(2)

(2a)
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Firet of all, 1t ie important to know the reasons for the
revolutlon. The main reason was that the atmosphere in
Furgary wag exiremely deoressed, neople had to 1livs in
c-untt:m?irear, and in addition to thet, the llving condi-
tion were very poor. Respondent had personally felt wvary
brdly about the general atmosphere because he had te lie.
Luying was & daily necesfiity; everybody and everyvhere people
had to 1fe. In these ciroumstances, the reveolution had to
come, and 1t ocame spontanehusly as if it Ethﬂ aat of one
man against the regime and the teachings and practice of
Marxiem. The overwhelming majority of the people was not
extremely nationalistic, Fet their feeling was national
and nﬁﬁi—ﬁussian heéaﬁhi'%har lived in conditions whioch
had developed theagrfeiﬂi 8.
The revolution was Swssiwed by a spfiritual change which had
aterted with the death of Stalin. 1In Russla, changes came
ad 2o they came in Rungary,too. and premlership
The phases were: 1. The first sveesch/of Imre Nagy

2. S9talin's death

3. Rakosi's remcval

4. Courageous language of the writers in

the Irodalm. Ujs7ag

. Speeches in the Writers' Assoeiation
Many foreign tourlsts came toHungary, empecially to Budavest
in quite large numbers, asometimes by the thousands. 7I1% was

possible to epeak with them. They came from Czechoslovakia,




(2b)

(2e)

(24)

(2e)

(21r)

(2g)
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Auetria, SEN®S at ocogsions of large sport events, Sometimee

they came also from the countrles of Western democoraoies.

Through friendly conversations some infermation was agzain

recelved. from them.

Very much 80, becausé the slgns of a new spirit had ovepped

e first

Willingly or unwillingly, Imre ﬂagy'a/radin gpeech had

historlieal meaning. He waa the men in the Communist Party

who had clearly seen that the regime made great mlstakes

coneernlng the peasants and agricultural. He had seen that

the Russian example to force upon the peasantry unworksble

conditions, 1s disasterous.

Paphaps in polifleal eircles, but the simple people was not

aware of 1t and d4id not pay too much attention E;E these

discussions,

It had very much., In the wake of it considerable changes

eccurad, Everybedy was shocked sinee the paners wrote abubt

it. papers which eang mg & different song before, It became

offieial that Stalin waes a fanatle murderer whe murdered many

millions of wneople and could keep his regime only by & number
vietims

of WEEEENMTE which went 1nto themillions.

It was known 1n Hungary. It was revealed that in a2 state

which adherss to the psoonle 'e demoeracy, the workers revolted

against the regime and came forward with demands.

Respondent was very happy because he saw in 4t a slgn for a

betiter future.



No. 137 ®A® PRETEST SECTION R DH P. 4

x death
(2h) No, respondent waz sceptical, Stalinhm the speech

ef Imre Nagy and Rakési's removel did not anpear as turning
allevisting events.

BT R ] F'd"q'!’n_‘.n_- O I B Y

points, just as Even at the revolu=

tion he could not overcome hie fears and thoogix doubts,as k long as
the Russians are in Hungary, there cannot be a substantial
change.

{21) He thought of big politieal changes but not of a revolution.

(3a) The people wanted to liberate themselves from tﬂ modern
slavery., The general conditions were compelling and re-
pelling and reading the Trodalm; UpsZag was felt as a m
The writers and the spiritual leaders around the Irodslmj
UJs%3g sterted to see the situation quite differently than
befdre, and the fact that they dared to write about it
prnvedtgengga mgf “

(3b) There was no doubt in the mind of the psople that they live
in conditions which exploit them, and that the regime ia
supported by terror. Among many psople there was a great
bﬁtm&h 1ife appeared futile, and confidence 1in petple
and/conditions had vanished completely.

(3e) Time, many years Eﬁ?m needsd to 'geagame convinced that the
conditions are unbesrable. Peovle ZFEE to arrive oa nentally
to the stage when they felt the hordble suppression. The
paychologleal process had developed and arrived spd at the
boiling point, and then it expicded.

(4) It was a lagger goal, but not cenoratply defined.




(4c)

(2a)

(2e)
(4r)

(4g)
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The goal was tclget rid of the uppression and slavery. Thie
1s an 1nstinotive human trait, very strong in Hungarians, 1In
every revolution of the past, at first most of the revolution-
ariesz are led by emotional reasons and then in the course of
the revolution, pecnle start to give more thought to the goals
anf alms of the revolution.

Not at the beginhing , later on different goals came to the
surface.

It would be 1mngssihla aﬁ%ﬂfn define it in this way
because 1t was uﬂg revolution from the beginning, a revolu=-
tion against the Communist regime and not for something
conaretely determined.

The lack of freedom, the terror, end the bad living conditione.
For the fresdom of the press, religion, speech, and for better
living conditions,

Respondent participated in the stuient demonstrations. Croups
of demanstrators m in unison the following slogzans:
FVonuljon ki a Szovjet?® "The Soviet should leavel®

“Kossuth cimert aké%unkl“ "We went the Kossuth emblem!"
®Az% kepdezik Pesten Budan, hova lett a magyar uran?®
pl‘;aatm and Budswz there 1t is %’ what d1d become & the
Hungarian uranium?®

®*Veaszen as ZV0i* "The AVO should perishif

"Rakosi a Dunaba, Gero meg utanai® "Into the Danube with
Ra'tosi, and Gero should follow himi"
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{4h) The Russlans should leave the country and should not inter-
fere with Mungarian affairs because they have no vlace what-
ever in Hungary.

(41) Absolutely!

(43) They, too, had felt the terror, and wanted to elimimate i%.
They knew very well that the system cannot be sustained
because 1t is untenable, Furthermore, they were not
gorvinced of Communism and its teachings.

(41) . The ideas of Tmre Nagy would have developed., There wouldn't
have been these great blood sscrifices which were made, becaucse
only a few of the AVO and of the poliece would have reeisted
anéd the revolution would heve been successful.

pa

(4m) No, beocause the prmniﬁg demand was not @ulfilled--that 1s,
the removal ef the Russiane from Poland.

(4n) Ne onex, at least at the begilnning of the revolution. TPerhape
later on Enm:}ﬁ ::::mpliﬂhaﬂ thi=z personal goals.

(40) The offigers of the AVO and some of the men 1ﬂFuwar positionsa,
The respondent was a student and lived in estudent olrclas.
There were one or two girls who were very much afrifid and had
shovn: less courage, but they were hardly cpponente of
the revolutlon. .

(5a) a;emnasnt nerticipated in the student demonstrations, but did
not take sctive part in the revolution. He was a student of the
Acsdemy of thisic and that was a group of artistically inclined
peonle, Bsychologically not prepared for battles at the

barricades.
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Thore was a student meeting at the concert hall at the Academy
e “hslo and from there the students marched %o the Petofl
statue, There, a few speeches were made, but respondent
couldn't hsar them--he was too far from the speakers. Then
the already very large number of atuﬁunts marched to the
ateisse Bem statue . glogana could be heard such as, “The
teaching of Marxiasm should be uanculladf and alse against
the AVO and the Russians. From the Hungarian flag the stars
had been removed and carried with holes in the middle., Across
the statue of Bem  1s located a barrack and the students
encouraged the soldlers who stood at the windows te join
the degmonstration, but they d1d not do that.

At the Een statue, patblotic songs and poems
were heard and the demands of students were read. Tn the
meantime, the mumber of the demonstrators grew teemendously.
From here the demonstrators vproceeded to the Parllament,
demonstrating loudly by singing and shouting. Having arrived
at the Parliament, the demonstrators requested the removal of
the star from the top of the Parliament building. A student
deputation was received by Imre Nagy whn,% the request of the
students, appeared on the baleonpy and made a short spesch to
the students promising that he ;ﬁdrnmarﬂ their demands.
Everywhere the eye could see, an uncountable number momassed
around the Parliament building and every more p&upleJ eanecially

workers, Joined the demonstraters.
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to
Then the masses proceeded Smmmgix the Motel Astoria

and in front of it the AVO shot at the demonstrators. Later
in the evening they maréhed to the radio station building and
requested permission to broadcast the studmnts? demands. It
was already 1:00A°M. and respondent decided to walk home to
hie student yuarters, which was a long way from the radlo
station. He and the students of the Academy of Music aid
not participate any more in mass degmonstrations. They
stayed at the student hotel., Respondent was worried abouf§
hie eousin who was a etudent at the College of Pharmacy.

He tried to contact her and they declded they would leavs
Budapeit to be with their parents and relatives. He left
the capital the fourth day of the revolutlon, and siayed

at the village of his birth, named H;%nladanr, a village
about 380 kilemeters from Budapest, with a population of
about 3000. Respondent stayed there until November 26,at
the home of his parents.

He was afraid very much on account of his origin that charges
will be made age$hnt him as an enemy of the sate.

He had no oprortunities.

Ags the son of a kulagnh,ha wanted to stay out of trouble.

By nature too, an armed struggle did no® anpeal to him.
Nothing.

In the studmats! demonstrations in nudapust.

He had seen demonstrations and shooting, one killing and
auveral'attauk;j?;eupla in the streets, tanks and destroyed
street oars, and the dist#tbution of food which was brought
from the peasants and given to the inhabitants ¢f Budavest,
free of charge, during the revolution,

He saw some shootling by the AVO's and the nollece, and many
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times blind sheoting, hobody knew where the shooting came
from.

Hothing of this kind.

Aad seen one AVO man hanging on the lamp post and then another
was killed by the mob. Two scldiers had escorted another AVO
man whom a groun of people attacked, but the soldiers could
not protect him--he was beaten to death, Xhough he wore a
raincoat and could be recognized only from his shoes as an
AVQO man. He was about 35 years old, fat, and of a peasant
ccmplexion. Theee killings as well as the hanging AVO man
happened tobe on the bokhevard near the West Railresad
Station,

on the Shuare nf the Republie, in front of the Communist Pnrty
bullding, /ﬁm four or five dead men who were A.‘?ﬂs,
but wore new uniforms of the police as a disguise. on

Ulloli Road, he i:m many nlvilians duud, Damaged tanks,
In front of the MNational Theater fhe ini::nnn two Russlan
soldiers dead beside a2 Russian car. As a sign of how much
the peasantry was moved by the revnlutinnarj'igﬁgipin Budapest,
he gl noted & great many trucks with"out—nf-tuwn tags having
delivered foed from the country. This foed was dletributed 1in
Budapest wlthout paymenta,

Does not apply to respondent.

Az & studemt who was involved in his studies.

Yes,

No.
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As the fight toek place in huﬂanaat, respondent was in the

emall village with his parents, A11 peassats offinial

contributed with food to be sent to the Freedom Fighters teo

Budapest. Respondent participated in collecting food.
Council House

Tn front of the rcreetximmreorerexiike large quantities of

food were placed on trucks and he helped to do the Job.

No.

As pald befors.

As gald before.

Respondent was most of the tlme in his native village, as the

revolution took place in Budapest. +he revolutionary movement

had a tremendous impact on hle ewner and ﬁrmal ecommunities,

Then the peasantry heard about the assemblies and proecessions

in Budapeat, gimilar demonstratlons took place 1nkura1 communi-

tles.In the village wheres respondent was, things went very very

veagefully. Most ﬁgpﬁggiEeEg&::s took part in the demonstrations

and marched to the rarEmedcimyoizm; the etar from it was removed

and national flags without the Communist emblem were csrried.

Even tha Communist office holder participated in these demon=

gstg2tiong., Yet in the neighboring TaXRg village, things did

not go so pesacefully. Some of the Communist Party f’aﬂ:f:a

beaten and stabbed,

While respondent was in Budapest, he found out from his

gtudent colleagues and from the radlo which they had at

the community room of the student hotel, When home in his

village he learned the nsws through the radio.
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The newspepers played a very important part baunusa they
brought prockimations to the people and raapnndunt read tﬁumﬁ
“ome belleved the papers and others did not believe them.
;ﬁ:“:uﬂuntarr econditions in the fighting, and he learned
them “rom students who lived outeide the student hotel.
He 11stened more rrequantir to the radio at his arrival at
hjs native vialage., Ha listened to the Volee of America,
free Europe, the Hungarian broadeasting of Beas French and
Spanish stations whioh they had for 2:i:£ hour each day.
They learned detalls of the revolution as well as foreign
views and reviews on 1%.
Nothling.,
The radlo, espeoially the French and Spanish newscasting.
The word-of-mouth news was unreliable.
RBallevable local fac*s could be learned only by personal
sxperience, and national news only through the radie.
Respondent wae in his native village in %ﬁlaﬁam during
the revelution. All official functione ceased, tizmperoiex
At hie place there was the Communist Pabty hoUse and the
Comrunity Gnu&iﬁi. The Comrunist Party had some roems at
the house of the Community Uour:é and some more rooms
which were e¢xpropriated from private @ppsrt apartments of
pesssants. These rooms were returesd and the Party function-

aries diseontinued thelr activitles.




(11b)
(1le)
(114)
(1le)

(11r) ()
(11in}

(111)

(113)

(11k)
(11 1)
(11m)

(1lm)

No. 137 "A® PRETEST SENTION R DH p. 12

The village vpolice Jolned the liberation movement.
“here were no AVOs at this village.
No courts were at the village.
There was no army station at the village, but the soldiers
came gladly home, and many of them.
They stopned %% functioning.
¥y
Thef8 are not in villages.
No changes. Because people went very frequently to churches,
now as before.
2,08,
The 355, FRSCOSKEIETIN0] {Temluzwatmti Caoport )
ceased to function, The workers!' nﬂuqﬁﬁi reduced 1its activi-
only

tieg in so far as they cared for the meintenance of publie
order

There mere noix such at the village.

None .

Respondents village was a emall agricultural community and
e

the workers! cou was not partictlarly important. Its

seretary was not changed. Hs was hardly a Communist,

Based on the policy of Imre Nagy, probably that government
would have emerged which would have taken into consideration
the interests of the workers and the pessants, and show more
understanding for the general welfare and a sane national
egconomy. Imre Nagy was & Communist, but he revealed under-
standing of practleal situations, and did not feel that he

had necessarily to imitate Ruasian patterns.
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(12) They ald not know what happened all of a sudden. <They were
surprised and startagnﬁ to give thought to the sltuatlion as
they saw the unexpected mass demonstrations of the Hungarian
peonls, and above all, they wondered Just what happensd that
everrbody ie againet them. They realized that they confront
a greet mass movement, It could be seen that the comm™on
aoldier was fearful and uncertain in his being in Hungary, |
and they were very megh irpresced and distmmbed by the un-
aertainty the cfficers displayead.

(12a) When respondent left Budasest for hies home vlllage, he traveled
by trueck over the highway leading to Debrecen.

8aw E§§§E=§F’ for
He ipméxusosm an endlese eontinuity of tankas, along the
*3& about 160 kilometers. They eame from the border =nd headed
for Pudapest. Theee tank units were largely Mongolian outfits.
He gaw at the alrvort of Debrecen how Fuseaan
famlilies bordered the airplanes tabe avaocuated and brought to
Russaia,

- (12v) Af Pirst the Pussian troops were on the defensive and they
were bound %o protedt themselves, but the new trcope which
were brought :E?:;m Hungary went into the offensive and so
muoh bewildered and ready to fight that they were shootlng
aimlessly wherpever they thought they had to shoot, into
people, into buildings, in the air.

(12¢) Yes, 1t was unconcelvable that they %ﬂbehave otherwlse.
Resnondent was feafful all the tifme that the Ruseians will

interfere.
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Has no information on that.
Doesn't know 1t.

What he knows from own experience i1s the eye wltnessing of
the departure of Russlan families from Budapest five or six
days after the revolution.

b
In the ministries, it was very strong - Mefore October 23

as wall as after November 4, but probably even stronger.

During the orisis they lost control over the Hungarian
government and the Party on account of the sudden upheaval,
and prohdbly walted for instruoctions from Moscow,

It ie impossible to control sc thoroughly and completely
the people. A system maintalned by terror and suppreesion
cannot rule forever, Especlally when the masses are strangers.
In his desperation when he was expelled from the Madical
School of the Uhivuggigg?ﬁpctgh 1951,

His great hopelessness and especially the danger that he
will be sent to a uog&entratian camp as the song of a
kulagmh, end his fate wlill be the same a3 that of his cousins
who were Jjalgad for political ressons. He could never be
sure what day they will carry him to a labor camp, posslbly
to Russia,

Never with "1s parents or ralatives, only with a friend of
his.

He andhis frlend left without earefully conceived phans,
Respondent trled his good luck and was rather shocked by
the plang of his friend., Hisg friend was decided to kill
with a knife anyone,ghzt a guard or Soviet tmoops,1f they
will be in their way.
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They were prepared to take anything, because a camp in a
frse country 1s more hopeful than 1ife in Hungary. He hooed
+hat whatever fate will bring him, sooner or later, he will
be able to devote himaelf to the study of musio which 1ls

hie professional goal.

He lived in complete =skfn reuignationknﬂ looked forward to
an uncertain destiny which was dark and honeless.

Yes.

Tt was useful, though very bloody and unfortunately very
coetly. For the immedizts regaining of Fungary's freedom
the revolution hed no practical advantages, The only faet
remaine that the world could learn about the Aungarian situ-
ation and know the true facts and learn them and from them.
Successful it eould have been only with help., Through rewelving
weapone and other meterial heln from the free countries,
especislly from the Unlted States.

The events succeeded very fast. Everything was unorganized
and it was olear that the Russians will not glve up or
renounce Hungary, peacefully. The problem is how to secure
erms and to organize the revoluticn, How ean a people fight
without arms against a well-equipped army even if the will
£#9 g0 strong as it was in the Hungarien people. The revolu-
tieon wese a heroic desd, but ¥%X resnondent sald he couild not
do snything differently; except he toe had %o take a zun 1in
hie hands, but he doubts whether the results would have been

hettﬂrt




(144)
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First, because the Hungarlan people is independent and
eravihg for freedom. Hungary was always in heart and
thinking ::r.the democracles of the West, and :g.aharacter.
Hungarians 'ave more admiration for the civilized peoples
of Westerr Eurove. Secondly, Hungarians are not a Slavie
peoole 2ad not gso clese and Intimate with the Pusalans as

the otner satelites are.




(14e)

(147)

157 "A" PRETEST SECTION R DH Do 17

Imre lagy was bound to decrease the heavy pressure on the
neasantry by taking into acdahunt the agricultural considerations
with a view of more cons profduction as well as with
regard to the overemphasis of the heavy industry. THe had

a following among the Communist Party members too., A3 a
human belng he made the imprsssion of a decent, sincere, and
well-grounded man in the scientific flelde so far as they are
concerned with a balanced national economy., He wag no
Stalinist and he dlsecloesed great ocourage m when he contra-
dioted Rakosl's Moscow-inspired policy, espeelally in the
economic field.

Maleter was the military commandant of Budapest befora the
revolution, he received his tralning at the Militzry Academy
Iudovika , and had served as a high officer in the
Hungarian Communist Army, He became Secretary of War in

the Cabinet of Imre Nagy and later he joined the revolutlon,
Bela Kovace was the politician who belonged to the Small-
Landholders Party, He wes one of the organizers of the Small
Landholders Party, and probably tried to re-establigh 1%
during the revoluilon, but not much was heard of it. Zoltan
Tildy was a representative of the Small Landholders Party,
but did not en}oy the confldence of the emall landholders
becauee he compromlised too much with the Communiste,

Cardinal Mindezenty was in jail when the revoluticn broke

out., Pelng consldered a martyr, he was freed at the first
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opportunity when the revolution broke out., He exerted a
great moral Influence over the country, K Zoltan Kodaly ,
he was a culture nolitician., One of the internationally-
knovn Hungariasn composers and art educatérs, he courageously
unntz"&d‘;n‘taﬂ. Communlst educatlonal designs and wae among
those/demanded the Russlans' exit from Hungary., Dela Kiraly
wvas a general educated at the Luadovika !ilitary Academy and
later Ik served in the Communist army as a high offlcer,

He made himeelf known as an ::rgﬂ.nizar of the revolutionary
army and he planned ® lesd this army agalnst the Russlans,
but he had no arms,

The Hungarlan youth and the mm workers, Many of them fought
and sacrificed thelr lives, however, in a wider ccensideration
the Hungarlan peasants should be uunsiﬂared}gg:gairnf ths
revolution, In some ssotlons of the country the peasants
took part actlvely in fighting the Communists, but in every
part of the country they volunteered with food to send it to
the fighters in Budapest., Théis was unorganized but effestive,
they found it natural and contributed with thie means to the
regaining of Hungarlan freedom,

Respondent ranks the groups as follows: the writers as those
who prepared the spiritual conditions for the revolution,

and then the students and the young workers who foucht mf on
the barricades, Then the older workers, then the peasants
being non-membersmf€ of Collectives, then the larger part of the
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soldierj then the peasants in the collectives, then the
intelligentsia, and finally the artists, the actors and
misiclans who demanded reforms.

Yes, because the youth participated in every Buropesn revolu=
tion, it took part as the mozt enthusiastiec and most heroie
segment in naticnal movements,

Yes, because they were the adversaries of the regime's cultural
aime, they refused to learn the Russlan language, Marxism, and
some other gpecialties forced upon them by the Coxrmnista.

In reality,the Petdfi Club started the Revolutionary movement
insofar as the spiritual ideals of a free people =znd of a
happler Hungary mmmm originated smong its members before the
Revolution and it gave impetus during the Revolution to a
movement which grew into a mass upheaval. The name of Petdfi
dié not losme its magic lustre, and it was not surprising, rather
natural that a free movement connected with the name of Petdri
which e ot jeactives

TEXX gtrongly atreas/the comtidderse connected with the poet's
name cannct be anything else, but the realization of freedom
a1d independence,

The part of the peasantry was decisive. The peasantry waited
for this opportunity and joined the Revolution immediately
wWithout hesitationg. The Hungarian pessantry went through
bagie changes Iingofar that 1t seteood much nearer to the eity
population than it was the czse before. The radio and the
new school system changed the life and the way of thinking

of the peasantry and modernized it very fast. It was lmown

as conservative in thinking but even so it adapted itmelfl

to modgern life and modern ideas. A few minutes after the
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Revolution started in Budjpest and in other small and larger
cities,the peasants in the smallest villages and isolated
farms heard of it, and having been listening to the foreign
radios they were vef?}il.nrnmed and were sble to draw the
eonclusions. There 18 a radio today in every peasant home,
they listened not only to the Budapest radio but to foreign
stations, toec. It tock Just a very short time to get direct
information on the great national upheaval which started in
Budapest and they Joined with great enthusiasm arranging their
ovm demonstrations, destroying all the momuments they had seen
anﬂm.naaﬂ them of Copmunism. The Revolution in Budapest
#m could not contimue for a day without being supplied with
food by the peasantry. They did that voluntarily and they
knew that was the only wsy they ahla.-art the mement, to

help the freedom fightere. This was a demonstration of
golidarity. Respondent wighes to etress that there were

demm::;tionl in every % Ellaga of Hungary, end that if
there X=s no armed revoltais/to be ascribed to the pad fact
that no guns were at the disposal of peasants. Respondent
knows 1t from his own experience at Mezoladany, ”&-?fﬁ,%:,
wes during the Revolution, that all merbers of the/Z¥} left
the organization. They did 1t as an expresslon of their

disgust with the Communist regime,
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{1a) He was a studentmh at the Music Academy a2t Budapest, There he
studied the dovble bass,

(in) He was a farmer., considered as a lmlak.

(2) Respondent wWag a student and had to work during vacatlons and

gometimes during the school year too. He had worked 1n differ-
ent jobs, altogether at four diié:;i:;:it places. They are as
follows: the iron Factery at NEEEPEE , for one month

in 1950. The Duilding #nterprise for {cncrete Hizma;,rl, in
Debrecen for five months in 1952, The Enterprise for Arpange-

ment of Exhibitions in Debrecen, for six weeks in 1952. Finally,

he was =2 choir singer with the  Csokonal Theatre in
Debrecen, for one year im 1955.

(2a) e d1d physical and office werk, at the theatre he sang with
the chelr.

(2v) He wes a student werker, and being interested in arte in the

Jjobe he was as a helper, except the choir where he was one of
the tenor volees, equal to all other cholr members.

(2e) As paid sbove. They were temporary jobs., As the son of a kuiak
he hadn't the means to study snd had to work to support himself,
(2d) A1l organizations st which he worked were large and efficient
ags well.
(=) The job he really liked was that as a cholr member at the

theatre. It waes a pleasant place, and & successful theatre,
elean =nd modern, and there he found himself the closest to
his aims ané ambitions.

(3) The longest and last job he held was that with the theatre in
Debrecen., The working conditions were good, the salary was
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fellow-workers
good, his relations with theaﬁﬂmmmm good and this

was the best he could expeet as a ztudent.

Being interested in music and in art, the stage appealed to
him very much and the whole surroundings led him into the
direction where he paw his future,

The irregular working hours which are inescapable at the
theatre,

He considered them as transitory, too hard phyaical work for
someone who plaved a musical imstrument, but he had to take
the Jobs because he needed to make money,

He does not remembsr exaetly his income from his provisional
Jobs, but he knows it from the thestre.

Do2s not know,

At the theatre he received 12,000 forintz a year as his
basie salary.

About 1,000 fuﬂntmear I'rom extra fees at the theatre,
About 5 forints 2 =X unilon fees; health insursnce, income
tax and bachelor tax sbout 40 to 50 forinte a menth.

lione .,

He played occasionally in emall orchestras and was an extra
in non-musical plays.

By comparison for his age it was very goed, As aiﬁkﬁ-ﬂl.:ig he
would have made S00 to 1,200 forints a moath and sg on office
employee fimkmu@ 700 to 900 ferints per menth.

The salarles of 3ll cholr members were identical as far as
the bagic salary went. Respondent # volunteers this information
econcerning the salaries of other employees at the theatre. The
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who
director of the theatre/was at the same time a lsading actor

received 5,500 forinte a month. The leading actors of younger
age reccived 1,800 to 3,000 forinte = menth. The leading
actors in advanced age, some of them with national reputation
and others with a local reputation,received 4,500 8 to 5,000
forints a menth. The salaries for actors in supporting roles
vere 2,000 to 2,500 forints a month. In most cases the wives
of the actors worked at the theatre in some capacity and had
to supplement the salaries of thelr husbands.

it the theatre they werked 6 to 8 hours a day, this would be
the averasge.

There were no regular hovrs because they changed In aseordance
with the programs. Scime days they hadé to be at the theatre
only for 3 to 5 hours. Eut before the first shouing of a new
play the rehearsals may have takem 8 or 10 hours, Then, some-
times they had longer plsys and sometimes shorter plays. Some
plays run for a long period and no rehearsals were neaded on
such occasions,

Six days a week,

There was no over time.

There were no holidays at the theatre. They had two months
swmer ivacatinn with full pay.

Wan {:hft‘:xtuo short a pericd in other Jjobs and doesn't imow it,
In theatres 1t 1s alweys very lmportant to be there at the
tine.

No, '

Late comers were m pemished by reduction igp from thelr

galary.
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Not applicable, at the theatre.
Helatively good.
anpaknindx

YRR OO IEEYY  wag 2 well-appointed theatre.
not?

The theatre bullding itself was/old, but had a tradition.

The roame behind the stage were rather small but as he left
they wers modernized and enlarged.

The gtage equipment and the costumes for the plays were
satisfactory.

The performances of the theatre, the plays and the musicals
were on a high artistic level,

With the street cer 15 minubes, and when he fmm walked,i%
took him half an hour.

Respondent was the youngest member of the cholr, the others
were between 25 and 60 years of asge. They were treined slngers
with s mixed background, scme were workers, peasants, doctors,
emplaywa;l. and there was even one clergy man,

The relations were very good,officially amd privately as well,
Yen, with several of them.

In theatricsl matters there Was a spirit of complste franlkmess.
About politics they spoke too. Yet, when aomeone was present
in whom they had no confidence,they were very eareful, There
wes ome mem and perhaps a second too,of whom they belleved he
ig sn informer, and in his presence they didn't tall ab all
about polities.

Yes, &is with all those who were members of the cheir.

At the theatre ¢lub, but net in apartments.
EBdMﬂththMﬂth&HﬁwthﬂttMymnﬂtmeu
of the Communist Farvy.
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Yes, the Party had a seetion and thia united all the amployees,

artistle and the technlesl as well,

No differences could be made because this was impesgible,

at least among the merbers of the choir.

The theatre had 160 empleyees but very few were members of
the Party. The choir comslsted of 25 menbers and only 4 or 5
were Party members. FEub it was lmown that they are no Come
minists .

The union didn't mean anything and there wasn't the slightest
conf'idence in it.

Respondent doesn't know enything sbout the union, just so
mich that he had to pay his feea and that mm ence in a}.mue
the vnion helped cme or two mewmbers to get a place at the
sunmer resgort., The union contributed a little bit of momey
and the rest had to be pald by the people who were sent o
such finer places.

Doesn't know anything sbout that.

The administrative policy of the theatre was declded by the
Artistic and Administrative Directors of the theatre., What'
plays to do was decided in Budapest at the Ministry of
Education., The theatre directors had a cholice among nany
plays permitted hy the Minlstry and they decided what plays
and masicals to shoW and for what R period to
place them on the program. There were performed ideological
plays; however they meant box offiee losses. Budgetary
considerations entered into the management of the thestre

and the prograﬂ,‘;ng of plays. The old musicals, the operettas
were box office hits and the theatre was over crowded when
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thegeplays were shoumn.

Yeg, but only insofar as he could not be substituted by a
Party merber, as long as he was unreplaceable.

He was tolerated vntil they didn't find an equally good

and aclmowledged actor.

In otherg#t fields 1t was possible, but 1t was hardly
practicable in artistio flelds because people are not
attracted to poor performers.

Doeen't know it.

Theksd kader svetem prevalled everywhere ineluding at the
theatre., There wae one man who came from Budapest and filled
the poeition of an actor. He was Wﬂ informer
and the employees tried to avoid him, in hils presence no
political opiniene were expressed A&t 2ll,

Respondent did not hold a Job at that time when SThey wers
formed, but he believes that they would have served a very
good purpose,

The mm purpose of the ‘lorkers' Counciles wAs to elect freely
representatives in order to proteet the workers' interests
unaffected by the consideratilione of the Communist Party.
Respondent heard of 1t that deputations of the ¥orkaera®
Councils went to the m= ministrles and submitted thelr dsmands.
Feppondent wanted to continue his studlesanx and teook
oceasional jobe in fielde not related with his siudies, In
gelecting his Job he had no career consilderatlons, but the
faot that he needed money compelled him m to take any job he
could

sERE 2et.

Fespondent found it rossible to change occasional Jobs
as a student, kmxk but it was importont that each time when
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he le“t the job his work book should disclose that khx he
left the Job with the consent of the employer,

He vwas eager to complete his studies and to become 2 medleal
doctor.

Pacause thls was his ambltloh.

The family tradition 1e a factor, status and prestipge are
rather placed into the background, material regards are very
gtrong, %o be useful to society 1s of less importance,
gconvenience lg consldered, to have reeponeibility ls not
secked today, to have legs responsibility = or no responslbllity
is no the usugl because people are indifferent to the ruling
eystem, In Hungary today one factor enters into conslderation.
It is posslble to postpone military service or to reduce it
for thu those who study. Young men in colleges are entltled
to serve after each term for one month at the milifary unit
and after graduation they have then to serve three months in
addition, Otherwise the military service 1ls two years and
by being a student about a full year of military service 1is
avoided,

Regpondent completed the high schoel for agriculiure since
his parents wanted to make a farmer of him, DBut he wanted %o
become a medical dogtor &nd started two terms at the medical
gochool in Debrecen » As the dm son or?kulak he was
expelled from the medical school; he learned from his early
childhoofl music and went to muslecal schools in addltion to
the public school@, 5Since he had artistic inclinatlons he
declded to register at the dcademy of lMuelc 1n Budapeat
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where he was only for a couple of weeks when the revolutlon
broke out, His real ambition,however, his burning desire
was always to become a medical dootor and he feels extremely
unhappy about it that this was not permltted to him by the
Communist regime.

It wase impossible because he wae persscuted as the som of a
kulak,

In normal conditlions yes, because 1t 1s instinctive with
Young people,

There are economic and moral reasons for it. It is only
human to have a hilgher income a2nd to strlve for refinemente.
First on respondent's mind is to help his family in Hungary,
and then he would like to help kk to all young students who
are sbtruggling for their muslcal @ educatlon, He would
spend his money for the enjoyment of muslc, sports, and
traveling, He would try to be outstanding in his fleld amd
to make a name for himselfl,

His ideas didn't change whatsoever,

Yes, because the ingfluence of muslic is tremendous on the
development of the human character, it makes human belings
more disciplined, more understanding, and places them on a
higher level, in feeling and in thinking alike,

Ragpondent and his famlly were badly off after the war,
Father and mother, As farmers they had always worked and
now kit they had especlally to work. They were watched,
abuged and persecuted.
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(ob) Fia father had about thirty-five holds , these are
approximately flfty acree of landholding., He himself
cultlivated his land and had one or two helps. The family
was denounced as kulsls, thouzh nobody knew just why. Part
of this property was conflscated and unjust claims were made
agalnst his § father concerning cumpulsory surrender of

agricultural inroducts. The living conditlicns of the whole

below the subsistence.
fanily daéteriorated and eank Emxx/level of
(9e) Being a peasant family the houséhold and the km budgetary

conditions were different from those living in citlies, In
1561 when the Communiete preased the peasants they took
away from them all food, the potatoes, the grain, the animals
and poultry, and they were deprived of m everything that
coftld be eaten, His ovm family as well as other peasanta
had to buy the bread which was sent to his village from the
neighboring town, Longz lines walted every day for the
arrivel of br&ad, This was an unheard-of situatlon in a
Hungarilan village, recalling times m many hundred ysare ago,
when the Hungarian peasants were ransacked by invading armies
of the Tartars and the Turks, Latar,whqgﬁ:he regime became
& 1ittle blt more conslderate, more food were left to the
peasants and thus his parents esocaped the hunger they
suffered before, During the Communist regime his parents
were unable to buy any kind of clothihg,

(9d) This 18 imposeible for a kulak, To duestion (d-iili) respondent
made the following remark: Through intimidation his Tather
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was forced by the Community Council to slgn loans for the
five-yearm plan and the peace loan aotioch., !His Pather knew
that he hasn't the money to mm pay the loans but he had to
slgn. Then they ask for the noney and slnoe he could not pay
1t, his cows, plge and all the inventorles were carrled off
because he did not pay for the loan,

To questfion (d-1v) respondent said "There is nothing
like a net income for a kulak,”
They lived in their own house,

and of these

The house was orowded., His parents had three rooms
one was cﬂnfianatgg by the Communiet Party to be used as an
office, Then thie rocm wae returned,but instead a larger
room was Laken f£mmm from them and used ee a classroom for the
public school. In the other %wo rooms his parents lived, hile
grandmother and hle slster,
The peasants live& on a modegt food ration and provide for
it through their owvm production. They eat what they grow and
buy very little., The worst condlitiona ever experienced were
in 1950~ 1953 when they had tc gtand in line for bread
which they couldn't boke themselves as it was usual in every
pesasant home. The state bakery from the neighboring vlllage
gupplled the bread, in quality quite different they ¥m are
uged to., Dread is the main nourighment of the Hungarlan
peasant, and it was felt catastrophie not having bread as
much they need and thex kind they like, To tuy factory-made
bread 1s ona of the most frustrating thought a Hungarian
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e
farmer' 8 wife can imaging.

Absolutely nothing.

Only the bare necessltlies,

Tn rural areas, especlally in very emall villages that's very
1ittlg. They had electric lipght, but no gas. They burned
trees dried for a short peried ond in wintertime dung 18
burned.

Difficultiee arose in providing fuel when his father was
denied to cut tress, FPermisegion was nesded for that, too.
Sometimes it happened that the supply of élentriuitr vas
temporariiib suepended.

Hig parents were not insured. They had to make use of a
private doctor. Uhen his mother got very sick and medieal
help was needdd, the blll amounted to over 2000 forints.
WWhen respondent was in job far from hls village, e ,
he z3d recelived all the beneflts, medlcal and soclal eSrvlices
which were the usual,

Very 1little,

For nothing,.

oo

ax Yes,

Hungary as a whole wae extremely exploited, except indlviduals
in high government and party pgfitlana.

By the system and ite prineipé@iﬁ=maintainers.

Before the mme norm system the sltuation of the workers was
better, Then, khm through the Ska)mmaxk StakhanoviteR
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procedures some could make more money but the average

worker couldn't do 1it, .GGBEEQuBntlr the average man'se
average incoge fell off,

It was a Torm of exploitatlon and abuse,

They were not justified by any means, It became never known
just how much the fixed amount of reparations is, The
payments air had to go on and on without limlts and the
Hungarian people became outraged because they felt thet's a
newv kind of slavery. This contributed to developlng more and
more hate againet the Ruesians snd their willing servante in
the Hungarian government,

In his Job at the theater there was nothing of thia kind,
But at the college respondent had to participate in the
meetings and lectures of DISZ, but if he did not appe=sr,
noties was taken of 1t and the informer placed into his
gtudent grnup,(?his was a smaller group of Ten to twelve
gtudents who worked together and studled ﬁogethﬁfl put hig
eye on respondent and watched him oclosely,

Skeptlcal.

There wae no growing, kx but instead set-backs,

Many things were wrong. )

First of all,the agrarlian polleys: the productivity of
agriculture, the livestook, they suffersd badly i#km through
ungensible rulee and regulations, Thg small landholders were
compelled to join the kolichoz and through the forced

delivery of the livestook no replacemant was made posslble,
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Secondly, through the mpE speedy development of tha heavy
industry for which Hungary hadn't sufficlent raw material,

the economic balance of productlon was mki disturbed,

It was positively wrong., The distributlion of land was a
problem in Hungary, mllliones of peasants were proletarlans
and the whole development in this field appeared as a curse
of agricultural Hungary,

After the Second Viorld Yar the condltloms improved a km 1little
blt, But when the Gam?unists took over, the agricultural
conditione turned from bad to worse, They promisalto help
the agrarlan proletarians, however, this wasn't the oszse.
Many young peasante had to leave the farms and headed for
Budapest where they hoped to find é'fn‘bu in the factories.

It is a Tact that many found a 1llvilhood as mhims Im unlearned
workers, some weni %o industrlal courses and hﬂcmax!%d
workers. ‘Eet the agricultural development suffered great
set-backs, and as a result Hungary, always well-supplied with
foed, found itself in a scarcity of unheard-fhof dimenalons,
It was a promleing undertaking., After the war was over, the
sountry was Impoverih j?’ﬁa.na @xdmr disorganized. The plan

had worthy aims, the stabilization of the money, the bullding
of bridgec, rallroads, highwaye, and the expahsion ef industry,
agriculture and the eetablishment of new cultural institutions
were badly needed and actually also ach&eved, Everything
gtarted well, including a new echool system, but some parts

of the program watered down and others went into the extremes,
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(11g) Pecple had no confidence in it and had great doubts. It
wae motivated by clase struggle and governed by the nrinciples
imported from Rusela. It was not concelved in accordance
with Hungorian requiremente, and from the point of view of a
& balanced oand proepercus general national economy the detalls
of the general "plan appearged to be nonsensic¥z, In faot,
that what meny people gﬂgautad, unfortunately became true.

(11h) hen Imre MNegy made his first radlo speech in 19562 or 1953
people placed grreat hopes in him. Especially the peasants
expected eome changes in agrerian policy, He proved great
courage in contradioting Rakosi by ochallenging openly the
Moocowite line of the Communist Party. Nagy had seen renlistloclly
the probleme of agriculture., He has clearly seen not only the
deterioration of agriculture Byt but also the peasants' at-
titude to Communiet polley., The Humgarian paasanﬁs love
for his land, and the inecentive which he recelves from hls
iabor,had perlehed to such a degree that agricultural
production was made impossible, Imre Nagy did not make a
secret of it that the country's economic polley has to grow
out of the country's economic needs. This would have meant
a relaxation of the pressure put on the peasantry and
coneequently more production cnd bettér supply of food,

(111) Has no information on that.

(113) It wae worse before the revolution but better than in 1951;
in the economic fields thare was a general relaxation insofar
that food was avallable, but the general Yiei¥m living standard
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wes 8tlll very low because food was relatively expensive and
other industrial consumer goode were hich in price. People
oould not afford to buf clothing for instance, The real
wages of workers declined because actuslly they couldn't buy
too much for their take~home wages. Fut it was still better
than in 1851; for the peasante there was a Elightm
for the better, insofar that the balance of the foroced
deliveries which the pmasants could not supply was not
ineléted upcon. ©So were the old debte the peasants were
ungble to pay, also cancelled,

Very important, becauee when people are prevented in
satlafying thelr minimal needs of 1lviihood, they feel
threatened, suppressed, and gensitive to socoial conditions,
Basically they are important, Yet, 1t depends from the
peraonal vliews of the indivldual and from his tradition,

But there 1s a minimum for everybody and everyvhere and the
Hungarian people did not find this minimum during the
Comnunist regime. If there isn't the minimum of the mlnimum
avallaeble, no cultural aims can ever be met,

The individual euppresclon snd the elimination of Hungarian
ldentification and independence were felt repelling, At the
same time one had the feeling that Tforces arg at work which
want to make believe that thg Russlans are actually superior
in everything,

Firatbf all the youth becauee the regime tried to use the youth
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for 1te owm purposes at any price and all the time, The
Communiasts imposed upon the youth an educatlon which made
gilling tools, Torgetting that they have their own alma and
alaso the gbility to tbfimg think for themselves.

Respondent doesn't know it.

S0 fara as respondent could learn it, they were againat the
Communists and he saw many young workers marching and

fighting with the students,
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Four years of grade school at Mezoladany. Four years of Junior
high school =il our vears of Pericultural High
School at <EEEER Here respondent got his high school diploma
in 1949. One year at the Wedical School ;ﬁ?the'ﬂniversity of
Debrecen. Three years at the Music Conservatory at Debrecen. One
year at the School of Mugle in Budapest. Three weeks at The Muslc
Conservatory, the College of Musical Arts at Budapest. B

college
The high school. Regpondent could not finish any mmimed which he
attended.
The Agricultural High School JENGING
Yes.
In 1944 respondent went to the agricultural high school and after-
wards to the schools mentioned sbove. He went to schools to earn
degrees.
No.
Yeg, first to the medical school and then to the music school.
XXX At the medical school it was conpulsory.
In all schools EWMEIE they were compulsory subjects.
He was sent to the agricultural high school by his parents, but tke
medical and musical colleges were his own cholce because of his
inelination.
Yes, it was an excellent school.
Wanted to earn the diploma of musical education, to be authorized

to teach music.

Wanted to become a professional musician.
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He hoped very much that he would be able to complete his educatiorn,
but was not sur?_in that éﬁ all. He was afraid,when his lmulsk
origin willlhe digecovered, he will be HX¥ expelled from this schocl
too, as he was from the medical school.

No.

He was anxious to receive the medical diploma, but could not.
Reapondent was expelled from the Medieal School of the Univermity
of Debrecen.

To become a physleian. He would have felt happy if he could domplete
hia musical studien at the musie ecnsa;vatary. He expected that his
income and hisz social prestige would be higher than otherwize.
ledieine.

Because he felt atiracted to it and liked it.

Becausge he was BXEIEE expelled from the medieal gchool.

It did not change.

He ia in love with music and likes a musical career. After he was
expelled from the medical achool. he decided to become a student of
the muslie aesdemy. Ee studled musie sinee early childhoed, but not
with professional intentions. He thought that at the acadeny of
migic no questions will be asked about the origin of the candidates
before they are admitted. In view of the less rigld rules practleed
at the academy of musle, respondent was admitted to this school.

At the pgramnsr school, the junior high schoool, andé the high school

he was a good astudent. At the medisal school he was a medlocre
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student. At the musieal schools he was an excellent student.

(6 a) He was intellectually interested and liked to study.
(7) Unfortunately, not.
(7 a) He was jrevented from studying medicine. Expelled from the Medieal

Sehool of the Univergity of Debrecen, a3 the son of a kulak he was
prevented from beconing a doctor,

Intewieweg‘a remark: I glive here the procedure which
aecompanied the expulsion of respondent from the medieal school.

The students of the medical school were organized in student
groups, conslsting of sbout 15 students. The purpose of these groupsa
was to help each cother in study as well as to be observed as to
their communistic reliability. In the day-to-day living and working
together, the students got to know each other better. In each
astudent group were certalin assigned observers who were able to get
out information from every atudent and they kept an eye on those
who were guspiclous. They talked with the students and asked from
them many questions and so were able to get detailed information
and facts on each student. One day respondent was called into the
administration department of the University for interrogation.
Before that, however, he was excluded from the DISZ. This happened
in the following manner: +the 160 members of the DISZ were called
to a session to discues the case of respondent, as the only agenda
of the meeting. First the secretary of the DISZ made a speech to
the effect that respondent is not deserving to be & member and he
requested his expulsion because of his kulak origin end because
respondent had submitted false information about his origin. He
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is,therefore, an unwanted element and must be excluded from the
goclety of studentas. The gecretary asked the assembly to take
position to the agenda. A few students spoke, most of them because
they were foreed to epeak up, and they too demanded the expulsion
of respondent. The secretary of the DISE asked respondent to
return his membership book and to leave the room. Respondent has
forgotten what he said in answer sfter he was asked for his remarks.
He felt dizzy and crushed snd his words eacapéfhin memory .

On the wallpaper of the medieal achool caricatures appeared,

poking fun at respondent. (§¥¥% other students avoided his
company and did not speak with him any more. Respondent was ad-
mitted to the medical schocl by submitting a certificate to the
effect that his father hag had property of 75 holds sbout 12 acres,
but in reality his father owned 35 holdas. Respondent felt that he
was morally Jjustified to lie because the whole systen is based on
falsehood and lies and nobody is sincere and tells the truth in
Communist Hungary. He felt that it is an outrageous injustice to
prevent a student who wants to study Juet because his Tather has a
small preperty.

Yes, the children of the Commmniet Party members, and all thcse
who wers not supposed to be hostile to the regime, according to their
soclal origin.

Yes, there were, some subjcctas of indoectrination in addition to the
special subjeets which the students learned.

They had to study at the medleal scheol political seience, ecEnomics,
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marxism, and military subjects. The soclal sciences took up

four to six hours a week and the military education and training
two to three hours a week. and Marxism 1s & waste of &

He and the other students Jnew that, studying Russian social Scisncedy
ddoagh they were not interested in these subjectas because they are
far from their geledted field of knowledge. Resgpondent felt
obliged to study these subjects, otherwise he would have heen
charged with belng anti-Rugsian in feeling and anti-regime in
attitude. He dld the best FE he could, yet he lost about seven
hours a week and considering that they had to read supplementary
literature on these subjects, he felt they are a great burden on
gstudents, badly affecting the efficiency in those fields which they
chose to study. L

He studied Russian with ne interest in it. If he had falled in the
exam, that would have set back his whole medical study.

The ideological subjects had no significance whatever for a medical
student. Nobody could beccme a better doctor for lmowing, for
instance, the dialectial materialism,

Respondent hates everything military, and he doesn't want a part

in it. He and the other students amused themselves sbout the
lacking intelligence of the cfficers who lectured to them; they
ecouldn't speak even correctly the Hungarlan language.

At the collepge sports were compulsory every Saturday. He liked it,
did 1t, and spproves of 1t.
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It positively had an effect on children.

The children's attitude changed toward their parents, to each
other, and, sbove 211, toward all adults. They experienced
antagonigtic views and attitudes between the school and the home.
Their respect to adults lessened and toward each other, their
discipline was loose and quite uncooperative.

The Communiet ldeas were not without effect on children, but it

was not permanent.

No.

Az a peasant boy respondent has lmowledge only of peasant children.
And he ecan speak only of his native village. There the children
gtl1ll stood under the influence of their parents and the teachers
therselves did not push too hard the commmnigtic ideas. Peasants
live close together and the teachers and parents know each other
very well, so that the achool X& itself could not exert an influence
on children, or at least to such a degree that 1t would antagonize
the parents.

It is effective with the first and second graders, but ineffective
when children are between fourteen and seventeen, becoming critiecal
and esger to think for thenselves.

In younger age the physlcal development takes up most of the energy
of the young people and when they near the eighteenth year of age,
elemente of spiritual life enter their lives.

They were peasante for many generatlions.

Feasants.
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(11) The Comunist regime ealled them kulaks.

(12) A peesant who tilled the soll.

(12 a) He did not.

(12 b) He was a farmer all his life.

(12 ¢) Respondent respected it and liked it.

(12 d) 8Six years of grammer school.

(12 e) He was EXEEENEXEEX pleased that respondent wanted to study medicine.

(13) During the childhood of respondent, his parents had what they needed.
At that time they were better off.

(13 a) The land property of respondent's parents was expropriated and
they remained without an income. (Interviewer's remark; Tfacts
and conditions conecerning kulaks crop up at various gections of
this interview. See answers heard before and those to come,)

(14) During the childhood of reapondent the family consisted of five
menmbers ,

(14 a) Grandmother died, sister married, both parents are now living.

(14 b) No.

(15 a) Mother did work as 1t is usual with farmers' wives,

(15 v) He was dead for many years,

(15 e,d) His sister worked ;Lﬂt: the household before she married and his
grandmother did the same before she diled.

(18) It hurt respondent very much.

(16 a) He was denounced as an enemy of the regime,

(17) Respondent was unmarried.

(18, 19, 20, 21) are not applicable to respondent.
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Their EiXX relations were always cordial and they got along very well.
Yes.

Usually in the evening when they got together and many times
relatives came visiting. All sorte of guestions came up, family
affaires and economic worries, national questions and international
affairs as well.

There vwere no ¢conflicting views sbout the educatlion of respondent.
They sent him to Debrecen into high school and supported him. DBut
when he grew up and had to go to college, his parents were unable

to give him any kind of material assistance.

Nothing. He pald respeet to them all the time.

Respondent lived first im Debreeen and then in Budapest, where he
studied. He visited his parents on holldays and during vaecationa.

It wage a closely lmit famlily and in the last years they were even
more devoted to each other.

It was typical among those who were called kulaks.

He had very little spare time, but then he liked to do some sports.
During vacation, when he was with hig parents, he helped them in
thelir work.

When he was with his parents during the sumer vacatlons, he spent
all his time with them,

He would have liked to travel across Hungary, but had no means for it.
To make foreigh trips was his great desire, but it was not posalble.
Among the kulaks they tightened very much and the same ig true of

the intélligentsia in the citles. Amony the young people in the
villages they loosened a little bit, but not so much as in the cities,
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where family ties in general loosened more among young people than
elderly people,
People iam rural arezs and in cities live in different conditions
and are exposed to different influences.
In the country much more than in the clties, where the family ties
loosen on acecount of the opportunities for each member of the family
to go its own way.
Among the kulaks and the intelligentsia very muck, and respondent
believes that gemeraslly family interdependence increased.
In villages not at all and in cities neither.
It 1s impossible to generalize, for there are digtlinet differences
based on the background of the people and the actual conditions
in which they live. Generally spealking there are differences
between the population of towns and the country.
Yes, they did. The relation between boys and girls is more informal
and they equalized. Many girls go today pesd@Ey to schools,
eapecially to colleges in variance with conditions before. At the
college, for instance, they speak with each other more informally,
they "tegezik egymast" (this is the more intimate form of address,
like "tutoyer" in French).
Interviewer's remark: since respondent ie of rural origin and kept
in touch all the time with his native village, I dilvided my questions
eoncerning rural and eity life, conditions, and customs.

In the villages people at dances and scoetimes at lectures,
but usually in the afternoon on Sundays or holidays. The youth in
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towns meet in the evening,too. They go to the movies or for a walk,
freely and unattended., This is not the case in villages, there girls
don't go out with boys. Traditionally., the repytation of a girl
suffers 1f she 18 seen with a boy several times or in suspicious
elrcumstances., Girls, when they approach the eighteenth year of age
are bound for marriage. Actually MEEEE many of them marry

at sixteen or seventeen. In cities the gituation iz quite different.
Girls go to school, they want}ca’nd the parents request it that they
learn a trade or a profession. And when they are planning marriage,
they lmow it, and the parents insist on it that thes girl finish her
studies in order to earm a livelihood. As a rule, girls in cities
prepare themselves for a Job because they know that she has to work
in addition to her husband. If the boy is a student, he postpones
his marriasge until he recelves his diploma. If he ig a young worker,
he 13 waiting until he receives his certificate of qualifigation in
the trade, With peasant folks there is gtill the custom of a dowry,
an institution practiced before commniam in Hungarlan eities too.
Mmong the elty population the dowry disappeared cnmpleteﬁy, Instead
of the dowry the girls' earning power plays a role in the marriage.
Generally it can be sald that young people marry between 18 and 24,
with the boy two or three years older than the girl.

Among the ruralpopulation, something like courtship, as we know 1t
in c¢itles, iz not customary. A few village women, who know everything
and everybody, are still at work as matchmalkers. They imtroduce
the candldates and after a period the families decide about the
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marriage and the wedding. The custom of the girl's dowry plays
a role, but among the city population it dissppeared completely
and the girl's earning power iz talken into account. If the young
peasant couple is unable to get an apartment, usually the girl moves
intc the house of the boy's parents. Some young couples are able
+0 bulld their own house, but if they are of kulak descent, no
permission is given them.

In the eourtship of the young people in towns there 1ls hardly
any kind of luxury. The boy and the girl partieipate in satisfying

their common interest, they go to sport events, to meetings, to the
theater and the movies. When both earn s salary they marry. They
are unable to furnish their cwn apartment, and therefore move into
a furnished room if it ig assigned to them by the rent office. If L
they cannot move to one of the parents, they are happy to get a '
furnished room. For furnishing an apartment they have no money. |

Regpondent knows a young leadling actor who was very famous for his
leading roles in classic plays such as Hamlet. He lived with his
wife and small child and mother-in-lsw in a two-room apartment
because he couldn't afford arything better,

These conditions resulted in the deterioration of family life. In
rural areas the changes wWere not so much pronounced than in TCowns,
where the divoree rate was much higher than before. Pivoreea on {
aceount of infidelity were frequent.

In 1947 or 48 prostitution wzs officlally abolished. It was
explained ag a capitalist institution for the exploitation of
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women. Courses in factories were given to prostitutes and they
had the opportunity to take jobs in factories. Many of them became
streetear conduetors, taxi drivers, but mostly factory workers.
Yet, a seecret prostitution survived with the effect that the
authorities lost any control over I&i Bince offiecially prostitution
did not exist any more.
It seems that  tpey are stricter about sexual matters, but in
reality sexual life became much looser. In villages the youth 1s
watched very carefjully, and since the blame was laid on the girl,
girls are reserved. The same could be observed smong college girls,
with a very few exceptions. There was no inclination for free love,
or intimate relatioms. In a few cases students entered marriage.
but 1t was rather the exeception. If there were marriage plans,
usuzlly they were postponed until after they finighed achool.

It was different, however, with the working class. @Girls have
received complete equality. in 1life as well as in jobs. They
moved and behaved as free and independent women if they went to work.

Since most of the ¥Hil

i women had Jobs, it happened very frequently
that they were involved with one of their colleagues. The cppor=-
tunity, and sometimes the desire to keep a job, resulted in = INHEE
loosening of sexual morality. The premarital intercourse sermed

to be frequent and problems of extra-marital life had arisen.

At the outset of the regime, it was strictly against birth control.
The doctors were severely penalized for sbortions. Abortlon was

a eriminal aet, and only in 1955, for same other reasons than health,
were abortions permitted if approved by the committee of doctors
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Which functioned at the elinics.

There were more illeglitimate children than before. It was a
congequence of the relaxation of thinking in sexual matters. The
illegitimate children have the same rights as the legitimates,
their mothers were proteetad by ecyurts and the natural father had
to pay alimony by eourt order.

Yez. A friend of his with whom he grew up in the village.

He was a teacher principal at the publie school.

He was 26 years old and the son of a2 small landholder.

They went together to grammer school, but after having studied at
different colleges and differemt towns, they met only occasionally.
Never,

Insofar as they were not zo frequently together any more as they
were when they were children.

Yes. They wrote each other when respondent was in Hungary.

The attractive character, similar views, and his loyalty whieh he
highly appreeciated inm his friend. He understood his precarious
poeition a8 the son of a kulak and he encouraged him all the time.
Yes. This would have alienated him from his friend because their
views on and their apprpaches to the conditions of life and to
polities would be too different.

The father is Greek Catholic (Eastern rite) and the mother Roman
Cathollec.

They all are religlous.

He belleves in religion and does practice it.

It has.

e — s —
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(31 a) Children do not ¥# get religious education any more, because the
parcehial schools were closed with a very few exceptiona. Those
wWho were irreliglous became more 30, and those who were religious
find in religion today even much more than before the Communist
regime, *

(31 ») Not all equally. Most Hardly the Roman Catholics, but the Reformed
and the Jews were hit too. There was a strong general pressure
against all religious faiths, there were, however, gradations.

(31 ¢) The Comunists interfered with the Catholiecs in the strictest
manner because they believed that the Catholie teachings are
BE basleally againgt the regime and they found the Catholie Churech
politieally the most hostile, The Communists did rot display thelr
hostility so mueh sgainst the Protestante and the Jews, at lesat
not to that degree, but they were jJjust the same against the reli-
glous teachings of both.

{31 &) Because they tried to destroy everything they thought is against
communigm, and so they wanted to substitutef the religious doctrines
with the doctrine of materiailsm.

(31 e) They wanted to stamp 1t out completely. Umsatisfied with half
solutions, if they had been able to dwstroy religlion completely,
they had done it, but they did not succeed on account of the
r&aiatanne of the belleverz. In these clrcumstances there is no
way whatsocever to use religion for thelr own ends.

(31 ) In regard of the Catholie Church, it was the persecution of the
leaders and not so much of the members of the Catholle Church. They
atsempted to presgure the believers, but no persecution took place
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Just because someons was a member of a Church.
Offieially there was freedom of religion, everybody eould go to i
church, including respondent, but aectually the situation was 5
different. In the case BIX of a student like respondent was, the
Party seecretaries knew which student went to church and astood
under clerical influence. This resulted in disadvantages in
scholagtic life, for instance, in gaining schelarshipe or recelving
marks at examinations, especially in Harxism.

Every Sunday.

The churches were crowded with people of middle age and clder,
children and young people not so many. As to soeclal groups, they
were mized and most of the people went Sunday to church. It is a |
faet that more pesple attended churches during the EBE regime than-

before. Perhaps they were not so much led by thelr rellgious
convietion but felt the need of an escape from the world of !
suppression.

They were people unable tc resist strongly enough the Communist
pressure, though they were religlous people. The Commmnists

succeeded to gﬂgﬁ? for their own ende and the peace priest were
nisguided and/inqiviguals.

They adjusted differently. The church leaders of the Catholiec Church |
refused the cooperation and did not adjust themselves, and only |
a few of the priests dld. Among the Protestant denominations some

of the leaders adjusted to the demands and consequently many of the

|
|
ishes ¢ i

pastors in Pmtutantpm,ng%t there were known cases that |
|
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the pastors in some EEAEE communities did not heed the orders of

the bishop because they opposed them by convietion.

It is more important rurfé:m who have religious feeling and are
used to go to church, anﬂ/:‘meam less to young people who have no
religious feeling at all. Among the peasantry the religious
feeling of young people is Just the same as it was for thelr parents.
Here again no striet rules can be set up, espeeclally smong the

eity population.

There were 105 Jews in the village of birth of respondent. The
Nazis ecarried them off in trueks and of the 105 Jewus four have
returned at the beginning of the Commmist regime. These are tweo
coupleg who had small stores in the wvillage, now they are employed
at the state store.

At the outset of the regime, they were rather in favor of 1t, many
became menbers of the Commnist Party, but mostly for reasons to

get a job or to make a living. Among the students the Jews were

as pagsive to the regime a8 the non-Jews. There were a few
Communiste among the students, but relatively not more than non-Jews.
In his village, the Jews did the same what the non-Jews, they were
indifferent to the reglme and did not speak up in favor of 1%.

Jews must have the same opportunities as other people have,

camplete equality in every respect.

The beat off were the leaders of the regime, and in the worst
situation did find themselves the kulaks, since they were completely
liquidated.

T T —————
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To the kulaks.

He would have liked to be a doctor and belong to the medieal
profession.

A trained technician with a college degree.

Because 1t meant security and a relatively better paid job.

He should have = very good train.‘.l.ng‘ to become outstanding, more
than the average techniecian is. If the advice seeker had been a
good friend of his, he would tell him not to join the Communist
Party, but he wouldn't dare to say that teo a stranger.

The children of Party membere, the sons and daugligters of workers
and peagants, except those of the kulaks.
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Nevédr.
He was forced to be interested in 1t, but zectually his interest
was the possible minimum, He felt he is a student and had to be
engaged in his selected field. To aequire medical knowledge takes
up a2 great deal of time end besides he had no inclination for
polities.
He didn't try to be active, and was an onlooker perforce.
HBEIT Negligible.
He d1d not.
Students in musical schools were generally not inmterested in
ﬁ?litien and he was even less.
£%/did not.
His main grievance wWes that he was not permitted to study.
1) less important
11 to vii) very ilmportant
viii) not important
ix)-(x1) very important
x1i) XB one more of kls important camplaints: the fact thet
1ife was bullt on lles and on falsehood end om the lack of
confidence of man in man undermined social morality and this
means complete futility of human existence.
The inadequate opportunities to advance, the suppression of thoughts,
the subjeection to ideas which were repulsive, and XRER then the
low living standard, with no possibility of clothing and reduced
quantity of food.
The oppressive economie poliey, the interference in religioua life,
and the hopeleseness to improve the living contitions of the peasants.
The lack of apartments and the insufficient supply of food and

clothing, the whole policy of the regime, which wWas not in favor
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of the workirg clasa, but claimed the right to speak in 1Ts name.
All the communistic teachingse and practices, including the
sguppression of religion.

They nurtured high hopes the regime gave them, but when they saw

what is going on, that there is a great difference between promises
and reality, they became disappodinted.

They were felt permanently, many people felt them all the time,
including respondent. He was worried day and night whether he

will ever firish his studies. He saw the injustice perpetrated

upon his pareate who found themselves in a catastrophic situation.

Yes, ﬁhrﬂend:. It was the moat frequent subject of conversation,
but only with really good friends and relatives.

He could not change the fact that he was the son of a so-called
kulak. He resigned to the fact that he couldn't become a doctor
and tried to help himself by takirgup the study of music lnstead
of medieine. The only thing he could do was to study far from his
native village, because the Commmists were after him as muech as

they were after his parents.

Respondent wes 17 years old in 1948.

He was & teenager at that time and did not give any thought o
political partles.

Yes, to the Small Landholders' Party.

He was never interested in politics, but when he became conscious

Was
of it he was always againet the regime. He ym in favor of it when

T ——

P
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the Communists permitted and promoted the rising of talented
people by giving them an opportunity for education. Hkost of them
were people who otherwige would not have the opportunity to study
at all, though they were talented and ambitlious. They helped them
finanelally and opened the way to higher education. Respondent

is against all the other deeds of the Commnist regime.

It never changed, he was againet 1t all the time.

Very many people felt the same way, especlally those who could

see the great injustices made by the Communists. Those who did
not feel the injustice and the repulsive class struggle, could
more easily ameept the conditions. And those who have advantages
from the regime were certainly for it.

It is wrong to say that just about the whole population remained
loyal. The extent of loyalty was proved by the Revolutlon, and
before that the general passive resistance and the individual
gabotage were well known. These were local and personal expressions
agalnst the regime snd not an open BEXEL national movement, they
eould be controlled end suppressed locally snd individually. or
kept secret for ever.

The Russlans through thelr Hungarian henchmen. The Hungarian
Communista, the principal leaders of the Communist Party,represented
much more the Rusalan intereats than those of the Hungarian people.
The Russian rule cculd have been seen in Hungariany polities, in
economic life, and in the cultural aims.
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Within Hungary there was only one volce, znd this was that of the
Hungarian Cemmunist Farty,

Rakosi was Stalin's trusted man in Hyngary. He was supported im
the Communist Party by a group of Stalinists, but there were others
too in the Party who were not so much in favor of Rakosi's
Stalinism.

The Communist FParty ruled the police as well as the govermment.

At the village of respondent,; the community council executed the
law in such a way the Party wanted to do it.

The representatives of the Russian Soviet MﬂﬂmWMmtm e
It existed only for formality, lawmaking was a formal affair of
Farlizment., The bills introduced in Parliament were beforshand

approved by the Party and the Ew&mnt.

It was utterly ridiculous. There was only omne party and the
candidates were ...unlmoWn....., nobody had ever heard of them.
The nomination of the candidates, tThe lists put to electica, both
were a puzzle te respondent. The sad fact was that people were
afraid not %c go to vote, even Imowing that elections were not
real and free elections.

At the village of respondent, the community council had very great
power, The cammunity counell executed all the laws of the
Government and the wishes of the Communist Party. This counecill
decided who were the kulalks of the village. There wag no [ixed
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rule to determine who is really a kulak, and the council dié it
of its own. /"q?irst,in the village were two, then three, then six,
and then ten, and lster scme more who were classified 28 kulaks. %
The eouncll's suthority was so strong that no appeal to any other
governrental office could be made., Those whon they picked out to
be a kulak was a kulalk for all the time. When Rakosi was asked
to lzy down the rules for the group to be knmown as the Hungarian
kulaks, he could net give a definite answer, and finally conceded
that this should belong to the authority of the village councils.
So it could happen thet in one village a peasant who had fifty
acres of land was not 2 kulak, and in snother village where a
peasent owned only ten acres, he wea classified as a kulak., The
respective decisions of the local counciles meant life or deasth to
a peasant whom they claseified asx a lulak,

(5 a) VYes, there were too many controlling orgams. If someone wanted
to move just for a short peried to another cammunity, long
quastionnaires in many ecjoles had to be filled out for the golice.
These questionnalres were gent to different offices and all had
to work on them. Sinee control of pecple was very strong, a large
nurber of employees wers needed in offices.

(5 e) There were, snd very frequently the press reported on them.
Respondent has no parsonal experience in this respect.

(5 r) Ameng the employees were,first of all the old experienced professi-
onals, The young employees were of peasant and working class
:rrigin., Reubumient knew ¢ friend whose schooling conmlated of
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elght gradea of i‘;ﬂafehmi, and when he was twenty he became
the district controller of the state shop., His father was & member
of the Communiat Party.

(5 &) Young workers and peasant boys. They were sent to the Kossuth or
Petofl Military Academy. The more tzlented were sent to Moscow
military schoels and upon their return they advanced to majors or
%g&mr&lﬂ at the age of 28. They received good
salaries and pleasant gpartments.

(6) Itn members could continue their studies, and they had advantages
in receiving joba and in the jobs.

(6 a) The membera had to go to the meetings, to lectures and cother
activities, 1like balls with daneing, and it was expected of them
that they play an active role, to be well prepared for functions
in the Communist society.

(6 v) Yen, they did,

(6 ¢) The knowledge that if one wanted to advance, one had to be a member,
(6 a) Ugually young people did not dodge teo join it,

(6 e) Renpondent does not know such a ease.

(6 £) Yes,

(6 g) At high scheol in 1948.

(6 n) When he was a atudent at the music achool, he was a member of

DISZ, the leader of an athletie group.
(6 1) At the examimation of adnigaion it was taken into consideration.
(6 5) He had to glve some tlme to 1%t on account that he had to do some
administration work for the sport groupl. And the meetlings took
time, too.
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Fiwe hours a wWeek, fer reasons sald before.

He ceould spesk up in matters of routine weork. The policy and
eonduet of the erganization, however, came fram higher up,

It was sponsoresd by the Communist Party and Party members ran it.
Reapondent believes that the sge limit for memberghip in DISZ

wap 28 years of age.

Convineced Communists were members of the Party, but there were
many Just as being opportuniste, because membership meant advantages.
Those who wanted to get positions or to keep their positions.
Those who belisved in commnism and were active proponents of it.
But there vere a very great many who used the membership of the
Commniat Party as a means for thelir professional atvancemsnt .
Respondent does not know,

To serve the Commmist cause and the state, liembers had to pay
Party dues too.

Respondent lmew a pessant who owned eight acres and another psassnt
who owned 2f 24 seres and & third one who got three acres; they
Joined the Party for convenilence, but it was lmown that they were
not. Cammunists.

Respondent does not know shout it.

e,

No, at least he belleves 3o,

He had great difficulties in his studiea, but he never tirled to
gain advantages by Joining the Commmnist Party.

Ambitious veaeple who Wanted to advance in life, many emong them
who had no background, then those whoX wanted jobs or were afrald
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that they would loose their jobs, especially those of middle age
who had family obligstions.

There was an influence exerted on the membership, since they
received instructions on behavior. This could be seen when members
of the Party talkted with peeople, eapeelally those whe were
cenvinced Communists.

The Party was run by tha Central Coanmittee in Budapest, and on the
local level there were the local leaders of the Commmnist Party.
The Party influence was complete.

There was no direct influecnce whatever, only an overall pressure
on the whele religiocus bedy.

Tes.

% the DISZ and, apg an exployee of the theater, he belonrged te

‘%l}&tmtgvgfmti Dﬁlgﬂ%cém sza)am Szovetsege. (National Assoclation
It war advlssble.

Respondent knew the children's boy and girl scout groups called
"Uttorok Szervezete,” an orgaenization for childen from grade
school on until they reached the fifteenth year of age., Then

they joined the DISZ; The high school students were members of

the loeal DISZ, Respondent krowz the woren's organization, whose
prograr was to educate the women of Hungary to be good Communiats.
Its nsrve is Magyar Nok Demokrstilus Szovetsege, (Hungarian Wemen's
Democratic Asmoelation),

In general, in rural aress, including the native village of
regpondent, all organizations except the Communist party were
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nominal. Peasants are no jolners of organigzations. In towms

they could Eiﬁch betvter, yet,the chlldren's organization., the
Ploneers, did exist in villagee too, because 1t was compulsory.
Children had to join them as much as in the big elbies, because
the parenta were put under pressure. Children d4id like this
Pioneer organization, but it was not $dw the parents because
they were afraid this 1z nothing else but a preparatlion for the
Commurist Party asctivitcies.

To the sbove mentioned two organizations, the DISZ and to the
trade union Bl MUDOSZ , |

The DISZ wan the orgenization of students and young workers and
peasant boys. It wes a large national organization with many local
branches in schools, factorles, and educational institutions. It
had lecal groups in villeges too, Thke DISZ was called sn auxiliary
ha.ttal:ﬁun of the Commmnist Pariy, governed b}r}g:tianal committee
and led by the natiomal chalrman.

The MUDOSZ, mentioned above, was the trade union for all
those who were engaged in jobe concerned with artistic work. It
was a netional unioen with many leeal branches.

It was advisshle te join these two organizations which respondent
joined because they promized advantages. He jolned the DISZ in
1948 and the NUDOSZ 1g 1853.

He paid first of all the dues he had to pay. He attended some of'
their meetings. There the members wer2 requested to take the floor

and speak up in discusaicns, but respoadent never did that. It was
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g:ipeu;tad that they tate an actlive part, to show real interest in
sty asctivitien.
The goal of the DISZ was to prepare the youth for useful Party
membership. The purpose of the trade union MUDOSZ was to represent
the interests of the members, but they never éid anything, just
send a few pecple to canatoriump aznd sumer vacations, really a
very few,

Regpondent was never clese to any of his FPellow-members.
The leaders of this DISZ greups werez fellow-students of his own
agz. They were soms snd daughters of weorkers sed peagantz. lost
of them were well prepared studentz with lmowledge, but there wers
same who went threugh short courses HEIIHEE pefore they sntered
college and therefore poorly prepared for academic studies. DMost'
of them considered it as an advantage tc be a member of the DISZ
and did not take the initlative, yet there were a few radicals and
sanguines who aimed at leaderszhip.

When regpondent wag a2 member of the trade union MUDOSZ, he
4id not know amyone of their leaders, execept the money collector
who sold him the stamps for his memdpership boolk.

At the DISZ there were informers, assigned by the amtuly dzpartments
of the University and placed into the study groups formed by

about fifteen students. f‘é.—?éﬁ were gugplielous individuals, trans-
ferred from one student group to another, keenly interested in
fellow-students' affairs, inguizitive, tryipg to find out the
smallest detalls en private lives of other student®, whether they
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go to church, what they do, what did thpy esy. Respondent, as a
kulcsic's son, was especially observed and 1t was the DISZ whieh

hed o hand In his exelusien frem the medical school,

He does not know about it.

It was genmerally lmown that merkership in these organizstions was
compulsory and it does not make much sense to refuse them, They
did not enthuse peopls and they were not popular.

Students had only the DISZ, snd they all belenged thers whether
they liked it or not and were not asked to zpprove 1t or refuse it.
There was another organizgation, the SHS, the Szabadsagharcos
Szovetseg (Freedon Fightera' Assoelation), but only very few
students belonged to 1t. It was a military group for rifle practice
and motoring.

The members were net Communists, they were net for the regime,

ia apirit and in soul they were rot for the DISZ, or for any other
Commmiatie organization, and the large, overvhelming majerity of
organization merbers belonged to them for regsons of pregsure ard
compulsion. )

It was not witheout effeect. Generally, the youth can be impreaszed
by ideas and by favors accorded o thenm. The Comunists did a
great deal to win over the youth, to make them a part of social
life. They had privileges, they could study, they had sports, but
what they saw in practical life was just the contrary of thet what
they learmed at Bchools. Since they vere encoursged to grow ug
fast and enter socisl and political life, they could see themzelves
how the regime works znd what its results ave, they becsme eritieal
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and learned the contradlictions between theory amd prectice. The
indoetrination was intensive, but its effeect falled, and the
Reveolution proved 1it.

Boys from workers and pessant families. Samne of the leadership
wWas recruited from the intellectuals.

There is a compulsory military service in Hungary for the 20-21-
year-old young men. Some of the recruite were assigned “e the
AVO g8 otherg were to other military unita. Thege boya served
their compulsery military service in an AVO hattaJ;ﬁmq

The boys came from poorer families, they were children of workern
and small peasents. They were young, 20-21; politieally in-
experienced and educstionally not advanced. Some of the recrults
who liked the life there hecame later offieers, but the higher
officers were without exception members of the Comunlst Party.
Most of the boys who were members of the AVO left XiE this service
after thelr yeara were up, as the boys left in other braaches of
the military service,

He does not know anything sbout that.

Responfent believes there ghould be made a differsncéation between
those boys who were sssigned to gervice :éftgha AVQ through the
selective service act, arnd those who were voluntary members of
the AVO., The AVO was a Ema:amgf the military forces in Hungary.

It had its own uniform, and its menmbers never appeared in clvilian
dress. But the informers who worked for the AVO were clviliasns.
At the village of respondent people knew who were the secret

irformers, spying at everybody in the village., They did secretly
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their work. Nobody was sure about 1t, but he was susplcious:

there was,for imstance eme man, a peasant 33 years of age, Who

did not do his work at the field, but he could be seen everywhere,
at the Party offices, mt the village council, and at the office

of the district AVD, He went in and out there, he had always money
and had a motor EEE bieyele,too. He wss 2 member of the Party bub
never gpoke for the Party. He was intelligemt by nature, but his
schooling was not more than six years of grade school. The village
people avoided him and tried not To meet him.
Yes, his father.

In 1951 his father was arrvested because he was a lulak., Fifty-one
years of age at that time, he was taken into custody at night.
The police came and took him to the police statlon where he was
beaten up and the next morning takf?ﬁ with a bus to the Jail of
Kisvarda.

Respondent 's father was Jalled at Kisvarda prison for a full
month, but no formal chargss were made agaimst him. Neither was
there a trial, It was never told him why they took gim into

custody and kept him for a month. When released, his father returned

to his wife and lives in his village ever since. BeSore the
father was jailed and after it,he received penalties weveral times.
They were served to him by the loeal pecliceman egnd he had to pay
the EER penalties. Once it was because allegedly he failed to

sow a certaln gector of his fileld, another time because they found
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stalk of back of the, a third time

one Mtraw. xoxxxxxx., in his courtyard af.fhe..(, house and because

his dog was barking. These kind of charges were made against

those whom they congidered BX to be kulaks.

Another peasant, 60 yeare of age, who owned about T 48 acres,

was Jalled for a similarly short period. His sonl, however, WERIvas

imprisoned for two years. Ne charges wae made against him, just

because he was the son of a so-called kulak. The father waa tsken

to the police station and there beaten up. They told him this

happena to anyone who is making jokes of the system. Another small

landholder who was denounced a8 a kulsk waa taken into custody too

and the police told him the reason ias!"you are a kmlak".

His father, who came back mentally and physically shaken,

Scme psople who returned told their stories, but mamy kept silent

because they were adviged not to tell a word sbout it. Respondent's

father was afraid to talk about the phsyical abuse he suffered,

and only occaalonally with a few words he gave indications of it

to the members of the family.

Respondent knows egpecially sbout the kulaks. In his village all

small landholders, o for sume umexplainable reason, were charged

to be kulaks, thought they were small landholders with properties

not larger thaa 50 acres. They were completely innocent ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ“'

thelir only 8in was that they had a 1little property which meybe

waa better managed or more productive than the average peasant's
property. These peasants 4id not engage in pollties, they were
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plain people who tilled the soll. They perhaps were a little
better off than the average peasant inm the village, The small
landholders who were denounced as kulaks were never engaged in
subversive activities, yet the faet that they had small landholdings
wos: i oiy-rensen bo e oy

In connection with the Rajk case there was a purging in the FParty.
The expulsion of the so-called enenies of the regime and the working
c¢lass,from the large cities to small villages and isolated farms,
was a sort of purging too.

Mot to talk, to be silent, and never say anything against the regime.
If a specialiast like an engineer or a doector, for instance, does

net engage im politieal talks, he may be safe. I& But there is

no gafe profession or, for that matter, anyone in the Hungarlan land,
who is safe against denunciations. It happened that even an
engineer was put to jall on account of sabotage, which he allegedly
eormitted by using materizl of minor quality, though that was the
only material he could use in his factory. There were people
charged with sabotage becsuse they did nmot produce the required
minimum, and they were sentenced even so that it was impossible to
produce the required minimum in the working conditions in which
tﬁh&d to produce.

It has great advantages.

It helps. Party members and people in high Govermment gosition

can be helpful.

It is the requirement for getting ahead in any position. A student
must have a proletarian background and it is very difficult to
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eonceal the oppozite unless through false documents and this works
only until it is discowvered.

Money helps to buy everything which is availsble for money,
egpecially food and clothing.

Not always, i1f his origin is considered to ke anti-regime, he is
objeet of persecuiion at sny time and for any reason.

Yes, those who are stigmatized as enemies of communism, the working
clasa, or the Hungarisn FPeople's Republic, are always in danger,
Yes, there is a distinctive common feature in all of them, though
their functions are differemi, their operations is based on the
class system and the struggle of classes. The courts are affected
by Politics and their jurisdiction is politically motivated. This
iz true even in minor court Jjudgments as it is in the attltude of
the uniformed police.

Respondent recalls a case when a young man stole a carriage
wheel from a peasant. The father of the young man was a poor
peasant and the boy did not receive any punishment, though he
confessed the gtealing.

Nowhere, because regpondent ip a class alien,

They work in the same gpirit and work in perfect harmony.
Regpondent does not know it.

There were.

In the agrarian polley about 1551 the Communists got tougher with
the peasante. As the enmphasis was placed on the heavy industry,
the burdens on the peasants were more oppresaive, but later The

T T |

s S TP—TT
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gltuation eased again.

In the rural areas the first speech of Imre Nagy made a deep
impression and the peasantry felt a little blit easier. After
Stalin's death and Tito's independent poliey the country felt a
relief because it had repercussions on the Hungarian Commmist
toughness .

Hungary was congsidered and dealt with as an occupied country IKEE
#EX whose interest is subordimated to that of the Soviet Unioen.
The Hungarian Cammnist Party recelved directions from Hoscow and
the Hungarian Govermment executed stix them.

The important and principal decisions were made in Hoscow conserning
foreign affairs and ﬁ%. The Hungarian Cammmnists tailored
them feor Hungary, but never abandoned or changed the pattern and
the spirit of the instructions received from the Kremlin. The
Hungarian Government was the executlve organ im Budapest. No
decigions were made what to do, rather how to do it in accordance
wWith Moscow's wishes.

Because all Moscow institutions were copied in Hungary and the
Cammunigts wanted to sell to the EEK Hungarlana everything as a
superb sample of perfection to be adopted in Hungary. The Commu-
nists confessed thlg openly and sald that all happiness comes from
Russia, they praised the Fueslan leadership and the Commnist
institutions as the most efficient, leading to the happines of
Hungary and the whole world.

Direct pressure was exerted by delegating Russian representativew
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to the Hungarian Government. They were in the ministries, especially
the War Ministry and the Ejfnistrw of Interior. Indirectly 1t ecould
be seen that every Hungarian university or college had Russian
lecturers, there were Russilan institutes which propagandlzed

Russian eulture. They distributed Russian books, HNEEEXR showed
Rugsian films, and tried to arouse lntersst in everything Russian.
The Govermment itself tried to feed the Hungarian people with
Rusglan culture, books, fllms, Rusalan guest performers, and by
excluding Western influence in these fields, they pressured Hunga-
rian intelleetual life into a direction which was alien to the
Hungarian people.

No.

The agriculture collectives were fashloned after the Russlan pattern.
The idea of the kolkhoz and the oversizing of the heavy industry
were Russian influences for no other reasons but to control more
easlly the Hungarisn economic life and to keep Hungary in sub-
ordination. In military affalrs the influence was most pronounced
because the Hungariasn army and the BEifgsss§ military establishmenta
are completely subordinated to Fusaian strategy. The wa?kest wag
the influence in cultural affairs. In this respect the Russification
of Hungarian life failed completely.

Soviet advisers were employed in Hungarian ministries and Iin the
large factorles. The uranium mines, of which the Hungarian people
heard very little, were kept under Russian management and thelr
axplnitatsfa was conpletely subordinated to Moscow's orders. It 1s
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believed that the Hungarian uranium is one of the most considerable
on the continent.

(16) Absolutely not.

(16 a) Yes, they do, because they learned to be passive, uninterested,
driven by compulaion and fear.

(16 b) His membership in the DISZ, what he did not like at all, and the
membership of many people in the CommunistParty. They don't like
to be members, but they must be.

(156 ¢) With close family members could he be frank and with friends, only
with those in whom he was absolutely sure.

(16 @) In fromt of unknown people or ecasual friends he would talk only
sbout very personal and umpolitical affairs. He would never discuss
with them any subjects of peolitical implications.

(16 e) Yes, but only after the first speech of Imre Nagy, when people
realized thet the eritical apirit is not completely dead, sinece
Nagy proved it. BEver since people gtarted to speak up more candidly
and even criticize the Government and some of 1ts regulations, It
was a slow process, Tirst very cautious, but shertly before the
Revolution the critlcal spirit reappeared and eventually it led to
the Revolution.

(17) There were,

(17 a) Has no experience in it,

(17 v) Regpondent tried to protect himself by submitting a false certificate

(17 e) of his origin, but he did no?t lucaeadgl He can, if he succeeds in
concealing the exact zmount of grain he harvested and he could hilde
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a part of 1t before the grain was registered by the authorities.
This could be done really omly if there is nobody in the village
who would denounce him,

He does not lmow 1t, but believes that thease are very rare cases.

If somebody was transferred to a distanmt village, this meant feor
him higher salary and better living conditions and it was rather
an advancement than a sad fact.

In about '51 or'52 a % gtriet order was published to prevent
migration, when it was prohibited to leave the working places. If
he ean receive the management's consent and if there would be a
great need for him scmewhere elge. It 1s conceivalpe that with
¢nfluential Party friends at his side he could do something.

This is the case of respondent. There is little or nothing to do,
unlesg he submits false evidence or a really very imfluential man
intervenes for him.

Anyonre who 1s satisfied with the msimeji?:l no great expectations
from life, and doesn't care of polities and social conditlons.
Everything wss imposed upon people. It was an accumulation of
suppressed feelings, whether it was a peasant, a worker, an
employee, or anyone else. And the pressure and the control was
very strong. Nobody could do anything against them. The peasant
was in oppoaitien to the regime because he got orders what to sow?
and WK plough, though he knew best how to get out the most from
the soil. The worker chested the state-owned factory because he
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had to for reaching the norm. The peasant as well as the worker
were forced into opposition, the peasant because he lmew that the
orders he received from the Govermment camnot be successfully
executed and the worker because he Imew that they are in the realm™
of ideag which camnot be materialized.

The passive resistance was the most general form of opposition

and later on, when the pressure eased, anyone counteracted the
regime the way he could.

The most suppressed people, including the kulaks, the large land-
owners, the former offiecers, the manufacturers, the businessmen,
and the high ranking officials of the public serviece. They were
completely eliminated and deelassified, and they suffered a complete
economic apnihilstion.

At the outmet, the largest part of the working class and employees,
but then they changed their attitude and started to resist for
material reasons. They found out that the Commmnist practice is
scmething different from the Communist theoires. A small part of
the peasantry, who got advantages from the regime, were for it and
less hostile.

It inereased.

It was a personal matter, There were small mp:h ;hg.eh tried to
organize some resistance and it could be learned/their fallure

as the papers described them. In some factories there wWas an
organized resistance, but they were disclosed and the offenders

were punished.,
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Probably there was an opposition in the Party because several
individusls who were leading personalities of it disappezred later
on, probably because they were cpponents of scme Party policy.
Resgpondent does not know anything of the Avmy, but of students he
is informed. The opposition grew after Rakogi's deposition and
soon the writers came out with their demandes.

The students, for instance, demanded the elimination of the Russian
language and the reduction of subjects of a political nature. Then
the writers, for instance, requested the permisgsion to travel in
foreign coumtiries and the oppertunity to write on subjects whose
themes ¥ are not related to Communist ideology.

A very large number of pollitleal jokes were in circulation. They
ridieuvled the Russians, Rakoasi, the police, and the regime in
general,

Respondent has no positive knowledge of them.

He does not kaow 1it.

Theoretically it was poseible, but it was soon discovered.

Both these organizations functlconed before, and prior to the
Revolution they were revitalized to give volee to the ideab of
freedom. The college students' movement started in Szeged and

a few students having come to Budapest revived the MEFESZ which

hag grown then to a national movement.
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Mostly fram the foreign radioce and from the Hungarisn papers.

The forelign »adios.

Hone .

Yes, he read some of them.

Of the papers he read Sgebad Nep. Of the pericdicals he read
Irodaimi Ujsag. And then the Zenel Szemle (Music Review),

Not regularly.

He was interested in the literary, masical, and politiecal events.
Almogt every section.

Not particularly. because the radio sent the editorials of the
Szgbad Nep every morning.

The features on art were of particular interest to respondent.
Everything which was near to his professiomal aims.

Yep, at the college.

They were improviesations. XHEZEEE Another student was in charge

of the wall paper and anyone who wanted to contribute turned over
his writing to this student editor.

These occaslonal coantributlons deslt with different kinds of
subjects. Opinions concerning the great politleal events were
expresged in them, but personal mstters regarding scme students wera
the most commion. The articles on the wall paper criticized students,
their attitudes arnd behavior. 8o, for instance, it could be read
there that a certain student had ghoes with rubber soles, which he
got from some foreign country. It was publicized there that another
student had an elegant sult, probably received from America, and

so he iz under foreign influence. Another student was scored
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because he had beenm peen dancing American dances.
Yem.
The University librery carried some of them, but Pravda toock the
firat place.
He did not pay to much attentilon to them because he did not lmow
foreign languages.
Yea, once a weelk.
He went to different movies, where he found the films he would
like to0 see.
Only those nhichﬁ?:rmsht have masicel or literary merits.
Every Hungarian £ilm had political meaning and he saw them almost all,
He likes moving picturesz and was esger to see them,
He was very much interested im the Italian, French, Bnglish,
fustrisn, apd also Russian fllna.
He saw the English £ilm Hamlet, the French film Fausi, the Austrian
£ilm Sehubert. The Italian £ilm on Verdi. Amd of the Russian films
the Siberlen Rhapaoty and a ballet £1ilnm,
Yes.
Once a momth to classical plays.,

At firast, they tried to show political plays, but then they had
to change their plans. The pecple wanted sonething else and Tirst
of all variety. A change came insofar that recemtly more classle
Playe were shown %ﬁnthoﬁe of politiecal significance. The new
Hungarian plays had historical subjects instead of propagandistie
politics., The political plays were unpopular and the theaters
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atayed empty when they were shown. However, when the old and very
popular eperettas of Kalman, Lehar, and other musicals were shown,
they ram for years, including the Czardas Princesgg and the Count
of Luxembourg .

Yes, he liked to read books.

About 15-20 a year,

Thege were booke he could get from the library: U] barazdat szant
az _eke by Michael Solokhov; the poems of Pushkin; the bilography
of Liszt; and the biography of Munkacsy. Then he read a large
number of pemphlets on medicine and agriculture. Of the books which
were on index he read, by Harsanyi,two bocks: Arsnyalma and
Magyar Rapszodia. Both were lent to him by his cousin.

He wag interested in them.

In accordance with his personal interests.

Those books in the library he would get easily, but no books on
the index were available, including books which were on r2ligious
life. Tooke on religion could not be seen at all, exeept those
which were agalnast religlon.

Yes.

He had not his own set, but he listened to the radio of his
brother-in-1lsw, which was a super long- and shnnittm radio.,

The Petofi and Kossuth stabtiona, since both were the two leading
Hungarian stations.

To the mugical programe and the transmission of plays which interested
him particularly.
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One to two hours a day, but in sumertime much longer. The time
of the day was irregular, it depended on the program.

At the home of his brotheritin-law.

Classical music,

Yes, and not only respondent did listen te them, but everybody

in the village. Every peasant hasg today a radio and they are so
muel interested in the newsz that someone in the family listens all
the time to foreign news in Hungarisn. The peasante of the most
isolated farme get their informations from foreign stetions.

Some foreign broadeastings could not be well received, probably
veeause they were jammed, Free Burcope could be well heard, the
Volece of fmerieca was jammed very much, end during the Revolution
news were sent from Paris and Madrid in Hungarien language.
Because respendent 22 well as all the peasants were eager to get
information,

Every day, but mostly in the evening and at night.,

He tried to compare the foreign news with that received from the
Hungarian radioc.

He had more confidence in the straight reporting of wnews than in
the propagandistic speeches and comforting pep talks.

He did never go.

He had to attend to his studies and was not interested in anything
else,

Any kiné of information which was more often the result of wishful
thinking instead of reliable facts.

From friends and nelghbors.
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Some people believed to know who will be arrested and put Into
jail, however, it did not becaome true.

Less reliable,

More falpe rumors than facts.

He camnot recall any of themn.

In the street when they met and in the evening hours in thelr homes.
There were, those who had higher poaitiona.

Only at heme where he had people in whom he trusted and they were
in safety within the four walls of thelir roams.

There were, those of whom he supposed that thgy had some gpecial
information. The parents of hie friends had relatives who were
able to get some news from other friends, usually well informed.
He heard stories from them, and they were usually true, but not
in every case. From strangers, who were prisomers of war or jail
inmates, reapondent had no opportunity to get Information.

Hever.

When he was in his native village, news could be got only from
friends and relatives who were in the Party.

Only the foreign radios.

The Hungarian and the foreign radios.

He did not seek them particularly, because he was not interested
in themn.

A very small part of the newspapers weas credible.

Through comparison of the foreign and domestic news, but 1t was
left to each imdividual to draw his own concluslons.
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It wag npever relisble and it was common knowledge that the Communist
presg iz lying.

ZHBEEE That on sports.

That en politics and economies.

All were untrustworthy, except the Irodalmi Ujsag.

¥Yes, he liked to read the Irodalmi Ujsag, but it wae not easily
avallable. It appeared irregularly and ir a very smsll circulation
and as soon as it appeared it wes sold out.

It was ecandid in ite criticism of the Govermment and the regime.
Respondent was lmpressed and happy to read the requests made in 1it.
Everybody tried very hard.

Every kind of people, educated and uneducated, workers and peasants.
Those who believed in and wanted the Comunist regime to survive.
Through the foreign radio.

He had the most confidence in it, after having sifted all the news
he had heard and gave to it more thought.

Through the radio.

Yes, in the nearby villages, frem the people who brought some news.
Yesn.

He heard about the prisoncrs who came back from Russia. They told
about the inhuman treatment of people, how they starved and how
hard they had to work.

The papers publicized 1t and chadbged that the Americans carrled

it out in Korea.

According to the Hungarian papers, the Americans started the
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Korean war,

He was, even so that he wea rehabllitated.

The Hungarian papers wrote a lot about it, claiming that it serves
the purpose of Western imperialism and it has aggressive aims,
They were presented in the papers as the result of Western
instigation, directed against the people's demoeracies.
Respondent heard sbout seme emigres whe left Hungary before 1945,
but he has no information what their lot is.

EYEXE The regime tried to reshape the Hungarians through
political education. Threugh the distortion of facts and lies,
Hungarians were exposed to propaganda and everybody had to find
it out on his own skin, People knew that there was little truth
in the elaims of the regime., The facts that could be seen by
everybody spoke sgainst the regime., The Commmnists tried to make
believe ¥ that the West and America are in a terrible state of
affelrs, they can exlat only through exploitation of the workers
and through wers in the interest of capital. Russia is the only
country againet all thege evils and through her bullding of Soelalism
she is instrumental for the rebirth of humsnity. Russia 1s the
ideal Hungary has to follow., Russlia means peace and equality for
everybody without exception. Russila, the bulwark of peace and
welfare, shculd be looked upon as the protector of the preolstariat
and with her belp the international proletariat will not only be
victorioug, but it will rule the whole world.
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Respondent gave this Communist image of the world as it was
presented to him and to the rest of the Hungarian people. Already
when in Hungary, he knew that it is a fantastie picture of the
world and false from beginning to end.
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No. 137

First of all the removal of Russians fram Hungary, because this
would mean freedom and independence,. Then the introduetion of
democratic principles: freedom of press, speech, assembly, and
freedom for the individuals in order that they exercise their
human rightse.

The freedom and the possibility to study without class distinetion.
Before the advent of communism, Hungary was far behind the Twentieth
Century in respect of popular mass educgtion.

Yes.

¥ It is espential that people should be =ble to express their views.
It is basleally important for a society to progress in the right
direction.

Yes, it iz nmeeded to neutralize in some way the extremes.

There ERBJXAXEN should be no restrictions. No government has the
right to forbid its citizens to express their opinions. .
Because the aimE of free thought is eriticlsm, and eriticlsm is
needed.

People ghould be free to express detrimental opinions, esp@icially
when the will of the majority is disrespected by the state. Vhen
opinions are freely expressed, the majority will not be wrong even
if the state or its constitution 18 discussed.

Yes.

Yes.,

Because the Govermment must stand any criticism apd listen to the
opinion of the majority ard the minority as well.
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Free and considerate criticism resudte in the molding of a majority
and a demoeratic state sheuld express the will of the majority.

No, there can be no exceptions because it would be against the
democratie prineiple,

In a demoeratie country an armed uprising against the government

is never justified. It iz a govermment of the majority and the
minority has no right to terrorize the majority's gm:'m?fémgegf
KBl an upraising against a govermment is always justified mpmimmk/
a dictatorial govermment if 1t is the will of the majority.
Respondent is in favor of it.

Because through a rationally controlled method the heavy industry
is able to serve better the common welfare.

Large factories can be in private property and guilded by the state.
Or they can be state-owmed too, It is the manasgement that matters
and not the owmership.

Private profit is good. It means a justified returm for good
management and successful production and people have the right to
regp the fruita of their labor and skill,

No,

It endangers personal inltistive in a fleld where it 1s very much
needed. It would also emndanger the function of a demoeratic state.
Respondent does not know 1t.

The light industry and small shops of artisans should have the
opportunity to develop and the state should pave the way for thelr

axistence.
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Respondent feels that he has not sufficlent knowledge in this field.
If the plamming is successful , respondent is for 1t, but
absolutely against it i1f Commmistic methods are applied.

There should be an overall planning by the state, consisting of
aévice, the initiation of industrial prejeects, agricultural im-
provements and education, and sbove all, the coordination of The
pational econcmy. Nothing should be imposed on people, they should
be able to aceept higher planning, or refuse it.

The Communists have imposed on pecple production metheds =gzt that
were economically unreasonable. So, for instance, they forced the
peasant to grow certain preducts, whether the soll was proper for
them or not did net matter, They wanted to dictate even the weather
and the rain which was needed for the respective producis. The
most beautiful theories ecammot be translated into practice if they
are not practical and conceraned with details, with possibilities
and setbacks., The same unreasonableness prevalled in induatrial
production. The regime wanted an oversiged industry, and at the
gsame time savings on material teo such a degree that they punished
for sn alleged waste of raw material when this wWas not the case

at all. TPHey had not a falr idea of practical methods. Thisz was
true with the exaggerated norm system, too.

Hungary's econaonic productlion wWas subordinated to the needs of
Russia. They INEEEEX thought what 1s good for Rusgla is good for
Hungary too. The Russian production and 1ts methods were highly
praised by the regime and put as an ldeal to the Hungarian people.
If everything was fine in Russia, why have they to carry away
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Hungarian products and exploit Hungarian eeconomy? The fact was
that the Hungarian n?‘bate factories worked with a deficit and lost
money on production.

(8 a) There 1s no danger if it is intelligently donme,

(9) He is in favor of it in a demecratic country.

(9 a) Because the§ can function more econcmically and proper coordination
means advantages.

(9v) No difference among them.

(10) He is in favor of it.

(10 a) Because people must make a livirng and ENENE they have a right
to 1t.

(10 p)e) Cannot answer them,

(11) Yes, There are.

(11 a) Because there is a danger that inadvertently preference will be
given to a certain ideology which may take the turn to compulsion.

(11 b) The govermment should have mo interfering power in religion, in
hunan rights, in politics, because by interfering in favor of one
view, the govermment will hurt the views of other pecople. If the
government interfers in faver of one religion, for inatance, the
other denominations have reason to protest.

(12) Yes, he has.

(12 v) ¥ilitary service sad to participate in the burdens of The budget.

(12 e)d,e) They are all duties.
’ correst in case of bevcuse they
(12 £) It iz not /CREENERERRE. dictatorial gmmnts/&un‘t degerve

support on account of their oppressive methudaf;. hurting the citizens.
(13) His opiniong did not change.
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Medical ecare had improved, there are more doctors today. but
there are more sick people,toco. The number of psychomomatic
patients increased very much,

There Was a eomplaint that the doctors could not give pufficient
time to each patient. They were overburdened by the mumber of
people who came %o them and the doctors themsedves objected to ift,
but couldn't do anything sgainst it.

All workers and employees have free medical care.

The personal physician iz sble to give mere time to his patient.
While at the cliniecs, he has to take care of large masses. On the*
other hand, in the clinics there are a mmber of specialists to)
whom the patients can be sent for medieal investigation without ‘
loogsing much time, especlally in emergency cases.

The Natlonal Health Imsurance is a laudsble instltution, but the
gtate should not make a profit om iv.

He had no answer.tvo them.

Generally it must be said that today there are more physicians in
the country than there were before, but many of the peassnts are
not covered by the insurance and they have to pay to the private
doctors.

Yen.

The regime is trying to raise the cultural level of the population,
but it does it exelusively in the Communist spirlt.

Yes, more frequently.

It matters very much.
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The eity population has meny opportunitiesa. The workers and
employees, and all those who wanted to go to such entertaimnment,
could do 1t easily. In the villages and small towns there were

less opportunities. Movies had been shown occagionally, and The
village theater came along once in a while,

Yes, they take advantage of 1t, except when the entertainment

takes politieal character.

The moviea, the theater, z:nd concerts were inexpensive. Tickets
were available and everybody could afford them. The performances
took place in the evening when people had time for them. In the
villages the peasants went less to theaters and movies, but the
younger people liked them, yet the opportunitles were not too many.
The theater enserbles were sent from the next elty where a permanent
theater was estsblished, They toured the surrounding counftry and
stayed for a few performances in the villages. Some of the village
theaters were organized im Budapest. They had thelr enserbles which
toured the provinee.

No.

Yes, today better.

Yee, better.

Today the peasants have more food for thelr cwn use. In citles

only limited quantities of consumer goods are avallable at The

fixed prices which are lower than the prices paid on the free market.
Those who want to buy thelr foed in the state stores at & lower
price, have to walt in lire, While most of the dally needs can be
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satisfied on the free market, foreign products like oranges, figs,
herrings, are not avallable at all,

Those who have the money for it can buy anything on the free
market, except foreign products. THESENSE They are not sold
because they are not imported.

No.

Yes .

During the war and after it there was a great scareity in clothing,
but in 1950 and later on more textiles were available and people
could order clothing. They someshow managed to be better dressed
than before.

Nobeody iz able to buy elothing today and in this respect there ia
ne difference whatever between the groups of the populaticen. From
the average I salaries of 1000 or 1100 forints a month nothing
can be saved for clothing. In the country, where the traditional
peasant costumes prevalled just a few years sgo, they began to
disappear. Heady-made drogses, bought in the atate shops,
substitute the peasant costumes. The peasant WEEER women are
unable to buy the fabrics for their colorful dresses.

It did.

By the enforcemient of the Government and also through the norm
syetem and the competitive regulations, workers had to do 1¢ by
force if they wanted to earn the minimun of their livelihood.
Superfiecially it is advantageous, but it was common lmowledge that
the quality of the products was poor. They wanted to produce
more and more at cheaper price, what they achleved gt the expense
of quality.

RS



(18 e)

(19)
(19 a)
(19 v)

(19 e)

(19 a)

(19 £)

(19 g)

No. 137 "A" PRETEST  SECTION I DH p. 7

It was very bad that the quality deereased while the qguantity
inereased, and thls is to be considered bad economy.

They should be dissolved and organized on a voluntary basis.

Yes, they should, but only on a strictly voluntary basis.

Yes, they should be abolighed, and smong the peasantry should be
no have-nothings, as much as there ghould be no very large land-
holdings.

The former owners should regain their properties with certain
limitations. It is a fact that from the point of view of soelal
economy the large estates have advantages, but at the same time
they result In an sgrarian proletariat. All large estates., over
1000 holde, this is 1400 seres, must be divided for the benefit of
those peasants who have no land at all. These new landowmers of
small landholdings may unite in cooperatives, if they wish so.
The production and the distribution cooperatives have great advan-
tages for its mewmbers as well as for the national economy.

The landholding policy of Humgary should be made by represen-
tatives of the peasantry =znd a committee of experts in agriculture.
The cattle should be turnsd over into private property and the
inventory put to common u@e.

All estates should be restored to thelr former owners, but not
those over 1000 holds. Everything over 1000 holds should be
distributed to the peasante.

It should be to all smallholders, including the kulaks. It was
the greatest injustice to create artificially classes among the
smallholders. The lkulaks were small landholders who worked very

e e e e e e e B
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hard to make a livelihood. They were not rich people, because

they could never accumulate fortunes from their income, though
their income was large enough to malre a comfortable living if they
were industrious encugh to operate succeassfully. MNost kulaks had
not larger properties thaa IX 35 or 50 acreg, and many times even
much less, not more than 10 or 15 acres. These small landholders
were gelf-employed farmersz who wWorked from their childhood on the
soil they imherited from their parents. The group® of The
Hungarian smallholders is not more than three or four generations
old. Respondent says that his El‘a!tdm was an agricultural
pruﬁetarian who 4id not own anything. but served to the large
landowner as a simple farm laborer. Instead of recelving wages,

KE his grandfather received in payment a small strip of seil, which
became his property. While he gave the largest part of his services
to the landowner, he toock care of this small strip which was his own.
After a lifetime of service, some of these peassants accunulated
acreage which happened to be sufficient to support their family.
There must have been & law in Hungary which promoted this development
because there is today a large group of peasante who mn?lnnt more
than about ten acres. There ieg a smaller group which om@ about

50 seres, but there are very few who cmﬁnom than 100 acres.

The Communigts tried to divide the small landholders and
ereated among them the group which is called the kulaks. In fact,
they are small landholders vhose group was never clearly defined.
Who is a kulak is rather an arbitrary definition. Not even
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Rakosl was able to give a clear answer to the question when he was
asked just who is a kuwlak., It was left to the local community
eouncll to determine who is a kulak in the village. Respondent says
that his father was made a2 lulak just because he had a2 little bit
more of land than his neighbors had,
They can.
The members can benefit smd the whole ecuntry if the collective
farma are in private property and it is left to the peasants them-
selves to operaste it. What they need is expert direction in order
to introduce ilmprovements and modernize the processes. There are
among them experts, one iz better educated and skillfuller than
the other, and in case they need a highly trained expert, they
can hire one. The agricultural production cammot be directed from
officers in a bureaucratic vway, but the farmers who are closely
attached to the scil on which t?‘ymwork can and must decide on
the location how to cperate the/most successfully and most rationally
Tcdogak. Collective farms on 2 voluntary BEE basie constituted
by a mmber of smallholders have all the advantages which derives
from the personal intereat of the peasants and the operation of
large extates.
No.
"Neither sell nor tranaﬁgg; them to individual farms, but they
should be rented to individual farmess.
They should not be dissolved, but operated for comnon use.
They were unrationally operated. The machine tractor stations

proved to ke an expersive operation becsuse too many machines were
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installed, but not sufficiently put to use., There were rural areas
where tractors could not be employed and ploughing with cows (77)
provedto be much cheager. Tractors are expensive machines and
advantageous only on flat land and large areas, Even small hills,
of which there are many in some parts of little Hungary, places
cbstacles to the use of large trnﬁtorn.

It is very desirable because it means savings in working hours and
manpower. And it reducez the production costs, but here agaln there
are exceptions which must be taken into consideration. As a rule,
agriculture should be mechanized and if possible,the problems of
Inveastment in machinery solved.

K In factories the workers themselves should not have a decisive
word about the management of the enterprise, because that is the
Job of experts, trained x:pepbacx managers.

They should have the full representative rights of the workers,
against the cemers as well as the govermment. Their right to
gtrikes should be complete,

They should be absolubely independent.

No.

The payment of dues and Eﬁi&ﬁg&%&?““”‘“’ wWas compulsory.

The ,Papplve, and pegebtiWor the labor unions wes resented because
it meant only obligations without rights.

They were very much needed because the labor unions were impotent.

The workers had elected their representatives FTHESSEE to the workers'

counclls with the purnose that they will really represent the

intereats of the workers. They were products of a democratlie process |

e
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in contrast to the trade unions, which were Party suxiliaries.

They eould be very successful 1f they ecould ¥ funection freely and
independently.

Tn a socialistic state the management should be responsible to the
workersg and in an econamy based on private property Hni'; ghould be
regponsible to the owners.

No.

They should be made respensidle for thelr crimes committed sgainst
the people and be punished.

The same a8 the leaders, but they should receive milder sentences.
Each and every one should be investigated in order to know how mmch
they harmed other people.

All the leaders whould be investigated and punished.

The officers should be thoroughly investigated and punished, and
the lower ranks very thoroughly investigated.

A few AVH-men and policemen were murdered and some Communist Party
leadera were beaten.

In the past little attentionli was pald to general educatlion of the
nasses, now, however, great emphasis was placed on 1%,

It compared favorably with the system before 1942, yet the substance
of education was repulsive.

No, there are limitations lmsofar that the ehildren of the so=-called
enemies of the working class were excluded.

It is very bed.

Tt is very important that all children, without regaréd of thelr
descent, should go to school and develop their talents for the
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berelit of the commmity.

Yes.

All should be equally irdependent.

They should because they need financial support for undertakings
they camnot finance themselves, for inrstance the bullding of
churckhes and schools.

They should, because the moral educztion of the people is of
national interest.

Vo, they should have no rights of interference becsuse there are
geveral denominations in the couatry and I% would lead only to
complications.

Hurgary made very important contributlons to culture and to Western
civilization. In the year 1001 Hungary was among the first kingdoms
whieh accepted Christianity under the leadership of king St .Stephen.
The %urch rainxafﬁtﬁ:n to its altars as acknowledgment of his great
deed. In the BBSE Century Hungary halted the invasion of the
Tartarg and in the XVIth Ceatury the invasion of the Turks:; both
overran Central Europe and through Hungarian resistance they were
prevented to rule Western BEurcpe. In 1848 Hurgary was among the
f'reedoam fightera defying the Auctrizng and the Russians. The
leader of the Hungarian Revoluiion, Louis Kossuth, was a refugee
in America and celebrated in this country as a great freedom fighter.
The Revolution of 1956 was onz of the greatest events which started
a chain of reactions.

Hungary was under the Hapsburgs an oppressed country, condemned to
pay high taxes and subordinate her agricultural econcmy %o the




(26 v)
(26 e)

(26 a)

(26 e)

(26 r)

(26 g)

No. 137 "A" FRETEST SECTION I DH P. 27

needs of the Hapabplg monarchy. Through legislation and political
presgures the Independent cconomic development of Hungary was
prevented.

Because many pecple eould not make 2 llving in Hungary.

It had, since the large landowners ruled the country. The largest,
if not almeat the whole land, was 1n the ownership of a feow families
and econsequently sm agrarian proletariat came into being.

It had & feudal soclety and the covntry could not develop, neither
econonically nor culturally because the large masses lived in
poverty. It was politiecally amd socially bad.

The Horthy-regime represented a constitution of a kimgdom without

a king, being nelther democratic nor completely absolutistic. The
Horthy-regime did not care very much of living standards concerming
the large mapses anind so moat of the people had to live in very
modest conditions.

The inequality was very great because the ruling classes, consisting
of the large landowners, the mamifacturers, and the high officers

of the Ariy, ruled the land and the small landholders and generally
the peapantry as well as the workers and the employees were ignored
in state poliey.

Humgary should have atayed neutral because anythling else was hope-
less and senseless. The geographic locastion of the country does aot
permit to join any powers that have conguering ambitlionz in West

or Eaat Europe. Hungary is no mllitary power Ef today and has only
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to loose in a war between twWeo great powers.

Between 1944 and '47 Hungary was an oceupled country that lost his
independence. There were different parties for a short period, but
soon after the Russlans occupled the eountry the Communists took
over completely through their treacherous methods. Before the was
there was a short period of prosperity and after the war the
conditions turned to the worse. Gererally an undertainty pervaded
the country on account of the competition between Germany and Russia,
and a@ a country between the two contendiag powers, Hungary was
prevented in a free and irdependent development of her own forces
and abilities.

Respondent feels competent to characterize only the peasants, whem
he knows best. They are simple people, quiet aand not too talkative.
Very industrious, but in their material needs modegt. They disclose
common sense ln private and seceial affairs, and they love thalr
personal freedom ag much 23 they like thelr work on the soil.

The character described before is guite different from that of
people who have a superiority complex,

Respondent dces not know the Russian and the imerican character,

As a result of the oppression by a Toreign power, the Hungarian
character was affected insofar that people ceased to be frank and
learned to be insincere,

No, there are group traditions, though they gradually loose their
prevalling features. In this respect the peasantry proved to be r
the most resistant.
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Not necessarily. With democratic countries the borderlines are
not too important.

If naticons live in peace and mutual understanding, the borderlines
have only administrative character.

Yes,

TEREERIX Transylvania, the Bacska, and all those territories in
Slovakia where Hungarians live. These are territories whieh
belonged to Hungary and fnr?%hmmd%'ﬂmarim inhabited
them.

Yes, 1t is Ruesia.

There are some natural differenceg.

There is a difference between the Hunmgarians and the Rumanians,
the Czechoslovaks, and the Serbs and the Croats. It stems from
the fact that Hungarian territories were given to them, and, fubther-
more, there are differences 1n character and national eulture.

He does not know 1%t.

The Hungarians are oppressed by the Rumanians.

Very well, both in Hungary and in Austria,

He does not lmow il.

Very well. Hlao

Yea, because everybody 1s a Hungarlan ¥o confesses to be one, and
the Jews do that.

It would be an excellent thing,

There should be complete squality among them.

The federation should be orgaenized on a voluntary and zhsolutely
demoeratic bagig. A coerdinsted economy should prevall within




(29 ¢)
(29 a)

(30)

(30 a)
(30 v)
(30 ¢)
(30 4)
(30 e)

(30 )

(30 g)

No. 137 "A" PRETEST NENE SECTION I DH P JOO

the larger commnity, while the members of it should keep their
entity. The member states should have a united foreign poliey,

the tariff and money syeten should be common.

All member states are equal, ineluding the Hungerians.

A Danubian federation would be the most advisable, including Austria,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Fumania, Yugeslavia, ard Bulgaris.
Respondent has no personal experience with the Russians. However,
hig grandfather told him stories sbout the Russian people. He

was in Russia as a prisoner during the First World War and he lived
among them for three years. Hie grandfather told him that as

human beings they sre very good and pleasant people.

It is a mixed nation, conzsisting of numerous nationallties.

As with all people, probakly there are good and bad people,
Regpondent was taught in the school that all Russlans are Communista,
but he haszs no direct lmowliegige of that.

No.

Respondent was at that time at the village of his birth znd the
peagsants got a very bad impression of them. They drank, plundered,
and raped the wanenfolks .

At that time very few Rusclans were in the country. where respondent
lived. The Hungarian people had very little connection to Fussian
goldiers. They were looked upon a8 orlentals and no fraternization
took place. Generally, they were very much disliked.

Pefore the Revolution, very feu could be seen, but when thejr

for
armies appeared in the strsets of Budapest, the hatred ¥» them
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wae strong, very atrong.

As a theory it bas merite. Some of its obgervations deserve
gericus study, but there areE® great contradictions between the
theoretical and political Marxiam, espeeially when it comes to
practical dally politles. Respondent was obliged to take up
courges in Wartiam and there he received instruction in general
terms. According to him knowledge there 1s a difference between
comminism and soclalism. Sociallam 1s a more advanced stage than
comunism. Communism is characterized by class struggle and the
dictatorship of the proletarist. Soecialism is an ideal society
in which complete equality prevails, no memey exists in that
Socialistic society and everybody .em as muich as he needa for

a living, a very high standard of living.

The fact that theoretieally Merxzism ig for the benefit of the
workers amd the peasants.

The impracticability of class struggle, and the contradlctions
between theory snd practice ,Cilie had to learn Marxism for one year
at the college, at the medical school, as a compulsory subject.

He did not notice any changed made. Through his own obassrvation
he found out that the Marxzist teachings are impracticablse and
they cannot materialize, He had never conf'idence in them, becauase
they teached class struggle and materialism. Belng anti-religious,
Marzism never appealed to him, because his religlious feelings were

hurt .
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Lenin was a good Marxist until he did not put in his cwn thoughts
into Marxism and deviated from theoretical Marxism, He applied
Marxism to Ruseian conditions, adopting some basic ideas.

Stalin suvbseribed to some featurea of Marxism and supplemented them
with compulsion and terror. He had murdered millions of people,
vhich was not a part of Marxism and therefore he was a bad Marxiat.
There ia a right and left wing in social demoeracy; the left wing
ie close to the Commnists and the right wing are followers of
demoeratic primciples to regch thelr aims. Rasically they are
Marxist, but ﬂirrarmmmeﬁhaﬂa of reaching the 8ocialist seciety.
Theoretically not, but praetically the right wing Soclal Demoerais
refuse any dictatorial metheds and base their program on striectly
democratic principles.

A pincere democrat aclknowledges the human rights and the eguality
of all imdividuals, without exceptions, and he wants them not only
for himself but also for other people.

ungary waz never a demoeratic atate, its system was never built
on demoeratic principles.

Tito is a Marxist.

National comminism means the realizetion of communism within the
national borders of a country, regardless of intermational consider-
ations or obligztions to Russia or the Cominform or any other
international Commnist authority.

He does not believe it.
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He tried skilfully to operate and to adop¥t a mational commnism,
but his methods seemingly did not produce the desired results.

He 1s.

He would think there were some in the Commmist Party, but they
were silenced by the regime. The conflict between commnisn and
patriotic feelings can hardly be bridged over, because a patriot
could not apply terroristie methods against his fellow nationals
and he has also to renounce international commmnism, since his
thinking is aimed at hig own nation.

Yes.

He aimed at a left-wing democracy in cooperation with other parties
than the Cammunist Party.

Is bad, becaupe it is bullt on dictatorial methods, on foree, and
he learned it at the college that Communism, which he experienced
for 80 many years, is a forerummer of Socialism.

It is bad, because it is exploiting people.

I 1s bad, because it me:ns the murder of many individuals and
the disappearance of historic classes which had important functions
in history.

It is bad, because it lives on slogane and produces an urtruthful
situation. It is a swindle,

It 1a bad, beecause it rules other people.

It is bad, beecause it proved to be a blg lie; while it preached
peace the armamente went on indefinitely, In an ever sitronger extent.
It i3 bad, because it is 2 slogan whiech means a great deal of
falaehood. The Commnists themselves established capitalism, and
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the worst kind of it.

It is good in that sense that it signifies a social group whieh
is compélled to accept the golden middle way if it wants to play
a role in soeclety.

He believes that it ig sbout the gane.

(36 a-f') They all get less,

(36 g) They get according to their abilities that what they deserve.
(36 h) Leas.

(36 1) More.

(36 j31) Lesa.

(37) All groups were better off before 1944,

{38' a;h} Coincide.
(38 e,d) They conflict.

(38 e)
(38 r)
(38 &)
{38 n)
(38 1)

They coincide.
They conflict.
They coincide.
These are changesble factors with changing situations.
They coincilded.

{38 j,k) They conflicted very ruch,

(39)

(39 a)

Nobody except the leaders of the Party and the officers of the

AVH .,

All of the people. The wiole population 1s against the reginme,

and 1f any Westera power vould be involved in a war against Hungary,
it would get the support of everybody. It was the seeret hope
of%maﬂan people that the Western allies will intervene Iin the

Revolution and row, if such a help would come, the whole nation
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would stand up as one nen and would fight the Communist regime.
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No question to ask,

There are teo many questions which cannot be easily answWwered,
because they are too complez., The minute detalls are lmown unl:.r
to people who are trained in speclaliged fields.

Much material, but only from people who know the answers,
Different kinds of pecple arrived to fmerica and thelr sncowerg
will be very subjective and deficient because they wWill ke caught
by surprise in view of the fact that they never thought of questions
like that. The gquestions come up suddenly and one needs time to
concentrate on the answers.

Generally yes, but there will be many well-meant errors.
Respondent haz no suggestions,

Yea, if it wlll be sgain & free country, but at the presgent time
he has no pesitive plane.

No.

I recamend respondent for special interviews on agriculture and
education, inecluding the zchool system,

He could send scme sgtudents 1f the interview would not be so long.

Yes.
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Portrait of the regpondent as to his personality, goals,
and motivations:

Reapondent was born end raised in a small village, locsted
in one of Hungary's most fertile provineces, where peasant life
maintained itas long traditions. Of peasant stock, his parents
wanted him to0 contlnue the ancestral occupation of tilling the soil,
but his intellectual and artlstic ambitions lqi’; him to hig:q;rtl
education., A thoughtful and sensitive young man, who studied musie
gince his early childhood in order to became a musielan, later he
declded to enter the medical school, devoting himself to music as
a sideline,

His father, ocwner of a farm of about 50 seres, was charged to
be a kulak:; he and his family, including his student son, were
exposed to persecution suffered by this group.

Respondent 's strong desire for a higher educstion suffered
the firat drawbagk at the medical school: he had been expelled
from it because of his lkulak origin, H;Jnted by the fear of perse-
cution, respomdent took smeveral jobs, such as a cholr singer.
then mapual and offiece worker, im order to support himself, since
parental help was not available, for his father's income from the
reduced property that was left him was not even sufficient to
provide the barest necegsities for the parents., Being a talented
musician, he was admitted to the Academy of Musle in Budapest,
hoping that his kulak origin will not be discovered and he can E&E

make g career In the msical arts.
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Respondént 's formative years in the advanced period were
deeply affected by the ovarwhelming feeling of the injustise to
whieh he was exposed on account of his origin. lNonetheleas. he
discloses a deep sense for ratlionallization, coupled with ethiecal
and humanitarian prineiples. Resigned to the fact that he could
not become a medical doctor, hie wlll remained unbroken and his
ambitions umshaken concerning his future in the musical profession.

Respondent is trained in practical agriculture, he has the
diplama of the agricultural high school, He grew up in & rural
enviromment and worked with his parents on the farm, acquiring
first-hand knowledge of prasant 1life and of agriculture, In his
early adulthood he accuxmilated experience in city life and in the
fields of academic education and muslcal arts. Serious in his
character, B he is agttentive ir hils cbservations, sincers and
trustworthy in his Informatiom.

I recoamrend respondent for special interviews in agriculture
and educstion, including the school system.




