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There was discontent with the whols regime for a long time and partiecularly

in the last years. In 1952 I worked in the Georgiu Dei shipyarda. When talin
ing ﬂ&hm rs, Wawuuﬂminn that the Russians

took out everything frofi the commiry and Hungarisns hed to live a bad life.
There was such general discontent that everybody felt it couldn't last lomg
any more.

I would not tell that anything specially contributed to the revolution-what
happened during the last few years. The reconciliaticn of Moscow with Tito made
people feel that events will turn to worss because ncw even Tito will have cloeer
ties with ghe Scviet. The replacement ¢f Rekosi made peoplex fiel that things
would be better now, but soon it came oat that there vas no real change. I

was a sub=tenant in the apartment of n Commumist Pariy secretary in Blathy Otte
Utca; the street’s former name was Ssapary Utea. I chared a room thers with

a friend. FPrevious to the funeral of Rajk the Commurist Party secietary, our
landlord, had many disputes with my friend who was the son of & Kulak. At

the time of the Hajk funeral the (lommunist Party secretary told us taat they
expected moch mere from the regimu and he thought nov that many thing: were
only bluffs. He was about 40 or 45 and he worked as = foreman with th: Gens
Foundry. Both bhe and his daughter of 21 were formerly convinced Communiats but
appeared to be much less sure in tleir coovictions aiter the Rajk funeral.
During the revolution the party secretary was very silemt. He remained Iﬁ;
and listened to the radio.

Ths whole thing wes entirely unexpected. Hobody would have thought that a
revolution wouléd start.

I did not have such a feeling.

I don't know anything sbout it.
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(2f) The ssabad Nep wrete twe or $hres momths befere ths revelutiea already amd

(2g)
(2)

()

(3e)

(34)

since then mere eftem that heavy fanlts wers cemvitted ia the Party but thay
will will

WO be straightened eut. Agriculture wmmil b develeped and mechsaised,
heavy industry reduced amd mers eppertunities tﬁhﬂm to artisans ia
the small industries.
such
I don't rememier wishcix articles poema or lecturis.
The wiele thinmg started with a street demsmstrstien of ihe mivreity studemts.
Many woerkers joimed them. Om Octeber 23, at twe p.m. I lnd lunch in the Sabaris
Festaurant, Marx Square, and I saw She massos marching. Ta & windew in an upper
fleer ef a heme I sav an army offieer eutting out the Commumis: coat-of-aras
frem the Hungarisa $riceler.
and the army the
Even Cemmunist Party membersxtm the jeined the masses end/Russisn: could soe
oRly mem on whem they !
that prastically the could rely were the AVE. ambers.
4 better life, 2z mational independence as weiced firet by the studemt: and then
by the many workers Jeining them. Later imtellsctusls veiced mmeh fartvr goiag
demands, When during tho first demomstrations ome shovted that Rakesi ayald
perich, “.Eliﬂpnphdiimmu-mhntﬂthlmm
My friead with wvhem I was a sub-temant hmn& Rizx utea (Street) and apmethe:
friend of mize vere present en the aight of Octdber 23rd at Brédy Seader usi, ia
Tront of the radio buildimg. They related te me that AVH mem shet inte the
masses from the radie building and killed twe young mey and alse robabdly a giin,
This was after tmmmmnhthquuuﬁnthn-w:ﬂut. Be—
€ause of the semseless shosting of the AVH men, the demonstrations turmed inte
a fight. Pelicemen and seldiers arriving at the radie building handed ever their

firearms to the Tevelutionary masses. All those things happened sbeut midnight.
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(3e)I don't think se. accepted the sixtesa peints of the revelutionary
el bt AP
youths iuluhqmlth independence, severiag ties with the Seviets, Rus-
akcl

EXam g9 heme, better living cenditiems, raising ef wages, reducing prieces.

(3f) I 414 aet kmow emybedy.

(3g) The party secretary in the spertment where I lived plannasd to meve with his
fanily te the ceuntryside Jjeinisg o daughter living thera. During the last
summer already he did met attemd party meetings.

(3) Russki go heme, - should perish, Imre Hagy to the goveramemt.

(31) Ia the first eight er ten days the main demand was te sever ties with the
Seviet Unlon snd reveluticnary pesple were mot directly anti-Cemmmaist. But
after several days armed fighting, mmm
last tvelve years meant and turned te be aati-Commumist mere and mere.

(3J) Requesting private ewnership imstead ¢f cemmen preperty accerding te the sle-
&an:everything belengs te us.

(3k) When they saw that tho REussians were meving frem the covatry, they feund it
mers eppertuns te join the revelutionsry mmsses. I wae beld by acquaintances
that many Commumists remained simply inm their hemes during the vi us
days ef the revelutien. For example I have a friemd whe lived in Tyitiew

Ilﬂmiﬁlﬂhﬂllnﬂ.hlplim He vas &

strong Cemmunist before the revelution. He cansed my friend te be ponished with
S alledged smnti-
ten years im prisem previows te this time fer Ceamunist activities . Twe
of my £xa friend's brothers wers punished tee, at the ssme time alse dus te the
things teld agaimst them by the pelicemsn. The latier /ust remained home
during the revelutien.
(3) There were met.

would
(3m) We shmubixhave ebtained natiomal imdependence and I heps ales Private ewnership.
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(4) On Octoder 24th in the early morning hours I called om a friend who was &
worker with the Georgiu Dei shipyards. I went to hia with oy friend with whom
®hm 1 lived as a sub=tenant, and the other friemd wio was sentenced to ten years
in prison as related before. Our host told us that he spent the night already in
the former Communist Party house in the 13th borouzh of Budspest. He added that
there were nany armed revolutionary people in the Party howse. We decided te
Join those pecple end went to the quarters. Im lae begianing only scme fifty but
later about ome hundred amd fifty young people wire assombled there under the com-
mand of an uniformed officer who was told & by fhe others to have been a former
army captain. Thers were plemty of arms of dif ‘erent kinds. Bifles, pistole,
sub-muchine gins, hand grenades and even a Max]m mackins gun, Since thea I elept
xg there for veveral days. In the first daye '@ went out to carry food for
Freodom Fighters and their fsmilies. We wore arms end hod ap arm band indicsting
that we are nstional gzuards. We had n permit given by some revelutionaryauthority
to weer arms. Neat and other foodet’fs wers lrought into a cellar comnected
vith the Party house and several smong us went out to distribute them., DBread was
Daked 1z & baker's shop close to the house x nd 1t vas distributed tSe. Our
pecple vere in an enthusiastic mood apd falj“p thay had to join the revolution
to make an ené to Ruui.n rule. On the firet (uyse ;:t Hovember our commander ordersd
us to go out to dring iy mamrmn their hoiws. I wont out to the workers dis -
trict called Tripolis and tried to find there a: ].L’I"E ‘man. But his hggu was being
;.'I.ulﬂ.. I breke out the gates, but eculd mot £iad anybody there. His neighbors
mhlmtnu that Bhlrmﬂlui-htwm::;ltnl. but I could find out that
h-mum;rmmm-mmmmnu-nru-nu-nm-m
I.nhinhn-. His wifo was brought in later to our quarters by vthers bt I don’s
kuow what happened to her aftervards.
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(4a) Ome day late in Octeber I was permitted by Ve captalm whe was eur comman-
der te lock aroumnd ia the immer parts of tie city with twe friemds. We were
&
net permitted te/eff armed, becsuse we yad te pass the westera railread termimal

and 1% was knewa that 1% was eccuples by Ruseian tanks. My first alh was te ge
immediately
te ay hene and to find eut thimgs ‘Kere. When we pasesd the doulevard/west ef

Eilisn barracks and  suppesedly
the !‘Illnr:li WO Ba¥ a ﬂ.;ht betrion university studemts on the strest mpmewbdix
E -
Ave men iz the 'l‘.ll!ll“ tffhw an. The latter mmEm were white ceato ss clerks

Kosert
ia the * T e 4 Joedsterss nsed te de. We left the place of the fight

LA |

after & fow minutes.. Op the same day I saw peeple at the National Theataer's
building hemmering the ‘talin statne apert and to take eme small part of it
heme ar a seuvemir. four or five Hussisa tanks were pascing the masses but did
net fire at them, (astead tay fired at peeple from the tanks whs stesd clese
te the walls of nearby heuso and mmmdzras wounded twe yeumg pespls of abeut

twenty-soven and seventeea rispectively.
_ on ﬂ-nt for

(4») Early in Fevember we wout rg PN = e " Wresd. We were im ths mumber
U

of feur ik all arme’. Iz 'Xiwi Ut we met fifteon Humgarisn tanks with seldiers,
parking thers. <he ulﬂrl::tlbutMt they were mtmﬂrm“ﬁ‘zuh
Join the r--elutienz. 'p te this they ceuldn't de anything. A great mass wvas
areuns ¢hem. The seldi rs ihw sheuld theay get am erder they would be
-+4® to force the Russime out frem Budapest in a few heurs. All of them $elling
this were privates. Oificers ales were among the seldiers, but they just smiled
and did met tell anything.

(4e) 1 d1d a0t memx Adeut five AVE men wers breught im By meter cars te the quarters
of my armod group. mdlh-mumnmm‘mm. I den'$

knev vhat happened te them lator. But previeusly the captain teld that they are



’ - §O. 154 RA" IRTERVIEW GUIDE SECTIOR R IR P 7

not permitted to be harmed by us. The AVH men wers carried away from ouwr quar-
ters during the night. Ths captain also strictly ordered that nothing should be
taken from store windows or cpen houses. When 1% happensd once or twice that
young boys brought such things, the captein immediately ordered that they be re-
turned from whers they had beem taken. In the nearly Oricn radio factory there was
a storeroom for phomographs, radios snd disks. I saw that some youmgsters weat in
and tried to take home such things, but the masses standing around the fastory im-
nediately forced them to retura nmhmw that those living close to here
did not take anything away and nobody if permitted to do so.

(6) On Octobar 25 at night we went out by two trucks carrying revolutionary pamphlets.
About Tifty people were in each of the trucks. After about one hour's ride we
reached a village the name of which I don't know. \hihnnthnwn:huntldﬁhli
mmlm-m;m-h.mrrm“hnhjuhu. I think similer things
were on the pamphlets But I don't kmow their contents exactely. Vhea we reached
the village, we met armed soldiers. They still wore the Communist Red Star on their
caps though thoy were removed slready from the caps of soldiers we met in Budapest.
Soldiers at the village told us that they are not permitted to let us in, but sug-
gested to us to take another way to the inmner part of the village. We dam found
this way and entered the village where masses of people were on the streets and
women were crying. We distributed pamphlets, tock off the Red Stars from the
party house and the firemen's barracks. Local firemen helped us to do this. Then
we collected the Red flage from the village and took them to Budspest in the $ruck.

During the revelutionary days there was no work in my working place, the factory
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of mining
fﬂﬂhi.lnlu-d.hrnulu. It waz 7?7 er 78 Baress Tieca im the feurtih bereugh

of Budspest. I just picked wp my salary there sn a day early in Nevember after

the second retura ef thes Russiams dut did met werk there any mere since the

revelution. I was met a member of say revelutiemary coumeil.

I belenged te the armed greup eorganised in the fermer Cemmunist Party heuse

ef the thirteenth bersugh ef Budapess.

Vhen I mmmiaxnd entersd the guarters, there were asbeut fifty peeple im it. The

up‘ldl?m the cemmaader made a list ef them. Werkers of different enter-

prises were in the greup. I used te live ence ia the thirteemth berengh and

therefere I wns acquainted with the surreundings. Thersfere, I decided te

Jein this greup.

The number of the fighting greup ameunted sson ts seveniy or sighty and met
flucteuted

much later a hundred snd fifty. It finxemsted permantly s several of the

Froedenm Fighters were permitted te go omt te fight at anether place vhere they

theught that their friemds er brethers were fighting. Teed had beea carried

ia frem the cewatrysids te the steres, mﬂfu headquarters by

metercycle and. trucks. ' The night before the Russisns returasd te Budspest tha

marshall railroad
secend time we were saat eut te ihe s at Rakes. A% this time

meny people
there was a scarcity of feed im Pudapost and rmseiogdfoeex tried te break up the
rﬂlnld.ﬂ::; te got foed. Thersfere, guards were meeded. There were three
Freedom Fighters, three railresd mem and three seldiers as gwards. Ia addi-
tien te guarding the railread cars we had te check the cars passing the railread
bars mainly fer firearme. I did met fimd say firearms at this time im cars. It
was mainly the seldiers memg us whe checksd the idemtity cards and the car

driving permits ef pesple. I wemt eut with twe sther Freedem Fighters at mié-
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night and we were told that we would be relieved at 2:00 a.m. However, we had
to stey there until 6:00 g.m. In the morning the Russiang came.

(6s) The group I joimed on October 24th was formed by people who found out that they
could do it by friends or acquaintances. Wwhen we were on duty with armbends
and firearms in the elty, it bappened several times that people asked us where
they could join a revolutiomary group. When they were told, they came to our
headquarters and reported to the captain who was the commander. He interrogs
ted them and admitted them to Join. My friend QN va: 2cked why ho
was sentenced to ten years in prison. After he had given an sdequate explanation,
he was admitted by the captain. I was not interrogated by him for I had two :‘rienda
thare who identifled ms.

(6a) On November 4th we left the Party House for a school building mearby. Here tho
captain told us that Sha the revolution had been betrsyed and then he disappear-
ed. Ve did not sse him anymore. After this fifty or sixty of ua, still armed,
went to the borough headquerters of the Smallholder Pemty and then to the Rakosi
EKulturhas, House of Culture, located also in the 13th borough. On Hovember 5th
or 6th we went out to the ;ﬂ;ﬁr& &% Vacli Ut and found out there that soldiers
in vniform probably in the number of four, as well as ssveral civilians stood
thers armed. Ther told us thay wre walting for the Hussians and thsy are ready
to attack &g them. Up to the night about sighty people sssembled there. Earlier
already they were told by a man to carry guns from barracks also in the 13th
borengh of Eudapest im fromt of the Kossuth movie. I think the name of the
barracks was Dogea Grzrﬂ Laktanya. At this time slready Russian airplasnes were
over cur hesds. We went out in the number of eight or tem to the barracks and
carried thres gx zuns with ammonition by trucke. Hend arms and hand grenades were
wvith us already. After we returned with the guns, & man arrived in a luxurious

motor car carrying a sud machine gun and took the command
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of third
the greup. He erdered us /e taoke the ammumitien te the F¥ENTh fleer of the

building im cemstructien shere we osteed. He directed ws hew te place the
guns, & that he wer a seldier for a lemg time. He was in civiliam clethes.
He was gbeut thirty yeirs of sge. He gave a spesch ssyinmg that we weuld fight
up te the bitter ead. Guards were placed areund the gums and mere slderly
peeple tried to eprs/ate the gums, Dut it seemed that nededy mmdersteed 1t.

Sesm :uu: Ruisian tanks came from the directiom ef the westera railread

ef were drivea

statien, passed us in a distance am sheut aa hundred I“II:I and FilEfian addi~
tienal five badred te esix hundred meters enly t:::r; -:rt:- about fifteea
minuten. Jiter abeut thirty mere mizutes eighteen te tweaty Russiam tanks came
frem the lirectien of the westerm railread statiea. Eight of them stepped
eless v us. The sthers went away. Airplanes were still ever eur mi-l.:“
of v vent up te the building, abeut fifteen te twialy peeple remaimed INSFS
wi‘d & machine gun and at the guns. The man whe tuek the cemmand erdered whe
giould stay amd whe sheuld go wp te the buildimg. Older peeple were erdered te
‘emaln with the guns and the machime gun &8 it was suppesed that they knew seme-
thing abeut hew te eperate them. Abeut f£ifx £ift; miautes later eur cemmsader
digappeared. The Ruseian x tanks started te firc at the duildimg amd the
svrreurdings. Thene staying em the groumd sheuted up to ws te carry eut ammunmi-
‘iem, but me ems could de it bBecause of the heavy fire. After sbeut thirty mere
minutes Bussians alee came im armered cars. They stopped ea the Vaci Ut clese
to us and started fe sapproach us em feot. While th: mem on feot wers im ad~
vanceX, the tamks (id met fire om ms, but 1% was enl)y the footmen whs Tired

bty sub-machine gums er carbinmes. We started firimg from the third fleer ef the
building and abeut fifty er sixty Russians fell te the greumd killed er weumded.
Thea they returmed te the tanks amd the latter started firing sgain. The
building vhere we steed became ruimed se much that it vas impessidble te stay

there suy mere. Thersfere, we left the buildiag and rsm awey im differeat direc-
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tiemr. The mext day abeut three or feur of x us returned thers aad feund
body [ 3
ealy the dead WEEEFE of Minxfussiads. Peeple whe lived im the meighberhsod told nus
SEFEEET that the Russiams carried awsy the ether dead and wvemnded amd the
orly dead body we found thare was of » man who went in - house while
f i wiE® the ether Russ\amns
leaving
wvere leuzatrak. We did met find the gums either. I thisk they were carried
avay by the Bussimas.
$hat
(7) As te other revelutiomary grewps I kmew emly/at the Corvim mevie ia fremt ef the
Kilisa barracks ths Fresdsm Fighters mEsmimt olected o mamupl werker frem ST
ranke s8 their leader,
: anything
(7a) Ia eur greup thers was always cemplete umsmizity. If semeene mE= teld/te de,
the sther mem did
msnptkimgzekhag 1t ismediately.

(7¥) I aever was tegether with studeats dvring the Tight.

(7e)d) Be.

(8) I refer te my previsus statement abeut the emes ia fromtz eof the Natiemal
Theatar buildinmg.

(9a) 1 d1éd met read the ppers.

(9b) Durimg the revelutiea I wemt te our hems twice tegether with my friend with whem
I lived and with tae same friemd I mn::nn-u threse timee en the beulevard
te leosk aroumd. Wadle om route we tslked with peeple smd femmd eut happeniags.

(%) I listemed te Radis Fres Eurepe ia the heme of my fricnd QUMD exce and
I listensd several times te Radie Free Zurspe in the En;hd. Culture Hemse. I
xzumnk remember ealy the first listeming whea it m$ bow te fight
against tanke.

(94) PFrem fellew Freeden Tighters and pecple I met im the streets.

(10s=%) I den't kmew.
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(10e) They did met harm revelutiemary peeple. They did met carry arms during the
revelutien and remeved the Red Stars fream their caps. 2@1&.&“&
with ths peepls.

(10d) I ealy kmew sbewt this as related umder peimt fewr.

(10e=k) I dea't kmew amythiang abeut it.

(101) ¥hem I wemt ia te my werkiag place fer my wage, I feund the slectien lint of
the Woriters®' Cemmeil. Fellew wverkers kmown by me were em the list. Istvan
Varga, the gemeral msaager of the factery, and the Commwmist Pariy secretary
nn?:: it. Buot I wes teld by fellew werkers that the party secretary was of-
fered te work as & simple skilled werker.

(10m) A geveramemt syetem build up em the Werkers' Cewmcils.

(11a) Is is deplersble that se mmy yewthe lost their lives ia the revelutien witheut
resching its geale. But anyway the revelt was useful fer we msde clear im the
eyes of the wasle werld that we waat te get rid of the Bussiams and the slave
drivers.

(11b) Yee, without Russian interfereace.

(11lc) Ia the begimning wn czpected armed hslp frem the West smd later at least that
sems peeple frem every state weuld come im te Rahp % reasters erder amd te
ferce the Eussians to leavse the ceuatry.

give an wuipy

(114) I can'txyyex amswer.

(11e) Frem the first memsmt it was & revelutiemary demamd that he take part in the
geverement. Everybedy hed cemfidemce im him.

(11f) I caa memtien emly the aame of H-:I.a'il:r.

(11g) Urivereity studenta, Imtellectuals, Mamusl Werkers, Seldiers, amd these whe

came out of the prisems. It happemed that uaiversity studeate liberated evea
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prisemers whe were met pelitical prisemers. I wss teld abeut this by fxmimix
friende whe added that seme of them tried te pillage. Peasants wers of

much Relp by brimging im feedstuffs te Budapest. Vhen I was em my escape, I
was teld in Tatabdaya that peassnt amd mimer youths wanted te ceme up te
Budapeert, bmt Russiaas amd iﬂ men shet amemg them thus preventing them frem

carryieg out their venture. PFive te gix of them were elaim. Evern at thie time
peopla them

Ui still carried arms and whem the pelice tried te cellect Slimmcthwux they

fought the pelice.

I weuld met have imagised this.

I was afraid that I weuld be reperted te have been seem as a Natienal Guard with
arms. Many peeple ::ﬂlu could see me.

I escaped tegethsr with a friemd. We decided te sscape amd did se en Nevember

24th.
I had ne ether plams.
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Irea furner.

Im 1950 1 mmu with the cemstructien of army barracks in Huavesvelgy at Buda-
pest. I werked thore feor about twe or three memths. Thers wers abeut eme
theussnd werkers there; enly frem Hajdudereg, my mative village, we were ia
the number of seventy ameng them. Thers were feur er five buildings te be
cengiruvcted all from brick amd ttntjﬂﬂ or at lesot feur steries high.
Fellew workers $old me that either army barracks er prisems were te bs cemstruc-
ted. I ceuld net tell the exact place ef the cemstructien. Ome eor twe years
f afier I stepped werking there I passed the area and saw that the cemstruc-
tien werk was still beimg dene but at this time L ssldiers of werking
battaliens. 1951 I werked with the Haas is Semegyi factery fer abeut five
or #ix menths. It was im the thirteemth wereugh ef Budapest btut I dea's

kmew the street. I was an maskilled werker thers and had te carry materiasl
by small head catta. Irem deers and gates, u~-shaped pillars fer ;':.rlm- and
ethar thimgs ef irea were preduced and stered here. Seversl theusamd werkers
werked there im three shifts. There were several eme and twe stery buildimgs
vhere predoctien wimt en M.?ﬁtm ia 155) I weant t:?glﬂtl::l ship-
yerds vhich was 2mix remsmed at this time Geergin Dei Shipyards. It was ia
Vaci Ut at Budapsst. In additiem te barges aslse bigger ships te be used em the
gof vere cemnstructed. Vhem I quit my jeb im '52 sfter werkimg there fer zbesut
eight months, it was the 63rd sea ship duilt there. I had te cleam the ships
and te help them ia landing whem they made their firet temtative trips. While
I werked thers, alse .1m yacht was built there for Matyds Rakesi. I
helped te clean this, tee. It was geed for tweaty te thirty pesple. A sea
ship was built there in a peried of eme memth. I den't imew hew much time

were
wae needed te censiruct a barge. The ships in censtructien Xivemmxea the Danube
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ox stands and the shepe of the lecksmithas, Garners, welders zund ether em

the shere ia small buildiags. There waz a five te six stery bDuildimg for the
eoffices. Werk was beoing deme im tho shipysrds ia thvee shifte.{|In 1952 I Be-
came &a gppreatice. For ene snd & half yewrs I workec with aa incandescent
:.q:m(hﬁtnﬁ}. i was Shoeen an irem fmxmy turasr appremtice
thare. ﬂlml“‘fﬂlﬂbﬂ”ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ“‘ﬂmm
ances for slectricity. 1 war met permittod te leek areumd awh. Abeut five
ts six theussmd werkers wes werkiamg there ia feur, five er ev.u mere big

buildings ia three shifts. It was ia U)pest, a suburd -rm:-,ﬁu Ut, mas-

sovenbty
m-%ﬂta ;?:u appremtices were e the feurtl f.oer of a five
story building. iren turmers werked en the third fleer ﬂ"ll 1953 I

left Bgyesilt Isze fer 4ae mimim; machime factery mamed fer Duclve. I gradeated

a8 an appreatice here ;nd remaimsl there as a ekilled worker mp & uy escape
LTy
from Humgary. There were seversl theusand wericers here. Gendslad, .ssembly
the nines,
limes te earry eut £ coal from/x mohimes te cut the ceal were beiagcemstruc-

ted there. The factery was in Ujpot Baress Utea. £Lbeut aix buildiznn were

there. One of them was a five stexv h:lmnic .Iu' ¢ffices vhere abeut i\vg
no

hundred effice werkers were werking., We XMouglit ameng each other that t.re were
mere effice smd techmical werkers insa menusl werksrs. Werk was beimg dea: ip
three ashiftse.

In the Ducles factery I liked te de the werk for which I was traimed, but I dgd

becanse nyms
pet like that the werk wss alwaye eved mp and that earming was small VEEFFPEELWX
c ralsed.

were permanemtly rzcefly Mlu-nﬂi‘-‘.hgn:;:::u for eme year already, I
#

got a raise where I could make twe thousend UYH¥LEEE per memith, but this was
forints e time-

enly pessible by giviag three te & four humdrec Fissints menthly te 3 analyser
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of the shop for giving me sdditional werking time to my prescribed time of

wvoTk on account of pretended additiomal work dus to the alleged fact that

I had to work on faulty materizl. For sxample it was told that it was longer

in diameter as it should Iave been.

In my previous working pleces I could esrm muoh less as I wae only an un=

siilled worker,

I operated in the factory named for Duclos a "Milano® type machine, a"Russian®
turn-bench, and an EV type machines, The latter was probably a Hungarian make. All
of them wers electromotored, tho same being the case for all machines in the shop
in which I worked. In ancther shop of the factory thsre were machines drivem by
handbelts. The ghop where I worked was 100 by 20 metera' in sise. Maybe the
width wae 30 meters. It was two storiss high. TFive built-in moving eranes, three
of them bigger emd two of them smaller ones, wers worked 1!:‘: An electric fan of
the size of half gate cooled the air when the weathsr was warm and warmed it by
cold weather. It, lLowever, was mot sufficient for the big room. Half of the
shop was occupled by iron turners, im the approximate number of 100 for = each of
the threes shifte, as wsll as by planers, grinders, slotters, millers, screwcutters
and other akilled workers. Thelr combined number in each of the shifts was adout
100, too.

Our sbop of 100 meters length was directly comnected with a locksmith's shop of
another 100 meters pnd the same width as ours. There was no dividing wall be-
tween the two shops. Together with them the combined number of manual workers #
of three shifte working in the building was some 1500 or 1700. In addition thers
were gome 500 white collar workers placed in the part of ths building where the
locksmiths worked. Along the two aforemeniioned shops of the combined length of
200 meters there was another bullding of the same sizex
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as the former. The two bulldings were not separated by

walls either, and they had a common roof. Walders, locksmiths,
and grinders worked in the second building. T think they

were more in pumber than in the first buildingz,

When I started working with the factory named for Dunlnﬂ'thnrt
were five new Wollmann type lathes here. Later a horizontal
lathe of 6 or 7 meters lengﬁhfand time and again modern

turner's lathgs arrived.
Fora were
Afbout 1& %ﬁl! the products wmm rated faulty in cases of newly

employed workers. Aa to products of better trained workers
it was less than 10 percent. However, about 99 % of %he
productas was considered as faulty i:r some or another 3:%::i
altogether. For instance, pistons were not accepted as ad-
equate &f their seize was greater or smaller than the stand-
ard etipulated for. Urtun,thu percentage rating was lowerec
even if they would not have been useless but the man in
charge of control was stlll displeased with the output. All
this meant additional unpaid work in the peace rate system,
For =ach
¥uxx 3hifté of 100 hundred workers there were 4 to 5 MECS
/techaical checkers/, 15 dispatchers and 6 foremen in con-
trol, Fureman.chackizgthg iron turners were not in charge
of other types of workers. The latter had foremen for their
own. The other controlling people cared also for the work
of locksmiths and others than iron turners. Dispatchers

controlled fitting together of products, and they were in
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charge of fixing the time when products were to be completed.
VWhile T lived in the 8th borough of Budapest,I had to take
a tralleybus for half hour with additional one hour by
streetcar for each trip., This meant three hours daily for
the roundtrip. Frevious to this, one trip tock me half hour
by streetcar if I got it well. However, there was only one
track for the streetcars and a passing track to wait for the
streetcar arriving from the opposite side. It happened that
we had to wait for even 15 minutes on the passing track. This
was at the time when I lived in the 13th borough.

Eight hours per day. Dinmer or lunch time was not ineluded.
It was paid caleculated on half hours working time, amounting
to soms 30 forints monthly, When T worked with the morning
ghift, that is from 6 AM through 2 PR, T had my lunch after

' completing my day's work. When working with the shift from

2 to 10 Fil, T had my lunch before starting work and ate again
after 10 Fil. The late night lzgifzas not interrupted by
dinner brake either.

Monday through Saturday.

Never.

Yes: Aoril 4th and WMay lst. I don'*t remember othera.

While I was an apprentice I had 24 daya., Vhen I had been a
skilled worker, a list told howmany days I had per month. In
most of the eases 1t waz only one day monthly. I had to take
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it as ordered. o

/3k/ It was the same in each of my jobs exceptcons ruction work
done in the Hiivievblgy. There I had to work more than 8
hours on several days. In the beginning I claimed for over-
time but did not get it. Later I did not even claim it as
T saw that it was in vain., The problem of paid holidays
could not be raised in my other jobs than the last one due
to the short time I passed in them.

/31/ The whole monthly amount calculated for eating time had bean
reduced for being late once. One days absenteeism was pun-
ished by m the monthly amount for eating time plus
one day's vacation.

/3m/ One year after my started my job with the factory named for
Duclos, the morms meaning the term to complete products wers
reduced by 30 to 40 % on the average. This was carried out

to the worker the ;
in a way handing overpjwork sheet indicating the shorter time.
It happened that two workers having to do exactly the same
worl: got different times to have the product ready.

/3n/ Time analysers brought out the raw material and checked the

time of ocutput. At this time they fixed the wage according
to the effective working time they checked. At a next oc-

casion they earmarked less time for completeing the same
work. This happened more than once. It depended on their
daily mood whether they were more or less liberal. Permaneht

tendency was to speed-up the work in this way, When I startad
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working with the factory named for Duclos, 60 minutes were
given to make a chainpl:E;eiuh ready plus additional 5 mi-
mutes for boring. As a skilled worker I had to do the same
work in 24 minutes boring included.

Accident insurance, IruJbadical care. #8 to vacations: &
list wes brought in our workshop and the names of workers
were read from it who had to take out vacation. It happened
that half of the workers were forcibly given vacation time
when production stopped for a while. On the other side,
when a machine was to be made ready during the month, there
was no vacation at all.

As an szpprentice I got free streetcer and theater tickets.
They were no more available for me when I was a skilled
worker, Workers who lived outside of Budapest and worked

in the city received reduced fare railroad tickets.

Most of the iron turnerywere teenagers who gradua-ed as
apprentices in the factory. Bigger machinﬂafﬁi horizontal
lathes, planes, grinding machines and cog-milling machines,
were operated by workers in the age of 40 to 50. I wse put
to operate a Milano type turner’s lathe, This was a bigser
machine, too. In spite of my youth I got this assignment
because I was a good worker. Practically all of the workers
had eight years primery school education plus two, or one and
half years in apprentice school. Some young people became
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apprentices after one or two years of studies in high school
because they decided or were forced to give up high-school
studies., About 60 % of my fellow-apprentices were peasant
boys from the countryside. They either came from more dis-
tanced parts of the country and became Budapest residents as
in my case, or rode by train to Budapest every dsy from their
country home closer to the city. The rest were from in-
dustrial workers® femilies. Several workers of the factory
named for Duclos owned houses and lande in nearby towns and

villages. (iﬂay did not come in to wufilﬁﬁcaaionallg,&t the

time of hoeing or hsrvesting,faning measures taken against
absenteeism /see point 3 1/, I have to mentbon here that

too much absenteeism was even punished by courts by prison
terms, Toilers leaving their working place arbitrarily were
returned in ; foreible way. For exemple, it happened so to

a youth working with me on the same lathe, after he had been
absent for about two months.

Among the iron-turners there were women, about 3 or 4 %.

I was in good terms with almost all of the workers. This
refers also to the MEOS /technical checkergjand at least half
of the foremen. The foreman in chief and his two substitutes
were not in good friendly terms with the workers and often
sought to speed up their work. We tried to correct their
demande through the time-analyzers. They wished to explailn
to us knowing that the time earmarked for the output Enﬁt
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aurfinient,but added thaﬁaigl;aa ordered so and that they
cannot help it. X was inggood térms also with the dispatchers
but they only could answer complaints about speeding up work:
it is %0 be done, it is urgent.

In the shop I was in friendly terms with fellow workers, but
I used not %o meet them privately or socially. This was rather
with those with whom I shared an appartment where I had a
room a3 a subtenant.

We discussed among eachother that in America people have to
work less and they still have a better life. We could talk
over such things even with better known foremen meeting them
sometimes in inns when having a drink. There was no change
in this up to my escape from Hungary.

Communist Party members were given a better machine where
they could make 3000 or 4000 forints earning per month, The
rest of skilled workers mede 1000 or 2000 forints, some of
younger workers only 300, 400 or 500 forints. I could make
more.

I joined the trade union, but never had a membership card
and did not pay membership fees. In 1955, the foreman in
chief, by the name Sziklal, removed me from a lathe where

T could make 1500 forints monthly. At this time I was the
youngest among the iron turners and he wanted that one of
hls relatives earns the 1500 forints. I ecmplained about it
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with the trade union secretary and called even upon the
general manager. Neither of them could be of help.

I don't know.

I did not.

T don't know anything about it.

They were permitted to work but could make less money than
Communist Party members.

The two substitutes of the foreman in chieif owned lands in
the countryside and lived there. Vhen they tried to explair
some working procedure to apprentices they were unable to

do it. The latter ridiculed them., Both were Communist Farty
members and attended night school in the factory. Some of
the workers spent four years in the night schocl and became
dispatchers and foremen afterwerds. T would not ray that
they were all incompetent people. Nevertheless, I suppose
that in may cases they were promoted only due to thelr Com-
munist Party membership.

Commurist Party secretaries came from the office into the
ghop to control work. Once we had to prepare & turning lathe
through several days in order that the assistant general
manager be able to cut spindles on it. ihen he came he
showed us the work to be done for about 10 minutes. He could
not do it longer because the machine started %o vibrate.

It happened that the foreman in chief geve us a stupid order.

When we referred about it to our foreman he answered laughing-
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ly: Do it the best way you can.

Not, as far as I know.

I guese that those being Communist Party members.

Communist Party membership was of the greatest importance for
that matter. Good work accomplishment was being requested.
This wes availsble for party members because they were given
advantageous working time. Foremen and dispatchers were

good keders. All of them were Communist Party members.

It was told about one of the dispatchers and several skilled
workere of being informers. We tried to avoid to have talks
with them. The workers were locksmiths fiting products to-
gether. Thq qiSPatcher was in charge of controlling the work.
When daingdca ction work in the Hiivésvilgy I had low
wages. In addition, I did not lake to carry mortar and brick
I had to do.

I hed to work too hard in the Haas and Somogyi Factory by
carrying out scrap-iron or big iron-gates from the factory,
or else to carry heavy iron bars to carts.

I wished to leave my job with the Georgiu Dej Shipyard beczuse
I wanted to become an apprentice., Also, I had a fuss with a
foreman in connection with cleaning and sweeping.

From the Egyesiilt Izzd /Incandescent Lamp Factory/ I had been

tranaferred to the factory named for Duclos together with 23

other spprentices.
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T would not have left this job by my own will. In the fac-
tory's workshop there was much opportunity for skilled work-
ers.
My sistér who was two years older than I,was a mechanic ap-
in Budapest
prentice in 1959; It was she who persuaded me to come to
the capital and become an apprentice here. I liked to do
it because I was told that eventually I will have a good
earning. My father was not against it either. He once made
good money as a self employed shoemaker but this was not so
any more. He had to join the KTSZ /kisipari termeld szbvet-
kezet/or produceers® cooperative together with the other
former self employed shoemakers in Hajdodorog. He was paid
only 400 forints monthly for his work as he was handicapped
having only one eye. He was not hopeful that I would have
a good earning should T take over his workshop. WNeither was
I,
Not much., I would have liked to became a time-analyser. But
it would not have been possible before long. I was born in
19%6 and, therefore, in 1956, I should have been enlisted
in the army thus giving up my worker’s job for a longer time.
Workers having a family started earlier their daily work to
make more money. I think this was a fairly general trend.
To have a ggod life, nice clothing abd home, as well as a
motor car and amusement: going to movies and having drinks,
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T would resd in my Leisure time.

Virtually every y-uth had such imaginations in Hungary. So had
I.

No, I would ave preferred that they do some intellectual work,
I did & nic: work but it was not paid well.

I was nol & bread earner before the wer ended. By father had a
nice ey ning before 1945, As & self employed shoemaker he
could 8ell his products in markets for good prices. Even after
he -as8 forced to join the KTS5Z /see point 5b, second paragraph/
h- made good money for a while, but it became worse more and
aore,

Since the time I had my own earnings, I could afford to pay for
ny home end food., In addition, I could buy a summer suit, two
1ll year suits,  an overcoat, three pairs of shoes, a sandal
and body linen, I could not afford, for instance, to buy a
motorcycle or a wrist-watch.

Yes. Hany people were envious of me. Yet I told to several
youth the way how to make Eﬂi;&mnnayr

Yes. In the faectory I worked, as in other nationmalized enter-
prises, 1nadequate time was given in the task wage systenm ;;1
get a product ready. Thus, due earnings wers reduced.

In 1947, I was only © years old and thus I had no earnings for
myself,

In 1952, I msde 600 forints monthly in the shipyard named for

Georgiu Dej.
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In the Mining Machines Factory named for Duclos I made 10CC or
1200 forinte monthly most of the time, in 1955, It happerned
that it was only 800 forints, because I vas not able to dc
rugsh-worls at every time. My year’s earning was some 12,000
forinte.

Locksmiths had approximately the same income. Grinders, millers
/mardsck/ and those operating horizontal lathes made 2000 to
300" forints monthly. Welders could not even make X000 forints
per month, Iy friend with whom I lived in the same apartment,
worked in the May lst Clothing Factory. He was glad vhen he
eould malte 1000 forints in a month. He was about six jyrars
older than I. Another friend I ment: oned /see point 3k ia
Section. "R"/ of havingigean sentenced to 1C years in priscn,
worked as a toolman with the MSZHRT ,Hungarian-Soviet Steensiim
Gnmpanwffshipyarqﬂmade 1200 or 1300 forinte monthly. His father
was carrving lumber by cart or on his shoulders for pitsawing.
He wisled his son and me tc figure out his earnings. It seldom
waa fovnd to have been 120C or 1300 orints monthly.

S8killeé workers in iigzgear after conpleting apprenticeship ze-
nerally did not make more than 500 or 600 forints per month
doing the same kind of work than I. Skilled workers frainea

for a longer time earned 1000 to 1200 forints monthiy.

I was Einglejliving as a subtenant in Budapest.
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/8/ BUDGET QUESTIONNAIRE DATA:

T

Fage No 1:
/1/  /A&/ Own, /B/ 19 years, /C/ Heavy indust-y, /D/ Irom turnes

/E/ Peace loan subscription 70 forints, 59¢ial security 2 to 5
forints monthly, /F/ 1800 forints, /C/ swe 1725 forints,
/H/ Noore. /I/ 8 hours per day Monday througt Saturday = 48
houre per week, /J/ 200 to 300 forints monthly.

/1/ Subtenant: 150 forints for one furnished room, Wine other
persons lived in other rooms of the s:me apsrtment.
/2/ 600 forints |

/3/ 1700 forints from savings

/4/ Paid only for electricity: 100 forints

/5/ 300 forints

/6/ & /7/ nothing

/8/ 60 forints

/9/ Only newspapers: 85 forints

710/ Btrectcar only: 100 forints

/11/ & /12/ nothing.,

il 5,
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As a subtenent in Budapest, I shared my room with a friemd.

There was plumbing, gas and electricity in the apartment.

Sometimes there were difficulties in Hajdudorog, my native vil-

lage, to get bread. Either my mothe
to spend about hal® hour waiting in
second or third day, The baker, how

for shoemakers in She producers® coc

* or my younger sister used
jueues for bread every
wer, often reserved Lizad

serative of the willaje

thus making them available bread witiout waiting in queues,

There were po specific difficulties

It ddd not.

My friend, a tailor, with whom I sha
used to make my suits. T bought the
as well as food for breakfast and 4di
the cantzen of the factory.

As a building construction worker I

Otherwise there were no considerable
in Budapest. In Hajdudorog I lived

In Hajdudorog there were farmers' cc
#+£°did not work well. Agricultural

comparaed with the times when peasant
individual farmers. In the beginninp
was all right and reasonable, but l=a
the prejudice of agriculture.

Youth awarmed to Budapest from the c

;0 get other foodstufis,

*ed my room in Budapest,

material in state stor

At
m

mner., I had my lunch in

i

;oft free quarters and fooc.
changes during my sts;
7ith my parents.,

yperatives using combines.
yroduction went back as

: owned their lands as

: industrial developmen:

;er this was too much 4o

mantryside. The latter
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ore, there was very dif-
- udapest, In this way the
i = in Budapest. HNeverthe-

¢ !e permit could manage fb

obtain it by payin: 1000 or 200C for ~ts to private persons

who fornd their way s to get them f
tories if used 0 12 advertised th:
Once I celled on tlz hiring office
two youth ftom the countryside., T
skilled woskers but were not taken
neadad,

Older y2ople told ma that it was b
betwern 1941 and 1944,

They wera an improvement in indust:
ation ia the agriculture.

I did nst.

in 1953, I went home to HMajdudorog
prentica,
the village in a restricted degree
member any detail.
[t was =ather worse.
Material conditions were of fhrst i
were not adequate when cowmpared wit
A1l people whom T t:olked to complail

T met only feli%Aworkers of industr

Then T heard that the pris

Commodity pri:

r the applicants. In fac-
t vlorkers are being hired.
¢ my woriing place with
g, wanted to work as un-

‘nly iron turners werse

cr

‘r both before 1941 and

=i

. branches bu% a deterior—

Lleave
a short Y¥¥we as an ap-

L]

tea secior re-emerged in

Ferl

'ag artisans, I do not re-

were very high.
1} 'ctance because earnings

1 igh prices,
1=  sbout this,

r
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From ..942 through 1950 elementary

From 1952 through 1954 apprentice

Public schools,
Elementary school in Hajduvdorog.
30 pupils were :n one class, all

Budapest, comnected with practies .

/Incandescent Lemp/ Factory for cu
a2d 1953, and in <he Minirg Machi »

for the regt of the tine.

In the apprentice school I was tr .

To be trraiped in a sfprific occup -

school, Elementary school was co
As much ag T warnted.

My interest wzs for industrial we
No.

Average in the elementary school
my apprentice schoonl studiss, abo
of my spprentiee school studies.
Yes sc far T wanted to study.
Yea. Prineiples of constitutiona

apopraertice school.

Geography and history were my fave:

tary school, gecnetricel drawing ac

ismeretek/ in the apé%ntiea schoo. .

constltubional law.
Yes, in the elemertary school, I

whieh year they started.

3

nool. For 8 years.
hool, For 2 years.

was an old bullding. Soms
Apprentice school in
veining in Dgyesiilt Izzd
and half years in 1952
Factory named for Duclos, -

1

d to be an iron turner.

n in the spprentice

180TV .
's training.
in the second year of

-verage in the first year

'w /Alkotménytan/ in the

2 subjeets ia the elenen-
technical studles /szakmai
I disliked studies on

"5 remember any more in
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Yes, in the courses for constifi sional law, Things wera
told about bourgeois exploitation : wl the imperialist powers

were degraded. On the other side, e glorious Soviet Uniocn
were

was praised. Everybody disliked I nowing that we =¥® Gaught
l1ies. Even the teacher sneered wh .2 teaching.
Az an apprentice scheool student © 1 some shooting training

in the first year of studies and - 'ular military training

O

including camcuflaging, crientati 7y compass and on maps,

targes-shooting,and being familizc -2d with parts of the rifle

3

in the second year.

Fo.

I can refer cnly to oy own exper: e 23 apnl those made by fel-
low atudents and fellow workers. 1 feltu strongly against

the r2gime. However, the studeniiz 7ere disciplined and

lesm=d the subjects of their coir =3 adequately. Uniform

was compulscry for apprentices,

% was fate¥ineffsctive for mmm vc tiecal coursss. The teacher

for principles of comsituiicnal la was a young naa of about

K]

27, He talked with us about other ‘hinge in hi=s class. 4B

Fe was a wrestler, the main talk % - about wrestling. He used
to say: should the principsl eome 11, we will talk about the
eubje2t to be studlied.

In thsz elementary school we did nc GLalk aboit politics. 1In

the apprentice school we llked to 1 in recess time betweern
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body felt
Nothing.
The whole
Not, as f:
Having be:
Both I an:
more.

I don't ti
influence

got a beth

conditions
iy father
he, as oth
Jjoin the
ducers? cc
only way i
thus bein
I conside:
money doirv
in genera!
time.

I think &t

and protat
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zpere/ about good life in America and the Vest. No-

o the regime.,

ystem,
=3 I could know.
youngeter by wyself I could not tell a difference.

“ellow=-students were azainst Communism more and

Al that it depends much on a specific aze. Farental
nuld be effective in every aze. If the parents

© job, they reared children to be content with

and to be successful in a similar way.

2 been 2 self-enployed shosmaker. In 1953 or 1954

7= of his profession in Hajdudorog were forced to

ezl KTS%2 /= kisiparl termeld szovetkezet or pro-

perative/. lNobedy liked to do it, but this was the
et sole leather, uppers and other material and

ible to wake an earning,

d it a fine one., I could cbszrve that he made QJ::;
nice work and selling shoes om markets andtgcstumers

wille he was self-employed and even later for a

t 8 years of elementary schocl and junior highschool,

¥ % years of apprentice school.




154

/54/
/5e/

/58/

/58/
/5n/

/51/

/53/
/ 5%/

nA" INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION "S" In . 3¢

Ko,

The house where my parents are living was owned by my father's
father who is etill living. He transferred the ownership 5o
my father. The house is still owned by him., There are one
room ard a kitchen in it.

Eetter off because my father had & relatively good earniiy as
a shoemaker.

My mother, father, his father and three children.

My grandfather living with my parerts is now B5 years old. He
bad been a pig-dealer,but does not work any more. He lo:zi his
has beer
right arm long ago. My father +x payed 400 forints per month
by the producers’ cooperative. This small earning is dus ©o
thus Aimderee! i

the fact that he has only one ET?? My mother is housewif=.

Ity older sister, 23, is married and lives in Budapest. ©Sue is
a mechsnician working in a factory producing measuring anc
precision instruments. Hés husband is a truck driver with the
TEFU enterprise /means trucking/. Iy younger sister, 15, com-
pleted elementary school tn 1056, =nd stg® now at home. "he
mother of my mother, at least 75 years old, lives in Hajdudorog
with another daughter. Her son in law is a blacksmith. His
wife and my grandmother are just housewi¥es.

Living quite a bit far away from ny parents I found to be the
best solution to shere a room with a friend as a subtenant .,

Those enumerated under point /5g/

It rather hurt me in a sense to assure a good living, £&s To
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political screening /kéderezés/, however, T had no difficulties
my father having been considered as a laborer earning hie

bread by his own work.

Not in Huhgary. Ve got parried in Austris after both escaping
the homs country.

She was a textile worker, I don't know where she worsed.

Vis got married in May, 1957.

Noone.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Definitely.

Ne.

No,

They agreed with me To prepare for becoming an industrial. worker.
There were no troubles.

1t was not talked over,

Vie followed the same attitude and jdeas in general.

My parents did not oppose Wy courtships in Budapest.

Nothing.

The members of the family relt close to eachother. Since the
time T had been living in Budapest I was able to help my parents
by giving them 1000 forints in turn. I did it twice or shree
times. liy father was glad to take it but was not anxious for
it., He used to say: it is the most important that I fend for

myself and become 2 real good sobt of man, he does not naed my
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money, It was the same with my sisters.
Sl4b/ I would not know. I was at home since 1950 bur very seldom
and thus did not have experiences in my native wvillage., I
did not talk over such things with acquaintances either,
/lbe/ In addition to some reading I strolled around with boy and
girl friends in the VArosliget /Town Park{ in the Margaret
Island, on the Gellért Hill or in other places. I went out

to dance,
/144/ I carried on correspondence with my parents,
/l4e/ While T was an apprentice in Budapest, I used to go home once

per month or every second month. It was the same in the first
vear after the end of apprenticeship. Later I went home once
a year. It always wes only for one or two days. Since 1952,
my father stayed in Budapest about three times, my mother

twice, just for a few days at every occasion.

14t/ There were not such things.
/l4g/ I was free.
/15/ They have loosened due to the fact that parents and children

had to live in different communities and family members often

had to talke commissions to work outside of their residence.

/15a/ Yes.
/15b/ T don't know,
/15¢/ Rather yes. In 1949 and 1950 youngsters were enrolled in

Hajdudorog to work in Budapest. Even a film was made about
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/16d/
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the campaign., lany youth quit for Budapest. Certainly this
did not make to keep them close in feelings to their parents.
I think this is more true for the country.

I did not have any experi:nce of that matter.

I knew about several divorced people among fellow-workers.

A friend of mhne, now about 21, divorced hep wife rizht be-
fore the revolution aft2r having been married for two years.
Boys used to marry in “he last years aif the azge of 17 or 18,
girls as early as;ﬂ‘dﬂm age of 16, This is certainly earlier
than before, thouzh I :ould not tell what was the average ajze
garlier,.

There is not much courichip. Feople get mzrried soon after
being acouainted.Cn fhe ~ther side it is E35?5%57§i?0rce.

lly parents ExplainEﬂEEE tiat marriages are likely to be more
stabi® when youngsters do.’t marry 3= a‘::r.oa early age and 3et
acquainted w'b'eiheachother afser a longer time, Otherwise I

have no opinion as to the role of parents.

I can't form a judgement.

There was. I don't know wiv, It was to be observed g; dancing
parties and outings of boys and zirls,

Yes in a clandestine way. “

was a8 well known nlace to mict prostitutes in 1955 and the
It waes i1 front
following years., XzrexxEzErily of the l.estern Railroad

Terminal in Budapest, After .t was prohibited here, a simillar

meeting place started in the nearby Kiss Jézsef utea, in the
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so-called Qi

were
/16t/ They =mx® less strict. In the apprentice school there was a

coeducation for boys and girls. In the iron turners’ class
there were 10 girls, or about ome third of apprentices. Friend-
gship with them developped into sexual ties soen. Good oc-
casion wae made for this by taking girls to movies and beaches.
I was told that men often went up with girls after dancing
parties to the Blaha Lujze girl’s home somewhere in the 4th
borough of Budapest.

/16g/ I don't know how far it wee done by official consent, In the

residing there

house where I lived in Budapest I was told that a sirhpaid
1500 forints for bringing on an abortions

/16n/ We never cared for it whether anybody was an illegitimate child
or not, I don’t now h@w many illezitimate children there were,

/161/ Vomen are freer in their talks and manners than before and
they are considerably more numerous amoung working people.
However, they often used to cnmplainjexplaining that previously
they could subsist without being forced to majle their own
earnings. Anyway, they feel themselves less dependent from
males. The latter liked to tell them: al; right, you are free,
and you have to work, | ’

/17/ It deteriorated.

/17a/ *was a fellow-apprentice of mine in the school,
He demanded money from a prostitue in the @ rcctourant.

Zhe refused his demand. Therefore- pushed her below
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a local train in motion, The zirl died., The story was written
in%m.h J‘;m:mg’cogmph of GNP :-rcared in
a paper when reporting the case.

I was told that stealing of food by employecs occured in sever-
al KUZ.RT food stores in the 13th borough of Tudapest.

I mentioned already cases in connection to et residence per=-
mits in Budapest.

I never heard this term.

In Hajdudorog we were close neishbors, [His father was oy
zcdfather; he owned some 50 cadastrzal acres as a farmer., iy
friend had seven brothers and two of them were my class-mates
in the elementary school. At this time the latter were my
best friends. In 1947 or 1948, an execution warrant had been
carried out azainst my sodfather for charges of non-delivery
of agriecultural goods to the state. Virtually everything was
taken off him, even clothing. Two yea's after my godfather
comnitited suicider and died.

“hen in Budapest, I became best friend with the older brother.
e shared a room as subtenants, He worked as a tailor in the
Zlay 1st Clothing Factdry, and later in the Children Dress
Factory in the 13th borough of Budapest.

He was 6 to ¥ years older than I.

we went out together for dancing parties or nade excursions,
both of uslﬂgving a 3irl friend Jjoiningz us., .hen at home, we

= i e
used to play cards, and 3ot one and other's paper or sometimes
o -
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book to read. 7
Yes, fairly often. S
In the first year we were in better friendship than later. The
reason for this change was lack of money, Also, we courted one '
of two girls who lived together, It came that either the one

or the other of us came to log:erheads wita his own girl. The
result was that only one of us went out to tee his girl ab such
times.

I did not write him since I left Hungary.

To give his last farthing to help his friend and to stay out

for him at every possible occaslon.

Yes,

Another friend was (N the nan T mentloned of having
been sentenced to ten years in prison. I several times went

out to him and with other friends to dancing parties (pganized
by the factory named rnr‘ the Tavasz /Spring/ ristaurant,
once Rajna restaurant, in front of the Szikra /Spark/ movie

close 0 the western reilroad terminel. (P wes 2
toolmaker, the other friends were turners, tallors and lock-
smiths.

Wie helped eachother in many different ways. ly friend I men-
tioned under point /18a/ used to make my suitd.

It would have affected it, because !i would not have been able

to have confidence in him, All of my friends were non party

members.
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Both of my parents are Roman Catholic,

The father of my father and both of my sisters were religious
people. My mother and my father did not care for religion.

I don’t have religious feelings either. Vhile I was a pupil of
the primary school I attended classes of religion in the home

of the village priest together with schocl-mates. Tha® was all.
In Hajdudorog I could observe that many people attended religioud
service on Sundays, There was a widespread religious feeling

in the village. I Budapest I could observe that churches vere
full on Sundays when passing before them. This refers to every
denomination.,

They tried to stamp out religion. There is a place of pilgrim-
age: Pécs, about 30 or 40 kilometers from Hajdudorog, In 1947

or 1948 T was told by pilgrims who went there at this thme that
policemen and Communist civilians blocked their way, the former
made identity checks and people threw them with stones. Teaching
of religion was being made ut:uﬂ:‘: diffieult throughout the whole
country.

I don't know anything about them.

Tt did not harm priests in Hajdudorog, I heard vague rumors

thet priests were removed end jailed in different parts of the
country. I don’t know which denomination they belonged to.

T don't know anything except the case mentioned under poinf /20b/ .
Yes, as far as I know, except the case mentioned above. :

T don't know any specific instance.
I did not.
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In Hajdudorog almost everybody in our neighborhood, especlally
elderly women, In Budapest eiee mainly tle latter according t;
my observations. However, I was acquaintec with several ypung
girls, too, who attended church services. I guess this was on
account of religious feeling. Iy boy friends and fellow workers
did not go to church., We never talked over th's question,
Jewish people adjusted to the regime fairly wel. personally.

I don’t know anything sbout the attitude of diffirent falths.

I 4id not have any experience.

In Hajdudorog my friends used to attend church services regular-
1y. They were bound to do s0 by their parents. In iludapest
most young people I knmew did not attach importance to religious
practices. I think the reason was Communiet indoctrinaiion.

T think that churches in Budflapest took the middle way, ne'ther
fostering nor objecting political opposition, I can give .o
examples. |

T would have suggested to become a waiter because no hard phy: -
{oal work iz needed in this occupation. For a really capable
young person I would have sugzested to become an engineer for
they used to be /Welllpaide

To study and to become Communist Party member.

Those who were good in their studies,

Groupes of people whom I regarded as worst off I would p&t in

c wome
the following order: unskilled manual wggﬁiiuﬂﬁ of skilled

factory workers, teachers, DBest off: factory managers, AVE

men.
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Skilled workers.
Skilled workers.
They were placed in jobe where the could have good earnings.
I don*t know,
gﬁ:ﬁ:ililt workers, peasants, intellectuals,
I could not tell any reason.
I don't know anything about it.
I don*t know,
It does not among young people.
I think more equal.
Tt is good.
I+ depended upon people. In the factory where I worked there
were both mannered and polite, as well as boorish and harsh pewple.
No,
Ho.
They Jockeyed themselves more toward the regime.
There were many Jews both in the Party and in the government.
At my workahop there were two MEO-g /technical controllers/ and
sbout as many foremen who were Jews. Theitr attitude toward the
regime was about the same as that of other people.
T did not see Jews during the revolution,
Thers were no revelations of this kind, However, people among
disliked
eachother liked to tell that they dHmixmwk  Jews.
I 4id not observe any change.

T only know that there were several Jewish grocers in Hajdudorog
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who could get slong well,

I don't think that they would have any specific trouble. During

the revolut’in there were no signs of antizemitism at all, Should

the Communiit regime continue in Hungary, nobody would dare to
2een

makgdntutnnlnta against them. Should things change people would
not be prepared to be aggressive.
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(1a) I selked about good Western life with my friend and roommate but
otherwise I did not have any interest im political developments. ihen
ﬂuummumquanW”
Iﬁﬁ ¥e 414 mot like $o have part ia such talks.

(1%,0) Ho.

(2-2a) I was too young to have any fealing.

(2v) I think to the Smallholders' Party.

(2e) IM-;wmmupd:llaﬂa-

(24) Having been a child, I 4id mot have smy feeling.

(2e) iy father could not contimms his work as a self-employed artisam. I
slways expected a change.

(2f) Never interestsd in polities.

(2g) I only know that peeple liked to talk over politiocs.

(2n) They were bouad to do so, one could mot have a liviiheod if he 414 not

work,. Nobedy oould do anything. Nobody wanted to start a rewelt eor
something like that.

(2m) It was to be raoported who was the father and the grandfather of the
vorker. What was his erigin. Vhsther he has relatives nkxmm adrosd,
vhere snd whom, When emybody went to smother school or chenged his
wvorking placs, their loyalty sheets were semt to the new school or
the new enterprise. It was hard to get 2 Jjob vhen somebody was &
kulak's son or hed relatives in Western commtriss. ZTherefere, people
often did mot write sach data in the kader dossiess. Twe of my fellew
epprentices had to leave the sppremtice scheol for such reasoms. A
teacher's manf conference was beld and of course other reasons were
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glven, such as thay influenced other people in a bad cense and they
did make poor progress in studies. But I was teld about one of the
two that his father was an arsy officer.
m;ﬁmm. houvsing, fear of srrest and terrer.
Interference vith family and religious life, overtaxation. I d4id net
have to pay taxzes.
I thipnk that the presemce of Soviel troops, disagresment with politi-
cal ideas and beredam.

interference
Overtaxstion, mkerfowetw with religious life and inadequate opper-
tuaities to get shead.
Overtaxation, inadequate housing and inadequate oppertunity teo get shead,
Over—werk was a permsnent grievance for me since I was a skilled worker.
Tes, with fellov workers., When norms wers reduced, several fellow work-
ors wvent home to their paremts to do sgricultural work. Such things
did not vary in time.
The only thing 1 could do to arrange with 2 time saglyser to earmsrk
more time for my works
I could 2ot go to better places, restaursmts, dancimg plasces. I had
arguaents with foreamem especially with the foreman-in-ghief. It eo-
cured that I had to leave the work I did snd start on other work aec-
cording to thelr orders. It was bothersome that I did net have
emough money. Also I worked mmch,
Strelling wvith friends, picking & up girls, playing piag pomg.
Rskoei end the cther Commnist ministers.
Orders concernirg the work of thes fastory were givem by ministries.
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ﬁfmmhhmnﬂﬂ-mﬂﬂm-hhmu
Suba /l-fﬂﬂ..
them vhen such and such work would be ready. Looses epay
asrdared forrusg
aidured by them. The gemarsl memager got yremises from the mimis-

try and he was a member of a council orgamisesl Pieore,

(4b) The ministers ware slse Commmipt Party mesbers. I heard that every-
thing was dirseted by the Party.

(4e) I don't know, _

(44) Flens were discussed there;sometimes Commmmists admitted im the Parlis-
ment thet they committed fak faults and presdised iz a way

that this would net eccur in the future.

(4e) They wanted $0 make it believed abread that everytody wanted Commmunism.
But voting was possible only for the Commmndet Farty.

(4£) Yos, theTe wase #ﬂﬂﬂhﬂhpfmmdﬂuhmnﬁu&*
-Mumum.

(4g) I was %old that those wvho peid money for affieiels got spartmemts sasier.

(4h) Good Comsmmisgte and good kaflers. People of worker pessant and intelleo-
tusl erigins went there glike.

(41) Most of them wero peasant boys. It was attractive for them to get 3
2 good palary and free food amd quarters.

(43) The most important thing was to be a Communist Farty member. with

(5) The DIS: was rather unimportant. Fractically the enly advantage ik

D152 membership wvas free recreation mmi at the Falaton Lake. Some
ks menths before the Revelution young people whe were DISZ members
could have their vacations in Czechoslawakia while psring three hun-
dred forints.
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Membarship feca were to be paid.
It was compul pory.

TnuﬁunﬁnnﬂlinMﬁﬂm'

working place could manage Mot $0 become DISE members by telling that

we made our spplications im smether - workshep.

I was suppesed. to be a DISZ member, but I mever had a membership beck-
lefeo

Hoh% applicable.

I was ealled wyon o0 become a member Dut I Aid not join.
I did not like to go for a vasation and therefore :mxl 4id net feel
cxy d1sadvanpsge.
Thare was a DISI seeretary in the - fastory nomed fer Dusles. I
don't know anything sbout the erganization otherwince. i
ot el
i‘fﬁﬂmﬂuﬂhn”ﬂﬂﬂu&ﬂﬁ*ﬂ%ﬁkﬂw
im:-them-was nade easler,
I dea't kmow vhether FParty membership was compulsory.
Those whose perents or other relatives were Pariy members. NHobody
mrmammmmﬂnhm.mn
Party nesber.
To attend Party meetings, to maks other pople join ths Party, Com-
mmist Party members canvassed for subseribing peace loans. There were
no specific rights comnsctoed im with Perty mesbership.
trethors
Ono of the of my mother joined the Communist Party in
Hajdndorog im 1945, At this timo he was a mason and shoemalker. After

w0 yearn mesbtershiy he left the Party. Freseatly hs is a welder in
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Budgpest. I know thet some of the ekilled workers at =y factory were
Communist Party members. However, I did mot hear thet anybedy Jeimed
the Party simee I worked there. :wmemnqﬂﬂn
that it was the trade unicds secretary who collected the membership
fess from Commudst Party members by selling them tho etamps.

(6e) I did not ebserve such a change.

(&£) Both in Puispes’: and Hajdudorog I heard that peeple who joined the
Compunist Party 444 it with the hope that Mﬂ fare better, How-
ever, they were often dissppointed becanse they were replaced ly youmger

peaple.
(6g) A detter wirking place where ha can make more money. Skilled werkers

were asked whether thsy were Party mesbers and since vhen and whether
thay paid their membership foes regularly, All theso influemsod their
placemant 30 work,

(6b) I was mot.

(63=0) ot applicable.

(6p) I Yould mot become a Party member for I was teo young for thise

(6g)  Eoo

(ér) There was some rind of a central committes, but I den's know what its
newe was.

(6s) I cen't tell amything,

(68) I don't know amrthing shous it

(7 I wes 2ot a memher of any.mEm

(Ta~£f) Hot spplicsbls.

(7g) ¥emy yommgsters of my sgo were DISZ members at =y working place, but



KO, 1564 SA" INTERVIEW GUIIE SECTICE @ IN Po

lest of them were also trade umion members. They tried to aveid mem-
bership in order mot $o pey meszbership fees. Thiriy er thirty-five
persons of skilled workers at my werking place peid trade uniem
mesbership fees regularly. The foreman handed them their wages and
immediately reminded them o pay the trade union fees. Less oftem
elsc the DISZ fees were asked for im this way. I always could aveld
to talk over suth reductiems by referring to the fact that I did met
have any money.

(7h) There were no specific ties smong trade unionj or DISZ members.

(74.,J.k) I den't kmew suything sbout it.

(71.) I did met hear anything shout trade union er DISZ meetings. I kmew
that densing snl tea parties were heldiy them. Sometimes it happened
that three of them were held ia one momth and them ro more for fmx four
or five mmths. Only mesbers were permitted to participate.

(™m) They did mot fesl mm@%%mmu I;ﬂlul'i

o had To do t
hwqiu;:qm in their imtierest;

mm ol S velclnEDe &

Commmmd .

(8) In no case more than fortymepecnsy Alrcond o a%—f-fr Loy,

(®) I did mot see L[ISE groups fighting on the side of the Revelution. Any-
vay DISZ membership was omly a formality amd the wiwle erganization was
of no importance, |

(108) Everybedy suffered for not having an epportunity to speak out freely.

(10b) They protocted snd defemded Rikosi emd the Party. Thay were the hirelings
of the Party. Imﬂhmnmmmﬂih

(10e) Xo.
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(104) 1 donit know anything.

(10e) I don't know maything sbout it. Whem I beceme a Budapest resident, the
AVH already existed.

(10£)  7There were several msx peasant boys smong them.  sosr AYR mn e e
ages of 25-27, 1 think they were persuaded to join by the hope of
making good ®oney.

(10g=j) I don't know mything sbout it.

(10k) I heard that the AVH bad more authority than the Party but I did nmot
hear anything specific sbout relations between the two.

(101) I 414 not kmow my.

(1le-b) u:-ntiun-ﬁ-:.rw. thar mthruhuth-n-hu:hnnmurrn

Fr) paarg-of-ags
Hajdurog. They are mh-hnt mmsa,:-lﬂlﬁtt 28 and 21 /zsmpk respect-

ively. All of them lived in Budapest in 1954. Out of a quartel with
policenen, g political charge had been formed against them and they were
sentencsd tc different prison terms. The prison term of the youngest was
originally ten years. but it has been reduced to five or five and a half
years by the sppellate court. The two older brothers wers sentenced %o
three or thise and a half years in prison each, All of them were k Jalled
firet in Marke Utca, Budepest, Later thay were if transferred to a
mﬂ mine an forced laborers. I don't kmow in wich mines,

(110) I was told 1y the boys and their parents that vhen srrested they were eAal
Mﬂﬁﬂ the police they were kicked and Deaten with the dutt
of a pletol .

(114) People who ncolded the regime and talited against Communism,
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I don't knov of such cases.

I wanted to see them at ths police and im the priscn befores thay were
sentenced by the court. I went there with their mother, sister and a
friend of mine with whom I was a sub-tensnt. We were not permitted to
see them. The parents of the boys told me that they could semd letters
to them or vipit them once a month and that their mother and sister
say them several times, I don't know how often. Christmas and Easter
they sent them packsges and the boys got them,

The youngest was released about two moths before the Revolution. The two
others by the Revolution. I talked to all of them. They related to me
that while in the forced labor camp, they wers bsatem by the wardens and
were ordered to carry firewood for the wife of tho warden, Those carry-
ing out m betier percentage of work were permitted to talk for a longer
tims with rolatives. A great mum number of psople disd because of be-
ing beaten henvily, MNedical cars was practically non-oxistent.

I don't know mmything.

Hot applicable.

Shonld see e
To aveld AVH mh—mﬂ&hﬂ"h a restaurant.

People wérking in their trained ymist profession are relatively the safest.
helnd

T think it,19a8, Even simple Farty membership can be of some sdvantage.

Aman A e

Temxman of the age of sbout 27 worksd on my side on a : Heo was a

Gommunist Party member snd thus could avoid being enlisted as s soldier.

I was told Ghat even the genmersl msnager halped him to avold it.

I think an influential party memder can pmx be of much help.

At my working place it dida’'t seem to havVe been of great importance.
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Sona of intellectuals could work there undisturbed.

(13e) I don't think se.

(1ar) Of course.

(1Zh) There is mo éifference of such kind,

(14a) I can't recall such m

(14%)  In 1954, there-vaswa po{ice 2Puideol 4m the Westend coffeshouse at
Lenin ESrut (Boulevard) close to the Western Railroad terminal. There
used to be dinces there snd I was present ia the coffeshouse at this
tiss togethe:r with a friemd, the one who had been sentenced to ten years
in prison as told above, Thirty or forty youngsters were takesn there to
the police for one night. The identity of sach of them was checked and
those who could prove that they had regular work wore permitted to leave
the police a’ter oms night, but others were kept there. 1 apd my friend
telongal to the former ones. ¥e were relessed after explaining that we
bad to work the next morming.

(14e) 1 don't kmow anything about it.
(15e~b) I dom’t know.
(150) Dvery product has been takenm out to Russia from Hungarye For example at

t-?ttm- there was no lard in Budspest.

(15 4) 1 remesiber only one case. It was in the summer of 1954 that Russian
isitors 4n a ausber of seven or elght also with tvo vomgh among them,
ctukmd visited our workshop with the general mansger and the Communist
Party secretary. Mwmmmruhmrhmm. they
1ooked at tho machines, but did met tell anything to working pople.

(15e) I don't kmow.



(158)

(16a)
(16v)

(16e)

(16a)

(189)
(7

(17a)
(17p)

(17e)
(174)
(17e)
(18s)
(18)
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A%t the time when I worked in Bgyesilt Iss0 incandescent lamp fasctory,

I wvas told that Russisn advisers passing om working methods werse thare,
They concealsd their sentimemts because they felt terrorised,

{t:.ﬂ ast occur that a Communist Party member talked to amother who

vas not a Party member becsuse the latter avoided such talks.

¥ith people with whom I was well acquainted. I nover was dissppointed

by doing so.
Hhummmntﬂhdnnrhﬂn;tnmhmhhﬂmﬂ%?

e art
Aveeking to go out for the West. We avoided such talks in the workshop

vhen several paople were present as well as on sireeis and in street-
L4 = 5 1)

Muiutm,

I think there was not such a possibility.
®
I did not manage it jither.
&
From 1545 through 1954 govermment nﬂmnu&%u Hajdndorog even <o-

: ﬂthlﬂhnwm“mth—)aﬂ-ﬁm mmbﬁdm
fm ;i;)hlwhnwitnlnft# 1954, |

I don't know.

I never heard sbout such a transfer.
I don't know.

The Communist Party and the AVH.
Street demcnstrations and the demsnds of universilty youth immediately before

: ; .mﬁ-f‘ el

the Revolutiom. But if tray sven of grenlicaleh)that the whole people
became tired during twelve years of s0 many lies and not seeing sny im-

provemant in life.



(a9%)

(19¢)

(194~¢)
(19f)
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I dop't know.

Kootly people Mving in the countrymide. Mhey wera forced %o Join
farmara' cogperatives and overything they producsi was teken fyem them
as state delivery and tames. _—

Industrial workers wers nct hostile or/better to u:y they did mot dare to
express hostility. They were accustomed to 1t, th 't ome of them could
earn moTe, otaers less. Certainly X upakilled woi' ars felt the most
hostile among manngl woTcare.

Hot m0 much direct opposition but bitterness grew,

I doen’'t know anything shout personal or group oppo-ition.

o
(1 I donlt kmow,

(191-m)

I don't mow elther.
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(1im) The mort importent was news I heard from friends.
(1b) Excrptionally I read nows from a daily paper.
(2a) 1 subecribed for a daily paper, I don't remember tho name. Its title

wis yritten by red letters. It was published for youmg pedpls. Subscrip-
tion propaganda was made for it in one of the wortshops of the factory
where I worked. I subscribed to it to have peper st home. Also I read
Ludgs Matyli a comic., I% was a weekly paper.

(2b) Most of them I read falrly regulafly.

(3¢) In Ludas Matyl I liked to read jokes. In the otho: paper I read a seriall-

sed noval, However, nhen I did not like ome part of it, I did not com-

th“ rm-u
(24) Answered under point 2¢.
(2e) There ware not, dut it was put om the blackboard vi:a% promises were made

and what results were resched in working competition. It was put on momth
to k month.
(2f) The paper I mentionsd before subetitutfd the wall newspapers. It was

sick
written iz 1t how much verious workers produced, o of them were xim}
as el g
and slso soccer and ping pong results were publisi:d im “A photographs
of thoss who 4id a good or poor job,amd Fhose who weve back in their work

vere scolded as well as latecomers. All this reforred to the fastory mmmsmm

ﬂ
(2g) Ho-dettars Newel,
(2-1)  Hot spplicabls.
(23) I did mot see susch publications.

(3) About twice per week.



(3a)

(3v)

(2e)

(2a)

(2e)
(2£)
(4a)
(4v)

(40)
(4a)
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I preferred to see French and Italien comedies. Ax for mi examplei

My Wife Is g King's Dgughtor. I did mot like most of the Russian

films, but one or two of them were fairly good.

They were mostly entertainment films. If ne others wore %o be seen, I

say Bussisn and Hungarian ones, but I d4d mot like thom much becguse there
vas such propaganda in then.

In additien to those mentioned under point 3a, I on lussian films as:The
Capitulation of Berlin, Agtack af 6:20.

More Western films wers performed in 1954 end the following years. At this

E_l.n-._}. * AED BLACE and smother ﬂhﬂ::ﬁ-_ Lhe. &ﬂé Cw;_éz BN

% Daver.
I saw Cyvemo, but I did not like 1% .
I read fow books in receant years, a little bit mors wiile I was a student.
All the twelve TARZAN book: and seversl covboy novels, as for oxample: THE
FLOWER OF THE WILD WESP, THE COWBOY WITE THE LASSC, THE MYSTERIOUS ACE OF
CLUBS, MAE, HORSE, AND DOG, THE MAN WITH WOODEN LECS, THE MAIL COACH.
I was interested in them.
We changed books with sach other for reading. It wos %00 ‘lﬂ:::

btuy them. JI-msan-mdef-gpch-other-youngeiedrs.

(4e=f) I refer to my statement under point 4b.

(4g)

(5)
(8a)

I was not a sabscriber to amy public litrary and nover tried to get
books from them,
Fe.

I wvas not interested in it.



(5b)
(6¢)

(6a)

(Be-=1)

(€a)

(&b)

(6o=d)
(6e)
(7a)

(7o)
(7e)

(T&=0)
(71)

(7g)

(7n)
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I did not own one.
from

When I was in my bed at night I hesrd f£xmm the neighbor’s room that muk our
landlord, the Communist Party secrstary, iistemed ©o thems

I m'tm to wvhat problems.

Hot spplicable.

To Eadic Free Europe in the Communist Party house /ure we quartered as
Freedom Fighterss Everybody listensd to it.
I did it about twice or thres times for some half lowr before going out as
guard. It was also during the Revolution that I 1l!s'ened once to EFE broad-
casts in the home of my frienieuiMRy Then {¢ was explained how to
fight tanks, I don’'t remsmber what things wsre told by EFE when I was in
the Freedom Fighters quarters,
I 414 not have any specific eopipions.

I did not hear about it.
Tes, from more elderly people as for example from the family of my friend
G- from girls in the house where I livel.
For sxamplo thay telked over the Suesz problem.

I could not form a Judgment, I was mot too mmeh intorested im i%.

I don't mymmiamr remembel any.

There were no specific localitiss, I talked aboul ¢''m with frisands vhen
I met them.
Yos, soms of the wvorkers at my working plece. I never knew wvhether thay
really heard sush things or simply invented them.
Mostly st my working place when working with only ¢ns fellow worker and evenm
more at home.



(71)

(8a~e)
(af)
(eg)
(8n)
(92)

(%)

(10a)

(10v)

(104)
(10e-1)

1
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I don't know snything about coffeshouses. Peliticil ftalk, however,
[ =]
used to go on in imms, hu::isianmnuuumw;mmm
to coms.
I could not tell it as I nover ¥as a reguiar reads of DewsSpapeTrs.
Yower,
Almost never.
Haver.
¥aen I wont home ¢, Hajdudorog, 2 peasants tried h.il to heaj"news from
b
Budapest and o%t'.er parts of the country. There wa /roung fellow among
b ey seorkiig place a7 Besclopcel
fellow worke knew moch about prices of comsw . things.
Bo “tmﬂ.llhﬂ-b-# poople who 41d or did nof.Caw H¢ niacle.
1 hear” that it was dropped and that it cansed marm vlotigs. I thought that
it v alright to makke an end to tl.o war,
7 domn't kmow.

I did not hear anything abeut it.

.i imd'fm Germany got medern firearms %o make hi fit for fighting.

I don's know anything about it.



(1 a)
(1 v)

(2)

(2 a,p)
(3)

(3 a)
(3 »)
(3 ¢)
(3 a)
(3, ba)
(4 »)

(5)
(6: 'E'l}
(6 b)

(6e )
(6 a)
(6 e,f)
(6 g)
(1)

(x 8 2)
(8 »)
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Hardly anything. Entirely new leadership and programs are needed .
I den't lmow, probably nothing.

Yes. It is not permissible that BEXE ¢hx > should be only ome
politieal party.

Yes, without any exeeption.

Yes.

There should not be sny limits.

Not appliceble,

No, Free eriticism is necessgary.

I don't think it should be ferbidden.

f!al.

If people sre oppressed and there are Vel hard conditions
of life.

Lands and enterprises are to be returned ©o thelr owmers.
I eaxmot answer.

Yes, there would be s better industrisl ovelopment and
production would be better.

It is good.

I dem't have any opiniom.

I am against them.

Kézert should be ebolished.

Mo, I sm in faver of private cwmership.

Tt is 2 bad idea, good only to chase aft~: people.

In the way mentioned above, under Q. 8 a,
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(8 ¢) MNot appliesble,

(8 d) Fastory owmers, peasants, but seme kind ¢7 control commission
would be a good thing.

(9) The state should mot interfere with fanily smd religious life,
eonditions of work amd life.

{10) Yes, there are certain duties, but I camrl; emumerate them.

(10 a) Paying taxes is all right, but only insofs:* as 1t 1s needed to
have an organized life where everything goos in order amd to
care for old age Iinsursnce.

(10 b) It should be compulsory.

(10 ¢) They must be obeyed,

(10d) Omly if there is a m:wiw govermeitt .

(10 e) Yes, to help them by IFEE %‘E‘.”."‘ﬁ.... ar< to ecare for housing.

(11) Yes, because there is now free medical c:ro, Amyway, private
physicisns care better for thelr patientsr “han physielans in
the sccial security service.

(11 a) There is no difference among groups of pcriilatiom.

(11 ©) Pesople who have encugh earnings to pay 1(0 or 200 forints to
the doctor, ean have better medieal eare.

(11 e,d) I refer to my Egeneral statement under C .11,

(11 e) I cammot,

(12) I don't kmow,

(12 a) I used to go to the movies, but almost ncvar to the theater.

(12 ) Yes, they sre taking advantage of opportinities,
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(12 e) I camnot emumerate specific groups.

(12 4) Mest pecple have,

(12 ¢) Manmal workers are short of momey, but nevertheless they ean
go to the theater scmetimes.

(13 a) In 1946 I lived in the cowntryside amd ot "his time we had¢
pretty good food, It 1s worse nouXk.

(13 b) It is sboui the seme.

(13 e) }.'bon are not.

(14 a) Better now tham in 1946,

(1% ») Im 1950 it was worse, too.

(18 ¢) Many unckilled workers and horsecart drivirs were seen in rags
and tatters, thus revealing that they had ‘iffieulties in
gettin; themselves propesr elothes.

(15 a,b) I kmow it enly sbout the iron industry. I this industry

production lnereased,

(15 "l‘] I dm't know.

(16)

(16 a)
(16 1)
(16 o)

(16 @)
(16 @)
(17 a)

It ghould be wp to the factory owmer, wori'rs should aot have
word im it.

To protect working people.

Completely.

Ho, everybedy showld deelides by himsel! whir bker he wimts toO
e a trade wnion meumber or not.

The factory owmsr and the people he puts - sharge.

7o the factory owmsr.

Lty are all bad.,



(17 m)
(17 <)
(17 a)
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They should be dissolved and the lands g'ven to individuals.
They should be returned to their former cwaers.
All of them should be dissolved.

(17 e)f) They should be returned to their former ciaers, howsver, no

(17 g)

estaten bigger than 1000 eatastral aeres (iould be permitted.
Yes, smd the government should declde sbhcu: problems which
camnot be solved simply,as I Hold before

(17 h,1) Yes, acecording to my previous statewenin.

(17 3)
(17 x)
(17 1)
(17 m)
(17 n)
(17 o)
(17 p)
(17 q)

They should be distributed among individv .l farmers.

There should not be.

Yes, by momey grants and loans.

Their stock should be distributed smong :riividual farmers.
Ho.

I woulil sell or transfexr them to individi:l farmers.
Angwered under Q. 17T n and o,

Yes,

(18 a,b] Yes, without amy difference,

(18 e)
(18 &)
(18 e)
(18 r)
(18 g)
(19)

(19 &)

No, they should care for themselwves by tl-ir own efforts.
Ho.

Yes, but emly facultatively.

Te a denecminstional school.

They should be returned to the Chureh.

It should depsnd on the pesition he held.

X Unimportant people should be excused, 1:: those who were



(19 b)

(19 e)
(19 a)
(19 e)
(19 r)

(19 g)
(20)
(21)
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seeking for memey or power should be pun'shed, They should be
deprived of their jobs and those who coviiitted erimes should be
Jalled,

They should be expelled to the Soviet Un ca or iLiprisened for

sn adequate time., Also they should be sont to mimss for hard work,
They should be treated ascording to Q. .U a

Nothirg., DISZ membership was of no impo anee,

Imprisonsd and exscuted if they have cum tted great crimes.

Simple poliecemen in general should not b held responsiile,

es to the offieclirs 1s should depend KEN i the degree in whieh
they committed eriminal aets.

They should be pardemed,

I eculd not tell amything,

Yes, there is. Hungsrians are eager to '‘zht and flare wp

easily. On the other hand, many Humngarims are reafy to campiwise
and to be reckless if a better jcb is prised to them and amybuly
stays In thelr way.

(21 a,b,e) Hupgarisns are more modest than Germsn: and Americans, and

(21 4)

more cultured than Russians.
I don't know,

(21 e,f) I don't lmow either.

(22)

(22 a)

I don't know.
Older people told me that 1t was best ©To rininmm
that existed before the first World War, #hdmlpmand
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inexpennive life,

(22 v,e,d) I éon't kmow.

(22 e) I did not hear snything sbout it.

(22 £) There was mush,

(22 g) I domn't have any opiniem.

(22 B) She should mot have participated im the wor, and should have
stayed apart from the Germans. The war é 1 not make any sense
for Husgary.

(22 1) Peassrts were enthusizstic sbout the faci that lands were
distributed -mong them. In sny other way. conditions between
1045 through 1948 were much better than loter and JNEEXK
probably bstter tham before.

(23 2) It womld he better should 1t be possible Lo eross borders
withouf diffieculty.

(23 ) Territories taken fran Hungary at the end of the first World War
should be retwrned to her,

(23 ¢) I do mct think so,

{ESd:h] Busgarisns are angry about Rumanians ccause they let FREBEEEN
the Russians at the end of the second World War through their
eoumtry to hmmgary. Dtm/t:apltinmultmm along well.

(24 a) Some kind of federation would be a fine thing, but I could not
tell arything sbout the form.

(24 v,e) I don't kmow.

(24 4) WHet.



(2h e)
(25 a)

(25 »)

(25 e)
(25 a)
(25 e)

(25 2)

(25 g,h)
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There should not be.

I saw meny drunk and stupid people among
more cultured and better dressed, I obac
soldiers were much afrald of Thelr office
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them,. Offieers are

ved that simple Rusaian
+ before the Revolutiom.

liongolisns are a specific type of Russia

About tem to twenty percent of them are g
are rather bad.

There are very few smong them who are not
I did not.

Their behavleor was very unsympathetle to
the Cossacks behaved in a mammer that was
lanry drvnkards were smong the Russiam sol
they drank oven eau de cologne whem they
other kind of alechelic drimk., THey wore
Russisn, @eman, Bungarlan wmiforsi paris.
lMany wonenm were reped by Russiams im 194/
mother vas attacked by ome, but my father
on the Fussisn military comnand and other
out NSl wiro took the Russisn sggressor aw
Pigs, cows, horses were takem by the Ruass
frem everywhere, as well a3 wrist watehsp
Hobody ¥ lilced them, but everybody was amn
s0 as not to pget into trouble.

(26 a:h) I don't !mow smything sbout 1t.

o people. Others

~ommmiste .,

mgarians, especially
rhocking to everybody.
lers at this time and
rould mot drink amy
rivilian clothing,

nd 'li5, Evem my
ould mauge o call
‘ussian soldlers cane

y frem owr home.

Loes in Hajdudorog

lous to aveid them,



No. 154 "A" DEERVIEW GUIDE SECTICI I N p.67

(26 1) When lands were distributed,

(26 j) I demn't know, I never was interested in -olities.

(27 2;b) I dom't know.

(27 e,4) I d8d not hear anything sbout it.

(27 e) They are incompatible.

(28) Hungary would have become meutral. Thore ould have been a
batter standard of life, workers would h: ' needed to work less,
and they would have got better salarles.’

{28 a) I keard that he stood out for the people.

(28 a) Tes.

{20 2) It iz a good thing because it ﬂlﬂltut.t'ﬂfﬂmmh,.

(20 b) It 13 wrong. It mesms that pecple are o ..oited by smother pecple
and the latter takes out everything from ‘he other's coumtry, or
at least earns too mmch to the detriment " a less developed peopls.

(290 e) It is a2 wrong thing., Classes should not ‘ght against each
other, Everything should de solved im a naeeful way.

(20 @) I think this meams that the people revelt igainst an aggressive
rule, It ia a good thing.

(29 e)f) I don't lmew,

(20 g) I den' kmox either.

(20 B) They should mot have too maeh land, say 000 or even 5000
catastral asres.

(20 1) I enly imow that he is a good Hungarian.

(20 3,k) I don't know amything about them.



(29 1)
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I did4 not hear this nane,

(20 m) SHe is a good Hungarisn politieiim, a Wems: who cares for the

(29 n)
(30)

cause of the Revolution abroad mow,

He 1s the Catholie Primate of Hungary, o ;ocd Humgarien.

Should foreign cbservers be present at th: electioms, the
Commmists would mot win in any ease. Fx nably a peeple's party
or a workers' party would be the winner.

(30 a) Imre Wagy.

(31 - d) Less.

(31 e¢) I don't lmow.

(31 £) I think rather less.

(31 g) More thsn they deserve.

(31 h, 1) Much less,

(32) Manmual workers were better off, st least lotween 1945 and 'A8,

(32 2)

(33)

(34)

Peasants were better off before the secor World War and

probably also dwring the war. I dom't krow anything sbout other

groups, exespt ¥ tradesmen and artisans, 7ho were betier off

before 1948 than after.

J,Ste Gk s,y 3 e S5 batews 395 tacs i
1048, This was right. Otherwise I cammnot give an

angwWer.

a., Coincides b and ¢, I don't kmow; d, Ghey confliect;

e mmd £, they coineide; g - J, I think thoy conflicted.

There was nothing.



No. 154 "A" TNTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION I ™ p.69

(35) Not more than ten percent of the population would fight for
the Commumist regime. Most of them would he higher party
officials and AVH-men. Ninety percent of ihe population would
fight against them,

(36) It did not change.



(1 a)
(10)
(1e)
(1 a)
(1e)
(2)

(3)

!}
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I think it was an inter=eting and useful hing.

Certainly very much.

Hothing.

Yes, '

There is nothing.

Yes, should ecircumstances change so that
I have no suggestions.

can do it safely.

Impressionistic Portralt of Responden' .

Respondent is a simple-minded man of

very little interest in political matters

He was well trained in his work and did i’
he gave about working comditions in Hunga 7

By nature, respondont was not likely

mejor political troubles before the Rgvol:
for streolling around with boy and girl fr.

hed no wish for any mere important aetivi:
“o be platitudes and
ot being interested

Maiyy of the opinions ke expreased appear
improvised rather thar Teally pondered. |

in literature and ideclogiecal matters, ne

un#umditim and about events, nor his
long years of Communist rule eould reveal

'all eulture and

nd soelal life,

well, The informatiocn
are fafiyly useful.

0 get into YEEHIN
;ien, He eared omly
onds of his age and

23 beyond this.

ther his ideas about
sttitude towards the
rany characteristic
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features in a positive sense, His historical EESIN aspects
were very poer, too., Negatively, however. it is noticeable
how far the Commmist regime in Hungary s cod in the way of
developing any specific attitude concernl : these matters
in simple people.

In addition to work eonditiona, the ‘terview peems to
be importan: alse ecncerning revhiutionar evehts, It seeme
maalgng how far young people leading 2 " imple life were
suddenly attracted by other youngsters =n by the mcod of the
whole population, making them aetive parti-ipants.



