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at
At the %ime of the revolution I was a :u!.d.inﬂﬂy';'r, There 1 received She
Arrow Cross

news about the Revolatiom. I was told that old rosctionaryxiexmemd

1seders started the revolution and that we too hed te take xxpsxk wup arms

in i%s emppert. There ia Gylr we didn't ses the situation cleerly. I

heerd that the AVO was disarmed and that the soldiers jolined tha revolu-

tion. The revelnticn could heve smoceeded if the Ensel ans g would net have
interfered and would mot beve semb foreign troops sgeimst the revolutionstries.
The revolution started whem the students demonstaried in front of She
Parllament on the 23rd of Ockober.
Ths main thing that contributed te the eutbreak sf the revolution was the

twelve years oppression. The Russians premiscd theb they would bring

_well Being to the people, dut they oppressed the urban pepulation as well

as the country people for twelve yeers. If the stvdenta wonld not have
started the revolutien, then nobody would have dared to de that and thareo
would mot have been & revolutiom. After Stalin's death the deeds of the
latter were criticized, but scon after hat the regime became mOTs savers
then in $he S%alin era. That wes the time when ﬂmﬂ{kuunﬂn Farms)
vas organised. I do mot know whether Imre Hagy'e premiership from 1983 %o
1965 4id or did not conbribute to the outbresk of the revelutiom. The re-
conciliatien of Mescow with Tite did mot contribute. The twentieth Congress
did not play a big role inm it since criticissm was eppressed even after
the Congress, as & mattor ef fact the reogime becama nven more strict In
matters of critieism than before. I do not kmew shoub thu!;:mth
Aftsr the replecement of Rox Hikosi She nituction Decame & little less
gevere, but only for a half s yeas. AfSer that tine the regime became

ezaln strici. I do mot kmow what the funeral ef BEnjk contributed.
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Gomulks's retw'a to power im Cetober 1€, 1556 influsnced much the sto~
dents. After this event the students seked for their rights in Hum-
£ary.
Ho thvre is m» such a peimt.
The pert played by the writers wso very Wﬂ%m the writers could
kerp the youth together and could help them in discasaing the mattere. L
)i2ard that the Petdfi Circle pleyed sm isporteant role im the revelution.
I haven't read newspspers at leest net for the nm,m only for sport
events or stories.

facters

The majorzametexs leading to the revelt wore the fmocts that the peeple
did not have freedom, that while the Comnunist - premised a high
stendard of livinz the standard of living in flungery was the lowest possi-
ble, that the Russlans exploited Hungary exporting all the goods Hungary
produced without returnms and without lu;ﬂu enough for the country's com=
gumption. The Hungarien geeds were sold on foreign narkets for very low
pricos or for momey which was given te tho Rusgisms. The Hungarians hod
not incentive to prnduuslltnuu whatever they 4id the country became BT
SusER poorsr snd poerer.

I wouldn't know that.

There wers mot too many pecple in the control erganizations. Onch ths masses
revolied sgainst the rezime ovem with lack of arms and their sheer majority
guccesded to disarm the AVE. The AVE wes not helped neither by the sol-
diers mot the police.

The people &k who staged the demonstmation of October 23 did net mean %o

ptart a revolution. They did mot plam bloodshed, they only wanted te
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Teceivel] somo mllowences, concessions from the govermment. The AVE, how
over, xkmizim started %o sheot into the cruwd, and that's the way the
revolution started.
The AVH started to shoot inte the crewd, t:e pelice were disarmed by the
demonstrators and with the arms taken from the pelice the crowd siarted te
fight the AVE. Later the soldiers helped rhe demonstrators, supplying
them with ::mi arms.
At firet everybedy's purpose was te get rid of the Fuseians and the Hum-
gerian political leaders, but after achiovizy, these purposes no doubt the
different sections of the revelutiomaries wo'ld have strogzled among each
other for pewer.
Communists in higher positions & were eppesed !o the revels.
Thers were no neutrals. Pesple ware either widi the iovolution er they were
Communiste and were against it.
The most popular slogans were ;: Te Cease the ealstenco of the AVE; Te oust
the Communiste from the country's leaderahip.
It wae ::Lmut.
It meant that the Communists wanted to change euy system of governasmt and
to annul the Communist laws.
Only such Commoniste joined the revelt who wers 10% Communiste in their
belief, who only joined the Communist party in cider to be able to kee p
their jobs. JFor example there were such Communi:te whe were ot_fiet werkera,
who could heve received other sorte of .‘Iﬂ'h:f but wented to keep on
worlcing in the effices, =nd thereafore joined the Uonminiet party.

Yes; moat probably thers were.

»
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If Soviet troops would mot have been brought in.the revolutionaries would
have been able to defeat the Communist regime snd Imra Nagy wounld have be—
come the head of the goverhment, after that, however, there would have
been guarrels among the ssctioms of the revolutionaries. m'?dﬁrrw Crose
peeple wanted to takte the power im their hands,
I did not de 2 thing. I wes in a military cemp in Gyir serving my time, I
was there uniil the 1llth of November.
I haven't seen any fightinag.
Fo, I have mot witneseed any mobd vielence.
The students had the greatest authority from among all the various Exmninkisey
axien revolutionary groups. They semt contrelling groups to the countryside
in erder to watch what was going en thsre.
I do net know.
I do not kmow
% No, I had no contacte.
Ho, I had no contacte.
Those Ruseien treops which wers inm Hungary befors the revolution 'brn;:}m

on the gide of

officers and mez alike, whole heartedly, whilr the Hungarien people. Thad
was the reason why the Russians hed te send other troops to fight against
the revelutionaries.
I de not know.
I do not knew stout them.
I do not know.
They had suthority before the revolutiom, they directsd the government e

the comntry. During the revolutiom they had no authority at all but aftor
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the revelutirn they resumed their powerful status,

I found out about; he mnﬁ‘mh through the radie. I listened te
Rsdio Fros Europe, to the Bumsmemis Radioe (Dunantdl is the western part of
Hungary, the teritory west from the Danude), and to the Petefi radié.
I do vot knew whué pert the newspapers played,becanse I haven't read sny
revo.utlonary meuspeper.

I isard sbott eveats from Budapest from seldief friezds whe served im Bula~
peot. I heard that the Rmi Russians defeated them,

7 listened tu the Petofl ridid, to the Dunértdli radi¢, te Free Europe Radié
and as soon 318 I was back frem the army I listemed to English, Csechoslovak,
Yegoslav rudies, teo. I avoided polities as much as | could, that's why
I didn't cven read newspapers.
The old rgime was replaced,and the party organizations disselved . These
latter rad no influemce at all in the govermment. They didn'"t functiomn at
#dl diring the revolution.
The simy and the police sakkswm collapsed. The polico wers disarmed and the
army joimed willingly the revolution. The Dies remsined and jeimed the
revelution so gﬂm trade wnions. The Communiet lesders of these latter
ergenisations could mot influsnce these erganizations egainst joiming the
revolution.
The party did not funetion at all during the rnalnti::é h:dﬁ:n“t know
whether they were investigated. The party leaders, .
ary orimes againet the people we®e not punished.

The uniformed police collapsed sltogether.
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So did the AVH,

function
The court cellapsed too. The judges ef the system could netxfuuetian
during the revelution.
It collapeed alse.
Collapaed.
Cellspeed, too. Reve. ationary councils were organised everywhere.
Nothing happenedm to ‘he churches.
They used the Dissz arl the trade wmnions.
I do not Imow.
The workers councils were chosen by the mmskse workers themselves in the
fax fecteries. Tioy represented the weeikaw vorkers interest— the revolutionary
committse and ths factery leaders.
I éo not know.
Ch, yes, I de :hink mueh about it.
Xz It was iseful because the face of Commumism is shown now to the whole
world.
Tes, 1% rould have succeeded if the Russians had not interfered. The in-
terferc.ce of the Weet would not have helped hecause this would hawve brought
to 2 virld war,
Yes, we 4id. We expected mediecsl help, which really arrived, and when the
Ru/slans interfered we expected arms and troops from the West.
" do not kmow.
He was a commwmistz, t00. Ke exercised Communism in a different g from
the lsaders of today. He did mot thinik only of the exploitation and the

oppression of the people, but also of the well-being and the possibility

e
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of making a liﬂu.‘
Mindssenty, ermﬂ. Maleter. These were the prople who wers trusted
by the nation. (I asked about Kiraly,Tomas Acszel, Lukacs, Tildy, Dudas, but
the respondsnt m_:hf-r about those people.)
First, students, then workers, them intellectuals, the soldiers in small
nusbers, only from Budspest and ite neighborbood, then peasants. Irrespomsi-
ble elements were among the workers s well as among the peasants and these
pecple wers turncoate whe were at once em twe sides.
Tee, I did becauso always students started all revolutions.
Ae soon as I eaw that the revolution wonld not succeed and that the Russisns
took over the power, I decided to leave Hungery. At that time the govern-
ment started to search for escapee soldiers. I did mot want to be a
soldier any lomger. I decided to leave Hungery on the 18-19 of November
and I left om the 20th.
I did net want to go back to ths army, I could mot bear this system which
is there now.
I telked 1t over with my parents. They had no choice Dut to BEFE8.
If 1t had been summer and mot winter, I could have remcined in Hungary and
ebsyed in hiding for a whils. This wes impossible,hovever, during winter

time. I Aid not want te leave my pareats.
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Firet I worited ln & tractor and egricultural nachinery station in a

village mear Gylir. The mame of the village was Gy"ﬂm After

that I werked in Gyéf as an electrician.

I am en slectrician.

I drove tracters and thrashing mxeking machines.

I wvae & tractor and thrashing machine drivew.

I was in this position from 1950-53. (The rsspondeni is 22 years old which

meens that e recleved the positiom when he wus fiftoen years eld.;

Yes, 1 wm: promoted after I finished a se-called second rate agricul-

tural mechinery schoel. I learned here to handl: larger machines and alse

learned the mechaniem of these machines in theory.

The s'ation was quite well orgamiszed, there was pleaiy ef wexrk, the

mech’‘ces were in good shape. We did smaller repeir jvbe .tlﬂ., fer lergasr

reyalr jobs thes machines were taksn to & ﬂm:.g . -‘i._
1% wae the tractor and machinery station of Gyomsomempirarx . For the next
job (2a) I werked in repeirimg electricsl equipment and imstallation. (2b)

First I was an spprentice for a year and a half and then I became an assie~

tant for about helf a year. In 1556 I was recruited to thy army. We aleeo

a.ttm:nd. a school where we ware taught the theorical part «f eur jok. The
echoel. wee maiptained by the company itself.

{2e) I held this positiom for twe yeare.

(2d) TYee, I became en amssistant from ap appremtice. One counld really
learn the trade hers well. This wes quite a large state owosd
company end one had the cpportunity to werk in a variety ef Jube.

One wae imsa left slone to work om all sorts of thinge and ee

one could leesrn reelly much. V¥onld I have worked with a private
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firm, I would not huve had the opportunity te learn ar much as I legrned
here. Besides hal I been an apprentice st a private firm I would = havse
had %o take an ¢xem to become zn assistant. In & state owned cempany
ene becams an ;asiotant antomatically after being ar apprentice fer
gbout a year pnd & aslf,
This was the electrician company of tv‘fr and Sepron counties. The com=
pany bhad several rerkshops in the two counties. I vorked first in a
emsll workehop i/ Gydr and them in Gvir, Ia Gyzx Gyér we were abous
fifteen te twoviy im the workshop, In Oviér we were sixz peeple, three
apprentices rad three assistants. Ia le' was the cventer ¢f the com-
peny and thire wvere the offices. I do mot imow how many workers and
office woriers worked in the whele company altogethor.
The compar’ worked in installmants of electricity inte buildings, repair
Jobe im elusiricity imstellments, we didn's repair olootrical metors.
The company worked for state prejects as well as individual private pre-
Jecto er private people. Appreximately there were sbout an hundred and
fif%y peole working in the compeny. The company wne quite efficiemt
end cuen:asful. It waz the lm.ﬂﬂu:fﬁw in the whele Dunintml
(wezter. part of Hungary, west from the Danabe) Thare were competitiom

companies

among ‘he different state owned county electricsl mmmsyx sach year
and ov's used to Be the wimner of the competition. Our company received
compelsaations for being the winaer, but moest ef the compensetions went
to thv leaders.
It wir an slectrical company, state owned and was called the Electrical

L Sepron counties.
Comyiay of Gyer and
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I liked the Jﬁ'hjm I would have preferred to be a machamic.
I like to work with eloctricity. It was interesting.

I liked it. There was mothimg I disliked about it. I Just wonld
have preferred to be a mechanmic.
The werking conditioms were much better shan in my other previous
Jobs. There, whers I worked im the tractor and machime station we workad
sumner and winter oatdoors with the machimes, we had to werk much harder
thar here in the slectrical conpany. we received less pay than here and it
was net & cloam Job, we were always o¢ily and dirty f{rom the machimes.
The f=ckt tochnieal conditioms were good. We had all the necessary squip-
ment. The meEkeapx workshop wae mot Big and we 4id ia this shop enly re-
pair wverk on lamps and heating equipment. The shop was clean and big enough
for the number of workers who worked there. The equipment was not new
but mot obselete either. The quality ef services was good.
I did pot always work iz these two workshops I mentioned. Sometimes we
had to go to the surrounding villages to do a job of installation there.
Whenever we were takea to work in the country we received food and board

/
but whomever this plago was not far frem my home (he lived im a village

called (D 1 wouwd rather go homs to livs with my parents
and went to work By traim. If we did mot recelvs " board and room,
if we worked outside of Gyor, them we recsived twenty-five forints s day
for food and board which amount was given to ne in adiitiom te eur waged.
I could only go homs to sleep come beck to my work by traim if thers

was good weather. The rallway station was about fouriesn kilemeters from
our village and I had to =k ride the bicycle to get to the station. It
took me two hours to get from home te Gyor by bioycle and then trainm.
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I worked eight hours & dasy.
§ixz daye & week. but during the summer we worked fivs days but then we
woriced nine and a balf hours a day.
We wers not allowed te work overtime im Gyor. Whem vo were ia the
countryside, however, we worked mnas plecework and ther we worked actu~
ally as many hours as we ceuld or wanted. They paid us piece wise.
First of May, fourth ef April and ths twentieth of Avgust were legal holi-
days and in additiem Christmas Doy and Easter Sunday and Easter Mondsy were
legal holidsys. In order not tv break up the fleow of the work sometimes a
holidsy which would have been on a Friday was shifted te Saturday or which
would have been on a Tuesdsy .as shifted for a Mondmy.
Aftor working for twelve mont:s I received twelve days peid heliday and
every additionmal year I received one day mere.
He this was the same in every job.
Toe, there were puniskments. Poeple wers shifted frem one working place
to the other anm a punishmen! er their vecetion was reduced.
They raised the morm. Ome ad t® do mere pieces fros the same menay.

Stachanovist

Thers vere Biuiromeeizt worlers vhe ralsed the morms.
There was ne neesd for ﬂlplﬂl up uutu'hucm- 28 the norm was raised

sverybody tried to work svre in erder to mske somes mere mOnAY.

I bad health insuranee, (ld age insurance. , I was actuslly reglatered im
the trade wmion but I norer pald my dues. The enes vhe diviveew-pald union
fees—~ had the advantagen of recelving benefits im vacatien places, eto.
The pesple with whem I sorked were about i1y age - moetly young peeple

no more then middle agid. The younger oncs whoe studied during this re-
gine had at least eigh years of elementary scheols. The older ones, who
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studied during the past regime, had at least six yoare of elemen~
tary scheol:. My co-workers were from peasant families and urbem
worker femilies.

Feople got along very well at work except in such cases where the
bogsses wers Communist perty members and wanted %o rush the work,

Ho I have not because w» wers not from the same villages.

No, I haven't discusssd polities with any of them.

YTee, there was a difference. The party members received better jobs
and better pay.

I don't know since I did met participate im the trnde uniomas.

Doea net apply.

Ho, I have mot.

I do not knew.

He could get ahead if he worked well,

Yes, there were,

Thers were such casew on the machine statiem, but net im the electri-
cal company. Durimg the epring time we were alwayn repairing the agri-
cultural machines for the use of the next seasen. We bad two months
to finieh thie werk. The Communists of the station, however, offered
to finish the work in a month and a half. We were rushed to de the
ropairing job and certainly could met de a really good job om the
machines. The machines were takenm w®o scom to the repair sheps again,
they ceuld not werk efficiently and handicapped the farmers im their
wark.

I do net kmew.

karders
Party members were geod knim and f{rom among the young peoples those
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whe wer¢ net yet party members, but whe did some prepaganda werk
among the peeple. Feeple from the families of former landowners,
factyry muax owners, or business mea were called erpleiters and could
no'i advance during this regime.
I rmow that Shers were informers at my place of work, but it was herd
‘-:uknwﬂufa:.?hmn-n of the cases we had a notien of who
it might be. Peeple vho were ready te do this sort of Job ware peor
workers and poor pessante whe tried to get ghead. They gam gave in-
formation about vhat thum their ce-workers did and talked about.
From 1962 to 1954 it was practically impossible to change Jobs. If
one left cme's jeb by cne's own will, this fact was writtem iate the
parson's worlking becklet and this person ceuld net recelve another
good Job for at least six months. The enly jobs he could de during th is
paried were eccasional badly paid jobs. Before 1952 and after 1954 ome
could change Jjods if ome wes net sent B¥EY, because of disciplinary of-
fonnes.
I changed jobs in 1953, because the working conditicns and the pay wers
very bad at my firet jobh. Whem I left sy job in 1953 the enly work I
could get was & very dad end badly paid work . I verked with e dredger
in a canal cleaning job. After completing this job, they wrote imte my
working papers that I wns eligible fer g better job snd then I recéived =y
popition with the electrician company.
If 1 could have picked my work,I would heve worked in mechanice. I always
liked to work in machine repairing job. My father was a fermer and I went
to a country scheol which I 4id mot like a% sll. I bated te sit in oma
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placze and I left schocl as soom ns I could. Ao ssok a8 I left acheol
aftor eight years, I went to a mechanice scbeol as 20 apprentice dut

uwy father counld not pey fer that and them I went te work at the leck-
suith's place where I wanted to stndy this trade. I could mot centinue,
hewsver, bascause this was the time wvhen private trade was sbolished and
the person with whom I worked could not continue te werk im his werksiep.
After that I went to work om the tractor and machime station. There was
a school there, too, wiers we learned mechanice, but first we did net
heve the facilities %o siudy mechanics in practice, we enly studied it ia
theery. I liked te work with machines but I was thore only a driver and
nat g mechanic. Sinco I conld not be vhat I wanted to be, I left &m
this perition.

I could havs been succeesful in being nn electricisn and once I had left
the army I could hevs gotien more money and much more work mnd I wonld
have alresdy had mers sxrerionce.

Tes, I did think so.

I don't lmew what | sould do with the money. Ip iy free time I would
leve to %travel ab-cad te see all the interessting and famous places.

I bad the same .dea : this.

I do not knmoy. I never thonght about that. I'm only twenty-twe years
old.

It was ecroewhat eassisr thar right aftar the wer.

We could buy omly domestic products. Imperted products were mot avall-
abtle. We cooldn't buy the troplcal fruit liks ermmges or products which

we'e betier than owrs imperted Trem foreign countries.
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I couldn't afford to bwy a scooter ar a car.
We wsre left only that meny preducta as much we mecded for the family.
Everything elee was taken awsy from us, I alse helped the x family with
the money I earned. Im the femily I had a seventeen year old sister aad
a brother twenty-five years old whe was graduated frem high scheol but
was 20t admitted te the university to study mechsmiesl enginssring be-
cans? my famlly was corsidered to be anti~communimt. My brother works
as a buyer of preducta fer a cooperative.

exploiteld
Yee, I've heard that we were sxploited.zmspis The governmens expimn
ug bacause they took awsy the products 5y father werked for. They paid
almost nothing for what they took EVaY .
In 1947 1 did net work yet. (He was twelwse years old.) In 1962 I re-
ceived about one thousand ferinte a month. In 195¢ I received about
& thousand three hundred forinte in & menth.
In 1352 the aversge wages wers about @ thousend tws hundred forimts a
month. In 19565 slee atout a thousand twe hundred forimts. Ia agriocul-
tural work the wages were alwsys somewhgt less thay for exsmple in the
bullding industry.
It was sbout the sams than of ethers of the sams kind of work.
My father, my brother snd I worked. My sister went to scheol.
(The English version of the budget questionsire is turmed im together
with the face shest.)
Our house wae quite new and we had no trouble or repairs. We were not
crowded.
Thers wae no makhimf waiting in queuss im the villages, Beside there were
thinge we had te buy in aheps. All the food nesdsd rt home was produced
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oa oar farm ani the only food products we hed to buy were the spices
and salt. We /ddn't heve to stand im line for clothiag or lhu;llu

(99) IT there was some variation then it varied emly in the cities, mot in the
villages.

(92) I doa'$s kvaw,.

(94) Fo, it .as alwaye the same. We produced mlwsys all the food at home.

(10a) It wwn't 2 healthy develepment.

(10p) Eveyrthing wes nationsnlized and from the fall of 1955 until the revolution
erary farmer had te Jjoin the esllectives.

(10e) "he preduction befers 1944 in Hungary was mere, but the way ef production
was not an medern as later. The counbry was net as much mechanized. (he
means Rainly sgriculturasllg.

(10e2) I do net kmew.

{104) I% wae an improvement with the mechsnisatiom, bdut since the farme were
nationslized and the farmere forced to join the collectives. The collee-
tives left many lands uncultivated. This happenmed nainly, because the
collectives did mot went to employ workers, and thsre were net snough people
%o cultivate the land.

(10e) I did pot heser about sny such thing.

sector wa~ ~mite the artisans and tradesmen

(10£)  From '49 to *50 the privatef: alright and/made a gmit
good living. From '50 to 'S4 it was oppressed. From '54 om it was again
possible to receive trade licemses,but 1t was s0 sxponsive that few
tradespeeple could &afy pay for it and receive it.

fiCg) it was somevhat bDetter than before.

(11) Haterial comditions wers the most important from amirg the complaimts. There

was ne use to work becemse even if cne worked well and received much pay one




(11a)
(11%)

(lie)
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could met by asything on ome's memey. It waes lmporsible to buy a

house or lerd or invest momey in any private enturprise.

These were the moet important grievamces. Peor jeopls could met live well.
I don't mow anything else except for this compliint and the complaint

::: laik of freedom .

These complainés were commen to everyeme.




(1)

(1a)

(1w

(e,

(e,

(2)

(2a)
(2v)
(2e]
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I had elght years of gemeral school. (This is clemsntary or primary school
here. )

I attended scheol from 1541-45. There was no scheol from September 19544,
to May 1945, beceuse this was the war time. 3Imxzs [natead of this year
L nﬂ.nd7n studiol during the summer of 1945 and iherefore could ad-
vanco during the fall of 1945 , if we wenld have stiiied all the times.

I attended public sciwsol im Mariketabedslye. (This i3 . village im the
acrthwestern pari of Nm«® Bungary mot fer frem ths tewn of Gyér.)

Tes, I did. DIiseclplire was net as great after 1945 as it was before. There
were no religious lspeoms. There was a chenge in the teach'ng of histery.
Before '45 wu studied Hungarien histery, while after 45 we miinly studied
Rusasian bhietory.

Tee, I attomded a spocisl techmical echeol at the tracter and mach'ne st~
tion for e yesr and a helf.

I wanted %0 study mechepics and besides I worked with machines slready ~n
the firactor snd machire station. I alese went to a course of electricisy
whi'e I was working as an ﬂ.autri‘ﬁ.uﬂ

¥r I 414 not receive az much as I mtd)humn I wonted te finish in
studying the trade o7 mechamics.

I wvented te finish asndying the above trade.

Does not apply.

Yes, I am sure that it would have beem better. I could have worked im
what I liked .

I wap an aversge octudemt.




(2e)
(3)
(3a)

(5m)

(3e)

(3e)
(4)
(4a)
(4v)
(4n2)

(4)
(4)
(4)
(4/)
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Tee, I did.
We had pelitical classes twice a week,
I likked higiery, geography, chemistry and hygiene. I didn't like ETemmar,
the pelitizal lessons and pelitics which was included im histery.
Fo at this time we didn't have Russian courses yei. There were met enough
I i could have taught Russian. Now they have already introduced
in the icheols Russigng.
thern

He, *"~ * ware mot.

We did:'t have that.

He, i was net.

The vala ebjective was to educate the students to b» Communists.

I dr not know.

IV vaie not effectiva g all.

compslled

toet of the teachers tavght Communism only becavse they were ST e
teach that. E.wﬁ algo some Communist teachers.

Almont

" 8ll of trem disliked it.

Hothing at all.
They disliked t'e whole theory of Communism, _
e, there was 0o chenge excepl that later om people got even farther awsny
from Commuyism.

I do not "now.

Communi't education ie the most effectivs with small children. It is met
effeciive, however, in our district whers sll the paremts Seach the children
diff rent things then Communism. Fer elder childrea the scheol has n9

effact at all.




(5)
(5a)
(5)
(6s)
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(5e)

(s2)
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(5n)
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(€)
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Hy father was a farmer.
He had no job, hl.#m land which he cultivaied.
I do net kmow.
HEe hed eix years of elementary scheel.
We never had servants.
I8s, we had land emd the house. The fall ef '65 my father had to join e
colloctive.
About sverage.
Ve were five. I had o smiller sleter and a bigzger brother, my father snd
ny mother.
They are all at home.
They were all at home exceph myself. I was a seldie:r in 1956.
1 éo mot want to answer.
an
It was/adventagesorz becanse iy father was a farmer and we had some small
land.
Fe, I waz not.
Yes, we got along very wall and we trusted sach othe:r.
He, I did mest.
Dees net apply.
He, there was ne change.
Ho I didmn't.
Fo, I did aat.
I had ne troubls ia this sither.
Ho trouble in politien eithar.

1 had mo trouble with oy parents sbou: religleon.

(13a) Het about sex education.




(1af)
(14)2)

(141)

(14e)
(144)

(149)

(142)

(14g)
(15)
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(15b)
(15¢)
(154)
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About nothing else.

Cur femily 1ife was good. We were close together. Lately I was quite
independent. My parents did not even intervene into my affairs.

This was quite typical though there were some exceptions, many people
drank too mmch and thie reflected into family life.
Iruﬂnﬂﬂdummﬂumdl'gm.

We wers mot together mush during the dsy since we sll. worked, snd im the
evening we used to talk,

I spent very little time at heme becaunse moetly I was working eway frem
bome and did met ccme homo evem fer a might. For & year I was a soldier

snd counld met go honwe excopt for &= wery fow times .

I had time for everything I wanted to do. I did sperts. I watched and played

feotball, ste.

Tes; I was/ froe with my leisvre time,

A% certain places family ties loesened becsmse of political disagreenents.

In genersl, howover, it romained the szme.
Yes, they can.

Yes, they arve.

Ea; they are not.

I do not kmow.

Ko, thsre have been no chamges.

1 do not kmow.

Hot much. Previously a peor fellow could met talk t¢ = rich mea's danghter,

but today such differences de not count.

e



(16a)
(16b)
(16e)

(164)
(160)
(162)
(16h)

(164)

(17)

(1)

(17¢c)

(17a)
(18)
(18a)
(18v)
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The ages are varying but ia general people marry at e younger age.
There is not tec much diffaremce.
I thinl: the chsnges were feor good. Befere the parnn:;;i!ﬂgl the hogband
or £ wife for the young people. Tiday everybedy can ##3& his or her own
hagband and wife.
Na thers wae net.
There was not.
I do not kmow.

where bafore they were
Illegitimate childrem are trenied just the zame as lsgitimate childres,/
diserimbnated sgainet.
Yes, i% did change. At werk wvomen could mow fill positions which wers al-
ways filled by men before. ''his wasn't geod, becanse on many places they
wars not as efficlemt as mem workers were.
Ths state of merals chmnged. It became better. There was much less im-
morality than was before. Thi'e wes new moral guard policemen who
guardel the morals. (Hs though’ probably ¢m sexual iameralities since tho
word morale has such 2 cormotailon in Bungsriam that it usually applies
z to saxual morals.)
Thers was no stealing in Jur dieirict. There weras ne great stealings
at all.
I do not kmow.
I do not know wha'! 1% is.
I met my best i’-lemd in our village. He wves my age.
He was a drirar,
Yes, it wra., though hs wase one year younger.
We used to have sntertaluments together. ve used to go to the movies or

danc’ag and to the pub.




(13a)
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(18h)
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-2 Ho we did rot.
Ho it did mré.
Yo, we 5. As a matter of fact he 1s in the United States but I de aet
know hi, addrees.
friendahip without
I valvs most honesty and undsrstanding, B quarreling and nmx disputes.
Yoo, 't was.
Mog: of my friends are older thsn I am. This one is the only younger oma.
‘o8t of them are abroad. Omly iwe are st home.
I% vas very important from the jofint of view of entertainment. The
time past much bettsr tng-tmr: Besides we helped each other im all
sortns of troubles and probdblems.
Tos, this would havs affscted our friendship. Ve eould mot have been ae
good friends any mers. Mays we would mot heve remaingd friends at alll.
He one wae & party mssber from among my friends.
My parents were Romaa Cathrlies.
We wore all Roman Cabbolics,
would
I am sleo a Roman Catholi: snd as to my attitude I/rather net discuss it.
Tes it did. It migh: be said that religion was forbdiddem. No religious
lessone were tanght at scheol.
They were affected squally.
They rather wanted %o <iamp out religion. They could notm use religien
for their own ends <incs Communist teaching was oppreite te religiom.
I don't kmow muck about them. We had ome of these ip our village. They
wars pro-Commviist. In certain things they helped ks Commumiste. They

sarmons, M "
talkod abont Communicm avem in their : They ware interest people.
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I do no% think thet they were sincers.

(204)  The Party dissppropristed the lamds and ether belengings ef the
Gatbolic clergy and distributed thkmm those prepertiss. They did met
allev the teaching of religionm im scheols and they eppesed goimg to

20 chureh.,

(20e) Nothiag.

(20£) Tes. Ome could freely stteand church if cnme was not a government employse
in a goverament office. fthen I was a soldier,] was met allowsd to o to
the caurch. Pelicemen sre not miiiw allewed %o go to church either.

(20g) He, mobody did.

(20n) TYes, I did every Sundsy end every heliday.
Older
(201) axi>twm people attended church mers frequently. This was the same in the

urbsn aress. It might te snid that younger people from the urbsn areas
attendsd loss than others. They were mere afrsid ef ths m thea
sountry pesple.

(20J) I don't knew.

(20J2) 1 do a0t know.

tsach-

(20k) TYes, it is less impersact than it was %o their parerts. The way of immh
ing ip differemt, fhsz they are mot educated into the religion as were
their parents. Thiy enly learn religiom from their psreate.

(21) I do not kmow.

(2m) How after the revoltticn in 1956 shay already tavght religion in schools.
There were religion lensens each weelk.

(21) I would advise him te De :nnur a barber or a tailer. These sccupations

are n3t difficult and generally sre very well peid. They are alse accapted




i gy

(21v)

(2Ae)
(22)

(22a)
22)
(22e)
(224)
(22)
(22a)
(22n)

(230)
(23a)
(23e)

(2a2)
(22g)
(24)

(24a)
(26)

(25a)
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averyvhere im the world.
I would have %eld him te studyl his trade well. The mum mere he knews his
trade the better he cam live frem it.
Anybady ceuld have learmsd these trades, whoever wanied te.
I would eay that She werst off were the agricultursl workers and the best
off were the imtellectualn.
I belenged te the indnstrisl werkers.
I wvanted te belemg to the industrisl werkers.
Thay vere pretty well off.
Thay were well eff, tog.
Agricultural werkers, industrial werkers, and intellsctusls.
I de net knew.
is;, it dees mot reprsoent a change. Then teo tha classes wore the same,
there was oanly a diffaremse in preperty.
I camnet snower.
One could met evuz be sware of the differsaces.
i de net know,
Deas net apply.
I den't think that there were any chmges in this rTespoect.
Mo, I dem't think se. There were no mimerity groups wvasre I lived. The
Germans were takma hack to Cermany in 1945,
I deo net knmow sbout that.
Thay were in 22 aivantege. They wore met pamsmz perpscuted. The managers
prises Jora.,
and directers of greaser enterm wara mestly ¥amT
I de not know.
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(25%) Thay recalved the greatest rolea. Hbkesi, teo, was & Jev tegether
with many other liapdsra.

(28e) I hed me Jevish scguaintimcen.

(26d) They didn't do a thisg. They wore the enes who lefi Hungary as the
first refugees.

(25¢) They were hated.

(252) 1TNe it did aet chage.

(25g) There was a¢ mere sati-somitisn as wvas Befere.

(25h) If the regime weuld chamge, Shen surely the Jews mkik wenld have me
future in Tungsey.

(26) (What is yeur attitude teward tha Jews?)

Answer: 1 weunld rather net snewer this guestien.
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(1) 1 am interested te knew what happeas ia the werld.

(1a) 1t fan't great.

(iv) It didn't very much becsise I wasn't toe much interssted in pelitice
at home. I knew that everything was just misleading.

(Le) 2o, I have not.

(2)a) I ceuld met have aympathized since I was a childlfthem,

(2b) e belonged to the Smallhelders! Perty after the wer.

{2a) It ie mon-applicsdle.

(2a) I dom't knew.

(2e) I wasn't influenced by Communiem at all.

(2£) Hevar intsrseted im pelitics.

(2g) I do not kmew.

{2h) People were cempelled teo do ee. Vhoever did met comply with the regime
was izprisensd ard was net allewed %o talk sbout his tertures in the
prissn whem ke got out.

(Za) The zest impertart were: Remsm numeral: i, vi, xi.

(3b) The least impertunt fer me were pumbers iii, v, xii.

(3e) The mest impertant fer the intellectuals were: vili, x, =i.

(3d) The zmost impertant fer the peacants were: ii, xii, zv.

(3a) For the workers: iii, v, xv.

(3s) 1 thought about these grievances all day leng.

(3g)  Peopls telked about those thinge among each other.

{2h) Mest of thess grievances could have besen cured ealy with a chamge in
the regimo.

{21) Working effers and monsy effera for the Soviet Umion or pence were =
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some of those litfle smnoysnowe.
There were me such thinmgs.
The Cemmunists were the real pewer in Hungery smd they received thsir
erders from the Rnssisms.
All the leading positicns were filled by Communista.
I do ot knpew.
The gevermment wai run sinee 1948 by Em Rakesi, then Inre Nagy, Gere,
Eadax.
I dem't kmow.
They bold elections in erder te misload the natien and Eurepe. Thay
arrange the elections in such a way that the Cemmunistes were always im
& great majerity.
Tes, there was a jTeat dureaucrscy. Freviously it vas met se exteasive.
There wan not o9 imch grafs, but thers was feverktiem im faver of the
Communisss.
Only Communists wint imto govermmeat service.
Only Communists ard Commumist friemds decame prefsseional army efficers.
They had nmot epecial advantages.
Only Communists became mmmagers snd as a matter ef fact ealy they were
the onea who filled all impertart positioms.
The advantages which beloaged te it were that peepls had eppertunit’oes
ta de sport.
I d.-,e‘:::- sbout & that,
Eo, ome did net heve to jJeim.
Feople who did met wemt te participets in spertes di¢ not

Jjein the Diss.
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vantad hawe
I wvas a membor from '50='52 ané I enly joimad hecaunse I " tofthe
eppoertunity fer spers.
I joined only te have the eppertuniiy te play games ard te partici-
pate in spert sctions since I had me ether eppertmmity ever since I
left scheol.
I hed ne duty there. I oaly hed te plr;;-ih-ruhlp fec snd I had to de
whatever the leadern erdersd me te de.
This did mot ocoupy aay time enly the spert sctivititos did.
Only spoert teck tima.

become

ot everybdedy could : & party membar. Party menbers had te de
Frepagandis werk smong other peepls. The Party members had te de pre—
ganda work. They hﬂu;i:::i...g everywhere.
Everyone wvhe filled am impertant pesition gz wio was a o e
-:hnm a leading offieisl, had te mmak enter sthe Party.
There were twe kinds of people who wanted to be members. First the ones
whe were Commumiste by comvictien, even befere this rogime, secondly,
pesple whe wanted to enter the Party to¢ advance their own financial amd
ether interests.
The members had me aspecial rights, they were cuppossd to cemply with lawa
end orders just s any ether people haéd te. Oa the oihar hamd, hovever,
they were given advantages umefTicially, overywaere. 'They had to go te
neetings and to do urepaganda woriz., I de not mew abou: the imner Farty
erganizsations.
Thers wers some pariy membors in She village where I lived. I don't kmow

anything particulariy abeut themz. I know about seme ;roung peeple who bde-
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ceme AVH people affier having beem Diss membern.

{6e) The omes who becamo members of the Cemmumist Party started to prepagate
the thoories and ideas of Commumism.

(ef) Those Communists wie Decame dissatisfied were disapprinted im seelmg the
eprrescion of the Communist regime exsrted on the pecple. They mever
imagined the Communist regime to be such aa it turmec. emt te be.

(6g) Certain pesitions were scinglly reserved for shm Comimmists. Fer exsmple
2 army officers er pelice efficers ceuld bs enly Commmists .

(6h) Bo, I was not.

(6p) Fo, I could met have Joinsd. My family was mot comeidered to be falth-
ful to the regime. Ny uncle was imprisoned for having been a gulde for
refugees who passeil through the Humgarian-Austrian berder illegally. It
wes known aleo tha!s my paremts were anti-Commumistas.

(6q) The fact that I wai not a member of the Party did mot affect my werk as
long a8 I was at home. If I would returm ° new, hovever, after having
deserted the army. I certaimly would mest with lets ¢f trouble.

(6r)  Rikoe! used to rua the Farty, I de mot knew vhe teok over his place.

(6e) I d» net kmow enough abeut them.

(6t) It remained the salie.

(7) Ho, I did mot beleng to asy eother ergenisation er seciety since 1950.

(8) About half of the /lungarizn Comsmmniste reslly believod in Communism.
by the Comnomists

(9) Even though the » enth g, ovenent wns actuslly called - the

feundation of the Cemmumist Party, it was compeeed mrstly of youths who
were not Cemmunigbs in their beliefs st all. Moet o' the Diss members

Jeined the movemen’ oaly te have sn oppertunity te play sports games and
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$o have other entertainment. Such pesople whe left schsol early had ne
other eppertunity of meeting these youg people and pariicipating ia

sports.

In gemeral everybody was afraid to talk what was om his mind.

One did net have t¢ De arrssted or beea imprisened to suffer frem the
Terrer. Everybedy wea frightemed becansze everyome knew that ﬂn“:“m -
& bad werd, would be arrestsd.

The AVE was mainly ea investigater erganisation. MNany of its
pesple mmxm wore civiliam clothes ..nfp’?f;.n was to detect the oppositicm
$o the regime. Psople whe got imte the AVE's hands wers tortured and msmy
imprisoned.

Ko, I do net.

Such pecple were everywhere amorg the workers. They vere well psid im erder
to give out information to the Conmumiste. Those pesple were unscrupulous
peeple who were ready to do anything for meney.

Poople wie f£illed the impertant and high pesitions weie volunteers. A4s te
the other AVE pesplo, the recruiting committes firet investigated their
backgrevnd and their peliticsl affiliation befeore they rocruited them.

I do net Emdw.

The informers were civilian clethos while the ordimnsr;” AVH peeple were umi-
forms. Informers wore installed inte every werkshop.

The AVE and the pelice ware im close centact. If somoone was accused of some—
thing, he waa first takem Ho the police and thea te the AVH.

Thoy were very closily comneeted. I think thai; the LTH had more aunthority.

I dida't know say police chiefs personslly.
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€ne of my friends was arrested and alsoc my uncle.

The case of my uncle made the greatest impression on me. He was arrested
on $he groundf that he helped 1llegal berder cressers. He actually eanly
gave them informatiom sbout the best weye to cress tho border. Ome of the
greups whieh wvanted te cross the border illegally fren Hungary te Austria
vas arrested by the border guards end investigated. /. member of this
arrested group gave the pelice the names of all the poeple whe gave them
information or helpad them im sny wey to crsss the berder. In this wey my
uhele was mRxEwm arrosted. TFirst he wes taken te a prisea sad later te a
working camp. He nover had a trial and he was there Tor three years. In
mnruummmnmunémﬁquant treat him badly in
Prissn. He Teceivel a small sslary whem he left the prisem. He had pe pro-
tlem of finding = jJob after leaving prisom because be, teo, as my father,
vas a farmer aad thsrefere zaten returned to his lasd. Ia his absence his
vife and children cultivated the lend. He wae a kulalk.

I know about several arrests but I would mot be able %o give particulars,
I do not remember particulars. I know about some ef !zy scquaintances whe
were imprisoned for different politicsl offenses for i year eor twe.

Here again I do mot kmow particulars, but I Imow thet wheever get te the
AVH was Gortured.

The ones who were arrested by the AVA were maianly fermer laadewners, busi-
ness men, or other previously rich peeple. Their prenarty was cenfiscated
and they themselves were srrested.

Ags leng as one was im the AVE nmebody could get in tem:h with him. 4s seon
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‘as one was impxank imprisoned,xam could go to vielt him. I dom't kmow

Just how often one could be visited ia prisen.

Ho, I de mot.

I do not know about 1t. As leng as I was home, there were no forced deper-
tations.

Doea met apply.

I would advise him te keep quiet and not te ubter a werd against the Commun-
ista im smy public place. I would adviee him not to critisze the regime in
such places.

Fo, thers are no safe prefessions. Everybedy is in the same danger.

Ho, it does met.

Ho, they de met.

'hlrp,} ﬂ“u nu;ht help, t-llhrh, .ut in ﬁl_, ﬂlplcth ' it is tllp-nlﬂ.l. however,
nmu-uuu'-mmx-ﬂu-hurm & &0 |
Ho, it dess mot help im ordar to clear somecne from trouble with the seoret
polica.

Te keep one'e mouth shut is of great help $o anyeme to escape trouble.

He, there are mo such groups. The different religions were treated equally.
Ag %o mx mimerity greups, there were very fov fereigners in Hungery.

During the premiership ef Imre Hagy as well as before the revelutiom in 1966,
there was a mildeming in the Terrer of the regime. The same was apparent

at the time of recencillation with Tite and the replacsment of Rakesi.

Yes, I recall great purges im 1952.

I 414 not motice any chamge in '63.
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(14¢) 4 I seid. before the revelution im 1956 thers was a mildening ia the

{1.5)

(15a)
(15v)
(15e)
(154)
{150)
(15f)
(18)

(162)

(163)

(18s)

(163)

situation.

If the Soviet Unioca would met have interferred in Hungarion affairs, then the
sifvation in Hungery would have changed a lemg time ags. Even electiens in
Hungary were made under their pmpervision,

For overy decisiom orders were takea from Nescow. Everything was directed
from Moscow. I de net kmew, however, hew this wes actually made.

I heard as everybedy else did.

I de mot mew.

Fe, I had ne contact with Seviet persemmsl.

It was the same everywhers. Everything vas conducted after Seviet example.
A1l the larger factories snd mines had Soviet advisors or other Soviet pex=
sonnsl assigeed to tham.

Thoy camaot manifest their foelings under the Commumints &t all.

Novody could say saytbing sbout wheb was im one's =a .IillJlr thought becanse
&8 290om as it got to the ears of the AVE, the person was considered anti-
conmani ot and an saomy of the pesple aad was srrested ead imprisoncd.

Workm effering or mensy efferings ::ltthsrlﬁr-rth-rmm ts bo
ecoepted and dome without cempleint. Omo could met try te do anything sbout
ena's arrsst. Ome could mot complaim er try te get out.

Oaly with one's beat friends and ecquaintances and eno's family could people
be framk. Ome was never gurs about ethsrs.

Ono could actually talk abor: everything comcerning daily life, werk, sports,
but ome conld mot tal: sbeut the Commumiast leaders, the syaten, or western
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couniries.

(1650) During the premiership eof Imre Nagy and somewhat befere the revelutioa there
were eome changes. Piople could talk more freely. Those was trus, hewever,
only comceraing fimancial preblems. Pelitical preblems counld met be dis-
cussed freely im thos» times either. iheever did ¢ry %e discuss peli-
tical preblens was arrested Wy the AVE.

(17) There is no such way for o Hungarisa citizenm.

(17a) He, I did meot masage te protect my ewn imterests.

(17Th) Thia is impessidle. The govermment tecl: everything swey straight frem the
poople. They paid omly three-fourthe of the market price fer preduste
which they teck sway.

(17d) Lately this could be dome, but only im cuch cases where the werker was
suwre that the positien he wented to receive was fres fer him. In that case
ke could leave his prsvious positioa and ge to the ether. If he was met sure
that he would receive the othsr pesition. he weuld bettor have to stay in
bis previona job,

(172) I de met know.

(18) The pewer of the regine was in the suppert of Soviet Russia.

(18a) The enlyx cohesive force wes adhsrsnce e Rumsia aad Russian suppert.

(13b) The feelingsa of the peeple and their hutred of the regime was the it

dssiroctive fores. ieuld Fungary have beem noutral, Euwssia could met have
inSerferred inte Hungariam effaire and the whole aystem would have
celliapeed o leng time ago. Ninety percent ef the peptlation lived in eppres-

elon and hated the preeent regims.
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I do not kmew.

The groups who wers most hoatile $o the present regime were the fermer

landowners, factory owners, the poer workers and all the peassnts,
the ¥ intelligentsia bas to bo imcluded tee. Actually

the majerity of the pakm pepulatien wes against the regime.

It is hard = to iselate & group and say that this group wes the least

hostile. In all the groups there were people im geod paying positions

and they favored the regime.

I think that oppesition increased continnally.

It was about the same, though there was some lightening in 1956.

I d¢ not know.

NHe, I nsver heard about that.

There was ne oppesition in the army.

Ho, I do mot know about thas.

I do not knmow about thas.

Yes, but not teo many sabetage er slew-down cases.

I do pot kmew about it.

He, I did not kmow about it.
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I received most of my information from the radic, I listemed te Radie
Free Europe but net teo eften.

This was the only seurce, Eadle Free Eurepe, simce I did not read newe-
papers.

I did mot read newspapers end megasines. If I d4d read some thes I enly
Tead steriss and sperts mews, tut not other Rews. I read theee stories
and spert mews in the Ssaded Nep.

I read the Ssabad Nep, bdut ealy for steries and spert mews. I alse
read. the gppt Ujshe,

I didn't read it regularly.

I read them enly for spert news and steries.

I do not knew.

Yes, there were mere papers.

All pape papers hed local news. This was written by effice people in the
workshops and concerned the wericers in the werksheps. If somebody had
& good achievement in his work, this was asnoumced on the wallpaper. Alse
people who 4id met work well appesred as such om the wallpapers. Hews

puni shmant
about pmmmthammk of peeple for late coming or ether offsuses were alse

en the wallpapers.
He, I have met.
I saw some leaflets Drought by ballens and sent by the Americsms. I
MHI‘.HI-
I went to the mvies every week about once or twice depeading ez hew many
geod filmg thers were.

wihd ch
I preforred to see fereign pictures and aleo such Hungarism pic tures wimm
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contained
net tee much politice. The fereiga pictures were ususlly

Pleasanter and not full of pslitics. Runssian pictures were all pre-
paganda films.
z-.;?-:ﬁmm-t-amnnm. -
Yoo, I saw mpay forsiga filme.
Ido 2ot knew. GSemetines I saw foreiga films fer a whele memth.
Semetines I 44 g0 in Oyor.
I 40 not remesber. I went very rerely.
Tes, I did,

ons
I read abeut 3m hundred or more a yoear.
I read the novels of Mér Jékui, for am example THE STARS OF. BGER, I
read the posms of Petefi, Ady, I alae read foreign writers bdut I do
Dot recall the names of the authers and the titles.
I liked them.
Tes, I had difficulty im getting these which I wamted. Humgarian histeri-
cal mevels, which I liked very much were available. Forelign bdocks, how-
eVAT, Wer'9 VeIy sCarce. mmm-m-t?;munm-uuu
private lidraries. Libraries did not carry other boeks than medesra
Huagerian writers sad Russiam writers. Therefore, I did met resd ia
lidraries and I vas 0ot a member of any lidrary, but read the deoks of
my friends and acqualntances.
My favorites were the stories of Jibes Arany. (As far as I kmew the lat~
ter never wrote stories oaly peetry.) I alse leved the peems of Petofi.
Yes, I d4id, dut I do net rmjrl-!ijm or the titles.
Ho, they did met.
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Tos, I did,
I bad ll‘ﬁ‘di‘ (mosms people's radio, it wac the name of & domestic pre-
duct.) This sot had erigimally ne short weves, but I impreved it amd
ve could listen te short waves, tee.
I listened particularly to music, spert news. I leved music end was in-

interested in sperts.
I dea't know how many heurs a day.
I listened st home and at werk alse st Z£xmt friends houses.
I listened only te I'ree Europe.
I listened te music also %o information especially about Hungarism mews.
1 was interested to hear such mewn sbevt Hungery which was mot available
in the Hungsrian pross and demestic radie,
I didn't listem regularly. I dea't kmow how sften.
I liked the oismtion.

(¥ree Europe)

Ia cortain things they gavo very gecd informetiom,/in other thinmgs they
enly broadcasted prumises. OCertain things were breadcast exactely and
Teliably
Eank but ethers net.
I hesard that there were such casss vhere people were punishsd feor listem-
ing to foreign broadcasts. I do not know about particular cases in our
neighberheed.
He, I d4id met.
I can't recall sny rumors.
Yea, there were people whs lictensd mere to radies smd they knew mere tham
other peeple. (.;mw?m be more likely to diseunss curremt events at heme
and smong friepds and asquaintances than in sny ether place.
Yes, thie is atill %rue. Feeple meatly talk chbout pelitics in ceffes houses

or pubs. People drank wery mnch lately.




(8)

(8a)

(8n)
(82)
(8d)
(8e)

(af)
(8g)

(a)
(8)

(92)
{9v)

(10sm)

(10%)

(10e)
(104)

{10a)

HO. 1BZ wA® INTERVIEW GUIDZ SECTIONC 40 P. 41

I did net like any of the nmews which I read in newspepers, I did not
believe them at all. All the nows was enly abeut the umemmn successes
of the Commmists.
The mest relisble icformatiom was broadcasted Wy Free Eurepe station.
Om this station they evem gave us the names of some important AVE peeple.
I de net kmow.
I do netzima kmow,
One could mever Imew what was the truth.
There were a6 such 2swspspers or breadeasts. (He thinks about domestic
brosdecasts. )
Fe I hawe not.
I resd Ssabad Fép, but only fer stories and spert mews, I haven's
read it for pelitical mews.
I dida't read Hetfel Hirlap.
Yes, they did. They read the newspaper snd listensd to the radie.
Mostly everyhedy.
I do mot Imew.

drepped
I knew that the Americams ifwzmm the Atemic bemd om Hireshims . A great
number of people died and ¢vem asw this Serritory cannst be used.
I de met Emovw.
I do met know.
I heard that tho Americams helpsd the var industry in Oermsny. They IJ'.II
stationed ssldiaers there. There is a sort of a fereign legion statiomed
there. They prepare for the next world war.
I saw the "Free Nurepe" dallons whem I was a ssldier. We kmik had to pick
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them mp and cellect them.
(10£) I do met kmew snythizg sbout them.
(10g) I de met lkmow gbout i%.
(102) I never hesrd abeut them.

EECTION C

AL

p. 42
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If %he present eystexz in Hungary ware to be removed, I would abelish all
the Communint erders snd laws.
I édo» net want teo snewer this gquestien.
I do met want te ansver.
thers quarrels amd

Ho, I am sgaiast pelitical parties becsuse Shsy are always geaxrmiting
debates ameng them, 3£ Ewven if partioes are orgenized Zreely =f or chosen
freely, they always juerrel.
In a fres comntry ovarybedy should be given the right e spesk freely.
There should be me limit.
Ines not spply.
Ho, they should net be allewed to demeunce theg govermuent.
I do met kmew.
Yes, overyone should de sllewed to do 80,
Ten, eoven if fSheir parpese is te attack the government.
An armed uprising is Jjustified against a gevernment ealy in the case ef

Zoverrment s oppression of
ths ¢ the population and if such ai sprisiag is er-
gsnised by the will 37 the whele workins pspulation of the country. 1f
sueh am uprising is organiszed sad the workisg pepulstion of the country
wente te evarthrew the gevermment, then they have the »izht tes do se.
I do net kmow.
I do not knew.
I d¢idan'$ think about it, I de not mow.
He, they sheuld mo% be restered.
It iz geod.
I do net knew.
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(6¢) No, there should be ne state memopslies.

(6£) I do mot wsnt to amswor.

(6g) I camnet smswer.

(7) I cannet smswer .

(7a) I casnet smswer.

(8) I thisk it is goed.

(8z) The idea is geed.

(8) Ne amswer.

(8e) 1I% should go omly te include industry.

(Bd) I do net kmew.

(9) Bo answer.

(10) TYes, ho dees have ceriain duties teward the state. He hse te comply with
laws and erders.

(10a) Yes. seme taxes have to be paid iz & very mmall percemtsge. The state noeds
the monay. Everyone sheuld pay accerding teo eme's preperty.

(1CB) There sheuld be militesy servise, but ast as leng as it ie mew. It shouldn's
be Lenger than kalf a year marimum & yesr.

(10c) Be order could have besm kept without obeying orders and laws.

(10d) Tes it ie trus of all laws and erders.

(10e) I do net knew.

(1) TYes, it uﬁm

(11a) TYes, DCIGLTP so. Lveryone receives frec madical cere threugh the trade

unioas. Caly villagers whe wark for themaelves have o pay for Illd.‘l.ngl care.

What we had %o : e omen whe had heslih insurgnce, wes a very simm amount.
definit

(11b) Yen, dwbizmwiuly oo.
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(1le) Private phyeicians worked for money and therefore gave better service than
state physiclisna.
(1le) He, I caanet,
it ie
(12)  Yes, hs has moTe oppertunity because there are more mevies and/less expen-
sive %o geo.
(128) Yes, I went much mere. Befers the war thers was ne mevie house im eur
village, but thmrs thoy built one aftsr the war.
(120) Yes, wheever liked mevies weat mere efter novw.
(120) Anybedy conld go to the movies. As te theaters snd converts mostly urbdan
people eonld ge. There were me theaters or cencerts inm the villages.
(13 e, he covld eat just shout the same as beferc ss far as domestic preducts
BOTO products gyeilsble
ware comcerned, but there arc me/impertod pesdwctms/ in Hungary?
(130) The same as in 1946
(13b) The camf. e in 1900,
(13e) I da mot kmew.
(14) Yes, ho dees.
65
(14a) About the seme thrmx in 1946,
wire elothed
(14h) Ia '50 thay/alresdy mimaek detter.
(14e¢} I de mot kmew.

{1.5,:3 Yoo, i3 did.
aAs & [

(15a) 2%ve rosult of plannel ecenszy 1t increared. Ales as a result of werk efforings.

(18h) Is all the tvenches 15 imcressed.

{15¢} It vas definetely advambegesus, but Hungery 18se¢lf did not have mach advantagss
from i%. All the preducte were takem sbread and very li.ttle or no payment was
given to Humgery in a:zchange.
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Ho anmer.

1 do not mow. The worker councils in our place imterferred with certain
things and this was alright.

I do mot mow.

I do epot know.

I do net know.

Experts should manage the factories and they should be responsible to the
nanagement of the factory and the trede uniens.

Mansgument should be responaibls to the owmer,

I think that the collective farms sFe no good.

In ninsty percent they are bad.

Those state farms which exinted befors this regime, to0, were usually well
managed end worked well. They had plenty of workers ard were efficient amd
did not lose momsy. Some of the new state farms wers not 20 well mansged and
they did lese monay.

Pecple who do not want to remain in the collectives should hawe the right to
leave them. Those ecollectives should be dissolved where the members do mot
went t0 atsy and eatored the collsctivers only Yty compul.sion. Since the
efficiency of the collectives éepends or the willingness of the members 0
work, it is not good pelicy to keep such people in cellectives who deo mot
want o stsy there s2d do not want %o works

The membars of thes collective chould decide which of the colleotives should

renain gnd which shonld be dissolvad.
8¢ the dinsolved

colleetives, zll of the land should Do distriduted sccording to

what epeh indiwidual farmsr contributed to the csllective whem he emtered it.

Tes, thers should be a limit of landholding. ZIveryome should have as big a land
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&8 be and his family can cultivate.

(17g) Well mamaged state farms should met be returnmed te individusls.

(17h) Yes, dsfinitely se.

(174) Large estates should not ds returmed. Orly as big a land should be returned
to each individual as caa be cultivated by him smd his family.

(17j) Lifesteck and equipment,too, should be distriduted amd cveryeme should ro=
ceive according teo his contributiem at the time of his joining the cellso=
tive. I do mot know 1 what chould be dome with the bulidimgs. Maybe they
shenld stay inm state owmership.

loans

(171) TYee, the state shoull help sgriculiure with mensy help and kmmmd.

(1™m) The machine tracter sietions should remain as they are.

(17n) They should remaiz in state or govermment owmership.

(L70) Ne, I would met.

(17p) I would met disselve them.

(L7q) TYes, I think it is Rk desirable to mechsnize sgriculture.

(18)a) I do met knew.

(13b) FKo. thers should be ae differemce.

{(l8c) TYes, thsy should receive financial suppert.

(13d) Yes, thsy sheuld take part im public educatien. Churches should supervise
the weral mimzk educatiom of the pupils amd sleo should arrange religieuns
lagsens.

{182) Tes, the teaching of religicn should be restered im scheols.

(18f) I would send my childrem &3 dsnemimatiomnl scheels.

(13g) TYes, the charch should own seme land, but grest church sstates should aet be
restared te the church.

(18) If the Cemmmmist regime wers sverthresm, party membsre should be iavestigated.
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They sheuld be emly pimished if they had some wort of crime against the pudlic.
2 relstions with (emmumipm should be questionsd. If they were Cemmm~
ista Wy cemviction, they cheuld met be puaished. The Cemmumishs vhe were
comnuaiste becanse thiy believed in the Commmnict idess and theery wers
nst bad.
The leaders should de under superviecion =3 thet Shey should net be sble te
reorganise the Commumist Party. Such erganisations shevld be forbidden.
Same should happem with the petty oifieisla.
Nething showld happen with the rank and file member since alnety percent of
them joined the Communlet Party enly te bte able to keep their jebs. Oaly the
lsaders wore really oommunistis.
The yeuth leagns sheuld be disselved and the members sheuld be investigated.
The leaders should be Ssken respomsidle.
The AVH sheuld be sbolished and a mow police bedy sheuld be erganised. The
leaders should be replacéd by ethera.
Hothing should hsppem te the members of the police.
I éo mot xmew.
The mest irpertant centribdutiom ef Iungary te the werld'e hiatery snd culture
was that Huomgary stepped the Turks vith the help ef Rakeesi, that Hungary gave
en azample e the werld with ite 1848 revelutien and especially with its 1956
rovolution.
I doa't thimk that thore iz em Hungarien matiomal charscter. FPeople are the
sans everwhers only their wyy ef living and their habits are differeat.
I do mot knew.

I do mat Imew.

All the govermmente had sene adventeges er dissdvatages. Maybe the best ono was
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the Austrian-Tuagarisn Empire after the cempremise.
Ae 1 ssid, during the momarchy after the Cempremise of 1367 Hungary was well
eff.
Workers snd ether peerple whe had me property bad a difficult time making a
living.
Yen, Huagary had a feudal socleiy umtil 1848.
It wvas good. There wes ne wunemployment.
I de not knew abeus it.
I do not kmew.
There was much social and ecensmic inequality im Hungary befere 1945.
In great generalities the whole regime was geed.
Hungery skeuld bhave beem meuntral in the sscond world war in ordsr not %e get
into such a position g8 it did get efter the war peried.
After the war it was hard and very difficult to live in Ewngary, from 48 ean
there was seme prosperity snd after 1950 there was a relapse.
In certain peintes berder lines are importand becanse witheut berder lines thers
would be smugeling. (m $he other hand it would be mmch better if ems could
travel abresd fresly. I think it would be very advantagetus if Eurepe could
bo unified.
Tos, Hungsry bhas = rightful olaime for the territery eof Transylvania, !i';lhin
Bél:‘ (a territery sunth from Hungsry belenging nevw o Yugoelavia.) Further
on Hrmgary bas rightful clsims te the Palvidék (on the merth of Hungary belong-
ing pow to Czechoslavikia.) These territeries have alwiys belenged teo Hun=
gary , they were given to ether peepls! vajustly.

territery
Tes, the Cermsms and .nstrisas threatemed Hungary'simsd'dgpx The Austriesns
want the territery which is smem westera Hungary and want to bhave thelr
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Small=Lowland
bomndary pushed east te the Danude. They sloo want ths ZU

(Kieal281d, a fortile land on the mersthwest ef Hungary, the homeland of
the respendent)A.0.)
I do met knew.
They get slomg fime. Thers wers me differomces between Shem.
They tee get alomg alright lately.
They alse got al eng.
Thars were seme quarrels befere the resteratien nﬂﬁﬂm betweean Tite
and the Bussian Communiats.
I de not kmow.
This weuld be impogsidle wander Russien demimatisn.
It weuld be very mimat adventageeus to uvmnite differeat countries, maybe the
surrenading countries sad Eungary. There should met bo cne gevermmeas, sach
country sheould hawe its ewa gevernment, bui there should be soms ert of a

The
federation. Traveling should be free, Jfshexdifferent countries should

financially and commarcially.
help sach ether
Hongary could comitribute agricultural preducts, wheat and ether things and alse
some iadustrial preducts.
I de not kaew.
I am azainst that,
ds poeple they arse She sans an we are. Only their lesders are differead.
Fo, Shey are just as ether pespls.
They are the same as wo¢ are. There are geod amnd bad among us tee. !
Ho, there sre met.
He, I 4id met.

The Humgsrians wers afiraid ef them.
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(25¢2) i, I have net had any experiemce with Shen.
{aﬁc}mm-um-, they were geed snd frisadly te the Hungsrisms emly their

leaders wers bad.

(25h)The same was the feelimg im 1953,

(28)

(28a)

I do met kmew. I did met resd much about it and whatever I did read I didm's
1like.
I de set knew enmough atent it.
Deas met apply.
I de mot kmow,
I de not kmew.
I do mot kmeow.
I de not kmow.
I de mot kmow.
I de pat kmew.
After the wer Hongery wae & demecracy.
I would net lmow.
I de not kmew.
Dess net apply. He doesmn't krow what nationsl Cemmmmiste are.
Dess met apply.
I do mot kmow mbdeut Gemulka's pelicy.
I de mot kmew.
Comminisa snd Hangarier patrictism mm are net compatible.
Iare Nagy would not have resched very grea’: zmmmiwmdt results if he had atayed

Newverthelees.
in power. The Teasom fsr thie is that he was a Communist, tee. fHe would have
aboliched and and invested

the patienslisations, bevple could have werked/privately. He
would heve given back private preperty.
I do nat Enev.
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I do et know, A part of the rewelutienaries adhesred te Imre Hagy, but
anether part was againe’ him. I wouldm't Imew what would have been the out-
coms of fres clectieas.
Socialien iz geed.
Celonimlism is bad.
Clagzs struggle is bad.
I do not kmow wheither Hatlomal Froat is geed er bad.
Imperigliem is bhad.
I de net kmow whether capitaliem is goed or bad.
Beurgeolaie ip geed.
In de met Enew gheut Peler Teres.
Kulaks are had.
I do net kmow abeut Treteky.
I d» not know abeut Masaryk.
I de pet know about Chiamg-Kai-shek.
inup Eothly is goed.
Mindezenty is geed.
I do net kmew, maybe ths Smpllhelders’ party.
I de not knew whe weuld be the mest populasr lesder, bui cortainly somseme who
would give She pesple wiat they wanbted.
Woricsrs received less tham deserved.
Cellective Tarmere received what they deserved.
Snallhelders recoived lase.
Eunlaice received lese.
Gevernment cmpleyess received lese.
Frofessionsls received =3 what they doserved.
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Party membors received less.
Tradeemen received lesn.
Artisems received less.
Small artisans, tradesnea, kulaks and mx physiciane were better eff defere
1948, ierkers snd indopsadent formers were woerss off.
Ia general they mamid veimcidae.
In gemsral they coimeciile.
In gomeral they coimcide.
1 do met kmew.
In gemeral they ceimcide.
They are iz cenflict.
I de met kmew.
They were ia cenfliect.
They were im cenflict.
Thay wore in cenflict.
I 414 not think that the Uaited States was dangereus.
Only Commumists would fight for the pressat regime.
The whele repulation would fight againet it.
Ky opiniene have met clanged eimca I left Tumgary.
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I have ne gquestioms

I think it was interesting.

I think yeu will get muoh imnteresting material.
1% i» hard teo believe ths pespls vhem you de met kmew. Sims pesple will try
to give sush opiniems wiich they beliove would ceimside with Anericam epiaiens.
Ia gemeral yeu will got honest amswers.

I think yeu asked, im gsnersl, abeut overythisg and yeu will receive, usiag
m questionaire with ether pesple, a protty clear picture.

I ehould like te ge back to Hungary as seon as pessible, ngybe I will be shle
te go bask im twe or thraes ysars.

X about all phases of the Revolution
Ia snstria you ceuld have cellected a great deal ef photagraphs/frem peeple

vha sscaped from Hungalye

Maybs I will write later adeut my oxpwrismces.

I have ne suggestiems 2t the preseat, but if I will ﬁ! sensene, I will wrile
you a cerd.

(Ho was paid fer the YHTH sessieg.)



