The interview is abmt the Hungarian blue police.

I. Orgenisasion
Bow is tho police organised!

The following depaFinemts eré ia ovegggpgiice siation. l.)Traffis contdel and
dstectives
traffiec patzol, 2.)Criminal wm;‘“ this depcriment belong the EmmhSwan
vho wrked in civilisa clething. h} snall gffense dopartment.

Except the ones present in unh amﬂnn there H cavalry police, hu-bu police,

alrfield guard police. In 1953 fmm gusrd police m&fnmm “Pecple
who wished to jeia the police had to pess probation police school. Im Shis
weheol, new policement nmv:i.ﬁ dasis trd.nhﬂ?::mun: pracedures {arresting
of Ahfigs individaals, mu:pd they aleo lserned how to behave im case of &
mob action. l'hq learned guard duty, investigaidiem procedure, handling jcases
of aﬂmelm hemdling srms. They alwo had tn;.i“# a political
seminarius. The policemendl are under militawy juristiction and akfk comedtting
an offonse or crime are iried on the basis of the nilitary criminal court.

The dobectives learned the same thing mentioned aboTe tat they studied imwesti-

g:%ion prosedures more in detall.
of the sports squad, of wiich I was a member, were
pur main task was b0

The mexexs

azempt of most of %he work being done in the palice.

ashleve better and better ropulla in the field of cport. Ve were not

ezampt from the police school and treining howevel. i agreed with the agge-

mant, given shor! heut graining in the police force. The argunsht was a8

followa: sporismon

hindered in eport activities; also, the gualifisations of a sporteman
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#11/P$/481l# decline with age. If trained properly in the police foree, the
disqualified sportsman will beff able to contimue 0 earn his and his family's
living,
How are people recruited into the pelice? B
People join the polise mosktly by their own will. ‘he crestion of the sparts
squad was as follows. The -pﬂt-udp.mn wsed to work in workshope and
factories. The private owners of those mm' and factories were intereated
ingfpspert results of their workers, and therefore gave fiiwes time to the
qualified sportsman for sports f{ff} trainings. These workshop and factories,
however, were tatem over by the government. ‘"h-pm-nnn their spomsors
in the person of the private owners, and bdecasue of lack of free time ocould
not comtinue with their sport training. The police, the civil defemse, and
the fire department offerec solutions for these sportsmen. The above organi-
sations offered free time for training if the sportsman jeined. The sporte-
men wers dividSld into two main sections; the better qualified sportemen be-
came the blue police and theépthers joined the fire department and the eivil
dafenes. It was obvious why the blus police wanted the Best qualified
spordamen. It made the polics popular end greatly increased the latter's
prestige if well-lmown champions wores its uniform. The rank of the sporss
aqnad me-harg was determined on the ha:ﬂ:fqmrt respults. intellipence, and
Iwrk. *he officers wer: all high echool gradusies. <he sport results wers

no§ judged in aa abeolute woy, that e to asny, only by the sbsclute qualify

and spead of the sporé in games, "t rather io &« gomparctive begla. 2y

)
comparaéive basis I nean that oo ne$ter how slow or low qunlity sportsasn's
parformance wam he recsived eredit for it 4f he won in o compeblition. Tha

wallgualified sportsmer wers treated scirvenely lenlently id the pelfice
Brerything had i
feo0 D& tameht S0 Lthe s oite sonad ix s mueh lenger pariod of time than to othesd
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a sportoman
wnits, bevauss every excuss FEESLEERNIEES was socspted for his absence
if this excuse was 7elated %o his gport $raining or health. Vhen we finally
ﬂﬂahdthntrainingmumphmﬂd”tf‘mmt thay
wanted te go. I chose the offence departments, 0K 1953 the people die-
persed from my§ports squad to different services. Sportemen had to be in
luﬂuwnlyﬁhmu a.ﬂ.lr, but if thﬂrn!ﬂmrm am‘rﬂfmwﬂd
alln nlphh a"nume. !‘or mma or even mﬂu fur a mﬂm % sportss
men vere shsent many times. Thaw were pever 5iﬂn raall;r r-qunibli Sasics,
Concerning political 'rl.-n. the sports sguad was -IT reastionary
from the point of vwiew of the regime. People who wanted to get ahsad by
showing their sympathy to ths regime were Aisliked and looked upom with
diemay By membora of the sperte sonal. Zhe politieal officer of the aports
squad had %o gipse in many times. We were given leetures about the superiority
‘of the Russian sportemen in every field while we !mew it very well that in
many of the mentioned fielde Mungarisns are more supsrior. AS one occasion
we had to laogh as the political officer gave us o lecture sbout the wonders
fvlpp Soviet eportamen. The political officers %old us them that ih is true
that Hangarisms are much more superior im many sport fields than ave the
Enssiane but Bhing o Commmmiet country we have to bring up as examples and
worthy leaders, the ZSussiens.
In genoral, everything was dons in theo poliee $o promote to the
higher rank pesople whe came from worker's or pessante familied.
Yhat are the privileges of policement.
Thee were no spacial privileges for policeman, oply that they were more
t!‘l;lﬂtﬂd by the regime than other people. Exeapt for the sporis squad oaly
Vory good kaders eould join tha police. Even the AVE trusted the police
afm'lhat theugh in mm:ﬂtiu one of my migh‘ha!l I was treated just as

mhmiflmtautu#i#mpoumm:ma
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Are there certain epeclal $ypes they are out to rocruis?

There sre not exzoept for good keders. A great percemtage of the policemenf
are peasan’ boys vho left ths farms becanss their fothers were forced to Jjeoin
the collectiven and their sons had no future of the land any more. Usually,
the fathers sent the psasant boys; because they cid rot want them to be members
of the collectives too. From among the workers, mosily such workere jolned the
police who could rot keep up with the speed the worl: demandsd or elpe dld not

advanbtarers

went to work hard. ¥ier 1945 g1l sorts of SBRINEEWSWE and no-good loafers
1948

Jjoined ¥=m@fitewrm the police. After ZB&ER thare wes already sslection. AS
vere arimes

the beglnning, after '45, thers mws mors peimed comiittefdd within the police
than among civilisms. The change of policy of 1948 was actually dictated
from Moseow. From that time on except for the mports squad and from irreplace-
able nﬂicn‘s.mthﬁd lmdur'mulﬂ be in the police. Sinoce they eould not train,
Emmree, Eonman] ob zmyw ofi'icers, and becanse ihe new officere had to be
trained By the olil officers gho were not necessarily goud Eaders it seems
quiiSe obvlous that tha police eould not be eduncated to be loyal to the
regime end ms g00n @3 the Rgvolutiom Dbrote out jonsd the R“volutionaries
gn_bloc,

11; Dutie of ¢ ing out déties.

What ars the methods of police fmvestigation? It wgs the policy of the police not
to tale seriously unsigned letters of accusatian, but throw shem right into

tie paper basket. In the blue nolice it was forbiddemn %o force confessions.
People whe wanted to make sccusations had to submit this in writing and
with thelr sigpature and send 1% to appropriate police departments.  Some-
times persons accused by unsigned letters mreislu lnvestigated and this
happened in the cases when the adimseld persoms were alrsady suepicious or
the night be

where there wes a clue that Amlng porson ¥Rt sugpicious. The blue pelice
did not deal with political erimes. [rom 194€ until the premlership of
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Inre Ngmy. following Party decisions people who hawe not been tried j\: gg
well as others who were not tried for labor, ware taksn to foreed labor e
cause the government nesded eheap work. Most neople who ShifffPisd com pgea
so-called social crimes were not looked upem by nom-Purty merbers as erimiig,
This did not change the effect, however that thay coild be taken for firced
labor in the above period.
I thipk 4f I can give you eeveral examples I can make it elear to
you what sort of crimes are considered eccial crimep. In definition soelel
crimes are thoee crines which are committed againsl society, in other word
between othere damages of coomunity er state propety wjere considered soei:l
crimes. For exzmple, if because of a book kespers nistalis a state owned

factory or workehop lost momey, in the amount of g4 least J0 forints, the beek-

keoper eommifited a social crime. Tgxi drivers were in rezl danger becsase any
afflicted

damage mwxirmbeoiteheobibiilitd uoon another car, a lamp pest or any other

matter which wae owned by the state (and mostly evarything was owned By the
state) was considered a social crime and treatsd much more seriocusly than
the bigger crime againot priwvate people or property. Some of the othe» most
frequent crim%e;l.:eal border crossing, dangerous nl:uno#m work or un~
employment, prestitution, théft, abortion, and the peasant non-compliance
vith orders. Hcstly such peasants were sccused of the latter whom the regime
wanted to foree into collectives and who ddid no$ want to go. In such cases
the govermment could always prove,somehow,that the pesssnt did not cuitivate
part of his lanc which he was supposed to culiivate.or did not hapnd in as
mich products ar much as he was :upposed to. If there was nokx other groundy
for sccusation then the peasant was mecused of being an enemy of thefeglne
or of conspiring azainst the regime.

ths duties of the police were to 1mﬂl¢a“)tn the usual menner afd
arrest the ascused, tering protocol of the sisuation end handing 1+r¢r to the
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courte. JFollssment bddng mainly from peasant origin or worker origin sym-
paghized very much with the people. In most eases. oxcapt for severe real
write at the tinme of

criminal cases, they iried to 2pide the protocel in a lamient way fxxmzrins
the arresi. This they did meinly im eases of soelnl erims.

How are police menbers triecd}
Folice menbers were tTied and punished according %o military criddpal code.
If a policeman commi$ied an of fense they tried to naice a politic'l sase ouk
of 1t. Thie was usually not too difficuls. Imbez:lemenit for exzmple,
could havs been oxplained as s crime eonmitted aga'.nat the peo .le's preperty
end suech a erime wae in opposition with the apirit of the regime.

:IIL Internal relations within the police.

What 1s She relationship of the recruited policemeny %o the ermenent police kaderst
“he relationship wes very good.

Wha’ was the talk about in the police?
We used to talk nbout whatever we did im the polien.

Our talk

extended 3leo to the library in the police, ping pong playing, radio snd so on.
We discussed movies wa saw. Espsciflly those Torellgn filma were discussed
which had som® eocialistic or socizl flavor. Some such French, Italian,
Inglish, and 0zech films were discussed., but of toarse, mostly Sovies
pietnres,

Feople had quite & bit to complain after 1948, that is if thay
oated to. The hours in service were from 10 to 14 a day, the salaries wers
very low. 300 forinte, as basle salary. Feople roceived additional amounts
of monsy aecording %o thelr m“:l: and appointment .

Vhat did they talk abou: pelitics in the police? |hemever & larger group started $o
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discuse politics overyone tried to praime the rogime in order to show what &
goed loyal "dsmoecrat! he was. Ae soon, however, as two or three friends whe
knev each other well started to dlscuse politijlcs they complained and eriticized
the regime. The Communmiste tried to make politics out of everything. For
ezample, the leading actorg of the play, Cyramo de Bergerac was criticized om
the grounds of his social origin and politicel views.

Were the p licemenf satisfied with their conditiona?
They ecertainly were not. Their pay wee very low and the amount of hours they
were in service was extremely numercus. In many cases it was obvioms that
police officers who maybe seemed o agres with the Tegime were actually epposing
the regime and agreid of it. Once I visited a police officer who wes the chief
of a pollee dog training camp. I wanted to train my dog and I wanted %o die-
cuss the matter with him. Incidentally I owerheard as he talked to hie wife
on the telephone telling her that they should buy somsthing for their daughter
for hér first commmnion. A person loyel to the regime was not supposed to be
religious and ceriainly not Supposed to edneate his children %o be religious.
Such a thing as sonding one's daughter $o first communion was usually kept in
secret. The minute the pelice officer saw that I overheard the comversation
he got extremsly measy, since he didn't kmow that I was on his side. Im
general it was quite easy to find out who were those people who strived to
serve the Party. The ones who wanted to hawe a good repubation as lpyal
Communists, the higher renking cfficers were politically loyal to the goverm—
ment, but it ie hard to perceive of a total loyalty on their part since the
police jofined the R:wlniiun Mhoﬂr during the first day of the out-
break of the fighting.

What do the policement thinkz of the Party and ite leaders?
In a big grous everybody shoute ®hail® to the Party and ite leadars but iam a
smell group of friends everybody criticizes the Pariy and expressee his hate
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towards 1%. Iverybedy was interested in pelitics and everybody waited for
some gort of an action which wolld brins =bout the ihrowing out of Russians
from Hungary. Pecple discusssd and eriticized the foreign policy of the rezime
and the Soviet Union. Vhenever an important event took place everyone tried to
figure out the real meaning and the real plans of the Soviet governmment.

How was the daily life in the police?
In genefal, we hadl to be im service for 8 hours a day. People im the investi-
gatlon department (detsctives meinly) hod different achedules. Ve had press
conferences, departmental eonferences, spscial conferences concerning police
methods, new methods, discussion of mistakes, and political seminars after
work every 3rd day. The Party instruction clesoes wers divided according to
the iknowledge of the participants. Thers were alweys scme sort of lectures
or seminars 6uteideé the wusual pﬂin;-fimm d days. We listened to
lectures about the worke of 5'alin, etc. Also, thers were compulsory musiec
evenings organized with slnu;:g afid instrunents. 50 we were compelled actually
to stay im the office not 6 but 16 hours. We aleo had to do so-called social
work, The above meetings were organized not omly for the sake of imformbmg

the people and trying to eduncate them but also to take them awa ' from the families

for as meny hours as possible and being able to keep and eye om them. Wi
Fitd/ Bt tibtion/ 1/ sid/ bot1edt /] /11

Was there corruption in the police?
Yes, there was corruption. I know about a police imspector who collected bride
money from a turpentine factory which sold turpentine on the black market and
did nst want to get into #r uble with the police. Every time the owner of the
factory got into trouble with the police he gave about 20,000 forints b#ibe
to the inspector, and was let free.

What wae the moral standard in the police?
Fron 48 to '49 om there was not too much drimiing or illegel relations with
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WoRen.
What was the idsological fsaling of the police? (The guestiom loes not seem %o be clear
encughf so more specific questions follow.)
What was the nature of loysliy of the police to the regime?
Did the policement feel that the regime was just?
The blus police was toc close to the psople. The enlisted men came mostly
from pessants femilies. -m-; felt with the people and sympathized #ith then.
They saw the cppression af the regime and they objected to it. As far as
eriminal cases wer? goncerned the pelice E;l rel’able. VWherever, howewver,
they saw the degrading of the peeple by the regime, #jf# especizlly in cases
of soecalled social crimes they tried to help the accmsed without eecepting
bribes. For exemple, the police helped the pezsante wherewer it could. Im
the cases where ths peas-nta did not comply with the orders cemceraing
foreed delivery thke police stéod entirely at the peczsznta side. NMost of
the policemeni were peasaat boys.
Does the policeman feel that this regime is ju:t?
No. &8s I exprensed before, the police do not beliewe thot. Ae & matter of
faot, he taken n rtend point against the regime's accusations in mamy cases.
Ino regime tried to Snduce leoyalty and pride into the policemem but I don’t
think that ther suvcceedsd. hgm]iﬁ“w"ﬁ“m the police just as a
vay of earning a living. A2 to the szecution of punishments the police
ackuslly wae with the regime Dut best of ail to carry out the lawa and orders
the police was aciually with the regime bus would the regime have wanted the
police to turn agrinst the psosle or the Bavolution it would not have succeeded.
In 194€ the ragzime trisd to meke the police more poverful from the political
podnt of view sgreening out the uareliasble elements. Im 1950 thare were %00
meay policemeni and tharefore nobody wanied to work in the police fc;rnn. The
pee 1o who werd conwincad of the right ideclegzy of the regime jolned the AVH

and not the blas welics. Othsxr peo le, the blue police, for e:xample, tridd
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not to ask too many questions because this was already suspicioms. To be
in the police didn't mean any security from the political poin t of view.
In 1953 when the sports squad was fissolved, I wented to leave thes polige ase
#o0n as possible. Vhile still im the police, I wanted to make use of oy
police officer uniform and asked to be sent $o the car-driver's eours2 to malke
use of that in my civiliam life. Ag & police officer I was sent to the
course lmmedietely. We were about 80 peo le in the course and we a3s0 hed
to participate in the political seminary. The course was not a polioce course
and as the only police officer in ny group I was ehosen by the politieal
leadery to be responsible for my gronp., Once I finished the course I cere
tadnly wanted to leave the police st ones. e found out, however, the menbems
of the sporte squad, that it was not poseible to leave the police just like
that. !¢ understood then,that we were canght. Everyome tried to do sabotage
in service. We had still gertnin priviloges =n sportemen and they still be-
haved more leniently toward us. We still had to work only five homrs a day.
hat wers the :;;I;nﬂunu between the police chiefs and the enlisted nenf
In m“raln.tinnn thers was a great change from the situation before the
war. There was a blind obedience frem the rert of the enlisted men before the
waB, buf now anyene covld eriticize somiepds or OFdars from = pelitical
polnt of view. If not in service police chiefs and enlisted men eouid be very
good frimnds $00. In general tho relationz 28uid ba Bald good.

IV The relations of the pelice with the system.

What were the relations of the police with the AVE?

-
-

The AVHE people were the favoritss of The syetem, Thilj" aleo 'ﬁalmﬁﬂ. -t-ﬂ the
Ministry of the Interior as dic the wolice menf end were conmected with Mu-cogr"‘#-

‘he difference was, however, that the ATE rEeple were the favorites &f thb
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sysiem. They lived in wonderful conditioms , had epeclal privileges, had
much higher pey than had f§/K the policemen, end they looked down upon the
police men and treatsd them with disdainm. Fatorally, the hate between the
two bodies wae great. There were many quarrels and misunderstandings between
the two bodies. Policemen end AVH peonle had to salute each other.

Whepever there might have been soms political motivations to e erime
committed, the AVA also came to the spot to investigate the ease. They tried
to make political cases out of simple crimimal eases or at least explain
pelitical motivatioms to the crime. The p@lice investigzators hated tha AVE
pee le, 1 remember im 1951 something happened in the S@sepsl Machine Pi.ﬁt-ncq

The police as well as the AVH arrived to the spoft. The AVH was fast to use

arms whemever thsy were after some suspicious peopls or groups. ot so the “
police. In this particular case at the Csepel the two organizations disagreed
 sharply and the policé sucoseded ia forcing the AVE to retreat. Hben she moss
trusted police officer of the ngima felt .m while trying to work in the
pru_unqi of Itﬁa ATH. Thurmn culte é number of AVH paopi:?:ﬁﬂt; PRisone,
end also im the police .. | ‘ .
¥. Terror and prisom treatment.
Could you tell us abamt the terror?
In conneetion with usual criminsl cases there was no ter or in the investigations.
There wers pleaty eases and thc:!e.fm tha poum m not ptl'lllllld ln tmng
to gmduud ‘cases. Only | iunhus m m:qi hnpmd. I.:!II thar wanhd to ﬂn(l unt
about” Hu whole urmisnﬂun ur cﬂn:nah. Tmm::ng and wum torture
were only lipplild. in yery large cases Aike For szample in' trying to find gut
the corrupt organization of stealing af W.Id.‘l.ng material from the Parliament
| ' renoviion works.
What do you kmow sbout the MGmtnI

Police informante were pe$ty criminals themselves. They were treated mo-t
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leniontly 'f they cogmitted small crimes if they were stool pldgeons for the
police. <%he troulle with the aystem of informarts vas shat of course many
times they would socuss ianocent people. The mcat informants worked for the
AVH. Once they wented to force me to become an infcrmant for the Party. ff
As a policaman I vas not supposed to be in contact 1ith amy religlous ergamization.
Onge I regcived a pamplhlet written in Znglish from the 3udhi=t missiom ina
Hongary. 1 usod to go © the mission in order to rueeive information sbout
astrology. Agﬁrul.ngr is my big hodbby and 1 was graté¢ful for whatever informa-
tion I ernld roceive sbout it. This pamphlet I mentioned before got tc the
hands ¢f a Party recber in the office im widch § worked as a police dficer.
Shes didn't know Englieh =nd concluded th-t euch a pmmphlet published by the
Budhiet misefon in Hungary would comtadn ineriminating evidence against my
relations. o told me that if I would not oblige her, that is, would fiff
take a positfion o' informant she wouldd show the penphlet to the AVE. I
Epew, however, that only astrological data were in she pamphlet andf nothing
really incriminating, and I didn't really get scared. he a pelitically un~
Teliable person, however, I was thrown out of the police on Jem. 18, 1986,
This was also due to the fact that I becams eiclk andl after I recovered I
c¢ould not repeat my good results in sport wideh T hedl before. The head of
the personnel department whers I worked in the nolice was a sportsman hime
gelf? end thersfors he diﬁn'tf;ﬁmﬁt;nrthing pelitical .y ineriminating about

me in my kader pajers. 5o I lost my job but at lecat I was not disqualified
for snother job.

“oat of %o inTormants came from the roles of "lumpen groletars®.
The informante were emeted from sociesy and even Festy nembers did not trust
ther and were afraid of them.
What do you know abeat prisons?

Whensver the govermment sees the nesd for free workinz power a tremendous
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amount of people is srrested and put into prisons. Whether comvicted or
imprisoned peonle are talen to forced labor. Arvounc 1949 end 'S0 the
prisone were over crowdeid. In 1953 meny people got annesty because there
were too many in the prisoms. If a physician after examining & prisonsr
found him gick he wae loocksd upon as an encmy of the regime. The prisoners
were not supposed to be sick but working. There were gueh prisom susrds who
tried to holp the priscners. Everybody was working. Only such prisonere who
were political prisoners snd not yet convicted were not taken for work. In
general prisoners preferred to go to work than to si% in the nrison, because
they received better food and they also received a very small galary. Some
prison guards were arrostad bdecanss they treated the prisoners too well, and
others were arreested beecause they were sadists. B,canse of physical mal-
trectment it happened oftem that pregnant women miscarried im prison. Im
such cases as soon as Shese women were out from the prisons they accused the
guards who in turn were arrested for sadiem. This bappenec because the regime
was afraid from Western coinbons. It certainly was not just because most of
these sadists became sadists forced by the regims. JjAf

What do you Imow about informapte?
Those arrested pecpde agoinst whom the AVH ddd pot have a case wers in terned.
In general, people spent about six ménthe im internement #dfd camps, But this
period cunld be extended even tumainﬂlun; es 20 years. Most peo:le who were
interned were such people who S¥SGRRK important jobs during the Horthy regime
wiere officers in the army, police afficers, or priests. Those peojle were
known to have been from the old regime and even though this regime had not
any evidence on their unreliability theyf were rut in internment camps. Also
some business men were internsd. Such peo le againct whom there was come
evidence but too small an nﬂﬂmﬂ were intérned toc instead of dbeing gﬂu
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lizh% terms. During the premiership of Imre Begy Ehe internement campe

were dissolved. 'he peonle who were kept im the internemens camps were set
fYédp free withou' eny trial nrh M{h&li:ﬁgh In 1954 there were meny
amnestles. Prisoners tug recelved ammesty in this year. The amnesties were
given only to those whoss term was lege than five ynars., It was not de-
grading to be imprisoned becanse of soclal erimes. Ewen though those crimes
were punished moro severly than the other ones. People knew ity however,
that soclal crimen in most cases were really no’ crimes. If a taxi driver
demaged ths bumpers of a texi which was atate ovmed end whish he drove he
wes imprisoned for soecial erimes.

What do you know about deportation?
In 1961 and '52 all thoss were displaced who had biz orivete properties.
People who ownsd wholesale businesses, factories. snd army officers who
served under the !lorthy regime. Thése displacements and intermal deporte~
tions were dons Wy o Party committee and by the executive committee of the /
district couneil. The police force was used to exesuts the internal depors
tations. ‘he digplaced jec;le were taken to the couwntry from the cities and
in most ecases were forced to work im agricultural work for impossibly small

salaries. Many of my acquaintances had this fate., I had a friefd vho lived
in his uncle's house. His uncle was an infantry colonel in
the H:rthy regime. When his uncle was taken away from his home my friend %oo
was taken with hin/ They were away for a ye:r and a half and they were let
free during the Iare Nagy regime. They were sent to a ecollective to work.
Such deported and displaced peo:le were supposed o stay in the ¥illage to
which they were sont and were not allowed to leave the limite of the villige.
Policemen watched that they shouldn't leave. <‘he old gendarmes people wers

aleo deported.
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What do you know about prison conditiona?

Only the investigation and the‘m--at waz dome by the police, and after that
each case was glven over %o the prossecution. Further things ware talten core
of by thé district prosscuter. If ttt; prosecuiion wis not satiefied by the
investigation done by the polbce thanﬁnsplr:tnz-l of the prosecution invosti-
gated the easce sgain. Agter tha% the prosecutor prepared the speech of

eecusation agaln=t the suspset. Until the time of confiction or acquittance
the suspect wes not allowed to talk to anybody btut his lawyers. Later io

prison he received letters onee = month and he could receive a package once &
month. A person was imprisoned depending ca the crime he committed usually
in the prison of his towrship or district.

There wzs a differsnce made in ths punishrent between ordinary
erimes or politiesl crimes. Im the category of politizal crimes entered the
illegal border crossing, ssbotags, arsening., the holding of illegal arms, ete.
In order to find out whether & crime was political cr not ti.e motives of the
suspact were investigased. The political prisoners were gusrded sepErately by
the AVH. 7The differénces between political and non-political priscmers in the
question of choosing ome's loyalty and other things too. ZThe previous legal
bar was dissolved. ‘here were very few private lawyers, most of them were
forced into communes. If it was the court who eppe‘nted a lawyer to repre-
sent someone then first of all l=wyers from eemmunesr ware appointed. A
politeal prisoner could not choose his lawyer. He tms appointed a lawyer. /K
Hot esveryone could be a politicel lawyer. There were very few lawyers in
Budapest ﬁﬂ-: no more than two dogen. (Pelitienl cases were calhed
double zero cases inf slang.) Political lawyers ere all Party menbers and
m are devs. Christians u&a usually not sllowed %G défend such cases and
hsidﬂ a‘m ware llwl more re-.ﬁ: tu do such dirty wrl:. Ouhtandin; poli=-

tical trials were exceptions. &n such trimks the mmpnnt nuld choose his
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defense. (For ezamnle, Mindszenty.)
of punighments were givea? nesded
Thdé depended on the need for fres work. If the govermment
‘fr@e inexpensive work then people were punished more severly to lkeep
them lomger in prison sand bYe able to force them longer to work. Whenever
th-;ﬂmmund-&anﬂmmnn;nuﬂm‘lm";r“
then the punishments wers less severe. Political erimes and social crimes
vere mueh mere seversly punished than ordinary crimes. For conspiracy one
was convicted tof:de=th where if ome murdersd someome one received otly 10
years of priecm, If scmeons was caught passing the hrhrllliqnll; be was
punished by at least 6 months in isen. For the embezzlement of about 6
sacks of petatoss which was supposed to e sent to the Soviet Union someone
FTecelved 3 years of prison. One's Social erigin was always taken ia Bocount
in afflioting punishnente. If the accused was a peasent whe had Big property
be was punished much more severely them & peasant from a collective. If some-
one belonged to an armed Eroup them he was exsouted.
Mu-ﬂthnﬂiuﬂomintﬁapﬂm as far as I know every
county prisom had its physieisn and every nationsl prisen had physicisns and
its prison hospital. I heard about the heelth conditions im the prisqm of
Marko Sgreet. I Imew about = case when the physician wanted to send a prisoner
: did - prisoncr

éo Sahe hospital. The commandant of the prisonsxasisl mot allow it. This ST

/ the same evening. This commandant was an AVH major. It happened guite oftem

that people after being investigeted and guestionsd for $oo long received
nervous breakdowns. If a physician would gend such a permon to the hospital
the commandant would say that the dlagnosis wesn's right, that the personm enly
tried to act eick, but he is not. Such a prieoner 't:“uuualu beaten. In very
rare m:?ﬁﬂ the phyeiciane taken esTionsly.

The prizson commandants expected rude treatment of the prisomerp.by
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the guards. A great oumber of guarda, however, tricd to b2 humane to the
prinoners.

What happeaned to freed priscners?
48 £000 ap a priscner was freed he gilll wes under jolice supervision for
some tine. If uusn;uu served his sentence right a sy =fter being freed
fron prison he hec to meport to the police mtation ¢f %he place whers he
lived. If somsono left thef prison with asmesty he alsc had to report
through tho whole time of his coneellsd punishment. 13 1a imvossible to
deny at onz's working place that one was in prison. The prisom suthorities
kool cere of i% that if somebody owed the rison for' one's food thers thas
the nev smployes nhould 'mow cbout 1t and should dedust the amount from the
pay of the prisonor. Peaple whe did not work im pr.sons had to pay for their
food ard board. 'he ones whoyhd worked im prisom hid So buy peace bonds. If
someone came fTom prison he was usually employed bw; not in an important or
leading pesition. Iepseially political priscnare wore not glven important
posltions excsnt ‘n cases where nobody could replaco them. Lhe usual case
wes that 1f someons without from a prison received only bad fobs with had
Pey3. Political orisonars had to report %o the AVH sometimes even waally,
My wife had to resort to the AVE. She was interned bafore. Polldieal prigsoners
after they wers freed and during the ¢ime whey stil. nad to Tepert to the AVE
wers not allowed w go o public places wiz®e no: al .owad to ride bnsses or
tramprs, wvers al .o dd to go omly by foed, thoy wers 19% sllowed to geh
married.

What do yon Imow abo & sohahilitationd
Frevions prisonsrs wars not rahebilitated. Thosa pseple who vazaed to be
knnasent wers givan hzck thelr poeltions a?ber they ware relsased from theiz
arTENT 2 . 4T SaRe s st Poealegd ba ayminte in shair jobs. IF

hde vopitlion was alPazdy FE1lad o : freeivrald o . onsf: pa=
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Furgesftion for the loss of his job.
G‘WM ical order the most important changes in the polied, con-
cerning ratiemalization, polics personslities, rumours, peculisritiest
In 1948 there were the firet great discherges. After the Party Congress ia
Moseow the regime weated to fortify the police politically, that is, to dis-
charge unrsliable elemente. In 1950 there ware great dischhrges too, _ainly
bacause they safd there vere too many policemenf ard therefore they didn's
want to work.
aboub
What fi4gf 0ld Commmaicts? Do you remember whether a group of some old Comrmniste was
disshargel?
I don't remember any pariicular time when they were dlscharged in a gromp,
but I kmow that in '48 old Communists were discharged too becausze they
were not reliable from the point of wiew of the regime. For example, old
Communiste did mot want S0 teke a stand sgalnst the small artisans and store
ksepars. Such discharges wers mostly in 1948 after the Farty Congress, in
1960 after the time when the friendship with Tito vas resstablished, and i
1956 after tu“a"fan'oer Inre Vagr. During different periods, different sorts
of Com.@nga !:a were llqu.'l.dntnd from th. police. So. before the Ir:l-nﬂ-h:lpl
uuh Tito tiizhrg ﬂlLJh ?Tliltﬁ were sent away. Trotsky's National
Communiste were also thrown cut., Whea people who entered the police during
the ministership nfﬁ and in 1955 the sympathisers of Nagy were liguidated.
What do you know mbout the arrest of police chiefa?
Neigher lﬂ.hc'.l.rr:: nor Mtn bhad anything to do with the police.
Farkas belonged to the army and Gabor P-i-r belonged to the AVH. Onyy the
Rigk trial had serious repercussions in the police. Pnftar zZola was arrested
at this time. There wa: a general nervousness in the police among tiose who
Rajk. Ha jic
wers brought in to the police byIR*¥E. During the minfstership of Rige
people did not have to prliticize too much. The situation changed whea
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Eajk
Hre. B8k was frood smd »aasdilitated. et wne thy time wien the s_%slin-
iet politichdne wore 1iquidated.
Would you kmow gboué the ourgee of 3Spaniah Clwil Ugd Participcats from the police,
around '48-50%
Ne, I hawe not.
JoL. Beidencs of Sowist Diregtion
In there gny ovidenc of Isviet dirieiion and suparviasion of the police, or romarta to
Moscow or Boriet peraemnsl ip ths 131iice?
‘he police was no’ under the direction of the Sovies Union. X% belonged to
the Ministry of the Interiow, Caly the AVE used to b» in direct contact
with the JEU bDefore the disselution of the latter. Thore wes no Soviet
peraconsl in the moliee. Police personns) wers rol trained in the Soviet
Unlom, but prisopsd corsonnsl war. The nacional cotiander of gll prisons
wes a Comaunist wio remalned im the Sowlet Unlen afier the first World Wer.
He reseived all his training & the Soviel Unfon. lie Belonged to the HH.

Ag & mstter of fact, about 157 ¢f the leaders in tho regime were peopls who
remained inm ths Soviet Union after the Tirst world war and wore trained there,




