(1)

No. 151 "A" GUIDE SECTION R ¥R p. 2

The most importart thing abocut the Revolution is the faet that
it was not prepared, its spontaneity is the most important. I
participated in the Re/olution from its very first moment. In
(of Octiver, 1956)
the momming of tke 23r#, I raceived the Sixteen Points from the
atudents of the Techn..ogical Institutej these sixteen points
were born z: a studerf'meetiang im Szeged and by the %.nr the
23rd they were oyt 7a the streets and people could read . For
the support of tke vivteen points a demonstration was called for
three o'elosk bei.re the headquarters of the Writers' Union in
Andrassy Stree’: Gero and his party has returned that same day
from Yuges /-2 aad the demonstraiion was prohibited through the
Mini--i¥ & Interior., Howevsr, luter the ban was lifted, It was
-round XED 2:30 that I got in contact with the demonstrators;
firet I watched them from the window of my office, I joined then
at five o'clock when we went to the statue of Bem. The spiritusal
basis for the Revolution was ereated by the writers and artists;
thel® sympathy with the Polinh events and the sixteen points of
the students, and the pgblication thereof, created the oecasion.
In Hungary there had been no democracy in the classical sense of
the word since very long time. People were hoping for it after
the Second World Var, but these tentatives were thwarted % the
Communists., Im 1048, after the merging of the Social Demoecratic
Party into the Caumunist Party, it became obvious that everything
was hopeless. Also in "48 oceurred the break with Yugoslavia and
dictatorship was being established with full speed. An outstanding
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event was the Raji: trial: 1% was plain murder. On the 6th of
Oetober 1956 he wae emmaﬂri::& reburied with great eceremony;

this was a besic condition M(¥E negotiations with Yugoslavia.
&?m gtarted with the speech of Hrushchev at the XXER

E oeccadion of ths X¥th Coriress of the Russlian Commnist Party.

The leaders of the intelledéual 1life, though they were the
favorites of the regiae, were mot satisfled with the aetivity which
was forced upen tiam. Writers, artists, and sclentists were trying
to f£ind a better solution., [irtieles critieizing rather sharply

the migtakes -f the regime were begimning to appear in the Irodalmi
Ujsag, Muve.: Nep (a weekly published by the & book publishing
enterprie: of the Party), Betfol Hirlap (a weekly appearing every
Swaday uilght, editor-in-chief Ivam Boldizsar). It is characteristie
of tre popularity of the last-mentioned weekly that ome Sunday
evenng I was im & crowded trolleybus and one person had the Hetfol
Jilrisp, whicii was handed dowr. fron person to person during the trip.
The Irodalmi Ujsag could be kad for 30 forints, whereas the regular
nrice was one forimt, Within the Party there was a complex amd
maliidirectioral 1ift: one, the orthedox group, this was the Raikosi-
Geo line, o:kers belonging to this group were Reval, Istvan Kende,
fyorgy Homm; two, Imre Nagy and his group: Geza Losonczy, Gyorgy
Fazekas:; three, the Rajk-eorcept: those who were rehabilitated
from the Rajic-trizl were mest probably thinking of a Tito-like
solution: there is no doubt that there is a aympathy with Tito

and an understanding in certsin principles. Another manifestetion
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ntfggll.: mooé was he Petofi Cirele, which was formed 1m the DISZ,
a fmxm of uriversity students where students and professors
selected subjects amnd discussed them. Very interesting things
happened there; I was in contict with students, that's how I was
informed. For instance, there was a dipcussion on the uranium ore
mines near fecg aad Professor .anosgy, the nestor of the Hungarian
atom physiciuts, 'vas present. He was asked how is 1t that not the
Hungarians, but the Russilans are exploiting the uranium mimes at
Pees. Professor Janossy sald that he doesn't lmow anything about
this, his business is only atom physics, but he doesn't lmow about
the Hungarisn uwraaium ore; the tup Hungarian atom physdecist doesn't
know sbout the Husgarism wranium ore| Sometime Curing August 1956
Mrz. Rajk wes present =t ome of tiez meetings and she said the
rfollougingt her child, at the age of one year, was taken aMay
from her and now she received a chill of eight years of age. She
does not lmew whether it is hers, bui she declded to raise him up
to the best of her abilities; she h:d gone through tremendous
sufferings :nd sh® hopes thet her child will be able to fight for
a better, purified solution of commmunistlic aims. The wittlest
addrese was made »y Zoltan Vas, then Fresident of the Natiomal
Assoelstion of Cosperstives. ' I den' lnow, he sald, why the
cmm“ar:-r:ﬂtmizing to this extent the regime, vhen themes=bs
no doubt &Ff Luprovements: for instance, I am quite swe, when

the bell rirgs st 6 o cloek in the morning. that it is the millman
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who is caming.' Tibor Dery, (iyula Hay, Zoltan Zelk also partici-
pated in the meetings, which frem the spring on had become more
frequent, every second week approximately. Every sort of questions
was touched upon, but mostly the esteblished dogmatic theses were
discussed, attacked or clarified, smd this in itself was practieally
a sacrilege compared to the past years; previocusly the thses of
the Party were gonething like the Koran, whirh could mot be touched.
Algo in the field of theaters amd films a cetain degree of
demoeratization could be cobserved. Heretofrre there was g poliey
of plamed programns; in the Mimistry of Ecucatlon there was &
Dramaturgieal Counecll which decided whethe: the plays to be

produced eorreppond to the politiecal aims cf' the Party. This founell
was sbolishei sometime in the spring in 1956, Ir consequence, in
the Theater of Operetta they plgayed opereftas by Lehar and Kelman,
and the succtes was basically a success of demonsiration. FPeople
were fightinz for tickets. .lso in pros¢ theaters new plays were
produced: "3alileo" by Laszl .o Nemeth, "'housant Yearas" by Karinthy;
and to me perszomally very :mporant, tke "Liberiy Hill" by Joseph
Gali, whieh 2eé no little part in the la“?:fa?:ﬁlﬂt The premiere
was on the 6th of October. (tali is a young mem whi received in
1954 a "red fiplena), but the play econld not be proluced because

of 1ts conteste.” For two yeurs he has been polishin; the play;

a great Hungarian asetress Hilda Gobbi wanted to play ‘he leading
role of the mother in the play. After the abolishing « the

* See Append . X, p. U9-a if.




No. 151 "," PNEEESE "NTERVIBW GUIDE SECTION R MR p.5

Dramaturgiecal Couneil, the d:reector ol the theater of Angyalfold
accepted the play The open:ng nigh! was fixed for the day of the
reburial of Rajk and the anniversar/ of the death of the martyrs

of Arad, Political personalities ,lso attended the opening night,
the regime, in view of its self-eisticism, nould not refuse to see
1t. The play coanisted of 1l secies and aficr each scene there was
a tremendous spplause., The policial big shots felt as if their
teeth were extracted. Also the presemtatiom of the play was
excellently leoested in a worken:' district amd the publie, which
watehed it, had an important pirt im the later evemia. That's how
things %8 wert on until the 2ird of Ostober. To further illustrate
the process of softening T shuuld like to mention the frse traveling
to people's demoecracies. Evin among people's democracles there is

a difference in THX living rtandards. For imstance they a-e much
higher in Cgechos .ovakia (wh:ch is not at all justified as far as
Hungary is concerned; inm Hurpary agriculture and light indust:y
were quite prosperous, thereiore the ffact that living standards

are so low im Hungery is the consequence of grave mistakes.) In
consequence, there is a gregier freedom, pecple are not :frald of
tomorrow and one also has to remember that Czechoslovakia was a
Western-type democratic stata pefore it fell vietim to commmnim,
The Czeechs et thin moment are taking advantage of their belonging
to the Russian gphere of inteest; the Czech heavy industry assured
prosperity. For instance the price o a pair of shoes 1s sbout
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one=tenth of that in Hungary, the worker caa buy himself a car,
they don't need & permission: 1in Hungary ome had to have permissiomn
and only speelzal persons counld obtalm i1t; 2ll this explains the
"¢ ranquility" in Czechoslovakia, In Yugoslavia there 1s greater
freedom in general. Other people, like artists, eould go to Austria
by the artipts' ship or to wateh ball games. In Austria, where
there 1s no plamned ecoprmy, they could cobserve even greater
prosperity amd liberty., End of August I went myself to Czechoslo-
Touring Theater Company
vekia, I wm{ ,;'fﬂfhfty:"ﬁ? et'!?akip?l :Diot:t i:m Ehbirpactteater and
we went, a group of furty.,/for a thestriecal tour to territories
mostly inhabited by ‘urgarisms. We worked there on a commereial
basieg, as opposed ¢» the system in Hungary, which was subvention:
we sold each perfonance to the Czech-Hungarian Cultural Soclety
for BOOO erowns eath; officially the forint is at par with the
crowm, but the purchasing power of the latter 1s about seven times
as great. 7his sole price meaat 100 crowns for everybody in the
group, and also %ie Cultural Soelety made some profit on the
performance, Wb 1s importamt is that in Czechoslovakia ome could
make businens, 'h2reas in Hungary this was impossible., We smuggled
in alsc var~louy articles from Hungary, like salaml or watehes,
the customs 1lwipeztlonfE on the border were quite informal, whereas
in Hungary 1: is asmually quite thorough; this is also business
for the Cge-aia, 'The graveat aituat:im. among the people's democracles
cbtaine in woania, This I lmow because I am from Transylvamia.
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After the war the Armistice Treity ilmposed upon Rumania to deliver
raw materials liks oil, wood, c-ops, mimerals for reparation) and
therefore there was no possibility Te L‘aulupth; ‘l;imam.an industry.
As a consequence job openings were restrlded. Logically this was
which caused the deterloriation of the situation in Rumania under
the Commmists. People are stariing in quiue for half a pq‘;! of
flour and frem early in the morning for bre.d, which is bad, and
the ecopomic misery strengthensd the political oppression. In 1548
I fled to Mmgary. I come froa a fayily whid: is considered
clags-enemy: landowners, and I personally wa. planning to become

a diplemat. WNothing was reslized frem the mm proclaimed

by Stalin with regard to tue self-rule of nationa\ mino.<tieg:

the attitude tmangnﬁwu yillions pf Hungarians was liquidavign

and Rumamization. First the Hunmgarisn University was restrictec,
the administratien hes become Rumaniem and tThe Hungarian language
wee not allowed as official language. After 1948 there was &

wave of arvests. There has been a movement in Rumania to establish
an independont Transylvania, something similar to Switgerland

(1 partif_ipﬂted in this movement). This would be the only possible
solution fm Transylvenia (Erdely) Fecause of her independent
higtory and culture. As a matter of fact, in the course of history,
only in Transylvenla was there true democracy throughout Bagtem
Rurope. About ccnditions in Yugoslavia I heard from one of Iy
pest friends, who went there to a ball game and by mistake he
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reselved a viea for 8 days inste:d of one day; he and his friemd
decided to take advantage of the extra seven deys and to have a look
at Yugoslavia. ZLuckily they hid an official car at their disposal,
because otherwise they didan't have money and they were even starving
during their trip They could travel entirely freely, except for

a passport examination at the border, nobody asked them anything.

Tn Tumgary PRCRlS, SEELING (% St haervacionnt e e

have been more disturbed./Tle system of workers' councils in
general; (this wes imitated by the Hungarians during the Revolution.)
It is possible to criticlze mite; Tito has a direet comtact with
the people, he would go out amon; them, talk to them, and discuss
with the peasants. The counrty shows a remarksble industrial growth.
There are industrial plants, there wre highwié after the American
pattern;. There 1s true equality, 1ot like in Hungary where the re
1g difference betueen Farty menbers snd con-merbers, class-enemies
and good clsss background. There is smly i~ privileged group in
the country, that of the partisans '/ho fought .\ the Second Weorld
War for the frecdom of Yugoslavia. Pogitions are »*1led through
open competition, the jobs are amnounced by the workers' .wunells,
which operate quite independently. In case of equal campetenc

a partisen would get priority; this 1s the only advantage they
enjoy. Otherwise there is mo discrimination, packground does not
count, the only thing which counts is expertness. I had oecasion
to diseuse the situation in Bulgaria with somebody fl"O!fh' theatex;
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from the polat of view of prevalling conditioms,

her place/rculd be mere or less petwesn Rumania and Hungary. I

don't know ruch siout Poland.

Tt started exactly in the evening of the 23rd o October, before
the building of the radio, after the first shot was fired (by the
AVH), It was not a revolution, it was an uprising oi the people.

A revolutior 1s = movement against am existing social gystem; the
Hungarisn mcvemen; was not against the soclal system, kit against
the oppresscrs from Moscow and their representatives in Mungary,

for the Hungarian imdependence.

The death of Stelln and the process which it started: the various
unnaskings, the T XXth Congress of the Commnist Party im Russia;
the events in Pesnan; these are the milestones. Also the raliing
of the question o co-existence and international negotlations i.
this respect, for instanee the Conference of Gemeva . What did yoy
think of the Conferemce of Geneva? We were rather skeptical. Feop.y
J/imou exactly the sontents of the Mrnt Yalta, but there was the
prevailing feelimg that it had a decisive influence on The B fate

of the countries in South-East Europe. The negotiastiomns in Geneva
were carrieé on in the spirit of Yalta; this was difficult for

ug to understand. I have a great respect for President Roosevelt,

but the West dld aothing to prevent the Russians from taking possesalon

of these countries in Eastern Burope and this in turn made people
in Hungary skeptizal.
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(1) See above,

(11)  Yes. In my opinion the most delicate problem of commmism as o
whole is that presented by agriculture; it IH follows from the
traditional matuwre of the peasant that they want to possess the
land. The foreed industrialization of agrieulture § (state farms,
ecollective ferms ) emcountered the same difficulties in Hungary as
1t did 30 yeers oge in Ruspia, where Lenin wes obliged to revise
his poliey. Wha' is bad about this policy in its essence, that
they want to take away the land from the peasamt. The Govermment
of Imre Nagy was trying to correct this problem and logieally the
leaders ntf’heihtelinctual life focussed their I(nterest on the same
problem; industy became also affected and iltoghether it contri-
buted to the beg'mning of a process of dissolution of the comsolidated
terror. It is characteristic of the extreme cifficulty of the
problem that the regime didn't have the courage to tre:t Imre Nagy
in the same way as it did Rajk, because wherea; the murier of Rajk
was accepted by “he people more or less becauso it was considered
as an interna) struggle within the Party, to tcuch Imre Nagy would
¥X have meant to touch the peasants and this could have called
forth = reaction which could have paralyzed the life of the country.
As im faet 1t kecame paralyzed after the Freedom Fight, when they
dared to touch Ime Nagy.

(111) The reaetion of people was that it cam hardly be & serious business
where opposite things are being said altermately; 1t ouly proved
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that the systam which iz enforced in Hungary ind which is the
follower of the system in K Moscow is justz es much lacking 1in
geriousness as the Mogcow line itself.

See above.

Rakosi retired from publie life in August 1956, n:-.::tﬂ:h
self-eriticiam; the conclusiom is obvicus: the one who Was
glorified and whc was proclaimed to be infallible has made mistaes
and had to disapypear.

See above.

Yes.

The twming pninto;ai in the afternoon of the 23rd of Oetober,
when ten thousanéybeople marched and sang the Humgarian National
Anthems .

Yes., When I saw those sipging and marching erowds.

They played a decisive part. Every movement 1s preceded by a
gpiritual preparasiom and in Hungary it was the Commmist writers
who did this: Tivor Dery, Zoltan Zelk, Gyula Hay, Lajos Tamasy.
Laszlo Benjamin,

Even the tone of i3zabad Nep has changed, but this was only the ccho
of the general political change, it was only following the events,
1t lost 1ts charasteristic of guiding publiec opinion as the lesding
paper of the Govermment. There was a weekly pleture magazine of
rather popular chaiBacter, called Beke es Szabadsag; a jourmalist
nmllst'ran Vajda wrote a series of articles about conditions in
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Yugoslavia, which contributed to the better lmowledge of the situ-
ation in Hungary. This magazine begam to look almost similar to
those FEEXYEE published in the West.

I was impressed b the tome of the entire press. I remember in
particular the Jirst editorial of the Hetfol Hirlap sometime in
August, which was entitled "Let Us Start a Clean Sheet”"; therein
the Jolirmzlisis made a vow not to lie any more, and they kept = 31
indeed until the suppreassion of the Revolutlion.

See above.

FPecause that was :he mconent that the very representatives of the
authorities fired into The mple;nlhou interest they were supposed
to exercise their power. And also because the spiritual prepawation
was completed, th: people was politiecally ripe not to tolerate
guch treachery.

The explamation i3 very simple: the control system is carried out
by people znd not by machines, and subjective influences account
for a lot. Besidoea, the System was not perfect, otherwise there
would mot have beon breakdowns in it, as has been the case occasli-
onally in Russia ltself. Another reason is that their task was cn
unpopular one, they had to deny thelr innermost feelings; when
there was a2 posgihility to purify themselves, they gladly seized
the occasion. I have to call attention to a very interesting point.
One of the main rcasons why 2 reign of terror could be established
in Hungary was the fact that for a very long time there has been
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no democracy in Hungery and people lost the hablt of lesding a
damoeratle life. The AVH was created in 1045 i1 an atmosphere of
hatred, ln other words, because of the horrible orines camndtted

by the extreme right, these Jeuwg who had suffercd by them were
filled with hatred, Iogleslly these people mads up the group whish
formed the basis of the AVH. These people hed little to do with
labor movemsnts and they were of petty bouwrgecls and scmetimes
great bourgsois basikground., The AVH, which ivd come imto being

ca such basis, deapite relterated afforts o (reshen its ranks dy
worlkers' cafere, retained more or less ite charncter of 1945, In

no other country ware there sfter the Second World Var as mamy
teiala by people's eouris ending with death sentences as 18 Fungs:y
azd nowhere had exscutions !Hn?m’ctmimis puirlic as in Hungary.
The AVR becane entively separated Tromr the peoplr despite the fast
that among its more sirple members there vere to pe found such wao
disapproved of ite mthitg’;. (How do ymmm ab%ﬁ ﬂtﬁngmv; =
was a young peagsnt boy in Amplyment of m%1w

I woriced: previeusly he was one of the bedyguards of Rakosl, he

was one of mm;.a.mant boye Who, When ecallad in for military
service, wero mkiwmtiend to the AVH. In the fall o 1955 he parti-
eipated in a congoplracy which aimed to placing well-intentioned
people into the leadership of the country afier hiving kllled Rakesi
andt Gero. The sttenpt sgainst Rakozl's 1ife shou)d have taleen
place at 6 ofclock in the moraing; ten minwbes bufore six the guard
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was relieved. For a month he 7as belng beaten, however, he was
released afterwards, partly "ecause he wag a mimor and partly
because the investigation 7ld not succeed in clearing up the entire
matter; he was discharged from the AVH and he was ﬂﬁ:’ N
First he worked ss an vaskilled hand and later he succeeded to
obtain a job with the W.”%ﬁﬁ”&mm proves that
there wag an intericr oppositiom within the AVH. From this inmer
divigion 1t follcrs that even the members of the AVH were not so
meh defending ra* regime as their own IZNENEXEE lives during the
Revolution; recaase during that first night everybody was united

in Hungary.

Tt was clearly stated in the XB 16 points whieh have become known
all over the werld ginee. I have to emphasize that the demonstration
and later the Revolution fought only against the suppression by

the Rusglans and sy the Relkos-Oero clique and not agaimst the owner-
ship by ¥F'¥E the people of great industry. banks, and land,

The denonstration started at sbout 2.30 p.m. and they marched
throuth tae city so the statue of Bem. Later the popular wish
maniZegid itself to tear down the statue of Stalin, which was éone.
At 9.35p.m. ¥BE jart of the demonstratfsi went © the bullding of
the r3.io and they demanded to have the 16 polnts read into the
radio. In the meantime Gero made his speech and this was the

stup dest speech 3 politiclen could have made throughout world
nigory. Already in the afterncon I felt that the mood of the people
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only
could be kept in peaceful channels/if Gero would have resigned anrd
Imre Negy would have been entrusted with forming a new Cabinet,
However, the speech of Gero by itself would not have led to open
fighting if it would no®: have been coupled with firing at the
coamittee :i‘thkiingw the broadeasting of the 16 points. It 3= is
characteristic of the mood of the simple people of Budapest that
I left the radio »uilding by motorcycle to pick up some friemds In
a distant residential section and by the time that I came back to
town sometime after midnight, everywhere voluntarily formed workers
units examirned each vehiele in order to check whether they are not
transporting arms for the AVH. Their manners were sbove reproach,
but when I told them that we were working for the press, they became
friendly amé they said: go shead, the people need the papers for
tumorm."
Not on the 23rd. BEverybody had ome thing in mind, to see the
Russian troops leave the country and the sbolishment of The AVE,
and the independence of the country.
The yuestion did aot arise, it was natural that there should be
ami‘%ﬁeﬂ %as nobody who would have dared to oppose it. Iio
doubt there were Comunist high functionaries whose career was
affected, indeed finished,by the Revolution; they immediately fled
to Czechoslovakis. But it has to be noted that there was no armed
resistance to the Revolutior on the side of the regime, with the
exception of the AVO bullding, and any further opposition by
Commmunists was exclusively ¥E in self-defense; nowhere did the
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state apparatus resist the Revolusion in an organized fashin.
Waoever fought against it, fought for his own life, =snd even that
was in most of the cases umnecegsary. Nobody wanted to kill either
Coammmigts or Jeis, or even mevbers of the AVH: all we did was
shooting back. [ remember ar imteresting edpisode: on the 27th
of October I was motified ja the editorla] office by ENE students
from Szeged that they are in Buda and they should like to establish
contact with our paper and in general with the events in Budapest.
With two friends of rine and a chauffeur we gtarted by ear to pick
them up; in Buda ve hed a flat tire and the chauffeur started to
repair the ear. I had no arms on me. All of a sudden I see a
Pobjeda car ccaing, which was usually used by AVH people. I stopped
the car, I 7on't know exactly why. There were six pecple sltting
in it, each of them had a machine gun at his feet. ¥ Did you
read the newspspers?, I asked them. From the vague expression on
their Jaces and f‘rnﬁ the fact that obviously they had mo idea of
what was golng or. I concluded that they must have been some body~
gurrds of one of the Communist big shots in a residential section
sad without being properly inforimmed, but sensing vaguely that things
were not in order, they deecided to flee, I let the car comtimue
18 way because I kmew that on the next corner the Freedom Fighieis
of Mr., Szabo will further examine the car. OSzabo was a aj.wlsu
worker, but he tirned out to be a genius of strategy. BB was the

lzgder of the ‘ ’
/ so-called group ¢f Szena-ter. In the meantime our own car was
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repaired and we s:arted; by the time we passed the group of Szabo,
we gaw the Russisa car pulled up at the eurb and the six persons
inside were being led away. From this episode it is imteresting that
these people were afraid for their own lives and despite the fact
that they were armed and I was not thef did not attack me as =m
enemy of their own regime, because they did not know what was going
on exactly. Everrthing had fallen apart, but they did not want teo
defend the regime, they wanted to save their own lives.

Nebody. If there would have been indifferent people, we could not
have achieved the same results. This was a national uprising and

it was united.

The Russiasns should go home; Imre Nagy should be Prime Minister;
Tndependence for the country; Hungarian uranlum should be in
Humgarian hands; Let us preserve the purity of the Revolution;
There should be no lynching and no leoting; The gullty omes should
answer for their deeds before the law; Free press; that's how

it beganm. Later other slogans were added, for instance: Mindszentyk
gshould be Prime Minister; Free elections; MNeutrality. All our
pbjectives were positive; in our paper (Igazsag) there was an
editorial in comnection with lynching: there should be no arbitrary
judging, whoever 1s guilty should appear before the court, if we
want to achieve samething better,we have to realize 1t with better
methods. Before Ghe building where we had our editorial office,

a Russian tank was shot, the Russisns camﬂ:;a:ﬂ asked for asylum.,
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We gave the/civilian clothes and let them go. One of the Russians
had a wound in his leg, he told that he received it when his officer
forced muﬂa get on the tank., He said he came from Gruzga,
in XX 1055 there was also & revolution there, which wan oppresaed
in the same fashion; the simple soldiers did mot want to fight
against the Hungerians, only their political camlssaries Foreced
them to do so.

At the very begirning, no.

By commumnism I mean those elassically formulated ecomomic measures
and social organizstions where the means of production are owned

by soelety and tke productive forces partake in eonsumers' goods
according to their needs. The Hungarian Revolutiocn should be

BE divided into geveral periods. First, when it broke out, there
was nothing lhﬁi independence from Mescow and the establishment

of a Cabinet in which the leading role is taken by Imre Nagy. In
this phase the problem of cwnership of the meams of production did
not arise yet, therefore in this sense it was not anti-Commnist.
The Russian intervention, whkich occurred at dawn on the 24th of
October, brought the pofpulsr mood nearer and nearer to a democratic
golution in the c¢lassical sense of the word, that is a govermment
elected by free clections ard based on a multi-party system, IU
would be an error tot think that on the 23rd of October people
wanted more than a soluticn ;h:.gtilar to that in Yugoslavia; 1n the
meantime the peorle reslized/through their united uprising they
have such power in their hards which could insure them greater
liperty than thar:dﬂinh the Yugoslavs had to be satisfied. Of
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course, they were confident that the groat Western democraecies

will lend their helping hand inm their e’forts to bulld up their cwn
democracy. That's how Imre Nagy took the step of includimg in his
Govermment as temporary Mianisters of State the politicians delegated
by the different democratie partles. I was thinking myself a lot
apout the problem, what weuld have been the fate for _mstance of

the metallurgieszl plants in Csepel, until recently called Rakosl plarts,
which was originally in private ownersghip (Manfired Weiss), Only

a solution along the lines of British natiomalizution seemed probable
to me.

Because 1t did no: atart out a3 an anti-Coammmist Iovement. but it
aimed st the bettaring of the conditions in the couniry by Coammunist
methods. The Revolution broke out from one moment to the other

and it was not possible for the prevailing public opinion, which

wag the resul: of twelve years of oppression, to change fron one
moment to the oth3r to a demoeratic public opinion in the Weatern
genge of the word. To achieve this & certain transition wis
necessary, o tramsition which proved it agaim, and stronger than
ever before, that the power in Moseow, which keeps proclaiming the
appealing slogans of commmism, and its Hungarian representat.ves,
are alien to “he people and im fact are their enemies. For twelve
years the regime mnaintained that it is fighting for the interest:

of the people. N> the people spoke and paid unequivocally what

it wanted and it was good what it wamted; and this will of the
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people was te be oppressed by arms, tanks, and marders. It was
logical that people had the courage now to turm against Moscow,
beeause it became obvious that the proclaimed slogsns were all lies.
Also because those Comrunists who participated im the Hevelution
were sonfidert that in the case of free, TEAsYSE; and seeret elections
th?t Commmist Perty vhich desires to realize the true Commapist
objeetives will receive sufficient votes to ensure its existence.
T (In your opinicn, would they have received emough votes?) No,
in my opinior there would have been two parties with a deecisive
majority:s the Irdependent Smallholders! Party and the Soeial
Demoeratie Perty; 1t would be difficult to evaluate which of the
two would have recelved the majority.
! (3 1) Some attempts were made also ¥ by such elements to gain positions,
put later on any such possibility was pushed into the background.
T shall® explain what I mean through an example: the objective of
the Eﬂi““‘” E:pﬁpmou by its program policy the trans-
formation of agrieculture., It wes ealled into beling om Party
directives and few of its members were nob Party members. The
| camposition of the artist membership was as follows: Young acbors
and actresses just graduated from the Academy of Theatrical and
Film Art; +%talented worker players sedected from the dramatic groups
of imdustrial plints; actors silemeced for their politieal attitudes

before the Second World War, but who received amnesty lgter on.
political screening
Dmorthamembax-uwasarumarahaixmormuftm
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committees of the Chamber of Aectors and Actresses, Which during the
War wers ehecking the Jewish members amd those of Jewish origin.
This person becam® elected imto the temporary revolutionary council
of the theater. The temporary revolutlonary council was relieved
and a permanent revolutiomary councll was elected. This man,
because of his exireme rightist manifestations, was not reelected
into the permanen: comalttee,

Then there would have been no armed uprising. The first shols of
the Revoluticn were fired from the bullding Eof the radio, vhre
alongside with Husgarian AVO units, clad in the uniform of that
game suthority, individuals of Russlan language and Russiam eitizen-
ghip also were on duty. Armed fight was carried on with Russian
militaery formatioas because, as I have explained in detall above,
thope Hungarians who fired at the freedom fighters did so mot in

that of security, which they presumed to
Feagwmedranruxttyrockt

defense of the e Tt 1qfl;htir owWn
be threastened. 5

/ there would pave seen no Russian intervention, Imre Nagy would have

formed his tempo¥rary government, amd after the proclamation of
Hungary's neutrallty snd uatll free elections could be held, he
Neutrallty

would have malntalmed order in the ecuntry. EEESETEEY 18 a deep-
seated, long-staniing desire of The Hungarisn people: let there
be an end to the situation which forces us always tolk take side
with one or anoth2r great power,

On the 23rd of October I joined the demonptration, I went along

with them to ¢he pulling down of the statue of Stalin and witnessed
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later the siege of the radic bullding; on the 24th I did not
gsucceed yet to establish important comnections and rost of my time
was tekem up by placing my family in some security; wuy young son
of 11 years of age was very badly upset by the tank ilring mearby
the house, I also went up to me office in thaT WMWl
nobody was preseni, After the evemta of the 23rd of Ostober, namy
demonstrations were orgomized in Budapest and also for the § 25th
a demomstration was announced,the purpose of which was fo eall upon
Imre Wagy, who was then already offieially Prime Minister, to
immediately start negotiations with the Russiams Iin ordeir to have
the Russiasn troops withdrawm from the territory of Hungar; amd also
to start nmegotiations for a free election. Fram everywhere in the
eity people started to gather and marched toward the Parlianent,
and it ecan be B m to the persuasive power of a oulg
Hungarian actor, who also spoke very good Fusslan, that nine Doviet
tanks stationed bafore the Astorila Hotel also joined the dwmen-
strators: the of ?icers in charge of the tanks opened tle Tap of
the tanks and holisted the Hungarian flag on the tanks; the
demonsitrators climbed on the tanks and that's how the tanks loved
toward the Parlianent. Before the Parliament there were alreciy
several thousands of people, Soviet tanks were guarding the
Ministry of Defense nearby. When these saw the other Soviet tan:s
coming from the direction of Liberty Square, carrying Hungarian
pammers smd demonstrators climbing 3§ on the tanks, they did not
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lmow that these tanks joined voluntarily the demonstrators, but
thought that they were cay’ured and for this reason they opened fire
on the demomstrators. Mwvibers of the AVO, hiding in the atticks of
the Hiniitry of Agrieculiare, thought 1t well to interveme with their
arms in the mass butclsyy and within ten minutes more than 500
corpses were remainiryg EYEEEE on the square before the Parlisment.
These people were eivilian demonstrators, they had no arms. This

episode was m-ybe the most importent mass murder during the Revolution

and 1t hsz profoundly shocled the Wepteram diplomats amd TEERE
repor-ers who later on came to the scene., The demonstrators fled
in every direction; I, with a friend of mine, went towards Rakeczy
§ireet and watched the ruiw. which were the result of the fighting
around the radio hullding. A voung poet friend of ours jolned us
there and told us that some of them are plamning the publication

of a newspaper whlch,lndepencently fgron any political parties

and identifving 1uself with tl« 16 points, will endeavor to maintain
the spiritual unisy which Igf.t-i&?en'mﬁ itself at the outbreak of

the Revolutlion. ”"ie Hantﬁ;:fﬂ be a duvoeiractic paper, sald my
friend, and bearing ir .aind the transiornation which has occurred
during the last tweive vears and taking *-*o comsideration the
camplex internsi.onal situation, umbll the ITv alections,we wish
to support ti: Government of Ture Nagy. I deeidew g eooperate

and we eresced the paper, and though Imre Hagy had bee. gt411
prevente’/. fron acsion and so he could not glve us permissi.. gop
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the paper (we contacted him personally), relyiamg on the
armed power of the freedam fighters, we secured the publication of
the paper. We established direct contact with the Killam Barracks
and our paper (Igazsag) is responsible for making Pal Maleter a
popular figure; at that time theve were no leading figures, Imre
Hegy wes not yet free to ZE act, he was under Russpian guard, it
was important to have a name which guarantees The purity of the
Revolution and wie saw in Maleter the moat suituble person. Thus
the paper, which started out as that of the revolutiomary youth,
became also the paper of the reolutionary Hungarisn Army. At the
geme time we helped to orgamize the food and mediclne supply of
the freedom fighters and also their medical care in ecoperation with
those. |, physicians and nurses whe with their herolsm have taken
ap important part im the Hungarisn Freedom Fight. We estoblished
contacts with towns in the province and saw to it that they receive
a regular supply of the paper: on cars confiscated from the \VH
and escorted hy armed cars, they were 3iransported throughout tic
country, to Gyor, Moson-Magyarovar, Szambathely, Sazekesfehervar,
Szeged, Debrecen, Veszprem, Pecs; the only region we could ndt
pupply with the press was that of Nyiregyhaza and Miskole, because
of the heavy Russiaa eoncemtration. On the 23th of October we
received word that in the bullding os!';;}reat Budapest Party Head-
quarters in Republic Square highly plaeed Party functionaries and
IVH officers as well as Aymy officers im key positions have taken
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refuge, who did not succeed 1o escape during the events of the
Revolution and who, afraid for their life. hoped to weather through
the Revolution in the cellers of the headguarters until the Soviet

].me. called in by Gero, would bring them "liberstion.” Iire

lﬁ% was elscted :8 commander of this group, he was am officer in
the Army amd durirg the Spenish war he fought along with the
International Brigade. Apparently remenmbering hig experience at
Aleazar, Yezo declded to imsure the free withdrawal of those
caught in[headquarters by em imposing outbresk, when he saw that
the situation had becomne hepeless. He made AVO regulars change
into the blue uniform of the police, however either he forgot or
there was no time to change the characteriztic brown boots of the
AVO; as a preparction for the outbreak he opened barrage on
peaceful crowds stending im line before a food store opposite the
headquarters builéing, resulting in the death of a great many
people. After they had murdered dozens of peaceful people standing
in line for foodstuffs, armed freedem fighters from the neighbor-
hood, attracted ¥ to the seene by the gunfire, took under siege
the headquarters. When it became evident that the freedom fighters
were superior in ramber, they called on those inside the Party
headquarters to surrender =né part of the AVOs,in changed MEEXEEX
uniformg as menticned before, began to march out with raised ams.
At the same time cofficers inside opemed again fire om the peeople
and the freedom fighters im the square. It became clear beyond
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doubt that instead of surrender, treachery was being prepared,

and therefore the freedom fighturs returned the fire, direeting it
at the AVOs marehing out of the bullding, however, aiming only at
the lowsr part of their legs [n order to make them unfit for fwrther
fighting. This scene was phocographed and publicized throughout
the world by the B reporter:s of Life Mag:zine, creating the
impression as if the freedon fighters had bsen cammitténg butchery.
Proof te the contBary is an article which spprared im April 1957
in the Hupgariax fouth, a paper of the Kadar-regime, in which it
was reported that these AVOs people were not deal, but were taken
to hespitals with hesvy leg wounds, they are alive and making
statements to the press. 7They were promotéd to offlecers by the
Kadar-regime, although this hardly seems justified bccause they
have surrendered im a cowardly fashieon. O©Of all this .t is evident
that the freedom ighte:s did not butcher, but only male unfit

for fighting thei: ermeries; unfortumately Life llagazime did mnot
take the trouble o eloar the Hungarian freedom Fighters frem the
charge of mass muder on the basis of these factn; there is no
doubt that Life Magzine ows an apology te the friedem fighters.

In the morning ef Octeber 30, we were taking photozraphs at
Republie Squere, in the company of foreign reporteis, of the still
visible sign of the BEE previous day's fighting thue. That is
where I got word that on the same morning Prince Primate Mindszenty.
freed from his prisom, arrived at Budapest. I sueceeled to be the
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first one to cbtain an imterview with the Prince Irimate who had
arrived sbout ome and a half hour earlier. Thias interview did rot
contain anything particularly substantial because the Cardimal
allud%o give him time to ZEFEK catch up with the situstien. He
promised that within twe days he will speak to the press and also
to the people of the coumtry. The interview covered omly yuestions
regarding his health and ecopnditions of his imprisonment. During
the last one smd : half yeers he was assigned forced livimg quarters
in the maner of Pelsotarkany, where he could keep contact with his
secretary, he could read the Szabed Nep and Magyasr Hempet and the
Statigtieal Review, he received a so-called people's radio (only
for loeal recepticm) and he was allowed to say dally Mass in the
chapel of the manor. Durimg the years previous to this period,

he was econstantly dragged from ome prison te the other, he never
lnew wherefrom and where to, presumably im order to prevent him

te establish contacts with his surreundings; however, when once

a year his mother was allowed to visit him, he was always transferred
to the prisen at Vae. The Cardinsl did not give further detalls.

I found him mentally in geod conditlon, he was even making display
of his sense of mmor. His liberation was carried out by three
armoured cars under the leadership of Count Pallavicini, who was
doing active pervice in the Bungarian Democratic Army, and the
freedom fighters vere represented in the actlon by 14 armed woriker
youths of Ujpest. He spent his first free night as the guest of
the Revolutiomary Army inm the barracks of Revsag. The imterview
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took place im the Primatial Palace im Url Street, the Iinterior
guard was meunte¢ by the 14 young workers, the palace was ¥EFR
B33 guarded by the three tanks and,further.a ring of freedom
fighters surrounced the block in which the ralace was sltuated.

I received an interesting piece of information from the secretary
of the Primate, which however I did not huve the time to cheek:

it wWould seem that the Ceminform, which was discontinued in
Bucharest, went inte illegality and tramsferred its headquarters

to Budapest; wunder the pretext of comstructioms for the First
Digtriect office of the Hungeriem National Bamk, subterranesr offices
were built for it deep under the Castle Hill, in the vielrity of
the Prdmatial Palace. Insofar as the Cardinal is comcermed, in

my opinion it waz a great mistake that the Cardinal, by setting

up headquarters in the palace in Uri Street, separated himsel?
from the current and pulseting center of politlcal life: the
Parliament, missing thereby the opportunity te £ill inm the politieal
vacuum which has been crested around him during his eight years'
imprisonment clcse to the tuwrmoll of the ever-changing political
situation. On this same day in the evening I was informed that

T was elected into the presidium of the revolutionary committee

of the %hﬁﬁf iﬂﬁ%mw I postpored my plammed trip

to Viemna te give photographiec material to R OOa ok

g0 that I ecan lock after the operation of the theater: the auto-
mubilﬂmck parl: of the theater was of tremendous lmportance from!
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the peimt of view of the freedem fight and also the theater repre-
sented a cultural-pelitical potemtial. Frem here on my activities
were divided dbetween JWTI#FW the reolling
material, X& emsuring the regular payment of salaries, ete.) and
the paper. Im the evenimg of November 2 I spoke with Faris by
telephone. Freviously we had imvited foreign reporters as guesty
to our paper, nanely Petrazzini znd Leblond; nothwistanding the
faet that they 8% were coming ir a ecar with foreign diplematic
plate and the French tricolor, the Russians fired at the ear at
IHE Moson-Magysrovar and Petrazzini was killed; his eollesgue
Jean-Jaeques Leblond arrived and was sending reporta to Paris.

¥We had am arrangement with the French press agency for am exchange
of material. We were to send reports of the Hungariam evemts

and they were to send us the echo of those evemts abroad amd also
reperts of evemts in the West. In my X8 sbove-memtiomed telephome
conversation with Faris I heard for the first time of the lamding
at Suez. This was ene of two events which were enocugh to make

us see that the Freedom Fight will not suceeced. The other event
was im the nature te deal a heavy blew to the unity of the Revelutiocm.
It manifeasted itnelf in the aetivity of Jeseph Dudas and his group;

ment ally
Dudas was am/Ambalaneed, ......ccececce0... pErson, who POIOKRER

had sided with wm political ihule
and was basically an amarchist;

S T e FLVEE A Ly Ili (LIS
his group was an m group. Dudas separated himself from the
revolutionary forces which were in the process of cemtralizatien
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and wamted to noninate himgelf minister of forelgn affaivs. In
pursuit of his alm, he attacind the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs
with his group, but the national guards defended the building

and mede them retrest: this was the first occasion that freedom
fighters opposed each other. Dudas then acquired for himself
the hesdquarters of the Szabad Nep with 80 of his men. He made
himgelf B indepeadent fram the rest of the freedom fighters,
proclaimed himeelf president of a revolutlonary committee {nohoi;;:
what it(Was|really, he was just pursuing his own career). This
was a heavy blow to the unity of the Revolution, and combined with
the news of Suez it made the future look very dark. By this time
there were about 22 papers appearing, and there were about 16
parties formed, 31l this was very NiE harmful to the unity.

(What was the cause of this division?) The cbjectives became
differentiated., Whereas st the begimning the fight was against
the Russians and for the independence of the country, later om
this began to change into party struggle and groups were emerging
which wanted to remedy their own personal grievances when all the
foreeg should have been concentrated for the most important
objective: the liberation of the country from the Russiams. To
givé an example, there was the party of political prisoners,which,
beside demanding personsl satisfaction, had no other politlical
program. (When did this process start?) Between the Sl'to:l.' Cetober
and the 2nd of November, becsuse the liguidation of the Farty
Eeadquarters ab Republie Square showed momentarily the vietory of
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the Revolution and the comsolidation of its achievements; the
apparent withdrawal of Russian troops fortified these feelings.

My own 111 forebodings were confirmed through the conversation
which I had with Zoltan Vas, in the Parliasment, on the merning of
the 3rd of November. I wanted to go to Vienmna with trucks in order
to bring back soane of the International Red Cross supplies and

I needed the permnission of Zoltan Vas, who was then comissary of
foed administretion. He to0ld me that although the Government fully
endorsed the idea and would be grateful for the help, he could

not give any comcrete support to the plen, that is giving officizl
permission and armed eacort, because there are five thousand
Russian tanks moving in the country in order to close the Western
frontier and to form a ring around Budapest and that the task of
the present Cabinet Couneil to which he was proceeding was to £ind
a solution for this grave situation., He proposed to postpone our
conversation until the following Monday, when he hoped teo be

able to tell me more. By this time the National Guard was unified
to the extent that it would have been capable to reduce to 5K
pagsivity those elements who were trying to figh in troubled waters
during the Revolution, and in cooperation with the Democratic Army
1t would have been sble to ensure the protection of the eountry

if History would have given a chance to this in the form of one

or two more days., The Naticnal Guard was organized from politically
conscious and arned freedom fighters in order to defend the country
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azainst exterior amd interior enemies. The Army, at this momert
has disintegrated and ceased to exist: partly it merged with the
Freedom Fight¥8¥, partly it went cowardly into hiding; the re-
organization of the Army was to be carried out through the Netiocnal
Guard; in commection with these problems our psper wWas in constant”
contaet with the Winistry of Defense. The Kadar-Govermnment keeps
proclaiming thet Imre Hagy and his Cabinet surrounded itself with
reactionaries an that in the lobby of the Parliasment former
BXX politiclsns thronged in Horthy uniforms or Hungarian gala
dresses or cutawiys, seeking positions. I had occasion to go
geveral times to the Parlisment, but I have seen no trace of this
and, for instanee, on he morning of the 3rd of November I met
Zoltan Tildy o:t his way to the G“ahil.ne'l: meeting, accompanied not
by "AFUEOLLABY. . s res. fest ﬁgm}u, but by Chinese journalists.
Yes, I saw; I hote mod justie§ and I disepprove of it. In
editorials in ow' paper we ought against 1it.
It 1ig rather difieult to speak of the Revolution in terms of
organization and groups. The actual fighting began before the
building of the ’adip when members of the AVH fired into the
crowds 'HEE To make clear further developments, I have to ion
(Szgbadsagharcos Szovetseg
here the Associaiiom of [the Hungarian|Freedom Fightersy which wes
an organizstion %o train the youth for partisan fighting; there
was 8 training center in every district of the city, where the
youth had target practice and was tralned in motoring and in
parachuting and stocks of Gmm-rifles were kept there, When the
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AVH opened fire, the youths ran to this centers and brought out

the rifles end started to shoot back; upon this the forece of arms
wes ealled in, that is the Folice and Army, who, when arriving saw
that the AVH was firing at the people, handed over their arms to
the population and the continuously growing ciowd, by now armed

and joined later by the Army, besieged the radic headquarters.

The AVH was trying to get ammunition (o those caught inside; they
tried to smuggle in amrunition BEXEX in ambulance cars, but the
people stopped the cars and distributed the munition to the armed
population. Duri?ﬁ :—.:e same night they opemed the police stations
and armories, and e distribution of arms began fram the armaments
factory at Csepel. Trucks started to Aszed, to hul;;?gmé
but I do not know what had tecome of them. Everybody was Tighting
against the Russians, it was & popular uprising. Groups spreng

up in places where fighting comcentrated: for instance Szena-i¥E
Square, Moricz Zsigmond Circus, Ullel Street, Republie m,
Cpepel. People who carried no arms were not afraid of those who
were armed, Mr, Szabo (Szebo‘bacsi) was the commander of the group
at Szena Square, Maleter at the Kilian Barracks. There was
diseipline, voluntarily accepted. The situation was very fluid;
whoever iz Hungarian, joins the fighters; the decisions were
dietated by the situatl .

Por instance Szako: ke was a simple factory worker amnd yet he

wap a borm strategist; all by himseif he assured the defemse of
Castle Hill (Var). The need of the noment produces the commanders.
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At the begimning the exchange of informa’ion and direetion was
done by telephon® and threugh coanmmicstiion frem friend to friend;
it worked out very well. Later on through the newspupers the
fight was turned frem its initial instinctive stage into comscious
fight. But necessity remained the most important faclor. Wherever
shooting was unsvrédidable, it was done, otherulse neot,

The Killan Barracks and the Corvin Passage were the armed mlgih
of the Revolution (Maleter). Very important was the group at the
Szena Square to ensure communication toward the West. Also the
Seventh District command of the National Guard.

The most important econfliet was caused by the group of Dulas;
others were tmp)rar‘gy, moatly caused by the physieal and rervous
exhauation of the people. There was for instance the adjut:nt

of Szabo from Szena ter, who wag the commander of the guard walch
Wwas protecting ocur editorial office; the guard was stayimg dovu-
gtairs ?lhile we were editing the paper upstairs. This man, in
pﬂvat:f;uitmt to the professor at the Institute of Technology
and a very decent man, did not sleep for a week; when the situ-
gtion began taking shape and one had to engage in polities also
and not only in Tighting, omce he turned up in the editerial office
wWith a machine gun in his hand and started to scream: 'They are
defiling the Revolution, there should be no 11?:1:_.1:%; " ‘a“.?..?.?'
completely exhausted and we tried to talk to him amd=t® have scme
sleep. Later on he admitted that his nerves cracked. He was

in charge of the defense of the editorial office during four days

from the fourth of November, the begimming of the attack, until
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the seventh,when it wss occupied by the Russians. The Russian
attack began in the dawn of the fourth of November and the bullding
was surrounded by tamks. In view of the early hours,the majority
of the editorlial team was aWay and trying to get a few KSEjEXhours’
sleep; only on2 of cur correspondents (Joseph Gali), who lived

in the vicinity of the office, was sble to get into the bulilding
with a few typographers before the Zoviet armored cars surrounded
the building. The guerd had, of course, never left the building.
The paper continued to appear from the fourth through the seventh
of Ngvember with materisl supplied through telephone. The majority
of the printers had also remained in the building and slept there.
They were defending their printing e¢ffice. The primting offices
themselves were under the management of a different enterprise and
in that bulilding there were several editorial offices; the manager
of the printing enterprise was also in the building and he was
foreced to let the paper be printed. The manager tried to demoralize
the workers, but Gali succeeded to offset his influence; however,
in the afterncon of the seventh of November, the command of the guard
notified that he will not be sble to hold out lenger than maybe
three more hours, because infantry sttack was under way. Whereupon
Gali smnounced that simce the workers had nothing to be afrald of
because they wers werking in the printing office which was under-
ground, he will go upstairs to a window at which the gunbarrel

of a tamk was directed and if the workers are willing to set in
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type what was tc be the last issuwe of the paper, during that time
he will stay in the window and smoke cigsrettes. During the
remaining three hours the paper was finighed, by same miracle the
tank did mot fire, and the workers, leaving the bullding through
an emergency exlt onto a side street, toock out with them the copies
of the paper and Gall. whem they found unconscious defore his
window. MNext dzy, when he teld me thia story, I think I was moat
profoundly shaken by his confession that the most difficult fo:
cowardice.

him wag to overcome his own EENEEN
Very well.
Certainly (see :zbeve).
I of course had contact with intellectuals (see above); for the
¢lerzy I should mention my interview with Cardinal Mindszenty;
insefar as the peasantly is concerned,it %urned out that they have
stood up behind Budapeat with gigh m:'mitr tomspistebstiveraecs
wunmatehe &

} throughout the history of Hungary. Before,
the peasants tock advantage of the political situation, however,
this time they were gemerovs. During the strike the peasantry
took sides herocially with the workers and supplied them with
their farm produce in order to enable them to continue their strike.
I was elected into the Revelutionary Council eof the Touring Tehater
m end of the Theatrical Arts ﬁﬁﬁé“ﬁu sent out from
the paper to partlieipate in the formation of the Revelutionary
Council of the Kinistry of Educatlon. The revolutionary counclls
were elected by secret ballot by the employees and workers of the
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various mmmd offices and each council

took in hand tha direction nﬁtmm or that yart eof it,
w&muh it was elected.

The Russian troops did not lmow where they were sent; withim a
periced of two wecks %w&m changed three times. The troops
statined originally in Hungary becams unreliable because they had
a great sympathy for the people, which showed itsell IE mostly in
pasgivity and senetimes they even jJjoined the freedom fighters;
firgt they were eplaced from neighboring countries. Ii was a
great tragedy fo:» the Russlans that many Hungarians spoke Russian
and thus many of the troops became informed of, and lmpressec by,
the situation. Vhen the troops sent from neighboring countriex
proved also lacking in zeal, theywere replaced by Momgolian trocps,
m;:ra sent to Hungary with the direction that they are going

to Suez or to Eantern Germany to crush a revelutiocn; the Mengolians
don't apeak Rusaian, they are beasts. The only thing they know

is how to shoot., They €hief of the Soviet Security Police, Serov,
was sent to Budapest.

There were many lorean students who took an BHE active part in

the fightings. I even lmow of four students from Viet Minmh,
studying at the Agricultural College, who participated im the
fightings at Szena Square. (Imre Nagy was Professor at the
Faculty of Agriculture). There were many Korean studemts in
Budapest, studying there on scholarships; despite the faet that
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there was nothing that could be sald agalanst them, and their
subsequent behavior proved their true feelings, peoplc were
indignant about the faet that so many Hungarians could not study
at the University amnd at the same time se many foreign studente
were admitted. '

(8 a) They disappeared and tried to esecape.

(8 e) See above: Quesiion 4, the demonstration before the Parlisment
on the 25th of October, when Russian tanks stationed before the
Astoria Hotel joimed the demomstrators. Also as I have mentioned
before,on severa.. cccasions they asked for asylum, ¥ in one
instance in our editorial of'fice we gave civilian clothes to such
Russian soldiers.

(8 r) Prior to October 23 their influence was limitless, during the
nwnf;‘_ﬂt'fuir infivence was null, and after the crushing of the
Revol}, from the fourth of November, their limitless influence
has been reestablished. \

(9) I lived in it. If I was not on the spotE, I discussed things
with friends or Iy the telephone, etc.

(9 a) The part they played was essentially informative, they did not
direct the eventsz; by the time they could have reached that stage,
thelr publicetion was made impossible. I considered very important
the part played by the press after it was forced into illegality
after the Tth of November.

(9 1) Mﬁmmu contacts: from everywhere in Budapest and from
the provinee people came to the editorial office, on the other hand
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we tried to be on the spot whenever we could; for instance we
went out to the €oncentraticn Prisom (Gyujtofoghaz). During the
Revolution we became the semi-official paper of the Govermnment.

We listened to all the radics all the time. The tone of the Russian

broadcasts was abominable; on the other hand it was disheartening
the procrastination which characterized the attitude adoypted by
the Western powers in the Hungarian question.

They disintegrated, everything. There was not one organized unit,
whether within the Govermmert or within the Party; everybody was
trying to save his life, the first effort to reorganize was the
hmich~Kadar sepsration meve in the afternoon of the 3rd of
November.

In my opinion, every institution which had a sphere of actien
concerning political life,ccllapsed. The AVH disimntegrated, also
Il the MInistry «f Defense vas taken over by clements who made
themselves lmown in the freedem fights. The Police was taken in
hand by Kuahcni; anyway, ncbody had anything against the Poliee,
because it did not partieipate in the erushing of the Freedom
Filght, =& on the contrary, sympathized with it, and the people
workking with Kopeegl were a'l in full agreement with the poliecies
of Imre Nagy. On the other hand, organizations concermed with
food supply, like bakeries tmﬂﬁﬂzﬂrtf were working; post office,
(¥R telephone was excellent, in ten minutes Ia&mtﬂ.m Paris
or Kolozevar, thej employeen of the Post 6ffice ¢ Telephome did
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their part of the “reedam Fight, as others did with arms, by
contimaing en tre2ir jcbs; the demand on thelr service was very
heavy .

(10 e) The R revo'utiemary councils of courts amd the public presecutor's
office vere very coeperative in the liberation of political prisoners,
even row they are working in a positive sense.

(10 g) They were aetive under the premiership of Imre Nagy.

(10 h) The functioned very well in the country, the position takem by
the provinee wes constructive.

(10 1) Yy only comtact wes with Cardinal Mindszenty.

(10 j) The Association of Freedom Fighters, formerly the Partisan
Association, that's where the youths obtained their first arme;
they rather took advantage of it than use 1t to furthlr::: ends :
gince all the old organizations disintegrated, the revolutienary
councily were those political orgams which toock over the fumetlions
of the 'ormer ones.

(10 k) The reiolutiomary councils, the workers' councils, political
parties (the Commumist Party did not exist actually during the
Revelw:;ion). The erganization of independent trade unions was
under vay, .the Independent Smallheolders' Party, the Seelal Demo-
crati: Party, ete., there were about 16 pelitieal parties by the
end «f October.

(10 1)  The camposition of workers' councils was the following: engineers,
buiiness administrator, chief accountant, representatives of
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offlce persomnel, of akilled workers and unskilled workers. is
it is seen,it Eia very broad composition, comprising all the
elements and levels of the factory. This eircumstance made it
posagible to the Kadar-regime to liquidate the workers' councila:
they played ﬁ'-. the theme of class-enemy sgainst the professional

members of the councils and thereby began thelr divisien. Tie

workers'! ecouneils sprang up spontaneously and with great inteéligenee

in order to guarantee the contimmation of production, when the
Party and Govermment collapsed, and they vge functioning very well
and they would have became a great asset of the economie life.

It would have depended on a great many factors, many of which we
don't even know. There is no doubt that the wish of the people
was true demeeracy, national independence, universal equal and
secret electionn, nothing else can he said for certain.

Very much.

This is a preblem which has to be considered frem two different
points of view. From the poimt of view of international politice
it is undoubtedly useful because, first, it preved that the

"Communist sonsciousness of the satellite states is a fictiem:

two, that it was directed not againat Socialism but against

Russian imperialism; three, that the captive small nations cannot
count on tse pramised help by the great democracies when they

start thel . own liberation. From the point of view of the Hunzarlanm
people it wes undoubtedly harmful because, first, it set baeck




(11 »)

(11 e)

(11 4)

No. 151 "A"INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION R ,R p.43

the process of democratization which started after the Twentleth
Congrese of the Soviet Communigt Party in the countries ruled
by Moscow; two, unwittimgly it helped the coming inte ferce of
guch terror which is surpassing evem the most bloody perieds of
Stalinism; three, finally, it expesed the uum:ry and the peopie
economic ani intellectual
to % eonsiderable/lese and, litarally;m lose of blood, which
could hardly be called useful.
Yes. If the help promised by the great Western democracles
(radie breadcasts, Free Burcpe, Voice of America; the BBC was
more diplematie szbout it: also the French radie; even during
the Revolution; speeches of Secretary of State Dulles) would
have been gilven effectively, if the United Nations,instead of
BEEXE resolutions which were not heeded,would have done what was
requested by Huncary: effective action through sending observers
and U.N. polifcga?fi;to Hungery in order to regularize the relaticaship
between two member-states of the United Nations. The Russians
were just as much of a third world war as anybody else and
not to make use of thu::; a grave cmission even from the point
of view of political realism,
See above; after the crushing of the Revolutien, I would have
expected at lesst diplomatic and economic sanctions against the
Soviet Union.
Because it was in Hungary that the authority in power, under
particular psychological circumstances and in a partleular way,

fired into the people, into that Hungarian people whiech during



(11 e)

(11 r)

Ne. 151 "A" ¥R INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION R MR p.UY

her thousand-year long histery took arms, not for the first time,
to fight for her liberty. It is mot by accident that W uprisings
occurred in Hungary and Poland: because among all the people's
democracles only these two peopleshave such historiecal traditions
which justify their choice.

In the first place he 18 a scientist, and only in the secenéd place
ia he a realistie polit{én, He 13 an extraordinarily well-meaning
person, who sincerely wanted to see conditions in Hungary tmabe
improved and who, for this reason, every since his first m
ship enjoyed great popularity throughout the country. Peeple

were literally EXE hysterical about wanting him back. In my
opinion Imre Nagy would have been only a tremsition, although I
could not pnay who would have succeeded him in case of a democratic
developmen:. At the begimning the Revolutien was only agaimst

the Russians, later it beceme anti-Commmist, and precisely because
of this anii-Communistic charabter, imre Nagy would have lost fram
his well-deserved popularity because of his Party positionXXXIE in
case of sn sbsolute demoeracy. It is imposfible to know how
things would have actually developed.

Those straiegists were very important who took the situation in
hand while the sctual fighting was going on. Such as Pal Maleter,
Sandor Kopaecsi, Bela Kiraly. Also the writers, a young genersation:
Lejos Tamasy ('The Bl@iod is Streaming in the Streets of Pest,"
this is the title of a beautiful poem ¥ he wrote), Istvan Eorsi,
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Istvan Lakstos; they all expressed the meood «of the Revolution
with beautiful poems. Also the older generation, Gyula Illyes,
Laszlo Nemeth, ¥ Tiber Dery, Gyula Hay, Tibor Aczel (the last-
named was the Secretary ef the Writers' Unien). There was the
unanimeus etand taken by the actors: Sinkoviecs, Gyula Benko,
Ivan Darvae, Miklos Szekacs. Gyorgy Bessenyei, Elma Bulla, Imre
Apatli, Harmma Honthy, Sandor Pecsi, Sandor Szabo, ete.

Tildy: they reproached him that he handed over the
Independent Smallhelders' Party o the Commmnists; new he tried
to work horestly, but his name was more impertamt than his activity,
senny ataend. Cardinal Mindszenty was also sn important
figure. Zcltan Vas identified himself entirely with the Revolutien,
he was working to the end on the side of Imre Nagy, Geza Lesonczy
was very correct. Joseph Dudas: he was an irresponsible element .
Nothing eccurs to me in connectlon with Gyorzy Lukaecs.
The fellowing iz the order of importance I would establish:
(v), (111), (1), (av), (vi), (12), (vi1).
Yes, because in a revolutlon youth, especially the studying youéa,
playe always a great part. This is a basiec rule of renlutions.
On the 10tk of December, in consequence of the first wave of
arrests directed against the intellectuals.
An order of arrest issued against me, (How @14 you know sbout it?)
The wife of my editer-in-chief, after her husband was arrested,
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telephoned e that the secret police had a 1list and she was
notifying m2 and all the other correspoudents of the paper.

I had no tine. As a matter of fact I wes already omece arrested
at the border, at the end of November, when I took my family and
seven young men,who had taken a very active jart in the fighting
and were therefore in grest danger, with the :atention of getting
them safely through the frontier and them I wa: to Peturn to
Budapest. e left by a bus belonging to the theater, carrying
false papers and under the false pretense of buying foodstuff

for the theater; we got off at Koszeg, brelke up into four groups,
and decided to attempt the crossing of the border :n four waves,
20 to speak, within a distance of twenty minutes. ‘we groups

had already left, I and my son were the third one am my wife
with two other youmg men were gtill left behind. At . bend of
the path my soen noticed that Russian soldiers were put:ing men

on trucks, 80 we quickly returned aml warned my wife an' her
escort not to leave. Soon a Ruseian military car picked us up
and took us to a police ptation where my five young meén wire being
questioned by three Russian @fficers with the help§ of an VO
officer as interpreter. Of course I did not lmow what ques.ions
had been asked already ﬁ what the boys seig and therefore .
decided to use a psychologlecal method: I started to shout at them
in an angry fashion: 'Now again what did you do?" The boys
understood it and quickly replied that"they went to get some wiie
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and now these Russian officers think that they wanted to ¢ross

the border!" At that time the sale of alecoholic beverages yas
forbldden and it was only WIXK from peasants that one could
procure wine. I picked up their lipe and said to the AVO 1%E
officer in a high-handed way that there was no question of leaving
the country, our papers prove sufficlently that we are on a
hgitimaée business and that 1s how we were allowed into the
frontier zome; 1 also added that since my papers are in order,

1 refuse to discuss the matter further. The Russians went on
questioning the boys: there was in the room also a plain-elothes
Rusgian, who was obviously an NEVD officer who did nmot participate
in the quentioning. I decided to go and sit by his slde and =noke
& cigarette. Somehow I had the feeling that everything depenced
on him. NXEFEE My spparent calm impressed him and finally he
cdecided to let us go back to Szambathely, and warning us not to
cane again in this neighborhcod, he let us go. But I replied tha:
I shall cone again because this is my J¥H job and I just camn't see
why a Hungarian in Hungary could not go where he pleased. At
Szombathely our military escort directed us to go into the inside
of the country and let us go. On the 6th of December I received
the telephome call of the wife of my editor-in-chief. I left

ny apartment within five minutes and went to friends. From there
I called up immediately the Greater Buﬁap:gt Workers' Council and
talked to lir. Fekete, whe was in charge,wilh matters counnected (
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with the press:; 1 asked him to immediately take siveps in order
to obtain the release of my editor-in-chief. I was confident that
the actien of the Werkers' Gouncil would be ¥BE succersful and

1 continued to hide with my various friends. Since a fw years

I had separated from my wife,with whom I maintained, however, a2
very friendly mlatid‘;’ig::aﬂ ghe lived in a separate apartmert with
my son; they did pot have a telephone and thus I could not
notify them. However, I tried to reach my colleagues from th.
paper and notified them of the danger. The 8 ofcloeck mews bro:i-
cast announced that th:,;t’:zzurit}' police arrested my editor-in-ch.ef
for incitement to revolt and the asrrest of his accomplices was

in progress. I spent the night =zt Kobanya, a;&a::m friends
semaggled me inmto Budapest through a very strong,cordom im a truck

our

transporting Hluwewrs. It was agreed that before my office at the
T% Theater Company |
DX, a bus belonging to the theater would be walting |
for me; I intended first to go up te my office, but when I arrived |
at Madach Square, I found cars belonging to the Secret Police f
Touring Theater Cm% i

standing before the building of the TEEHEIINEIRKNNEKER; Jjanitor

of another building nearby, where we alsc had some offices,

mop}iud me and told me that during the night Russians surrounded |.
atflea |
the cbbwe building and were searching for the printing outfit of |
cur 1llegal press publicatiens, but they did not find anything.
Later I knew frem my wife that the police was looking feor me in

ny £lat, Under the circumstances I Thought it best to board the
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bus immediately and we drove to Sopron. From there I telephoned
to a friend of mine and asked him to notify my wife; I still

d1d not want to leave the ceuntry, byt my friend insisted that I
had to go. At night we drove towards the frontier, I stepped off
the moving bus to make the last stretch on foot. I was stopped
by Hungariaa frontier guards, but they let me go. So finally I
crogged the fromtier., My family succeeded in jolning me later.

I did not want to leave the courtry hecause I felt it is my duty
to continue the Tight, K which was started on the 23rd of October,
for the humar rights. Unfortumnstely, eircumstances whieh threatened
my liberty, and possibly my life,forced me to leave m.
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The following is an abstract of the play "Szabadsaghegy"
("Liberty H111") by Joseph Geli, as told by respondent:

The heroes of the play are a mother of proletarian origin
with her three sona; the father, who was a Communist, was
gentenced to death still before the second World War at the
occasion of a purse of Communists. In 1945 the life of the
family changes, The three boys make career, One has become a
Minister, tho other a director of a factory, and the third a
distriet paty secretary. The last-mentioned is the favorite
son ef the mother. This party-secretary son has a good
friend, “ho I8 of good middle class intellectual background, dbut
he 1s rogressive in his thinking, he believes that men are
equa’ and that the working class has a part to play in the life
of che State. He speaks many languages and he is an interpreter
in a state organization of cultural relationships. A delegation
of the Swedizh trade unions arrives in Hungary, and this man is
assigned ttﬂihm them around; Hs shows them what is customary
to show to foreigners in Hungary: the Lake Balaton, the new
apartment houses for workersz, etc. One of the Swedish delegates,
when geeing the workers' apartment houses, has the folleowing
commentary: "These are bloesg, ln our ecountry the workers live
in villas, they have their own car, they live in bourgeols comfort
and not in phalanstery-like houses." The interpreter becomes
maé on hearirg this beczuse, as he says, "We have many problems,
and even thies is progress.” He decides to take the delegation
to the Maria Valeda-telep, a famous slum in Budapest, which is
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there, =& unchanged, since the first World War. A week later,
pilctures appear in the foreign press, showing photographs taken
of the Maria Valeria settlement and the title of the pletures say:
"This is how the workera live in the Soviet paradise in Hungary."
Whereupon the interpreter 1s arrested and sentenced to five years
prison. Hieg friend, the party secretary, wants to defend him,

but all he ecan accomplish is that he himself gets arrested and
interned.

All this 1s the background of the actual play. When the
curtain goes up, We are in a villa on Liberty Hill, the hime of
the Minlster, where the family sits together: the mother, her
Minister and factory director song and the wife of the intemed
party secretary. The other members of the family have kept .t
secret from the mother that her favorite son 1s interned, and
what she knows is that her son is in Russia on a research miss.on.
They even have arranged to have letters malled from Russia, but
somehow the mother feels that the letters are not written by her
son, this is what the cenversation is sbout. The minister and
his siger-in-lsw go on a carnival party. She is the wife of the
interned man, she is8 a Jewish girl coming from a wealthy great-
industrialist family, and the two are having an affair, The mother
remains alone and she i reading the letters. The interpreter
(Istvan _Pe%vla) has just been relessed from prison and he comes
to visit the family. Of course, he does not know anything of
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the fate of his frierv.. However, through the conversation with
the mother, everything becomez clear. The mother is profoundly
shocked. Her chilf'en lled to her a terrible lie, However, she
decides not to rev:al teo them that she knows the truth. She
wants to see wha', Will happen, BShe begins to insist that she
wants to talk te¢ her son over the telephone, Her other sons try
to dissuade he', saying that it 1s difficult to get a connection,
but she insigs. While they are arguing sbout it, there is a
telephone me:sage from the Ministry of Justiece: the son has died
of a heart itack in the prison., Now they have teo tell the truth
to the met®@:*, She decides to leave the house of her son, the
minister because, as she tells him: "You did not fight to save
your owr brother because¢ you were afraid for your own position.”
She al:0 tells him that then he made her move up te his villa
on the Liberty Hill, he did this to cut her off the world and
preveit her from learning the truth. The minister breaks down.
The o:her son, the fnetory director, under the impact of
the events recomes drunk, There is the famous "rum-monologue™:
ths is a tiemendous piece, '"Here we have not a revelution of
th2 proletar.at, he says, but the revolution of the rum, all
thwey have 1fibad rum,.. Bn} one day 1t will set on fire the
rhole count™’, which was built on lies, hypoerisy, and baseness.”
'"he wife, 1w widow, of the party seerstary, decides to leave
tbe ministc'. whom she despises. The minister remains alone.
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All of a sudden an AVO-man appears with a machine gun; the
minister thinks he has come to arrest him, he is also afraid.
But the AVOeman says: 'S
nothing particular has happened.”
So this is the only man on whom he still can count, thin<s
the minister., And he offers him rum, while the curtain falls,
(Responslent 's further remarks in comnection with the plwy
are to be found in answer to Question 1, Sectiom R.)
As annex to this interview ecan be found three clippings
from the New York Times of June 21, 2k, and 26, 1957, respectively,
announeing the death sentences conferred by the Hungarian Supreme
Court on Jeseph Gali and Gyula Obersovszky among others; an
appeal from Piecasso to Kadarn and an announcement of the stay of

execution.-- As a result of the reaction of the West, these two
death sentences were commuted for 15 years for Gall and lifle term

for Obersovszky.
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(1 a) I studied at the Paculty o2f Law and Economjes E of the University
at Kolozsvsr, where I obtained a lawyer's diplora; during myz
gtudent years I also did reporter's work for newspapers as o
volunteer. I left Transylvamia at the end of 1948 and veok up
permanent residence in Budapest.

(2) From Septerber 1948 te the spring of 1949, as I had diffievly
to find an employment, I worked as a handicraft weaver, beciuse
I could do this without applying for a llmen;u: I worked at .ame,
I made scarves and interlining and I turmed in my work te priwite
cooperstives. For asbout a year, till the spring of 1950, 1
worked as & chief accountant at ;h;im brigaede high camand.
Around that time I was in danger of being deported from Budapest
¥4 and I accepted a position as chief accountant at the offlces
of Tolna-Ccunty of the %y—prn&uata and ;em gclmm hterpriu
(MEH, this in fact is a nationaliged version of the rag-and-bone
merchant's trade). I worked there till October 1951. In Nowvember
1951 I succeeded to get myself tramsferred to the Touring Theater
Campany, which was then belng formed, as an accountant. During
the Revolution I was on the editorial staff of the newspaper

2 abed) Igazsag.9 Information regarding job held with MEH: a/ bookkeeping,

b/ chief accountant, ¢/ April 1950 to October 1951, 4/ no.

(2 e,r,g) One of the difficulties of Hungarian industry was permanent
shortage of raw materials and this enterprise was created to
samewhat esse this shortage through the collection of industrial
by-products and household refuse. Campalpgns of collection were
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arranged, at which oeccasion a¥ ridiculously low prices they bought

up from the population discards of iron, glass, paper, rags,

(= proncgraph)

gramfophone,discs, etc., which were processed to serve as raw

materials for industry. 7%his was a state enterprise. It wae also

in charge of feather cclilecting, whiech, through expert, meant a
foreign currency

source of dewipa/for liungsry, At Dunapentele, for instance, the

Government created a steel plant st fantastic cost; as Rakosl said 3

We have to mske cut of Hungary the country of steel." It

was beside the point thet Hungary had neither iron mor industrial

coal, and dzspite #¥ the fact that the mineral prerequisites were

just nomesiatent, in the course of the creation of heavy I1industry

in Hupgary,chey have copied in a servile manner the development of

ware
the Soviet people's economy. The first plans  the more rational

tney planned to erect a steel plant at lhhau,ﬂiham, in the frame-
work i a harmoniocus econcmlc eecperation, they could have imported
raw materials from Yugoslavia and sone reasulte could have been
obtained. !owever, in consequence of the deterioration of the
political relationship with Yugeslavia, the already finished &%Eﬁ?.l
were thrown out, with heavy loss of expenses @lready spent on land
measurements on the spot, and with no reason to justify it, they
selected Dunspentele ag the site of the erection of the steel plants.
("Kembinat ' which means 2 vertical mamufaeturing plant.) This
newly-created industrial town received in the'baptismal ceremony
the''proud"name of Stalintown and its raw material supplies were

furnished by the MEH in the form of casti-off stove pipes, iroms,
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exploded radiators, and steambeilers cut of use for several

decades, which it collected. The economic policy of Imre Nagy

was the first to point to the unjustified excesses of heavy

industry investments end though the regime blamed Imre Nagy for

his economiz-political program of 1953, nevertheless the further

development of heavy industry investments was stopped by 1955.

That's how the Budapest subway constructions came to a halt, after

several collspsed apartment houses supported the correctness of

Imre Nagy's views. Becausge of its many thermal springs, the site

of Budaspest 1z not adapted to deep drilling:; but because in

Moscow they had a deep subway, it had to be also in Budapest.

this enterprise (MEH)

While I was working at /SN EFEESES¥NEY. its operation was successful;
beginniag

it has to be noted, however, that my term coincided with the /[EEsEs)

of Lts

A

operation of=the—undert=iting and there comes a day, when even

refuse and :mr:apa are exhausted. 'hm};,mmu in the
following way: ; month was designated for a campaign of a
different type of scrap er refuse, like iron, rag, gless, ete.
Young Pionecrs {T&tté’rﬂk) in uniferm descended on towns and villages,
they rang the bells in every house and declared that they are
willing to cellect from attick to cellar everything that is refuse @
they collected everything they could lay their hands on, brass
knobs were dilsmantled from doors, :;a and iron door mats were
gtolen, etc, , and amldst deprecations of the lady of the house,
everything was plled on pushcarts ami transported to the collecting
station; there the boys were pald for what they collected on &a

per kilogran fix rate basis. Rates were as follows: onomidpmizcs
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one kilogram irom 10 fillers, one kg brass or copper L teo 5 forints,
one kg rag 45 fillers, scrap paper 50 fillers per kg, clean paper
one forint per kg. The population was suthorized to being in the
seraps themgelves instead of the young pioneers. It also happened
that the boys would turn in what they collected, and during the
night they would steal it, hecause the station was not locked,

and the next day they weuld bring it again and collect the money
for it again; sometimes they would sell the same material three-
four times. In fact everything was collected, from horsechestnuts
to apricot BXX pits., Fropaganda for the collection campaigns
m carried on in the radio, movies, newspapers, and also at
gchools., There was a two-line rhymed slogan for the cellection
movement which, translated into Engligh, would ™m as follows:

this
"Collect irom, collect metal, with X also you are defending pezce.'

'
It is charscteristic of the popular humor that this slogan was
changed during the Revolution as follows: (of course, through
the translstion most of the effect 1s lost) ' Shoot the houses,
shoot the people, with this also you are defending peace." The
headquarters of the branch office where I worked was at Bonyhad,
enterprises
in Tolna County. The managers of industrial/GEiESEETEREs were
appointed from the ranks of the so-called "workers kaders'"
who beside having excellent Party connectlons had no other guall-
flecations and were ignorant of the industrial struecture of the
given company which they were supposed tc manage; this was an

additional tragedy in the economge life of Hungary. Chief accountans
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were compelled under law to restrain managers from ccumitting
illegalities, which they were apt to do in view of the.r lack of
expert knowledge. In other words, they were expected to explain
to the managers what they should not do. Thie circumstame
naturally led to cemflicts between the manasgers and the chiyf
accountants and in the end it was always the chlef acecuntam who
landed in a priscn. The following joke is characteristic of he
situation: A group of prisoners is belng egcorted through the
streets fram the jail of Marko Street; a woman, who happens to
pass by, recognizes in one of the prisoners her former chief and
ealls after him: 'Chief sccountant, comrade!” Whereupon the
whole group turns around te answer the call.. Understandably there
was a greast shortage of chief accountants. The only wWay for me
to get out of that job was to find a replacement and it took me
two monthe o find an enterprising and no doubt foolish man whe
was willing to accept the post; by this time nobody dared teo
accept a chlef accountant's pest. Omnly after my replacement was
agsurad could I obtain permission from the Budapest center to
leave my Jjob.

Information regarding my job st the Touring Theater Company ¢
I was hired ss an accountant by the newly-founded Touring Theater

Company. I ewe it to my friends that I was able to get thls post.
These friendships date back to 1944, when in September I fled to
H
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Budapest from the Russiams invading Transylvanic. I joined a
group of people whe were trying te help persons persecuted by the
Szalasi terror with false idemtification papers and in other ways.
This greup of friends was made up mestly frem reporters, theater
and film pecple; beczuse of our democratic viess, soon we became
persecuted oursgelves. These were the friends who helped me t.n'
get the position with the Touring Theater Compary and they made it
possible to me to get back to Budapest.

Accountant.

From November 1951 to April 1952,

Yes, I was promoted to treasurer. This was a vore interesting
assignment because 1t carried greater responsibllities. The
Touring Theater had gi':haatrical companies an' each cumpany
had independent finamcial administration and I wa: in charge of
the coordination thereof. The yearly budget amourted to twelve
million forinte with a deficit of six millions, which was sub-
ventioned by the state. Frem the end of 1955 I becime art secretary;
the political situation had eased so mich that,desplie « my

not belng = Partymmber,I was given this post. In th\s sssigmment
I was concerned with problems of cast, rehearsals, tinstable for
our productions throughout the country, propaganda (posters,
commniquées in newspapers), extending invitations, and the
artistic supervision of the performances in Budapest. My relation-
ship with the actors was excellent. In carrying out my dities
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I was directly responsible %o the mansger. Jluring the Reveluticn
I was elected Chairman eof the FPresidency of the Revolutionmary
Council; I received 189 votes out of 201. After the crushing

of the Revolutien,in prineiple everything went back to the old
order; however, for yulte gz whlle,the girike was going on.

The Twring?@h!;;:;a" was called into being im 1951, when large-
scale farming policy was to be implemented. The task of the
theater was to prepare the spiritual atmosphere in the villages
which woulé induce the peasants to enter the cellective famms.

We had to eperate on the basis of guided program poliey; all the
plays which were shown aimed at bringing nearer the peasants to
the Soviet 1ideal,which was alien to their nature. The theater
has achieved important results in this fleld; it staged more
than 3000 performances and the muber of spectators reached almost
three millionx. THESEEN To the selection of the plays they
applied the experience of the so-called kolkhoz theaters of the™
Soviet Union), many Russian plays were performed and alse plays
bearing on thie subject written in the people's democracies.
There were even Hungarlan playwrights who wrote to promote the
objectives of the theater, such as Erno Urban, Ottufm, ete,
It 18 a well lmown fact that the theater ;ﬂ;ﬁ;;u;;}umnu
FSENEIBUCISIEX we gave first-clase performances, exactly on the
level of the Budapest theatrical performances,x and the cambina-
tion of these factors lmpressed the peasants. In Mm the
peasantry did not have the time to get accustomed to th;
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ownership of the land. The greatest emission of the pre-war
go-called ‘Gentlemen's Hungary" was that she did not carry out

the land reform, and the millions of peasamte who had suffered

of the disadvantages of a feudal landewning system were not zble

to display am adequate critical spirit. After five years of
abnormal conditions, frem 1945 to 1950, they were unable to
distinguish between the forced collectivization of tise Soviet

type and the voluntary cooperative system which proved so successaful
in the agrarian countries of Western Europe, such as the Netherlands
and Denmaric. There is no doubt that large-scale farming appears

to be extremely advamtageous, especially if it 1s net followed

by a dictatorial agreriamn policy of ruthlese expleitatien, as

was the cape in Hungary. The Touring Theater Company werked

with a membership of three hundred, out of which two hundred

were artists and the remalrning hundred working as auxiliary
persormel., such as scenery shifters, dressmakers, dressers,
hairdresses, sound technicians, bus drivers, etc. Office
personnel and management arounted to thirty persons. The twelve
troupes vinited the country by buses of the latest model and

were accompanied by trucks carrying the scepery and other
accepsorien. The troupe weuld arrive at the chief town eof a
digtrict and would set up guarters for three weeks there and go
from there every evening tc a different community to give a
performance. The troupe wes preceded by the trucks which set

up the theater. Beside the propaganda playe we also had a elagsieal
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repertoire: Tartuffe by Moliere (1t was played 600 times),
American Tragedy by Dreiser in a Russlan transeript, a dramati-
zation of Eugenie Grandet by Balzac, Upncle Tan's Cabim by

Mrs., Stowe, Servant of Two /dasters by Goldonl, Ag You Like It
by Shakespeare, ete, The theater was everywhere a great sensation

and was greeted enthusliastically, we aliays had a full house.

The tickets were relatively chéap, less than in l'udapest, the
most expensive cost 1 ferinta; anyway theg§ peas:uts had money.
Thig iz the theaster w8l in my opinion -- and alsc im the
opinion of the Theatrical &rts Bevolutionary Sountil -- the
maintaining of which is indicated and necessary even _n a libersted
Hungary. In view of the trying workinmg conditions, the artist
membership considered an assigmment to the Touring Theat:r to

be of 2 punitive character. There were always rlmtm:l.mp at
the end of & theatrical ssasenp and it is true that the rajority
of the actors and actresges who were assigned to us had this
happening to then becsuse of thelr "negative” politieal attiiude,
For imastance Iptvan Nagy. 3ecause cf the heterogenous cempesition
of the thester, during the Revolutien it was greatly helping the
objectives of the Revolution. The Touring Theater also had at

its dispossal a theater in Budapest, where each month another BE!
of the twelve canpanies played our program to the public of
Budapest, to the prees, and the tehstrical profession, keeping
them up=-to-date on the performances given in the country.
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official
The/nane of the outfit was TEEFRIEEXTEENE AC{COORE Village
Theater (Fzluszinhaz) and later it was ckinged to Theater of

Mrs. Dery (she was a great Tumgarian actici1s who was representing

the Hungarian spirit in the years followil:;; the War of Indepemicence

of 1848,)
(Answers te this question and to subsequer’ subquestions are in
reference to positien held with Touring The:ter Company. )

I liked it very much.
Because I kad the chance to work with people who, imspired by
the prineirle or}l;ﬂapenﬂmm ef art, created an altogether
freer atmosphere, similar to which weuld have been imposs'ble in
any other profession in Bunzary. During the Revelution the
Theatrical Arts Revolutiomary Council entrusted me with the
setting up of an international impresario agemecy, and to comsider
in geperal the problem of sznding Hungarian artists tosssd the
West, whick until now was possible enly to privileged groups 1lilla
the State Folke Enperible.
I did rot like the guided program pelicy, perfeming of plays
which were against the feelings of the actors as well as of the
spectators. If the Touring Theater would have been craated not
cn the basis of political consideratiens, but with the purpese
of bringing effective easing FHF “he cultural needs of the
peasantry, then my position could have bheen one of the most

pleasant and meet interesting johs to be had in Hungary.
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HEXXXBL

Far the most pleasant.

Extremely confortable. This was due partly te the particular
nature of owr office, EHE partly te persconal initiative. As 1t
was basically a theater, it possessed smeng othersa furniture
stoek and it wea permitted o choose seme nice pleeces to fumniah
our offices; there was also a televisior set im our office.

(Wnat was television like im Hungary?) (It wes still in its
rudimentary atage, there were showings oxly on certaia days of
the week for a few hours; a set cost zbout 5000 forints.,)

Our television set had an iateresting stery. AT one occasion wWe
were glvieg performances in the town of Cegled, which had a rather
large theater, We pold the EIFEEE performance to the theater

at the same price ; we would to a small village theater, for
the sur of 3000 forimts. The receipts of The performance were

go much higher, that after the town council pald us the sum
previously agreed to, 1t was able te bwy from the remaining mency
a televisicn set and they graciously presented it to the Touring
Theater, Cur premises censisted of small private offices,
sametires there were two people peated ir an office. As I mentloned
before, there was no cbjectlon %o our using our personal taste

in furrishing our officesy my w'fide was very attractive, I

had in 1t = radioc, M'ﬁ'l&gﬁmu 1o elzetric fans, an aguarium,
two squirrels in = cage == L am very fond! of smimals -- also my
dog accompenied me daily to my of'fice; thals was a very exceptional
situation.
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I went by tramiay, it took me sbout ten Iinutes.,

The regular office hours were eight hours. as everywhere. I
personally worked about 12 hours oam am = Tage aml sometimes
dore; fran 9,30 in the merning till 9,30 in the evening, and

I regularly sttemded cur evening perfori: ces in the thester.

I usually worked through the seven days ¢ the week; also on
Sundaye I was lnspecting our performancez often in the country.
Yes, they paid for :t, but cne had to B2 up a fight to get paid.
Bvery Tuesdny mornirg there was a # prod ction conference,

I elwgys haél mueh overtime and they begaa Lo be unpleasaat about iG.

One Tuesd:y morning everybody who was in anger of not getting
peld for overtime sppeared at the confer: e im ourning == they
helped themselves from the properiy recn; when the mansger asked,
vwhy was everybedy Weerlipg black, we ansvie :d, we are mourning

for our overtime. This worked and everyb: iy got paid. The manage.
ment always tiled tc be difficult sbout - y but in the end we won.
1t 1is in the nature of the theatrical brol rasion that 1t would be
next to impeseible to accomplish cur tasl ithout working overtine .
In the entire theater there was orly ome « mwinced Commmist,
the manager; the rest were opportunista ¢ ° just frightened.
Our manager weg in Viemna during the pumix ° to prepare a tour
of our theater there; he came howe a brol m man,

Yes, but fran the point of view of the the ter they had to be
disregarded 'mouse woe played contimwousl): of course work done
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on legal holidayz counted am cvertine.

Yen, ome month. For the clerical persorn:l ie the off'ice it

was scmewhat lese, hovever it was more li:eral thaa the usual

rald vacation in other offices, On the wiwole 1t can be sald that
owr office wae much mere libersl in eve:y respect te the emtire
personmntl, for instmnce the dsdly attent: e szheet had to be

3igned only by those people wWhe needed ' ~M bagis of their
poasible overtime., Or, as a rvle, offici:al lumch time was only
half sn hour; however, in owr office thoy did not mind if people
took zn hour. Everybcdy had luneh Indere wiently, becuause we
decided not to keep a cantetn in view of the relatively small
mmiber of the personnel. Of ceurse, this wsy it was nore pleasant
for all of uas,

Those wiho happensd to be late would be re rimsmded, but the preblem
41idn't very much arise; in gereral everyody liked the work,,
there is no other way to make a tGheaster. :nd worldmg with a thester
han 1ts own charm, O place of coployret wes chavacterized by

a lnore liberal spirit fram the part of th: nanglement and a more
enchusiastic spirit froem the psrt of tho voricers, both features
following frem the nature of the vheater, This reminde me that

for ingtance in ny previous job with ¢he [BH m name ves comtimually
1igted =23 = letecorer: 1t ‘a8 true that it ¢ié not btother me

very mich anéd they could nol zend me awey Heceuse I wae irreplaceczble.

cerigain
There were/benefits connectad with every iob in Hurgary. such as
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sleimesg apd old age insuraace and paild wvacations; apeeial
benef'lls wm&tm theater tickets; T could get n‘bﬁ;gé tickets

to all the other theefiers, and I could irvite to our “heater as
many 2eople as I wanted.

With rezspect o age i wes mixed, as %o «ducational level it wae
above cverage, but this was a requiremen:. in our jobh. I must say
that 1t wes an excellent group of peopl:. zmd we exer:ised always
great care in the pelection ef our stafl ian order to nsure i
pleasant stmospkere, nemehow we had the celing that we were
workinz on our own. For imgtance our chinf accountan:, a woman ,
had a doctor’a degree from the diplemat!: scademy in Tienma, and
she spoke a grest murher of languages: < e majority of the
people had university diplomess, they werr of middle eclags backgound
and had excellent namners. Their workime performance was also
very zood, w!ﬁ%m good vorking pe: Tormanee & vory impordant
consideration in selecting the stalf, in order to avold any
pessible sttack on the perscpnel. Most £ ug had, for instance.
sBeason tickets to the Opera, mot a8 a pore but a3 a ciltural need,
Very friewdly.

Yep, many.

Yes, a2 great deel. In 1956 even more, n: Surally,

Yes. For imstamece they 414 not 1ot me g to Vienna with the
artigts' ship, nor wen I teo participate . »n %he projecied theatrieal
tour In Austrla, in other words they did not let me g3 to the
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West, deapite the fact that I would have been entitled to it

both 1a view of the pesition I held with Lhe theater and my
kmowiedge of foreign languages. In genexal, they were very careful
that pesple vhom they could nmot consider relisble from the E
political peimt of view should partieipet: only to a certaln limit
in the manesgement of the affalrs.

Very well, because I happened to be the Vice Presidenm:. Our

trade union orgenization offered the only forum where the aystem
coxld b= critieiz:ﬁ&‘l . {Did the trade umicn have any independence?)
In principle It/¥EE nct, but often the general provis.ons of the
Work Eode were mot applizable to our particular profession and
conaequently in questions such ar salary. imsurance, vacstioning,
it was poseible, ziso alded by the loose idrafting of the law,

to emnure fer the worlera of the theater zreaster benefits than

was the intentien of the law, I was also irman of the
Coneiliatiom Committes of the theater; ¢the purpose of this imsti -
tution was to give a chance %o the employces to £ind remedy

against unlawful and sxbitrary excesses of Managers. Within this
cammittee f; menmy cccesions 1t was poseilble, by taking & fimm
stand agalnet the mansger. to ackieve important resulis in favor
of the =mpleyees. In our camitice great fights were fought ane
én many occasions our 3ide came oub vietcrious. From the decisions
made 1ln our Jocal commitiee it was possikle to sppeal to the
Rezional Comciliatlon Committee; with this body the only way of
cammunisation wap ia & written form. I, as a lawyer, had a grest
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advrantage over the laymen who were on the Regional Committee and

I usually succeeded Ge draft my memorands in such a way that they
had to accept that I was right. The local Comeclliation Committee
conaleted of four members: two of them wire delegated by the
trade union, two by the management. Alvwars one of the members

wap chalrman by vobtation. In case of a t'e in the ¥ votes, the
vohe of the chairman was decisive. At th» trade unier people knew
that I wss handling the mstters wihh the ’onciliatien Committee
ami therefore they harded their camplaiant: to me. We had 20 to
30 capes during 2 full gesson. I wae alz> Chairman of the Soelal
Imsurance Campdtitee, which tock care eof ¢ wstions conreseted with
hollday resort benefits. This conmittee ras operating within the
frapevork of the trade unlon organization.

In 1945 free trade unions were created. lLater on they were
centralized under and directed by the Nat lenal Cownecll of Trade
Unlong. The regime tried to justify the shelishment of the
independenze of the trade uniems with the following fiction:

in the past regime the task of the trads mions was to prevent the
Capltélist exploltaticn of the workers, nuw that the rezns of
producticn heve pagsed . as they ecalled it, into socia. cunership,
the toslk of the trade unions will compist from now on in organizing
work compa2titions, 3t:khanovist and OCutstanding Vorkers movements,
ete ., for the furthersnee of svrplus prodaction in the interest
of the worting sceiety. That's how the trade unionis! movement
had been debssed te the point where it be:ame the obedient toel
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of the exploiting Russian fmperialism. Naturslly, in order to
maintaln some of the popularity of the trade wnions, 1t was
necesgary to make certsim concessions and these ifisre the cases
when 1t was possible to oppese the represatative of the exploiting
gynten, that is the mensger.
Sec angwer to subquestlon £,
Year it comslsted of the manager. the Fariy zeeresary, snd the
preaident of the trade walon. I want to point out hers that the
President of the trade union wes appointel, the viece president
was eleeted by the workers: I was viee prerident. (What 1z the
purpose of the ghop trisnzle?) To reconclle the pointn of view
of the reorle's zconcyhy, of the Party, by which the former ie
controlled, and of the trade wions, whic: zre representing the
workers. This is %8s purpose con paper. '‘he practice, as usuwal,
wan entirely different., However, in our :are the part of the
shop trilangle was qulbte wnimportant becsuie Ve wern anyway bound
by the contrelled progren policy.
Yenn, For instance, Istvan Nagy was en ex:ellent sctor amd he
recelved adequate parts; many of our staie Managers Wile un-
donbtedly politically unreliavle; MNiss Erzal Rev recelved aswards.
Yen,
Benause of the apeclal task assigned te t:e theater, wihieh In
woelf wan pelitlcal, bhe problem did not arvise, In final analysis,
the imposing of the political prograr was in 1tself interference
wiﬁh cperation, which resulted in deficilt and the need of atate
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subventlon. We certainly did net play bex office hitn.

In the opring of 1955, after the liberation of the program poiley,
great eaning cowld be felt, the ratiaol of propaganda plays fell
from 80 pereent te 20 pereent.

The word "Fader" is = military techalesl bems,

-

wWhich undervent

a politinz2] modification: i1t decignater perzons who :lready by
thrir claae origin are religble freim the point off view of the
Carmunisi Farty and who cam be slugled cvi for inmportent appoint-
meszkts in crae of need. Good kader means s ntenpified variety
of this iype. Fersocarel offices Iim every place of employment
kept recordz an every worker, in uhich, a2 (e course of the vears,
every inTormetion wes neted which was ccrgidered to be interesting
from the pelnt of wiew o? the Party and that usually covered the
emtire 1ife ¢ the ladividualas. The verious personnel departmenta
formed = gredual system, and if =04 wher Ln one or ancther fleld
of the sgtate eeonomic or politic:zl life :» person with certain
gqualificniiors was macded, the proper choilces 1as made from this
material. Those who were chogsen =ere good kaderg. I a person
changed bie Job, hils kader recori was trawnferred to hisg neu
personie .. cepartnernt.

Working cless origin snd politiezl reliskiliiy

Kafer nabcers were hardled by th: rersornel of'Tice an this was
equlvalent to inforrlirg, and It 'was not gecret ab all. Also in
every place of employrant there vas a sc-called liaiscn man,or
walan. for that natter, of the Ministry of Ilnkerior, working for
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the AVH. Ve had such a wemar in our office, a digcharged secont
lieuvtenant of the AVH. who later recsived a scholarship to the
Academy of Dramatic At and came te the Touring Theater as an
actress. All this we learnt during the fevelution, because I
managed o lay hands on a partia.. 1liagt of “he namez of AVH
liaigon people smd there we founxi her rnice,

Migration of labor wan disappreved of ard this was reflected in
many of the officlial neasures. The imtrcduetion of the so-ecalled
work-boolie alse aimed at the prevention ¢ labor fluctuation;

at this occasion four categories of chaiy lng jobs were established:
one, transfer; twe, left the pervies viil consentmEst: three,
left the gervice voluntarlly; ~four, dicnissed from serviee,

The third category was apjtlied in cases rhion aomebody, disregarding
the so-called people's economy interesis. resigmned his JobX., The
apnotatlon "left the serviece woluatarily' 1im the workbook¥ had
verlouz consequences: for ingtance a peigon vorking hitherte in
an intellectual field was oblipged for tihr next six moaths to
work for minilmum wages a8 a pPhysical worler in a Job imposed on
him through the agencyr of the Office of | anpower znd Laboe

(MTH). If the change of job did net cenf llet with the so-called
people’s econany interests or 1t happene: o he even desirable,
there was no difficulty whatsocever to 14, For instance a sub-
ordinate sccoumtant wanting to eixchange Tis Job to a similar job
becaus2 the new Jjob would be located nesrcer to his domnleile;
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but for imstance a techmnical person in arn important assignment
could not leave his position because his withdrawal from the
production would have upset the normal ccurse of the enterprise,
While the annotation 'left the serviece with comsent,” if the

to find ancther Job
erployee did not succced/within 30 daye. =ate resulted in the
interruption of the eontimuity of his rights with regard to
sceial insurance, paid vacation, pemsicn, and thus put him to
a disadvantage, a chaage of job with the zanotation "transferred"
ensured the contimuit;y of all his righta. The annotation of
dismissal, beside the seriocus consequenccs mentioned in commection
with the veluntary leaving, carried with it the character of
political branding.
Because I was trying wo find for myself - more advantageous
pesition and succeeded in finding 1t.
What I have been doingz, that iz wofrking with the Touring Theater
Company,: this was the job I X pought out for myself. It
coerregpondent to my sohere of interest at That time,
If I would have mafie cerdaln pelitieal concessions to the regime,
mest probably I would have been able to ¢biain a higher pesition
and would have been able o substantlally ilmprove my living
cendltions. In general, They had few Intelligent people at their
disposal and they would have been only tco willing to take such.
The majority of intellectual jobs were filled by Jews, which casi
an unfavorable light on the Party before the masses. The Party
Wculd have been happy to employ Christlian intellectuals, but
the ranks of these were heavily reduced; +he oppression of the
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so-called ruling classes dealt a2 heavy blow everywhere to
Christlians, officers, landownders, higher ranking civil servants,
and their children; &md in Hungary these were the groups which
furaished the intellectuals who had held the country in their
hands ,

It is a natwral human aspiration; each psison weighs, according
to his cencept of life, that 1s the cambirction of his edueztion,
mo:*al beliefe and concepts, what he conasiders to be the best for
hinself.

I weuld be reading more good books, would be golng more often

to the theater, opera, would be dressing better, would be travelisg!
more, ete.

What I sald before were my ideas before I left Hungary, in case

I would have made more money. But now I =m a political emigrart:
what I would like to do now 1s to study anfé to get to lmow the
political and social structure of differert states, so that if and
when Hungary is libersted, on my return there I BEH would be able
to put my knowledge in the service of the reople and my country.
No, It would be too much worrying and suffering for my son if

he chose a life similar te mine, which was not of my own free
cholce either. I would have preferred for my son a practieal
profeasion, like that of rhysielan or engiveer.

In my childhood my family conditions permitted me a very comfortable
aml ecultured way of living, which I kept trying to maintain
without making conceseions in principle.
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¥y living quarters were reduced.
I had no difficulties im procuring srticles of first necessity;
I was not sble te travel, abread.
Yes,.
I felt that I was mot working in 2 jeb wmhich would have gorres-
ponded to my qualifications, that is I was made %o work ia an
inferior capacity, the explanation of which is no doubt politiesa.
The wages of the workers were as follows: wumskilled workers
earned fram 600 to 900 forimts per month, skilled workers ficm
1000 to 1500, Stakhanovists a:ﬂ%hampiun”wnﬂaem from 1500 tc
2100 forints. (Cheampion workers were more or less the seme ac
Stakhanovists, the term was imtroduced at a subsequent stage ir
order to bring some varlety into the movement.) Mine workers
earned fram 2000 to 2500 and 3000 forints. The purchasing power
u;:;hwe earnings was below what their numerical value would
suggest. The monthly wages of the unskilled werkers were not enough
to cover the bare necessities of life, and the skilled workers
were under pressure to make continuous snd speeial efforts to
earn the same salary: this was in the form of yearly revised norms,
which in turn led to inferior work performance and the producte
meant for export turned out to be worthless. The exploitation of
the workers thus resulted in disasters for the national economy.
Though skilled workers with higher income were capable of saving
money during = longer period, to be able to buy,say, a set of
furmniture for a room or to put on decent clothes after work, they
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couldn't afford to buy, for instance, a motor byclcle or a
washing mashine; purchasing of the latter-mentioned itemn was
made even more difficult because the workers of the trading
enterprises which put them on the market sold them om the black
market; the indignation of the worker over the fact that the
artiecles which he produced were not accessible to him was fed by
the kmowledge that most of them were meant to raise the living
standard of the Russism K or Chinese werkers, aind the few ilems
which remained in the country were acquired by those who could
afford to bribe the employees of the trading enterprises. [Fer
instance, I wanted te install am electriec boiler in my bathreoom,
after hunting for it through long weeks, I was able to get one
for 20 percent higher than the regular price through an empleoyee
of a state trading house. There were two kinds of exports for
foreign (bard) curreancy
Hungary, one for which we got /@883, and the other toward the
satellite states, where, through a special conversion of the
forint, Hungary made praetically no profit at all; this speclal
rate was EX caleulated on a parity basis of the dollar of 1938.
Thus it can be sald that people worked a tremendous lot and still
they cduld net acquire things which they would have liked to.
Two kinds of consumer goods became eptablished In Hungary: wearing
apparel, shoes, ete., produced by the state-owned great industry
and those made by the so-called producers' cooperatives. The
differenc of price between the two groups of goods was so great
that 1t did not correspond to the difference in quality.
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Income of the peasanty: @uring the Second World War, the
existing food shortage resulted in an excellent financial situation
for the peasantry. The cellective farms into which the peasantry
was gradually ceerced, the imtroductien of kulak lists, the forsed
regrouping of farm plets, the highf taxees brought about the gradua:
impoverishment of the pesasantry. Regrouping of farm plots
occurred when the land of a peasant who did not join the collective
farm was situated in the area of the collective farm: such land
was taken awey from the peasant, who was given for it lamd of the
same surface, but of worse quality, at a distance from the village
and remote from commmicatiens. In additiocn, the private farmer
had to pay taEes based on the net income of his old, better land.
Thisg was the method of ruining the peasants comtinuing in private
farming; ©o the collective farms such heavy taxes were imposed
and, in addition, such heavy administrative machinery was forced
upon them, that the impoverishment of the collective farm membership
became inevidable. In 1953, Imre Nagy was trying to alleviate
these sbnormal conditions and though he could not succeed in his
enfleavor, he made it clear to Rakesl and his clique that certain
improvements are necessary. As a resuli, the situation of the
peagantry lmproved and soon the peasants were representing the
greatest purchasing power in Hungary. The department stores were
filled with then. ERE

The gituation of the bourgeoisie: (trades people, eraftsmen)
the nationalization act of 1948 affected enterprises working with
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100 or more employees. In practice, however, every business and:
enterprise working below the minimm stipulated by th: act was
also nationallzed. The former owners and employees of “he nation-
alized enterprises were trying to find jobs elther in larye
industrial plants or in the producers' cooperatives. Those few
who escaped nationalization were so overtaxed that in the end
they saw themselves reduced to ask for the nationalizatiom of tleir
undertakings. Thus was brought sbeut the proletarization ef an
entire social stratum. It was turned into an employee stratum
with an income of 700 to 1400 forints. This same group was also
ameng the foremest viciimm of the sufferings caused by the forced
resettlement from Budapest to the provinces which occurred in

the spring of 1951.

The situation of the intellectuals (physiclans, engimeers,
lawyers, teachers): thepe people became state employees and
were prevented from the free exercise of their professiens. They
were pald not for their gualificatiens, but for their working time.
Their finsnecial ruin was combined with the laying waste of
intellectual forces in the destruction of the country. At the
game time the superiority of the Russian man was proclaimed
incegsantly and without any basis. This theory showed a suprising
gimilarity to the Hitlerian Uebermensch theory, which was parti-
cularly despised by the intellectuals. The following joke is
charseteristic of this situatilion: There is a delegatlion composed
of intellectuals arriving in Moscow, where they are being taken
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on a sightseeing tour. The guide points out to them one statue
after another, giving the explanatiom: 'This is E Comrade Popov,
who invented the radic.” 'This is Comrade Popov,who invented
television.” ™'his is Cemrade Popov, who imvented the airplanes.’
"'his is Comrade Popov, who invented X-Ray," ete., ete. Finally
they arrive to a statue, and to the great surprise of the deleEEEI-~
gation, the name om the statue is Gonukokov. With profound
curiosity they ask the guide who this gréat man may have been.
Whereupon the guide replies: "Comrade Gomukokov 1s the great
Soviet scientist who invented Comrade Popov."

(7 =) (1) I was working in a lawyer's office as s cendidate and W
monthly salary was 3000 leis, beside that I had several cases of
my owm and I made pome additional 3000-4000 leis on that.

(14) 1120 forints per momth plus 7-900 forimts overtime.
(i31) 1770 forints a month.

(7v) This question canmot be answered.

(7 ¢) There was mo difference because there was a Wage-scale according
to collective bargalning.

(7 @¢) 1y wife, because there was meed for additiomal incame.

(8 =) 1770 forinta.

(8 1v) 1535 forints.

(8 c) Stage inspection duty fees, 25 forimts for each performance,
and on Saturdays and Sundays 50 forints. This was to replace
overtime, because in my salary bracket no overtime was pald any more.
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Thi¥ amounted to about 900 forints a month. There were also
premiume: these came from funds resulting from the overfulfilment
of the theater plan., The theater had a preliminary yearly budget,
which included the state subvention; if this was officially
accepted, usually after long debateg, and the income was higher
than foreseen in the buiget, the surplus income was divided into
three parts: one third went to the state, one third went for
workersg' welfare investments (vacatiening, daytime nurseries, ete.)
and one third was distributed among the workers. The last-mentioned
third was again divided into two parte: one half was reserved for
the management, which consisted of four persens, the other half
wag distributed among zbout 300 persons on s more or less arbitrary
basis., As another example of the liberal spirit we enjoyed at
the theater, we were able to use our welfare fund, instead of the
usual investments, for the setting up of an"apartment- separation
fund." (What is meant by 3 mn:;paratian?) (In Hungarian:
Lakde levalasztas.) Th2 apartment-separation was ome phase of
the emall gpartment movement, which enjoyed the backing of the
Governmment; it meant that instead of the customary sharing of
apartmenta, a part of the apartment was architecturally separated
through imner constructions, which meant that two or more independent
apartments were created from one large apartment. The tenant
usually preferred thie solution because,on the one hand, instead
of the horrors of sharing,his privacy was safeguarded, on the
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part of the
other hand, usually his own/apartment was repaired and refreshed
in the course of the imner constructions. Coming back now to
separation
our apartment/ SESISEE fund, its function vas to give loans teo
people who wanted to construet such separated apartments,,by
sibmitting the official comstruction permit and the estimate of
ecsta. The loan was then repaid in small instalmenty and the
fund functioned very well., The money was kept im cirenlation all
the time,
Deductiona consigted in 200 forints per month for peace lcen and
2 percent old age insurance. (What ebout trade union membesship
feeg?) Trade union membership fees smowmted to 11 percent, bat
they were not deducted, they were pald on an individual and
voluntary basis. MMy wife was employed as a secretary (shorthand
and typing) and her momthly salary amcunted to about a thousand
forinte.
No.
115 forints.
One room, vestibule, bathroom, and kitchen. It was in a modern
bullding and there was central heating and running hot water.
In general, housing conditions were very bad, on an average 3-4
people were in a roem. Apartment sharing was very high. This
cireumstance called into being the apertment separation movement
in the framework of the program of Imre Nagy in 1953. Plumbing
and other appliances were old, nothing was repalired or replaced.
Innumersble jokes were in ecirculation about the administrative
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enterprise of real estate (im Hungarian IKV, Ingatlan Kezeld
Vallalat).

Appreximately 12co forints, I don't remember ¢xactly. Standing
in lipe could be arranged by keeping up good connections with
the butcher, ete. Avallability of food was varying, meat was
usually scarce. It is difficult for me to give details on this
matter, because it was not importamt to me.

I don't kmow.

On central heating 500 forints a year, HL paid no gan billg because
everything worked by electriecity in my spartment, I paid about
200 forints a year. On the other hand,I spent very mweh on
telephone, approximately 2000 forints = year.

I spent very little on alecoholic drinks, I couldn't remember the
figure. Cigarettes maybe 1800 forints a vear,

Education wae free in Hungary.

Theater was free for me through my office, I went seldom to
movies; I spemt sbout 1500 forinte on dogs (I love dogs), anc
on speorts about 1000 forinte.

I can't remember.

Much. I had a charge account with one of the bookstores, my
monthly bill amounted to 50 to 60 forints, all im all I spent
about 1000 te 1200 forints on thése items a year.

Nothing, thank God we were all in good health.

My transportation expemses were umimportant, and my travels in
the country were in the nature of official duties.

Two percent old age tax,
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No.

I can't remember,

In 1951 there was a so-called "genmeral wages and price adjustment”
which in practice meant small raise in wages and big rise in
prices., For the details of the decree gee the December 2, 1951
issue of the Hungarian Gagzette.

I thought it was tragic. For process of pauperizatiocn see answer
to queation 7.

In my opinion the econcmic system which prevailed in Hungary before
1941 carmot gerve as a basis of comparison with the one whieh
came into being after 1045. Only concepts of identieal nature
can be compared, and whereas the character of the first- mentioned
peried wag determined by free enterprise, the latter period was
born under the sign of planned ecomamy. I was net a resident in
Hungary before 1041, but I kmnow that the waves of the ecomomic
EHEEE crisis in the United States of 19290 in Hungary were followed
by an econemic comsolidation amd the culmination of prosperity
was reached im 1938. This peried was characterized by prosperirg
manufacturing industry, with impor;‘:""ﬁ export, by even more
prospering agricultural export, and by a great interest shown by
foreign tourista. This economic propperity was harmfully affected
by the various imperialistic moves carried out by Hitler-Germamy
and finally by the outbresk of the Second World War, which reduced
the country to the mere serving of the Hitlerian war machinery
and nﬂ.nidﬁ its national economy. The era which followed 1945
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should be divided into tvo perieds. One fram 1945 to 1048, and
from 1948 to the preseri day. The latter should sgain be divided
inte two periods: 19i8 to 1953‘: and from 1953 teo the ocutbreak

of the Revolution, 1945 = 1988: There was undoubtedly a
deterioration, but this deterioration was determined by objective

factors., The l.8t World War, destroyed capital, the naticnwide
transportatica system partly ruined, party ransacked, our livestock
stolen, te.ms of armistice which aseemed impossible to cope with,
these were all factors which acted unfavorably on the respectable
effor‘a in the directioan of a democerstic development, so long
dezired for in Hungary. MNoteworthy are the results of the land
eform, and the fact that unempleyment has practically ceased in
Hungary. The period between 1988 to 1953 was a period of successive
mistakes in econamnie poliecy. Beside the ironm works of Stalintown
(Dunapentele) of which [ already spoke (See answer to Section W,
Questicn 2 e), the at)frophying ef the fruit and brandy export in
the vicinity of Keeskemct, the atrophying of the wine production
and export of Tckaj end Badacsony, the cessation of poultry export,

all this as a consequence of the forcing of collective farms,

the detalling of dilletante managers: shoemakers because of their
political reliablility ware thought to be it to be sgricultural
menagers. It 1s a pecullar gift of the peasant that he feels

what hes to be done and thls is something which people fram other
professions will never leam.
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The economiec progr:m of 1953 tried to correct these mistakes
of the preceding years (1948.53) without success, however,
becawse it ran uwp againet pelitieal barriers; all it ecould
achleve was to bring sbout an easing in the general atmosphere
of the country.

I caamot recall exact figwresn, but it was a stereotyped ¢laim of
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the leaders of the country at the occaslion of each and every
econcmic measure which, as a rule, were dlsadveniageous to the
people, that it was necessitated by the raising of the living
gstandard of the people. %his waa the justification of making
people m.;lcriha to plan and peace loans; of the exploitation
o;:;euple 's working pover in the course of the Stakhanovist
movements: of the ordering of work competitions and of the
rewarding of the champions with little red banners... Suth dis-
cussions took place in the Party; however, only results could
demonstrate their effectiveness, and the plamed economy °f
Hungary certalnly cannot beast of great results in this field.

(10 £) By 1953 small-scale industry and retall ani; was entirely

aT,
liquidated. Life itself proved, however, on The one hand ,tie’
the state mector was unable to provide fer the all-embracing reecdse
of the population, on the other hand, thﬂ regime began to realive
that by liquidsting pr:.vm:"hr om 1t deprived itself frem
important taxpsyers. Consequently, bearing in mind that the
private sector can be sbolished again any time they so desired,
the regime consented to the issuance of e certaln mumber of
eppertunities

trade licenses. Therely such RessdiF=IISss of living were
ereated in which people with less work were able to make more money
-= gpproximately ten times more -- than & worker., Fielde in
privete sector were, for instance, painting of scarves, Frepalring

of precision instruments, dressmaker's showroom, shoemakers, etc,
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1955 was worse than 1855, better than 1954, worse than 1953,

and better Chan 1952 and the years preceding it as far back as
1o48. Life in 1956 was better because the gemeral political
easing made 1ts effects aleso felt in economic conditioms. While
people in 1955 looked toward tomorrow full of worries, and
censequently restricted thelr money spending, in 1956 they spent
thelr income more freely, spent more on luxury, such ar having
thelr clothes and sghoes made by private asector,

It was decinive.

Up till 3;1’55' people only s=w how badly things went, but tiey &
and dara%tu discuss it, whereas in 19056 they dared openly criticize
those cbvious comtradictions which were manifest in the Hungirian
economic 1ll’e. In my cpinion a consclous dissatisfaction witl,

andl the successive realization of, the miztakes committed by thiae
responsible for the leadership, offer appropriate ground to mase 3
HICXTEE desiring a soclal change, to start a fight for that chenge.
Economie canplalntes were very important, there can be no doubt
about that, but perhaps there was one other thingl which was even
more diffiealt to bear and that was o have to live with lies.

For the intellactuazls :nd workers.
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As I was born in Transylvania, I had schooling partly in Rumania
and partly in Hungary: the distinetion is purely political and

I am referring to the l'ew years when part of Transylvania was
reannexed to Hungary, from 1940 on.

From 1931 to 1947,

I attended public school X during the four years of elementary
school and the first five years of gymnasium, and during the

last three years of gymmasium I attended a Hungariasn parochial
school. (Which school do you think was better, the Rumamian or
the Eungarian?) Rumanian instruction was better, because prior
to the First World War there were very few intellectuals in
Rumania and they had to work hard to create a sufficiently large
group of irtellectuals.

I was completing my studlies at the University of Kolozsvar, which
has again tecome part of Rumania. The Univeraity of Kolozavar
vag a Hungsrian-language university based on Rumanian educstional
progrem; it was one of the "shopwindow" concessions made by the
Rumanians to the Hungarian national minerity in Transylvania.

I attended the Faculty of Law and Feonomics and obtalned my
lawyer's diplama in 1947,

HNo.

To attend & university was im the tradition of the family. I was
planning tc enter the diplomstic career and 1t was logical that

I chose the study of law, because a diplama obtained fram thia
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faculty formed the basis of entering the service of the Mimistry
of Fereign Affairs.

(2, 3) Not applicable.

(z) T&faﬂe“m to raise children of worker and peasamt parents
to,intellectuals loyal te their class and to the Party,and having
this adequate so-called ksder-msterial at their disposal, te
dispossess the old ruling classes from their intellectual momopoly,
Naturally, the educaticn plan of every type of school was sub-
ordinated te this purpcse: to put every student in the service
of the only goal, the bullding of commmism. In consequance, and
to serve thesir own practical objectives, they changed from the
previous hizh school (gymmasium) educational system te technical
high schools (technikum). In these "technilkums’, technical or
trade educabion was given, such as heat-technikum, agricultural
techniltum, =conomic technikum, etc., altogether extremely differen~
tiated. In the new eduvcational system the general school lasted
for 8 years, and at the level of the fifth class of the old
gymasiun started the four-year technikum. There were also scme
gymnasiumg, in whiech they retained more or less the old educational
program, but for instarce instead of the teaching of latin, the
teaching of Russisn was introduced, the obligatory teaching of
religion was sbolighed, and in general the entire curriculum was
given in a Marxist reassessment. The new generatlion was more
attracted by the technikums, because they seemed to be more practical
from the point of view of making a living later.
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Heavieat stress was laid on the efficiency of teaching; naturally
the above-mentioned soclal clase considerations, that 1s the
class origin of the students, were reflected in the grades which
could be achleved by the individual student. If for instance
three ptudents with intellectual, peasant, and working class
origin respectively, did equally well in their studies, then the
beat grade would be given to the working clasa student, the next
best to the peasant student, and the worst to the student of
intellectual class background. It is guite possible that in the
various schools teachers tried to resist such injustice, never-
theless such was the offielal Government tendency implied in the
educational system. Another manifestation of this tendency can
be illustrated by the following example: my brother-in-law

(who is now also in the U.S.) passed his baccalaureat with summa
cum laude ia 2 gymnasivm zt Debrecen; and still he could not
obtaln admission teo the Universiity because of his father's
intellectual ¢lase-status and political convictions.

The best answer to this was given by the Revelution, which proved
that in esgential questions the regime had to find the strongest
opposition ceme from the youth.

In my opinion an educational system which proposes to raise the
youth unilaterslly on the basis of exclusively materialistic
viewpointe, is mistaken. The ideal solution would be to make it
possible for the young generation, after having been sble to
compare the different philosophical systems, to make its own chclce
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as to the basis of principle on which it wishesg to purnue its
studies. In Hungary the educational prog-am was prepaied om the
basis of materialistic principles, but the thing which vet with
particularly strong copposition from the part of the youlh was the
enthuslasm which wes forced upon them toward everything that ceame
from ESXENEEX Mogeow. It is interesting to observe the high degree
of idealism in the attitude of the youth during the Revolutien,

of that same youth which during twelve yecrs received an exc.u-
sively materialistic education, and which seeningly dld not shuw
any particular opposition to thst materdizlism.

In my ofpinion, & decimive period in the process of trasformation
of the educational system was the secularization of schocls. EEEX
Before the Second World War, for centuries, the Catholic Church
played a leading role ‘n the education of youth., After hav'ng
made disaprear the last vestiges of a democratic system, X i
1949, the Communist Party, under the leadership of Rakosl, opened
its fight for the secu.arization of the schoolg. It found the
strongest cpponent to ts efforts in the person of Cardinal
Mindszenty., whose opponition was based on the widest possible
popular surport. The Party was faced with the difficult and
manifold problem of vanqulshing a centuries-old tradition, of
intimidatirg the pecple and of getting Mindszenty out of the way;
therefore it decided upon the most detestahle solution of all, that
of calumny. They charpged the Prince Primate with spylng and
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illicit forelgn currency dealings, along with other Church
dignitaries who supported his progran. The sentence for life which
was eventually given te Mindszenty lead to the intimidation of
the public and cleared the path to secularizing the schools.
Unquestionaly an important change can be observed. It is
characterized by a shift in the direction of practicality and &
declining enthusiasm for literature and arts. In my opinion,
they made more arid the life of the new E¥ generation.

See above (g).
In my opininn, it is decisive throughout the study years, from
elementary achool E¥ on to university inclusive. If all those ideas
are excluded which would offer a basis for comparison, then during
every phase of schooling, in view of the unilateral knowledge
lmparted, ti influence of education for commmism is significant.
Hwarthala:m?;hiatorically speaking, the idealistic philosophical
school was ollowed by a materialistic school of thought, similarly,
in the youn: generation, brought up exclusively in a materialistic
atnesphere, gspiration for ideals was alive. In my opinion,
keeping in Dalance the various philesophical tendencies is
important and indispensable, as it was evidenced by the actual
happenings.
What I thin< was interesting in our family wae zn element of
duality: e2 the one hand, the family owned landed estates which
in the course of time gradually diminished, Ef on the other hand,
it was in ite traditior to hold positions in civil service.
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In practice this meant more or less that what the head eof the
family earned in his pust, he spent on the estata. Im 1944,

my father was the head of the commerclal department of the
Hungarian National Railroads (MAV) Transylvania disirict office

at Kelozavar. OQur estate was situated in that part of Transylvania
which remained under Rumanian occupation according to tie terms

of the congress ﬁ Vierna in 1940 X on the question of the
division cof Transylvania.

EEEEXTONINIEEEL In 1048, he was foreed to retire from his jost, and
subsequently he was deported to a foreed labor camp detailed t.

the construction of the Black Sea canal of the Danube, where he
spent three years. He ended up, with a nervous breakdown, at

a neurological zlinie vhere he was treated for two years. Since
then he has been living in the old family house, the only property
which was left in his possession fran his estate. He has taken

up gardening.

He has a lawyer'e diploma,

Yes.

Yes. Most of the estale was taken away, our house at Kolozsvar
(Rumania) was nationalized, ete.

Better off.

Four members of the family: my father, mother, brother, and myself.
When I was six years old, my parents dlverced:; my brother and

I were brought up by my mother.

My father warried again and later divorced again. My mother dld
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not marry again; she lives at Kolozsvar (Rumanka). My brother
is married end lives in Rumania.

(51) I lived by nyself. I separated from my wife and our son was
living with her.

(5 k) It hurt me.

(6) Yes.

(6 ) She was the secretary of the Director of Housing in the Ministry
of City and Community Management .

(6 v) February 1, 1945,

(6 e) One son.

(6 d) Ten years old.

(11) I felt closer to my mother.
(12) Since 1948 we lived apsrt, she at Kologsvar (Rumania), I in
Blﬂmltt

(14) We lived separated, but there was a very friendly relatiomship
between my vife and myself.

(14 a) Priendly relationship with my wife, very close to my son. I was
taking care finsncially of my family.

(14 p) I do not think that it was typieal at all.

(14 ¢) I did not have much leisure time; when I had, I engaged in sports,
took walks, occupled myself with my dogs, etc.

(14 4) I spent much time with my son: we went to swim, to row im a boat,
to the thealer.

(14 £) I should have liked to travel.

(14 g) Yes.
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They have looseped. The fact that, owing to diffisult living
conditions aleo the mother of the fm:mily was obliged to take a job,
caused, in the first place, a feeling of inferiority in the head
nanely
of the family, AWENIF that contrary tc the centuried-old tradition,
now he was unables to support his family. Second, the husband
gpent a grea: deal of time away from h'e home and at his place
of work and,as a consequence of the dirferentlated lines of
occupation, the everyday professional problems brought him nearer
to the women working at the spame place of employment, while he
drifted aper:t from his wife and her problzms. The same applies,
of course in reverse, to the wife, The locyening of the meral
foundations and the general misery which made founding of a family
very difficult and led to the disintegration o already existing
families, often for financial reasons, opened the way for im-
creased exira-marital sexual and sentimental life, all this te
the detriment of the institution of marriage.
In the large majority of the cases, yes; however, tim previously
closed unity of the family was in the process of brealwng wup.
There were instances when husband and wife, or parents wpnd children,
were driven by each other into politically disadvantageoly
pesitions because of their insistence on formerly prevaill.g
femily rights, and they would make use of the political pretsure
exerted by the persommel departmente to maintain the unity of the
family, whieh, in final analysis, only served to a further
deterioration of the situstien.
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(15 ) Yes.

» (15 e¢) The relatienship between parents and children has become looser.
Parents were too busy and tired, because of being overworked,
to afford the time necessary to the bringing up of children, and
beside that, many parents found new and incomprehensible, occa-
slonally even repulsive, the way of thinking and the style which
characterized the new generation., Possibly for reasons of conve-
nience, parents did not wish te press the problems tKP a bresgking
point, and thus the natural consequence was estrangememnt, It is
interesting to campare fraom this point of view the more typleal
soclel stresta:
Intellectusls: The elder intellectuals who were brought up on
idealistic philosophy watched with aversion that their children
were fed or materialism, whieh inevitably led to the loosening of
their relationship. To state the problem from the oppogite point
of view, the children were embittered because the social background
of their parents was hindering them in the shaping of their lives
and, despite of their better aptitudes, found themselveg at a
disadvantage with children of peasant or worker parents. On the
other hand, there were families In which the difficult times
contributed to the strengthening of the spirit of interdependence;
it is very difficult to characterize the fate of an entire social
clasg by a few examples. The specific problems of the Jewish
intellectusls could be summed up as follows: the Jews, who were
the natural vietims of naziam and, in 1945, could start afresh
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witheut handicaps in the new regime, which they have faithfully
served in the course of the years, also came into comflict with
their children who grew up in the meantime: the young gemeration
adopted with enthusiasm the human rights which have become a
necesgity to the people and during the Revolution, defying their
parents' protests, they participated actively in the fights.

I saw this with my own eyes.

Peamantry: A deep-rooted imstinctive ambitiom of the peasants
iz that their lands should be inherited and continued to be
cultivated by their children. The unduly pushed industrialization
of the country, the method of large-scale farming introduced

into agriculture and the intreduction of agricultural machines
liberated s great mmber of farm hands, in the first place,
naturally, the young gamra&im. driving them toward the industrial
centers. These circumstances led eventually te a break between
the peasant parents and their children attracted to industry.
Another source of confliet was the question whether the peasant
should continue with his individual farming, or enter the path
of collective farming. Again it was the youth, whom the regime
had driven in the direction of collectivization in the various
trade and party schools and through the educational system in
general, who, in the first place, urged the collectlve farm
movement and the system of utattfi‘ams.
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Workers: The working-clasi was the privileged class of the
regime. Accordingly it was only natural that not only the doors of
the universities were openec to the children of workers, but all
the Party, State and econamic positions were filled with the
children of workers. The worier parentse watched im despalr the
rapid departure fram the objec:ives for which they had fought

in their youth. The nationaliz.tion of heavy industry was not

to further the cause of the workers' welfare but to serve the
interests of Mcascow; the law/ ref'orm, the purpose of whieh should
have been to Jpovide with lesd the landless pessants, was but a
milestone on the road lesdisg to collective and state farms, and
algo the new intellectials were instrumental in oppressing the
people by sclentifji- means. These factorg led to that complexity
of differences wh' ch arose between the old-timer worker parents
and the se called worker intellectuals subservient to the regime.
There <ere, however, hardly any differences in those working-class
su0llies where the children joined their parente at the work-
bench; these fought on the side of their parents during the
Revolution. In addition, there was one general cause which

created differences between parents and children in each of the three

social sectors: the sexual transgressions of the youth.

See above (2). As everywhere in the wordl, this type of problems
ia more acuie in Fcities than in the country.

See above i (c).

The number of divorces has increased, reasons therefor I have
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already indicated above (Questiom 15). The Church has lost her
influence on family 1.1.1‘&;. through legislation, both marriage and
divoree have been simplified and they have become nothing more than
umpla ministre!ﬁ- acts. There was a period, during Amuna Ratko's
dtme as Minister of Health (sometime in 1951 or 1952, I don't
remember exactly) when divorce was made more difficult and illegal
abortien wan punished with heretofore unknown severity. This was,
however, only transiticmnal and the official governmeni. position

in these matters was revised later.

(16) Considerably. Working together at a relatively young age, state
supported mixed camps, free criticism and discussion of foimer
educational methods, open discussion of sexual problems -- a'l
this made feelings and morals more free, destroying at the saie
time the ronanticism attached to love and degrading it to a sinsle
biological function

(16 a) People married at a comparstively much younger age than before;
it became customary for young girls of sixteen or seventeen to
marry boys of nineteen or twenty, and to divoree in rapid succession.
The uninhibitedness of young divorced women contributed to a great
extent to the breaking up of family life which I have described
under Question 15,

(16 b) Both have lost mch of their romamtic character, which was due
mostly to tm?tf;‘tﬁa:hw; ;ﬁmy of unmarried girls
{ mmﬁﬂ, especially during the Ratko~-era, when gyne-
cologlstes who performed illegal sbortions were imprisoned by the
hundreds with sentenceg of tem to twenty years.
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I disapprove of all this very strongly.

Officially it was sbolished, but of course they were umable to
stop it completely and it continued to be practiced under the
most varied forms., For instance, to obtain a positiom, or teo
retain it (between the chief and the subordinate), even for a
good dimner, etc. There were in Budapest so-called "Representative
Catering Enterprises,” state restaurants with exorbitant prices
which only foreign diplomfts, artists or professionals could
afford to pay. In these "representative” restaurants there were
"ladiea" who put thems@lves at the dlaposal of men in search of
entertaimment, and were, at the same time, AVO informers. As a
matter of fact, they were very few in number, maybe twenty in
the entire city of Budapest; they came of good families, spoke
several languages, and were very good looking and elegant. For
instance, once I went to ome of these "representative” restaurants
called "Budagyongye" to visit a friend of mine who, after having
graduated frem a catering trade "technikum" (trade high school)
had a job there as a trainee, (Of course. as everywhere else,
algo in these restsurante there was a political appointee manager.)
We were sitting in the office when one of these "ladies” entered
and asked my friend to let her make a telephone eall. She
dialled a number and said to somebody: ''Come out here!” and
gave the name of the place, Whereupon we decided to wateh her
and saw her going back to a table where she was sitting with
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three men. Within bheif an hour, two cars stopped before the
restaurant, and piain-clothes men madc the whole group get into
the cars s ‘hey drove away... A strong drive was launched
agalnst tle abuses of high prices in the restaurants; WEEEE
wonsi mixers who worked in these "reprepentative” restaurants
atole and cheated a let for their own profit. One of these mizxers
was exposed and arrested by the State Control Cemter (Allemi
Zllenorzesi Kozpont, AFK): she bought privately fruit juice frem
Americans, nold 1t outside th: price-list in her place of
enmployment and pocketed the money. To our greatest surprise,
following the intervention of the AVO, she was released the next
day and cen;inued to mix the cocktalls...

They were less strict; they displayed imdignation and took
drastlc measures only In cases vhen sexual matters came to the
light amida. scandalous circunstinces,

I approve o it. After the Ratko-era it was officially supported,
partly by organizing courses on che use of the various contra-
ceptives, partly by ereating connittees composed of physicians
and civilian representatives surh as the HBXE delegate of the
district coumncil (magistracy) health department, or the repre-
sentative o the Democratie Fed:ration of Hungarian Women (Magyar !
Nok Demokratikus Szévetsege, MISZ); these conmittees decided
in each individual case, in a rather liberal spirit, whether
or not medical intervention for sbortion was indlecated, and 1if
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the decision was in the affirmative, they directed one of the
clinicas to perform the operatien. Inadequate housing conditions,
speelal cirswnstances comnected with certain professions (for
instance, actress), mother of a large family who vas herself
working, being below and above a certain age (appro:imately

below 18 and sbove 45) were among the considerations vhich guided
the comnittze's decisions. However, when women Were seit to
¢linica for such reason, they did mot receive the customawy
sicimess allowsnce and they were charged 70 forints a day for
ho/spitalization amd medical expenses.

Yens. There was no soclal discrimination whatsoever. As to the»
mumber, I could not make s statement, I should know better the HEing
statlsties to be able %o do so.

It has changed. Women were granted increased opportumity im

every gield of life, their work has widened their outlook om life,
which I consider to be an advantaBe. Naturally this situation had its
disadvantages which I have mentioned already in conneetion with
family life in gereral (Question 15).

Yes.

In the statistice of the Hungarian eriminal cases, a high per-
centage was given to crimes comitted against the so-called
"goclal property"” (there was nothing left to be stolen frem
privete property!). T=ials of such cases occurred every day and
becavese of the frequency of the crime the sentences became

|
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inereasingly heavy, for instance for the theft of a working

dress one y2ar sentence would be handed down. In inmmerable
cases of enbezzlement, profiteering and fraud proceedings
extremely he2avy sentences were given. This situation was the
natural consequence of the wages which were not sufficient to
cover the costs of living, and of the aversion which was gemerally
felt toward the regime., Neither did it make amy impressien on
the soclety at large if anybody was convicted of a crime against
"seelal property." Of courege, payroll frauds became also very
cammon: reporting more overtime than actually done; plece-rate
fixer and pleceworker were in connivance; I1n ceanectlion with
deliveries, if a less thorough checking system permitted it,

more working heours or {ietitious manpower HEE were billed, etc.

I remember an interesting case of fraud committed in one of the
night clubs (not of the "representative” category): this night
¢lub received its liquor supplies, like zll the other establish-
ments of the trade, from the Central Agency of Catering Trade.
The employees not only sold the drinks at exorbitamt prices, but
using less and less the official supplies, served drinks from
liquor which they had purchased privately fram stores. The
business wes unusually prosperous, nevertheless it ibulud a
declining tendency in the statistical reports on the trend of

the business, which th2 night elub had to submit frem time to time
to the Central Agemey and which served as a basis for the allotment
of official supplies. The employees took extreme care to keep
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accurate official accounts amd even hired, to keep accoumts, a
chief accountant who, by the way, had been summarily dismissed
frem his previous job., It was ean "enterprise within the
enterprise,” After some time, the Cantral Agency began te suspect
samething; an informer was "built in" under the guise of a
walter assizned to the place, who managed to win the confidence
of the other waiters. When he was let in on the "business,"

he exposed the fraud.

I &% met him in 1954, at my place of employment (Touring
Theater Company.

He was a scholarship-holder dramaturgist.

He was somewhat younger than I; we pald no attention to the
question of soeial background, all I lmow was that his parents
had been killed at Auschwitz.

We discussed arts, politics, we went together to theatriecal
performances.

It grew stronger,

Yes, but in practice, =mo: he is in prison in Hungary.
lIdentical tastes, ildentical attitudes toward essential things,
guch as polities, arts, sociclogy; loyalty; I think,even
@y shortcomings WEme in common.

No. The general political terror made people distrustful.
They were intelligent people, pclitically clearsighted, full of
enthusiasm for the arta, and naive, who demonstrated during the
Revolution that they were capable of fighting and suffering
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for thelir ldeas.

The prevailing circumstances cre:ted umusual situstions for people,
I would have been disappointed rather by the fact 'f my friends
would have changed their fundamental primciples. Cometimes
sntering the Party was a questlon affecing a person'sy emistence.
My mother was a Roman Catholic, my father < Calvimist.

I am a free-thinker.

Ten.

No. The Rozan Cathollc Church had the strongest traditions nd
the mest important mass influence in Humgary. Therefore it waa
natural that, first of all, this faith had to Le hitimidated

and its elergy rendered harmless to the state. Of course I am
aware of messures taken against the leaders of the Calvimist and
Jewish Churches, but I did not hear of amy persecution agalm:t
church perzonalities of the Greek Cathclic (dniate ), Greek
Orthodox, Baptist, Lutheran or Unitarian Churches.

Of course they wanted to stemp out religion, because religious
peoiple stood on a different philosophical foundation, thuy were
adherents of the idezlistiec philosophy and therefore urpqud the
ideoleogical. bases of communism, That is naterialism,

In my opinion, they were not sincere toward the regime, they were
trying to ensure through compromises at least a 1imited possibility
to worship, '

With regarmi to Catholiecs, they resorted to quite sllly measures;
for instance, AVO agents in the several parochial districta were
writing don the names of people who went to church, consequent 1y
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the falthful chose to go to church in another district, where
they were unimown. It was a bad point on people's revcords to
have church wedding or have their new-borm children buptized.
Therefore, such ceremories were held in the sacristy. - was
asked several times by simple people employed zt the Touring
Theater Campany to be godfather to their children.

In more recent years, yes, and gradually, attending mass took on
the characte:r of peolitical demonstration. Even during the yea's I
1951-52 they did not shut the churches, because they kept pro-
elaiming tha: they were not against religion but fighting only
those priests who opposed the state. Nonetheless, for cbvious
reagons, peodle I refrained from being ostentaticusly religious
during those years.

A8 T did not frequent religious circles, I do not know of anybody
who had becone less religious as a result of intimidation by the
regime; 1f 1t happened, such a person was not, in my opinion,
truly religious, (rd'd o mad poge)
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I am not faniliar with this preblem.

I thimk it would be meore proper to say that the Churches were
differently treated by the Party. Through her histerical traditioms,
Hungarv stood mearest te the Roman Catholle Church, therefore

the latter axerted the oldest and deepesnt influence, and conse-
quent ly persecution was directed in the “irst place against the
Roman Catholic Chureh. The other Churche: were treated with less
rigor, partly because they were leas dangelous opponenets, partly

to prove through them that the persecution w\3 not against the

free exercise of religion, but againmet the anii-people clergy.

Maybe the oaly exception to this was the Jewish faith, due to
anti-Senitim, which spramg up at the end of the “talim-era.

At that tim2 persecution was stepped up against th» leaders in
Hungary of the JOINT and the Jewish religious leadeiw,

Less., Because the phllosorhical basis of the regime was materialism,
Begides, thiz iz not an isolated phencmenon to be foun' only im
Communist countries; 1t cam be observed throughout the werld that
the influence ¢ the Church on the younger generation hat weslened.
It did not play a declaive part.



Neo. 151 "s" INTEFVIEW GUIDR SECTION S MR p.103

(21) If I consider the life of this man in such a way that I should
like to sawve hinm 7rom the effects to which individuals are
exposed under zay kimd of pelitical dictatorship, I weuld
recoammend hin to be an engineer.

(21 b) He shouls study XEFEES thoroughly and a lot.
(21 ¢) Chnildren of workerz have the best chance.

(22) Starting with those who were the best off and in diminishing
order eading up with those who were the worst off, I would
suggest the following groups of people:
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1. Top ranking party and state functionaries, including the
AVH, Ayprqp and Police;

2. technical managers of state enterprises;

3, outstanding athletes (in Hungarian: “éllporbolék" )s

4, artists;

5. physilcians;

6, mineworkers;

7. ©Stakhanovists;

8. Teachern; 4

9. (subord:inate) employees of state imstitutions, ¥l industrisl
and camerec:lsl establishments:

10. peasanry

11, skilled woricers;

12, unskilled workers.

In group #9.

I deliberately kept to the positiom I held because any effort
on my part o obtain a position suited to my qualifications would

have involved political concessions by me. Froam the point of view
of political independence, I would have been glad to be a physician

under thie regine, but of course my studies had been decided upon
prior to thege develoments in another directiom.

In my opinion i% is outrageous that not only I, but also those
who drafted this questionmaire, were aware of the fact that in
Hyngary the athletes were preceding the artlsts in the hierarchy.
The prineipal reason for this lies in the circumgtance that
athletes coald claim the interest of a much wider publie than

artists.
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Toe aystom attached the greatest igportance to demonsirating the

thuth of its case elso by ertistic means. As this "truth" .as

hgrdly slwaye artistic by its nature, it was =2lien to thoee

ideals for whizh bumonity stroggled for centuriws :ni consequerily
wee repulslvs 2lao the the artiets, therefore 1t becmrie to pay

bez=vy suas of moasy for snsuring the esoperstion of tis artiets.
Another Tactor was that if ths ipstinctive haro-worsaiy vhich e
characteristic of thes masees wera to bo limited, for inetance,
exclusivaly %o tae person of Rakosi, 1t would be hardly satisfactory
irom en aesthetic point of vidw, therefore it was necessary to put
forward other popular persopalities. And for this monsy wis neesded .
The ertistic productas of the regime’s owan cultural linee, the aso-
celled soclaliatie realism, were not perticulerly successful smong the
publie, =nd since theose writers, in thelr own best inierests, wera
eblent about the true problems of our time, the reperiory of the Hational
Thester; for instance, was made bearsbls only by such additiona of plays
by Shakesspesre, Moliers, snd CGoldini, snd "Baptise br Fize' “(on tha
enbjbet of collective farma) which aleo delipgtéd the actors and
potresede, Faturally, the artists vorked. during thogn yoars, not

out of comvictlon, but only for the above mentioned sdvantagss, and 1t
car be sald in thelr excuse that; becanse thsy were profondly aware
of the mass of liss of the ers, they wera algo the first to range

themselpse unlted ucder the bamner of the Freedom Figit.
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The fellowing is an interesting episode from the artist
world: The Turkish arbassador gave & party in his villa on
New Year's Bve in 1953, to which he also invited scme of the
outstanding artists of the Hungarian Opera House. The host
graciouply prozented the sriigts with lnsignificamt gifts, sush
a8 eclgarettes, nylon stockings, custam jewelry, ete, The
solree was Tollowed by 2 huge scandal: Lhe deputy-Minister of
Culture rresided in person over the meeting of the Opera House
Company, &t which occasion all those who had accepted the Turkish
ambageador!s Invitation, including the most rencuned opera singers,
were suspended for peveral monthe, and it is charscteristic of
the arbists that none of them begged for Ghe lifting of the
gilencium. Sculpters and palnters did not have 1t easy elther,
when they had te tramslate into acceptablz forms the shape and
features of Rukesi and hls companions. Rkost of these artists, too,
worked¢ just for themgelves or twrned to restoring old master-
pieces; as far as & know, no plcture or statue of non-political
subject has been pregented to the publie during this peried.
According to the e¢lansle definition of Marxism, social classes
are determined by the type of cwnership of the means of production.
On the basis of this definition, we cammot talk of soclael classes
in Hungary, because ncbody could claim as his property any means
of production. In 1y opinion, the way of lLlving of the respectlve
soclal XL sbrata could be used as a basis for study, and comparison.
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Thus we can speak of pecple whose business it was to operate the
2tate and party apparatus, others produced namufactured articles,
and again others grew agricultural producs, In addition, there
Was one more group, which provided for (i'z cultural needs of
those mentioned before.

It follows from the above that the amswer is yes, because the ncans
of production passed from private owmerchip into so-called
soclial ownership by the use of predatory methods. It is not
true that the factory became the pr;ert;r of the workers, at most
he could have the hardaships which were irposed on him as a
consequence of miasmansgemoent and economic exploltation directed
from Moscow. Nor waz the land gilven to the peasamts: the land
reform was but the road leading to the coliectivization of
agriculture.,

It 1s bad,

Tes. The workers did not trust the buresucratic apparatus
directing the state and the party, mer did they trust the peasants
who, a2t the expense of the eclty dwellers, oné thinking only of
thelir own petty materizl benefits, were profiteering and sold

for instance lard for 7C forints a kilogram (on the black market )
KOZERT ).,

As te the peesants, they did not trust either the bureaucratic

when 20 lard could re hzd in the state Tcodl stores (EKEZENN]

appara:us or the workers, the former beccune measures coming from
above made Cheir liven ¢nly worse, the l:stter because those
measures were taken ostensibly in the nare of the working-class.
Th2 bureaucratic "hyd-ocephall" who dirccted the state and party
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apparatas knew that they eould be theown out of their positions
At any moment, (o be veplaced by s peagsnt or a worker . It did
w3yt matter that the ooe who waa woerkime + vhe buremmcratie lave
Waz of Worksr or pgaiiet origin, 2 Ay Lne he could be ascused
of haviagg brolsy s Poor bis alaga o i g Badone
bourgeois-nintied cafve and had te be velased by freal, wa-
parverted cadre sl pe could go Eam: o thio work-bansk or te th
Plyugh-handle . Thds, in scholarly terrms, vas ezlled dizlestion
amd in practice It meant inpecurity for e one .

(23 e) g:,.equal., Thar: iz a top layer which 1: practically imaceessinle,
bui 1t conslste ol 0o mere than four ur five dozen individuals.
fmoyog the reat of the population, there weo no slgnificant
inequality.

(23 £) Apart from bhe "Luacesssibles,” 4t 1y good T wWas glad to ses
the "easve-systen dlsappear,

(23 2] In my opinion, the "socisty mules’ of pre-war Hungery were arti-
ficial and naviag sn end in themelves. 'Ylth the cesastloa of
tiv: prervogaitlves Ly wirka or office-bholdin, 2oclal intercourss
beczne more infomral ot the bheginninmg, bur later became sgain
dogmatic, for instance tae general wse of coprsde" between
pe‘r:plé wiho Were no cobpealons wlth regard 0 any principle whai-
sonver. Iawers In pgeperzl deteriorasted, ctiquette was diae
regaried a1 thatl trmuy chivalrous splrit viich used to be

characterigiie of decoruil in Hungary has caapletely vanished,
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In Hungary, natlonzl idrority groups enjcyed a privileged situation
and all of them lived better than the Hurzarians. I am thinking
specifiecally of the Rimsnians, the Slovake, and in the first

yearsa, the Yugoslsva, Later on, the aituation of the Serblans
deserlorated because of the break with Tiso, and they had to
gulfer a lot. The reascn for it was an cver-compensation of tae
Stalinist nationalitics poliey. Examples of its manifestationHi:
separate thesters, Doeoke, preas, schools

In the most varied wars.

Ay the begianing They turned with great sympathy to the regime,
because 1t liberated {hem from the claws of nazism. At a later
stage. due to the fae! thabt the majority of them were engaged in
such lines of occupat: on as were based orn the prineciples of frec
enserprise, (manulsctirers, wholesale deslers, lawyere, bankers)

a eonflict of intexssisz arose, which the Tews solved XiSEmK
ingeniously by putting their qualities {vlly at the disposal

of the regine.

Their role wag decialie. If we cheek tirough they key-positicns,
the conelusion is inevltable that Rakosi, Gero, Mlhaly Farkas,
Reval, and almost everybody, with the excaptlon of Rajk, is Jewish.
Bui not only the lsaring "cadres," but rlso the "middle cadres,"
those vho directly amd ia person caused nach suffering to the
Hungarian populatiocn, canze from the ranks of Jews. For instance.
the Touring TGEater Company, which was esisblished for the

purpose of orienting ih® objectives of B THNEX peasant cultural
policy. the artistic (irsctor, the managing director, the business
director, the Party scerstary, the chief =tage manager, and a the



(25 ¢e)

(25 a)

(25 e)

(25 g)

g o
No. 151 "A" INPEFVISW QUIDE SECTION S R r.a

large majority of the stage managers, the chief dramaturgist,

the majority of the dramaturgists, the head of the organizing
department, the majority of the Girectorz of our twelve companies,
were Jews. There wore only two Christisn: azt executive level:

the head of the persornel departrent who ''z23 a former nazi, and
the woman president of the local trade un..on organization who was
not permeated by demoeratie spirit, eithe -,

Yee, many. It wae typical of them that during the day they danced
attendance on the regine. and at dimmer T me, by the white table,
the lashed out st it. But I also knew others, though very few

of them, vhe persiasted regolutely in thelr attitude of oppoealtion.
I have alreedy spoken about the younger generation: they parti-
cipated in 2 great numver in the Freedom I'ight, The elders
abstained from takirg 2 stand, and even today I recall the words
of a highly cultur:é Jewish actor ¥ith vhenm I was standing before
our office buildinz in the Madach Square. watching the beginnings
of the demonstrations on the sftermnocon of Outober 23, 1956. He
sald to me: "You imow. Gabor, I don't like historical times, .. "
The Hungarlan people w:iiched with repuleicn, before 1945, the
abuszes of anti-Semitisi. bub it was made to ponder over the

abuzes H; Jews sltoer 1945,

While superfileial manifestations of the atiitude toward the problem
have pubsided, in their EXB
preoccupation with the problem.

UULEER steocd there 18 a deeper
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(256 h) I am swere of the fact that my opinion uinnot change thousand-
years-0ld conditioning. I admit the ovtitamiing qualities of
the Jewe in certain £1e21d$,I work with Jove gladly and willingly,
I have slways lesryt much from them. T'u'. T wish I could make
them understand that Tor building up in Junyary a truly demo-
cratical fom of govermient, thelr talen's cight to be combined
with much more unselfisimess, modesty, 21w geruine readiness
to help.
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Yes, always. Because politics have a direct poffect on people's
lives and because,depending on whether good or bad policies are
being followed, veople have a goocd or bad life. Politics have
become an organic part of everydesy ilife, :nd as » matter of faet.
I am surprised that there are peorle st 2l who sre not interested
in polities.

Extremely imporiant.

Yen. I was profoundly interented in the cvewncs in fungary from
the 19th of Marsh, 1944, snd also after thw end of verld War II,
I 7ollowed with keen interest the well-inioniiloned «fforts toward
essablishing a truly democratic mtate so Long overdun in Hungary .
Afer 1948, for a while, I was 2till rous:/ by the ge-ies of
unlawful acts committed systematically an’ officially, but by
the end of 1951 approxirately, I reached  state of polltical
apathy. I w9as very lucky that my Jjob per: '.'isteﬂm&n occupy myself'
with problens ia the fisld of art, which  hoorbed F:.r interst

aai helped :z¢ to tide over the period wiil:i lasted until a
relative easing of the situation im 19575. Yrem 1953 on, I luve
been following agein with remewed intesesi the shaping of
political eventa both at home and abircad.

I 3id not engage setively in politice, becouse that would have
bean ., in view of my social background ani status, te put it
mlldly. an sudacity. I chose rather to obnerve the eveuts and
relleect upon them. The outbreak of the Bovolution threw ne into
the field of active politics.




(2)

(2 2)

(2 v)
(2 ¢)
(2 a)

3
No, 151 ya¥ INTERVIEY GUIME  SECTION ¢ TR p.1l¥

I feel that my attitwie in this respect hos been made sufficlently
clear in the statements I hsve mede so {ar,

With the aims of the Soclal-Democratic FPariy. AL the end of
World War II, the iuternational situation in Eurcpe shifted
marikedly to the left us a consequenee EE of the concorted fights
againet nazlam., Hungary 1s an crganic pavi of Eurcpe, her problems
can be solved only in 2 vy similar to thit applied to the
problans of other Ewrcpean sthates. befor: the wer, Hungary was
conmsepleunows amons the Wastern cemoeracie: Tor her feudallsm;
problems which had been seglected feor cemiuries were afaiting
act:ion, and the progr:m 57 the Soclal Demceracie Party offerod
to the workers aad the p2asaate, through cvolutional solutions, the
pondibility which was to make them the equals of workersg and
peasants lirving in the Western domocracis:,

Yes, he was a meuber of the Rumanisn Liberal Party.

No.

It 18 = party created by force, the neees:ity thereof hav:i.ﬁg‘ Bbeen
dictated by the vicini .ty of vhe Joviet and the Russian occupation.
I am comvinzed that, .f at intermational level, =t Yalte,

Teheran and Fotsdam, the occupation of Hungary exciusively by
the Soviet Army would nct huve been agreed upcm, the existence

of the Communist Part;: in Hungary wonld bz similar te that of
the Carmunist ¥B part:!es in the othe:” Western European cnmﬁrigrsa
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It ig charscteristic of the "popularity” of the Commmist Party
ir Hungary that the numher of wotes it oltained in the first
elections wWap insignificantly small, 17 rercent 1f I emenber
correctly, while at the same time in Frace amnd in Italy it
commanded & much higher percentage. Thi: is the more noteworthy,
because at the time of the elections Hun ary was occupied by

the Russlan Army.

I have always maintzined that the Commmnisis, while dilstorting
the logical assertions nade by the grent 19%th-c¢entury cconomists,
Marx, Engels, ete.. in the interest of tle working pecple, aim
at estsblishing a pelitieal gyatem which ip contrary o nztural
developmert and ©o the sentiwents of the people., The erystalli-
zstion of e politicel aititude ip d2termined by a mmber of
feetora: the Communist Party “ook care ¢f it that, in the course
of years, these Tactors converged in the aense to rake me
congistently anti~-Commmist.

Ne (i1); I have been always agalnat Communism, but I have %o
mske a conplementary remerk: I am for a form of govermuent
besed cn wodiversal. secied, equal aad {rce electloms and, having
regard te Eumgarian viewpoints, I am spainat the interdietion of
agy political parcy.

Neturally,

Tke recime in Hungary hes benn a dietatorlal regime which, making
use of the experience of the politieal sccret police in Moscow,
the EEX GFU and later IIND, has establisied a police-~state 1n
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Hungary. The strongest power in Hungary was the AVH and to
openly cppose this power would have been equal to suicide, and
even zt that, under the least plessant circumstanees. Let me
Just mentlon that there was a popular resistance to the secula~
rization of schools for lmstence at Msrizpoes which had tragic
and bloody consequenceg. In this same psrt of the copntry it
happened that in the first year of operation of the Touring
Theater Company, the community refused t¢ receive the Company ,
which was sent down there to perform sm :nticleriesl play. The
performance was boycotted by a 100 perceri abstention of the
public and stomem were hurled at the depsriing buses, ete. Not
only was 1t impossible to resisb sctively. but to think of it

or to talk of it led to tragic comsequences. The immmersble
conceniration camps held thousands of priscners who were compelled
to laborg resulting in the complete destruction of the human body,
notwithstending the fact that mome of thesspeople was guily of
anything for which lswful punishments could have been inflicted
even by the courts subservient to the dictatorship, because had
such been the case. they would not have resitated to chooge this
form of disposing of them, When the Hungarian people had come

to think,with great politieal nalveté, that 1t ean give expression
to its feelings ageinet the regime. 1t did so without hesitation
and wlth sdmirsble heroism only ©o suffer, as a reward of 1ts
hereiesm and nalvete. repewed bl :odshed, nossaeres, deportations,
and interrments.
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In Hungary, in order to Bl oubsist, onc had to work. Who had

no work, faced starvation. The euntrien in the confidential
(loyalty) dossiers affected one's posnibilitiles t¢ work or not.
Oace this is umderstood, it is clear that these files hed a
decisive importance for the regime and ke lives of the individuals.
I nad to take orders from people whose irtelligence, qualificatlons
anf bunanity were inferiocr» to mine. Foir this I received leess

pay than they did, and, a certain timea, aven less than wWaat
would have been sufflcient to cover my bsre necessities, aad in
order to detemmine whether I am entitled to receive a ealary o
all, not the quality of my work, buta gset of entirely different
conelderations waz used as eriterion.

IV, XI1, XIII

v, X1V, Xv

III, Vi, X

LI, ¥I, YII

III, v, Xv

Yez. The feelinp of acuienesp of these grievances alvayvs depended
on the individuel, teo. Pecple, in genersl., like to feel
canforiable and They arve incliped to get used to things, but

there were certain thingas vo which no cne could ever get used to,
for instance a gemumine’y religlous perpor o being prevented

from the free exercise of his religiom; oune could aot get used
to inadequate housing comdltions, becsuse They were the sources
of smdless misery of everyday life. One could not just forget
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about the imadequacy of fcod supplies. The consequence of over-
work wWas thst people feri harassed. One could never gst used To
boredon and drabhpess. o the violation of natlomal traditions,
to humilistion.

(3 g) Friends whe cou’d trust each other talked sbout 1t, and
eriticism of (he regime has become, frem 1953 on, increasingly
cutspoker end widespread.

(3 h) The regime could heve done gomething aboub Them.

(3 1) Three was nothing but annoyance; for imstance, a watertap in
the houss went out of order, private mector (MASZEK) plumbers
sers not yet allowed, 1t so happens that I =i mot an expert in
plurbing snd the Enterprise for lanagement of Real Egtates |
(Ingatlankezeld Vallalet, IKV) was mot able to "schedule” the
repair work scomer thon six weekn, HEEEEE. Once an elevator broke
down, it did not run for weeks, ete.

(z 1) Yes, but only £rom 1953. For instance, sfber 1953, it was
poasible to travel im the Feople's Demccrscics, amd later, for
certaln people, even to Western countries. The tome of the press
changed., But prior to 1953, life was characierized by general
and eomplete apathy, lifeless mechanism end concentratlon of all
afforts cxelusively te providing for primsry needs.

(L) In the hands of the leaders of the Commmist Party. It is rabther
diffieult to determime how much of this wis left to the lnitiative
of the Hungarign Commmnist Party and how mech to dlrect orders
fron Yescow.
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The events and experiences of these past years.

A subordinate role.

The Politbureau of the Party.

To vote. as a rule unenimously. for the hills which were drafied
by the olitburean and submitied by the Covermnest.

Beesune they wanted to prove from time Lo time the thesis which
asserved that thelr system was based on ’‘demeeratic cemtralism,”
Democraiie centraiiem wes the name given to the systom in which
the measures and, in gereral. everythins. originated with the
large nasses, and the regime was built op gradually, starting with
the lowest lewel,

They built up a bureaucratic apparatus 97 heretofore unlmowr
progorilons.

I would rather say thal there was censidershie corruntion. Feople
dared not %o misk bribery, everybedy was airald ef everybedy,

L dom't <hink I heard of cases of exprenp graft. I chall give

an exsrple of my cwn experience: The coniral of'flcer and theater
of the Tourizng Theater Company were occupying The promises of

the former Mazdach Thester. In 1954, the theater ltself wam
returned to the Madash Theater for the purpose of a repertory
theater alomg with some offlce rooms o be used by the actors

as dresglng rooms. The Touring Thester Company was siven
additional office mpace in 3 building n2arkby, in Eva Street,

The Hadoch Theater began to expsmnd and would have npecded the rest
of' the space vhich was 8till orzcupied by our office. The deeision




(4 n)

{h 1)

q
Mo, 151 ", INTERVIEW GUIDE  SHCTION & R poll¥

wWas in the hands of 2 high-ranking cit;' official whese wife
happened to be, st that particular time, without a jeb. We gave

a job vo the wife and we have remsined in cur offices...

Positiors in Govermrent service were f£illed im the first place

by "worizer cadres” ond a few former exrerts. In lesser positions,
such o8 typists, filing clerks, ete., *he cld-timers were kept om.
The sons of werkers ard peasants were c:eni: o military schools
(Petofi amd Kessuth Academies) and after the completion of thsir
gtudles they were to form the offieers' corps of the Army. In
anmall mmber, former military experts vers retained. They enjoyed
the following material adventages: high salary and excellent
clothing, which they chtaimed from the so-called Army "Konzum."
(‘mat are the kenmms?) They were distrivuting cemters of various
compumerg' goods reserved for privileged groups; these were
aceennible to forsign diplemsts, Russian experts, Party high
functionaries, ministers and deputy ministers, amd their

impediaie surroundinge. In thepe "konzunms” they could get food-
ptuffs. Eaglish woollens, leather goods. good sad lwtury consumers®
goodn, everything swch cheaper and im fact st ridiculous priecss,
all of whieh were imnsccessible to the large masses of the pepulation
To give am example how far their luxury amd snobism went, on
one occaslon it wae decided to glve a dinner party ab the Partcy
headquarders. /An old stage manager from cur Touring Theater,
who had great culture and gresi traveling exparience., Was
entrupted with the preparsticns for the dinrer, in order to make




(z 3)

120
Ho. 54 "a" DNTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION G MR ». 9B

#ure that the rulss of protecol and etijuette will be properly
obgerved. The unasppy olé men, after tasting some uwmisual,

exotic fruit, comtracted so serious stanceh trouble, that he
almeat died of it. Xt ean be neen from thiz epliszsode that they
]:.‘rm'l'.::]..’lj?i‘:s-ﬂ to their showing off: impstosd of hiring a waiter,
they ordered an artist to their service oad,of course,it was
impessinle o refuse; +thelir gourmendlvs wes such that a person
who for years had nothing dbut a poor dist comld not even digest it.
They were chomen from among the so-callzd "worker cadres,” that
ig,guen politieally reliable paeple in whope assigrment ¥ the
zolitical religbility and mot the expert nowledge was the
deeisive Tactor. (Thers was no exception to this? )} Only by
chanee, when the political rellabllity coincided with expertness.
Bo. It was not a serious political organization., VWhen the one-
party system wap inmtroduced, they rallisd all the young peopls

in thiz erganisstion, without having regard to their seocial back-
ground, therefore we camnpei gpeak, in ceonmectlon with the DISZ,
e? g uwnified political abtitude, with the only excepiion that it
Was created for the pwrpose of officially supporting the Commmist
Party and 10 wes 2 msgs organization thereof. The geals of a
peasant youth sre entirely different foom thoge of a worker youth,
ete., The advantagze of belorging to 1t, If this can bhe called an
advembtage, ¥was $hat il comebody was notlced for his peod work in
the DISZ, it weg szpier for kin %o becom: a Party membar,
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Fe, that is,there were such digafivantages for a member that he

bad less free time because of meetingn, etc,

As mothing was obligatory, this was not obligstery either,

however, through applying certsin pressures, the regime obtaired
the denived repult. Statistics showed “hat,for prastical purposes
they sucoeeded inm meliing 1t obligatory. (What do you meem exeetly?)
The repine. with its hypoerlzy, emphasiizd the volumtavy primeiple
in eemnection with all orgamizetions of political character,
kewever, 1f sonebody Gried to svall himself of the welumtary
prineiple, the reglme always foumd its ey 2 take revenge., For
iretance, gamebody wao was mot s trade union member, received a
lower sickness allovance than the menbers, waeg excluded frem the
gtabe vacationing plam, ner could he tais advantage of the speelall
tarif? (50 verveent rductlion) which was gramt2d on the rallroads

to vacationers. It is wullte probable that when granting admisélon
to wiversitles, comsideration was given to the applicant's
gctivity in the DISZ,

Since the problem did not c¢concern me, I 4id not consider it.

Ne,

I don't kinow, X was not interssted. In geperal, peopls did not
take seriously these mass organlzations., with the excepticn of
theas who wanted or hoped peraenal advaniages through them,

None of the maps orgamizetiens had local arganizations at cur

Touring Theater, with the exception of the tnade uvnion, Above
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& eertain intellectual level,even the regime HEEE desisted from
fercing these organizations, because it inew that mobody would
“aks them seriously. Al thia level it was mutually ignored.
The Party.

To on/ o those advantages and to comply with those ckligations
which wore comnected with membership

lio onr "mad to" enter. These things wore in close relationskip
with cach Iandividual's interssts amd charscter. Not entering
the Party meent, in genersl, only ¥5IFYX positional risk.

Yart of my answer 1is implied in my answer to the previous queation,

cpd I should add that those wanted toenter the Party whe were
Comminints out of convietion, These, however, were very few and
rebua’ly they hed some comncection to the Farty alrezdy befors
or during the PEFEEE war. I cemnot take seriously that type of
conviciion which comes to light after ~n exirvemist regiwe haé

eatzbliohed iteelf, and in such people who traditionally have wery

1ittle ‘n common with this reglme. /Amwong Partymmbers a very
higk percentages was represented by the peitty bourgecisle and
reazantiy. It has been a comstant effort of the Party t?#%ﬁm
ite socilal composition, that is to incirzase the ratio of the
workers. Werking-class elements were irbroduced into the  Party
Threugh the forced merger with the Socizl Democratic Party, that
vas ons of the reasconr why the Communict Party insisted em the

merger.
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The Party member could helieve, if he so desired, that he is
participating in the so-called bhullding of the Party at occasions
provided for by the democratic centralism, This was the right

of the Farty member. His duty was to carry oft humbly and
sarvilely evary order which was entrmusted to him in the name of
the Party.

ies. For imstamce a revee star, wife of a great industrialist,
the letter having been imprisoned by the regime. She diverced him,
tesides 8E she wes on emtirely a-political persom. She became a
goed actress later. Her professienal cualities ensured her
sxistence, yet she entered the Party (sometime 1m '53 or '5L),
ATtervards she has renaiped as a-political as she was before;

she was alloved to one of the so~called "artists' ships” and she
used 1t for leaving Hungary for geod. I am asking: why did ERE
mhe erier the Party? Ancther example: duriag the was he was a
tusgarr officer, later he becsme a bad zctor, he courted the woman
Farty secrebtary, she became pregnani, cnd thasks to “wma Ratke
he was ¢bliged to narry ber. They made a Party member of him,

ke rerained 25 bad an actor =8 he wae before., I am asgking: why
¢id he enter the Party?

Tee. This question supports my previovs thoory.that ie, that
nqg"wcrking!;mm entered the Party afber 1648, A worker
would not have been feced with the nececsity te chanze hisX life
znd his personality becauss he became & member of a workerg' party.
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Blemernis allen to the working masass, lLouwever, when they entered
the Party, had to sssume, naturslly, a false attitude, mﬂm’b
to offer & too cmrantm:pietm to vhat is generslly/dSHEerdi
to he that of a workers' party member.

Fecauvce, in the coeurac of the years, tloe chjectives of the Ferty
had besn modified, changed and ,in the Tirst place,those Comsumiste
¥he wore inm illegality befors the war, becene disappointed. They
rgalized that they were helping an =xploitation which was mare
horrible than anythilaz they had known hefere, that they are the
executiven of the dictatorshiy of an eitremely small group.

The popgibilites were very limited.

o,

Yea.

Yea. I worked in s field which wae inlerior to apd different
frar 1y qualifications.

The politicel camittee was the executive power which, between
WO corgresses, dirccted the Farty. The political cammittee
itsel! was directed by Rakosl, and from 1956 &hk Gero,

The worst posaibile, They have handed over the country entirvely
e the Soviet Uniom and they have creaied by fire and sword the
mnest desperste coanditions.

“he polley of the Party 1s comtinuousl; chargéng, according to
The prévalling needs of the mewent. They had a different poliey
wcll 1948, they cranged their preogrenm then they introduced the
ome-perGy system, in coamectiem with Tugoslavia ,fer instarnce,they
have mbandoned the proletariar internationalism, sndé agaim they
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changed thelr policy sfter the reconciliatlon with Yugoeslavia
nad tolen place, They were Inclined, lmmediately before the
Revolubion and during the Revolution, 5o emphasize the natienal
characteristies only to return later %> the glorification of kesc
ate, T 4o nos comslder the Commmist Party as 2 party, but only
2B & ool for the achievemert of the grels pursued by Soviet
imperialisn,

{7) Yo (only 4o the trade union).

(7 a-k) Yot appliecable.

(7 1} Tn my opinien they functioned very badly, heesuse they eould not
falfil the tenk for which they vere creoaoted, namely to help the
Party in the dlrection eof the country.

(7 n) The workers did not like the trade wnions. They could not
underatand, s 1t canmot be understocd emag today, that trade
unleons are {ighting aot for the 1ntere-.stal of the workers, but

Tor the strenghfening cf dictetorshir and exploitaticn,
Very fewn.

(8)

{9) They were badly organized, and what they wers supposed to support)
wag also bad.
(10 o) Commurist tervor affecied every manifestation of life, free

exprosaion wes irpiesibls those opiniono
namitesiailon of opinlioy, even 1f/#iwy had 3 constructive purpose,

they

[ were not judzed by thelr intention and were not Judged by people
wacee lstelligenece would have permittec them to perceive the
compbiuctive clement, and all this was extremely distressing for

to
the peocle. For instinece, the erltilclze Rakosl before his politic
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dowirfall, X8 or to eall attention to the objectives of the land
reform after the miveient of collectivization has been launched,
or to speak, in commection with the Soviet; of the right teo
sell-determination of the mmall naticns. ete., all theee would
bave hed econsequonces which nobody dored to risk. Put even down
e the amallest things,the influence of' Commmist terror conld
be fﬂtiﬁ: A friend of mine was imternsd for two years and 9 nontihsy-
because/ment to see a documentary f1iims shown by the British
Council and om his leaving the bullding he wae arrvested by the
EVH and disappesred for the above-ment:oned time. An elderly
lafty of srdsteoeratic descent, whom I lnew, was sentenced to life
‘mprizcrment, because in the espresso which she cwned the Buesis

B

diseussed \allegedly spying activities inm 1940, 2lsc those who
vere merberd of the Communist Pearty.or even filled leading
positions Therein, lived under the shadow of the sare terror.

Ve only have to think of the ¥EEZ trial of Rajk or the interument
cf Gabor Feter, ete., ete. Everybody felt 1t, either through
his own experience,or through people 1n his circle of friends

aad acquaintances,and nobody kacw )When the TLEE fist of terror
would rcach him. MMy father-in-law was :In charge of the eonstruetioc:
of a railwey line between Mohacs and Pces and 2t the cecasion of
oz of bie imspectioms Etm spot, he called to the attemtion of
two worikers who were having th2ir lunch under a rallway cutiling,
that the place wes Jdangerous and that they should go to git
comewhere elge, Then he contimved his inspeetion tour and the
workers did not heed his a@vice; there was a landslide and
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they were killed, ¥y father-in-law wae then arrested and
submitted to lengthy questioning; only the deposition of his
driver, who happened to be a Party member, saved him from
i.n;cenment, despite the fact that asecording to the law he had
no responsibility in the matter.
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The AVE tjan organized, after the end of Werld Wy II, by Laszio
Rejk, cbviously not on his own :inttiatir~ » By mek'\ng se of the
experiencefl of the NEVD, amd for tae purpose o defod the gtate
from the so-called enemies of the peopl:, imtermal wg externzl,
A, the beginming 1t operated as part o the police, wiler the
leadership of Gabop Peter; later, as *r» as I lmow 1 1950, it
Wwas freed fron the suthority of the Min‘stry of Interic and
received mer umiforme, and was placed adiveetly at the divosal of
the Politburesn., At this tim2 the gecope of ite tesk was zig
widenec , amued detachmeats were orgaaized within its raniiE,
yeung ren wino came up ror military serrice were enlisted im ithge
ﬁetaehrantsgif they wers thought to be reliable beeause of thoit
scelal origia, Xts headquarters were 3 the beginning = XEX

80 Andrespy Street. from where it aspread o the adjacentv bulldings
at fantastlc costn. amd egain later, when the pregence in the
heart of the eity of such am overaized Twicher's THEEX shop d1d
not seen depirable, they moved into a bhi'and new building on
Jaszal Mevi Square, which was originally imtended for the use of
the Hiniztry of Interior. The fromtler guard wes also recrganized
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and attached to the AVH, the diiference being marked by the color
of the ribboa on their caps, roayal blue for the AVH and greea

for the fromcier guard. The ATH arrested people whenmver they
thouxht it necessary; some of those who wers arrested and comld
not be pentenced according to the parsgraphe of the criminal code,
vere ‘nterned, and those whom they had the courage to bring to
trial,were "prepered” for the trials. The alresdy mentiomed lady
aristocrat. who was arrested in commectilon with the Mindszenty-
trial. and after a revision of the casc was released after some
gix years, L0ld me the fellewingt Afber her arrest, azt the
beginning, abe was questioned, but bezquse she was vmable to
"eonfesn’ what they wanted to hear fram her, the methods of the
queatliondyy; became ipmcreaslngly rough. First they wanted to wear
ber out, they worked with ex:miners ia relay, they €id not glve
her anything to eat, they dld not let her sleep, they made her
£tand by tha wall z»d if she moved they beat her., She collapsed,
they beot her until she came to, then sgzain they best her unmtil
ghe collzpaed agaln. this was repeated several times, them she
vas locted uwp in a cell, where ghe could mot aiﬂu:;j%;c?ﬁt the
swrface of the floor was campesed of pyravid-phaped protrusions:
very viiong light wes turned on, the walls were bhlack and white
in a cheseboard pattern and cemblned with spirel lires (extremely
trylag for the eyes and nerves), some shirill muslie was scresming
tarouph megaphones! che doez not kmow low long she was there, but
even after all this, she could not tell anything khich was expected
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from her. Then they began to heat her zgain, asgaln 2o result,
Once she Weo hit cn her head amul passed out. UVhen she recovered
her genoes, phe fouvd herpelf In a cofortsasble archair, in an
expensively snd besutifully decorated gtudy. Somebody, whom she
cauld nob see beccuse the person was behind her, offered her a
eup of coffoe, wvhieh ghe drank, and then e began to write om the
many wailte sheete whailch were lying before her on The desk. OShe
does not know whet she wrote. OShe does not know whether it was
dictated te her or whether;ha wrote by herself, she does mot know
how long she wWrote, the only thiag she remeumbers is that she filled
with her writing countless wihite sheets. She does not know hefore
wiiieh court ghe hed o account for her alleged crimes, she does
b ko w were there beaidell her, the only thing she remenbers
is that taey asked her whether ghe wrote the pages they showed to
her, 4o whieh she had to reply im the affimmative. XA She does not
e ia vaich prisen she was confimed, despite the fact that nore
than glx years have degzed since her arrast. She was released
frem tne Concemtrstioa Prison (Gyujtofoghaz) at Koébaaya. her health
campletely miined, |
Anothner example: An engineer, alfter the war, maasger of am
menofactured
{mportant electrenics factory., The factory/liEsmisked electrical
talivery %o
precilglcn izstruments fox/ Soviet Russiz, He divorced his wife
and HE lived with his girl friend, who was woriing ';. the Imatitute
of Cultural Relations in an important popition. The instrmments
mamufactured for tne Soviet were aecepted at delivery, but
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subsequently conceanled defects were discovered im them. (Was the
defect imtentionzl?) I don't Imow, dput I think yes. The couple
attended an officisl dimmer in one of the great hotelas in Budapest.
Both ware found desd in one ¥ of the reuns of the hotel: the
deathe were not madfe publie, the fanily was not notified; and
at the burial only the Party secretary of the factory was present.
The mza bad a daughter, about: 15 years nid: she was guestionad
for deyn as Lo what she knew ahout her Tather's being engaged in
sny activities end 1p the inmterest of which of the Western powers.
Finally they let her goy later the Party mecretary of the factory
iaforped the girl that her father and hiz friend are dead zmd
that he wae present at the burilal.

inother ezample: Young man, 26-27 years old, son of a
high-raiing offlecsr in the Horthy-repine, G his mother died
when be was very young and h?:ﬁfrm uvp in a boarding mhunl‘ﬁ,
and ppent his vacstioms in the villa of his father. At the
approach of the Russiean troopsz, his father comnitted suleide.
Heé studled wniill his baccalsureate in an eccleslastical school,
attervards he begen his atudies at the Faculty of Medicine, ia
XA 1948 or 29, Kz i@ a freskman when he is arrested, he is beaten
up, brutally tortured and BYOUNdscciniwy fOor instance, when
he is made to atand by the wall., becauss according to his
tortursrs he i3 not standing in the preper way, they stabliEl with
a pocket kmife waderr hig knce. Despite all this, be is unable
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o enmeer the guestion where his fether, whe allegedly was in
geeret mervice, keplt his papers. He 1s being dragged from one
place: Lo the other, and after three menths, while he iz beling
trapuporsed, somewinere in the neighborhood of Vac, he is throwm

out of e car., He gels somehow to a hispital, he is mursed by
priepts, he recovers his health, and he is refused at the Universit)
when he vantg %o eontinuve hig studies. Ie lives of odd jobs. then
agaln he 13 arrested. tortured agaln, axd sgaln aet free. All
this is repeated a third time. Finsglly ERIEGE thesge persecutlons
phopBEd smd be succeedifie in finding a job a8 a worker im a chemical
factory. Ee becoms2s foreman, he gets dlstinguished for hils good
work, and is being honored as an outstending worker (Stakhanovist).
They gend hin to an official photograrher to have hia plcture taken
in order o be published im the trade parers. By chance, there he
rimsg into Laszlo Piros. im whonm he recoinizes one of his torturers.,
He is slso belag photographed on the cecagion of his promotion.
Pires zaxs him: “Where do I know you from, young man?” KEZE
Whereuzoa ke tella hin. Pirves replies: "So you see that, im the

entd, ve HEIE succeeded in naking 2 Man out of you."
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I have already mentloned that there was 2 bullt-in so-called
liaison to the Ministry of Interior; the whole system was based
on thie.

See sbove (b).

Thelr privilegea werse In the nature of materisl benefite. It is
not true what Rakosl said once: 'The AV is surrounded by the
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love of our people.” And the regime did not offer Ghenm greater
athoT af it can be sesn

securlcy than it did to ang/citizgen of the country,/SEEEERITDOCLY
in the ceees of

(10:1) ORI nIxsseR Gahor Peter, Palffy, Ra.gk,g? The question does
not ccorwespond te the exaet sitmatlon: as far as I can see this
i9 hor Che systen worked: part: of the porsonpel of the AVH was
gdnitied openly as sueh. they vore unvifomy, ete. There were
cihers . wacrce employment with Ghe AVH vop uot revesled openly,
povertanlegs they worked for tihwe AVH llke the others, such as
ﬁﬂﬁ depzrinsnta of imentigm:mﬂ;fgmﬂ:er-ﬁ@im 2 ete. Beside
éﬁfﬁh&re vere meny Dumetlomaries, whw were not directly pald
by the WH, like the chiefs of personnel deparimenis, Perty
gecretacies . marsgers of indusirial onf other emterprises, ehc.,
wae also gouated suomg thelr duties Lo watch over the political
g2euriky of the state; probably there were other perpsons who
made denunelaticn thelr buslness oub of perponal zeal, however,
T cann't pee what particular advantage (his could have mesnt for
them, zind, flaally, it wes declared o he the duty of every
¢itizen to lnform the authorities of my enti-gevernmental activity
they may aseve kmeowledpe sbout, This wes to be considered so
seriova o €Guty,thst those who were foupd B or thought, not to have
complied with it, faced eriminal law precedure. Hha‘!i:ﬁm, they
iaternad the family menbers of those convieted for politieal
r2egons, on the hasiz of the threry that certainly they knew about

something walch pessibly even the conviched person dbd not Imow.
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The fact that the questiom i3 ssked,points to the arswer that it
wes bed. Fad the ralatiens veen geod, there would have been an
reed “o eatsbliph 3 peparate AVH. The part of the police was
rubercingte, Just as practiecally everyining was subordinated te
te AV,

heve lreafy mentioned thai the AVH vas subordinated 4o the
rellt. el comittee of the Parby.
L weg aot crresbed, nor any of 1y close Triends; bdut it happened

e sae of ty acqualntances.

a.bse) See anawer to Questiom 10, a2,b.

i)

.
i

Thers 10 no way to establish any regulariiy im this connection.
lo.

Thig gloo bad a great vardety of ways f.md mepng, but of course
not wl o everybody conld one get in tq:h

© have o personal. Imowledge cf them,

L ko it evervhody kuows.

cuestion LI and subdgquegtions a2e wot apolilcable,

I canpol give advice,

Ho. To be an athlete or an artist is relstively the safest.

Eo.

Ho. there Zs no such personal coanectilon who would 1ift his 1ittls
fingex o balp scebxiy whe iz ia troviile for political reascan,
The explan~tion is that nobedy lnows, 1Y a persen is srrested,why
b2 i3 amerted, avd consequently; he carnot be sure whether his

iuf'luence vould be sui'fleien: Lo elear a person arregted for
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velltical reasons, The lack of help then was not iy & matter

of good intentions, but ef Lupossivilitvy,

Py all neaca. Bverything caa be eoncealed watil it is found oub,
UF eovrae cverybody was trying to minliize their social baelkground,
tothing e ne.

filencs im polden, Tt helps 2 lot but iz does mot sxclude
anysirial, Lotasse wo llve smong human icinzs.

Thalt clvayn depends on the mementary politiecal situstion: we only
have 19 thiak,for instance,of the Yugoslavs. or the Rusalan Jewish
floctora’ nade, ete,

iee, tatre sere fluctvetiens. The terror wes as ite EIES height

im the vears 1949-50, by 1951-52 everviedy was imbimidated. frem
1953 on the terrer eeped gradually, Jfpart from the temporary
reaetion 1 ich felloved the remcval of Tmre Nagy frem his govermucn
{a4s fivet).

In 193 the e were purges in the Commadst Party, aftervards 1o |
tas So

W

Lel Democratic Party, aftermiards the clergy. 2te.

See arg er o Question 14,

Camparad to prececding yoars, the situation has eased considersbly.
The Govirrrient lteelf took care of dlscrsditing the AVH, though
not del’berately, but out of necessity. The rehsbilitation eof
those liveived in the Rajk process, and of others in other politieal
rocesnto, The arvest of Mlhaly Farlas awi his son Vladimir; the
latter wag =~ eolorel of the AVE and Che perponal torburer of Kader,
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L% weg deelcive., The wicinity ef the Sovist, the Soviet cecupation
o' Bongery -ud her belng surrcunded by zoumtries where Soviet
Ltleelony 1%; :impﬂsf.-?ﬁ.. vwere the fTacterr =hich brought about the
preger’ situation of Eungary. ‘
There o ne doubt that in every imporiant matter the decision Wes
rade in Ungcow, in ratters of lesser mportimee,in Hungary. Hescow
gare towe leadieg principles, Humgary ha® the right of putting ©
inGo practice,

In matsera of decisive importance, the evenis were always precadel
by socr» zort of an asgroememt made on an internstional level. For
imptarce e armletice treaty, the Sovist-lhmgarien friendship anc
mitual zspistance pact, econdnic agresments. Warsaw Pact, ete.

The lesder: of Hungery were Soviet eitizems: EHakepi, Gero,
Hageduvs, etc, The character of direct pressure becane indistinguis
able, ¥hieh circumnsiarcce cauged that ir Hurgary a sibuation arose,
wileh aculd not have even occurred te lz2gding politicisne of &
conntyy e ring & Dore advantageous geographical position, bub

nob even o Hupgarisnsg under differentc circwunmstances,

o,

The Sovist influence was probably most promounced in the AVH, in
thae Aymy, i the Police, im the ministriea of economic character
Fanfl the Mirdstry of Forelgn Apfalrs and in comnection with nore
dmpert ut covmomle spbarprises. It was 1l3es pronounced in educa-
Glomal . guliural, acd sport matters, otc.

w2 Soviet rerpcarel vere so-called experts stiached to the lmmedls
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Lurrounings of the minilster im the varisus ministries or to btho
dmnant vnt o the more Importasnt indestrisl enterprises, lilke
T alwinn industry. The exploitaticn of the vranlum ore vas
Tatirel wier Ruesian direetiom, in the form of 2 Russiiu enter-
srime . loe situastion wams gimilar in the oil industry. {ur news-
wper.  be egsap. unocovered the fact that the chie? dulegabtie of
coangiy Ue the United Hations, Peter Mcs, in a Russlian oil engineos
Sl s ¥ Romdvkttorov, he c:ze to Hungery in 1045 ané thak's
weem v Jegroped Bengarian., Proof to our havisg touched upon the
st ol bF o matter was the recall of Feter llon frawm Ghe U.H. end

e Penivel Prom the srema of foreipn offsica.

Cozanne tee s were efraild of retertion.
Ln pinsderl axanple ia that, for instsace. one kaied Ralosl epd

DD a0 30t evey say so; as far as Stalin was consorned, one

1

oG rpeplk of hin an AT he were a god. There wvas = scemery shi’i
Tupldey »f gl the Teouring Theater Campsny. who was a Jormer Probest o
wlnisvedr, Tk nab JOEPES probebly was not a "peece priest”,hecauso

degplic the Laet thet he had four children. he wes called in to

=

LIS ) gerrice, e was doing his service in the Ay, when came
the 2ot el Decemker, the dirthday of Stalin, when the meldlers,
for oo brablem,reccived also wine e their meals. His master-
tergecul toid him So ﬁr:tng to the heglth of Stalin. He refused,

fe war intermed for three years. Etc.
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Ay whem I know well amé trust, itk

7. could not be compbtrued to have political relerdence,

had to be ailent or one had to spprove.

ons
1% ths terror Wwas not entirely comsolldabed 19%:

antil
. terror as inereasingly strongbacnsi, ocd FEAEE

11ized on its ¥ hedghh. The depth of “Eulin wnd
gt off Itwre Nagy started e proooan of goeadupl
Sed wntil the Revolutlon.
ried to.
agnnpcticn with my apartment.: - ves ot Glvorocsd
keap Hwo
vet we were able tof BEFEURE separsie speriments.
» epovgh with these probleus.
ltn there were certaln comditionz to e abacrvod:

5

oty e trmnsferred out of town T 20 Gilice

whe peine

an et czgured ia the sare localiby Jov the wile
man sise zorking. HNobody ceuli be tramafexracd o

Lo werlcivg eonditions to thal wravicusly be. d;

it 3% & dlseliplinary came. Byt evau L such

erpen in question was maxried, Ghe [Mirat-nentloned

In g2ueh 3 gituestis ore Crind 0 iziee
afficlia

compections, who,through thelr TEEEIBALLIEIT

are aiid.

orbaee, could give sufficleny

veleght o thel:

perseon in questien should not bDe Trapalersac
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the interest of
out of 'ecnsiderations for/the psople's economy.  Unfertunately,
on® could mot always find such a cemncction. In prectice, those
cases could be considered exceptlomal, in which the protection of
the family, ?uﬂranteer:[ by law, or persor: ! intervemntion would have
be2n respected.
B2 could quit. He had to ask f'or the cor 2nt of The enterprisen
he was ¥ working for, which he usually chiained. The praetice
was s0 widespread that ia the end, in ee¢):ain hranches of industry.
loyalty premiums were paid to those who vorked far a certain length
of time at the same place of employment, Tor insteauce in the mining
induatry or the building dnduatry.
In such a case there was not much chance <o have the case reversed.
Already when granting sdmisaion to umiveilsites, carefu. consldera-
tion was given to the ratle by soclal baclgground, in order Yo hnave
a new intelligentsia above reproach from the peint of view ol
scclal composition.
The regime was weak from every point of iowe view, only the
terror it exerted seemed to be FEEE pericct.
We car only speak of paseive resistance, apart frem a few excep-
tional cages. (Which were the exceptionil cases?) For imstence,
when the prasant attacked with a pltchforic the collector of the
cempulsory quota; as a matter of facet ©hila was not even 80
exceptional.. Passive resistance took manyv forms; for instance,
st Szeged they were installing a large fcitlle conesrn (kombinsat ),
which was equipped with mschines imppried from Russla. The
installation of the machines was superviied by a textile engineer
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friend of mine, whe had studied either in Germany or France, He
told me the following cmeuatim,nilich“mwmard between two
workers: A: "Look, Comrade, what n big/i"® there is in this
wheel (workers' slang to say that the axi: was improper), though
i1t i1s the product of the Soviet industry, which is laadi* in

the world." B: "Never mind, what does nuch a ml]}'“ matter'
in such a big country’-- and they went on installing the fau.'.pr
wheel. Another example: An actor had te rlay a part where, for
instance, he was the manager of a Soviet feetory, whe was to
deliver a speech in faver of the raising of the norms. By strasge
coincidence, he suddenly discovered that he was suffering from

a deviaticn of the nasal septum, which di¢d not bether him for
thirty years., but now he had to have an cperation.,.

Sez above,

The intellectuals and the peasantry. The former, because they were
coavinced that the regime is leading the country into catastrophe,
and they were proved right. The peasants ;because Iin the everyday
life conflicts arose continuously.

The employees of the state and party apperatus and the worirers.
The former, because they were a type of people which has no
independent opiniOn and alweys serves the regime in pouwer. The
workers, because beside =211 theX® lies wjich were going on, and
according to which "everything happened in the interest ef the
workers," 1t was necessary for the regimc to give some tangible
proofa of their contention that the werkers had a leading rols

in the life of the country. For instance they had the opporimity
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to make a career in ether occupationsl branches, for instance
become the chief of a persomnel department, manager, party secretary;
efforts were made to zolve their houszing problems, for instance
the bulilding of EEF apartment houses for workers; vacationing plan;
facllities to buy on instalments furniturs, radio, ete; oppoffmity
of study for theilr childrenX, scholarships at universities; Egummk

| greatly imersasad
opportunity for further specialiiszation in veriovs cwxiiie and technical fidlda.

(19 4d) Naturally it decreased. because there was =n easing of the
sltuation,

(19 e) It gradually decreased., From 1953 or therc was a growing tendency
of democratization of life in Hungary, which d1d not Iinduce
reslataace 1n people, but en the comtrary, o feeling of relief.

It was the swakeming of the critigeal spirit whieh gathered in
nementum during 1955-56, as compared to the preceding years.

(19 r) There were mo orgenized resistance groups, everybody arrived
individually, en the basis of their cwn bitter experiences, to
the necessity of opposition. The cessation of consprilacy and
treason trials would zlso peint to this theory. In 1955, a
Cormunist Party member Journalist ceuxmented to me,how a=pelitical
andl reminding of Stalinist times was the speech of Rakosi just
held in the stadium at X Ceepel. He maintpined that he could
dipeover symptons of & deranged mind in R liosi when listening to
hiz speech,and when he heard it asgain over the radie, he found
that improvements had been made to it by sound technique.
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Yes. The break with Tito has divided the Humgarian Workers' Party,
which seemed to be unified until that meament. The differences
which came to the surface were sett’'ed in a drastic fashion by

the stromger %aﬂtim. See the ta.*l;a of Rajkﬂ?‘nd his companioms .
Later differences arese in the ce:rying out #m the forced resetilement
and intermment Trom Budapest, se¢ the Kadar case. Differences

arose in commection with economic ané political questions: see

Imre Nagy and his group. Later cn differences arose in the questlon
of consistent appliecation of St:linism: the fall of Rakesli. These
and differences of lesser imporlesnce, all contributed to the :ra:}gl
upsetting of that perfect unity thich is indidpensable to the
maintaining of a dietatorship: :!so they helped the formation of
revisioniet factions, the diverge:t actions whereof finally led

to the disintegration of the Part' and the HUGESEXX regime.

IN Hungary, in every fleld of lifc, the leading role of the Party
made itself felt. Therefore the ef'fect of the slightest fluctuation
in the Party could be felt in any other sphere and thus, matursily,
within the Army also., That is why the state power could not rely

on the Army during the Revolution.

Very much so: see reasons zbove.

Very much so; see agbove.

During the greatest terror there w:ie ssbotage and also sabotage
trials. BMost probably there were also slow-downs. I only know
about the cases which were publicizod through the press, becausc
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I was not working in the industrial field.

The Petof'i Circle emerged much earlier than the MEFESZ, with a
constructive purpose. They based themselves on one of the funda-
tental prineiples of the Party, the principle of criticism and
gelf-ciriticsm, It is 2 peculiar feature of the regime that IX
i# ite characteristies are being analysed by intelligent people,
then the inatitution where this is happening becomes a basis of
resigtance., The VEFESZ was created so to speak hours before the

breaking out of the Revolution and had am exclusively
revolutionary character.

T waes more or less feniliar with the events., They were endeavoring
to bring about an improvement within the framework of the given
posgiblditics and the existing system, which would have made life
not only more bearable, but also more decent. (What did they
actually do to achieve these aims?) The novement was started by
the wikiters, in the first place by Tibor Dery, Gyula Hay, ZolGan
Zelk, ete. The novel entitled Niki by Tivor Dery was one of the
signs of tl;aa change of mood in Hungary. [nother center of
activity was smidst the people connected vith the theater: the
directors, stege menagers, and actora; there were certain possi-
bilities which would be exploited in comnection with the composition
of the repertoire and the interpretation of the parte. Then there
were the university professors, Imre Nagy, who was teachlng at
the Agricultural Faculty of the University of Technology had a
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groaat many followers; there were a great \any young pedagogues
vho, in their ocwn field, were trylng to pre the necessity for

changes ,
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From domestic newspepers, from both domestic and forelgn radio,
and from ascquaintances and friends who were hetter informed
than I was.

It would be impossible for me to# establish un order of importance.

Yen.

I subscribed th the following papers and magazines! Magyar Nemzet,
Irodalmi Ujssg. Miivel: Nép (a review put out by the publishing
office of the Communist Party), [udas Mstyi, a political comic
paper, and later the Hét£81 Hirlap; I also read Béke es Slgaﬁ:g.
a popular magazine, ai€l trade papers like Szinhaz e
Pilmmlivdszet (Theater and Film Art) and Szinhds es logi {'.l‘lnater
and Movie), the former a high-class professional peifodical,

the latter on a more popular level. Occasionally I also read the
Szsbad Nép. which wes avallable to me in my office.

See sbove.

Because these papers contained in what I was interesied or wanted
to be inffrmed sbout.

None.

Yes. It contaired reviews on the various performance: clipped

¥ out from different papers, and other information comyected with
the theatrical life; mnotlces concernijfng vacationing., the
activity of the Conciliation Committee, etec. Compared .0 the
average wall newspapers, ourg was of a much higher leve. and 1¥
did net have the agressive party-politicsl touch. For Instance,
one of my dramaturgist friends wrote a brief tale, 1n che shyle
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of La Fontaine, sbout the self-admiration of our director; it

is true that he almost lost his job because of it, but soon
afterwards one of his plays was produced aad had a tremendous
success, so he could stay.

The wall paper recorded or commented the events conmected with =
particular place of employment, whereas the newsparers deslt with
questions of a more general interest.

Yes.

I received several French and Swiss French magazines, which were
brought to me by my friends Z when they returned from theilr travels
abroad. This was in 1956, before that I saw foreign publieations
only seldom.

I was interested inm them because they gave me the taste of a way

of editing a mewspaper which I heve been nissing for long. Amother
Thing which was interesting about them was that they also contained
material other than exclusiyaly politiecal,
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Before the Revolution, no. After the Revolution, yes. After

the Revolution illegal leaflets mpnm'eﬂ in hwe quantities,

ealling for various forms of resistance, strikes, and demonstrations.
The publication of ocur paper, Igazsdg, has becom: impossible

after the occupation by the Russians of the printiig office. Then
it seemed important, beside the papers published by the Commmist
Party: Népszabadsdg, the paper of the Couneil of Tr:ie Unions:
Népakerat, and the psper of the Amy: Honved, all of which,

put in particular the Népszsbadgdg, were trylng to jus.ify,

to explain,
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and even t¢ make popular the Russian sgression snd the role of
Kadar and hie EL0ME clique, to publish a paper which would give
expression te the true opimions of the population, teo its expec-
tations with -egard tc the future, free from the biases of the
Commnist Tarty. The Great Budapest Workers' Councill took repeated
stepe te obtain from the Govermmeat the authorization of the
publieatlon of our parer, Evem the papers Népakarat and Homvéd
aupported this atep. But the Government remained firm in its
refusal, therefore, ir view of the urgent need for publiecity of
certain problems, we decided to publish a mimeographed news
bulletin. Altogether six issues saw the light, with a eireulation
of 5-6,000 copies. This mimeographed news bulletin, despite the
fact that it appearsed under a differemt nzme, in its objectives
remained loyal %o its legal predecessor and 1t wanted to serve

the cause of upholding the nmational feelinz and consciousness.
The paper centained ipformation regarding domestic policy, obtained
through personal comnections, cammentaries on offieial statements,
and news talen from dorestic snd foreign radio broadcasts. It
played &n importanmt rcle in the direction of the different mani--
Testations which toolk place after the crushing of the Revoluticn.
Thus the organization of the silent demomstration of the 23rd of
November, of the boyecotting of the Govermment prees,which was
distorting the true fects, also the burming of these papers, and
of the women's demonstration on December 4, With the arrest of
the editorial staff, this mest important illegal press organ of
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the after-revolution period was also forced into silence. (How
was the circulstion ensured?) With the help of our numerous
friends it was distributed in plants, factories, in more important
institutions, in the street among the people standing in line

for food, and wae posted on the walls of the builldings.




No. 151 "A" INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION ¢ MR  p.14§

(3 2a) I liked the Italian neo-realistic £ilms, the Freach films, and I
Was extremely intercsted im the artistic efforts which characterige
the Hungarian film preductions during the period of which I mm
thinking (I thought of a month im the sprimg of 1956). Seome of
these films were quite remarkable, for instance "Hit and Run"
{"Gdzolds" ), "Carroungel" ("Kérhinta"), "A Small Glass of Light
Beer" ("Plccolo, vw:légos").

(3 ®) "he Fungarian Tilms tried to educate under the form of enterdi-
Galmmemt; they chose a subject on current problems of the existing
gociety. Despite their bias, they arrived at truly artistie
achievements. It was noteworthy in itself that they treated subjeect
Which previously people did not even dare to discuse. For instemee
in the film entitled "Hit and Run,"” a Commmist judge 1s faced
With the problem of choosing between hir love and his loyalty to
his clase. The sub,ect of the filme "Ceorroussel” was sbout

I
farm colleetivization, but there was no 'happy emﬂ.ng" congigting im
Joining a colleetive farm.
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des.,

I have already mentioned my preferences; I want to mention
especlally the "Ballon rouge"” which I saw at a private showing
and T was delighted with it.

Yes.

I read quite a few books, but I couldn't give a figure.

Here are a few titles I can remember now: Domestic literatunr:,
by Tibor Déry: Unfinished Sentence; foreign people's democracy
literature: by Ilya Bhremburg, Melting (this was on indem by the
regire, but I obtained a copy of the Writers' Union); Western
literature: by Uptom Simclair, Lemmy Budd (7 volumes) . I also
remewber Ararat by Zilahy, there were very few coples avallable
in Hungary beceuse the book was put on index by the regime. e,
In the eircles in which I moved I had no difficulties to fimd the
booka I wanted te read, but im gemeral it was not poessible to
obtain these books from pufblic libraries or bookshops.

Arpdd Tdth, ndy, Amatole Framce, emd many othera. See above.
3ee sbove.

Yen,

Yes, I had twe of them, one in my office and one at home; they
were good sets. but I don't remember the make.

Classical music, sometimes play#s., and regularly the news.
Because I like music and theater, and as far ss the news were
concerned, I wished to be informed of what was going om.
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I always listened at least to the midnight news and in the moming.
Either at home or a: my office, or at my friends' house, or at

my wife's.

Yes.

Free Europe, Voiee of Ameriea, BBC, Because I was interested im
the news.

Mostly at night.

The EBC seemed to b2 the most objective in judging the Hungarian
situation. The Veice of &merica was alse popular in Hungary .

this is proved by the fact that in order to counteract its
influence, a play was written under the title of "Velce of America,'
and it was produced in one of the first-class theaters in Budapest.
(Pia you see it?) o, unfortumately I did not get around to
seelng it. My impression of the Voice of America was that they
did not kmew well enocugh the situation in Humgary, and this applies
act so much to the events themselves, but to the gignificance
thereof; anfj extrencly grave situation obtained in Hungary , TR
and the Volce of America treated it,on the ome hand,with too

light humer, om the other hand,it broadcast bombastie foreign
policy commonplaces which were not tramslated into practice,
including the Revolution. In my opimion, responsible radio stati
ought to follow such a program policy which truly reflects the
actual positions EETHINEEEN adopted im face of the different
problems. Imsofar a8 Radio Free Europe is comncermed, beside the

faulis
just mentiched Em:td of program pelicy, it also fell behind the
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events and the deslred evelutiom at heme, both in artistie form

and in comtent, emd therefore it lost much of 1ts imterest; in

consequence, I and also other people limited themselves to listening

only to the news, sc that we could arrive at a just assessment

of the news by compuring the various extremes. (Could you give

me some examples of what caused discontent?) For instance when

Radic Free Europe cammented the land reform or the natiomaliszation

of plants a3 sumething ageinst the wishes of the Hungariam pecple.

One has to remember that the land reform was ome of the matural

degires of the people, it begam to become usnatural only when the

Peasante were forced into collective farms, which were not so

mueh collective farme as one form of the Russisan a:;plnitut.l;,

which was ¢alled.£&!hr this name. Or, for instance, when during

the Revolution,military experts encourazed further resistance,

in other words further bloedshed, at a time when the abandomment

of Hungary was alrerdy decided on international level. In my

opimion it waz also a mistake that they tried to discredit Imre

Hﬂﬁtﬁer he took cver the Govermment, which comtributed to the
fof the vmity ef the Revelutien and helped to clear

the road for the Russian tanks. I found the text announced by

Balazs Balogh, for instance, to say the least, in very bad taste.

(In what way were attempts made to diseredit Imre Nagy?) "He is

Just another Commmnist, etc.” -- alogg these limes. The Hurgarism

pecple expects something quite different from these radio stations.
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They don't expect suggestions as to what they ought to do at home,
but rather te be inZormed in what way the world intemds to hely:
them, or, if the world does not wamt to,or camnnot,help, they want
to be told of this, so that they can see things clearly and act
accordingly. The missiom of these radio stations is, im the first
plaece, to give ample and factual world news without commentary;
also to inform the Hungarian people, objectively and without under
estimating its cultural stendards, of especte of the life of the
free world which caa be of interest to them: a political, ecomomie,
social, and cultural cross-gection of the free world; te gilve
excerpts of muasical amd literary works of art which cammot be
obtained im Hungary; and, finally, with regard to the specilal
situation which X¥ obtaina teday, to help, and so to speak ¥s save,
those many very talented refugee writers and artists whe are
familiar with the cultural meeds of the country and who represzent
an important part ef the spiritual tressury of Humgary, and who
are doomed to be lost, handicapped as many of them mhéﬂtha
lack of Imowledge of languages, if they camnot find an appropriate
base for cultural activities.

I lmow of cases of internment.

Yesn.

Information of great variety, it would be difficult to make =n
enumeration.

There was a peculiar situatiom im Hungary, namely that somehow
everything leaked out. Everywhere, evem in the highest circles,
there were people wao were less reliable or less tight-lipped, who
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in their own circle of friends would talk about the things which
were immiment -- and s0 matters came teo the lmowledge of non-
Party people er peeple whe by their official standing would not
have been entitled to hear them., The mews then eirculated fron
one group of friemde to another. For instaace, I had knewn already
about the need for a change in the policy with regerd to the
Yugoslavas in the fall of 1955, whereas only in the fall of 1955
did it beceme publicly imeown in Hungary.

They were mere relisble., I was in a rather special situation
because I bad personal commnections through which I ebtainmed
relisble mews; I don't know to what extent this was general.
Also my place of work, the Touring Theater Company, was rather
advantageous in this respect.

In the most varied places.

There was no rule for this,

Of course thers were: higher ranking Govermment fumctiomaries,
who happemed to be placed in those positions for reasons other
than thelr loyalty te the Party, and who did not renounce fricnd-
ships which they had made¥ prior to their assuming respemsibilities.
Begide these, there were Party menbers and worker cadres from
Whom ene could get the E best ILnformation,if one was able to fimd
the proper tome,without being obliged, at the same time, te nake
any political concessions gﬁtm, For instance,our chief of
personnel talked over every preblenm with me, such as the material
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of the local Party meetings, The question of admitting persoans
lnto the Party, Covermment measures which he personally disliked, e
No, there are no coffee houses any more; there are espressos now,
which by their nature are mot adapted to political discussions:
they are much smaller and meore crowded., The former coffee houses
were converted for other uses, for imstance for cultural halls feor
"eultural brigades” of the various emterprises for their dramatics
or choirs, for restaurants,(people's buffets), or for warehouses.
It depended on the nature of the news. Iracmu' appeared

on the meetimg of the Central Committee of the Farty, I did not
belleve every word of it; bpt I could easily believe if the news
spoke of the carrying out of a death senteace. News comeeraljing
the"enthusiastic”creatinn of a collective farm left also doubts

in me, and news mpu:tina'vulmtm work offerings on the ith

of April or first ef May, did mot rimg convincing either. For
practlcal purposes, veluntary work offerings meant just another
raise of the norms.

These news which in one way or another were disadvantageous %o

the people, for imstance underwriting of peace loans, voting
statistics, etec; these were usuvally correct.

Those infermations which reflected everts sccording to the :I.ntantiJ
of the regime were less reliszble. (See answer to Questiom 8.)
During the first part of the reriod it gradually decreased, Irom
1953 on, agpart frem a few occasional relapses, the rellabllity
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of the press was increasing.

One cempared the ne#s obtained from the domestlc press, from the
foreign radio broadcasts, and frem informatiom received through
pergomal comtact. To all this one added ome's own cambinative
ability.

No, because there was centrolled radle and press in Hungary; oven
the Sgatistical Review was giving a false picture of the country's
life.

I was a subzcriber to it. During the last two years, ome could
measure through thisz periodicel the degree of ideological dis-
integration which prepared ¥ spiritually the Revolution. It
gradually departed from its purely artistic mission, 1% becsme a
political organ, ard from the articles publ:l.ag/:dm could "deduce”
the most up-to-date and most relisble informatiom.

Yes, ie my office, fairly often. I believe im free press, and
conaequently 1t was always with unpleasant feelings that I took
the Sgsbad MNep into my hands. The only differemce betweem the
Szgbad Nep amd the official Gazette was that the former alsc
publisghed movie programs and sports resultas.

Yes, regularly. I{ made a very geod impression on me, it establish
a aew tone in the Fungariam prese, though it was still far from

a free preass.

Their efforts in this direction were increasling after the pericd
of lethargy wilech vas reigning from 1950 to 1953.
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I kmew about iit; I comsider it a barbarious Weapon, but I don't
like Japanese militarism either.

I don't know, I remember that around that time I was extremely
Precccuplied by my own persomnal affairs. It is my opimien that

in final amalysis, the Korean War emded with the vietory eof the
Commupist camp, it encouraged them to continue their efforts even
more shamelessly or world domination.

I only read it in the domestic press that bacteria and items for
¢ivil uses equipped with explcsives, such as fountain pens and
pencils, were thrown among the eivil populatiem. I only resad
about these things, I had no way of verifying them.

I knew about t. The deamestic press tried to give it a character
of TINNEE revenge, attfibuting a decisive part to the pelitically
reliable formations, like SS, SA, of the former Hazi army, and the
leaders therecf. The world situation being what it is, I accept
the idea of armed coumterbalance, though in my heart I am a pacifist
I was informed about them alsc through the press; the cammentaries
had 1t that they tried imciting to war with their propagande
material, technically they were comstructed in such a way that
whers they hit the ground,houses collapsed and children were
wounded. Ip my opinion, both the balleoons and the commentaries
were lacking in seriousmness.

I was informed of it through the press. It was commented as a
Fascigt manifestation, whiech, in my thought, I completed with
factors of economic character and of national consclousness.
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(10 g) It received surprisingly sympathetic and optimistic comentaries
in the press. I KE was hoping that, on the one hand, Geneva is
the symbol of that casing of the situation which followed Stalin's
death,and of the general efforts in the direction of new solutions;
I also hoped that 1% would bring results.

(10 h) I kmew about that; I had no 1llusions in commection with their
activities. History has always been made within the boundarics
of the homeland and not in the emigration. The events have
proved me right.
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(1) First of all the essence of the regime: the dictatorship. While
maintaining the form of republic, the executive power should be
Pplaced into the hands of a govermment elected by umiversal, equal,
and free elections, The independence cf the judielary should bhe
strengthened; while maintaining the land reform, the nationali-
zatlom of large factories, mines, and bmnks, epportunity should
be agaln given to the development of free enterprise, in order
to further the economie development of the country. The system
whleh has proved successful everywhere, according to which the
citizens are the taxpayers, should be reimtroduced: because in
Hungary under this regime the state was paying taxes te itself.
The fundamental eivil rights should be guaranteed: fmqkm of’
regligion, of the press, of opimion, of gathering, of associaiiom,
TR equality before the law. The autlienomy of universities and
the right to strike should be restoreé and, finaliy, Hungary should
became a neutral state.

(1 a) ‘The land reform, the nationalization of the mining industry, of
great industry. and of banks.

(1) BSee zbove (subquestion a); in addition, the sbolition of soeial
differences, it goes without saying that the current differences,
introduced by the regime, should also be sholished.

(2) By all means. Yes.

(2 a) Yes.

(2 b) Yes.

(3) They should be free. The Hungarian pecple is sufficiently mature

politieally.,




(3 e)
(3 4)
(&)

(4 a)
(4 b)

(5)

No, 151 "A" INTERVIEW GUIDE SECTION I umn p.158

No.

Yes.

Yes.

Yes.

When the govermment ig acting against the inteiests of the people
and of the state. Suecl: was the reason, or imsiance, for the
Revolution of Oectober 195€.

The reorganization of imdustry, to be baied sn high demand for
labor instead of raw materials. Hungery was, in the first place,
an sgricultural state. The industrial dovelopnont was not in

step with the population increase, thereiore, beiore the war, in
Bungary unemployment was not an unknown jhenomenon. The development
of the industry after the war was totally unsound. Friority was
given to heavy industry, without having e¢nsured the EEL' necessary
raw materials. Im my opiniomn, marufacturing industry (fe'dolgozo
ipar) should be developed in Hung:ry, precision instruments, at.c.:
similar to the watch industry in “witzerland and Sweden; high
quality standard -h@.ml be reint:oduced. Agricultural export
should be brought back to its former high volume snd quality:
Tokaj, Kecskemet, Mecsek, Szeged, etc. Poultry raising, gooseliver,
salaml, Reopening to,and develoyment of,foreign tourism. Sending
of Hungarian experts, ecientiste and artists all over the world
and also to underdeveloped emtrinmrh: Wﬂi in
order to ensure some profit ofSmi~SalSavenus to the state] they

should BESEEXNEEX pay taxes.
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Yes.
considered

This is a very difficult problem, it was already/during the
Revelution, in the short-lived @ays of comsolidatiom. The regime,
though proclaiming the maticnalizition of big industry only, in
practice has nationalised the entire industry, that is euterprises
working with less than 100 weriers, Im the course of the years,
in these pleants investments were made, which were paid for by

the regime from penmies extorted from the people: peace loans,
plan loans, snd other wages withheld under vari

Restoring such expanded plamts to their former cwners would meen
glving unjustified bemefits to the foimer ommers. In my opinionm,
the former owners should be indemmified in the value which their
plants represemted before the nationalization. PFrom this indem-
nificetion, if he =0 desires, he is HK free to open a new Dlant.
This type of solution is the more desirable,lecsuse the restoration
of the factories could give occasion to sbusen, im the form nt'
political ressentiment and mtnrbiunl. on the other hand, m-
of the comtinuous fluctuation of laber, it weuld not be posgible
to indemnify those who, out of their own pockets, centributed to
the development of the plants; as a matter of faet, it would be
entirely impossible to preject these contributions by individual
Tactories and plants. Plants employing a relatively small mﬁe“r
of workers could be,for instance, converted into cooperatViles/ BIUNE
the Seendinavian patterna.

I favor the principle of progressive taxstion.
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Sea answer to Questiom l-a in this sectiom.

Yes: hard liguor, certalm luxury consumers' goods like tobaeco,;
playing ﬂmimﬂﬂ.

Wistplosigeininilis] affect consumers' goeds of prime necessity.

They are not good; they lead to the stifling of free competition.
I disapprove of the method by which the reglme nationalized the
light industry; in Humgary, as the situation now is, returh te
the original status of these branches of industry would be
difficult (see snswee to Question 6 b im this sectiomn); I would
approve of a competition which, through the reintroduction of
free enterprise, would develop betwwen the nationalized and
privately-owned clothing lndustry.

Until conditions in Hungary will return to mormal, some type of

control [In the publie interest|of the economie production is
naulu:; The characteristic feature of the presently prevailing
government planming in Hungary is that it is ageins® the interests

of the people and i1t 1is a means of exploitation.

It carmot be approved of, or duappme;ﬁm an ahulut-e point
of view; it 1s the prevailing necessity which I;deailimn

It has not workd out at all.

I eould give satisfactory answers only in connection with
conerete cases., For instance, it would be very important teo
organize the construction of apartments in Hungary according to

a plan. At an early stege, the {ree enterprise would not pay much
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(9)
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attention to comstruction of apartwents, because the importance

of the investment 1s wot in proportion with the prefit that can

be expected. The return of the capital will need severzl years'
rent and oaly after that can profit be expected. Therefere, this
i1s not an attractive fileld for free enterprige. 0z the other hand,
the moet urgent needs should be provided for im thiy field, that

is why for imstance In this field govermment planniry is necessary.
Experience throughout the world shows that it is not pessible to
apply an ideal liberalism to every sphere of supply :nd demand.,

In my opinion, only the study of each concrete case ¥ will rake it
Plain whether regulations are indicated or the free mirket ie
preferable. The main thing is that in cases when some type of
rezulations are necessary, public interest should be the sole
determinative factor.

Yes: famlly life, religious life, art, etec.

Yes: {first of a2ll he has to watch the direction into which the
state 1s developing; various dictatorships sueceed in establis in
themselves becsuse the citizems, for reasons of convenience,
indifference, or other, pay no attention to the appearance and
development of certain political tendencies, which, in the end,
bring about the ruin of the country. If a government, freely
elected by the citizens., is using the power in the interest of

the country and of the people, progress can be achieved only
through the balanced cooperation between the people and the
executive power: paying taxes, military service, respect for lais
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ard decrees. Another duty of the citizen is, for inatance, to vote.
I am in favor of progressive taxation.

IX I wish there would be such conditions prevalling throughout

the world that there would be no need for military service.

The goverrment has only duties.

Ita scope has widened, but The standard has become lower,

The peasants and those whol were previoualy engaged in free trades
: profespions. In pre-war Hungary, bhealth imsurance was organized
along occupational categories: govermment employees (OTBA),
private industrv employees (MABI), workera (OT'I), railway employees
(VBI), poatmen and ether post office employees, mine workers, ete.
Consequently, the peasants and those in free occupations were
without health insurance. The problem of the latter was sold
gimply by the abolition of free oceccupations as such; for the rest,
the several occupational health insurance cornpanies were fused
intoone top organization, which, though to the detriment eof
standards., achieved the unification of the system. The only
exception to this unified health insurance system was the hospital
on Kutvélgyl Street, which was reserved for high-ranking Party

and Government Tunctionaries, which was for imstance tThe only
place where pollo vaccine, bought for foreign exchange, was given
to the children of theae privileged pereons. The patients were
cared for at*mfin semi-private, but mestly in private rooms,

in contrast to other hospitals, where the patients were crowded;
there were wards where 60 persons would be together. The rooms
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communicated to large terraces. Th: nurses funetiored more or

leas as private nurses, most probzrly they were observing the
patients not only from the point of view of thelr state of health...
The patients received medicines (hlch were not lgur the

rest of the population and they cculd select thelr meals from

nenu cards which listed just ahout everything, Incluvding tropical
fruits. Admitted to thi:%:;ﬁtal were those sho were actually
8ick, others who wanted to ride over a dif'ficull politieal juncture,
and finally those, asent thoere by the Fart;r,_ 80 that inm political
erises outstanding Soviet doctors helped ‘b:tii in solving the
problem of gettimg out of the way embarrassiny persems... Many
mysterious stories were circulated in Budapest on this subjeet.

The main consideration im discharging the patieits was not their
state of health, but the permission of the superintendent of the
hoapital. Visiting the patients was extremely dé.fflcult, permissions
were given out by the AVOs on duty there. I paid : visit te my
director, who was hospitalized there; he was as lta'thy as anycne,
he was suffering of intrigues directed against his person.

It had not so much te do with the physicilans as wit: tie system
itself that the state health service was more superileiil than

the care glven by private physilcians.

Yes. The principle of "panem et circemses" was valil, zod since
there was less "panls," more "clrcenses" had to b2 o'feied.

¥hile the prices of consumer goods were increasingly hither, the
price of theater, movie, amnd concert tickets remaimed mwre ir less
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the same, a3 ¥E well as the fees for utilities (telephome,
electricity, gas). In statisilcs, these figures were used as
arguments when they wanted to prove the stability ef the econamic
#ituatlon. On the other hand, a2lso tho people who in every sphere
of their everyday life were saturated with politiecs comtrary to
their feeliasgs, turned eagerly to the arts and slso their poesi-
bilities of choice were relatively greater.

(12 @ e) Time elemen: was the lesger problem, people did not have enough
) i

(xx13)
(13 a)
(13 »)
(13 ¢)

(14)

(1% a)
(1 v)
(14 ¢)

money .

Yesn.

No.

Yen.

Not for the larfge majority of the population. Execeptions wese
the privilezed persens of the regime., I have spoken already of
the "komzums,"” special stores where consumer goods, including
foodstuffs, in greater variety, of higher quality, and at lower
price were svailable te the privileged persomns,

Yes,

Yes,

Yes.

Yea. There were people who privided for their needs from state-
ouned department stores, others had thelr clothes made at the
smaller trade cooperatives or im the private sector (MASZEK).
The only criterion was money. A goed, ready-made man's sult eost
500 forinte; at the cooperstives only the tailoring cest 350 fris,
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on2 had to bring, of course. the material, and there was a waiting
pericd of 2-3 months; woollen, similar to that of the ready-made
sult, cost 125 forimts per meter, but ther: were others wp to
600-700 forints per meter, A good tailor in MASZEK ssked 700-1000
forints only for tailloring. There the yaiting period was muech
shorter.

Yes, but the industrial products did not remasin in the eountry.

As the result of the development eof imdustry.

In heavy industry im the first plece, but in gemeral in every branch.
The fact that there was a developirent is good, the faet that the
products were taken out of the country was had.

See answer to Question 5 im this section.

Taking as a basis the situatlion which I have outlimed in my

anasvwer to Question 6 b, in those factories and workshcps which
remain nationalized, workers'councils, which came into being during
the mﬂutim:ﬂere suppressed lazter, should be reest:bhlished

(for detalls of workers' councils see also answer to WBVEE

Section R, 10 1). The task Eof 2?5 workers' councils weild be

the direction of = prineiple of,operation of the factories and
workshops, decisions concerning the use of profit, amnouncements

of = competitionsfor leading positions, and selectiom of tiwe suitsble
persons to fill the vacancies, and controlling the operativ:
management of the manager. The nationalization of industrial
enterprizes was Ara.ili‘;ga in Hungary, because the productiom wus
controlled by a buresucratic spparatus from ministries, and theae
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buresuerats, sittiug at their desks, were not famillar with practical
problems of prrduction amd had nothing in common with the workers.
iIn comnectizn With the cooperatives, this problem is automatically
golved »y the fact that the members themselves are working. In
copp:ction with privately-owned enterprizes, I comsider the
cxistence ¢f strong trade unions useful.

Protection of the workers' interegts vip-a-vis the employers,

that is, tke clssailcal task.

Entirely.

It should bte voluntary.

Sece answer above to Questiom lﬁ.ql The director (operative manager)
should be respoesible to the workers' council, the workers' councll
L5558 (maragement of primeiple) should be respomsible, for imstance,
to the Chanber of Industry. In the case of privately-owned
enterprises, memagement and responsibility ;':tha business of the
ouner; the right of the worker is to decide whether he wants to
werk there or not.

I condemm collectivization by force.

They were rot all bad. It was characteristic of all of them that
more was teken sway in produce and taxes than 1t was morally
sdmiseible; however, to certain cellective farma expert managenment
ssgured remarkable material results. Because in many places,
beside the excessive tazes and compulsory delivery quotas, amother
faetor to incresse distrust in the idea of collectivization was
the fact that the superintendemts of the collective farms were




(17 e)
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usually semt from the city., persons who were thought to be relisble
politically, but were rwise tetally ignoramt im agrieultural
matters, locksmiths or shoemakers, etc., who terroriged the member-
ship with their dictatorial behavior, committing at the same time
an smount of techmical mistakes. For instamce, a riece producing
collective farm' Beside the eellective fa:ru, there were also
producers' coeperatives im Hungary. The same mistakes ocbtualned

in their managemwent: high taxes, laclt of competemce. Similarly,
pressure was exerted to force membership, under differemt forus.
The main purposge im cresting the producers' cooperatives was te
increase tex revenues. In the case of agriculture, begide material
considerations, the ain of the regime was to have a political

hold on it.

In each ipdividual case, the membership should decide whether

they want to have it dissolved or maintained.

(17 d,e) The memberehip should decide in every question.

(17 £)
(17 g)

The upper limit should be 100 aeres (katasztralis held),

See sbove. Since state farms are located in the outskirts of
one or amcther village. the peasants of the respective villages
should decide what should happen to the land. (State farms were
created on lands reserved for the state /reservations/JE after
the land reform was carried out. As much as pouasible, these
lands were chosen where asgricultural machines, installed by the
former landowners, could be found.)
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Sge above,

It should be decided b the peasants.

Yes, by all measns. Tistributiom of improved seeds, establishment
before the war

of state ¥ stud fayms; 1im this respect, the organlization/of ths

Hungarian sgricu’iure was excellent “hrough the Ministry ef Agni--

culture. Thesr prewar FEBE practlces should be combined with the

experiences ‘A the Western countries, and the most remarikable

results cowld be obtaired.

They shrald be retained in state nmanagement for the purpose of

state work.,

It is.

‘hey should be separated.

Yep.

L A B SR L

No,

LA AR BN ST

No, the Churches should be supported by the faithful,

Ne, |

No, it sheould be optienal.

I would send hin to a goed school.

They should be judged imdividually. I hope that the Humgary of
the future will not be built up in the spirit of retaliation,
because the history of the past twelve years has proven that a

state system bullt on revenge cen only lead to tragedies.
according %o

(19 b,e) They should be brought to trial and tried iSO EpYEitat/ the

code
criminal/moaek. If they are acquitted, there should be no
diperimination againat them.
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Let us forglve them.

Sea 4R answer to Queatiom 19 b,c.

See above, All this should be decided mot by type of duty or
branch of service, but cxelusively by the pemal code.

A few members of the AVH were -ynched, otherwise mothing happencd
to them.

Of decigive importamee was Ghe adherence of “he Hungarians te
Christianity. In its service, the Hungarians bled at Mohl Puszia
(XIIIth Cemtury), at Mohaes (1526}, and for 150 ;2ars under the
Turkish oceupation. In the War of Independence of 1848, Humgary
was the first in the Danube basin to fight for the gieat humanistie
aims., The position taken by Humgery during the First Vorld War.
Her positicn during the Secomd World War. The Revelutiown of 1956 .,
(Freedom Fight). Hungery gave to the world outstanding artlsts
apd sclentistas, for instamee Mihaly lhmkacsy, Imre Madach, Be'a
Bartok, Tivadar Puskes, the Bolyal brothers, Lorant Eotvos,
Albert Sgert-Gyvorgyi, Kalman Kando, ete.

Yes.

Yes.

Yen.

Yes.

No.

Yes,

(21 £) Yes.
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The gevermment of Istvam Bethlen. It was under his govermment that
Hungery was brought to a relaiive economie stability after the

lost World War amd the hardships whieh befell her as a consequence
of the peace treaty of Trianem. Also,Hungary began to emerge from
that romantiec climate which np till that time was a handicap for
the country. Though thiz govermment was far from what is under-
stood under classical demeeracy, nevertheless many of ite emdeavors
were of a Western European standard,

The secondary position of Humgary im the Monarchy comtributed to

a great exteat to the difficulties which Humgary experienced in
organizing her national independence, imdustrial and commereisal
1ife, which difficulties would not have been emcountered witheut
the centuries-old subordination to Vienmna.

In the first place,because of the large-estate system. Anm additional
factor was then the wave of anti-Semitism, which culminated in
the case of Tiszaesmzlar,

Yea. In its essence, until the end of the First World War;
subsequently, only The formalities of feudalism mamaged to survive,
without the necespary financial prerequisites. Big landowners
who emigrated tc Hungary from the parte which were detached
qccording to the terms of the peace treaty of Trianom, and their
children whe were growing up,fought tooth and nall for the
formalitles of their former 1ife, but thelr situation was pitiful.
Feudal society i1s not good, because it is opposed to progress.
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It was detrimeutsl, because ome exiremint system was followed

by amother eme, it prejudiced the position of The working class,
and was thus indivectly imstrumental in our part during the Second
World War amd subsequent developments.

They were significant.

It was a solutlen adopted under the pressure of circumstances,
after the cessation of the momarehie status, with the purpeve of
maintaining the same. It hindered the demecratic developmen. ,

the adoptiem of the republican forn ef state, amd drove the eocvatry
imevitably toward the position it was to adopt later during the
Second World War.

She should have remaiped meuwtral, but the historiecal prerequisites
were missing.

Tt could be called equivalemt to the Bethlem era, though its
political structure was more progressive. It was better tham the
laet years of the S@cond World War, and incemparably better than
the years which followed,

Ne.

To very little. In my opimion, slomg the borderlines, it should
be decided Ly plebiscite what should belomg to which country;
ingofar as Tramsylvanis is concermed, in view of the fact that

I sm femiliar ¥ with the ethnographic, econemic, and political
attitude of the regiom, I hold that in the course of a possible
general settlement, Transylvania should be given sutonomy and
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neutrality.

Neo.

Wo,

I don't think that eny particular differerces should arise Letween
them ,1¢ mmstustem Pither of them/JESSEEOE to be the master of e
other. During the sumer of 1956,I was traveling in that part o
Czechoslovaltia which formerly belonged to Hungary, and I expericneed
there camplete harmony between the Hungarians and the Slovaks;
both mationalities are equally sufferinmg from the present regime;
all this seems to support my opening statemenmt,

In this respect the situatien is more complicated. Transylvania
became the most cultured and richest province of a Rumania,arti-
ficlally expanded after the First World ¥Wer. WNeither historical
considerations, nor respect for equity, justified the ammexation of
Trameylvanla to Rumania, but only the fear of revenge of
Clémenceau (Le Tigre), who dlctsted the terms of the peace tresties
in Paris. The population of the so-called 0lé-Kingdem of Rumania
regarded Trangylvania ag a colony, and her systemstic exploitation
and suppressior began. The relationship between these Rumanians
and Hungarians in Transylvania, and Hungarians in general, is bad.
Runaniang of Transylvanian origin emtertain no hostile feelings
toward the Transylvanisn Hungarlans, often they condemmed the
attitwude of the Mumanians of the 0ld-Kingdom and they would be
equally pleased Lo see an autonomous Transylvania.
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(23 g) 'There are very few Hungariams liviag in Austria and the relation-
ship between Austrians amd Hungarians is friendly amd satisfactory.

(23 h) They get along well., Hunmgariens living in Yugoslavia enjoy
better conditions than Hungar!ans in Hungary. Eeonomic conditions
in Yugoslavis are somewhat better thsm they were in Hungary before
the Revolution,and a relative political freedom and am honest
nat;lonality polilcy make§ their situstiom ineemparably better.

I am informed of the situastion through the experiences of my
friends who visited Yugoslavi: in the summer of 1956; and I would
be satisfied,;if similar comditions would prevall in BHungary.

(24} Neutrality,which is being respocted,peems to me the only possible
solution.

(24 a) I am for meutrality; Humgary should be given at last the chance
to leook after her own business, instead of Deing absorbed im
other countries' troubles. Unti.. Hungary was master of her own
fate, she had slways succeeded to smerge with glory fram the most
critical situations of her histery, and during the XIVth and
XV:h centuries, under the reign of Louis the Great and King
Mathias, Hungary attained a grest power posiltiom in Eurepe.

Ever gince she had linked her fate to the Hapsburgs, her history
was but a series of tragedies.

(24 p-d) No: applicable.

(24 e) From a specifically Hunmgariam point of view,I do not expect much
of it., The social elass which would be most affected in this

feature
respect would be the peasantry, emd a fundamental HEEEES of
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the nature of the Hungarian pe:sant iz that he is attached to the
land that he has imherited., When I was working in the Coumty of
Tolna, I had the opportunity to cbgerve the so-called Csamgos,
who were resettled on lands which had previeusly belonged te
Germang (Svib) peasants, who, in tura, were resettled im Germany.
(Catmgds are pessants of Szekely origin,livisg in the so-called
0ld-Kingdom of Rumamia.) These (zangos were totally incapable to
agsimilste to their new surroundings, despite the common mother
tongue, smd consequently,they were the first to fall victim to
the colleective farm movement.

(25) The more simple Russiams did mot mal'e too bad an impressiem; it
could be ohserved, of course, that their regime has marked tTheir
character, they are primitive, ia their manifestatiens they seem
rufe, the percentage of alcoholics zromg them is very high, in
thelr needs they are primitive, buv instinctive humanity and
the desire for samethimg better can be occasiomally discovered inm
them., It is my conviction that th: Soviet regime is against the
liking of many of tha}',amm would prefer to live under more free
and humane conditions.

(25 a) As far as I know, there is caly ome kind of Russian, and the rest

" are net Ruassians, but oanly Soviet citizems. For imstance Mongols,
Tartars, Tadjiks, Uzbeks, who are oven more primitive, if there
ig still room for gradation in this respect. Nor was it by
accident that,in the final phase 6 the crushing of the Hungarian
Revoluticn,these tribes were throwa imto the fight.
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Yes.

Ne, only a small fractiom as them, as far as I know, there are
two million Party members,

No.

Hatred.
Bitter; T was in the war prisoners' camp st Szolnok,
By that time,public opiniem was not directed against the Russians,
it turned with ite ¥ whole strengih againat the Moscow regime,
The changes followimg Stalim's death were favorably received.

It is an importsnt theory from the poiat of view of sociolegy and
ecomomic policy. The Sovlet regime, under the pretext of developing
HEEXEY Marxism, has distorted the doctrines of Marx, of Engels.
and of the ether outstanding contemporary philoscphers and
econcmists, expleoiting high-scundingly and unilaterally the charac-
teristics of Marxtiam, covering up the aims of Russian imperdaliam
with the slogans or::;temtiml solidarity of workers, and
thereby rendered these doetrimes repugnamt,
#iappmve of mamy thimgs in 1%t; the theory of ecomomic Unterbau
and secial il'h_q_r_'l_:t&g; the theeory of surplus value, of profit and
extra-prefit, ars all factors which cannot be overlooked by any
modern ecomamist or national economist, and,in fact, they are not
overlooked. False and contrary to human nature are those concepis
according to which the truth of Marx's doctrine gﬁ to be realized
by means of the FEEEXFESIBEFENNN dictatorship of the proletariafl,
by revolution. Under the influence of Marxism, the fate of men
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living on wagee has improved throughow: the world ,materially and
culturally, politiecally and soclally alike, This improvement is
the least noticesble perhaps in the countiies govermmd by
Commupists., but of course the Commmists were those who, ever
2ince Lenin, engsged with great predilection -~ and because ol
the pepularity of the Marxist-Engelsian doctrines -- in the sys:ce-
matie distertion thereosf, placing them im the service of thelr
owp efforts toward world imperialism.

See above,

The Huengarisn Cammmists carried out the orders received fram the
Bolshevik Party of the Soviet Unlon; they had no influence om
the medificetion of Party lime policy in Moscow.

No, ILenin was the cleverest counterfeiter of Marx.

No, Under his "reign." the most hideous crimes were coammitted
in the name of this theory.

Yes,

Yesn,

Who believes in goveroment by the people.

Ag far as I know, mever.

Tito is a Communist dictator.

The applicastion of commmism in a state which has broken away
from dependence on Moscow.

Yez.

Vho want to realize socialism in a way which I consider to be
impractiecable, but realize it emtirely imdependently from Moscow,
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and by safeguarding the national independence. Il It is a solution
in the nature of compremises in order to alleviate the life of
the Polish people,and to render tolersble the vicimity of the
Soviet Union and her military superiority.

Yesn.

Yes, but such people can play no active part im the policies of
przsent~dsy Fuangary. This question contains concepts which need
glarification; for instance, the notion of patriotism. To me,
patrioctism means the effort by which I try to ensure the necesasary
economic, cultural. and social develomment§ of the natiom to which
I belong, but notlto the detriment of other mations. In this
sense, a2 Commnist can be, a:l;n:l;e ﬁmni:h:im, a good patriet.

Had Imre Nagy stayéd in power, without, Soviet intervemtiom, I
think that econcmic, moral, amd cultural conditions wduld have
improved, end the horrible terror which was directed from the
licscow FPolitbwro , and which characterized the Rakosl-ers,would
have decreased. People would have felt more free, they would
have lived better, the zitustion in general would have been
brought nearer to what is understood by demecracy. The objJectives
of Imre Nagy secmed honeet and sincere,

Irre Nagy wap a Commnist. He would have been pleased with a
golution which guarasntees to the people the human rights on this
besls of primeiple, but I am convimced that he would not have used
foree to remain prime minister against the wishes of the people.

His part seemed significant for this very reason, because the
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geographicel pogiticon of Hungary, the impediste viecinity of the
Soviet Unicn,and the regimes in the surrounding states are all
feectors which explain why the task of a man of good will would have
been BB made essier, if be was, in addition, a Commmmist.

The Russiar imtervention was mot the only factor which deturmined
the gituwation of Humgary, but thoge previocus intermatiomal :zgrecments
whibh mede pessible the strong Soviet imflvence, the de facte, if
net explicitly stated Russian occupation, the Warsaw Treaty, e%c.
The Commmistes bold the govermment in their hands not by the wi'l
of the peeple, but by thelr strateglc superiority, amd if we kese,
this in mind, even under the most favorable condltions,teombkis
Cummcipdens at best, Imre Nagy could have been the premier. I =m
convinced that without the unfortumate circumstances which hﬁe
prevalled in Hungary, the Camunist Party would have never beccms
2 party to form the govermment. If the Hungarian people would
hsve the opportunity to give expression to its free will, it would
elect its govermment in a democratie way and it would net be 2
Conmunist govermment, because the people wWes not pro-Commmist,
but in the extremely grave situation in which it found itself,

&t most pro-Imre Nagy. )

1 am unable to characterize these rather camplex problems with
Juttlxwuura "good" or "bed," therefore I prefer not to answer

tke question.

The Social Demoeratic Farty.

Erma Kethly.
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a; less; b, lesa; e, less; d, less; e, less; £, less;

g, more: namely those who lived by the Party membership, for
instance Party funetionaries, imcampetent but Party member factory
managers, etc. There were workers, who vere simple Party members,
anfl whe recelved nothing more tham the other workers. To these,
the question in this form could mot be arplied. Ia my opimienm,
mere memberchip im a political party does ack comstitute at the
same time a{& stratums, h, less; i, less.

Everybody was better off, with the exceptior of those Party members
who were Party funetionsries or, becszuse o’ “heir loyalty to the
Party, obtained high positions in the gove vment y @ industrial

ardl eammercial enterprizes.

I disapprowve of them.

a, colncide; b, coimcide; ¢, comflict; d, cemflict; e, they
don't affeect each other: £, there can be no conflict of the
interests of clergy and laity; the conflict xists betweem the
elergy and the party lipe; E’ coincide; 1_1', cemfllct; 5.! conflict;
J. conflict,

Nome.

Hardly more than who fought againsi the Revolut:on.

No.
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(1 v)
(1e)
(14)

(1 e)

(2 a)
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It impressed me a8 ¥ a work drawn up with exceptiomal eircum-
spection; .hy its structure,it is suitable to sxplore Hungary,
the Hungarian people, and the difficult situatlom forced upon
her during the last twelve years, in all its details. I find
the grouping and pequence of the questions good. There are a
few questions which scund peculiir to the Europeasn ear: I think
in partieular of Questions No. 20, 33, and to a certaln extent
31, all in Section I; amswering thes: questions i3 diffieult,
because the concepts or persons enumcrated ‘n them cannot be
defined by one word, such as good or bad. or more’or less” "comflict-
coimcide.’ The comeepts proposed for smswers ire poor, they dom':
express the essence, there is discrep:zacy between the complexity
of the question-concepts and the simpliecity of the answer-words .
Pergomally, I would be very much interested inm tho usefulness of
ﬂ evaluatioen arrived at by such method.

I trust that nﬁuch interesting material will be availsble.

I cannot think of amything.

I think the amswers would be honest; I see no poimt i the lack
of honesty.

I don't have the impression that anything was left out fram the
questions.

Yes. I never thought of becoming a citizen of another state I
left my country under the pressure of circumstances, and if m;
life and personmal liberty will mot be in danger, I shall immediately




(3 2)

(3 b)

(3 ¢)
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I have the impressiom that everything and everybedy is belug

I onderstand A
covered, and/ that interviews are also beimg made in Europe; I
could not suggest a better practical method.
I have photcgraphs which I have taken éuring the Revolutiom; I
shall be gled to put them at the dispopal of the Project.
I have alresdy written down my experiences, just to have the
events recorded,

No.
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