snd part. ipatitutions ‘n our area eollapsed auto~
matieally, becauge thy Commmigtis lmmedlately abandoned a1l their
positionn. They kmai that they were ir no way qualified to do
what they did and tivy fully realized thet there was no one with
them or for th-il.

411 Commyist-@irected institut ome disintegrated. The towm,

the vi‘.age ecounell, everything.

The party disbanded immedisvely, They imew what great injustices
sney inflided upon uvd.

The uniformed blue pollee ceased MNmetloning., Former policemen
donned civilian clothes., The maintalsing of peace and order
became ithe sole responsibility of univeveity students sad of

the rovilublionary wWorkers'! eoun:ils.

The AVE collepsefl completely, 'le never o70L heard of them

any more, Omee thare came an cmouncerent Uhi: everyone should
report nemes snd vhatever compliints they may hae sgeimmt
individusl nembers of the EVE.

The courts were disbanded, TPeriing court vroceedings vere
gtopped and sentanees not yeb erecubed ws:::-e“ orderad held in

Army unife stationed ia the ecivy came ovelr ﬁ% to the ivhels,
The only exeeptions wers high-r nkj."lg politieal officers. Tiese
fled irmepdistely. They wers oo /ar fopa » they did not dare

ghest their fsees to the poople; eppeciplly hﬂr what happoned in
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Moesormnagyarévar.

There were none of these 1v Sopron.

These councils collavsed, too, Thelr fuaetions were teken over

by the workers'® ccrncils,

Churches continved. =2 alwaye,., The prierts gave us encouragement

EM In thelir sermons, at the ssme time -iminighing ug te he calm

and peaer.2l and to steer clear f EEIN I8 cxtremities and of

atroci.ios,

Ty.y used none,

+he revolutlonary workers' councils were 1> ones that emerged

during. the revolt.

Workersz " counclls sprang up in every eatern ise. They TFE were

elected through secret hallot. or the @lection a minimm of

70 percent of the faclory worker: had to be present. Bedire the

electicn The assernbled reople nainated hem they considered

worthy of thelr trust. I, tec, "ominatel 170 young and honeat
Bo# w2 gL g .

workess. of then electﬁfjrﬁ; coaneil, Eguth, horesty,

and leadership were the qualities e souvhi,

Cnce elected, theme councils beeame the supreme power, both
BEEER afministrative =nd legisla:ive, in the elty or villsge.
They FFIEIIBA effected 2 number of necasiey correctionsz in the
afministrative orders issued by “he Communist regime; they set
people froe who were vnjuatly held in prosons they made sure
that the cadre sheets werz destroyed; 412 avolished the norm
systen awl were in the proeess o establ s ing a system of just

wages. Thay re-establishad, in prineipl., the worker's right
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to freely choose his place of enployment. The eouncile were
autonomous and independent ir their loeal sphere, while at the
same timall they received direetives fror the county councils, who,
in tvrn, received thelirs from Budapest, iz an effort to achieve
some minlmum of coherenee and standerdization, The university
students and other intellectusl: had = lLicn's share in 11 thoese
aetivlitizs.

There would have bheen a eoalition govermment, representing on

a proeporsional basis those five political parties which funetioned
betueen 1945 and 1047. This goroermrent wr:ld have ojerated
within the framework of a free rmnd indereniont Bungary. The
MASZEK wyuld have heen reestablished and th2 armaments XITEENN:
(fegyvericezés) would have been >duced.

Yee, my Tamily amd I think sbeul the Rerolution very coften.

How good it would have bveen, Af we had hesn able to retain ocur
freedon.,

I think 1Lt wea very usaful. The Western world, which we curselves
knew only partially, would have ramained corpletely ovt of reach
for cur :hlldren, who would hav: grown up !nowing only things
Rusnian, Alsc, the Western nations convenisntly assumed thai,

am fex a-r@ﬂam soncerned, we are doie Jor as people, that

we no loazer existed, And how ilsbtalten ware they. We, Hungarians,
have a cmmbturies-oid unerasshble Sraditliom of freedom. The Czochs
are am extirely dliferent peopl:. The Zervoisns, on the other
hand, syimpathiged with us. I /astrias saf not been sz meutral
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country, then, I am certain, everything would have turned out
quite differently.
Not only could it have suceeeded, the Fovelutlon actually wss
succesnful. If it had not been for the second Russian wave,
the Cormmunists would hever have regainc Mp«l‘er in Bungary.
All ¥he other subjugated nations, witnh the exceptlon of the
Czechz, would have followed our example.

it is not Hungarianms who rule Hunpgary now, it is Hungarian-
spegking Russlans, relying on Russian wezapons, who hold our
country under away. There 1s an sbsclute Russian dictatorship
in Hungary. What gees on in HAungary tciay representzs the darkest
slave-trade eplsode of the XXth Century. PBut that millions of
people wire thus traded into slavery, this, indeed, 1s bheyond
my limitad comprehencion. We expeeted Tast Germany and Poland
to rise simultaneousily with us, or shortly after us, and we
EXPECE expocted that, had this taken plsce, the Russians would
have beeon impotent <o deal with suech @ 3ituation. But the whole
ceme go unexpeetedly snd, ar & result, it came so without
organizaticn., We lmow quite well how grest and deep =nd widespread
the dissstisfaction of the Fussian people 1s,
Yes, we cxpected help from the West. Vory much so. Every day
we expected the Americans. ¥We expectsd American and English
parahrocrers, or, f21ling that, the lcrut we expected was that
these g?cnrr would drop us enough weapcrn, espeelally enti-tank
weapons, of which we had none. We expcocted the West to openly
teke our side.
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In Huingary -- an agricultural nation not yet indwtrislized —-
ERE agriculture was so badly mismansged and agricultural productiong
sank 30 low that we dld not have enough food for our ownm population.
The Torced deliveries were beyond corp:chension, leorkers toiled
for hunger weges at a forcefully aecelercabed produrtion tempo.
What eventually erupted was prepared i1 a long and painful
procass of fermentaticn. The provess ' o slow Leciuse it was
imponsible to organize., The thought m:tured on an individual
basis, or im little groups at best. BEv: it was rmpe, It mdad
only the pushing of a3 button and the millions of intividuals,
all eady individually for years, suddcnly united anf initisted
an irrezistible chain reaction. The Hingarians coul: never stand
foreign cppresgion. PFumgary's history Gostifies to that. We
of thls gemeration, ¥ too, would have nreferred to eumﬁﬂ our
lives in freedom, but, unfortunately, I'ungsry is very ladly
loeated geographieally in today's world,

If The United Stetes would have supported us, as shy did
othe: naticns, Hungary would never heve hecome Communist-iontrolled,
IT in a greve mistake to assume that poor economic conditings
(nincstelerseg) inmevitably leady to ecvmmism,
In 1953, when Imre Nagy proclaimed his July-program, we all
recelved his program enthusiastically. But Imre Nagy 4id nol gay
a word sbout free elections, ard he riralned silent EEER
rega’ding the cozslition parties. We ccnnldered hig govermment
to be a puppet government. We did not hHelieve him and we could
not “rust him. We lmew that whatever | he Hungarian govermment
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may say, it says it on Russian orders. Ve knew that the Russians
saw themselves forced to retreal somewhat, to allow cevtain
concessions, because about 10 pereent o' the Hungarian population
was 1n prison. They saw the need of ma:ing one step backvards,
One or two weeks sfter Nagy proclaimed 1@ program to the iation,
Rakosl began hindering amd boyeotting 1 2 exeeution. Those ho
have opened MASZEK gtores, following 12 v's bld, soon saw thev
being elopad agsin or, maybe worse than that, the proprietors
were 30 heavily hit with taxes that the v continued existence
elearly hecame lmpossible,
The leaders of the ecalitiom parties we e Importamt: Amna Kethly,
Zoltan Tildy, Cardinsl Vindszenty. We 111 wanted Mindszenty
for our leader, Irrrespective of reliz ous alleglasnce or deno-
mination, everyone in Humgary admired :d adored him, ILajos
Ordazz wap another important persomali? -,

Maleter used to be garrison commar er in Debrecen. He was
a big Commmmist, 2 big party wheel, he "zs a great "pullder”
along the party lines, and bhe was extroely amxious to introduce
and @stablish comumnism within the arny  When at the Killien
Barracks, he saw the bloodskBd snd his ‘ungarian consclence moved.
Bu!:1ha could not poszible heve piven & contrary command under
the circumstznees.

Kiraly == I don't know him at all. I never heard of him,

Kovago -- he was in jall, I know., 't ome time he was the




Ne. 155 "A" INTERVIEXK GUIDE SECTIONR L} p.29

Mayor of Budapest. But, 1f le sccepted sven the smallest offiece
under the Commmists, then bu is a no-good adventurer. (esapmivald.)
I say this,for he helved the people's snomies.

Aezél -~ I mever read mmy of his books, His boold m
negedzik was widely recd, apd sven a mov.e was based on it.
Aezél's gullt lies in bhis willingness tc clothe coammmism in
acceptable garbs, thereby propsgating =2 regime and system in a
presentation whier he knew wan not true. He was a traltor to
our eountry. Now, safely in {he West, > takes exactly the
opposite viewv. As a big, intelligent writer, he should have acted
differently. He should not have tried ¢ idealize and poligh up

w‘hdfu basicilly was untrue and s lie.

lwcaes -~ I doa't know him at all.

T1ldy == he was a former president of the Humgarian Republie.
He was sone sort of a minister, I thin:, in his private life.

L don't kaow muech about him, Tildy is gulliy because he failed
to inform § us in 1948 zbout the plans h- mew the Russians had
in store for us and for our country,

Iudis -~ I never heard of him, (Inierviewer here inter-
Jected that Dudds was a Transylvenian Hungariam by origin. This
is wh:t respondent said to that:) Trasasylvanians were the
greatest Communiste. We had three of thom in our factory, end
all three of them were devout Communiste. In our village there
was another, This, toe, was a great Communist, The wife of
the villags counecll pregident was also = Commmist. It was a
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general poliey to ilmport aliems and to put them in leading
positions, Local people would never have accepted assigmmerts of
this lkind,
I would put these in the following order: 1. students; 2., workers;
3. soldiers; 4, youths (young workers )

There were no I lrrespomsible elecments., Everyone lmew
pmuinelyduﬂ?t he wasg Tighting for,
liot only thst we expect university students to aet as they €id,
3l we were positively convinced that they would burst into that
sort of activity at the first chance thet would come their way.
These young men were cducated and skil{vl people, they lkmew the
gituation more than snyone of us did, 21d they also knew how to
breaikk the ice,

Ve did not think much of the Fetofi Cirele. We thought it
was a Commnist bluff, just as the Imre lsgy program of 1953
was a Commnist bluff. We figured they Jould let this EiSEE
cireur go on for a little while, only tc hit us even harder after
that on our hesds. The freeing of Mindr zenty had a far greater
signifieance on all of us than anything >lse. The whole nation
sat in a gigentic prisom for the last i 2lve years, and Mindszenty
remained the living symbol of cur never- :nding struggle as well
a8 a nymbol of our hopesg and expectatiocr: for the future.

‘mre Negy and Maleter spoke entire’y in vain. They had no
following and they should have beer ejoc ied from thelr positions.
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The decision to leave Hungary was a very hard ome to X make.

I loved my fatherland very much. I was out in Russia in 1042.43,
I have seen what it really looked like. While in Russia, I made
a vor never to leave my country. But I agitated very stromgly
against the Commmists during the Revolution and I was very
active in the distribution of lsaflets and in the removal cf
Commnist symbols. I had to proteet my family, I made my final
decizlon on November 20,

I sympathized only too openly with the ievelution. Also, I weas
not prepared to live under communism ans longer. I was in the
Revolution with my whole heart and with my whole soul. I did not
even dare to belleve and to admit that 1o have lost it. I kept
on thinking that the United Nations would reverse the situstion.
No, I did not discuss it with snyone, =icept with members of

my ilmrmediate family.

I di¢ plan to return to Hungary, while ln Austria, as soom =z
the Fussions withdrew ¥ their troops. Iven there I continued

hépirg.
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I started working and earning momey in 1938, I began my
.‘iﬂ‘lltﬂ.al ecareer as an unskilled laborer in s textile IELX
YEEOEXEERE dyeing plant, I was drafi.d into the Humgarisn army
in 1940, spent some time on the Russiar front (1942-1943; and,
remaining in the amy even after my torr- of duty ended, I wss
finally diseharged in March 1945, Afier my discharge I lived
in a village (please do mot idemtify tl: village by name).
(Interviewer's note: the village was ¢ medium size, population
cea. 4000, located chout 4-5 kilometerr from an industrial town
in Western Hungary, adjoining the Aust: >-Hungarian border.)
From 1945 to 1948 I owned and cperated i1 thriving tavern-restaurant
in this village. In 1948 my establishrant was nationalized ¥ --
We were thrown out of our owmn property r«itheut any compensation.
In 1048 I again became an industrial lisorer, Joining a factory
that produced all sorts of locks. I werked there as a galvanizer
and metal grinder, I left this place : 1 1952 and joined a
textile Taetory, where I worked with or 2 interruption unmtil
lioverber 20, 1956.
I consider myself an wmskilled factory worker and farmer.
Right after 1945 I mad good monsy in ) tavern-sestaurant.
As time went om, however, my taxes kep® on inereasing until they
becane unbesrable., I was not able to 3y and, one day during
1948, armed policemen emtered Iy businc s, took a complete
inventory, and chased us all out.

My next employment was at the lec: factory. Iy Job there
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was to grind and gelvanize various mmbtess . 7n2efals,

I was 2 metal-grinding worker.

I held this positiom from 1948 to 1952.

No, I was never prometed,

The fastery was of middle pize, employing sbout 300 X people
in a one-shift operation. We made loelm, doorhinges, ornaments,
stoves, ovens, pots and pans, snd eertain construction metal
pleces. We had a siZable export to Indis. .
See Q. 2 e for factory astivity. I don't imow whether 1t was

an effieient operation. I imow we KEE! had plenty of orders.
Soon after the Koream war broke out, a large shipment of ours,
eca. 32 freight car loads, were semt back to us., I don't kmow
where These goods same back from. At any rate, the plant management
wanted us to unload and to lubricate and to repack this merchandize,
after regulsar working hours, without any compensation. EJEE They
asked us to render our services as a sort of seeclalistie work-
offering. I was mot prepared to X do that and, claiming reasons
of health, I asked the plant mansgement to permit me to quit

my job. My request was gramted. I left thils job and sought
ernbloyvin el

m. in a textile faetory.

In the textile plant I was a steamer. I% was my job to stean-
treat semi-finished weolfen goods. From here I was transferred
to the dyeing section of the plant, but did not stay there long.
I was told that my cadre was very bad and that, as a consequence,
I could not hold respensible sssigmments. I was transferred
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to the outdoor yard-party, working as a loader and unloader.
This was an extremely heavy work and the compensation for it was
very, very low. In the production section of the plamt, 16-year-
old girls mede cea. 30 percent more than I did,
(2 b) I was an unskilled lshorer.
(2 e) I worked from 1952 to November B 20, 1956.
(2 d4) I was never promoted. Ta the comtrary, ! wes demoted because
of my cadre status.
(2 e) It was a middle-sized plant, operating in three shifts, and
employing about 600 persons.
(2 £) The plant worked very efficiently. It produced woollen yarn
goode from raw wool imported from Australia. The Plant worked
almost exelusively for export to Russia and, as far as I know ,
at a sizable prefit to the plant. This plant was a subsidiary
of a Cerman or Austrian concern and its products were of very
high quality. It produced very thin and very fine yarn. I must
ask you emphatiecally never to mention either the name of the plant
or the name of the Austrian mother plant, because I still have
relatives in Hungary and I don't want to cause these people
any herm, should the information I give you ever come into
Commurist hands,
(3) (Job deseription here following has to do with respondent's Job
in the textile plant.)
1 did not like this job at all., I stayed there because I
eimply eould not go amywhere else,
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Plants in Hungary were categorized, a,b,c, and the wage scale
of the workers depended on the category of their plant. Our
factory was a "e" eategory plant amd work in it was very poorly
pald.

I had an incame five times larger when I worked as a grinder
and galvanizer,

Working comditions were very bad and work was extremely hard.
Iy work ecomsisted of loading and unloading coal. My hand shovel
== everything wass done by hand -- had a capacity of 16-25 kilo-
grams and I was obliged to use it even though the law limited
such operations t0 a maximm of Ten kilogram liftings.

“he technical niveau was very low, As far as hygleamile
considerations went -- we very cbliged to stay im the open and
work whether it rained or smowed. The plant was not crowded,
except for the executive offiees, where 60 people performed their
various tasls. Before the war, these offices were mammed by
T people, The offices were very crowded indeed. The plamt
equipnent was very obmolete. The quality of the finished BEEHE
expor: products was very high. The yara we produced was a
m:tmufhﬂtmlimﬂulanianartﬂitté matm ealled
nia, whieh came to we frem Italy. Goods:it this jedme for domestic
consunption had a BEEIEEER ratio of 3C0/70, those to be exported
ranged from 50/50 to 100 percent wool. Batween 1948 smd 1950,
the factory was completely in Russian hands, as a former German



(3 e)

(3 r)

(3 8)
(3 n)

(3 1)
(3 3)

(3 k)

No. 155 "A" INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION W LP p.36

asset., and during that period a Russian direetor and Russian
inapectors supervised every activity. After 1950, the Russians
resold the plant to the Hungarian govermuent.

I commuted by BF bileycle, The distance [rom my quarters to the
plant Was eca., 4 kilometers. I spent sone three quarters of an
hour on a round tripy

My regular work pericd was me a day. If we had freight
cars to ualcad, I frequently/as mueh as 72 hours uninterruptedly.
It oftien happensd that five of us recelvad the assigmment of
unloading ten freight ears of coal by haw! shovels. While NER
unloading this, we were required to thros the coal to a distance
of 8 meters or more with shovels that tool eca. 16=-25 kilograms
of eonl. T We received 16 forints per j»erson per freight car.

I worled 5 ézys a week,

I did work cvertime very often. I was a0t pald for it as over-
time, but received 16 forints for the unloading of one freight
ear of coal,

Yes, [ think we had two legal holidays, November 4 and May 1.
Yes, we had 12 days of paid vacation a year. This was the
basie unit. Each contimuous two years at the same plant increased
the vasation t:ﬁ one additional day, up until s meximm of one
month, I think.

Yes, of course. The plant manager had 3 'much longer vacation
than had the masters (mesterek). These, in turn, had longer
vacations than the rest of us.
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Yes, very much so. I one wes late five minutes, he did not
receive pay for that hour, If this happensd more than onece,

cne X whole day's pay was deducted and orz or two days were talken
away froem one's vacation, There were pecple who lost a whole
vweek of thelr vaecation this way. It all depended on, and was
aceording to, the decision of the plamt nanager.

Yes, there woere a mumber of such changes; th&e changes consistad
in newe changes,. What used to be ealled norm was renamed time-
wage. Time-wagé in twrn, was rebaptized to plecework-wage. The
nemes changed, but the essence behind it 51l was that the workers
received Jens and less pay for harder and harder work.

The erphasis was zalways on speed. There =ve %m saboteurs --
they used to say -- who do not want to urderstand the admonition
of the Five-Year Plan. Speedups continuc! to be emphasized,

very often even to the expense of quality. Pro@uction very often
rose ¢n paper only., At the end of the yesr, 1f this bookkeepling
manipuvlation was discovered, the respon::ole ones were arrested
end inprinoned.

1 eanrot speak of benefits. My job brought me only the greatest
of migeries.

1 did have medical ingurancs, they deducted a high percentaze
of my wages for that. If ome became 111, he continmued to recelive
his weges for a year, 1f necessary. If one became sn invalid
ag a result of an on-tlework accident, E! he received a compen-
gation proporticnate to his losses. Ther'e Was a woman in our
ractory who suffered a nervous breakdown s a result of her work.
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She received assistance for 18 months. After that, she had to
come back and was forced t» resume her previous task., If someons
left the plant out of his ocwn volition, without the approval

of the management, and secured himself amloyment in some oter
Place, and got sick there, his sickness assistance was reduced
by 15 percent. If one felt sick on the j[¢b, and went to see

the doctor, more of'ten than not the plart: physician did not
epprove a siek leave. It happened t0o me =2 mumber of times that
I was sick and had high fever ir the morming. By the time I

got to see the doetor, late in the afteimoen, the fever subsided,
and the doctor did not admit that I wae sick. Days like this
were simply mot paild or were deducted fi1vin one's vacation.

These were disgruntled and IENii§ fed-up and disillusioned people.,
Among them were holders of certificates of maturity examinations
(érettsegi), former technieians, former army officers, freed
immates of Iaternment camps and former gendarmes. Thelr age
varied fram 30 to 40. All of us were cormidered wnreliable in
the demoecracy, for one reasen or another, and we could never
hope e¢f receiving responsible positions.

Our group leader was a2 Communist. He war very strict. We often
ssked him for ralse but he always replied that democratie raise
must te eamed. I once ealled his atterdiion to my five ehildren,
pleading with him for a raise on that score., His rude reply
was: "Why did you make them." If we s:&’ auwtomalmm':lub
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easier, or if we had an idea to retionslize our work methods,
and 1 such change would have required a little material to e
aceomplished, our requests were immediatcly rejected.

(L e) The circle of friends was very limited and closed., Even among
friends, one never discuesed polities, limiting the conversations
to discussion of work preblems, This changed markedly shortly
before the Revolution, But even then, we never discussed politieal
matters, FEXINEXFEE in the presence of our brigade leader. This
gangater dlsappeared during the Revolution.

(b &) Hot befors the end of September 1956. VWe imew there was an
extennive informers' system, and we did not dare to. We were
afraid,

(4 e) Yes, there was a great difference in trestment, Party ¥KE
members received much higher psy, they were assigned to respon-
gible positions., Irrespective of their sbility or qualifications,
they recelved such jobs as warchouse mansgement, scale operator,
assitant master, ete. If you find anyons who claims to have
been a master [NEIBEHFETE (mester, English equivalent master
craftsman), you may be dead certain he wss a party nember,

(4 £) T was also & member of the trade union. lNembership was tied to
one's relationship to work (munkaviszony)., a Communist phrase-
ology which meant that only members were permltted to work.
Membership wes foreced. If you were not o member, you were out.
Later even the SZTK benefits were tied to union membership.

If you we re not a member, you had no hospitalization insurance,
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nor monetary assistance in time of siclness. Union TXE dues
were 3 perecent of one's pay. This was later reduced to 7 forints
per month. Unions were not independent. ns they should have
been. They were an arm of the govermment and their polleies
thifted with shifting trends in the goverrment,

Yes. Unions were independent between 1045 and 1947. After that
they became part and parcel of the goveirmment.

Yes, there was a shop triangle. It comsmisted of the party
secretary, of the plant manager, and the chalrman of the plent
committee (dzemi bizottsig elndk). I don't know too much about
them, I was too far removed from the plant offices.

There were many operations in the plant which were rot rational.
If we propoaed to rationalize some of the operations, but we
needed some lumber, for instance, to brinz them sbout, our requests
were always refused,

Communists, among themselves, decided who the good cadres

were. The stuplder the man was the betier opportunities of
advancement lay ahead of him. Those who consistently overproduced,
the Stakhanovists, were the best liked. No one in 1y group
possessed These qualities.

I den't know of any such ones. But that The plant manager was
an AVE agent, that is a sure thing. The chief of the personnel
section was ancther AVH person. These people noted and recorded
everything.

1 (5) There wasn't any poseibility for changing jobs. If someone
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had a serious accldent, or was known to be physiecally unable

to perfor: his job, them, he may have ha¢ a chance to change
Jobs. But it wes impossible to change jobs on a voluntary basis.
If someone dild leave of his own free volition, he received

15=20 percent less pay at his next place of employment. This
was a sort of deterrent and punishment. It remained in effect
for from one to three years. There was no possibllity for
further on-the-job training either.

I would have remained a restz mtaura:taur and tavern operator. I

enjoyed immensely the company of peuple end, while operating my
tavern resteurant, I was alwzys in the cirele of gy = and l!.:.a::].:f:-;r

o —

people.
If I had all these possibilities and the freedom of cholce, I

would aspire to secure for myself a family home. I would devote
all my free time fishing.

Definitely not, All our plans ealled for the education of our
children. The life I led was definitely not suitable for either
Tfounding a famlily or for meintaining one. We realized, however,
to our great sorrow, that the edueation of our children was only
a dremm, a wish, the realization of which was entirely out of
our reach. My ceadre status was a very had one.

Until 1943 we lived reassonsbly well, Between 1948 and 1956

we were not sble to mecure even 50 percent of the minimm living
standard, This was true even though my wife worked also at home

and on the farm, together with the children. We also kept some

i
-
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livestock. Even that was to no avall.

We bought three bedsheets during the last 12 years. I could not
buy any clothing at all., I received a working sulit from the
factory. I wore this sult not only while at work, but at all
times. During the hardest and coldest of winters my children

did not have shoes. One pair of shoes wer used by two, and
sometimes by three of them. One child wore them during the
morning, the other in the afternoon. They were lucky that schools
were conducted on two shifts,., We did not have coal during the
entire winter.

o, not at all.

Exploited I was, that is ecertain. Every feeling of mine imkiicated
that to me. As to your question, who our exploiters were, the
regime itself demanded the ransom from the people, it was the
system that extorted from us every bit we had,

By exploitation I mean a system where people do not receive
just compensation for work performed. VWhere they recelve far
less than they justly deserve. The exploitation on farms
conzipted in the forced obligation of the peasant to deliver
goods he produced at no compensation.

1947 —= 20-25,000 forints yearly.
1952-w= 14,000 forints yearly.
1955 -- 10-11,000 forints yearly.

Vhile st the lock faetory, I received 1200 forints a month.

In the textile plant I made 2.56 forints per hour. My official
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norm was unloading of one ton of eoal (10,000 kilograms) in an
hour. NEE¥ ¥y base pay was 560 forints pur month. Thip rose to
800-900 with the extra unloading of additiomal frelght cars after
regular working hours at a rate of 16 forints per freight car.
These figures reach their full significance only if rou
realize what prices were in those respective years. To give you
just one exsmple: in 1947 ¥iE we paid {5 forints for one me:er
of velvet msterial == a year when I mad2 over 20,000 forints.
In 1956 I made sbout 10,000 forints, and the price of velvet
rese fram 25 to 100 forints per meter.

(7 b) I had a very low pay. But there were people who received even
less than I d4id. Som? invalid workers received only XEEE
L00-500 forints a month. This was sboul: the wage of factory
cleaners also.

(7 e) In steel factories, people who performed the same type of work
I did, very often made as mmch as 40,000 forints per year.

(7 &) I alone worked,| Interviewer's note: by work respondent considers
work done for someone else, for which some compensatiun
actually 1s pald. His wife's work at home and on the farm would
not came under this eategory.) My wife worked at home and on
the farm. ZEven my children (8-10 years old) worked with hoes
in their hands during the surmer. They did this in order to
give us same help in that bhard life.

(8) Respondent filled out a Budget Cuestionnaire.

(9) Dwelling conditions were extremely bad., The official Communist
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progran proclaimed that large famillies would be helped in their
i e m:ing problems., The reality was that they took away from me
qi%w business and house (my house contained a comfortable apartment
beside the restaurant) and they put B us in a b by 4 meter hole
called living quarters, to which a 2 by o1 meter kitchen was
added. We lived there, the seven of us. One bed was occupled
by three children.
Either my wife, or one of the children, spent 90 percemt of the
day. waiting in queues. The village had five stores before the
war, Now we only had one store to well over 2,000 inhabitants.
On+ had to weit for bread and meat. Lard was not even obtainable.
Later we didn't have bread or flour either. Between 1948 and
1956 there was no butcher's store in the village. Before the
war we hed two butchers. After 1048, meat was brought to the
general store of the village from a nearbdy eity, in very small
yuantizlies and at irregular intervals. Feople often sat in
front of the store from ¥ 10 p.m. in the evening and all through
the night in the hope of getting some meat the following morning,
T4 poon turmzd out that the store 41d not have enough meat
avallgble, end only the very few at the beginning of the line
receired small quantities. The rest had to go home empty-handed.
communist leaders, on the other hand, never had to wait in
1ine. They went into the store through a separate entrance and
pleked up the large packages already prepared for them.
The service itself in stores was equally misersble. You
eould not express a desire, or a preference, for this meat, or
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that cut. The operator handed to you something, and you could
take 1t or leave 1t. More than once ¥ w2 almost broke our hearts
at the sight of bonez we got from the =tore.

(9 b) I didn't notice any varlation. There just wasn't anything

available,
(9 e) There Wwes only one piate store. There vas a marketplace, too,
in the villege, but there was ncthing or the market. the

elty, state stores wers a lot cheaper then privately-owned tnes.
We, in our cwn fanlly, produced such things a8 vegetables,
onionn, tometces, ani other thirmgs on cur fields. We did not
have to buy there Tthinga.

(9 &) No, there was not much variation. Excert that the smount of
available goodés becara legs srd less. J/nother change was that
prices continued to go up. I peld for & palr of work Doots
106 forints in 1947. The price of these in 1956 was 275 forints.

(10) Well, let's teke the Stalin works. (Interviewer's notet
refercnce here ig mafe %o the vant indurtrizl camplex at Duna-
pentele, elso known os Stalinvdres.) We knsw 1t was heading
for bankruptey, because it di¢ pot have the material base to
operate, We were not strong enough econcmlecally forr the con-
struct:lon of the Pudspest subwayill systen either, Many millions
of forints were spent for nothing. Vas® sums of money were
throm out Wﬂiﬁdm and the work w:zn eventually atopped,
alter erperte apcerteined and stated the fact that the construction
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was not feasible from sn engineering poirt of view.

No, it was not. The devalomment of the economy was forced and
artiflielally acceleratad. Our country should have based the
nation's economy on our own resources. "'he Stalin works was
supposed to operate on Serblan iron ore, but the intermaticnal
situation worsened and Tite refused to g ve us any ore.
See Q. 10 and! 10 a,
I was a very young man then and, I must: confess, I was not even
interasted very much in polities in thosc days, I was not forced
then to think, and to try to reason out "he roots of all the
problems. because I knew no preblams, T pm not able, for this
reason, Lo answer your question.

I was a soldier In that perlod and, as : soldier, I d4id not
concern nyself with questions of public [ife and intarest.
In 1945, we had the currency reform and {he coming uf}?ﬁrint.
Then came the Marshall Plan, but the Rus:lsns did not approve
of it and they forbade Hungary to join 11, The Russglane wers
afrald, thinking thet they would loose mcst of thelr authority
and prastige if the Harshall Plan 18 ext-nded to Eastern BEurape
as well, kKoet Humgarianz eagerly weleocmcd the Marshall Plan,
After the stsbilizstlion of the currency, the rains of the war
were cleared and a gigamntie progiam of rohullding went under way.
Evyeryone wes elated. But this enthusizs stopped sbruptly after
1948, when the Commmists took coumplete control,

After 1953, the Imre Nagy progran proelas med the partlal
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re-establishment of free enterprises. DBut those who opened nev
gtores were forced to close them after twe-three months because
of the high taxes and because of the lact of consumer goods.
Artisans did not have the nmecessary rav naterials. The shoe-
makers did not have leather, the butche:rs did not have meat.
Most of these MASZEK people closed thel:r shops of their owm free
will, others were fToreed to do so, Cammiapts did this whole
thing., XX I thirk, in order to discover those few who still had
some money to open stores with, in order to liquidate them that
muach mere easily. They walted until peccle opened up thelr
gtorer or sheps and then they took awsy zverything from them.
After the closing of the MASZEK ptores, the future of these
MASZEK people became just a8 hopeless ar the future of everybody
else, Viewing this sad situation, we dii not believe a word of
the Imre Nagy program them, nor ¢id we halieve Imre Nagy during
the Revolution., He was a Communist and ¢ lnmew Canmmmists ought
never to be trusted.

I haven't noticed any betterment of the 2ituation. Frograms
were coming end going. promiges were hocoped one on the other,
but in reality no change oecurred. The price of lard was
reduced to 28 forints per kilogram, bul 1% was not lard really,
1¢ wae 2 mixture of some vegetsble and I'imeral oils, completely
wnfit for consumpiion. The rezl Hungariszn lard was exported to
Russia. If one wanted to buy the real “hing, on the black market,
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the price wse still from 40 to 50 forints per kilogram.

The workere esrned so little that they were not able to cover
more than 80 percent of their basic food needs. Needless to say,
one could buy nothing else but food, The larger one's family,
the bigger his distresz and misery.



(1)

(1 a)

(1 )

(2)

(3)
(4)

(& v)

No. 155 "A" INPERVIEW GUIDE SECTION S LP p.49

I eompleted 6 years of elementary scheol and 3 years of contimuing
school.

My NINl elementary schooling stretehed from 1926 to 1932. Frem
1932 to 1935 I attended twice a week, cu Wednesdays and Saturdays,
the contimuing school (izmetld iskola).

I attended parochial school.

I was & war orphan -- Iny father IXEE dle!l of wounds suffered in
the first World War -- and my mother, le’t alome with three
emall childrem, could not afford to sentl us to higher schools.
Eoth my mother and my teacher desired that I continue my education
end I, on my part, studied earnestly and diligently. But the
question of finances thwarted all our PLans .

Mot appliecable.

The msin objective of Commmnist educatlion was a complete re-
orientation of Hungariam youth, a tralning 3% away from, and
implicitly against, ¥ patriotism, sgalir® love of our Hungarian
fatherlend. Ancther cbjeetive was the slienation of this youth
from, and the imstilling of hatred ageinat, the Western world.

I constant propaganda was exerted :zainst The Vest in
schools, and the Weat was depieted in cuite unf avorable ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ\
7n textbooks, in teachers' lectures and in exhortations addressed
to us during PTA meetings. The West wed full of warmongere,
of imperialistse, and what have you.

Commnism wes completely imespeble of toicing roots Iin the hearts
of the youmg. Perents comstantly agitefed agaimst it. We told
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our children of our ycuth, explaining to them how we used to

live when we were children. We told them of the lives of our
parents -- their grandparehts. We did not have to tell them
gbout owrselves -~ they have seen and prasped our misery and
plight. We are not the barbarians the West often thinks us to be.
We were, in effect, one of the most c¢v. tured nations in the
Cential IRuropean regiom. Our populaticn has a demsity of 80-90
persone per sqguere kilcmeterd -- not 2-3 people as in some
backward reglons,

(k  2) Teachers, the older ones, remained loynl to their convinetions,

(4 c)

even though they occeslomally pald 1lip serviece to ENEEEEKEX
commmnismn by using thelr phraseoleogy. (ke regime lmew this and
tried to counteras:t the situation by ) pointing young and in-
experienzed school supervisors who wer: falthful to the party line.
These supervisors often did not have ~<re than a few monthe of
training.

Chiidren, -- and T zm speaking of our "illage -- without exeeptlion,
reguiarly visited the churches, often :n secret. Religlon was
excluded from the offlielal eurrieulum, hut our children eontinued
to receive religious instrusticn in chireh or at the parish.

The childrern realized fully the anmtagenism between us and the
authorities. They even copled our aeiioms in thelr own IIE lives;
they refused to play. or evem to be coen together, with ehildren
of Commmnist parents,
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(B e) They disliked the constant demsgogy. Every year they were told
to praise different individuals., Onee 5Talin, then Malenkov,
They had <o change their textbooks at least twiece & year. ﬁut
even the children bhelieved the obviouzly contradlictory statements
in the textbooks., In the eyes of the ch.ldrem the regime
represented 8 curious. if not ridieulcun, speetacle, vhere there
was nok stabllity In anything.

They made thelr sechool chorass not hacause they belleved in
it, but because it waes to them an imescnoable necessity. I
If they had some homewerk assigmnment, ©h:y did them in the way
it wap required, knowing full well all 12 while that what they
wrote wes false,

(h £, There uce a constant intemsiffication o :-his attempt at indoetiri-
nation.

(4 h) On the surface there vaz a seeming chan;? of chlldren's attitudes
which, to a superficicl observer, might: 1ave indiecated servile
acceptance of all the poison they were {2d, DBut deep 1in their
goule this forceful feeding bred resen:rnt, opposition, amd hate,
They have seen how 2ither their father ¢ their mother or both
guffered hecause of the system. And who e the famlly thus
suffered, where the undty and tramquili’:y of the famlly became
disturbed and rulned, Ccommniste had no shances at all of winning
over the hearts of the young .

Commmisn will never be sblz to esiablish itself in Hungsary.
Hungarien families were much better of” under the counts and
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barons, when they were "slaves,” than now, when thelrs & the

factory and thelre is the land.
Young people idid not have any Jov
culture-
We had innmmerasble FLERFRI-homes, with
for daneing, of playing cards or chese,

artifieial, lacking in spirii, that few

The culture homes were mostly enpty. ko

no eme cared to look at Russian pieturze

such things as ploughing with a traetor
TSzCs fzrn, and sinllar nonsense. Who !
Tt all depends on the child's eireumst:
the parents' attitude towards commmmler

Gommniet, 1f to that he has a good Job.
probsehility, he will have a resgsonsble ¢
nation of his child, Unfortunately, the

Children of such parents had everything

a firet-class eduecation, private tutorir

ete.
My father died 1n 1919,

Ve were somewhere 1n the middle. In the
had a good jeb in a Tactery and was able
cehildren in a decent way., I started woo

18 years old, And there was reslly no

go to work eerlier., Our material eircu

and reeration at all.
libraries, facilities

ut all this was so

people went there,

had movies, too, but

« The films portrayed
the founding of a

‘srvbed to see sueh thinge?
ces, Much depends on

If the father is a big
etc., then, in all
peeess in the indoetri-
r¢ were such parentse.
they wanted, ineluding
r in foreign languages,

pengg-mld my mother
to bring up her three
ring only after I became
zed for ws children to
stances did not forece
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us to do so.

There were the four of us, my mother, my sister, and the twe

uf us, boys.

My eister 1s in Canada, my brother 1s supposed to be somewhere
in France, He 4id not return from the V'2st after the second
World War, He partilcipsted subsequentlr in the Indo-China
campaign and we have not heard from himr pince a long time. I
don't know if he is still alive.

No, only ny wife and children were in cu» household.

¥y seocial origin was more of a hindrance than help, My cadre
etatue wan very bad. I was a restaurant cwner, I was a Soeial
Democrat, snd I refused once to sign uy Tcr the peace loan.

Yesn. |

My wife worked in and around the house, she worked in the fields,
in our vineyard, in owr vegetable garden. and she fed the animels.
I am married aince 1904k,

I have five children.

Ly oléest chlild was 12 years old,

Yes, we spoke about polities, both betwien ocurselves (husband-
vwife) and with our children. Both my wife and I constantly
tried to enlighten cur children by eorrocting some of the
falsitlies they were taught in sechool.

Ve cursed the Communists all the time. 7They were barbarians,

end we told our children so vhensver there was an occasiom for i%.

And there were plenty of such occasions. Just to give you an
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vxample: the @Gonstitution proclaimed that we had complete
rellgious freedam. But, when 1t came tc the implementation of
this congtitutional provision at the tine of the school registration,
the érum man (dobos) was sent around the village and informed us
that parente who want their children to receive religious
Instruetion muat report to the village counell and sign a speclsal
authorization there to the effeet that Loth parents desired thelr
children %o receive religious instruetion. I don't have to tell
you what the purpose hehind this Commmiint HERE manoeuvre wWas.,
Agide from their religious instruetion, as explained under Q.B.=,
no. (Other sections of Q.9. not applisshle.)

Yes, the school exerted a great influence over our childrem., It
aectually determined their future. Two iypes of certificates
vere issued in the elementary aschool. The one certificate etated
that the chlild received religious instruction, ENEEXE the other,
that it 414 not. The certifieate on which religion was listed

&8s a subject was worthless when 1t came o continuation of etudlzse
beyond the elementary level, The faet that my children recelved
religious inatruetion had a powerful ben”ing even on Iy wWork in
the factory. This circumstance wes on? of B the main factors
that blocked all my opportunities of adivancement. IDecause my
children »ee2ived religious instrueticn; I was branded a elerical
reactionary, Commnist functlonaries scimetimes stood in the
vieinity of the chuurch on Sundays and recorded the names of those
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who i entered or came out, (These very people professed to be
great believers in God during the Revolu:ion.)

Yes, there was a very fierce competiticrn. On every FTA meeting
the political referee denounced and wirni< us parents that we
did not teach our children sdequately in the Communist spirit.
Teachers 2xert themselves in valin in thi: direction -~ the
referee used to say -- if the psrenis rcluse to cooperate.
Teachers vainly try to imstruct the children in the right way =-
he econtinued =- if the parents exhort than to proceed in the
oppogite direetion.

The Ruseilan language was a compulsory subjeet, and it was
emphasized much more than was ms‘hematic:, Hungarian, or history.,
Yes. Our relations were alwsys very gouil. We are actlve
correspondents even now,

Ho, &Sinee I got married, I szd my motic: only twice.,

No,

No.

No,

No,

No.

Ve had & struggling and suffering life,  ut there was always

the best of understanding between us. ! :ither of us had friencs,
We lived 2 closed family life.

¥We were very close.

For our wvlllage, our family life was raier typleal.
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I never had any leisurs time at all. I zlways worked. I attended
twice a2 year a soccer gzame,

No, I was not free because I had so much work to do that I did
not even have any leisure time., I workae 3 hours in the faectory
and 8 hours in the fields. I had 6 hour: rest. My average
wg'ght used to be 80-85 kilograms, XEF 't came down to 65.
Family tles beczme very close and tight 'n the conatant and
common struggle of survival., Families lcd a secluded life and
kept always to themselves., This was not the case with the
Communiste. 90 percen: of them were divcrced men and wamen.
Yes, I think s0.

I don't know of any changes.

I don't really lmow.

I could nct tell you.

Proetitution was prohibited, Bub 1t stilll persisted in larger
cities. If someone was caught practielin; 1t, he or she was very
seversly punished.

They were less strict, I think., Their sim was the demoralization
and eventual destruction of the family. They wanted to create
a situaticn vhere there are plenty of c¢irsatisfied people EEER
ecarbating one another. This is why they conflscated property.,
persecuted religion, ete.

I don't kmow.

Yes, the gtatus of women has changed irncfar as the Commumists
have burdened them with heavy material rosponsibilities and
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worry and forced them ¥#l§ to work in factories. The: are required

to work 8 hours a day away from hame and they still have to

perform their regular househcld dutles ziter that. And tiere are

none of those electrical appliances whic) nske the life of a

Western waman a dream. lécsune

I think this change is very bad, | men need much MHW?.’E}E
and rest, My motto always has been that a woman should stiek to
the mixing spoon (fozckanal).

(17) Yes, it did, It sank.

(17 a) No, I canmot gilve you any exsmples.

(17 b) Stealing is one of denocracy's life-saviy institutions.
(Interviewer's note: respondent means [-ople's demccracy when
epeaking of democracy.) The slogan is: He who does not steal,
perigshes. About 20 percent of all the gzoods in eirculation B
stolen property. The general attitude i that stealing is not
stealing in the traditional sense of tho word, but a nation-
geving setivity. VWhat we steal now =- lHungarians sgy -- will
not come iato the hands of the Russlans. And how tiuwe it ls.
¥We were ohliged to steal back our owm piroperty from the Russisns,

The T3zCs nembers steal farn produc:g from the farms, what-
ever they happen to be near to, Some slel potatoes or spples
end ecneeal them in their trousers, Othyrz, entrusted with the
taking care of the animals, stezlg such .tems as barley, comn,
or milk. The milk eollector skims the 1.1k of 1tsbutter contents
and paye off the mansger of the pasteuvr!:ing station, wheo in
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turn keeps his mouth shut. At the end. nur children suffer.

The corruptior is very deep znd wideepread. Srme of it is
Justifiable, some of it == like the milk sicimming -- 18 decidedly
rulnovs and eruel, But what can you do” ‘here can you go,
whom can you turn to, to complaia? Im-: Negy, or Aczél, or
Maleter were erooks just like all the otlers., Our hands were
tied,even at home ve dared speak only Wi h suidued voice, I
listened to Radio Free Europe behind loc¢i:ed dowve, having carefully
covered my recelver with blarkets,

This is a praetice in whieh the upper t¢i thousamw are engaged in.
For instance, if the plant direetor is urszole o reych his
preduetion target, or if he embeszzles l::32 sums of he plamt's
money, he usually throws a big party and eatertains lwishly the
visiting revisor for three-four days on ¢nd, Members \f the
plant IXEE trlangle are the zbsolute rulerz of the factry,
reigning cver both productlor amd financis,

Hooligans (the Hungerian expression for “his type of perswn ig
"iirge") are pecple who mever do any work. They spend thel: time
in espressos or restaurants, They dreza Tor the occaslon, lways
imitating the dressing habite of their momentary milieu. Ther
denounce =nf curse the regime or some person of prorinenee in
loud volees and encourag® others to do liltswise. They often

pay drinks for those present, thereby Ifacillitatily the expressiu.,
If sonzone if naive or drunk enough and rxpresses his true views,

the AVH, alweys present everywhere, sonciimes in civilian clothes,
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moves in quickly for the kill. The hooligan remains, but the
innocent person is arrested.
I did not even have a friend. I used o have three very dear
friends. TwoX of them died im the war. :md the third one vanished
from the peene, I don't even know where he is,

Even with my work colleagues I alwaz = remained on terms of
sequaintanceship only. I eould never he sure who was who.
Not applicable,
¥y friends were unselfish an< true and {orbearing. They never
looked dosm upon me just beeruse I wag poorer than they were,
We were together in everything:; 1in geod things and in hard things.
No, not at 3ll. Ve could not trust anyhody, we were suspiciogs
of everything and everybody. We preferr:d to be secluded, to
be left alone, and we did mot have a geniine desire to be in
company under the clrcumstances.
Not appliecable.
My parents, and everyone in ny family, voere Roman Cstholies.
We all had the same attitude.
I believe in God, I abide by Hls commandients, I keep my religion
and I will never repudiste it,
Yes, it did. WVhen Mindszenty was taken way, several milliom
people in Huagary were hearthroken and vad. Everyone knew that
the whole thig was a Commn’ st manoeuv:e designed to liquidate
the only leader we had., We had complete trust in Mindszenty,
even during the Revolution. Had the Revolution been successful,
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Imre Nagy and comrany would have been swept out. We wanted to
elect Mindszerusy to the post of Prime Minister.

Yes, all :eliglions were equally affeeted, except that of the

Jews., The Jews were not persecuted so ruch, Ordass, the Lutheran
F/shop, was also arrested,

The Coammnists 5 wanted to coanpletely crzdicate religion frem
the people's lives. That was their purpoze, In Russia for
instance, churches are used as stables, movie houses, or as
factories. Whoever is religious, camnct be a good ;m'ﬁlﬂ# p
Religion was persecuted by steel and fire., Church pessessicms
vere prohibited. Religlious holidays wer> abolished. If there
was a church activity in the aftermoon, sichool children were taken
out for an excursion.

Peace-priests were former priests who, for reasons lknown only

to themselives, chose to cooperate with the Commmists against
thelr very Church. The Catholic Church <id not recognize these
men asg priests, and the faithful did not care for them very much
either., I don't know anything speecific cbout them. But in the
eyes of the publiec the term "peace"” in whatever variation was
glways sscoclatéd with the Conmmmists.

liany of the Catholic priests were ligquidated, Priests had to

be especlally careful what they pald and what they preached. They
were restricted to the Bible and to the eligion. They were
eonstantly under observation, amd yet, 1;--'?3,:-1“ of all the
persectulon, of both priests and laity, churches were even more
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erowded than in the 'forties.

(20 £) No. The Commmnists first tried to intim!izte the people. Then
they placed all sorts of cbetacler in the way of thope who did
not pernit themselves to be scared. Peo) le quite often took
thelr marriage vows in churches distant ! ¢cm thelr living quarters,
cateching witnesses on the way, in order { : escape pomsible
diffieulties, The regime soon recognizer that all their machina-
tions were of no avail., There were pericileal letdowns, but the
process was essentially contlimuous.

(20 ) I don't know of sueh people.

(20 h) Yes, I did. I went to church on Sunday: rd on church helidays.

(20 1) As far as I know, all villagers, with the exception of Commmists,
attended church services regularly.

(20 3 1) All people and all denaminatioms were ¢ same. Cilreumstances
brought things dowm o the smalleat ecomm 3 denominator: all
people reeognized one (od and all peopls rejected omr govermment.

(20 § 2) ‘They got along very well. ZEverybody v @ very understanding.
Differences in denomliantion d4ié rot play my rele, Even priests
of the various denonminations were the ber: of friends. With the
advent of the Conmuniz%s, a new ¢riteric: began to emergej
people were grouped according to thelr boling God-fearing or
irreligious.

(20 k) Religion mesne much more noWw to young pecple than it meant for
us, Religion 1is the only forece zind ino® ' tution that unites them

in their resistance ardl educates Them2® the same time., This
|
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visiting the movies. It was usually 1n
in tine with the %, that the beat pi«
I eannot <ell you much, Workers, studc:
against the Communilate,
allowed to offer thelr views.

There were no textbooks avallable for =«

After the natienalization of the schoolr,

formed part of the currieulwm, If both
g8ign the necessary asuthorizatien. the oI
at the parish or church snd received tinc
In our family, I am the only Roman Catinc
are Evangalieal.

I would have recommended him te become
and ¥X8 diemaker for Instance.
Because I think that iron and steel reis
I would have told him to become and exc:
as mich a3 pessibla,

People vhose fathersz were meubers of Tl
had a good cadre,

My list, beginning with those best off
others down the lins, is as follows: |

The prissts cou
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o1 iron worker, a tool

:ments the future,
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‘ol continuing with the
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as the AVH, the president of the EBE cointy council, the gresident
of the village couneil, policemen, auruy officers, managers of
large department stores, engineers, worliers, peasants.

(22 a) I was a worker.

(22 v) Worker again. I wes not a man of gresi =ubitions.

(22 ¢) Vembers of our world-fzmous soecer te:sn rocelived 10,000 feorints
plus per month.

(22 é) Artists fared satisfactorily. This was a govermment-favored
group, provided that the artist d4id not objeet to the prescribed

artistic and/or pelitical line.
(23) There are only two clssses in FHungary toray. The upper tem

thoussnd, such people as the AVH memberr , government officials
and party Punctionaries; the other ¢lsrs comsists of everybedy
else, the people.

(23 &) Sueh people as phyeiciams, engineers = teachers are both
underpald and receive no soclal recognl ilom. They do mot
constitute a separste class.

(23 ) As far ag the eompesition of the Hungsr an soclety goes, yes,
this do2s represent a2 great changs. Th middle clsss no longer
exists. Part of the intelligentsia han been downgraded, others,
who willingly pusked the Russian wagor, have been upgraded,
irrespective of their abllties or capac Uy,

There always wer:e same pecople who 'cre prepared to push
the Russian wagon. They 38 wers pald  ccording to the
importance of the tasi they performed. On workers' meetings,
some collaborators had to speak as long as two-three hours




(23 e)
(23 a)

(23 e)

No, 155 "A" INPERVIEW QUILE SECTION S WA p.6h

for a glass of beer., Collaborators in the Parllament, in
contrast, were able to aequire a car :rd a villa, they spoke
right for enly as long as five mimute:.

This is not good at all,

Yeg, it does. The barriers between clir e are higher now \han
ever. The people -- the lower clasn -- ¢t barred for ever
from entering the higher regione. They lve in a complete
insecurity from dey to day. The wper <lmss is well proteected
by legal smd material barriers :md oper:-leg within 1ts barriers
by s well-funetioning protegee pypLem.

There was a placard in owr Zfaeteor, dech preclalmed that
"Demokracldban protekciésokra uzﬁkﬁg nines. Igazgutosag.”
Scmeone cleverly and fittingly changed 1 he wording, so that
1t read: "Demokricidban protekeldsokra szikmeg 1ines, mert
tele az Igazgatoseg."”

Tha barrier which separates the pl nt director ivom the
workers ig insurmcuntsble; to go and ara him In his oitiee
is shout as hard rnow 23 would have bee: an attempt, in 1Mi0,
to bodily aseend into Heaven to talk to God Almighty Himself,
The plant direector and others in hls co ggory are absolute
masters row, One word out of ﬂ;aﬁ‘pn*:'h may spell ten, twsn.y
years in jall for snyvody umder &ﬁ%.saiﬂim. Human rights
and legal protection are non-existent 1. Hungary.

There is less of an esquality, and the ¢ @avage between the
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classes in deeper :md wider. The Party completely segregated
itself fruam the people, To present gric-ances to them is
impogsible. There is no such thing as 1 'levance procedure,

You tell me, how could it be good?

On the village level, where everyone kn:' everybody else  before
the war, and everyome acted in a true :/:lghborly fashion,

today people do not even as much ag gred . ome another, To go

end see the plant nmansger is an imposs:i: .1ity. Children are
taught in school to greet by saying: '@ .ore” (meaning "forward”)
The upual, but unorthodox reply is: "Hi'ra" (meaning "backward”),
or "Ki a Lipétmezdre"” (mesning "out tc he insane ssylum").

The greeting "kezet csokolom" was prohii ted., The adult
Cammunists' standard greeting is "Ero, ¢ ;¢szség” (meaning

"power and health").

The workers suffered most, both bodily 1@ spiritually. Only

the barren virgin soll of owr country i:cived a heavier punishment
than we did, Being silent meant gold, u:tering a word meant jail.
Jews had it % very well in Hungary after 1044, Many of them

were engaged in wholesale trade., Most ¢’ the "goré'-s (this 1s

a new slang expression, meaning leadexrn of every kind -~ vezetd )
were Jews, Jews had s remarksble abilli s to adapt themselves.
(Zeidok nagyon JO1 tudtsk alkalmazkodntl. )

Jews were very pleasently (kellemesen) ¢ fected by the Communist
regime, There were innumerable derogai( 7y stories and attacks

in the newspapers against both Catholici m and individuals of
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Catholic faith., I have not seen a singl: article even mentloning
either Judalsm or Jews. They never wrot: saything cbout the
Jews,

I don't kaow. I do not think Jews coulc have genuinely loved
commmnism, We d4id not have any Jews in 2 village and I mover
imowingly csme into contaet with any of them. There wWas no
distinetion or differentiation rmade dur 7y the Revolutiom.

T do not kmow. Not a simgle Jew worked in our factory. I kmow
that Rakosl, Gerd, and Visdimir Farkas were all Jews.

No, I 4id net have any.

I don't know.

Nobody harimed them in any way. There wire same good souls

aven smong the Jews. In the final an:l. s.en, religious hate
simply dié not exist.

I have nc imowledge of the existence cf religious hate as gush .,
I felt sorry and had great cumpassion (¥ them during the war.
We helped a great many of them with foo: . What could a Jew
have done sbout his being a Jew?

I do not feel ecompetent at all to say a ything to that queatlon,
(Nem tudck hozzaszélni.)
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EBack hare we resipted and instituted replstance against every
decision of the Commmist Party. Frior ¢ the aseendency of
commmnism, I was leas interested in peli:ics.

Ve constantly deprecated and condemmed pwermment regulations
and decisions, because all these went courter our interests and
were always to our dipaltbantage. It wor very easy to detect
(mindig kivelt = 1914b) that these rulsr I and regulations did
not stem from a Hungarian person, but were the erestions of
Russisns. We mede every attempt not to :zecute these FEEE mMmlaos
and regulations.

The itore and harder we worked, the less we earned, the
more bankrupt beth our lives and healt!: ccame, Whenever such
politicel orders and/or declsioms by tir povernment were issued,
they were alwaye highly pralsed at Bl o riers' meetings, an

‘the speskers specifically emphasized tin © the regulations and

orders in question represemted the goverment's response to
workers' demsnds. We never requested =y of them, nor were we
permitted to truly coament on them,

I was a member of the Social Demoeratic Farty from 1945 to the
begimning of 1948, Already in 1947 I coaned peying my party
dues because I gaw clesrly that Kethly - wml others did mot do
those thiege, and did not act in such a way, as I thought they
should have done snd acted. Later the ocial Demoerstie Farty
pecame united with the Cammunist Party nd the other partiesn,
too, were armihilated.
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¥Fe Soelal Democrata were subject to
If the production in the factory did nct
to go, they always coxplained thzt ther:
Democrats and Smalihelders in the plan',
sabotege production. They conatantly o
similtaneously the outside world was ol
Hungery and Hungar-ans ¢njoy the greatos
freedon.

Decinions to apply the greatest ter
precigely in those daye when they owverh

all sorts of persecution.
Zo as they desired it

sre @ too many Social
Who do everything to
sabened us, while

eialiy informed that

. pogsible politieal

or were Jormalated
dmad the sutsilde world

with the swestest-soundling proelamaticrs

Ve were told, in 14945, that we were 1li:c
lay prost:rate and in ruins, The five
the Marshall Flan, and t¢ begin the re:c
bambed and ruined cowrdry with the assis
The Rusglans even then £ interfered ir 1
our courtry, clearly cemncnsbrating theal
Hmgwy were not the resvlt of independs
party Cealition Corerrment, -- wWhateve:
it 41d go on Russim orders. Appeardno:
nisleadinz, (Az ezész csak azenfényver:

Fotihildng came of the Markhall Plan.
did not permit it. They told us that o
us of our freedonm,

The first electlons really represc

rted. Our enuntry
‘ties decided to Join
wtruetion of our
;enee thus reslized,

¢ internal affairs of
izgisions reached in
it aetion of the five.
A government did,

i even then were quite

68 vols. )

‘agaguse the Russisns

i3lgn capital would rob

#! a secret voting.
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in this election the Smallbolders' Party schievsd an incontestable
vietory. The second stiwngest were the foeial Denoerats. Then
came the “esgant Part znd then the Barsnkovies FPart;. The
Conmmists receive” very few votes, and Thelr mandates weore
proporticaately incignificsnt. The majority of Cammmist votes
came frem mlalng cities and from worker: in general.

T w.t 8 registered Soeial Demoerat, but I did not vote
Soeir. Demoeratic. I gave my vote to tho Barankovies Party.

Following this, the Commmists, rel;ing on Russian bayonets.
end under ths cover of night, arrested :nd deported many non-
Communist Menbers of the Parlimment. By doing so they destroyed
both the coalition govermment and the cefsetive and represen-
tetive oporation of the Parlismeat, By The time the second
elections were held, the eoalition goveriment was eut to pleces,
and only oae party, the Commmnist Party, remained. Frior to
the electiom, 2ll the leaders of all th: cther partles were
srrested, ‘The electicn itself was not noed on secret voting,
ve were eonfronted with a typed list cf jpersons, -- names we
never even heard of before. We were okl:z@d to put the list
into sn envelope and tc¢ drop the enwvelcp: into am wrn. One
did not have the possibility of 2sven as imch as approaching the
electorszl booth. i cur villsge, everjune Was foreed to parti-
cipate in the election, with the exeepi/on of war eriminals.
The mumbe: of those prehibited to vote uicunted to cea. 2 percentl
of the voi:ing populaticn. The EXEE Cenrunit Party got 98 percenmt
of the vo:es, The remsinipg 2 percent iere in such prisons as
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Kistarcea, Keroly-Laktanya in Eudaors, o forced lsbor camps
such as the slumimmn works at ¥ Almisfizitd, Tatsbénya, and
other minss.

WP EGDGE D

After this second election the evur i1y Was encireled by
barbed-wire fences., All sorts of immocc it people were picked
up by the security police. They were - :®n to varicus assembly
places and held thers incopmenicado. Yo ll-to=4.L pecple were
the firpt vietims in this wave. M_s'?g.lﬂ %I harm'). and inimieal
to the democratiec order, they were escit i smd teken Lo foreced
lsbor camps, where they were foreed te 1 ovk for O Z.1lers an
hour, Sheep stables provided their how ing, where en and women
wallowed in mixed groupa.

The Cerzmnists d4id not thipmk that 'he barbed vwires i.olated
and phut us securely cnough from the o pide world; they ¢rzn
1sid mines along cur Austrisn frontier. naying that there ax:
too many spies from the West who want & penetrate into Hungaz-,
No one ceme from the West illegally to | ungary, but countless
Hungariars did attempt to esczpe fram % eir own homeland, right
through the minefields and &ll.

On the 360 kilometer Austro=Hungar an froutier gection,
hundreds of fleeing people dled or wer: maimed every day. All
along this frontier sectlion dDarracks it =2 Puilt at intermittemnt
distsncen of 2-3 kilcmeters each, wher: 150=-200 soldiers
"watched over the security” of the Hung xisn nstion. In the
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smaller towns adjoining the berder, full regiments were stationed
and further inside full divisions were loxpt in constant
preparedn2ss. This far they went in thelr determinstion to
guard the frentier, but rot Teven all (1 :ze obstacles proved
strong encugh deterrents. People contii ied to try to escape,
some manazing to reach the West and rel: .ing te the world the
terror we were living under. Thereupon e Commmnists began

to exploy bloodhowsds, msking it therety completely impossitle
even to apprcach the frontier-region.  :ople, thla property
lay in the frontier's immediate viecinit;, vere issued speeilzl
passporta, This eantitled them to work * 12¢ir fields, but limited
their operastions to fam 7 a.m, to 6 p. .

Inhahitents living further inland 1 reded a specisl passport
to travel tec the frontler zone; a persc: traveling from Buda-
pest to Szorbathely was required such = :ertificate -~ a document,
by the way, whieh was extremely hard to et. FPersons living
close to the frentler. and desirous of | ~aveling towards the
center, did pot need 5 speeizal passport. but they, too, had to
repori all such moverents, their destin: ;ion and their purpose,
to their loesl couneils.

Apter they have sealed off the fro :ier completely with
the mineflelds and bloodhounds, even th« . @Kl they did not feel
pecure endugk., They begen to bulld spe Lal observebion towers,
about 20 reters high. From the top of | » tower the whole ares
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was observable., The towers were equippud with telephones,
gearchlights, and heavy guns {mhl'z puska). DPuring the nigit
the region was lit up st short intervals =md the smallest
suspicious move Was sufficient a csuse Lo place the entire
frontier guerd-force in a state of gemeral alarm.

This mueh sbout the fromtier. After the frontier was
pealed off, the terror of the Commmist regine blazed up with
even grester sm intensity. BEvery under:aicing was natiomalized,
the MASZEX estsblishments were locked wand expropriasted, the
system of morms Was introduced into the facteries, all previoun
employee~msmagement agreements (double pay on certain holidays,
sale of srticles et factory prices, etc.) were repealed and
abolished. The villsges were overpowercd By so=called people's
educators {:ﬁ'pmlé'k). Thege educators weres, in reallty,
Communist agltators, party plenipotemtluries who, if anyons
of the village peasants dared to express thelr anti-regime viewp,
were empower2d to get rid of them in anort order., Just a
telerhone eall, and the recaleitrant peasant was plcked wup
and gone. ,

These were Lummerable arrests of Shis type. leither the
immediate family, nor the relstives or scquaintances of the
arrested could do a thing for him. There Was no recourse to
cowrts in such cases mnd, if the inguiring femily members wer:s
EX all too IO ademant and contimind demanding where thelr



No., 155 "A" INTERVIEM QUIDE S

father or mother or both parents were, 1
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rary often they themselves

vere arrested snd united with thelr loved ones in priscon.

Peasants thus bullied and intimid =t
choose the road the people's educators 1
to "voluntarily"” emter and become memb::
operztives.

Those peasants who did not choosc !
soon saW thelr entire livestock and faw
at publiec austion. The process was sl

peassnts were so overburdemed by all eor

deliverien that they simply eould not

In the eities 21l major means of

trucks, were nationalized. Later even |
away with the slogan thst, in the dsmoco:
as engineors and physiclens sy possess
same time, however, AVH members, policsi
were swarung arcund Iin persenal cers.

eontinued to be free. Dut the priece of

out of reach for an ordinary person. II
on BE buying one, he could do so at 140X

could only pertially be pald im cash, h«
required to deliver to the gowermment i«
for two forints per kilogram at a time !
price of corm was 4 forints per kilogr:
government receipt worth 8,000 forints.

0d were compelled to
ianted them to clwose;
% of the TSzCs co~

-1 enter the cooperatives,
equipment belng sold

e emough: the free

;8 of taxes =snd forced

7 any longer.

snpportation, inelvding

rivate cars wure taken

ey, only suck peraonages

ersonal cars. At the

i, and party ifuneticnacies

Jleyeles and motorcyelen

> metoreyele was totally
s peasant still \nsisted

J) forints. The price

fever; the peasant wan

20 iilograms of corm

sen the free market

. This gave him a

The remaining 6,000
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forints he was permitted to pay in cash.

The intimidated peasants and workers were exposed day inm,
day ocut to such government ediets and e am;'s which were clearly
designed to bring sbout a state of tota pubjugation of our
sountry to Fusgia., The Commumist Party gradually separated
itself from the psople. The party & - ot only did not become
the people's defensive shield (védcbdst a), but, to the contrary,
it became the court of jJustice (ité€ldsz k) presiding over the
people's lives. To lodge a complaint =y alnst them was impossible,
We were teold that, in cases of land or - ther property expropri-
atione by the govermmeni:, in cases of s ditrary transfers or
exchange of real eatste for purpeses cf [S5zCs expansion, anl
in eases of nationalizstion where ecempe sation was promised,
the individuals affected would have com lete right %% of
recowurse to ecurts where campentatory d'mnands against the govern.
ment would bte heard snd decided upon. 'n reality, Chose who
attempted to do as directed by cur gove rment, invariably landed
in an interoment camp, very often in thy company of the defense
attomey.

All undertakings, wholegale and re! all stores, and transpor-
tation utilities were nationalized, snd the difflcultlies of food
supply becare s0 widespread and encompa ning that the state of
affairs becime truly desperate., .n 155 , for lmsmtaace, even
meat was rationed, with 2,5 to 5 K deln rams of méat assigned
daily to mer doing heavy physical labor,
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The forint steadily lom: in value. £s a result, workers'
income steadily fell, whi'e prices of foxd and elothiag at the
same time rose 200,300 percent, A few etamples: beef waz 10,
lard was 12 forinte before the natlonali:atiom. The corresi-nding
prices after the mationalizition were be:f 25, lard 35 forints.
Shoes rose f£rom 140 to 350 to 500 forint:. Work boois from 105
to 275 forints. Work clethes from 60-7C to 200 forints. | Shoe
soles fron ¥E 15 to 40 forints.

Not omly did n#: incomes drop as 2 result of the forimi's
loosing in value., XEN¥ experienced a reduction of our wages at
the same time. The govermment accomplisned this by changing
the norm end pay system fram job work (i:2dtér) to piece work -
(darsbbér) end by drastically redueing toe value of the pSice-
unit in the process, To glve you an exsmple: under the jobe-
work system you had to work a certain metal, to which 20 minutes
were allotted, and for which, if completad, you received one
forint., Now, the same work was consider=d one piece-work unit,
shich, if completed, brought you, say. .5 or 0,8 forints.

I¢ someone had an inventive mind and was able to rationalize
some work process of his, saving time thereby, he was permitted
to retair his old norm for six monthe. ACter that the time-study
man esme around snd gave him a new norm. -sutcting him, rinmiallzrr
right back where he started from,

We recelved so little money that +l ¢ govermment decided
to pay us bi-weekly, ingtesd of weekly., They said this was



No. 155 "A" INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTUOV G TP  p.76

necesgsary so0 thar we might kave more morer on our hands at a
given moment. In reazlity, they dld thir Lo dampen our purchasing
dﬁ:nu.

I8 time woent on, the govermment uvred such Jeviees as
voluntary wor: offerings at ne compensi:iin, overproduction
(tulteljes:%€s) and peaco-shifte (békem'::glok), This latter
was the offering of 8 hours of work at 1 » pay for the purpose
of peare £ to further iighten our norme. A1l this was carried
out o the aecompaniment of soncrous ard toubastic politleal
slogans, Stakhanovisty were praised tc hith heavens and
rewarded,while those who were not able > rasch 107 percent of
their quotg-were corresiondingly subject :¢ to degrating expeyi-
ences (their names were ;laced on the bu:ird of shame, ete.).

T all this, Communist political sy ltetors ( peopix's
teachern (népneveldk)) comstantly obsery :é prople in the factories,
watehin;: them how thay produced. what b :ir elation was io
the norn relationsiip (ki-ki hogyvan srarnrlik a norme~viszeltho: ).
R¥[ZE Rupscphile und commmiatieslly inc. Lnea?wg (szivarok)
¢arried at all times stop watches va thelr ,¢rsons, constantly
thecking the “ime-element of preduetion :rd saring that this
or that person's norm is mueh too loose, it need: tightening up.
And the nory. then was tightered.

Thers vere immmerablse production < rferences in the faetories.
The eonstar’ theme on these was that we mx% produce clieaper and
more., WWe must ralse the standard of 11" ing. Comnnist gangsters,
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people who never worked themsclves, who never did any more work
than watch us, msgnanimously offered in “he name of their crew
i ten-twenty percent overproduction. Amd there was nothing we
could do about 1t. These p2ople recelved the big monsey, and
the premiums, and they drove and urged end cursed the men under
them incessantly into fascer and more cilizusting tempo.

There were incredibly high norms. “'here WS wre‘ instances
where the machire had s maximrum eapaeity ¢V, say, 10,000 turns
in a given pericd of tlme; the man worl.lrg <t the machine wuss
required to produce 9800 pieces in that éricd of Time. Of'ten
iGN enough the norm was above the maxiiim capaecity of the machine.

On production meetings, held at the time of tie Vietnamese
and Korean wars, as well as during the E:st German axd Polisg
uprisings, the Commmnists cursed and shuzed the elerie.l
reactionaries, Social Demoerats, and Werntiorm imperialists.
Everything thst was bad came from the Wesi, And the West wax
responsible for all cur fallwmres.

In the villages, life contimued to doteriorate. Independait
rarmers were forced to deliver milk for pemnies (filléwekért)
and to reduce the mumber of their livesiock. They already had
lost their good-quality fields to the cr operatives.

Other villagers, == the peasantry ' oeced into the TSz2Cs
cooperatives =-while the good land was % their dispoaal, they
did nct cultivste them well and, imstea’ of harvesting grain,
they harvested weed. The ecncrete TSz(: Zarm which I am here
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degeribinz wee sbout 4000 hold large. 7Tie wage of day-laborers
on 1t was so small that no one volunteer:d to work there.
Conviets were browght to the farm in the acute agricultural
seasons. The soil's mutrient powers wer: constantly diminishing.
Mamre was not avallable because of lack of animals and industrial
fertilizers were given only to the TSzCs ¢, But at the TSEzCs'p
the work was done n such a depressed al «csphere andl so half-
heartedly thet mest of the fertilizers i :re wasted and the land
was complotely negieeted. People mocked snd ridiculed the TSzls
precipely for this reason, ¢alling it ¥l weed-producing undertaking
(gaztermelo vallal@at).

Indenendent peagants did not receiv: sny assistance from
the state. Loans, asssistance sgaimst su i natural hazards =2
draught, hail, and flood were non-exlste i, even though insurance
againet these wase coampulsory, ard the invrance rates, coappted
on the golden crowm value base, were 80 :igh that you ecould
praetieally buy the produce of the lsnd jcu were insuring with
them. In the event of a losa, the maxir o1 amount one reeceived
was 80 forints per hold, wheress insurs ¢ premiums ran from
35 to 50 Torints per hold per year,

I already told you of the forced dc ' lveries; let me Just
add a fow words here, Vheat was bought v the govermuént at
60 forints per 100 kilogram if the whe:! wes dryfl Frequently
the wheat was placed wial dryerg = » the laborator} amnd
15=20 parzent of the waz deducted . = correetion for moisture,
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The Priee pald was the price of wheat when delivered to the
goverrment warehouse, 8-10 kiloseters dictant fref 6w villdge,
There was no reimbursement for tiuf édst of trunépurthtim.

Later, 1n 155& f} rnfiﬁt: pcr 100 I:ilm‘ztm mn paid extra

for. th:La pmm Even this lﬁu not a gpstuu of Justiece, --
there simply were not any draight-horsea zvailsble 1a the village N

The Independent peasant could purch:ne fertilizirg only
in the event if he sold grair over amnd s ove his foreed-delivery.
quota to the govermment, at standardized orices, of course,

This standardized price was 20 forimts per 100 kiloWgrims of _
vhest, while Peti So (a fertilizer ¥NE wiose English equ'valent

I do not lmow at the moment) stood at 90 Zorints per 100 1;11651-@;,
super phoerhate at 70 forimts per 100 kgt pobassiul salt (kd1isd)
at 60-70 forinte per 100 kg, Needlems %o say, there vere wery

few people with free grain /¥5 saurpluses aad, consequntly, only
very few people could a’ford to purchase Tertilizers. All this
happered in 1953-1954,

Let me tell you a few words sbout i~ TSzCs, The ‘ormation
or establishment of it was eharacterized »y intensive ajitation
and applicatlon of brute force, as I alw ady deseribed 1. in
some detall, Leading pessants, those porzepsed of an avhoritative
voiee in the village camumity, people 1 0 were locked ut to
by the rank and file of the peasantry, wore the firut vicims
of Communist agitation, blackmail, and < reath, Thaene peo.le
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were literdly forced, in spite of thelr (aotormined oppositiom,
to become the E charter memiers of the collective to be formed.

Onee the lesders were im, “he others wevr: somewhat easler to
handle, JUB¥ 35-U40 pessgat families bes v2 ia this fashion
founding members of the 15zCs8.

Soon a govermment fecree wes pramnl ated. which provided
that the TSzCs property 13 te be establl hed 11 pueh loecality
vhere all the favorabl: factora of effec:ive ant rational land
eultivation sre eminertly svallasble. In cther wids, the best
quality lands, in tho imnmediate preximii’ of the village, 1if
possible, iz to be oupropriated aa the T'izCs aite.

If a non-TS8zCs euwher happenad to hore propesty wivin the
borders o the projosed T3zCs ANEN damail :, that property wan
taken awsy from h'm sné he reeeived amcticr § plece of laniy,
not neeessarily (£ equel val’fue, at a 4iferent loecal'ty, Very
often the land raceived in exchange was rery far away, \nd of
inferior quelity. The lsnd taxes of the sffeeted peasantc
remained the sute, hoawever, ilrrespective of his new property's
gold crowa value, He contlmmed to be ©ricd on the basis of his
old lamdl's value, as if rothing had hary:ined.

At the time of the founding of the [(£zCs, well-kept viieyards
and orshards, properties with exceedingl; good incame possibil:ties,
as well a3 wedium and heswy sgrieulturs) rischines and equlpment

were subomatieally expropriated from thelr rightful In owners,
irrespective of whether or not such owncrn entered and becane
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members o the TSzCs., Formwr cwaers ¢f gricultural machines
and equipment recoived sbsolutely no couicensation. Owners of

vineyards and orcharde wer: assigned pl:z.n farmland of equal
size as eampensation, but they were fortid to pay vimeyard or
orchard category texes, even though 1=y no longer were in
possesslica of them.

As cime went on, the T8ils expropr ated all the farm
machinery ard equinment availsb.e in the village,

Cmce the TSzCa was thus E bicught i o being, the members
elected a cheirman., The TSzCg chirman wually came from the
village's lowest ezonomie, socisl, nd ¢ heatienal strata, a
person vhose niveau was desperastely l\ov in &Vevy respect,but
whose cadre status was very well estzhli:hed. Thiy was still
the more idesl solutior. In most cae:zn, the chalrian was not
a loeal mez st all, but a person nominet :{l by the agibleuitnral
section of the Communist Party's counby needquerfitern. Feraonms
of this kind did not have any scrup.es,: 0 Were they constrala~g
by local tradition esnd perscnal tilen in amy Way. They becane
the real despots of the village,

The terroe HEIFEE mesnwhile mntim od with incressed
intensity. Those already forced into U o 18zCe were now foried
to exert sll serte of pressuves on thel relatives and friends
and sequeintances who still did mot boccmz members. These namil:rg
-= completely sgainst thelir will -- ber @ 2 recruiting camsaign
in the village, agitating amd blacimeil ng their relatives amd
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friends. The cumlative effeet of all this was That vhe village,
heretcofore tranguil end peaceful and hap)y, became the scene
ef internal strife and struggle.

Those who did not SSEEEE become meg zrs, received the FEEEE
worst lamdl avallable, snd very oftem sto( there without even
sn equipage 1ia thelir pcasession. They » e cbliged, nevertheleuns,
te begin cultivating their new land, ani o do the scuwing
withip & preseribed time limit, evemn thoizh their new land may
rever have been under cultivatiea before

The 7S2zCs had ite own institutiomnz) cefle, as prepared by
the Gevermment., According to the approp "ilate seetions of the
TS8zCs bylaws, the TSzCe population was »¥)lit into small opersticnal
groupe ealled brigodes, each consisting i some T-10 people, and
each responsible for thke performance of iome speciallized aectlvity.
Same were vegatable cultivetors, ctherz iere feeders, still
cthers were cattle breeders, ete. AL th: hoad of each brigade
g Commmint presided, Sowing of gralnm v 2 an activity done im
common by all members. om a compact ter: liory of the domain,
sliced ous for this purpose. The member ; were required t.n'
supply their share of the cowing seed, hiwever, about 180 kgs
of seed per person.

Eeavy agrieultural machinery (erdicpek), necessary for

the ceultivation of the TSzCs domaln, wor cupplied by the governmsnte
establishid machine stotions, These gl::ions -- completely
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independent sgriculfural units «- were ¢ uipped with tractors.
To this other equljrrent was added later, such as sowing machines

(vetogep), rollers (hengzertoro), harrcws (borema), ete.

The mackine platlions were pald in ind; for the ploughing
of one hold 30 kilcgramws of wheat: was ¢ rged, Other operations
performed by the mechine statlions were : rrespondingly compen-
sated., ALl 1n all, tha T32Cs pald eca. 0 kgs. of wheat per
hold o the machine station for its serry z2px, The sverage
vield per hold was 800-1200 kgs of whes: oser heold,

The nachine staticn had a eontraet: | relation to the
73zCs's, (ne statlon rerving about 8-10 ' 3208 cooperstives.
State farms had thelr own machime static 5. Tractors of all
machire stations worked around the eloci: ploughin 24 hours a
day, on a three-ghift basls. TSzCa's w2 2 fTarmed and managed
tetter than the stste farums.

£ll these changes coipletely trans’ cied the profile of
the Hungarian villsge., Hoth the peopla, their way of life, and
the § agricultural preduetion methods w: = vitally affected
by this tramsformation. The yields per old drcopped, the villege
populstion besame (epressad, spathetie., i Indifferent. The
indepenvent farmerr conbimmed to woerk s te try hard, but, as
time wnt on, they, toe, were charaeteri =24 by an apsthy of
despo.r in the HEI face of this camplet: "utility of their laborn;
live tock they dil pot have, and so the; 1id mot have natural
mawre; fertiliz:re, on the other hand, zould not be obtained.
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Whataver they dié, whatevar they predurod, they did so practiecally
in vain. Everything had to be deliversc . The taxes, duss,

and insurance premiums EF'GNENG eating up whatever was left.

The TSzCs had a atriy of lind whic! norved as a grasing
field. Eay they did not have. They d.. out the grass later on,
but they did not heve 2n to work as hya mnlers and both the
hay and lucerne remaired out in the fio ln, unattended, and
becominz rotten and uscless.,

TSzCs nembers were usually older v ople, 50 years old and
older, The yowa; folk preferred to £F | go and work in the
factories, rathers than enter the collect res, By the time the
governmart regiized the peope and exten of this great shift
affesting the villsge population, -=- inntrlializstion was
pursued st 11 costs -- it was too late. The government did
make a defermined sttompt to chase bacl hwe villagers to the
farms, it no ene was yrilling to do o, "'he result, ncedlens
to gay, was dissstrous; agricuture wa drained both of its
prodocticn foree and of ts traditiom:l 'maning and spirit.

The alresdy low yields dropred to JFXE 1 100 kgs of wheat per
bold. "he laek of splrit, the lack of | cople, the sbsence of
orgamiec namute, and the overappliecation 27 imorganiec fertilizers
combined to ruin the anee so prosperous Tmgarian agriculture.

In the TSzCs's peonle woriced im en: | groups, ealled brigedes,
each eongisting of T-3-10 individuals. ~“awse people worked from
7 o'egleck in the morniag t1ll 6 o'elock L3 the evening. 'I‘lu’
women.
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quit their work at 11 .M., Wwent home zri1 cooked. They brought
the meal baek, the family ate, and work izs resumed. During
harvest time the work day started with s nrise and ended with
sunset., Cooking, Then, was done in the ‘Fen, right «t the place
of work. There was a flield kitehen, end pigs, sheep, or calves
were elaughtered for food.

TSzCs members received their pay in kind and in sare momey,
(They were pald ome forint per work unit amowmting to 250-400
forints per year,)

The TSzCs chairman received a salar 'y 1600 forints per weonth
Plus premium. The brigade leaders recel-ed compensation ten
percent higher than the ordinary members

The payment in kind was a ecomplieat«d matter; the TSzCe,
after satisfying its foreced delivery obl:gations, snd after
putting aside a portion of the produce fvr development of the
cooperative, assessed the remaining stocl and divided it according
to a eertain ratio amomg its members. Generally speaking, a
two-meriber family reeeived 1200 kgs of wiant. A portion of this ’
eea, 220 kgs per person, was necessary for hread. The remainder
was frre2 to be sold. This was the formal Pay. Meanwhile the
TSzCs member continued to steal, whatever snd as much ss he could,
to round out his actual compensation,

ALl T3z2Cs menbers also had a small b mestead to themselves,
amounting to a maximum of one hold per fenily, for whiech they
delivered 2 kgs of eggs and 2% kgs of poultry per year to the
government . This land, the loecation of »:ileh varied yearly,
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was theirs to use as they pleased., The assignment of the home-
stead lsnd was accomplished every year br throwing. If cne was
lueky, he got fertile land, others, less fortunate, were arsligned
arid territory. The brigade leafers could choose thelr own ignd.
The tractors ploughed this land for free, That 1s to Bay, the
respective members did not pay for this 1zrvice directly and
immediately. The "SzCs pald for these m:rvices, the outlays
being reduced froam the TSzCs's net prolis and the nembers
receiving that much less payment in kind the following vear.

Vembers of the TSzCs worked 21l yee» round, bullding and
repairing in the winter, when there wes wthing else to do.

TS2Cs taxes were much more moderste than those of the
independent peasants. They wee more then aflequately provided
with long-term loans by the goverrment. They were pupplied with
fertilizers snd with ilmproved breed of ¢:2eds.

Hungary was, snd still ls, a predcuimsntly agricultumal
country. But even before the second ¥World War, some villages
were no longer self-sufficient, Their ¢ st arehy was affected
¥ by irdustrial workers and miners who lived slde by eide with
farmers in certain villages. Such vill:szes had to impert food
even before the war, This situstion corbinued after the war,
too, but in a more pronouvnced wey. But af'ter the war, irrespectilve
of the compesition of the village popul:ilon, the forced
deliveriese had to be maintained. This created an anomalous
gituat:ion, where in villeges, the place where bread is produced,
very frequently we did not have bread at all. One had to stand
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in line for hours for bread, and often w2 did not have bread
for days.

In case of elemental damaege, the TS:iCs recelved 3C percent
compernation from the state-controlled lisurance, while the
independent farmer recelved only 20 percint.

The former great private landed estates, as well ss the
former ENN%E Church-entalled estates, car: under complete control
of the state after the war. These estat:r were all transformed
into stete farms., Hungarian agriculture, then, had thrse
different kinds of farms, State farme, >ccupying by far the
greatest territory, independent farmers, keing in the s2econd
place, end TSzCa's, occupying the third jlace.

Individuel peasants could mever be ertain of thelr land;
there were always people emtering into tie TSzCs. In cases like
that, the TSzCs had to expand. The meth ¢ employed was simplei
private farms bordering on the TSzCs dorzin were taken away
from their owmers, and, in return, an irferlior land strip was
assigned them scmewhere else., One coull neither protest, nor
take hies cage to court. One had to resiin eneself to the 1ln-
evitable,

The average TSzCs had cca, 140-15( members, the sverage
TSzCs demein was around 1000 holds.

Yes, I sympethized with the Socisl Demexratie Party until 1947.
After thet I saw that evem that party d d not repressnt and
fight for those principles which I thouzht 1t should hsve re-
presanted and fought for. I BEE broke +ith the party in 1948.
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Not applieable.

I did not like Fascism, nor Hitlerism, I am a Soeizl Demoerat
in the sense of Western social demoerany.

I recognized even then the aspirations of the Commmnists, namely,
that the Commmnist Party desired to grab sll the vower and to
consolidate her hold on the whole eountry. This is precisely
the reason why we condemn our leaders of those days; they
permitted this to come about, and they did not spesk fiemkly,
they falled to inform us of what was going on.

My mother related to me often the 1919 revolution. We wer.
brought up in a spirit of flerce anti-commmnism, At the tim

I was out on the Ruaslian front, I experiesnced myself and becan-
convinced of the misery and wretchedness of the Russian people.
They lived there in the same way and manner as Gypsies do in
Hungary. One could see ikons only here and there. I never even
saw parquette floors during all w_l‘hax in Russia. The animals
were housed in the immediate proximity ﬁr,m‘qﬁﬁ.ers, ' Some
of the animals were roaming freely around and performed their
necessities of nature right on the top of the sleeping household.
But I don't even like to recall the sbhorring picture to my
nmind, If you are really interested, read the book entitled
Csendes Don (The Silent Don), -- every word of it is true.

(vi.) I never disassociated myself completely from polities,
but I never sympathized with the Commnists. I have seen how
they grzb the last bite of bread out of pecple's mouths.
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Fommnism is nothing else but a big dict Corship whieh exploits
the people and sinks it to an animul=-liic: niveauw, debasing and
perverting 1t in the process.

98 percent of the populatien of cur eoun':'y felt the same way.

A pystem of terror, tremendous in scops, pxtent, and effectiveness,
opergted 1n Hungary. S?.:ate-emp:mrad infomers, the AVH, spiles,
provecateurs, were everywhere, All sect: o had a bullt-in
eyster of informers., Everyone lived 1ir . ntate of fear and fright,
you did not have a situation wiere one '1lé speak his mind
openly. Many people were afrald of thel: ery own children,

In the radio, the preass, in th2 arts, ev vvhere an effective
thought-control operated, freedom of spe «) was an impossibility.
The Revolution was accompanicd by a gresz: vl universal
exultetion, because it finally afforded . »wisibility for people
teo talk, and everybody had so muech to nz’. Tie nation was

IS imprisoned for 12 years. One couli nti ;ay anything at

all during those years.

My unjust asslgmment ¢o a work area which: I oud not have dome
if I had a choice; the compensation-lo:) excoiriation of my
restaurant, the confiscation of my land. I rcwed lucerne into
my land in the spring and they confiseat 4 -t lhehe sutum,

I had a coach (koesi)., Semeone stole i 1700 M. & wganpently

I recognized it and reported it to :he police, The pol.
checked into 1t and discovered rhat the :ian who had 1t Then
bought it 1llegally, as a stolen propert’. The case came to
court. After long litigation, the cour: recognized that the
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carriage was mine, But I did not get it baek. I received g
compensation instead, 175 forints. I was foreeu to pay the

court costs, however, 1025 forints, The establishyd value of
the carrisge was 1200 forints, This wss Hungarian vetiee in

a nutshell,

111, vi, wvii.

Everything you emunerasted is very importarit., I carnot eliminate
three as the least important.

iv, vi, x.

vi, vii, 1ix, xiv.

1, 11, 111, iv, v, viil, xiv, Xxv,

Just take No. v, inadequate food. I wer & heavy physical
laborer, but I also hadl five ehilidren. "nd we Just did nct have
enough focd, So I went to work every rorning without brealfast.
I was collapsing of hunger. Many otier pecple had the sane
difficulty. They 4id not eat breakfspt rither, Breakiast beesve
a notlomn.

Of ecourse, we did disevss our persona. proclems, if ther were
acute, pueh ag the breskfant, o rathix the sbsence of ‘. We
disecunsed them with cur fellow.werdrerny,. Our superiorsg wire
party mewbers. One had to remain silent vhen in thelr v.einity.
It would have been poseible te renedy the general siltust.ong

if the govermment had sholished <the pyeten of eompuliery dinliveries

and 1 it permitted the marketing of epriecvltural goode,
I perscmally eould nof do asything to remedy ny cwn
situation. Why? DBecause of my cadre ctabus,
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(3 1) Yes, there were meny such taings. Just one example: when they
changed the name of the norm-gystem, T Ve knew we would be

receiving leas money.

(3 3) There wasn't snything. Under commmism, there were no such
poasibilitien, If scmeon? Wes kneeking < the deor, we all
trembled in fear and walted in am swful cxpectation. "It is
only I, the neighbor,” csme the volee fr:n the outside. "It
18 not the AVH," was our automatic, reflex thought. An experience
of thie sort did represent both joy and 'wllef. The death of
Stalin was another cause for us to be jorous., We thought
salvation (megvditas) womld came to us then. Already then we
expected a change.

There was a joke sbout Stalin at the time of his deathi
The Communisis decided to s2ll 3%alin's cadaver to the United
States. One of the comrades suggested 100,000 dollars as the
priee to be asked, Others objected, wan'ing st least 150,000
dollars., It was decided to advertlse th: rale in the nowe-
paepere in the hope of receiving & very high bid that way.
Finally two ‘merican gentlemen srvived and offered 100,000 dellars.
The Cormnmnists demsnded 150,000 dollars. The Americans refused
at first, but, after consultation, aceepied the sale st 150,000
dollsrs, d2claring their intenticn to tate the body as a rellc.
“Where do you want to place the cszdaver? '-- enquired the
comrafes. "ie will take it to Jerusalen -~ was the reply.
"Oh, no," protested the Ruseiasns. "The szle is off under EK
those circumstances.” We wom't let you L> take it to that place.
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ope Ian had already risen from the dead there.”
The rezl power in Hungary was Iln the hancs of the Rusglane .
This fsct wan lnown to every Hungerian tvo years old or older.
There was a bureaucrscy of tremendous proportions. It was
characterized by erercachemerds, defelles’ions, steallngs, and
falelficationa, Dailies very seldam car-ied such dirty things,
except in capes when reat or other thinz wers misging from the
market for two weeks or longer.
Those ¥ho }i# were prepared to submit theis:lves unconditienally
to the Ruesian dictatorship emd to appla.d Hungary's exploitation.
1t was o matter of character, not of social clase., Among them
were mrall landholders, lawyers, &nd tool =nd dle makers.
These were made up of factory workers' and of peasants’' s2ons.
They received airemendovs salary anc poassessed total power
over the civilian pepulatiom., Affter the AVH, army officers
were the most dreaded people.
The party selected these people {rom its oom ramks. SLy
impostors were they (nagy hintd reic volbak), they apoke wWith
their mouths. but they themeelves m%ﬁhﬁ% a word of
what they were saying, This quallby was an izportant pre-
requisite for a manager; degreocs, or sl ptness, or technieal
skills vere not necesnary.
This wae a youth ocrgenization, under Conmnlst directliom.
Young people were not fanatic socut it. Soms of party bigwigs
enjoyed the advantages the DISY gave the'l, such as excursions,
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redueed feres, etc. My children never went to amy swch places.
I don't know.

No.

Not applicable.

I don't know.

Ho one sreng My acqueintances jolned the party. Those whom I
¥new wWere perty members, were not lmown to me prior to thelir
entrance, S0 I could not make eny eomporinoms.

They ecould mot express or show to us their true feeling and/or
opinions, if they were dissatisfied. HYe could mot talk to them
sinecerely either. We could never have told if such acts -
had they taken plsce -- were an aitempt to make us jump, or
AVH mize, or informer-deception, or sincere tHalk.

No.

They sure miet have had a high command. It was the government,
ag nominated by the Fussians.

I was a rember of the workers' labor union. Entrance into 1t
Wwes eourpulsory, if scmeone did not join he waa fired.

It would have had s beautiful pwrpose if Lt had been permitted
to functicn =22 Vestern lsbor vnions do. But not the way our
wnion opersted. We simply did mot know what the purpose of
lebor unicne in Hungery was, Thoey gave us §@ Innumersble
promines, nct one of which ever materiaiinzed.

Joining wss ecmpulsory, I became a member in 1943,

I paid my FEIX dues. WNot even Chat did I do velumtarily.
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On pay-day, the uvalon representative was walting for me at the
pay window and demanded hie money. Very citen they took my due
out of 1y envelope belfore 1 even saw 1%,

(7 8) They ¢enounced smd cursed the lsbor unici. We sald that this,
(the 1sbor uniem), too, was just another wagom-pushexr of the
Commnlst rezime. Later the sicimess e wlite snd assistance
also were tied to wilon mexbership. The union was a fab income
to the state's treapury.

(7 1) They were under camplete Communist direc:lon. The chalrmmn and
other leading menbers were all mewbera o the Communist Party.
Even they, the union lesders, comstantly spoke sbout overw
produciion en union meetings. 'Feep on usking great efforte
end poepifieen” = thay used to say ~- "you will have a
better 1ite.” You can imagine how emtluied we were wWith such
good advies., They held the meetings rigat in the factory
building., Why? Onee out of the gates, ihay could never have
gathered ua for a mecting.

(7 m) See alpo Ghe snawer given to R, 7 1. H§f Lebor unions are
helping hands of the expleiters., of the fusslan system. They
made an effort to nrovide vs wWith work clothes, but even thet
was of such bed quality that 1% only lspied for 2=-3 months.

(3) T earmot talk sbout comvineced Cormmmists. After all, they, too,
have poen our wretcheineps every day, ¢vin Ghough they themgelven
hed better jobs and higher pay.
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Parents of all young people were puffering subjects of the regime .
Farente constantly reninded them of tre cbvious comtradivtions

of Cormuniat 1life. Paremts of DISZ-"eadors suffered too, lust

as did everybody else, Those young peop e vho delivered the

big speeches there were pald very well., Nl But parents eof

such lesinrs suffered, neverthel:ss. 7 coursze, there were meny
brigande (haramia) among them, ¢oo. A oty has grest influence
with ¥E her chlldren in these things. When the family &
discontented, the dissatisBaction exerts itn influence cn every
menber of the family. There alirays are peonle who are met
contented. But whereas im 1938 in a villaj you eould find

five discontented famillies, im 1956 08 sorommt of all the families
were dissatisfied, insluding fmxllies of mony a parffty menber,
Only the "SzCa chalmmin and cowncil chalimia were sabisficd

with thel» situation. These paople rece ved so much for & month
ag decemt people earnzd in hall z year.

E Ve know very little of them., We were Lold that the AVE wlll
be regponnible for the malntenance of intermal security, thst

it will bve cherged with the protection of thwa state's interssts.
But thet 1t will enter into, and Iinterfere with politieal life
as well, -hat we never even dresied. Tar AVE became an ool
potent foree in Hungary. It bec:cme the highest tribunal over
life snd death., EBut we learned nll These things onlyll later,
The AVH became the exclusive ammy of the party, funetioning
entirely independently of the lav. Thﬁy-:nuld do anything they
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plessed; They could hamg, Lhey eould torture, they could mander,
Even during eourt proceedinge, 1i' a perscn they ascused refused
to admit his being guilty, spd was not convicled, the AVH got
him back ‘n two weeks agein znd by “hen the wretched soul became
the most cooperative self-ascusing W.iness.

I don't mow. Put I believe recrultliy nas dore on the baszis

of Lthorourh investigeiion and cbservatioc hy the party. Omiy
those were asccepted whose eadre was good If\’?};ﬁuubt, peaple
who served the regime with eamplete dzvolilon. Salaries of AVE-
mem ranged frem 6000 %o 20,000 forimbs par onih. Beplde their
enormous alary, AVAemen were emtitled to nie the Lwligies

of Rugais warehounes and FX's (orosz konaunok), Whel® avigien
of food =il elothing could be had for a srifle, Such Rusele

snd AVE p:ores werm svalleble 1ln mamy eisies. Thensa atoren

had ridicilouwsly low prices, Ome liter of wine cost ome ferint,
I don't loaow., JIf one saw & pollceman or &0 LVH man, one {ried
to avold ad E evede them like one &volds sné evades a burming
house .

Thege tWe terms simify cne =nd the same thing. Or perhaps they
were piptars.

Ho.

All sorts of people were arresbed in Hungeiy , except party meubers.
1 know of ome, of Kirtaresa, locsbed at ehous o kilcmeters from
Pudapest. Another was the Xaroly Lekbanys in Budeors. In all
mines ané im all grest conatructlon projechs, thousanis of
interasd people werked as foreced laborers. Later seme of the
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prinons ware zholished, but the niming forsed labor esmya emsined,
liet applizable,

I would t21] him mover to oppose norg Lo rraict anythiag or
anybody. lost important, I would Gell Alm never to talk or thvink,
Juet keep om woriking. 4d4od only nows hov nawy thousazds o

people waich and ohperva ope snoiler gn’ rao e en o andiher

I don's icww,.

No. Thin is not talten into connlidersiicea st snll,
Well, in :nat case, yes. Buk evin then one mov mever be coriain.
There are always malevelent peoplie whe Lmwant - atony, sl &
pariion thy so accuse vanishes quickly.

In 1049 12 terror wae extremely astrong. % continued wmicil
June 1955, After Junz 1953, it subsided aoavhst amd ab the

Bame time 1t beeamne a 1ittle meor: mederslic.
Hungexy 13 undler s canplete Rusnian yoke, " Fungarsizs cannet

agt cr do anything acsording to is Zfree 1.1 in Hungsry.

Soviet inTluence wan 2qually stroag sud enatratdng 1a 2ll srens
of Humgarlan life.

If ope loayms to know hiz co-woriaes wor: Intimstely znd o relilabls
acquaintaiceshiip in so esteblish:4, then, in hidden znd owl=Gi-the-
way placoi, pecple do ¢eall thelr Croubles To one anotler,

Cni ham ;0 cbserve very thorougrly thoma 1ith vhon e 1ntendn

to pesoeirbe, One meah mow precinely a vovion's Tanlly - ceeb .

and ipgpe:t snd EEEL serutinige cueh peoscn’s Sotal coblvicien

in past rre. Thope who suffer:d, er aunta2iped a lozg, oy tho

i Y. Fitia
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Mexkers of the Conmnmnist Party vere the Jesat hostile, %Those
people hel good incomep. They ¢ovld nobk ¢von imagine thet their

regime eonld poasibly com2 to v end,

Thoese o Wers responsible forr the emergense of the Potofl Cirele
surely bzl true Bogerian kewrte. They vero unselfish and seli-
saarificli gz pople vko dawnl opst thelr mwitlo; aod dared

prociain The trech 1o thy densec b win nocplianddd sl paeriloile
performarec,. Lut we din not days telleve €io® dhak wint on

there cor d b2 brue. %Ye were ab - Lo rord of The Cizclos
activitics in the de’ly nowspope @ alber Marda 1986, oub wa
thovght 7 imeredil.e that the O ammdet poos doxld wepovt Tl

goings ¢ at the Clicle., ¥We wer  gcendticul of ke wholy aflaly.




(1)
(1 a)

(2)

(2 a)

(2 b)
(2 e)
(2 4)

(2 g)

( 3)

(3 a)
(3 v)
(3 e)
(3 e)
(&)

(& e)

No. 155 "A" INTERVIEW (UIDE SE(TION C P %L 0.99

I roceived most of my information from foreign radio brosdeasts.
The foreig: radiof wan the most ilmportani.. These stations
reported well in advance impending govermmenl regulations and
decrees. IE They kmew of thesc thiags curller even than the
Bungarian Parvliament.

I read orne newspaper, the Mggyar Nemze:. T ¢did mot read anmything
else.

I read the Magyar Nemzet. This newspepe used To have the title

of Pesti Hg.plé. I waz 2 subseriber to i since a very long time
and ecntinmed receiving it even after ¢h: change of titie.

I reasd the sbove newsparer every day.

See gecond part of amswer to Q. Z a.

It had o 58 good claapified soetion, =nl 1t also carried a novel,
The Szsbad Nep, in contrast, wrote omly ibout dogma.

Yes, on Hovexmber 10, 1556, I got hold of = German-language Ffustrisn
newspaper,

I wag only twiece in movies during the 12 years. I naw the fall
of Berlin and snether picture, whose ©iile I don't remenber

any more.

I woud nos have looked at a Soviet pictare at any priee,

I liked historiecal and entertzining pictares.l

Yes, .. £3¥ 8 pleture about the troubadours.

Nec, not under the ersa of the democraey.

No, I did not.

PetOfl, Arany, Morics Zpignoné end Jékal Mor,
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We listerel! mostly to Tiemma. Viemms »ad better musical
prograw, ng. The Budapest radiec spoke cnly of tractors and of
hoeinz. I did not purchase a radio to liztem comstamtly to
noei'3, to producticn, smd to sctivitics of the enemies of the stete.
Yer, We llstened to Radlo Vienra, Radic Free Europe, to the Voice
el Anerica, to Washington amd to Lomdon,

We bellieved in, and we had hope in, for2ign radios only.

No, I did mot.

We did not belleve anything of what we ~e¢ad in Hungarian news-
papers, In every area of life ve saw t:e liep and falsifications
and perversions, We did not bhelieve th: press elther,

Ve believed such things as government decrees. We knew thet

they actually were issued. We dild not neceggarily believe that
the decress were intsnded to serve that purpose which the
govermment S8 proclsimed to be their aim. Otherwise, I did

not trust even the w=2ather forecast of “‘he Hungarism press.

Yes, the Imre Nagy program, for imstanc:. When Nagy read his
program in the radio, in Jume 1953, 1% vas a sensational news.
One éid not want to helleve onc's ears .t the time, so ineredibly
sounded Hagy's words. Prior 4o that, sp2sches of Rakosi and
other leaders were of an enticely diff¢.ent order. We did not
even bother listening to them.

No, I never did. I don't even know whzi it was or if it ever
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existed.

Yes, they diad. ﬂumaily spesking, those who hed 1edio recelvers
made every effort to listem to foreign redlo broadcaste. One
person never dared inform another about this, never adritted
that he was listening, nor would he suggest L doing #0 %o
anyone elae, But everyome who sould, did it.

I kxmow that stomic bombe were ¢ropped cn two Japanese citiles

in 1945 and that seversl thoussad people were killed as a resu't,
I don't know, We did not even know at first where Korea was.
Naver in my life have I ever before hesrd Korea memtiomed.

I don't remember uver havimg heard ef this, ome way or the other,
We, too, sald ferveat prayers quite often that West Germany

may complete her rearmsment soovn,

I have geer quite a few of thess balleons myself. I also read

a mmber of the leaflets these dallooms ¢ropped.

We knew of the Berlin riets of 1953. Ve were very pleasned %
h2arinz of it im foreign radio broadeastie.

Wa wer: well 338 oriented on that by the foreign radies.

Yas, we knew of emigre groups cnd of their activities,
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I would eliminate the system itself, every littie bit of it.

I would institute free elections. The Russisns cught to leave
our ccuntry. The moment they left Hunga 'y alome, “he present
governnent:, too, would collapase instantaeously. On the other
hand, it is senseless to talk asbout anmy changes, chamgys which
would not have as their prereguicites : ‘ree Hungary, wwmolested
by the Russlans,

I don't know of any good things which th: Russiama brought -o us,
Norm zre there any festures st all, az rotituted by the Prevent
regime, which could honestly b2 said to He goed.

Yes, very definitely. ©Unly on the basls of politieal parties
ecan the life of a healthy country be built up and developed.
Only with the help of politieal partiez *an the leadlershlp cf

a nation be effectively comtrolled amd = situation prevented
vhere one politieal sect holde subjugatel and exploited vast
nasser of the nstion. sgeinst the deternined wishes of the

population,
Every person should have the right to {rrely manifest his

feelings and to express his opinlons unh:mpered. Every person
has X¥SXNFTHE the right to bring o the piblle forum the products
of hie erest ive imaginastion. The public zhall be the judge,
Those who have better ideas will thus 2z recognized by the
m\mﬂ their ideas shall prevall.

Of eourge not. Why should they be forhiiden to denounce the
goverrment? If anyone knows of somethin:, no matter what, cor
how grave it is, he sghculd be given all :he opportunity to |
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pring his kncvledge to the attention of “he publie. This sort
of procedure Would be one of the foundai .cns of the prineiple
of legalit .

Ho, Lveryone has the right to ssy the t:uth, or what he thinke
is the ‘Tuth, and it is the duty of the ;.overnment to accomodate
1tsel’ to changing situations. If the g werrment heas made a
migf ke, or done something wrong, such f.cts shall be exposed
an/ the government shculd correct 1ts nistakes, The govermment
b B to abide by the wishes of the people. it ¥ must serve what
the peiple conslder to be their interest, refraining entirely
from "ursuing a policy foreign, or ¥ oppcsed to, the interests
of “he natien.,

Yore

Y8, naturally, In all probability something is wrong with the
sovernzent if the masses decide to ralse thelr volces agailnst it.
Such government certalinly does not pursue s right poliey, it
does not adequately consider the nation’s interests.

Armed uprising is Justified in a situaticn like the one which
obtained in our own country, charagtarized by extremely high
taxation, total exploitation, life mo lorzer bearable, destruetion
of the family, complete disregard of lsw =nd legality, the
issuance of government decrees which conpletely depended on the
wWill of a foreign power, and the foreing o such decrees on

the population without regard to the nastion's rights, actual
desires, or their consequences. (o govermment,
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oberating after 1948, was ever ~ecognized by the Hungarian people,
The forcefully accelerated temwpo of induvatrialization must be
significantly reduced and sloved down. dungarian industry must
devote a far greater attemtioa to the produetion of consumer
goods. The development of Hungarisn nduztry must be based on
Hungarlian economic facts and circumstant?s, on the ¥ eapaeity

of the neighboring countries to absorb : 1% market Hungarian
exports (szomszedallamok pia-ufelvwﬁképe :nerere), B on the
avalilability of necessary raw materials ¢ .thin Hungary and in

the neighboring countries, Hungarian economy mut be so re=
organized that it may become an integral part of a Yarger eeconcmlc
unit whose operstion is based on a complrie reciprociir among®”
gtates, This reorganization would have o take plaee 1. both
OXEGGET industry -- all branches of it -~ and agriculture.

The present situation represent anii =conomy forcefully
maintained. It is not the natural outgrowth of existing econom.
facts and circumstances, but the result of a political dogma
whose correctness it proposes to demonsirate, no matter what
the consequences. Our economy is based on such plans which we
are ineapsble of executing, even if we lshor at it during our
aentire life. We possess neither manpower w econamic or matural
resourges, factors indispensable for it: implementation and
realization,

I favor nationalization of heavy indust:y insofar as nationallzed
neavy industry is eapable of both exploring our national
resoureces and producing raw and semi-firished products necessary
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for our industry in an economically advantageous fashion.
Natlonalizatior of this sort is not disadvantageous, but it

is decidedly cto the advantage of the nat'on,.

Yes. I werld restore smaller undertakings to private hands

in capes /here 1t is obvious that privatc initiative and personal
imagine-ion would make their operation f r more suecessful and
to a -uch better advantage to the nation as a whole, than if
the were run by the state. I have in rind here such industries
a textile, timber industry, ete.

/rivate profit is good, naturally.

State monopolies are not disadvantageous to the natiom. State
monopolies do not exclude other private vndertskings. To the
contrary, monopolies encourage ard invite private firms to a
competition. Monopolies have greater surs of money avallable
and are therefore better suited to carry out greater projects
and ¥ to realize greater aims, This can: ot be said to be s@@
bemleg¥ disadvantageous in sny way.

See answer to Q. € b.

I government planning reelly has for it: =im the inerease of
production, the better serving of the necls of the consumer
public, then, planning is very good indec 1. But if the econcmic
plans became a burden to a nation, when tliey serve not to
sonsolidate what a nation Possesses but L-ing sbout econcmic
dislocation and chaos, then they are decildedly ruinous.

Goverrment plamming in Hungary manifosted itself in its

most E disadvantageous forms; our governient was foreed to
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carry out a Russian-dictated plan, which benefited Russia only,
not Hungary., We 4id not recelve any ecanmpensation for the goods
we produced. Such national econamy is 2130 a nation's grave-
digger, which it actually did become.

The state, for instance, has no right whatsoever to interfere
into family life., HNor does the state porcess a right to
interfere with matters of faith., These are areas where everyone
sets and chooses and arrives at decisions freely, prompted
solely by his own free volition.

Yes, naturally. A eitizem is obliged to love and cherish his
ecountry. To become a deeent eitizen thercof. To respect and
cbide by the laws of the eountry, to inculcate love of and
devotion to the country in the hears of his offsprings. To
sccept his share of the mation's total chligations (taxes,
work, etc.), amd to carry out these obligstions ascording te
his ability.

A state cannot even be imagined but o be composed of
workers and leaders. This is something wihich is self-understcod.
Yes, of course. The govermment must secure law and order,
it must maintain legelity and constitutionality, 1t must see
to it that the rules of the state's civil ¥ code are respected
equally by all and that everyone sbides Dy them without exception.
The government must see to it that the l:nd and other real estate
-= the foundation of & nation -~ is retumed and kept in the
hands of its rightful snd legal owners. The govermment is
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further obliged to Jegislate and administer in such a manner
that the laws apZ Tregulaticns promcte the well-being of the
people, not ‘<& misery and exploitation, MNost important, it

is the duts of the government to secure tc its citizens their
Mall rigats as enumerated in the state's Gonstitution. This
mist b2 done not just cn paper -- as it wae done in Hungary --
but in asctual reality.

O»r country struggled with an acute shoriage of physicianms.
£111, medical eare did irprove sinee the war. This does not
nean that there was a tremindcus improvement in the sphere of
soeial insfitutions. There wre cwntless diseases whose origins
and caouses are searched for in vain, cvhysiclians are not
permitied to leave the country to atien: international conferences
or to emmtribute to research projects end, -~ven if the causes

of soms diseases are discovered, there are no sedicaments
avallsdle., In larger villages asnd factories, med.g¢a] offiees
are functioning where a general practitioner and alsc gome
mirpse are availsble, First ald staticns are also fairl, sommon,
No., First of all, Russified arts and films are mot liked L\

the people. Films of Western origin, when we had them, ram &
tines for weeks, and everyone spoke of them in an enthuslsstic
r.shion. Seeing them became 2 lasting experience for all of us.
Hungarian productions were favored to a certain extent, if their
content was not too antagonistie.
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(13) Definitely not. We all consumed at least 25-30 percent less
calories than we did before the war. Our food situation was
EY much better even during the second World War, even though
vwe had to feed the German war machinery in those days.

(13 a) Wo.

(13 b) /bout the same.

(1h) Fo. I have seen many ragged (rongyon) poople in both Budapest

nd Qyor.
(14 a) Mo,
(14 ») Fo.
(15) It certainly did ineresse, It must have increased at least

100 pereent. Unfortunzstely, nothing rerz'ns in the eountry.
The Russians take away everything.

(15 ¢} How could it be good?

(16) The direction of factorles and other undertak'mgs should mot be
undertaken by the workers, but by sble =7l gified people who
are well trained and educated, and who rorsesé an adequate
experience for such work. The faet that = worker assumes the
director's seat is not suffieient Ia. guarantee that g1l the
problems will be solved to the advantage of the workyrs. Workers
thould be assured their right to instituie ratiomaliz:tioms or
be permitted to make such proposals to the plant manageient.

(16 a) Labor unions should be the eommecting link between emplojees
and employers. They should represent the workers' interes:s
against the employers., Labor unions should fight for correcy
labor practiees and for just wages. They should be completelr
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jndependent of the govermment, aml of the government's polieies.
They should be coupletely independent,
Membership shoul{ be recrulted on a voluntmpry basis.
Only £it and expert people, who are well educated snd experienced,
who are full' familiar with a foctory's production metheds and
procedures, should manage a factury. A baker camnot be a steel-
mill direcfor.
Factory menagement should be responsitle to higher direeting
organs. ‘'hese, in tum, should take ia;0 consideration domestiec
conpumer needs. These needs should bée 'mphasized in production.
Mansgement should also be responsivle to the workers. It
should jive regular reports ﬂ: agrnﬂt! Tiglized, giving detalls
on how muech of these profits TS giver t0 we workers.
Collective farms are umnatural (ercltetett); iwm their
incevtion bankrupt, foreed imstitutions which n®\w. i, this 1ife
will have the slightest possidility of suecess. Cchaotive
fums of Demmark, organized on a voluntary basis, are \..ajjent
11stitutions. They prosper and develop very nicely.
/ state ferm 1s a transitional institution which grabbed yz¢,
land reserves after the war and prevented the distribution .
the land to the peasants., State farms control vast land mas. .
which under normal cireumstances would be flarishing farms and
would offer to many thousands of farmer families the foundabion
to 2 happy and eontented life. In contrast to what these
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stat® farms should have become, they now present a sorry plcture
where everything degenersted into a heartless and soulleas
indolence. (lelketlen nemtoréddmsegge T2jult ott minden.)

State farms were aptly called the stato weed-producing
undertakings (dllami gaztermeld vallalz:ok).

If the Russisns leave the country, ecollewive farms will disband
Immediately.

Yes, naturally. To every man belonge th: territory of land

into whieh he was born, which was his ocwn. By taking away the
land, they shook and undermined the whol: naticn’s foundation.

I should only like to observe that, if they returied 200 holds
to any former estate owners, that ghould pe more thw sufficient.
200 holéds should be the meximum to be restored., The rest should
be distributed on a propertionsl basie to working peasént
families who would like to till the land.

Yes, ol course., This should be done on the basis of reeiprecity,
ag 1t was done before the war. The pessents helped the state

by eomtributing to the nstiom's stabillly and JOEEEE prosperity,
and the statt%h;ﬁ farmers by providing them with fertilizecs
and by asslsting them in the marketing of agricultural products.
You would not have to do anything to theun, they themselves would
disintegrate soon encugh, because they heve no future. There
ghould be TFEE tractors snd other faru wechinery, but all this
equipment shculd be in private hands.
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The education of the youth should be canpletely restored and
placed into the hands of the Chuch. 'The underlying prineiple
bere 1s very clear-cut and simple: the Chureh and the people
are one, The people elect the povernmen'. Therefore, the
govermment recognizes the Church completoly, because the people
80 desire it.

On the elementary school level I should definilely send my
chlldren to church schools. On the secondary levol, there
should be mixed church-sgtate schools, On the univeigity level
it is better if schools are under state control, since the
Church could not ereaste such good relationships with foroign
hstitutions as ecan the state,

The people would take care of party membors. I would certain'y
not advoecate sticking them into prisons or mines where no one
could see them. I favor the eye for eye, tooth for tooth
principle here; I would subject them to the same conditions
end eircumstances to whiech they subjected us., I would let them
work, mske foreed deliveries, buy peace loans, purehase their
consumer needs for ten times the regular price, ete.

(Youth League members.) I would let then alone, except if they
are gullty. I would take into considers:ion extenuating
cireumstances, such as father belonging %o Commumnist party, etc.
ifter all, they did stand their ground snd behaved decently in
cpposing “he regime during the Revoluticn.




(19 e)

(19 1)

(19 g)

(20)

(21)

No, 155 FA" INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION I ILP p.ll2
Yembers of the A?H-:ﬂuwMHmﬂaﬂthEﬂmmu sub-
serviently. They tortured and tormented mercilessly their
enemies.

Venmbers of the pollece -- I don't know what %o say. They weren't
much better then the AVH,

Commmnist leadsrs who turned against the Soviets during the
Revolution ~- the people discussing their affairs would
rronounce chelr sentence., I am certain that these people would
not be <ent to the West.

The Buttle of Mohass of 15263 Hungary defended the West even then.
The #ar of Independence of 1843; already then we fought for

our national independence, 1914; we entered into the first
Vorld War -- a war which was none of our business, which we

/1d not want., 1919; the date of the shameful Commmist reign
of terror. 19403 we went to war for forelgn interedts.

19563 Hungary revolted against Russian autocracy.

Hungary was always Western, not Eastern oriented. If we
¢did not have Russlan occupstion of ocur country, Hungary even
now would go with the West, not with Moseow.

Ve Hungariens are lmown in foreign lande only as produeers of
the paprika plant and ss ranchmen (esikosok) of the Hortobigy
Puszta. But this no longer holds true and there i1s much more
to Hungary thsn paprika snd puszta. We have made great

sfvances in culture. In my estimation, among the peoples of
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the Damube-basin, Hungarisms are much more advanced eulturally
than are the Rumsnians, Serblans, or the Czechs.

You cannot differentiate classes This wiy. It always has been
Hungary's curse that the upper ten thovsznd tried to distinguish
itself from the people by HEEBENENITNEXNI digasgociating itselfl
from the masses and by living a life pseullar to the uppermost
class.

Yes, TEE Counts and barons lived a life distinctly un-Humgarian.
T cannot offer my views here. I knrw only the Horthy govermment
and the Commmist regime. During liorthy I lived the carefree
1ife of a youth., Under the Commmlists I became a ragged,
overworked, weary and tormented ma.

There was significant soclal and esononic inequality in Hungary
pefore 1945, Counts, barens, snd ‘ndustrialists were over-
privileged.

During the five-party eoalition govermment (1985-1947) there
was = marked upsurge of econcmic progperity. Life was
decidedly better then than in 1938, What hsppened after 1948
should be quite evident to you by now. it was the worst

period in Hungery's 1000-year old hilstory.

Political boundaries certainly would no: be necessary if a
Europesn unicen could be estsblished, Such a union would meake

everything more free.
Bungarians live in a ninority status in (zechoslovakia, Rumania,
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and Yugoslavia, These Hungariang are craving to return to
their homeland just as a chlld desires to be reunited with
his parents. Territories where Hungarians constitute more than
50 pereent of the population should be returmed to Hungary,
(2k) Hungary's problems could only be solved if a government, free
from foreign pressure and influence, covld tske over the
direction of state affalrs, Such a government, assited by
long-term loans of other friendly governments, would have to
completely reorganize the nation's econciy, Hungary would
have o sssume her role smong the naticrr as am equal partner
and eater into bilsteral, and mutually satisfactory, eommereial
agreements with her neighbors and other states.

(25) Russians are brought up in a decidedly larbariec fashion. Their
cultural nivesu is extremely low.
(26) The teachings of Marx and Lenin I never took in my hemds.

Bven during lectures I tried either mot to listen to what was
sald or I agitated against their dogma ‘n oy limited cirele,
I did not believe a word they sald, becruse I saw the realitles
of 1life. Neither Marx nor Lenin had an hold on us, thelr
teachings had no effect on us.

(26 e) MNo. Tito serves the interests of the pcople, not those of
narxism or of Marxists.

(26 h) This is a very hard question for me to snswer, I am not familiar

with Marx's teschings.
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(26 1) Pungary was & democracy between 1945 and 1948.

(27) It signifies to me a nystem which strives to eliminate Russian
influence, and direct Russian meddling into the imternal affairs
of a state,

(27 e) They are completel; incempstible.

(28) The people would 4ot heve permitted Imre Nagy to remain our
prime minister. ¥ We wanted Mindszenty to take that positicn.

(28 ») No, he eould nut have remained at the head of the government,
The populatloca would have pressed for his resignation, ILegal
elections wiuld have taken place and the followers of commnism®
would have dwindled to quite insignificsnt a number.

(29 a) Socilalisn, where citizensrights are kept and respected, is good,

b} Bad,
[ Bad,
prv]

d} Bad,

@ I dm't know what the term really means.
14 G‘U-ﬁa

h Eﬂﬂl-

i 7 don't know him,
3 i don't lmow him,
k Eead,

Good ,
n Em-

(30)  Citizens' Democratic Party (Polgari Demockrsta Part).

(30 a) Nindszenty.

(71) &, less; b, less; ¢, less; d, less; e, more; £, there
weren't any, as far as I know; g, more; h, most less, soms

leaders more; i, lesz.
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Everyone had it better, except party membera.

Interests coincide,

There was a certain aloofness between them.

Interests conflict.

Interests conflict.

Interests coinclde.

Interests colnecide, except for Cammmist X laity.

I don't know,

I don't know.,

I don't kmou,.

I don't know.

We never had any fears or worries in this respect, We
constantly kept ourselves informed through the radio and we
knew quite well that the many accusations leveled against thes
United States simply did not correspond to reallty amd to truth.
Nobody would £ight for the present regime. DNot only the
Hungariasans, but all the other so-called people's demoecracles
would go against the Rwasieams. Ve expected preclsely this to
happen during the Revolution, Everyvherz 98 percent of the
people oppose their rulers. Calm is maintained only by the
foree of arms.

No. If I had been permitted to freely express myself in Hungary,
I would have replied to your questions there precisely in the®™
geme wey ag I did here.
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Hu,Ieanthinkurmthlngatallatthamm-
It will be very salutary indeed if you will offer your findings
to all interested in kmowing. People will be able to see what
went on in Hungary. The Russians saerifice tremendous sums
brmymdarrmtuunth-nmatmnafthmph.
IraelImﬁueharginghaﬂthlz,rmdbnmimIm
tomumdtnwnmm,mmumuhugutimlmtn
mankind, My smewers will form an integral part of a wonderful
document, which will admonish people not only of this but also
of future generations,
Tou will be sble to eolleet atm amount of material
this way. Emeiallyirymemnplﬂctumhmmm
any years in AVH prisons. They can tell you a great deal

ebout how shamefully low the present nivean of Hmgarian legallty

end justice sank. The saddening fact ie that the tortures now
sre raging even more cruelly and even mere meveilessly and
that we, while safe in our Persons, are sontenced to a eomplete
impoteney smd must helpleasly weteh while our Wﬁ%ry to
high heavens for help.

I would like %o urge you and to ask you 4o avoid mentioning
&Ry names, Including my own, the name of the factory, the nzme
of the village, or anything that could possibly identify me.

I still have family menbers amd relatives remaining home and
the disclosure of my identity would bring the most serious
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consequences to tuem, You should lmow, for instamce, how
countless peopls, idemtified from magazime pictures taken by

/meriean phorographers during the Revolution, paid heavily for
this B8 pvhlieity.,

Yeas, I {aink so.

We shoild have discussed, for instance, how was it poasible for
the Yussians to keep Hungary occupled for so lomg. We were
urder the impression that ence the Russisns withdrsw their
vseupation from Austria, they would also have to pull out of
hmgary. It was our understanding that “he ﬂmﬁﬂnﬂ ey
Was incldewtal to the occupation of Aust:ia, sinece/Russisns had
%o maintain an wninterrupted line of commmication to their
troops in Awstria. But this no longer cpplies, Austria is free,
and yet Nussians continue to remain in o country,~ What is
the explmation of this? We heard of Ya!ta and of an.

But we !mow nothing definite about what icok place there. I
the Volee of America explained thege poirts, if it lifted the
vell oL this mystery, it would be very bcneficlal to Hungary.

If I find my life's happiness here, snd 7 I-<Nanage to learn
the language, I d& not propose to eomsider this question for
the time being.

I suggest that you talk to people frem v:lous parts of Bungary .
L don't have any and I don't know of any.

L thought of it for some time,

i don't have any.

PR



