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the war. There are very interesting and very valuable writings of eciemtifie,

literary, and other nature.

I have written here and there my impressions about happenings about the

Revolutfon, about our uscape, and impressioms from here, but I haven't written

anything aystematic.

R_epondent was interviewed on & B interview about the police in Hungery.

I don't know their adiresees of fhamd. I will call you and I will tell you

gbout them and their addr$sses.

be interested.

I know about an architect in whom you might
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I think it was a very clever and.?'ruw useful interview.

You will get an entirely truthful picture about the Hungerian and middle
Burcpeang situations and you will be able to find omt the way of thinking and
the hopes and strivings of the Hungarians, all misunderstandings can be
cleared up this way, cbout the situatiom after the 2nd World W'r. It will

be variable not only for research purposes but alsc for Hungory itself Decause
of the clearance of misunderstandinge about Hungzry. I think that through the
material you will receivs, you will et a truthful picture concerning Hungery
and thie will be very important for the small nations which suffered se much,
It will be important that it should bs gpdged rightly.

There might be people whose responses would be very differemt from most of

the responses. They will try to make aildew the regime. They will try to
picture the horrible situation in Hungsry that 1t shonld eeem less horrible.
Tou should not believe thoee people. Ihere is no need for special explAmation
where 60,000 people were killed in cold dlood.

As far as I know the sort of peeple you :re interviewing, I think you will get
honest snswers. I think that the questicinaire was prepared with great care
and I don't think that there is possibility of misunderst-ndings after having
asked all the queations fra:?:nlpun&tnt.

You didn't ask about the Hungarian sport.

I don't plan to go back even not to vielt ss long as this regime is in

power. I want to stsy here because my daughter will be an American already.
she is now 10 and she will grow up to be an imerican. After this regime

lost power ]I should like to go back to ﬂﬂi:nﬁlgd tzke my daughter with me.

I would urge the project to try to collect the Hungerian literzture from
before the war because this literature 1s anndhilated in Fungsry and it is &
gre=t pity. “nis literature, except for the importance of yqsarnttn: it from
annihilation would also be usefinl in giving information lbnutllﬂn‘ury before
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Their interests conflicted.

They conflicted.

They conflicted.

Hobody would fight for the present regime.
Everybody would fight egainst it.

SBCTION I
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(35) I think most Hungerians would choose this t0o that is Socialiem and bourgeolse
taough some would place Socialism before bourgeoise and others as I do would
pPlace bourgeoise Before Sociallem.

(36a) I have been receiving less.

(36b) There are lasy peeple and they certainly eceived more than they dessrve.
They don't deserve a thing.

(36¢) They received much less.

(36d) They received much less.

(36e) They received less.

(36f) They received less.

(36g) The ones who are accepted to schools and universities received what they
desarve,

(36b) They receive more.

(361) They receive more.

(368) They recebve less.

(36k) There was no such & thing, during t.u-';:a regime.

(361) Received less.

(37) Groups 4, C, D, E, ¥, J, E, and L were better off. Groupe I and H wers
worse off,

(38)a It:::;lﬁidﬂ.

(38b) They ceincide.

(38¢) They ere in conflict.

(384) They are in conflict.

(38e) They coincide.

(38f) They are in conflict.

(38g) They coincide.

(38h) It wasn’t like this alwayse but it is going to be like this until Hungary
is independent.
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people were not satiafled with previous situations. Chorechill, Stalin,
and Roosevels sold the Poles after the 2nd World Wer. They made the same
mistokes as webe done after the lst World War. The politichéms could no®
say that they didn's know the Soviet politice. They knmew 1% very well.
After the lst World War the lst thing of the Soviét Union was to try to
$ake under their power, Turkey. Iheir intentions were similar to other
nati ns while Stnlin and Kruschev wers in power. Churchill and Roosevelt
should have known that. There are Chumehill, Boossvelt, and sfn:tu who
are responsible for the crisis of today's world situation. 'nw didn't
hev: any political foresight.

(32s) It is possible, but it seems to me that there le small possibllity. I think
that whoever is a cmﬁhMmMﬂ. must be an idios.

(33) Yes, definitely. He wes aiming at Titeistical Commumism. If he would have
stayed on after the R'volution he would have been thrown out of power very
goon anyhow because hs symbolized omly the neutrality.

(34a) I think it is etill good because this fAff stays closest to the bourgeois
tendencies,

(34b) It L= bad Jecaunse it is an exploitation.

(34e) It is bad beceuse it stands in the way of healihy progress.

(34d4) 1t 1s bed.p Actuslly there is no such thing.

(34e) I% ie bad because it ls exploitation.

(34f) It is bad, it actually doeen't exiet.

(34g) It 1s bad because it 1s expleitation.

(34n) It is good becanse everybody has equal rights. There are no class differences.
It is democratic and ther- are no great differences between people. Bourgols

demoeracy is the best.thing I could think of.
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the Soviet Communiste.
The Marxism is as a whole Feligiom. .
Lepin was a Leninist not & Marxziest.
Etal.'l.n wae & Stalinist and nit a Marziet. Of course, both of them wanted to
appear to be Marxiste and they asdid that they were but in their deeds

thoy werd not.
lhere are more Marxistc tham there are Commmists.
Yos, I think se.
I know that the democracy recognizes and aceepts the human freedom rights.
Hunga®y was never a dsmocracy.
Tito is a Titoist, he iz neither a Marxiet no# a democrat.
I know the term. While Marxism is based upon the slogan "World proletariat
United® Tito transferred this ideoclogy to a nn.unn.a.ll:;:ldnlu not want to
internationalize it. He wants to apnly the theories to one country andi does
pot want to foree hie system %o other natioms.
Tog, I am quite sure of that.
They wanted to break Hungary away from the Soviet Unicn. They wanted te
make Fung-ry indespendent. Thie would have been quite all right for a
starting situation. Uommlks's eystem is a transitionilist system bDetween
Titoiem and Communism. We could not have been satisfied after the Revolus ion
with a system similar to Gomulke's sydtem.
I think thet Gomnlks would like to break awsy from the Soviet Uniom but for the
time being he's bound to the latter by pelitical a=z well es economlic tles.
Hevertheless, he leads a different pelicy tham there is to be found in all
the other Peepléd's Democracles. His form of governmeni is much milder. I%
is a statlon of the tfensition.

Ee is more a Titolist than 2 Commmist. It is undeniable that the Polish
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think of a Hungsrian-Austrian comdimation and even of a Polish-Austrian-

Hungarian combination. This would be a very suocessful combination since

it would nontlin.llrmic. Slavic nation aad ome which ie entirely different

from all the two of them. A Denubian rmumﬁ be overpowersd by the

Sl.nﬂ,";- though the Austrisns, Hung=risms, and the Rumanians eculd beleng

to i1t. The same wveuld happen to a Balkan federation.

Yoz, I think there are different Ruscians.

Tae, there are more cultured and less cultured ones. The most cultured

Russians are the white Ruseiesns and the Ukrainians.

o, they are not all Communists.

Yos, I have.

The Hungarians were very much afraid of them becanse they were afraid of
this fright Justified

taeir barbarism, asirieix wasINTSTER as soon as they entered Hungsry.

The same was the feeling towards them in 1:44.

The eame was the feeling in 19656.

It 1s utoplc system as for as government 1s concerned. It has many utopian

mrte.

theory
The protection of the workers and the ffiff of surplus velue appesl to me.
Nothing appeals %o ms which céncerns polities in the Marxian t BOTY .«
The theory of the realigetion of government and the theory of capital do rot
make any sense.
I studied it in seminars after 1944.
Yos, ind @ifferent seminars of different lsngths. Everybody had ta go in
one's working place to basic seminars. The social theories were taoght,
empecially the Marxian. I couldn's take things really seriously or hulh.;f
in them since the Marxian-lLeninian theories were put to practice right
baflre my eoyes.

Crly those chamges were made by the Hungarian Communists which were made by
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Rumenia. They lose their prepertiss thers and they are second-rate citi-
zens.

(28k) Hungarians end Austriens get along fime in both countries.

(281) The national etrivings of Tito are im oppesition to giwe minorities
rights to the Hung:rians in Togoslawvia. The Tugoslavs, hovewver, are ia

equal rights with the Hungarisns in Hungary. Hung:ry's trestment of the
minority f§ r-sts upon trcditions. There are minority rights lsws in the
Hungarian constitution. Our surrounding nations, howewsr, do not have
traditionsfthey are new/jmations.

(28a) Unfortunately, they get along somehow,

(28n) Mo, there are Jews.

(29) I would greet wery happily such a federation.

(2%) It eould et-nd upon differemt foundstions. It can be organized umpon
historical grounds or ecomomical grounds. The gharacter of the nationms
participating shou.d be similar. Hung-ry, with Poland wounld create an
excellent federation since Hungarians and the Poles were friends since
nany years.

(29%) The purpose of the federation could be to divide the sea of Ffififd Germanic
nations from the sez of the Slavic mations. The two sort of natioms would
be hap y to be divided too. The federation should be or/mnized in a similar
vaey in the United States. Ewery menber natioh should be allowed to keep
its chamgecter but still they should be federative in all the walks of 1ife
and all the ecoromic andd other aspects. Certaih key ministeriume would
be common to all the member nations.

(29¢) Hungarizcns walild take part in 4t just as all the other mgtions.

(29d) I could think of a Polish Hungerian combinatiom which has its roots ia

history too since Hungary and Poland were friends for many years. I could
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a
well-known that the Czechs are the bloody ap endicts "of Europe. They

had no right to keep our nowthera teriitories. Neither have thag
Sexbs and Ho € southern
the /right to keep ourJoorsbizm tarritories, ; What

they actually should have done was to give us térritories from Bessarabis

since there were Hungariand inhadited Serritories. Ve never claimed
territories in Bessarabia, however, because all we claim im our 1,000
years boundaries. We don't clalm those extra térritories which belong
to Hungary during the . hﬁur?lb::l; what belonged to Hungary

through 1000 years of her history. This stupid Wilsom broke the 1,000

yeor traditisn of Hungery.

Ho, there ie no such conflict. Bunga¥y recognizes the right of every

other nation. She just w'nts others to recognize her rights. There

are no natural ghhes differences or conflicts between Hungary and nstmr
nations. This, in spite of the fact that the Iungarian natiom hp‘l‘ its
racial charscteristics, 2pt it wwwnurn culture and it ad-

Justed to the western culture in Burope.

Yes, there are such confliets. For example, between the French and the

Germans and between the Folee and the Rupsians.

iIn Hpngary they get along very well eince the Hungarian recognizes

the rights of the minorities. 'he Slovaks can keep their nitional

char-eter in Hungary and also their religion. They have Slovak language

sehools. Not so is the “ate of the Hungarisns in Shovekis end
oppressed

The Hungari:-ns are thers and if there are Hungarian schools

these are just theoretically there.

The same is the situatiom with the Hungerians and the Bumanisns. The
minori
Humaniane have all their M rights in Aungary while the Humgarisns

are oppregssd in Rumania. Hungarians cannot have offieial positions in
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a fortress between Germanic and Slavie peoples, any mere. A federation

of the kind I mentioned before would have been improved by the two kinds

of pecples, teo.

Yes, I definitely think so. Territories inhsbited Wy Hungsrisms should re~
turn to Hungary.

Such territories as Transylveaia, Délridek or the southera territery, the
Felvidek or morthern territery are all pure Hungarisn territories; Humgary
hes a right to claim those territories.

The Fasl Germsms threatening Hungary's territories, becanse thay wanted te
extend as far as the Danube River. The Olahs wanted to came from the east
as fgr as Tisss. The Yugoslavs wanted to come xi and take territories wp
till the Drawa, and the Cmechs wanted 0 have a territory extending up $il1
the Danube River and wanted to bave a corrider between Austria snd Hungary
to the AMdriatic fea. The Hungary before the Versailles Treaty, surrounded
by the Karpdth Mouatains is & geographic unit and as such could fulfill its
mission to be a fortress between east and west.” In this territery, surrounded
bty the Kar@paths and extending to the Adriatic there was mo more than 5% of
minorities. 50, as far as demography, geography and history is comcerned, we
have the right to the territory extending from the Karpath Neuntsinms to the
Adriatic. The American Fresidemt Wilson did not sesm to understend, that be-
bo was influenced by his wife who was & Csech womm. After the Tresty was
signed, he himself understood that he was misled. Similar mistakes occurred
after the Secomd World War. If the psace-msking leaders would have acoepted
the democratical report of Telekl and Apponyl them they would mot have cut

Hangary o pleces. It is
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Farty that was in power. ‘he churches lost sll their properties.
Ton, definitely .

While the Hungarian is honest, keeping his work, faithful to his

traditions,
nation, guarding andprotecting ites tmmiikdonx religious, just,and

diligent, IZENL progress/ 1oving _ENEEL friendly, respecting
the opinions of others, freesdom-leving but respectful toward actherity--
(to the pecple of his own cholce who received suthority), has a good

bumour, loves folk-art and tzlented in doing folkOart, the German is

viclent and brutal, theugh very intelligent and an excellent orgami-

gar, good soldier, good tradesman, and very mimute. “he Rugsian

ie brute, uneducated, easily turning toward qr-un.l.-; incaculable,
doea not keep bhis word. Ae meny as I codld get to kmow from the
Americams, mostly naturalized Amricams and not born Americans,

I found them money-loving, cering for nothing but money. (%he
respondent nsiced me not to record the latter, afier he sald 1%t he
got alarmed that this might make a wery bad impression on the
analyst.) I heard, however, that the real Americans are friendly

and progressive. I never had a chance, howewsm, to meet those.
The Hungarian charscter did not change.f Ap 2 matter of fact, the

Revolution braks out because of the Hungsrian charscter.

I don't think that there are any differences in Hungary's social
claszes as far as national character is concermed.

I don't think borderlines are important.

I would be wery glad to see Middle Buropean Fgderation., Middle Burope

ie a geographlc unit and as such each country could complete the other.

It would be very healthy to hare Hungary im euch a federation between
Germanic and Slav people. Since Huggary beflame very small after the

Trisnon Treaty (Versaille Treaty) it cannot fulfill ite function as
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The fete of the psasants under thn}'ndul gystem was very bad indsed.
They were exploited very much, !&*ﬂitm lawe in the feudal system
wor: no good and they stood in the wey of progress.

Yxcept for the faet that the Communist Party was made illegal the
syoten under the Horthy administration goulid be sald democratis ,
Bxcept for the Communist Party, every pariy was represented in the
government. There was some mistake, however, in the democratie
pature of the voting., Thers were no secret ballots. Thefe was en
upper house and a lower house. Ine economic system was not good,
though mot very much progressing. Big factories were allowed to

be in private hands. Free speculation was allowsd. Agricultural
workers were subject even in the moving from place to place to the
land owners. The small and middle peasants, however, were quite
well off. The small and light industry had excellemt prospects for
development during the Horthy regime.

Yes, there was much imequality.
Em:hnlﬂhan“nnn‘hﬁlmmmmld ¥ar. She should
have imown that she couldn't hawe pnn:l.blrﬁhr joining Germany.
After 1944 the nation found itself and joined in great masses the
Smallholder's farty. OThere was development in the small and middle
landholdings and together with agricultural development the agri-
enltural industry developed too ;: -Mut’?m?g “he great landholdinge
of Before 1944 were distributed. “‘he small industry and trade
develgped. After '47 the Soviet system took power in Hungsry and
the progress in small andlight indusiry as wall as in agriculture
stopped and as a matter of fact regression came with the forceful
development of heavy industry. While there was free Farty organi-
zation before '47, after the time the only FPabty was the Commanist
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being fres to choose :I religious lessons to send one's children.
N¥o, they should not depend on the shate. 104
The contributionc St. Istvan who introduced Christianity to Hungary,
and who mede Hungary the fortress detween the Cermanic and the Slawde
seas of peocile were extremely dmportant, from the poiat of view of
world history. Would Hungary not have dPesn between these two rasces of
aations there would have been fighting Detween the two all the time. A
great contribution was also the go—called Arsny Bulla, of 1228, which
serged as an example for all the -tlur m-t!.tnﬂuu. also for the
English Constitutlon. hl mmpﬂll Itll Hht Lasslo, Ealman, Mathew,
Jouis the Great were a:u fuﬂm-n against the sastern barbaric tribes.
So wes Hunyedi who fought apainst the Turks. OCultural contribtutions
were mads by great Hungarians like Neumann and Teller in atomio
reasearch, Bartok in music, great saiats wvere  ecmtribduted to the
Roman {:Eﬁulin Cchurch. The first subwaey was constructed in Budapest.
Great travellers and discoverers were econtributed by Hungary who
travelled and discovered in Asia and Africa. Frater Julian was one
of those who tr-.vgl.'g..mﬂu the time of Marco Pole. GOreat physiclsts
and chemists were Butmmmy Farkas Bolyal, :ﬂﬂu.
Tha gmnt of King unnn or :ﬁt;ru,of Louls the Great, of King
mlludménm (m:un of the books) and the secomd
parts of Franz Joseph'e goveramant after 1867 were popular in Huagary.
The situstion in Hungary was very dad with the Hapsburgs except for the
time from 1867.
Thers wers no possidilities. FPeorle eould not earn their l¥ving.
Dist of Visnnoa
Ihe HBSEE gopressed the Hungarians.
Yes, she had a feudel sociely.
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The ministerium and the mansgers of ffes snterprieses should be investigated
with special attention.

ihe investigation sb-rted.

The aystes paid a great sifention 0 slne oem Bessvss Lhiy saw W60 BESWLAy
of the ageten 1o the sdacpiion of e youith,

It alea't aiffer such frem the qyoten Defere 1000 T apprtanitie 4o

study depsaded before 1344 slso on sne's erigin. The differsnse was ket
Hml!uihammhl“ﬂd“ﬂrh-“
position in this regine. Zefors 1944 there was a trend fbase the sdusatiea

on general moral grousds. During this regime, however, only Comsmmist mewality
was locied upom es important. I:I.:fm 1944 children ware not told to habe
certain things they wers told to hate during the Com unist regime “the
enemy of the proloetarist, the bourgeousie®.

If someone’s msoclial origin was the right ome, then thefe was me diffienlty

in his going on with studies.

This was bad, of course.

It was very important.

Ome 910uld het have anything to do with the other. _ ‘
fes. they should be cempletely independent. The chusches, hovever, shonld
not have hugk landholdings.

Heo, this should be the pame with sll the churches.

fes, they should receive sums. After all, it i@ very important for the

state that theye should Be religion in the country. Of cemrse, those helps
glven by the state should not be used for the well-being of the clergy, but
for the subeldy of =chools, ete.

It 1s part of free religlous practices that every parent should be free o
send the childrem to religlons courses. A” far as I am concerned they sheuld
meke religlous stiodies compulsory as they did before 1944, with evoryons
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“he workers eould not get any help from the trade unione. ‘hey did mot even
tha workers. .

try to help famx whatever help they asked.

Workers councils can supervise the production and the conditions of the workirs.

They were chosen by the workers. Their task was to supervise the production

and o see that the goods produced im the country are msed inf the country

and not mw :.ﬂ'ﬂ treaties to the Soviet Union or other

patellite countries. Ihey also supervised the pay of the worlmrs.

. They tried to avoid thes expoloitatiom of the
workers. Actually,nocbody organized them. Thlr or;anized themselves in the
different factories and the workshopes. Hnuid the Hevolution have succeedsd,
free, really free, trade unions would have taken thef place of the worker's
councils. Actuslly the worker's councils were thef trade union organized
separately in aau'h factory and workshop. They were ::unﬂuﬂ. by anyons

wrﬁmiﬂﬂ spiritual aid from the Hational Councils.

Ia today's system they cannot work.In eanother free system they would lose
their importance,because their crganizablon of free trade unions.

The menagement should consist of experts who would Be responsible to the
ovnare and the trades unions.

Thope Farty meubere whose record is kmown, and according to this record, 1t
1-{nmm that they did wrong with the people, should be investigated.

They all should bs investigated and brought before = tribunal.

ihey also all shounld be investigated.

ihey too.

The members of the Youth League were ot Sommunists. :uh.’ proved this
curing the RHevolution. The leaders of the Youth L-mlu, however, were
actually not young people, and they should be investigated as the leadere
of the Farty.

/11 thoss should be investigated, although it was proven during the Rewolu-

wee
tdon that the police * not liyal to the regine.
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based on eorporative principles. Fhere should be absolute communal life,
this ie the hesl thiest form of uu;uinﬂ.un. Every pert of income should
be distributed fo the members.

Habody benefite now from dollective faorms.

I would sell the machine tractor stations.

Hi. I would not keep them in govermment ownership.

I would transfer them to communities, keeping them #nder state control, or
adninistration uﬁ:; those communities ﬂﬁ be able tp use these
machines until our agricultural machine factories will be able to produce
emall machines which could be sold to and used by Smallholder peasants.

I would transfer them to peasant communities.

Yes, there were meny things wrong. People who managed these stations were
not experts but Barty members who received their jobe om the grounds of thlit
reliability towards the Party. ‘hey didn't know how to handle the machines,
and much of the machinery was mmﬂlﬂrm Lots of
maehinery was idle while peasants waited impatiently for mechines to be
rented to them.

Tes, I think this 1= very important.

The worker should have just as much to say about what should be dome in the
vorkshop or factory as the owners. The worker is just as important for the
factory as is the owner. The ome gives the investment and the other the
expert knovwledge and work. This is very important to understand.

The lsbor unions bhould guard the interest of the workers.
They should be absolutely independent from the government.
ihe membership ehould not be compulsory because this would be agsinst

righta of

the Areedom Jimghier
People and .
Hosxpearder have to pay membership fulb: to meetings. The trade unions
+

do not help the workers hcmfmﬂn the sarvices of the government.
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collectives, hoveber, is a great mistake. ‘he collectives which were formed
by force during tiis regime are all in debt at lezst 80% of them.

(19a) Tos, collectives can be allowed, but nobody should be forced into collectives
or stafy in collectives.

(19%)  The onee whioh are nov in axistence should be sbolished. Also governmemt
owned properties should be distributed between peasants except for a few
farms. ‘huse farms should serve for experimental purposes.

(19¢)  ‘he land should be distributed among the peasante except for certain farms
which esoould Be kept By the government and which shouild be ueed for experi-
mentsl purposes. [The government should give leng-term loans to cooperative
faras so that those farms should be able to buy machinery. A body chosen
b7 the peopls should decide how the collectives and state owned farms should
be fd distributed hﬁ.‘iﬁ the peasants. This should be done according to
the gold crown value of the fields. Ae to the catile they should be bdought
by the members of the collectives., Every member should receiwve an ameunt
of money according to the property and money which he invested into the
collsctive farms. For the walue of this monsy as well as other property
he has, he should be able to buy cattle and other animals from the collective
farma.

(19f)  “ig landholdings should be distriduted amomg the psesants. Small EMECHIREYE
landholdsngs §28-25 hold) and middle landholdings (50-G60 hold) mﬂ‘ﬁ:
ersated. In such places where lﬂ:f:. farms would be much more worth fhan

a small one, for example, im a PFFEe growing region, the government should
sharsholders.
own or control the farm with shares distributed to private pmaplec
{19g) Ihsoretleally it should be restored. Whose land, however, was more than the
above mentioned middle holding, 50-60 hold, should receive of a one-time
compensation for the remaining land which he does not receive baeck.

(19n) Yes, they can be administersd for the benefit of their members if they are
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the exploitation of the system ths situation changed radically.

Clothing depends much on the profession of the people. White collar workers
had to dress better than workers, and consequently white collar workers ate
much less. “he people who dressed Best and ate best were the political
agents., m scientiets, mand sportssen.

It increased im heavy industry, but not im light lnduvetry,

Sinpg_:_ﬁgugq'n economy is based om light indusiry and :::th-ﬂ was only
a regresalon one could say, there was actaally no progress in industry.

Fo, thie "f’ no, good for Hungary. Hungarian economy used to be based on
sgriculture and light industry. The heavy industry wae created forcefully
without encugh Taw material end trained personnel. The working power was
taken awey from the vell-ostabliched light industry mnd so the lattdr Be-
came neglected.

Yes, I think so. They fligjifdf ehould not have forced heavy indusiry em
Hungary. Agriculture and light industry should have been developed more.
From t-hn? latter Hungary uszed to hawe export, aspecially from fine machamical
toole.

The chance for the solution should be giﬁ:':'tn tﬁaﬂ'a&ilsu}!m. Onﬁrm
gollectives should be formad which uﬁ;;u'nm& from the free will'of

the participants. Such collectives were m- formed in ﬂurtainﬁﬁ&tl of
Hungary upon the suggzestion of the Smallholder's Fargy. ZThey susceedsd
very well. It is not true that the Hungarian peasant 1s against association
with his othsr fellow peasants. Even the marriage w of the peasant
mﬂi latter. A peasant wonld marry his daughter emly to such
another peasant ,whose field is close or even right near to his own, so

they ec-nld work the fields together. In forcing the organization of
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(15e) Yes, it matters. It is important to have more opportunity.
(154) m people have much more opportumity. In the villages the movies only
play twice a week.
(18¢)  Tes, people take advantage of i%.
(15¢) Movies are aveilable and everybody can afford to go to movies. As %o the
theatre thies is only for urben people and mere expensive,
(16a) o, he does not.
(16b) He is eating better.
(16¢c) No, he eats worse.
(164)  Urben people Jif¢ can buy such food products which the village and country
people cannot buy. ::huu food products,country pecple can afford those
than uwrban people.
better, amixears. was such a time when the zovernment pressed the
pezsants for !nreaé. deliveries to such an extent that the peasaids were
forced to buy their bread in the city. Fow this /)i changed befause the
clevarer.
peasants bBecame muchyswwexmimwerry
(16e)  Pesple who have contacts in rural sreas are much botter off and naturally
Farty members are ths favorites of the regime.
(17a)  No, he does not.
(17v) fee, he does.
(17¢) He does not.
(17d)  "he year 1940 was still before Hungary entered the war and beloaged to
the period which wae quite well consolidated in Hungsry. This was called
citizen egquillibrium which meant that everyome hai some savings and people
in general had secure living. In 1946 there was an inflation and the money
had no value. <*he country was destroyed and all ff¢ people could afford
was food. From '47 to '48 there was economic prosperity in Hungary which
laated even in 1980 so peoeple could dress better. From 1950 om following
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Yas, there are such areas.

If the state interferes with everything, then the rights of human freedom
are violated.

The state should not interferef with free religious practices, freedom of
epeech, freedom of press, nn:ih.‘m- of choice of profession. Ia other
words, the human right of freedom set up by the United Natioas should mot
be violated.

in. I do Yesl #o0.

include
Obeying lawn and orders which would EEEEERSE peying taxes, military service, etc.

This is trus only of democratic government.

Ho, my epinicon did not change.

Yes, I do fisel that it improved.

The quality didf/ not improve;in eontrary, it becano worse.

Yes, there are groups which can better afford today medical care tham before.
Frivate phyeicians are better. A cliniec canmot give such a good service as

can the private physician. The medical care is doas with less card, im climice,
This is necessary everythere. It has great importance.

No, mo exceptiona, every workar or working person should heve health insurancs.

ons
Health inuuﬁa;mu in the Uhitel E;t!atn isn't good at all., First of all, simt
)
is insured$ after 6 sonths FHFSECPREWE working et 2 certain place

The health insurances are .ade
care
separately for the feff of mm. hospitals, cperations, ete. In Hungary

hhepunarﬂ healts insorance ;mrymm froos the moment one mtarts to
vork.

Yes, he has more opportunity.

‘here are mor: movies and it 1s less expensive. I think this is true also
in the Unit«d States for the past 20 years.

I didn't ) more to the movliea.
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production
cared for the light industry and the agricultural f thare just were no com=
sumer goods on the market. In sudh a situation the workere did not have
much initiative and drive to work. In the first years, things went pretty
mach according to plan, but as time mmssed always mors and more concessions
had to be made. Only on paper th*lm vas fulfilled. The situation was
similar in the Soviet Uniom. Neverthesless, it can be said that they were
more succesaful becanse they were more experienced than the Hungarians. i
doesn't mean, that they ever fulfilled their plans. Juring the last two
S-Tear Plans all sorts of things disturbed the fulfillment of the plan., In
the iction in !”ﬂ."l Damoorscien

their plan they lnﬂuﬂﬂthaﬁmthamm and as
thef plan did not succeed in the latter places, the plan of the Soviet Uniom
eould not succesd sither,

I am in favor of it.

They are all public services.

I would make mo difference among the three.

No, I would make no exceptiors. Even if tisse services would not be im
state ownership at least they should be controlled by the lﬁa‘h. This con-
trol can be dons by having the State own most of thej shares of the corpora-
tion.

I am in favor of this.

Hobtody will hawe to be afrceid of unemployment.

I don't know what the dangers could be if you don't think now about the

Peoples' Democracies.

promises made in the peepielmdesacrgey: ~‘here it ie rromised that every-
one will have emplcyment and yet the promisef is not fulfilled. Also, people

cannot do the work for which they are trained for,or which they like to do, dut

the wvork which ie avsilable.
I would never give up my consbience, that is, I would never do some spy
work in order to receive money for my living, but if I would rdceive an

hopeat Jn‘n;_,I would lend %o it 2ll my knowledge and effort.
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having all the wheat and the corn to supply the whole ccuntry with these
products. Finally, such plants and power stations whick could be menacing
to public security such es atomic power stations, for eample, should de
controlled by the state because the state is a move resjonsidle body shan

en individual.
(7v) The reasons for huving state momopolies are the ones I Just memtiomed before.
(7e) For the govermment such monopolies are bad which will pot yield a profits

for the state. In certain productions competition is very healthy. Since
any national vomopoly will cause the rise of pricos in the commtry to higher
prices than the product sells in the work market, too miny momopolies would
be dissdvaatsgeous for ths country.

(8) Flanning is only good if it is done in a rationsl way. For example, the 5-Year
Flan (I think he referred to the lst) was done in such s war that the power
production and the training of the perscmnel for the productlon of this
5-Year Flan were aleo pleanned to happen within this peried. Uhis was irratiocna:
and certainly did not work. The planning was made for too lemg a period. 4ll
gorts of changes can be made Auring such a long time. Im Humgary, the B-Tear
Flan could not work also for this reasom: that Hungery did mot have emough
sources of power. Flaaning should be flexible, not as it was in Hwmgary, snd
it should be dome according to the possible conditiocns,

(8b) Every plan is worth only as much as can be realised from it.

(8a) In Hungary the program was huge including economical and cultural develspments.
The whole ecomomic situvation, however, changed during the E=Year Flan anl it
was impossible to fulfill the whole program. The possibilities were over-
estimated., They planned to have certasin number of enginesers while the schuolna
end universities could not produce that many. BREsv material, which the Hungir-
ians wers supposed to receive did mot arrive, as well as payments snd monay
help which was supposed to subsidisze those produtioms, did mot arrive., HNobod:r
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industriss alike are in private hands, and yet the living stemdard is

the higlest in the world. It would be inmteresting to know how the

living stendard would chsnge, if the government would Sake over the
biggx fastories in both vorts of indusivies.

I rivesdy spoke sbeud some sort of comtvel, but Wheve 16 wn sRMMMNNN coo-
vol and state owmarship of industeios. If Whe sbebe mme o Wiy SRpleey 1o
aeavy ialuwetry, then the date Sight slse eeteblish fastories fn auplt in-
mmmﬂu-mmmmmm_m
producte. For exsmple, the rallrced car fastery of the sbabe prodwses such
vast materisl which can serve as mierial for the prodnction of cockiag
and baiking pans.

Alsernative is privai ¢ competiticm.

Yes, there should be state momopolise.

The following are reasons for hak having stato monopolies: first, state
monopolies sssure additionmal income for the state; secondly, serfain very
importent commodities like matches or salt are not in privete hands, and
therefore are aot withirawn from the merket because of privesd' sjiifith-
t1on and their price is mot too high; thirdly, certein stes'e Mibayiiids
nmrumwtmmwnf‘mp“ﬁ

to securs £00d to the whole mation through this subsidy. I em thinking
sbout the times before the war, when the governmemt bought all the wheat
and the corn from the peassnts on a much higher price than those products
were sold on the free market. In doing ®0, the state prevented the
hoarding of these food products by these peasants who would not have wented
to sell shem for the low price which they received on the free market. BRe-
ceiving more from the goverament, tham on the free market, all the peasants
gold their produce to the goverament. The government was in the position

x S
i 2l
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psaple. !E# If for some reason such a pliant loses iis rendability for some
time a private owner will send the workers away and will cause unemployment.
Ths government can ksep the workers employed even if it loses monsy and can
walt for the time when the plant will have its rentability again. Such im-
portant industries like the development of the atomic powerj bhould also be
state controlled. “he United Statés atomic power 1 stats cemtrolled, becense

it regpresents & great force in the hands of the goveramont. When such commodities

as gas and electricity. reilway, post office, bussen should also be controlled

by the government because those services are the essential part of the living

standard of the nation. Private people would do spaculation without concera

for the publiec welfare.

State ownership could be ra:.ﬁu private directiom while private owned plants
could be state controlddd] #5% emample, & mrmatin:#oﬂy partly owned
by the state yot controlled by the state. This case can happen if the
state 1s the largest shareholder. A protested fores’ or a national pasic can
not be owned by a private person since those yroperiies do not yleld an in-
come, Only the state owns such property.

Private profit is not bad. I think that private ris': is a very important
pover, %n ghould not be oppressed but a2s scon as private investment will
emaloy great masses the state should take a part in ite control. Here too

owners owners

thare should be made differentiations between Hffdfd and fdfidff. In case
such private ownership would servé the public good I would allow 1% %o
sfft/ stey in private hands. I would not allow, however, to let private
people gain millions from their faetories; as they 4o in the United States.
I think that gdffdfipfil competition in theproduction of those goods is very
heillthy, As long as n.o:rnut 24g industries are xnt privately owned. Two
biz industriee should be controlled by the governmeni. It is hard for me

to conoceiws how it can be,that here in the United S5yates light and heavy
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Exeept for those Comnunists who adhere $o the Soviet Union. Those Commumists
wie adhers only to Marzist prineipleq but not to Leminisn prindéples should
have all freedom to call meetings.

As I sald before the Communists proved mt.:?qratm can not survive and
iz harmful to humanity. The same things were trus concerning the F_scist
systen.

I think thie is extremely important aid belongs to ‘he human Pighss for freedon.
I would eseept from this freedom the extremists lik: the fasolste and the
Communists who adiere to the Soviet Union. The other factions and parties
liice theBemooratic Barty of Socialist Party or Christisn Demeeratic Party

did not prove yet TIiztiNgUmERAIEITW that they cannot survive. ihe
Té-n‘l.at and Comuunist Parties proved thefd latter. Iven Frenco admitted that
his system we? no good, and allowed that after his Jeath a momarchy should
rsplace his government. The Soviet Comminist systen, the People's Democracy
should be soolished. Eyerybody should be informed how horrible this syetem
0. TU® Communism itself would change. For exzample, the French changed their
minde IXIuk ahnm::ummlm ever since ths uprising: in Posnan in Cermany

and especially after the Hungarian Revolution.

Against a government which does not represe the poeple and which forbids
thuhf;;s freedoms of the human rights,an armed uprising is justified. JA{j
‘he signs of such mm’.:e imprisemmentj without trisl, lack of free-
dom of spesch end press, a situation where thefy pmxp:l:nan lose nothing but
their uhainl: 1; in the Hungarian Rewolution.

Tos, I favor such a control.

A great amount of people are employed by heavy industry. It is not right

that private owners should do speculations with the existencs of small
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conoerned, hovever, it ie already prewed mothing good does éome out of i%.

It i a vandaliem.
J

(3a The Compunists proved already that they take advantege of freedom and are hars-
ful for humanity. It is proved that the Commumist thoory emmnot be realiszed
f# raother that it e-nnot survive and the Communist systems only exploise the
people.
detrimental
(3v) Nobedy should be forbidden to say things that &Fe to the state. It

is quite poesible that there are things which should be changed in the state.
There are existing governmentsf} which shouid be criticized really severely as
‘?.gumt of Franco, the peepls's demoeracies, and come governments in
Central America. (He msant Zouthd and Central America). Freedonm of speech
and eriticism should zctually depend om the form of tne governmment. If thare
is an ideal democratic government them opposition anc criticism can be very
useful. More people see and know more things. If thers is a real democracy
enly useful things can be accepted and no faction can Sake hold of the power
of the government. l,n Compunists and neo-Fasciste can suggest nsefwul things.
If one Party ge$s %0 & power them it can forbid other peeple to critisise
and democracy is abolished, as well as progress stopped. I could give examplesn
that even Commumists cen give useful suggestione. In campalgning for votes
for their Party they might sugcest the raiee of worker's pay. The govemmment,
Just to silence them,might reslly raise the worker's pey. Summarizing my
anewer to your guestion I think that if the form of government is demooratic |
then freedom of épeech should be allowed.
@-4a) According to the primciples expressed as the answver for the two previous
guestions and in normal circumetances, all peeple should be free to -ar-
ticipage in msetings. If there are some speciszl cimcumstances as some sort
of a criels, &anger of war, then extremésts should rot have the freedom teo

call meetings. In any other case everyone should heve m# above freedom.
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all the
I would abolish the whole Communiet regime and system end would abolish NESX
functioram

PSSR SELEEEAeT the Communist apparatus. I also wanld snnounce the
iliegality of the Communist Party. A% the same time, however, I wouid give
permisein for the functioning of other Barties. I venld put to an end the
forcefu. eollectivization. I would dissokve the AVH. lobody nu% d RENF
beil forced to deal with politids. I would free fron the I:“ of the
government those industrial and agricultural plants wvhieh have no remtability.
I world put an end to the iron eurtain. I would dissokve all the Communist
orjans and I would put to an end all the comditions which stand im the way

of freedom. Dirceted art would have to be abolished. The limisations forced
ugm the churches should be removed. Forceful deliveriess, forced labora,
gould aleo be abolished. I would put an end to the limitations in choosing
oe's profession. I would do everything to establish freedom and independence
!a Hungary.

. would keep the sport organization of the regime, the social security, the
distribution of the great landholdings, and the naticpslization of the mines
and big industry plants. I aleo would keep the uniform aystemfd of book-
keeping of the banks.

Tee, everybody should be free to organize political parties. This is one of
laws of the rightsof human freedon.

ihe right to oarganize parties is one of the rights of human freedom.

‘ore poople cen ses nore. More political perties will havemors programe

anc. {from each program of each poliiical party something #ill be useful for the
government's pn'ng;'“a.

Only Communists should not be allowed $o organize & political party. It is
proved b now that Communism is mot fit %o survive.

Yee, everybody should be free cxeept for the Communists. The humanistic
righte for freedom have to be given to everyome. As far as Oomaunism is
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mmmmuugmq:w;wmwu.
:mmmmnummummm1mnftmmm
ments about Hungarian affairs, the discloeure of the injustices comdtted
qﬂutmwhhmﬂhﬁlh'l““-u—
grasts have the right to mix sotively into Hungsrisn domestie affelye . ‘nay
mummmtmmwuuupn--hhﬁ
the leading positions in Hungarisa politicel Mife. Thay have ne right to do
that. Ihnhareturnﬂinaihatthqm!ﬂﬂhﬂlm"m
m;mﬂthmmlhnmnmmmttmithﬂmp-ﬂl
ﬁnmhmm-hntmdnh:hﬂﬂhﬂimﬂamu"m
leading positions snd not the emigrés who ere looking on from hevre. ¥e were
ﬂqaumwmwmmnwhnﬁmnmnu
Anns Tuttix hﬂu“n-ﬂw#”‘:mﬁhm“hﬁl
position to describe the condisioas of Hungary and the wishes of the Hungariaa
people. nn-nuaamu,mmathatthwm:um-
mhdpmmtlﬂumundﬁnﬁuhm“mmmm
with the Commnist greeting. Iula ¥EEEE, $oo, caused ¥EEF@isillusismment.
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If knew 7rom prisonirs who came home from “usesie. I also kmew thas there

were folced labor ¢omps in Hungary. 1 koew about amrﬂpﬂwh

Easinchbarciks, Soskube
Mu*rf One im Orssslan, Varpalots, Eewimobanedi s asimis Vao. I kmew

:;bnutﬂ- eolenel of the gandarmes who was two yeare in a foreed labor camp
in. Vi after he wis sent dack from Bussia and durirg thees two yesrs he oeuld
ot i.at his family kmow that he was in Hungary.
I .io!"t think that there was such s thimg, but I cculd imagine that the
woviet Unlom would use germe in warfare.
‘bs Bugsiane mist have starded it in order to find infirmation about new
irmament of the Weést. Thies war was similar to the Ru'diam-Finnish War.
Fajk wes guilty as a mimister of the Interlor, He wasi't guilsy, however, ia
ubat he was aciised of while om triad} This was = so-called window trial.
“he resrmement of Germemy ie importent from the point o view of the Te-
znnts.'ﬁlhhnmi; of the equillibrium of Burope. It i well-knowa that the
most developel militery strategists in Burope are the u:mm The re-
zmmtﬂmaﬂm-mlhwdmmtnm.mmtm
Soviet Union, At the same time it i impertant to be coref(l in not allow-
ing that Germen militeriem should develope to suc: an exten. as to endanger
the indspendence of other Eurepesn mations.

Ve thought that Weet Cermany will bde helping East Cermany ia sthieving

independence. At the time, we thought that this might have beem starting

poiat for a new world war.

enigrés
‘As far as ] see it, the work of th:# is not taken seriows\y by the

imericans. The truth ie that the msdgvelszcannot do as geed a Jjob becamse
they rival among éach other representing differen’ political tremds. I dom't
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I hed friends who worked in the Mimistry of Economy or were high officials
in government owned projects and factories and they g=ve me informatiom. I
had & friend who was the chief accountant of a great .’?mtnﬂrn;m—t: and
enother friend who was chief engineer im a steel facicry, another who was the
chief agromome im the Ministry of Agriculture.

I dida’t Delieve a thing which I read in Humgarian novspapers. 1 learned it
as everyons else,how to rend from behing the words. 'he newspapers conbra~
dicted themselves too, in urder to make things even more ridieculous. Feor
exarple, in the same newspaper, ome could find two different articles. I re-
member reading in the same newspaper en article about the problem whether
Hungary should sell to Yugoslawia sgricunltural machinery in an insxpensive
price and in the same newspaper on antbher page therc was an article that

Hungary could nct evem eupply itself with agricultural machinery.

Dﬂln:tharmunflaﬂ{}.tmﬂurﬂi 8. After the fall of Hagy it re-
lapsed If jusidig.
dawndcagain, except for the Szabad P

Most® reliable information one recsived from the BBC «nd from ome's friends.
The B30 was considered the most trustworthy, the Eungsrian mewspaper t::nﬁ:}
No, I haven't reed tmmﬁr

Tes, 1 think they tried hard.

Everyuody tried.

There was no such persom.

I qﬁ# received most of my information from friendls cud through the EBO as
well. aa cther foreiga wiations,

Thic was the most relisble nevs.

I had couriers who brought mo news from other cities than GHA where 1 was
during the Revolution We aleo listened to the broadc st of Free Burepe.
Tes, 1 knew quité well whet was happeming ia otheritowns.

Tee, I knew about thosel
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eportaman. He imew that es a comrade in sporte I wo

him becauss he gave out such imformation.

It was from f§ 60f to 70% relisdle.

In general, they were quite sccur:zte news, sometimss

Tamyurs entered into them. I% happened many times t!
|

vhatever they heard from fié#s/ hfhffs Mhese sources

later they turned out to be trus. For example, we ¢
bureane racy

zation (streamlining of SHUOREE 195 when many peeple

romour. It turnad out to be true however.

I heard rumours that im Westera Cermany the Hungerie:

S4. Leszle division and also ths lungarian gendarmes
against the Com.umist regime.

I heerd those rumours everywhers whers I wemt.
Feople talked abagt nﬂl. in pﬂ:rlhl houses and homes

Tes, there were such people, esiecially sports peepl:

I wae one of them, and I met others in the swimming
sport competidiens.

We would discues it espeecially .in the swimning pool.
this was our worldng place.

Yes, thare wers such pegple.
illegsl

Tee, 1 Tead TIPEH publications, leaflets whidh ar:i

from the United Syates, the information bulletins of
aleo legal news.

1 didn't have to go anyvhere. ‘his nows juet got or
%o the radio or sport yeople who came home from abic
1 listened to the radic, to the eports news, and r-ai
a long time the sport papers did mot write at all ab

end records. Un%il 1953 ne Western eport records op
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14 not make trouble for

L% happendd that false
115 people thought thas
ware false romeurs, but
inight that the ratiomsli-

Lot their jobs) was just

1 army divieion called
vire ready to fight

who travelled sbread.
ol and all sorts of

Av a matber of fact,

rad in Hungery in balloons
the ‘merican Embassy were
vamd aumh‘s;el_l listedied
da

ihe sport papers. For
1t Weetezn spert news

reared in the newspapers .
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I listened to BEC, Tres Europe, Velies of Ameries, Prrisian, and ¥lenns stations.

I wanted t) hear Forelgn news.

In general, I liastened from 7 to 10 in the evenlng '_1r.napt when theres was sone
particulerly iateresting event going om like the g;:— trials, Mindssenty

triale, ete. In the latfer caces I used to listen ¢ all the forelgn commemtarien
I could ge' hold of.

I Shought that the foreiga stations wers wery well ‘nformed (at least 1 hed

lieved 1t then when I was in Hungery.) Now I heve .. somewhat differemt

opinion about thope broadéamstsa. I think that they wented to encourage our

opporition against the regime. At thé time whenm I _istened to them im

Hanzary I believed and I hopad that the West is onl;” waiting for an opportuaity
to intervene snd help ns ageinot the regime, today | know that this was nok
Grao.

liaay timen they wers very well informed. They gave commentaries on very
recent sventa. "thr recelved their news very fast. It happened that we
regoived Fungarien domestic newe faster from foreig: broadeasts than threugh
the Hungarism radic. I thoughi that EBC was the nmc:i objective of the forelgn
stations.

Ba, I dién't go.

Az o sporteman I didn't hawe io go to politieal mee’ings. At the bDegimnning I
went; howspen: only to ses what they were like. They were organized from the
beglaning, even those things were decided when peoplo had to give an ovatiom
and who skouvld ask and what. Jothing could have bomn dscided in thoss meetings.
Even not :zhout sports.

Logn mot =puly.

I want enly at the very bsginning.

Rajk
statted 3hey were sbout patiomalization, and during the Rk triale they
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(4)a I ready meny elaceic Dooks and at the begianing of the regime, I re:d also
Commeaist booke in order to get acqusinted with whatever they wrote.
(am) I read about 30-%5 s year.
(4e) I road the Hungarian Ehapeody by Harsfayi, I resd from Dumass, Cromin, Upten

Faglayev,
Siaclair, Somerset Maugham; I also read from Swgblpez from Tolstod, Sorkyl

Then I read some uurk:g peychoanalysis, astrolegy. geography, and meta~
physics. I yifl read from Irvin Bektai, from Sigaund m‘;&fm. Weining s,
Hoslopi, Srantcm, Cous, etc. I also resd Svift, Dickeas,/WaENm®, eotc.

(44) I was intorested 1a paychology and im scieaces empecially rslated to astrelegy .
This was my hobby. Ficsiom I read for mun;;;. I 1liked especially travel
boelts, medicel fictiom, snd historicael novels.

(4e) I uaed to go tc sntigue bookshops and losk around for hooks, SEEREEESI oy

0ld Books. Them g# I recd ome book, mepauistigxEbout any seience, I Pged alse
the Wooks to which this book referred.

(af) Tos, it was quite difficult to get beoks. The book of Bremton and Baktai were
vory diffieult to get hejd of. I had to try for menths and menths. People
@.d not liks to lend books, or sell them befamse bocks published before 1944

Teurosented frec literature and thersfore tremenmdous value.

n I
(5)a The Hungarian radio fonly listened to mmsie.
(5b) Wo had & fflfld Telefuaken 3 plus 2 Dulbe.
(Be) I listemed to the Hungarian radio, to the Voice of Lmerica, Fres Burope station,

EBC, lMonts Carlo Broadecasts., Parisian broadcasts, and Vienna broadcasts.

(54) Freo Eurepe, Leadom, Partis,

(Se) I listened in ginor=l from cme to & hour a day.
(&f) I listened. at homa.

(sg) I listendd particalsrly to masic.

(6a) Tee, I lictened to foreigm stations.




(2x)

(aa)
(2m)

(3)a

(3b)

(2e)

(=)
(3e)

(£)

(3g)

(3)

(&)

Ho. 136 84" PHRETEST MTFIDH c AD p. 84
roflectsd those problems even better would th::i peners not have been
directod By the Perty. They could hawe created interesting discussions.

Yoe, 1 saw Joreign publications vhenever I travelled adroad and I read

mostly the sporté news.

When I travelled abroad.

I thought that they wers freer than our publicstions. They did not have to

follow a defin!te line and directiom as our publications have.

I went fo the novies sometimes even twice or thres iimes a week, depending

on hew many gond foreigm nm:; performed.

I prefermsd to ses foreign ﬂgor such Soviet filfme which were mot filled

vith -ropag nda. For example, I liked very much the iussian film Romeo and
<ndet,

Jrem among Hunzarien or Bussian fllms there were mo filme vhere there were
o w q?n?p&?‘nmn home from the workshop and factories and went to
the movise and hare they sew again the workshéps and factories, but Shis
wvae the social tendency in Hungary.

I loved %o see good films,

Yost of the films I went to see were forsigm films. Fremch, Italian

Enjlish, Czech, or Bolish.

Dpfietimeatdees I wont to ese foreign !ﬂ-;}l I t;:rtmaﬂ: liked drema,

Tos, I went to sse only classic plays.

I went to the nationel theatre (Hemzeti.) and to the apera. I wemt about
three timos a month. We hai 7 secson tickets in my family. We hadl season

tickeis to the opera for my wife, my daughter, and myself, and bad & esascan
tickets in one theatre and two in amother for my wife and myself.

I don'# think that 1t changed. The regime was very careful ia not dowing

a7y plays which would have been in opoosition of the Party line.
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I listened

to the Free nvrvps broadtascts, the Veics of Americaj an. I slso got infore
mation while I was travelling abroad as a sportaman.

¥roe Europe and the Voice of America ,ms well as BB were ‘he most impor-
tant.

The next most importent scures of 1#&:@1‘.1“ was news I herd from friends
and acquaintarces,

I read the Austrin snd Hungarian sport newspapers. Tre Auetilan spert
newspaner was tho Sport-Echo. I read those mmee or t;riu 4 weer as they
ap sared. .ometimes I read the English Dally Vorker.

I read the Bport papers once or twice a week as they appeared "-"LML
lozxkar. lowever, very rarely.

I was interestol in the sport news ae well as sport theorles. I read the
Dally Vorjcer for westera news but since I found i: to be entirely fé/Ps
pro-Soviet, T could not believe ite news, From time to time I read the
information billetin of the Amrican Embgsay which I suppose contaimed
the same neus Jroadcasted on the Voice of America.

In gemeral [ roed the foreffn news as well as the gmultural and the spert
news.

1 read the ediiorisls of the sporte papers.

I liked ;gthu newspapers feiffivh contradicted or oppesed the Soviet
syeten.

“ho most intarsesing features were for me the proof about Soviet lies.

Tes, thay weo .
vall filled
The ¥ur papers wore ifd with mostly local news, but they contained foreiga

news end domeetic political news as well. The latter were taken from newspapers,

especially from the Ssabad Fép. I thought that the local news was guite

valuable becauss it brought out the loeal problems, %um have
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the will of tho pesple just as were lﬂ-.tlurhnd Museolini. Always those
recple rise to pover who are most wanted by the massde. Hitler did LRDy
good thinge for ine Germans, and his big mistalkte was $o think that he
could partially oxtinguish the Jews. He should not have started that or
elee he shouid Lave elimimated them emtirely. A.B.
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the industrisl gains inmto military S/mFePys production.
(19®) Boe no cppesiilom could De organized. VWhatever the studenis wanted to achisve
they alweys trird to achieve it withis the framework of the regime. For
ezample, they wanted &loser centaci with the West, but they never dared or
naver ::‘:m downfall of th~ whole regise. |
(191) The ones who were least afreis among the studembs, sterted to organize after
they saw thy\the Soviet culture is the least developed ia the whole vorld.
In. the P-téu'fl :ﬂ; sertivis and writerz wanted to free the Hungsrian
artistic giil from the Soviet infhusmece. For example, writers fought
againet hariny S0 write in every book a great amount of Soviet propaganda.
In every fict . on the 'illeim had to have Western Eunropean sounding names
wiile .Le her.es bai to have Russian sammding names.
Gommen!: After digiassing this chapter the respondent expressed his views
op hitorical develvimehtt. Im comnection with the Smell holders Party with
wikirs he sympeih’-el fiv a while.he expleoined that perties and lessders
ar@e as g r-8lt of the prossere and will of ths masses. This way he ex-
sednes the rise of ﬂ‘llm vho, a8 he oxplained it.,organised his party om
thr suggestion of the Ministry of the Interior in order to sabotitute Jewish
msinessmen with Christian businessmen, and this way to take avay the power
of the Jews in Hung=ry. This was a very good and noble patriotic purpose.as
far as he was concerned, and 1% certainly m'bmml the great
magses im Hungary wamted such a development. If Scillasl would not have

gomo %o the extremg it would hawve been a very good party. Htler toc rese

pa—

beczuse the maeses wanted him. '?ﬁ,diﬂ Mugeolini. ‘hen I asked the re-
viondeat whether those people were not dictators rather than governimg by
the will ef the mas-es, he sald that would the peeple have wanted to dle-
POse of them, they certainly could have disposed of them. The respondent ex-
plained thaS ths president of the United States too was raised to power by
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knew fror. each other whe belonged to the NEN organization.

Y08, 7 heard about oppositions withim the Party. I he=rd that after the
desth of Stalim there wers differemces im the Farty. Rakosl was epposed
then. Under the regime of liagy some artists writers and studedbs st-ried
to orgenize. "hen Imre Nagy ams disposed of thim ceased to exist. This
organization, however, again cme to being in the spring of 1986, Tibor
Doxy and Lukecs were in this organizatioh. Im Aughist this org-nisation was
vary strong.

The oppesition criticized in meetings as well as in writings.

Ful ®are many pelitical jokes. Ome of them was “Werk or join us.® (‘hat
magnt that 1f you join the Farty you don't hawve to work for your salary or
viee versa., )

Pesple Turned down factories or graim fielde and children hated to study
Bnsslan and did not study. The teachers could not fail them for this
world heve been admittance of fallure.

Eepecially afier the death of Spalim there were such disagresments. Thers
wore peeple who wanfed to execute the Lenimian idealogy im epposition with
the Stalimien 1declogy. Thopehes also such eppesitioniiys thers were
poeple who wanted Marzian and Engelisn ideolegy, =nd others who wanted
Leminiax and Stalimian idealogy. 't'ho difference tetween the Leainian

and the Steliaian ideology was that while Lemin did not mind to have co-
existence Stalin was alweys preparing for :.i nl;" Im .‘m he
wig Just afraid @f the capitaliet countries. The Marxian and Engdlian
ideclogy maintained that Hﬁ:‘ﬂmﬂmuﬂin of the iandustry, g
standerd of living/ of the workers should rise put the Sbalin Léminien
Sdeclogy inetsad of ralsing the standard of living of th: workers invested
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the Hagy regian pecple tried to do mabotege. The Hsm movement (national
opposition rovenent) started at that time too.

The peon'® who were most hostile to the regime were the peasants and the
workeri;. They wore the people w.o could do something about their opresi-
tinn. If the worker did mot work well and the peasant did not cultivie hie
1ud this wes all m;-nu:ﬂt:a regime.

7ie lemst hostile grou.s were the white-collar workers. +hey were the
people who eould be mostly influenced. They didn®t have any profesaions
and therefore they dida't hawve much cholece but te do their work as they
were told to. They did fesl oppositiom howevexy, because they were fram
inteliectusl families and they understood what théregime meant. f%
tPird S0 cheat the regime wherever I sould. When I worked in the conserwve
fatory 1 made allowances for the peassnts and they in thelr tura gave me

frudt or vegetables or even meat from their perk. For example, if a

praézat made a eontract with the comserve factory to haand im his temato

from a certain gewowbenf field and heving made the contract did not
have %o hand ia produsts to the govermment, I and my colleaguss were
sup ossd to see that he really hands in the todmée he was supresed to. If
the peasant however had sn exceptiomally good yesr alctvl:y nice tomatoes
whieh he eould sell for a very good price om the market, and he asked me
‘o overlook his contract or at least pertly ktexcarmirast.I overlooked it
tomatoes
md let him teke his Somatemto the market. I didn't care if after that he
bought some very poor guality tomate and instead of the good tomato handed
it in to the conserve factory. In turn I received all sorte of producte
from the peasent and could be sure that whatewer happened,or ia whatever
Srouble I got they would help me.
It imersaeed.

i% was rother a personal matter. WNo greups were orgmnized, but people
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they dide't promise me to publish my book as a textbook with my name as

the author.

Yes, he can do that, if he has good comnections.

Thsre is an equalizing committes (Egyezsetd Bizottedg)vhich desls with such

compleints. Ia transferring somebody to another eity or offices there is & law
to

20t to tranefer ome #m a lower position than he has held before. If one
feels that cie received lower pesition by Deing transferred ome can ask thal

his caso should be examined. Ome could bring ons's case svem as high as
Commitsee Of Resports ,
the STWIFVSSIEITOF 0L Rghosi. Ome could go %o this committes with all

sorte of claims. We called it between ourselves ®the informer ministerioam. ®
(Spicli Ministerium). y

Egyesteto
Ivery worker could go to the equalising comnditea. (Ficreatesar Bisotteag).
This committes, however, did not tfanafer a worker svem if this worker could
have gotten 2 batter job end a better paying job alsewhere if thers was &
need for thie worker at the phece whers he worksd.
Une couldn't dof enything about that. This depended utterly om ome's family
mk‘r.uﬂdv

Spartly

Only emart people could get ahead, ome who could navigate #i/fisy among
orders amd laws. One had %0 know exactly how te bebave in all sorts of
different and difficult circumstances.

Hany trained rier left their jobsbecanse they did not want te work for the

Commumist regime. Only thenm they returned to work when they saw that this

Sogine 13 hero to stey for some tims at least. At the begimning, scientista
and artists oy csed the regime too.f After 1948 egen the workere and the
peasants wee in the oppositiom. The worksrs made peer work wherever they
could and the pecsante did not ealtivate their land wvherever they could .
Affier 195 2 there was "woric slowly" govement. ':llh n.; unified passive
oppoesition. It wesa's erganized,yet everybody E:mr that it existed. After

P——,
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f¢l wnom ome rloulé not trust. ..

One gl cou’d talk honsetly about mistakes which were made by the 'E'"

For axampls, one could say how stupidly the West Deahaved in letting Commumist
Chima get to such & power as it did. One could talk about juvenile delin-
quimcy ‘0 the United States. Ome could .ot talk, however, sbout the FMJffdj
Taultr and mistakes of the Hungarisn er Seviet reginme.

One ould talk more frankly during the Imrs Nagy regime. If ome criticized
on."a bons this was & desiroying critichsm, but if one criticized someone
vi0 wae lower in rank than himgelf Bhis was = building criticlam. If ome
has good conmections ome cam disobey lawa. Vhich laws or orders can be

il sobeyed ;depends om the times and circumatarnces. As a matter o*..ut there
wire very few lawe made in the past 10 years, only orders. Some of those
‘tdere which could be disebeyed were: for example, whoever leaves one's

Jjob wvoluntarily ﬁmnt be amployed otherwiee only tbmeugh the state place-
ment sgency. %o be employed by the state pls cement agency mesnt that one
received very eodd jobe for very low pay, and even though ome had guite an
important posltiom before ,oms could not choose ,but accept whatever the

placement ageray gave him. Imployers, however, trying to help emplegees

would zareiy put on the paper that they left volumtarily or because of dig=

satisfaction oa the part of the amployer. “he Pegime itself did not keep
its own fimw ard order ,‘buna;.u there wae iunit & law that only those prisomsrs
could be taker to forced labor who were comvicted. “he regime took anybedy
even before their tri.al‘?fmnd labor. Fezsantefff tried and 12 many cases
suscaeded mot tc hand i3 as much products as they were supvosed to.

I dide'g have to protect my imterest .because being & sportemam I had quite
a few advantages. Ones I did muudp::?:;t interest when the govermment

wanted to publish my Sextbook about diving in a series of systematiec

studies,inetead of ¢ textbook. I simply did not hard in ny material as leag as
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axpaTis
othor factories, I Imow that there were Soviet managsrs, Soviet peofesxiousd
RiSEk&y and 2lso Soviet industrial administrators. This Eussian personnsl
tried %0 :ﬁi Hungarian industry after Russian example. These people
ware well trainmsd but they imitated very much western Europeans in thelr
drese snd clothing.
It was mostly promgouncsd in pelitical snd ecomomical spheres. Least it
#28 promounced in art, evem though they gave gemeresl direction to art too.
H::Ewuufhl- however, Shat e nce their own art was not developed or rather
they dida't bave definite directiom for art .,they Just couldn't eliminate
wastern influspce unless it wae promouncedly againet their politeal convie-
tlons.
Soviet advisers and Soviet personmel were Affg{jf sssigned to all the key
industrios of Hengary like steel industry, miniag industry, oil industry,
gas industry, end fine mechamics. Im this "big pecce camp® the Hungarian
uranldm and ¢ téel sll wers exploited by the Sovietn. 5o was Hungariam
foed productiok and also all sorte of industrisl nreoducts, which were made

to supply other Soviet satellites.

E:; not aé all. According to fets everyene who 1s mot s Communiast
2 ng thépm i

is an enemy. Fverybody had to behave as if ome was a friend of the
differently

Communist Party' even though they thought apd felt entirely Bferwent from

thet.

Wiea I zTeturned from war prisom I didn’t go tc get my discharge from the

ermy. I didn't want the army to know that I came back from westerm Europe.

They found 13 out, however, and when I was foreed o go and get my discharge

I was aked whother I loved the Sovist Union. MNaturally, I had to say that
kader”

I did. This was the time when they made the imivs papers for the former

cfficere.

Coe could fiad it out wery easily,with whom ome could talk homestly and
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n;silr into trouble than other people. The onss who have the least chances
to get into troubls are the Jews.

One was most liksly to get justice at the phlice. The police, hewever, after
having completed the investigations of some case has to hand the case over
%0 the courts.

“ho two other instituiions hated the AVH. The AVE tried $o mix imto such
things which telonged purely so mﬂﬁ and whemever the AVH mized imto
the busness ¢f the police, the report of the ATH wzs accepted rather than
that of the police.

I don't know sbout that,

Yes, there were fifjfafi' fluctuatione. In 1948 for example, the terror -

wad very great. It relixed somewhat after the 5 Yesrs FiJlf Planerilr dld
lattor

not succesd. fhe governmert wanted to comceal thisf fact before the population.

Thon came the premierchip of Imre Nagy. At that time and after the death
of Stalin as wvell as after the 20th Comgrens, the terror relaxed.

Ten, thm fa flourishing ecomomicelly and politically.

“he Soviet Union was tae ruler &ful'!un:aﬂm effalrs.

Tho impertant and main declsions weref mede im Moscow andj omly the details
werte decided in Hungary.

Onas could ses after the 20th Congress. It was known to everyome.

I saw thie mainly in the ecomomic life of Hungary. The Sovist orders

weTe not given directly but only in gernsal terms. It was obvious however,
that the Party tried to get rid of every such individusl who would oppose .
or meke difficult thé implementation of Hrders which came from Soviet Russia.
It is possible that meny orders were mace by the Hupgarians themselves.
Tes, I had cortact with Soviet persommel, but only when I wae an accoumtant
iz the knittlrg,-weaving factory. The director of the factory wads Russdlenm
w:én who was prittrﬂ.,ht utterly untrrined in mansging factories. In many
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relezsed nfte- O monthe. Them I had a neighbor who used to be a captain
ir the cevalry who was arrested.becanse he didn't Ikmow or didn't want to
give ths namesand addresces of his former comrades in the army. He was
pot Sriel sither. He was releassd affer 3 months.
(114) The tw: last cases impressed me most. I don't know too much $o tell about tamm.
(11e) Yes, I knew about some one who was Deaten up many times whils he was in prison,
Pat when he loft he had %o sign a statement that be was never beaten. Natural-
1y he didn't liike %o talk about it.
(11r) All sorts of people from sll the walks of life wers arrested.
(115) Yes; they were. ¥or example, in 1946 when the nationalization was
started, there were many purges. In 1948 the Soclsl Democrabs and other
non-Communist Party members were purged. Ian commectila with ma frial,
in comneectlon with the Mindszenty trial, theres wers many purges. l’hr tha
premiership of Imre Hagy there were also purges, but mot too many. ZThe
biggest purges were the ones in 1946 and the onees in 1948,
(12) I would tell hiam to keep quiet. There are ro eccupations without danger.

could have more privileges,
But scientists, artists, and sportsmen oo oy T T

live more frealy than othars.

(1av) Tes, It does.

(13e) Yes, they can hslp, depending what one wants to achieve. To receive an
importent poritiion ome has to have good connections.

grad) Ips, naturally, good chass background helps. It is impossible %o conceal
one's bagkground or at le st it is very difficult.

(12s) Y38, many things can be bought by money.

(12f) Yas, one can avold certain difficulties, but not everything.

(12g) The middle pezcant snd the intellectusal as well as the claricels get much
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I don't think they were immune, but I knew that thay were ready to ¥V
their mothers and fathers too, and they did everything they were told to de
by the Party. They had lots of privileges. There were many sadists among
them and peopls who wanted to show off and be more thu:;h;::
7% think that she secret informers were even more dirty as far as momals
wers concernsd. There were some, however, who were compelled o work for the
AVH. I kmew zbout a2 couple. where the wife was cordidered to be @& clerical
informer's
and her hustand wae compellsd to accept an dofermeryrole bewause he was fold
that 1f he would not work for the AVH they would talke his wife away. Once
a party memter in my fi@f#g/ office found an English written pamphlet in my
briefoase, which I received from a Budhist sociely while askidg for informe-
tion sbout = strology. To have such a pamphlet in ons's possession, meant
that cns was interested sither in the Budhlst religion or Else had eoms
comnections with the W'st. It certainly wasn't a very clever thing to have
such a psmphlet around. I was almost compalled %o do informer work bescaus:
the person whe found the pamphlet thought that it would serve for evidence
that I wae conspiring against the regime. I knevw, however, thet there was
no such evidence in the pamphlet and I was mot frightened.
My wifs wes arrested, dut at the time when she was arrested she wos not oy
wife yet. e was errested from Marchf 45 to Docember 1945.
Sheg wae considered to be a dengerous person $o ihe developing Hungarian
democracy, since she used %o wrk::;itn Germen firm, Seamen’s,

My wifs was not t@ied, she was handled quite liberally end acquitted actumally
Bersnd

for a bottle of whiskey. She served together with the Rabbd of Derandcwho

sold the whols Jgwish community of this town to the Hazles.
In connection with the explosiom of the Town Hall two of my friends were

arrestéd becanse thay wers suspiclous. They wers never tried and were
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Mostly the Hungarian Worker's Party (the Communiast Party)was disapproved of.
Feople thougbt that the HungarisnOSoviet Association was a futéle thing.
Nobddy liked the Russians since every family -antn:urﬂ one way or another
through the foviet Union. Only .Jewe were members of the Hungarien-Soviet
Aseociation, but not Christianms.

The DISZ war never the center of Commanism., The only real center and force
of the Jommurigm wae the AVH and [he Soviet Unionm.

youkh

The Jmwi did not believe in anything. It was not difficult to notice how
mucl, cheating was involved in education and the writing of textbooks. Some-
timne textbocke,uyritten by Wester: professorsswere used in schools and the
sams books a1l of a sudden appeared under the authership of a Russian writer.
For example, I {ound a Dook on srimming snd divine,which I knew and read
bafore the new regime, I Jmew trat it was written by Hans Kfer, yet in the
nsy regime the nook was published under the name of Mazuro@. Wwhen I wrote
@ textbook sbout wwimming and !iving I was forbidden tu:-.;- to my
Western sourcee, I was supposel to refer only to Fussian sources.
Adventurere

Alzeptostatsx belonged to the AVH. e

People wers recruited who were rocommended FF VW IAECEINETh the AVH by

the Party or #lse people who according to their pepers were :un; hdl:ru..
and r&lisble.

thay
The ped;le who went to the AVH wers Jews. %tk joined the AVH even before

actuoslly

they guve up thelr business fs scua as they smelled a danger. Thenm all
other @ostly

sorts off people without character belonged to the AVH,/=i

(Jot nerious people who never too: eny responsibility and who would never
B long
work m & Jol for mawe $ime, vho hilong nowhere.) Some workers and

poasante were recruited too.

———————
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meant a great halp fimancially %too, becaunse once ome could go abroad

one could buy sach goode vhich were searce at homs and sell thedl for a
u@n'.qmtlr'
good price. x8f gonzEge everybody'!s purpose wma to be admitted to the

selected groun. The leadership t#ied to diminish this group to the
reelly very best sportg people. For example the sportj results,which

were to be reached by women swimmers to emter the select group,was so
usant
high, thet in any other country such results would have hmmm records.
L] L]

The chairman and the under-chairman of the crgenization were good kaders
they were placed into their positioms by the Party. Their duty was to
determine what sort of people should be im the orgenizatioh. From 1953
on, they tried to place such people on the head of the organizations who
finished the A/#f¢d Acedemy of Physical Bducation during the new regime.
Most of the lsaders were Communiet people from the ages of 36 to 40,
there gezret
Tes. fff} wers/informers. Every sport association had an information and
propaganda department whose job it was to know the political opinions of
0 n
th-mamb-ry eand to do the kader papers of the members. I was thrown out
TuomEn Dossa
from the dagssxbd assoclation becznse of informers, informing on me.
o, it didn't.

Since people belonged to thie associatioms, by compulsion, noone felt
"Forenc Veros®
very keenly ebout this belonging. ¥Nor exsmple, I slways was farencxraros frn,
T 1Y
even though I delonged to the Raves assoéfiitions. After I was thrown out

Ese
from the police and therefore, also from the Bawas I applied to be admitted
Fersnc Taxos
in thexfamescxwames. They admitted me into their epa®t assoclation and alee
g2ve me a job in 2 conserve factory. *

In al pesple oved mostly of th sport associations even th t
general people appr 1y s:'i ool ough they

would have liked to have had more freedom
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The membars were employees from the Minietry of Interior, that is employees
of the police, of the fire department, and civil defense, The organization
wes very large. It was a national organization. There was a special
division whigh was called the special gualified sport division wvhere the
well quelified competing sportemen were admitted. I belonged to this
sporte Givision. The number of the competing eportemen in thés divislom
from Budapest were from 11 %o 2,000 people. 411 of the other sports
assoclations were about this big too. This regime organized the sport
and physical eduestion reslly excellently, & similer organisation I saw
only in Germeny and in the Soviet sport organizations. Apparsntly the
Soviet Uniom wanted the Hungerian sport to b8 distinguiched from the sport
of the other sstellite countries, befause Hungary received the most
gubzidied for eport.

Only = member of & sport association could take part in competitions and
games.

I had to compete. [ could use :rrulaf.r:u:;.lui. eport equipment, and tralners
gnd aftsr reachiing good results in sport I could receive a job.

The sport sscocistion had to prove the superiority of the Soclalist @pord
and Physicga. education above the sport and physical education of the
vewtern countriees.

People were :"eslly good friends in the sport Affff association, as & matter
of fact, thie vas the only place where ome could come together socially
without talking or having anything to do with pelitics. Folitics were

not important at all. If one was qualified one cogld enter the group of

pelected sportamen and be eent sbroad for competitione, and games. s
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protected toe interssts of the govermment versus the interest of the workers
:.;atrnnd. of doing the opposite thing. I think that the first thing to do
= this ragime will fall will be to reorgamisze the trade unions and to throw
ort all the Sceisl Demoerate and the Communists ik it.

(7u) The religious organizations were sbolished. (Such things as religiouns

charity organizetions, Bible organizations.)

(8a) I helonged to sport associations.
(8 One could compete in sports énly if ome belonged to a eport association.
(1e) Other mass orgarizations I knew sbout,were the Hungsrisn Worker's Farty

(tho Communist Ferty), the different trade unkons, the DISZ, the MNDSZ,
él!, (the Fungerian Soviet Corporation) the MSZSZ (the Hungarisn Freedom
I;.ghtlrh Grganization) and the meny different sport associations. Ug
far as I'm concerned the trade unions as well as the MNDSZ were actually
the Party iteelf thought their members could be people who wers nét Party
members. The (the Hungarian Freedom Fighters A _sotiation) attracted
its members by offering offortunities to teach them flying, driving. The
gport associations offered sport opportunities, but £ 1 the organizations
I mentioned including the sport organizations were jffgd¥Fp diseclved
immediately as soon as the Revolution started. The only organization
which did not didsoclve waa the MSZSE which went over gn Dblog to the
Hevolutionaries.

(8s) I belonged to th-::; sport association (previously I belonged to the
MAC sport asm ciation, but this was before the new ruim.] I entered thas
MAC in 1936, =nd even at that time it was such an exclusive sport organiza-
tlon that one had to prove one's Christiam origin by proving that ome's
grandparents were Christizns too, hwhanﬁng in $heir dirth cértificates.)
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L1 .
a5, the vnlvereliy ne ned to jolu the Party. You aust of ihe Party

memberes were arwerlsta cnd Tewa.
(70} Some people wors affected Ly enterimg the Farty, othere wers not. Those

naxs elrecle of frisndas

peaple who remad ned {n ¢he compggy they used to be baforfe they weréd Rarsy
in thie <irole.

renberg baeams wors silent/ Thay started to telk fo faver of things whieh

they veed o erivdefos horore. For etanple, | kosw fwo Jwwe who nsed o

work ak Ehe sgearian giolws, whars 1 worked an thr e, Cafurs these

Jewe becooe uiamnuolsts Loy wesd (0 be oro-Amerd s [hey uasd %o chink

that Hucgary oesde Apericon Leip. A8 soon g1 they beceme Farsy mambers,

hiwever, thay thought thas fungaly does L0% aeel ~meTican halp at all, shai

it eoul! gev zlong very vedl ¥y Lareslf withi sl vhe leadership of the Parey-

(7oh On erery lewel the Pariy wos led by the Holshevik Farbty of the Soviet Undlon,
which g:9e the directicne ¢c the more subordinase Farty organisations.

{7s) It had 100% influcnce into everyibing.

(7r) It didn't influnsnce ths police toc mush. “Bnse the political cases veTe
hundled by the AVL ths Party gawe ths orders conderning thoss cases to the
AH! mot to ths polige.

{7a) The Pariy tried to educats the soldier in the Communist epirit. This A4
nuk pueceed very cuch,however, bucsuge there warz onfite a few army officers
w0 el %0 e arny officars before the new regite and were not necessarily
Commoninta. The ermy was mo% very well armed bsfore she Hungartsn Rewolution.

mﬁfhr the BRyvolution wers emdy the sateillite couniries of the Sovied 'inion
armed.

(7%) The trade ublons were dominated altosether by the Farty. ‘he traie unlona
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direction of thy production. They could sleo teke part im the political
leadsrship of the country. ALl those which I just paid were theoretical
righte of the Party members, but in practice all he could do was to approve
enthusiastically end vote for everything he was told to by the leaders of
the Party. 4l1 the locel Party organizations were directed and given ordsrs
ly thé l.‘rm:rzl Conmittes of the Communiet Party.

The member wculd have to guard watchfully the proletarian power." Other
slogans desc'ibing the duties of ghe Farty members were "unmify for higher
productivity.” or "We greet the lst of May by work competitiom."

Wo, & can't inink of snybody. I only kmew people who left the Party, not
people who julned it.

I know of peiple who wanted io become m membefsafter 1948 in order to re-

ceive bette: jobe. Until 1948 Jeid practically everybody could becoms a
was satablished and became

memder, Bu; once dhe power of the Com unist Party lwrwwr=rresestcand
overwheluing, and the Party did not need additional votes any mnoFs Jhmany they
gterted ;0 select the FParty members.

¥, I ¢id not belong, and I eould not heve belonged either. I was a
ﬁ-ﬂaﬂ.tﬂ. westernsr officer, that is I ceme home from wester war prisom,
and g'eo I wesa som of sa officer.

I ¢>uld have joined before 1948.

7t much, becanse I became & eporteman and as such I bad many adventages.
.dealist Communiste joined the qufu well as careeriste who had certain
plens which $hey could pursue ouly if they were Party members. The idesliate [
were however, sl owly.throwa out of the Party and the ones who remained were

pevple with no good characters. They were people who wers compelled to enter |

the Party., For excmple, I had an acquainfsmee who wanted to become &

mechanical engineer. Im order %o bs admitted for mechanical engineering
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menbers didn'. hawve the right of decisions.

{ez) No, I did rot belong.

(81) I could heve jolned i.:; 1848, they even tried to persuade me to joim, dut I
sald that I was too busy and I cannot take mrt im the DISZ.

{em) Mo, pu$ only Semmrkiy that I did mot become & Perty member.

Em} Such pegple Jolued who hoped that they would recéive some good position or

would 72 accepted ic good schools and universities because they were DISZ

members.
(60) It didn't 4o a thing.
(ep) I don't kuow.
(6 @) The Farty runs it.
{7) To be . member mesns t» be custed of society. People were locked upon as

if ey would have gold themselves, to the devil. Psople who joined the
Pary were in advantage sgainst those who dldn't especially whsn they were
eo-called rationalizations. Ratiomalization wes the lsssening of the numbers
of officisls in governmental officefs, and therefore, the loss of jobs for
many officials. If somebody became a Party membery whose company wused to
bé o people who wers not Farty members he was looked upon by his previous
campenions had
frinds or compenissyas somebody who Banr leprosy.

(7a) Wu@sver is nominoted by the "all-mighty" Party to be a Party member has to
Jir the Party. Nobody eould argus aainst that, since one was not allowed to
8y that one ﬂ.‘l.d-nnt agree with the Party.

(7v) Ideclist Communiste as well as cereerists  want to become Party members.
From 1948 or 1950 thers were only caresrists who joined the Farty. They
did not believe in Party doctrime but for the sske of their career they did
everything as they were told to do by the Party.

(7) Party memders have the right to vote im the Party, to elsct the Party orgzans

end Party offieials, and they can criticizs the Party. They cen take part in
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more for the mest, but receive 1t without etanding in line. The butchers
therefore, used to puot aside meat to be sold for people who did not stand
in 1’08 end who pald = better price. Ewerybody was ready to make such
vasinesses, and as far as the meat #istribution was concerned, it was really

in
good ,because at least the beef produced kg the country was stolen before it

2ould be shipped out of the ecountry.

] "
(se) Only very good laders went into government service.
" [
(52} Only very zood kaders went to be army officers and in afdition to them some

previous army o’ficers who were needed becanse of thelr military lknowledge.
These latter officers haever, did never receive & commanding position. They
had sdvantages in receiving apartments wherever they were stationed, they
received a very nice salery ever cince 1950. That was all as far as I

Imo.

(8) Ons could get into good schoolu easier 1f ome belonged to the DISZ, and

glso one could be aceepted to ihe universities. Ii was a very good recommende-

tien ewerywhere.

(6a) I don't kmow.

(6b) Hg. And even if some wers compelled to enter the DISZ,they did not take 1%
gariounely.

(6e) There were similar orgenizations which tried to persuade people to join the
DIS%, as they were af the Party., To be a DISZ member usually meant only
thst one's hame was on the list of the DISZ but nothing more. In 1948 and
1949 there was scms life in the DIS? but after the Party took the DISZ in

its hands end took 21l the initiative in ite hands, the members lost all the
interest. I didn't have ;lmm!.lruut contaet with the DISZ.

(&d) One couldn't argue ageinst the DISZ. This was too dangerous.

(6e) The DISZ had n> mate,— influence anywhere. IThe
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envelope was empty or not. ‘herefore, the people who were asgainst voting for
the candidates, 11!:» myeelf, put pieces of newspaper into the enwvelope
instead of the lig' of tha‘:udldatn. Eince after every election the Farty
won 99% it was obiious thfat the envelopes which contained only newspmpers
were utterly dlmregarded by the Party members who counted them. In 1948
before the Part; receivsd the whole power the Communists took groups of
Gmia:nw;fm one place to the other im order to get a# much Crmoumist
vota as poreible.

(5e) ‘he loce! government orgsnlzations were composed mostly from Communist
Farty iembers and therefore they received their ordars from the higher
rarty organizations.

(5d) Yra, thefe was o great amount of red tape. There were supervisory groups
werking in each factory and there were supervisory groups in the center of
tke heevy industry ss well. Bureancracy was trememdous. And as to ped
tepe one bill had to be done in 7 coples. THo copies went to the local
fecords. One copy went to the supervisory department, one cory went to

the commemeial department, one to the preduction departmemt, one %o the
central record room, one to the fffd} conmsumer or the buyer, and one to
the booklzepper.

(5e) Bribdery cnd graft were tremendous. I remember when tha% palace
was reconstructed, to be made a so-cadled university city. A tremendcus
amount of old and new building materials were stolem. Everybody cheated,

¥ron the director of the factory of the building mateiale to the last
mason. If somebody needed s certain amount of bricks for some building or
reconstruction one just went t-:ibuilding contractor. The building contractor
asked a nuch larger amount of bricks for Lh:*:umtmum he was doing and
sold for afone price the amount which he did not need. FPeornle took

bribes in meat distribution too. Many people were ready to pay
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wvas estabilshed. We knew that every ministry is staffed by Soviet advienms.
Our factories had Soviet chief engineere. OQur leading politicians were in
90% Soviet PPI/ citizens like Gero, H;I:nll. E. etec.
In sxicuting orders from the Soviet Union, or at least following Soviet
dir.ction, the Hungarian Communist Party was the power within Hungary. ¥o
orier or decision eould be made without the knoskedge of the Party. In other
vords, efsher it was the Farty who initiated certain order or decisionm, or
slsu the Party hed to aporove such an dnibiation initiative from someons else,
The Party directed the government. And the gur-m;;;; and the Party directed
enl gave orders to the Police. But since the #;};:n«u Job was in the line
of common crimes snd not politicel erimes the blue police was not in really
vry closs contact with the Party. Apout 908 of previous :: pursued in
he polico were maintained during the new regime. The Pargy tried to mix
into the offairs of the police, trying to glve different considerations during
trials to people from worker's families than %o 'nlnn ltrmrs.-
The sovie® Unicn ran the Hungarian government.
‘he role of the Farlisment was to &gprove snthusiastically every suggestiom
of {ae Farty end to vote for it ,ananimously.
The role of the elections was equal to zero. Whojgver was nominated by
the “arty was elected. Voting was done in such a way thét whoever vabed for
t2: nominees hed to place their nemes into an envelope. Whoever Aid not
wak to vote for the candidate,did not place their nsmes into the envelope,
tit handed thn?"ll::t:;lnpa over :ampiax to the people who threw them into the
roting urns. It has to be moted that nobddy counld put one's envelope into
r::m but ha.dl. to hand it dver to mome official who in turn th into the
urn. Everybody was afraid to hand in one's envelope empty becanse the peorle

who took them ¢versto rut them into the voting urn.could see whether the
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industry, it should remain in government hands. Such huge factories as
Manfired Weiss's factory as well as all the mines shonld remsin in government
hands. They should be independent from fereign cepital, and should not de
exploited by foreigners. I don't mean to say that thers should be no foreign
capital invested in Hungary, foreign capital would bring fresk blood imte
Hungarian agricalture and industry, btot the forelgm capital should not exploit
Hungary. Yor sxemple, if we should receive or buy agricunltural msfichinery
from the United Eiatu we should not allow that sll our supply of agrienltursl
mdshinery alould come from America, but we should maintain a ecertaln amoung
of production of agricultural machinery in Hungsrian factories as well.
The population did not remain loyal to the regime at all. Betwesn 1945 and
1948 ths regime succeeded in vncomering eeveral conspiring orgenizstions.
They rec:me more and more severcin their search for oppositfon in the popula~
tior and therefore whoever uttered just ome word agaminst the regime wils
imiediately arrested. Thése bloody expmples were terrifying and frightening
:nd people tried to avold trouble with the forces of the AVH and the informers.
The real power in Fumgary was the Soviet Unionm.
Everything was done after Soviet example. While before we used to hawve
Ministry of the Industry; after Soviet example, we had now Minlstry of Heawy
Industry, Ministry of Middle Industry, and sc on. HEfura the new regime we
used to have one ministry for commmication and transportzation, but now we
Minisbry Ministry
had jmwhveteer of communication, imdomtew of the post office, ete. This all
was done after Soviet example. The two separate police organizations, the
blus police end the AVH were also done after Sovist sxample. Scout organi-

]
zations were abolished and in their place the Foung Pioneer organization
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-'.-;hﬂ dld rot saTe aboui psace onds were orderei to hold speechéis and try
to pursuad: others to give money for peace bonds and to explain to others
vhat a waderffnl thing this was,

My fathe: 2ever belonged to a politieal party.

I war alwayeenti-communiss,therefors 1t was quity logical that the olosest
1o n: was no. 3, that I was always agrinet the rogine. This was not al-
to,ether true, however, becauze I favored the disyritution of the great
;andhnlding.ﬁ Smallholder's Party tried the dis|r:tation of the land
after Danieh example in the ccunty of Baranya. I syrpathized with t-.hu
Smallholder®s Party until it started to "make® war ¢riminals from guilty
and innccent alike. It was quite enoughf that a J» should sccuse someons
of having been a collsborator with the 55, the Smnllhrlder's Party signed
the accusation and the accused rerson was §ried av ¢ sar crimliml., I much

1iked
Trather would have Xikm to see the Smallholder's Feriy to be disaolved than

Concluding
to see it compromising with tha: new regimed. XBumE|viWE my answer to the
question you asited,I should licze to gay tha:;tu lttﬁ . was against certain
thing= the regime did, but I favored eeveral thing:/l' did. After 1948 I
wasg qains!;’ ?w altogether.
Fo. it did®®. (Thie certainl; seems to be contraidictory.A.0.)
T ihink many pecsle thought the same way ag I did. ‘te rule of the
aristocracy was disliked by 907 of the peonle. Sinc: 1945 evorybody was
Juigsed equally. After similar work, everybody recel ni similar pay, every-
body had the sarme opoortunitier for advencement. It ce‘tainly was a good
thing to have distributed the ¢reat ma.moth lanchold rg. "he populationm
liked thie very much. They al:co i:::dth&ﬁ nationall: :tion of the Mg induatry,
and hoped that the living stendard of the workers wordd risc. [ still maine
tain that the lerge landholdings should not be in e handeslut distributed

to persons who have agricultursl training and knowleczs. As “or the big

e



-

fo. 136 4" FPREEEST SECTION G A0 P. €0
:m]ﬁfnm 1 toox part, that is, I listened to a spsoch of Imrs Neagy which was
A in the Smellholdsr®s Party in ‘hﬂ. Thie wa3 in 1946, I liked the
break awey
speech of Isre Nagy and later oan I was sorry that he did not ITRENE RISEr from
signed

the flusslans, and that he Xixmd the so-cdled blood decicions. For = certain
sxtent I like the nationalization of big industry in Hungery., I was hoping

that the sorkers' standerd of living would rise, My hovnes wers not fulfilled

h aowuver, I disliked very much the Russian occupation of Hongery. I sympathized

wiih eviryome who conspired against this regime. X=%3 Everytime a . comspiracy

was wmnasked and the conspirators triédd, the fzults of the regime always apoeared .
as

In 1’46 both the Social Democratic =¥ well es the tmallholders PartySiss were

abo'ighed. Only them wo realized that the Commumiet regime hed all the pover
h 1 |
in2ia hand. Until 1948 they received anyone who was ready to become a member

of the Communist Party. As a matter of fact they even paid people that they
mould become meibers of the Communist Party. From 1948 ERS9¥, howe var, when
he regime did not heed jddizional votes for the sstablishment of its power
fay more, they dld not reciive everybody to bedome g pnﬂyﬂ Vhenever
the regime made some sort of a drastic step or mistake I u:}m;ug that the
Vestern world would intervene. For exemple, I hopsd very much that the
Mindssenty

Mindszanty
Vestern lorld would interfers when the trial of ddledznaty started. EM

58 neny others was simply taken by the perty and made a seapegoats
Mirdssenty (the T
¢n nim migtakes vhich the Party made. Through the trlal of thef = -
el o uanted to woalcen the Reman Catholie Church. I had a wvery religlous
Eindszenty
Foman Catholic friend who was compalled to l:u:-ld. a. gpasch against
Mindszenty going
vhile the trial of TIFErPEEE was still. Ho had no choice.if he
wented 50 ksep hiis position and be able to support his family.but to deliver
this ppesch. Thie nort of policy was very common during the regime. Whemever

Feace bonds were igsued, such people who were kunown to opouose paece bonds or
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satisfy one's sulturdl demands only if one took away from snothsr importans
bought
nsceselty, for exaipls, if ome ate less expensive food or beughh less expensive

clothing. “or example, when I wanted to buy a nice Persien rog I had to pay
3000 forirbs for it. (Interviewerts nete-Biedermeir furniture m‘mu.&.
Tugs wer: once the mign of being from a comsclidated midile class . e

My mos* importent complaint would be IV, VI, IX, and X,; my least importamt

comp7aint would be IEE and VIII.

IV, H; IX, end X.

Iv, VI, IX,

IT

X

wers .
Their main grievances * that
Speciricairy .
practice is far from the theory./ IV, IX.
One actuslly always kept that in mind. Vherever one went ome had to wateh out
befors pevple ome didn't know

not to say things/which were against the regime '

For example, hthnmminguhnnlmunthlmfrumﬂ-&'rdtuhudapnitlm
to talk to my acquiintances in a very low voice, especially vhen we talked about
our grievences. The same happened in the swimming pool where I took my exsrcices
with my fellow sportumen.

One talited about th se things vwith one's ne-rest family menmbers and ome's nearest
friends.

One eouldn't do enything sbout them. The supervision was so glfeat that nobody
could help these grievances, Ons had to try to stay within the circle of
People one knew reslly well,

I sympethizedrith the smallbolders party; I balieve that they were right when
they maintained theat the land should belong to those who are cultivating it.
They advocated the Finnish and Danish agricsltural system and they tried to
organize such a program in the Hungarian agriculture. I wasn't 00 much

interested in poutiﬂ)hnmu; therefore I didn't become & menmber in this party.
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I was only interested in polities from the point of view of a Hungerian
Ch#tjstian. Ay a Hung-than Chrigtian I wanted to kno: how to argue against

the Communists. I didn't take an interest in politics before this new

182ime came to power,

I was only interssted as a Hungerien Christiam. I wanted to know politics
well enough to be abdle to argus against the Bommunists.
Imnﬂ?muﬂuhruﬂm‘hu#uhonumt a Perty member. I had to take
part in compulsory seninarigm meeting as well as political education. Everybedy
had to take part im thoge meetings. These compulsory meetings made everybody
haie politice.

Cimpared with other interests the interest in political development was vory
mll:‘%t:zm. I had to mention thought that ons had to think gabout ponuu
and the terror of this regims whersver ene went. Even in places u{m-nt
night clubs one had to think about 1t since only Russian music wae played. The
Plaga in the theater were full of politics. One was reslly compslled to hate
thie cvstem,

I only participaged in the R_volutfon 29 of 195€.

L pemle . me
' interest in politics was just hout the same as that of mK surroundindd/
Fo, this did not Yary.
The first important group of grievances were those which werse connected with the
human rights for freedom. Feople had no freedom of thought, freedom of eonsébence,
freedom of religion. If one was a churchgeér one had %lwl to be adraid so bas
thrown out of onels Job. R-ligimu peosle had Ealumﬁmﬂ: more tn r-u-in

recnived.
the game salariss as non=religions peo-le The second

importeat group of grisvances ware those which were connected with the economic
situation of Hungary, as well as of Hungery's eultural demands. Ome nwil
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sweat of cthers.
The groups who were the best off were the Commujists, especi ally the leading
functionaries, the AVH members. Next to them there werd well-gualified artists
sad sclentiets and physicisms were well off. Next :“:- ;;11-@1111'1-&
gportamen, then came the peasants, then the workesrs, and last.Zug the worst
positions were the white collar workers.
sporismen,
I belonged %o the
sportismen,
I liked to belong to the
I would have told him o be either an artist of a scientist.
An arbiet or asclendist does mot have to tske part in politicsand is affected
least by the scmmomic poliey of ths nation.
I would have warnei him not o sell himself to the Communistshnd not tobake part
in any political activities. I would have warned him not to believe anything of the
Comunist promises end rely on his own cool judgment.
Only people from the working class, th:t is from worker parsnts could havefone
to the sbove mentioned professions. They als0 needed THSIE talant for these

professions.
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Bajer*én*#l roceived excellent poeitions from he goxernment in the mansgement
of those prose-ties. Christians whose pronerty® was nationalized were not

given p“i‘t!wl in the nationalized indunatry; they were regarded as class
stranger:.

This rezime meant® for them their life. Thersfore they started to VWY
witho.t thinkingsthe Communi=t ideolosy. They wercready to forsak: their
rel.tives wlo lived in Western counfries or in the United Spatez in order to
gram faithful to the regime. It scimed that the Jews saw the security of

their own mlght in the Hungarian C:munist Regime. The whols machine of the
Hung=rian Communist regime was Jewid,

Since moat of the Jews were Party wmbers and most of them weres dogmatic

Perty meabers they saw a countms? B volution in our Hungarian Révolution

and they certfilnly opposed h." levertheless, the firet people who left for

the West anl came to the United ST, tes were Jews. These Jews who left early
during the igvolution left Hungary becanse thsy were afraid that the Revolufion
might succied and they would hs made respomsible for whatever m#?.mu thay
were Pary functionaries. Stve JI'I'Ij ‘t!!:l:l; the Rivolutiony during g: latest
stagesrsbecauso they saw that tle regime did mot leave enough§ monsy and fortuns
in their jroperty. They were airaid of being punished by the Barty,becanse thay
wore Very corrupt and committed 'reuds ;&gm the Farty,when they>Ssfilled
Porty fuetionary positionat®

I would (ige then democratic rigiisebut o1ly if they bshaved accordingly. I
would we.ch very carefvlly whethar they are: going tc sell out our government

to Commuiists regines, 3:11 Kun, Horvath, llaria weré the most bleodthirsty
dowe. For hundreds of years thiy on.y workel in busimess. The Communist

ragiy escured other posibions for them. All the Jews in the world belomge
togthar. They wart to secmme world power in order to prébect other Jewish

grups ia other pv.rts of the worll. Zhe Jews lowe to live on bthe work snd
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in businese. During th s regime,when nobody who left the country was allowed to take
-® any of bis goods or money with him,the Jews could take all their mowables to
Palestine i7 they wanted to go there. B0f of the AVH are Jewish. 80% of the
higr officials are Jowhkkh. 80% of the m‘nisters in the government were alse
Jeslah

(311£) Tae persecution wae mainly directed trward the leaders of the Catholic Church.

(31g) Fo, I couldnit,

(31h) When I travelled sbmoad, as = sportsman I went to church every week. In Hungary
I attendsd church during the main 38F8284% holidays. Théd pesasants went to
chureh svery wesk and during every nolfidsy. In the city theyouth went less to
chugch than the country people avi the eldsr people. During the main
holidays however sverybody went o curch in spite of the danger that this might
ruin onela opporionitise
Xoctred for one's joWor positioca.

(3)) I think that ihu:: Elinh ﬁ[&mﬁi themselves and they nr: popular
with the p.pplnmm;

(2x) I know that the Protéstants aid the Catholics united im their opposition te
the regime, I neber heard, "oweger, that any of the Jewlsh rablds would hawe
been arrested. it was obvi,us therefors thet while the Protestant and Catholic
tiia“.?ﬂtw“l waanimounsly the regime the Jewish rabbis didn't do mything of
IEEee TR,

(31) Religion means today evin more to the young peonle than it neant to thelr

parents. It téaches the: to have Christian patiencd and humility, readiness for
fight 'gainst
pacrifice, and mad—isfiad everything that is not humanitarian.

(32) ! At the beginning n body was nBearly as well off as the Jows. They received
back their lost fortunes and they were compensated for vhatever they lost

during She Nazi sre. In the government,they received the best positiong. i;‘

poliftical, ecciomical, industrial, and educational fields..lLater on when

industrial poperties were nztiomalized the Jews who owned such properties
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As I sald, my father differed from the rest because he was a Calwinist.

Ag fer zm.fam ar I am concerned, God is presant everywhere, I believe in him

as a pudshing anthority and a leving father.

Pecple became even more religious during the Commmiet rule thenthey were before.

One comwld see how bad the alternativey to religlon wes. I became mors religious

(@) denominations hdt.

toc. In general all the were equally kmbé. All the churches lost

their property and thelr schools. S$ill 1t was the Catholie Church which wae

hit most, then came the Protestant Ghurches, and least of all, the Jewish
thameslves

religious commmumity =i nce T:st of the Communist leaders were/Jews.,:

Church going wae male aifficult,/ “hosver lived in Eispestift went to amct her

nearby suburb to 5hnd.-. to fhurch, becanse he didn't want his neighbors to know

that he is going to church . Pecple couldl't ksep even such a fact a secret

as that thay send taeir children for religion lessons. The regine took care of

disturbances of services in the churches by employing loudspeakers to ennounce

Communist Farty slogans before the Shurches, Beligious proflessions were forbidden.
They interfered with relisious life,because the Christisn religion and the Communist

doctrines contradicted each other,

They ecould not have stamped out religlonfrom the hesrt of the Hungariens; they had
2 better chance in trying to use the religion for their own purposes. The
Hungariene are deeply religious people. They couldn't even stamp out religlion in
the U.5.5.E. The Russians knew that by forbidding religious practices in Hungary
they would have evoked the greatest possible hatred from the Enn:ariﬁi. Hangary
is an 2p99%22N apostolic pecple. There were importent religious n-nhrzfu;:.rn the
Frotesteat religions too. Only the Jews wers persscuted because they were hated.
It is written in the book of the Jews that they have to have some Christiesn blood
in the :llt-lﬂ.ﬂf Pasnover. I don't like them either even though this is not gery
nice for g Christian not to like somebody. Hers in the United States thay
influsnce everything with their money. They want to achieve world power through
money. I never ia paw in Hungary a Jewlsh taxi driver for exanple. The- are all
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Yes, it changei a lot. There is no child who ip 4llegal. Hungarians still

do not look symm=thatlically upon unmarried mth-ﬂ,h:r;:; as the children

are concermed there ame no disadvantages for theu, vhatscever,becanss of the

£act that they were Born from uhmarriedf mothers.

I met my best frisnd when I was 15 years old. Ha was a neighbor,

He is techhiczl designer.

He is 36 and comesfrom am intellectual family.

¥We used to do sporss togetheT.

!R:H;'lll‘u talked sbout polities, We talked aboul the Soviet Union, where he
was & prisoner during the war. 0Oace in a newspaper there gppeared a picture of

& swimning pool. in & city in the Soviet Union. E» happened to come back from
this ciiy and he said that it wasn't troe that thay had such a swimming pool thars.
Whea he was asled by arty vambers, well, what wa; in the eity, hs sald that thars
was famine and pewmrty. JFirst they thought that no was orgamnized in a gprosition
group, but they found that hi waen't., Becanse of this ineidens hosver, my friend
could not get any other smployment but in physleal work. s
No, it didn't caange.

Yon, we are friends.

I valus most faithfulrnss and honesty in a frieand.

There was no pceelblit; that sny of my friends berome higher officisls inm

the Yarty, but even i/ thie would have besn the csse, I could never have
balieved shat they did it fro: conviction. I am ¢ure that eny friend of mine

who would have becoms & Party fficlal weuld have holped me in whatever his
position made this pos=ible. Er woudd have lost mich of my confidence, howsver,
My Z:zther was g Cslwinist, my mither was a Roman Ca‘holic, all the childrem were

Roman Catholics.
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They became Sreer sith sach other. At the beginning of the regime the
Communists trigito give more opportunity to young people to get together so
tuat they eh-ald g;t used to each other. Actually they encouraged love affairs
in order ¢> free students from Dressurs.
Peasante get married earlier, Tradesmin and workers later,
Tes, to2ore is not enyia.:tiquﬂt- any mo:e #ﬂ:ﬁummip. Feople get married on
sexu:l impulses; tters ¥ a tremendous FEEE of divorces. In the beginning
the regime mads divorge difficult, but later it becems TEFhmerms easler to get
a divorce.
A marrisge should ‘ast for awhole 1life; I think people should take into account
oiher things than sex too. I approve of experiment marrisges befors mnne really
gots married to fae right person,
Tiot officially, mt other#ise there ves a lot. There Wel'® many v omen around
who did not worl and yet they had baantiful dresses.
Thay were more ievere as far as business 1ile prosiitution vas concerned, but
they were not a’ all severs against ather immoralities. ;.u matter of fast, in
mmity h.u.pltall one conld read the sigh which luld.. It is the respondibllity
fnrfm:q-“tu bear children and? it 1s an hm*m umnarried girf.
At one t.me abortions were very seriously punished. Later on, hl-n:r, R
BEEFE t pay for She pre/mant mother while she eouldn't work, and after she
souln't come back b wntk, WEIREEE to give her help to tkke care of her

cr.ld was too ensive to the government, abortiens were not
for Liter on,
#0 seriously’ Ae fexr as I am concerned, birth control has 1ts

advanteges and disadvantages. The advantage of a lack of birth contSrol is
that it teaches people to be mars regponsible and to m-f: the fact that a
child is given by @od. An advantage of the birth control/ that in certain
cases where women are too frail to bear a child the child can bs $aken AYEY.
But this question of birth control should be decided by every individual.

according to onatr conscianca,
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mo:e united
Our femily befame /33GTX because of the pres-ure of the Communist regime. There
were many such fanllles.
I loved @0 do horpscopes, to read books and listen to music.
We used to go tc the opera to listen to musie, to listen to gramophones.
WE spent absut ’ hours® a day together with my family.
I would “ave Jove to rsad many more books. I would have loved to have had a
film ern.i;:;ak- moving plctures from sport movements and to study them., I
weld have 29%F to write novels and poems.
Ti generzl they bocame looser.
One of the purposea of the regimewas to loosen the family bond between the
people, %o take away the BABEItY sanctity of private property and the security
of tomorrow. Since the pay was very lowswomen too had to go to work; the
u.hildrlnth:nrc in dey EMSESS@EREEER and echools, subjected to Communist education,
sometines /mexbers of the family did mot see each other at all. It happensd
that the wifls was in night shift work while the husband was in the day shift
and they barsly met or not at all.
Tee, they could trust sach other in gwmeral but thers were such cases when
their politicsl opinions differed and therefore they separated/ =any iimes.
In general, yes, while the regime trisd to separate the femilies and full them
away from e-ch other people bacame clossr and closer to each other within the
family.
To a certain extent, yss. Children had very little tims together with their
parents. In generasl, however, in familiss whers there was lowve, the childrem
loved thelr pi::.ntu and belonged to the femilies.
Tes, but oneXFF to note that in the country fmily bonds ere always closer.
Yoa, thay dic.
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that

‘h': only gave lectures to our little daughtser EE she shouldn't talk about
politics to apybody and shouldn't t&l k about things vhich sghe hear”d at home,

to anybody.1imm.

I used to tslk about politics with my wife)

¥e used bo criticize the regime and complain about political and economie
;l_'-saurn.

Dosanot apolr.

My daughter had an x mark in her records in school which meant that she was
not to be aliowed tnw after 4 yeare of elementary school because her
family 7ackground wam not appropriate. Her teacher, howsver, was a good persca
mdﬂl;;uﬂwthat ghe would try to take into account that I was a worker too
and as such my daughter would be eliégidle to go on after she ﬂuﬁﬁ’m.lﬂtaﬂ'
rroool.

0y w3 had no trouble with her.

I didn't like if che made friends with children who were not behaving well.
Fo. wo had no troudle with her comcerning politics

either
Fo!l with religion sithaw

He, only.she wasn't very orderly.

trust ua,
Wo alveys told her the truth and it was to be natural that she should ¥PEBEEET.
Fop I alwaye bahaved with the child as if she would be a friend.
The religious teachar influedeced the child a lot.
Ho outside suthofities had any influence eon my child becanss she just didm't

har homa, thnt

take thinge seriously what she heerd in outsidel She always trusted/ whatever

we told her was the right thing.

(28z% (783) I saw my mother and younger elster svery day. I couldn't see my older sister

befause she lived far away. We knew each otherf's problems sud trusted sach other.
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After y father retired he accepted all sorts of emall jobs. My elder brother
died, and fwo of my sisters married. Ome of my sisters married a brikic-layer
msster, who lost his trade license. My other liltlr;:‘Fﬂlﬁﬂﬂﬂ was killed by
» Buseian car. Her husband was a technician in thex¥E¥ (Hungarian State
1gllroad System), where my sister received a job after the acdident. In
addition she has a small pension and she lives together with my mother, My
other slster has five children.
I just told before.
Yes, I lived with my mother.
I lova my mother wery mmch,
From fhe ores with whom I lived.,only I worked.
Ho.
He w:sn't alive.
None »f my sisters lived with us at hat time.
My e:3lal background turned out to tn disadvantageous in the rast ten years.
Ihe 'orker and poasamt families werc in amuch better position. I#humtuah.
traospeiple, and former members of the mobility had no rights at sll.
Yes
M- wife finished high schobl of ipiustrial arts. For awhile she was stage
wscorator in the opera house.

1948,
I goi married inZI8E.
1 l‘.a::. ta &nhughtur.
She I¥OUFE years old.
Yes, we talked about all sorts of qusstions and e alwveys told the truth ta
the little girl,

She was bora aftar 1944,
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This changed the children. They became lese polite, firser in their thinking,
losing respect for their parents and for the sged and goiting wores end worse
in their behavion.

Fo, it did not.

¥o. the youn? people made fun of it.

Some liktle thildiren were threatening their parents if they d'da't went to
give them somsthing. For example, I knew about & little eleme.iary school
ghild who liwsd in our neighborhood and who elways threatened hi. parents
that he would report them as non-communist if they are not going Vo give

him vhatevor s wanted.

Children betwsen the ages of 10 and 12 yesrsold are apt to believe ad

accept commurist teachings. The Purty cem control them for 4 to § m.e years.

By eiving thm more freedom then they received at home, efc.
By the age o' 17 or 18 none of the children are Commun’st eny more.

My family balonged trfth?lnt-llnctmlu. I had, neverthelsss, many friends pmong
the workers and other groups sinze there were all sorts of people in thy sp.vk
claba.
My mother'; family were middle peesants (in the middle of the well-to-Gy end
the poorrr peassnts.) My feither comes from a family where thers wers many
officerr and clergyment

trades
My wifly comes fiom a family of J§te=R men.
We btrlonged to the intellectuals.
My £ather was sz ermy officer.
L0, he was not in active nsrvice any more. He was retired.
He waa retired.
He didn't work.

My father waes a graduate of the Ludowika Hilitarsr Schodl. MP*IEBE*REfe

cOBPUREBFy* J5DATARIITED

My jobe were compulsory jobs and he knew it.

It was g medlocrs 1life that we had.
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Sinco I hated tbe Bmssiame always, I didn't even #fi t¥y to study Bussiea. I
took it as a joke.

I didn't have any military traiming after 1944, dut I observed that the
discipline was mot as it used to bs. Everybd dy was allowed to critieise the
orders he got. There were few commanders who had political iraining as well ac
militery treiping, and therefors they were afrgid to give a commend or an order
becanss evarybody could criticize this command from a political point of view,
and they counld make trouble four the commander. The result was t:t.rq':dl
conld not fumctiop at all. TFormer army officers who were in the ressrve ssere
not used %o this sort of criticiam of orders and commands and sq after a while
ths government l.et the reservss go and did not esll tham in for axercises.
The fact that the of ficers from the reserve wers not called in for trainiag
from time to tine might have showed that we didn't have w weapons %o
teach them. Ouw: vhole arms stood under close supervision ™ Soviet army
people. Our hlghu; orﬂcr.;n vere trained in the Soviet Uniom. w

was recruited, DHut kulake and former members of ths nobility were TEMENNE to
working squads instead of the army. The traiaing of the officers was on a
low etenderdf musym sepocially compared to the officers from the Ludoviks
Hilitary School. The nfficers could not be entrusted with any important
command.

I wes always for mméh sport. I think that sport is a country's sscurity.
Soldlers ere pnly goyd soldiers if they are heslthy and fit. Soldiers

shovld do a lot of sport. <They need to be strong and tongh. Swimming,
bieyelp riding, elooting, running, dueling, and riding are all excellent
sperts.

Teachere end suncators wanted to bring out more from the chdldren than
posnible. "Euur gave them the mateiddl for studies too much concentrated,

this
and of courwe F¥F Aidn'% work.
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from police officers who were Pariy members. Hobody wanted, however, %o give
such an s7almation of me, thersfore I wasn't admitted to the courses. Finally
1 received such an eveluation, I still do not know what was writtem in this
evaluation, since the envelope was closed when I received it and I bhad to
hanl it over to the Univeresity. After handing over this evaluation I was not
a
gent to the covreses I asked to be admitted to but to/political course im the
natorelly
Acgdeny of Gorki. I enddendy didn't want $o go there.
It's quite covious thet I could not be admitted to the studies I wanted to
pursus, bszavse my political bacicground was not adequate. As to my background
bad
it was fenough that I was an officer in the army, oriented towards the West.
I wanted o study foreign langnages.
I had my higher education but I could mot receive 2 job in my field, that is
in economice,
ecorongs therefore, I had to change my field to sporis.
1f ay father would not have forced me to study economics I would have rather
studied %o be an engineer or a physician. This had however, nething %o do
w.ta outeide circumstances,/ OF Pressures.
Sometimes I was & vory good student, other timee I just barely passed my exame.
Tais depended ¢n my mood and outeide circumstamces. In the Academy of Fhysical
Jdueation I was & B student.
over others
l2 a qualified sportsman I had certaln -.d.rmmo’ in studying.
1 had cerisin sdvantages in the Academy of Fhysical Education:decaunse of my

d1xcallent record in sport competitione as a diver.

T . adin armmi: mabkimen fwm bla TS head sdvantoassan aver othars.
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s
Fac
I studied in the Plarist Gyrmessium in 0&FF ontil the age of 14, after that I

finished the Bueiness Acadsmy in Budapest from '36 to 1940, and I received
there my high echool diploma, I went to the University from 42 to 47 amd
studied econcmice, frov '62 to '65 I went to the Academy of Physical Bducation.

I studied from 1927 %> 18B6.
ecomomics,

My two highsst dipl mas are Ey University diploma in SIUESES, and my University
diplema in phyeigil sducation. s Lo

1 studisd ecomovics in Budspest in the Gtuwairsrmsic Upivereity and physical
ednsation in t'e Academy or University of Fhysical Education. »
:nrm attended :he University for Political Ecomomy and later I wad student ia
the Universfiy of Physical Education, in addition I attended m courses for

sportsx tra.ners end ccaches. I leciured myself, teaching civilian and military

ewinmng which I ueed for teaching.
mw;m. I also wiote & 5

Fo.

Ho, ] attended the University.

I wa a lectorer in a course for swimming in the army.

Eve ybody was compelled to attend basic political courses. In the polics,;
&1y, political lectures given to nu,t ?‘l-h- sports squad, were mostly sports
wliticol lestures. Thess lecturss were given to show hov "smmem wonderful"

the Sovist sporte people are.
economice
I vanto. to finish my course in evomemy in the University, but once I mm saw

that T would not be abdle to get a job in my field, I tried to get training to
be & (ports trainer and therefore I went to the University of Physical
Ednea-ion.

Doas 1wt apply.

In 1'53 I wantod to study foreign languages .!.n the University, to be admitted

fei* the mentioned courses I had %o receive /sc-called political evaluation
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Woriters have alweys hmbdused the least to lose in a fight or vprising.
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motivations of the Bgvolution. Most of the people worksd with too little
salaries even the artists. Besldes there was no freedom in producticn.
Evesybody had to do or perform whatever one was told. One's work was

rot appreciated. And nobody could be sure of one's future.

(12a) Feople like myself who had some cultural desires could not earn emough
money to satiefy those desires. Opera, for example, was very expensive.

(12w} Yeople had no freedom, they wers cut off from the world, consequently

Hungary was left behind as far as Western culture was concernsd by about 200
years, the Hungarians had sn inferiority complex. fhis feeling was mostly
common with us who grew up or during the war. The .rnw.gplo_ltlhow
e il 1a camglatning Deous these themsolves

(12¢) Everybody HEEISSEZS0N S0 HAVE "% grievances except the ones vho sold ENEFGEE
to the regims. ‘he Communist leaders had gloriaus lives but they were mot
mecure either, In the Soviet stores the AVH peopls end the Party leaders
received the most wonderful “ood and very inexpensively too. They could
buy therw imported specialties which ordinary peopls never saw.

(12a) No, we were afraid of the government. Nobody trusted the other. It was
imposeibls thersfore to organize en® armsd opposition. “he Revolution
started entiresly spontansously. |

(12e) mm- trisd to lproducs as much as possible to make ancugh money.
SOFTEPTISAT cheating, and theft wers common., In the hatred for the regime
the workers suined the machines and many times met fire to the factories.
“hego vas sabotage in the railroad transportation too. After 1953 the
*wrhri started to talk more and more againet the regime. They wers the
ones who could do it best because they were the most needed. |

(12f) “he Revolution started with the students. Dven if the whole Revolution
;nuld. have besn for the good of thé students, the workers would hawve
Jofined in becanse it was againet the system. There were many worker

heroes during the I volution end there were many efficient working leaders

in the Bevolution. ‘he workers were the last to $828%cesse fizhting.
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with the cruel working competition. ‘he number of the defective goods
produced 1n.th.h gystem was lmmense. H;:rrhd work did not do® good to the

mines; mining accidents were not uncommonf. It hapoened many times that
tas government started the building of a plant and abendomed the building
bicanse of changes in plan or circumstantial difficulties.

fo, it declined.

In aldition to the mentioned I 4idn’t like that government built workers
sparblents were 10t distribduted in tm mr.’a:lrl according to thelr social
soed: but were distribused to [ and Party menbers,

T'e economic situation before 1944 was much more stabilized. Thagyewere

Al sorts of troubles them too. Eh- worker's salary was less than those

of the clerks, while the worker worked 12 hours a day. Still the whole

economic system was much better organized than it is now.

Ho, it didn’t become better. People ware mistrustful toward the 5 Year

Plan. The purjose of this pban was to make an industrial country from

Hung:ry GRvARSSGAt*Ofdieregarding lts agriculture. We didn't hm anough

minss and enough emergy sources, and by building up our heavy industry

tley destroyed our small industry. Decanse of the great smount of defective

producte our export declined. People thought that thie purpose was in-
roesible to reach and they were right. This plan served the Sowiet Unien
and not the well-being of our pecpls.

Inre Nagy aboliished the compulsory joingng of the collective farms, he gave

a place to private capital, private initiative. Feopls st-rted again to

work in light industry and trade. He gave out trade licenses too.

Thé Soviet puppets did not care about the peeple’s nsed for consumer

goods. Whoeve: in the government gave more permisaion to produce consumer

goods was replaced by someons else.

It become worsn and worse.

Financial and material motivations were in second place after the pmychological
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start to use gas was very difificnlt, because first those received gas
who already had gas stovedbefore. Inff order to a™wmym have emough gas
at hmf-?mght an emtra gas comtainer n*t.h: black market so that ﬁ
8 stead of one container which we could refilyX¥ it vas emply, that 1s,
thmml-mum;anmthqwul&nﬂllurwuﬁ :mtn gontainers.
We had an extra full container for such cases when they did not refill our
vmpty container promptly, but let us wait for the gas for some time,.

sportmmen
(91) - A8 3 mpexfmm we hud free medical care, We had very good medical core.
(om) I had 4he medical care as a sportsman and paid vecations.

£8h} o) For cigarettes I peld daily 3 forints. We had two opera season tickets fer
wilch we paid shout L5 %o 20 forinte a month. In sddition I had the
sports nowspaper 60 filler a day.

(99) I am interested in astrology. I bought astrology books and magazines.
(10) Tes; I thought that our income was eomparatively good.
(10a) Haturally, even the sports peeple wers exploited.
(10m) Tes,
(10¢) fhe Commzist system and the Soviet Union,
(104) ;-tnr- thls regime svery worker had his dim little house. Im this new
aystem vorkers could not buy new houses. thr had only minimal incomds.
(10e) It wae a 10% cut on one's calary. One didn't ever get back as much as
purchasing
ons rvidbecauss the monsy lost from its SFHGENSLESE value.
(10r) The ioviet Unionm ur-:.mﬂh credlt for all the valus which was pald for

wal reparations, MEENETEEEE have to pay war reparations as long as
tis regime was in power. Ag far as the Soviet economic help to Hungary
is concerned, they oecasionaflly gave us back some of our wheat or potatoes
from what they took awey/ from ns.
(10g) Tes, everybody had to take part on those.
(11) Hungary did not progress economically, but declined. As a result of the
robbar economy, the produced goods were not consumed by Hungary. The

Dl s oo R L  m e = . | [N
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A paiy of shoes wans about 30 ferints, and resjfiy-mads suits wers about 80O
forinis. I hal some additional incoms while I was travelling abroad as a sports-
msn too. I brovght home such things which one could sell for a very good
price. PFor example, fine steel goods such as writing and drmwing pens,
ghaving blades leather ware and rubber soles from Tugoslavia, nylon goods
for women, and cosmetic goods amd :»dicine. There was a lack of those
goods in Hungary, or some of them were not availsble at all. “ince my
income grew with the above mentioned two we could spend 1800 to 2000 forints
a month for food. Ome had to stand im line for food from 2 to 3 hours a day.
Nelghtors helpel each other in shopping. *hey watched each others place
in the focd line and so in changing shiftes one could always gobwnszhome
while waiting for food and do some house work im the meantime.

(9n) While I was in the police I did mot have® to spend too much for clothing
befause I wors mmiforms. I spent abont 200 to 300 forints a month.

(91) Whatever 1 could I bought 4in private stores not in the gogernment stores.
Especially in my Imst job vhem I was a buyer for the Conserwe Factory,

I recsived or tought vegetables, egsz, and fruit from the peasants.

(23) For electricity, I spent 100 to 150 forints, for gas 40 to &5 forints,
he:ting came to about 100 forints a menth.

(%K) Yes, to gat hesting material was a very difficult job. Our coal mines
wers supposed to supply our heavy industry. The miners were not satisfied
with their lot. —‘herefore they didn't produce much, and in many places
they were ﬂpla.cth by prisone®s. One had to think sbout heating material
as 1;1: as the m:; snd electricity was limitéd by the government.
Sometimes they simply closed down the electrical eurrent. The gas supply

was sufficlent nt the beginning. Only lately wers there difficulties. To
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as an ecoromist. I would hawe like t0 have travelled and siudied abroad
but this became imposaible.
(%9¢) I could buy the most impertant food necsusities, as a matter of fact we
ate quite well. Ve also had emough clothirs. Sush things, however, as an
%ﬂﬁ‘ al 1%0}111'. a vashing machine, twc persisn rugs, books, andxm the
CUHPEEY the essentially imporsant furniiiing of our apertment I could do
only after ten years of saving. I couldn't buy a tape recordsr which I
wanted, a scooter, and a phonograph-radioc.

(9a81) ¥y last basic salary was 1300 forints. In addition I received for my
sports activities 2000 forints, and my wife e:symed 1000 forints a month,
(9d~-11) My wife had esme additional income from sove home Industry. She had a
nade

Imitting machine and @M Iknitted goods at home. She also made some

money by buying and selligg goods which people receive. from their relatives

in parcels from abroad.
I old aiy
(94=111) From this @» paid 10§ for government loans and 3% for/ secwi\ iy,
(d=-17) My net income was 2500 forfnts! a month,
(83 (99) We lived in our own houss. My mother-in-law had a house and w: extended it.
It was very difficult to get hold of building material end the e-emsion of
the houss took three vears.

(9f) In G:d.thm were fmall family houses. Such psople lived thers who Yad

fixed dalaries. 11 these houses had gardens. The houses were not ¢ owded until
lapdlords

the zumeriveds ttarted to rent Sooms for workers who could not get
accomodations in Budapest. Then the place m.n to become quite crowded.
There was electricity in God, but on few cases/wes there running weter.
I think everybody had essential furnishings. /e Bought our furnitwe
second hand, we had Biedermeir style furniture. 50f

(9g) The basic Boods wers very expensives so people genemblly paid 59 to 60% of

their income for fcod. It was very hard to buy other necessities too.
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Yer, they changed. I wanted to remain a scldier, but not in the democratie
amy. Yhem I married my wife in 1946 my mother-im-law had a beauty parlor
and I wanted to stay with her in Tusiness until I could have gone back to
being an officer in the army. I %ad this plan uwntil '52 bus I waw that
the regime does not change. Tien I wemt to study in the acodemy for phgesi-
cal sducation.

Fot in thie regime.

Some psople want this, othors that. “hers must be people who wouldn't
want any of 1it.

II rﬁ?uiimn%mﬁmggfm with scien:ific research in the field of
physical education. I would live im a little cottage near a lake, would
eollset books api music records, make ex:ursions into nature, do sports
*ead, listen %0 music , have girls srourd and in general pleasant eompany.

ths
Ho, in feont7ary my plan just crystalized when I came here and I saw how

moh Ameriea pieds research in sports end pliysical education. Since thers is

no such thing heme,

have liked
Fo, i wouldn't sulis that. My general circumstance made me become & sporte-
mei. “ines I wanted to chonse such a field where the regime would desl
vith me Bore liderally. I would like iy daunghter to be either a sclentist
or en artist, a sportsman has no value once he gets older.
I had a pretty dieturbid time. We had no quiet in our 1life. My fathar
vas an officer and ar an officer ‘s son I was not ngou;kadnr.. My
father-in-law was a brolness man and a tradesman.
A% the beginning, only I worked in my family. From "52 on ny wife started
to wvork tos. Wo needtd additional incoms.

worlk ia
I couldn't /uy profescion freely and I couldn't work according to my training
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The policemen® tried to get away from them.

(7k)l,m,n,0,0D0 not sprly

Yes, one could advance,but he had to advance more lhn.n a party member,
and received recognition for his work fluch more slowly than the party
member. A non-party member could not become a commander in the police.
Yer.

There was no change.

Yes, all of m‘ﬁﬁpﬁ.ﬁwphﬂffm oﬂa;ta were angh people,who
wvers immoral also in their private life. They were careeristpeople. We
wera not too mech in denger from them, becanse as sportsmen we hal special
privilegen.

They couldn't have been suceessful since they were mors leftist than
most of the peopls in Hungary.

While they lastad they did a good job., They #iook over the management and
loadership of factories and enterprises.

I changed Jjobs? becanse I heard that German enterprises were tdken to the
Soviet Union. Secondly, I left my job at the kmitting and weaving factory
becanse the marager disregarded the Hungarian lawe and blamed me for her

misdoings. Next, I had to leave my job because there was so-called
rationalization, which meant that many peonle were thrown out frog their
§obs, espacially who were not trusted politiecaliky. I left the police
because after 1 became sick in 1955 the result of my sport competition
declined and I could not enjoy the many privileges any more as I did before.
“here was generally not too muc. opportunity to chenge jobs.

One job was worse than the other. I much rather would have been & full
tims eports trainer and coach or phyeical education teacher. I finished
the academy forr physical educ:tiom.

I like the m mentioned professions.

ial regards.
Egpeclally = 7T
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give aceount fsont the bullets.

worked
Coicerning the protection of the public the police mawiwr well. While I
#a8 in the police genersl criminal cases becams less. From the point
of view of the security of the public they did not reach the standard
of 1838 sbut they were close to 1it.
I vent by train, sinde I lived in God, not far from Budapest. It took

ae to
me ome hour to /work and ohs hour back.

In th?l:;:-tn squad there were all sorts of people. They had all sorts

of background and educations. Since they made more money being sportsmen,

than other people did, they could spend more on selfweducation. In general
intellectual

people had high school diplomas end they came from peasant: SEVEMsusxsfifx

znx workery§ or nohle families.

Witain the police the relationship between the policemeny 288 officers and

men,wes Very pood; people respected each other, and there was diecipline.

This chenged when AVE people got into the police. The relationship became

worse. Peoplw could not trust each other. People felt enmity against

the AVH paople. |

Tes, I did.

nsvertholess theay
People trusted each other very much in the sport squad; ShETwrEYl

cns easther one another
thought 1% over what to tell to/FSUsES, not to mix/tdmm into troubls.
I mek the sports squad menm in different sportd competitions and aleo in
sportd tPainings.
Tee, everybody was tallting about palitics.
Tes, theres was a party basic organization in the police, in every police
stailon. They supervised the policemen? and obssrved them from the point

of view of their political behavior.

Teo, thers was made a difference befjwsen party members and non-party members.

Party members slways received more confidential positions.

The party members alwsys tried to educate the policemen§ to be party members.
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full. time epsrty trainer or coach recéived 3000 forinte a month,

48 houre a week,

I vorked B doys.

We .idn't work overtims.

Je didn't work on April :. the last of May, 7th of H,vember, and Christmas.
It happensd that we had to work on the second day of Christmas snd we
received this gbefurn the lst ofMay,in order to hate more time to prepare
for the %88 lst of May demomstrations. By the end I received 28 working
dayse¢pald wacation,

Ag an accountant I received 3 weeks.

At the beginning one was only shamed before the others. Later ome had to
pay for belng late and finally if someone was late at le=st 3 times one

lost one's job,

Tes, there was a ten minute movenent.

Tgs, they punizhed late comers.  ometimes as seriocusly as teking their
Jobs away.

iystam

We didn't have a norm /  at the police.

Ho, and there was no norm system at ths police.

Tet at the police but I korew that otherwise in factories and projects thagye

and :rod up syviema,

were working competition Whoever found a faster system of producing a certain
product wze supoosed to teach the others. People had to offer to complste
more than their norm was until the coming of a certain Communist holiday.
We 4fdn't/ have plece work.

This doesn't spply to the police.

‘he heel th conditions were very gool.

seven plsoe
Everyone had an automatic gun with 2 8-millimester bullets. Ome had to
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vi, the buyers, were much more lenient thah the government supervisers.
I always undervalusd the possible crop of a certain field so that the
Flﬂ.lﬂttﬁ having more crops than he made contract for was able to sall
the remaining crop on the free market and was grateful to u:J'hq-ru and
divided with us his profit.

(3a) In the police I liked that I had as much time for training as I liked,
and also H':l sporismen had speclal privilegew.

{3b) I didn"t like thes politieal lectures.
(3e) My other jobs were fairly good too.
(4a) 5er the inflation was checked in Angust 1946 I was chief accountent

and I receiveé 400 f2orints per month. *he general income at that time
270 %o ﬂnﬂnﬁ.

(4b) In 1950 I received 1150 forints per month. he gverage earning at that
tine was from 600 to 1000 forinta. '

(4e) In 1955 I received as a sportsman 2000¥ forints. I was offieially no

profsseional sporteman. If I would have been I could not have been a

menber of the Olympic team; actnally, howsver, I was professional. *he
m sarnings of that year was about 1200 forints.

(4d) 23001300 forints vas my basic salary. I recieved 400 forints from the
HG'Tlport committes and I recelved extra 200 forints for being a first

clase compebing sportsman.

net
(4e) ‘he above mentioned earnings was the mxxt income. The police palid 33§
for health security.
(4f) In 1949 I recoived a golden medal for sport competition and 1500 forints.

I never received any special compensation at the police.

(4g) From 1950 on [ was part time a sport coach or trainsr and I had 600 forints
adéitional income from this sourse

(4h) It was good.

{‘“) Others in the same profession recelved the same; as a matter of fact, a
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after crnging offices many tiges. Uhen the center was divided into
departaents and I belonged to th-mﬁg which was the wholesale part of
the enterprise, then our of fices wers alrsady too crowded. FO2O*RAS*R

For the next jeo

(22)
(2v)

Wext I worked at ths police.
My main profession was toolimcay gportsman actually and as such o got to the

prlice. At firet I didn't have to do angthing, only to take part in the

(2e)

(24)
(2¢/
(1)

For next jib
(2a)

(2v)

(2¢)
(2a)
(2e)
(20)

tralning th:lr jogether with the other members of the so-called sports
squad and 3B¥ the other part of the day I was suppoaed to do sport training.
I em a diver, (mbugrd)

As a tportsman I was claseified as a first class sporteman, I held the
title for diving in Hungery for about 3 yeare mntll I became sick. In

the police I was a lisutemant.

I was there uniil 1955.

Thie wasthe bdlue uniform police.

! belonged to the eports squad where all? the policemenf were first of
all,eportsmen. IRRIES

Then I worked as a buyer for a conserve factory not far from Budapest.

I was a.bwn_'. My job was to travel in the nearby villages and make
cortracts, supsrviese and buy the producte of the peasants.

I ves 2 buyer.

I vas there until the Revolution broks out.

Tec}? thie was a blig government=owned factory.

1 was very lenient with the pessants; thay really had a tough time. If
they made comtracts with us them they didn't have to hand their products

in to the gogernment. They preferred to make contracts with us becanse
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telen over by the state from its firivate propﬂltord'.

{ wae the chiaf accountant.

Chief asscountant.

I was there for sbout 6 or 7 months. It became dangerous for me to

tay thefe since the Russisn director of the factory, a womamn, tried

t0 blame on me the38 corruption for which she was responsible.

This was a large factory with 40 to 50 workers.

The factory hed overused old machinery. Its previous mropristor, a Jew,
8tole from 1t raw mateRial aw well as its machinery. My task was to take
the factory over from its .previous proprietor and I saw that the chief
accountant of the Jewish proprietor wamted to give me phomy bdlls to cober
up his black business. 8khen thé Jews ceme back from Germany they recsived
back all their bslongings. “They wers the privileged class. Now that the
factory wge taken cver by the government the Jew was in great distress

not being able to furnkeh all the bills and checks asked from him. In
order not to get into trouble he wanted to make a deal with me, giving

me some momey in return for my accepting his phony bills. I m afraid
myself to makl such a black deal,but finally I decided %o accept the money.
Fot I thought that I would be able to give a blow to a Jew. After accepting
the money from the Jewish propBrietor I reported his black business to

the new governmentsl manager.

I vorked at the center of hsgvy industry.

I was a bill controller, Soon I became the head of a group and later I
became th» head of a department.

I was there until 51,

This was 2 biz snterprise.

The job was wery good. The bullding and offices were modern and mice, clean
8511l from the previous regime. Only the furnishing became used and broken
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(1a) Aczording to my professional education I am an ecomomist. I worksd in
this field #ntil 1551. I used to be an accountant. Later on I beceme
a sportsm@an. Until 1946 I was an officer in the army.

@berx Before sent to the front lines I was working in the Ministry of Defense
28°8* in the army orgamization section. Once taken to the front lines
I became a compeny commandant until I was talen as a prisoner of war.
I was a !;pﬂwnir.;f war for 1l months, first in the hands of the

(in) wﬂ: ?f.a“i:”f : ﬁ:;h army officer, MAY,

(20) From March 1946 to August 1946 I was a day worker at the R&% the
Hungarian state railread. I couldn't receive a better jobesince I

_ came home from the West and was therefors condidered politically

unrbliable.

(2v) I had %o carry ell sorts of irom parte, I had to clear iren from rust

and to saw iren,

(2e) I worked and helped out wherever it was needed. I wae just a day worker.
(24) I was thare oply for three months.

organization
(2e) It was a very big compsny. It belonghd amiyxto the state. The work-

shop where I worked was mot especially efficient. Feople t#led to
maice all sorte of tools for themselves while they were working in the
workshop, they could exchange those tools for food. In this =hop we
were supposed to repair railroad cars. In the ghop in vhich I wvorked
thore were from 5 %o 6,000 workers in the different departments, This
wvas mainly a lockemith shop but other repair work wis dono thers m)m
thore was a section v ich made mll sorts of tools.
For the next job

{2a) After that I finally received a much better job. I became the chief

agcountent of a knitting and weaving factory. This factory was just
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{14h) In the first sroup would be the students, the worlmro, and the small
offielals and clerks, In thes second grouo the intsllectusls and the

and
scldiers. In the third group, the -easants, ftlu higher offici: ls.

(141) IGX Yo, 1 did nmot.
expect
(143) No, I didn't [this either,
(14k) The role of the Petofi Club was to awaken the nation from 1t spiritusl

derression, ani to take a2 stand ag:inst the Eussianisation of our culture.
I was truly surprisad how strong a stand the club took. I was rurprised,
bec:use previously,writers and pnets wers punished for advocating Western
Culture and those writers and joetsbewad m regime., Therefore some

of them still cannot be gruetsd like Tibor Déri, Tm;a mfl.

(141) The = asants 4id not take their part in the Rgvolution. Ome would hawe
sxpected much more cooperat/on then thay really showed. They were not
entirdly rassive but they wire not active either. They only took part
in the Rsvolution as far as ths food supply was concerned. Naturally,
it was elso hard to organize them, hard to keep them together. Actually
they toc took partsbecauns: of their work in the food eupply, they ohly
did not take part im the fighting. Theye I weTe m sxceptions
ir the main concentrati.n pointe of other n-miutiumunhhq too took

pert.
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to jJoin us, as well as the Fungarians from Transylvania wihile liberating
them from the lumanians. e should have been fighting for our rights for
the teorritorie: which are sscupled by Hungarians and under fu;:li‘;; Gﬁm.u.-
’ i

ticn. The Czechs did not have the right to receive the _ thay
only recelved if because the wife of President Wilson was a Czech. There
was no anti-Bus:ian movement in Czechoslovakia at all.

Only East Germauy and Hungary wac good for trying to organize a Revolutiom
there. The Germans too hate the Russians deeply. The other people under
Ruseian donination are Slavs ::3: Hussians did not treat TEER so
cruelly as they did the Hl‘.':ngurians and the Germans. The hate of these two
latter nitions is the m:t understandable. The Bulgarians came after the
Hungarizas and the Germans in their hatred for the Russians. Hungary's
interual conditions too contributed to the many causes of the uprising.
Finslly &% has to be noted that it 1s not in accordance with the Hungarian
teaperasent to be oppressed.

imre Negy was the personification of the compromise policy. He didn't
#ee into the future at a 1. All he did was to imitate the Soviet School.
When he was called upon to execute the demands of the Revolutionaries he
couldn't do a %hing. Finally even thefESEn m:-(quM from him
when he started his speech by sgying "Comrades® Xefiztmswsisix and expressed
his only wish that the Hungariam® workers should return to their jobe,
Once he finally really took the side of the Revolution it was too late.
3;11 Kovdes had an important role. He should have been instead of Imrs
Hagvy. Iu'mfcu was no Farty memben however. Other important outstanding
pereonalities of the Revolution were Maleter, B.’iu. l!'.i.r:.‘l.y. Tibor D;;i

Tildy could no® be trusted. He eigned the law concerned the peo le's trislu.

The real heroen of the Revolution wers the students and ths workers.

(=
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pes ;antsto lend my family and me from thelr clothes and utensils and just
#8 ordinary peasant worlmre who work on the fislds we could have crossed
the border. This didan't work,however,and we had to croes further %o the
porth and had to walk much more than I imsgined.
(134) 1 imaghned that as an eminent Hungefien sportsman I will be able to find
gors work, I didn't lmov at that time that I would be coming here.
(13e) For a while I thought I could hide with some peasants but I was afraid for

my family, and besides I dldn't want to mix up the peasants in my troubles.

(14 Yee, I thinksout it a greot desl.
ugeful,
'14a) Yee, I think it wae very iypemémpés not onky from a Hungarian point of

view but rlso frem o world historical point of view. The Comminists will
not be able to cheat the Fungarians, maks them believe things vwhich are
not true, apd will not be sble to chain the world again. Eesldes Hungary
will fee). the nead of those who lsft it. For exampls a whole forest school
from Scporon left Hungary and came here to America and Canads.

(14b) Yes, “t could have been succsssful if the English and French had walted
at 7east one month in attacking Suez. In this case there would have
bren much less probability that the Russians will fight Hungary. If
/he English and the French would not have created a different precedent
the REugssians had to respect the UN decision.

(14c) if 1 would have known the conzequences I would have stood agalnst a
futile Hoodshed. I would have mot listened to not seriously meant
promiges from the Weet. I would mot heve let fres the Communist
le=ders welting for a trial for which we really didn't have the time.

I would have keph every position under watch. I would have “1:1142:

Fel
¢lose all ths Eastern boundaries. We should have asked the
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(12f) I, 1% 1e true that they were the Russians who preparsd the w.ole

Rev.olution then 1% vas certalnly true that the Hungarians wers the
onee w10 were the most suitable for such a plan. I think that if
the English and the French would not have started war with the
Egyptians then the line would have been to have let Hungary out of

the grip of the Soviet Union.

(12g) Avery minietry was supervised by a Russian delsg=te,hefore Cetober 23rd.
Durin the Revolution they had no influsnce at all. After Fovember 4th,

I den't lror.

(14m) To have e system one needs people, masses., But this eystem did not have
pecple to trust. Only the higher commanders of the AVO peoile were
peonle to trust. Uhe first andiaportant mistake that the regime made
vas that they allowed the demomstratiom.

(13) I decided 1t on the 19th of Eg'r-‘h-r at 11 in the evening.

(13a) Cne 18th of Tovember the Revoltionary Committee members of Ve were
arrested. I belonged to tils unit end I was known there as a commander

Hational Guard

of my village of the neblrwedxgmards I was therefors on the blacklist

of the Ggﬂ population. The membere of the township eouneil of God re-
iarned to their previous positione and they too blacklisted me. I actually

heard that my name was on the blacklist. At the came time I also heard

thet Mongolian foot soldier troope armed with automatic weapons did

cleaning work with the hslp of the AVO. I decidéd that I had to leave

the country the followlng day.

(13p" I tried to go to Budapest, but previously I talked everything over with

my neighbor who had a good %88& map of the border city Soprom.

(3c) Yee, I had such plans. !y plan was to go to a Worder village and ask the
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take fthe power.

(111) There was also a spiritusl liberalization. People went to the 2

(113) The Ferty collansed. So did the Soviet-Fungzrien Association, so did the
trade unions, Mndaz, the Diesz, and orzanized gport. The organisatioms which
rarily remained and partly were organized during the Revolution were the
Blue Police, the army. the netional guard, vhiSh was 2 new organization. Z1he
ministeriums did not work except for the ministerium of wor =nd the parliament.
Some factories and workshops kept on working especlally the ones which produced
food and which wers connected with these services like elsctrisity, gas, telephone,

(11k) The Revolutionaries used the Btudent Association, tha new :l::;;. the Writer's
Assoclation, and the army.

(111) The new orgenizations which were organized dusng the R volution were tde
Hational Guard, the wf.ﬁm- mwlx recrganized), the Blue
Folice, and the Social Sport lsmciaﬂun‘rﬁopt the martizl law order of the
Revelutionaries. The govermmentel food stores ceased to function as they
used before and they were taken over by the Revolutionaries.

(11m) These were organized in the factories and their purpose was the 'htug:k Teorgani=
zation of the factories and thelr temporary manasement. They also M@k care of
of th;‘ﬁnfﬂm leaderzhip of the workers. The councils were under the orders

of the slsizsms Remlutianmmﬁeﬂ%u. The worker's councils slso took care of
the earrying out of nrmriwf measures within the factorles.

(11z)  From the R volution an enti-commmist, nemtral and politically independent
governmental gystem could have develoved.

(12) They wars threatened.

I sew Shot

(12a) /[ihey were afraid.

(12v) The Russians were cruel and our people tried to behave in a human way.

(12¢c) I didn't think about it them,but it was quite obvious that it should be
like tals. The Hnngarian people were at home while the Russians vere a‘hrn:ﬁ

and did not fight for their own country,; it was logical that they should
be as bdrave as the Hungarians.

Famah E T T R e e

e e— ¥
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never a tricted organ of the regime. The police of ficers were kvptffm

the 1r evicur regimne.since there were not enough tValned pscple to replace them.
The government tried to replace them with trusted people but they couldn't replace
everyrody. So most of the police were anti-nommunist and against the regime.

The ‘irst mirmte they had a chance they dessizted the regime.

Thr seme happsmed to the militia.

Tais was the only orgenization which remained organized, at least a big part

of the officers end second officern. They were peorle who had regular military
training. Thay eould not very wnll find sn exenss and join the Rgvolutionsriss.
They Imew that if their past would be Mmowm and in the hands of the Revolutionaries
they would have to anewer to vwhat they hed Rone. Sona of them fought with the
counter-Eevolutlicnaries. Others were in hiding in all parts of the country.

The Revolutionary courte wire oranied. These courts irought werdicts against
crimes donu egalrst the Ruvolution. Judges who wore in the service of the
“ompunist regime and vho conducted the so-called window trials (Eirakat per)

were arrested. 1 know that Rﬁnﬂ vas demended to stand 'h-fq:rt this Revolutionary
court,

Their role changed. 7hey nsed to be all party members an' did not proteet the
intersts of the workers Hut #n the contrary of ths regime. 'he old leadars of

the trade unions were replaced in order to change the trade mion to an organizatiea

truly representing the injarette of the worlmrs. For the moment hosver during
the Rsvolution ncbody cared much about trade unioms. But I know ti-t a reorgani-
gation of the trade unioms starfed.

Lverywhers She people asswmbled and elected new officiels and national .evolu~
tionsry committee membere, Feople who hated the previcus regime and vho sere
politically trusfed by the Fevolutionaries were 'hct;‘aﬁl Fm m?" st:: e
were trained for zdiminietering these posts came back, peonle whd &8 also
doring the World lJar. Not only professionale thowever gbut other veo.le were
chosen too. *hey zll 4id an excellent job.

There wasnu government, at least nobody cared about i1t until Fagy would not
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to Radio Free Europe. Ve recsived information about the hsppenings in
Budapust through Free Zurope. Radio Free lurope epread enthusiasm. Since

I am in the United Stated I lisard all sorts of bad things sbout Radio Free
Eurcie. For exampls, that it was Badio Free Europe who persuaded the Hungsrians
to :a armed Hevolt. But vadever I thought sbout Eadic Free Europs beforell and
dusring the Revolution was very good. Nobody evem$ thouzht about that that the
Russiane would fight Bk, but only that they will leave Hungary.

I received the fir«t news about the breaking out of the Revolution of Budapest
through telepb-as and I received news from the to'mships and d:!.l.apq around
Budap eet 260 through telephone. I slso received news through tslephome abous
the mititary movements around the villages and townghips nesr Budapest. It was
rorarkeble that the telephone worked so well. The Communists 414 not have a
chance for s counter-orgenimtion and cut off #*¥*t or taped the telephoms. Not

only the telephone sarvice, but the electricity service =znd gas 00 were excellent

duming the Revolution. Ae a matter of fact, better than before the Rewolution.
This depended onm the news itsslf. I trusted most the BB station, Before
the Rewolution if I would hawve been by Radioc Free Hurope to do something I
would have done it. The most aunthentic source of informatiom was R dio Free
Europe. We coulda’t entirely trust the Budapest station. As far as the
telephone wasconcerned before the Revolution everybody watched carefully what
obe seid over the telephons, Du ing the Rewvolution however ome could trust
the telephons service and @84 not have to be afraid.

Whatevery happened in my own townahipd ,everybody knew,becense this was a
small place.

Everytaing and everybody disappeared as if nothing ever¥ existed befors.

Tis parsy organization destroyed itself. Everybody through awey$ one's party
esblen, *he leaders disspreared, nobody ¢slled meeting of mrty members. Ag

far as I knev the mrty could not take anyaction during the Revolutions.

an
The blue police joined the Revolution & bloe. Besides the blus holice was
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West Point

%fn}x The Korvinkoz (this is the HSUYTTSEINY of Hungary) was most respected

eand the universit’ students were greatly respected for their brave behavior.
No. They weremot. ‘hereied weme perhaps smaller limited quarrels, but very
seldom. ZEverything that was good for the people was to be accepted, IHL and
averybody 47l onmly what was good for the pesople. And there was very much to do.
Nobody thught of ideology only to do or organize thingsy for the good of the
peopla.

They wre in the Dest of friendehip. The workers loved the initiative of the
stu/ents and the students lowed the readiness and full sacrifice of the workers
ar well as their kmowledge and service. DBesidesi the students were mostly
.rom workers and peassnt families. They worked wiry close o the workers.

We were only connected with the Rgvolutiomary Committes.

I received nsws through Free Europe radio broadcasts, the Voice of America,

then the Bgvolutionary Committee of Ujpast, from people who travelled to Budapect
and beek,

During the Revoluilon some new newspapers ap)eared and spwead enthusiassm imto
the people. New papers were Igazsag, the Kisujsag, etc. <Jhere were mo
different opinions about the newspapers. Everybody read them with pleasure.
Even the Commmist newspapers indulged in self-criticism, and people read this
also with pleasurs.

I heard about what happened in Budapest as the Revolution started from ppople
who ceme from Pudapest and who fought at the beginning of the R volution. Some
&f those juct came home and went back to Bndapnt. Ve recelved information
from other vmite. This way I heard sbout Dudds, Seabd Balsst (these two were
heroes of the Rewlution) and about Maleter.

Yes, I listened to the radlo, firot to the Budapest radio, them to Free Europe
and the Volce of America stations. The latter two wers full of promises but
nothirg happened. Once we heard what happened to Budapest we lLept on litening
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by my 7ellow vedd®en comradis.

‘he “aet people for leadership during the E_volution were people who HIE.“;
vederans, hated the Communiste, and were sobar.

e received orders from Vas every day, If there was somrthing which we conld
not receive orders for then dlscussed the matter with the divtrict cemmenders
and if there was no time furdimninnthnmi“hmum
for himself. As a matter of fact, even if ve 414 receive orders from "‘7., wa
had to translate thoss orders to our local conditions. A good ezamp.s ghowing
#8 how much we hed to rely on our own judzment could be that while our oidars
were o let the tanks from Budapest leave in peace ::“unn the Russlans were
about to lsave the country, we saw that they utunllarftu Y'-ln only to take

o"tnat £ P APPSR PR RS Lor ot 1uERd 0eih SOBKERr WPBvers, ote.

Our neighdbors, from neighboring villages and townships, came over nlnti-u

to g01%38 G0d, them I could talkc on the telephone from the post offles with
some of our neighbors and the cars which brought the food supplies brought
also the nevws. It is interesting to note how we got gars. The Russlans

sent & transport of eare to Poland. The transport was stopped in Ujpest, the
workers (melosok) of Ujpest took the cars and u-m;un:ad throughout the
neightoring villages. With the help of those cars the %’m to the
ﬂmmtmmmwgmd:dm'ﬂhdmmn. I had a courier
on secoter end he carried my orderst to the district commanders. This was so
nu]&l“g;ganind that I received recognition for it from the cormander of the
m: We let the population know the important news through a loudspeaker.
For example, this way we told them to g0 into the houses, to stop distributing

food becanse the Russisns are coming. Otherwise the Voiee of Amrica and the

Free Europe stations were alway: om the loudapesker. We exchanged news slso

through our %u eince our guards and the guards of the neighboring villages
met at their fduty. -

(2m) Immediate plans and decision only within the group.
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National Guard.
their full salaries from the HECIOTERCHOEMEX 1/ walted for help from the
West and since it didn't come the workers slowlr h ad to return to their jobs.
‘he explosives whish we had left we threw into the lake so the Ruscisns
couldn’t get at thm.
Naticnal Cuard
(8e) Wo had 54 guns which came mahly from the JHESSEVEEESY from UJpest, and
partly as spoile taken in ‘r{a ‘hen we had 12 sul-machine guns, 3 machine
guns (golyoszorsi) and 1 machine canon. We also had some explosive material.
(af) “here was one mmmander, two guard commanders, (ofpsiancsnck), 5 district
commander officsrs, 20 people im active duty and 50 peiple who werd part-
time on gusr? duty and changed shifts. #16°a%3929e% 1 had no troubdle at
all with th: vePteran soldiers but it i!"lﬂt was a bit ard to discipline
the sroﬁmf people.
(8g) I wae cramander. Befors my teking command I worked as = buyer for the
Conserfe Factory. I am an intellectuzl; I did not beloug to any party, as
e rrugato i
28 rporteman I enjoyed many privileges. 1 was EFuges 5y that is someons
wto came home from We:tern Europe being a prisoner tlare. I was first in
Taglish gnd then in French prisons during the war. . becams a brisover
ifter I was woudded. I only returmed home in 1946. I was unempliyved for
quite 2 time becauss the nev regime didn't want to empliy peopole who cauns
from the West avd did not go through the Commumist education done in the
first years of :he regime and in Buesia to the war prinoners there. In
1940 I bscame an active soldier (at that time I was nct recruited yet and
Hungary was n3t in the war yet). In '43 I was a lieutinant {l:iiadpar;umk},
I had a foot soldier fraining. From 1940 to 1945, March 21lst, I was in American
prisons. I comel® home from Fremce in 1946. I was unemployed for quite a
while when flnally I received a Job. Once I became a first clasgsportsman

I had special advantages. I was chosen to the command during the Revolutiom
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other nilitary viberans.as well as the young armed people who came from
Budzpest.tc join. BEvery group organized 98 accemding to the district they
belaengéd to in the village, clicse their own commanding officer, I h=d SAfSSr
couriers vho $ook my orders to the different commanding officers by scooter.
I organized the different dviles to guard the village. ‘hq' wers full-time
and part-time suards. “here was a group of peopls rn.dr1a11 the time in the
fire department atation; e kept here the moat serious armaments we had.

(8e) i.‘f somebody want:d to jo/n he jJust came into my office. Everybody knew in
the village that I was :he commander and that we were organized. Once
somecns wanted to join I sent him to the district commander vho in turn gawe

him hie daties. We had quite = large territory to guard.even though the population
® was not much., G0d wed %0 be a resort place. Altogether I had in my wmit abous
80 or 90 peeple. unm: of our young peopls went %o help a village on the other
side of thlﬂm'h;. ¥y boys and the villagers succeeded in the fight amd I
heard that they had nany Hussian prisoners. Once they heard thattht::m of
the Revolution war lost many &% escapsd to Austria together vith $H& Busslan
prisoners. As far ¢s the food supply was concerned we had it organimed very
well. Yith ths he'p of the trucks taken away from the AVH in Budapest and
dietridbuted to villlages too we brought emough food to all the population.
Rallread offieiais lulped us too. e were very proud of our well-organized and
very clean Bgvslu’ion snd we hoped that the West would be impressed and would
send help to us.

(8b) T #se 32 youig piople who went to help the neighboring villege escaped to
Austria. “1e otasrs were om strike. ‘he strike was general except for tha
workers \dw wor!:ed inmpplying food. Thay threatened to = topPs working if
other peonls siarted to work. We continued our fight with the strike. As
long as thas woikere or employees belonged t0 the national guard they recelved
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were soldiers. ‘he Hungarians wers sbout 14 to 15 and had 10 mechins
guns and 5 emall machine gun®s and altogether 72 bullsts. The Russians
came in two armomed cars and had 2 tenkers with them. ‘here wers abous
15 of them and all hed a maphine gun (emall machine zunsy geppisstely).
“hey were all young soldiers. We sterted to dlsburb them as they passed
the road. *hey jumpsd out from the car end dlspersed to take up fighting
positions. e were divided into two groupe. Only 7 people attacked and
fought with the Ruseians, The 2nd part were hiding in a barn. Aslong as

the Euselans gaw that we were less than they were they seemed to be wvery

brave. le could hold them very well even though we were 7, but I was
afraid that more Russian troops might pess through the road and Join the
fighting unit. I wanted to finish them ¢ff fast and therefore I ordered
the 8 people in the barn to join us. *he Russians still did not realized
that we were not more than their number and got scared, Jumped into their

cars and drove away. I knew beforshand that they were not too btrawe; that®s

why I dared to atteck them with a emall foice, The GeTmans were much
braver.

Hop, I did not see such things.

Ho, I did not see it, but I almost did. Some young pecple in my village
wvere told of a.n £VO psrson and wanfed to kill him,but I succeeded in
preventing them. This was already affer the R:wlutiun was vietorisus. I
kmow that thers were some cases wheh such thunp.pp-m in Budspest, Wt
in general I don't think that ever there was such a eclean Revolution.

What T just sald befors.

I wae the commandant of 2 natlomal guafid unit which belonged to the natiomsl

comml ttee in Vac.

I wae clibesen to be the commendant by vote. After that I called wpon the
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arma $00, We got hold of arms whem young Revolutionaries from Buda-wst

came to our villesge and also we took some from militory camps from 6,1;:“.

We received oxesllent information through the radlo. through the Eree Burope
brosdsaste and Voice of America. We co:ldn't telieve the Hungarisnm broadeasts
any more exospé for the Rl.h:ﬁl'bnaﬂmﬂng station. Not everyb iy had a
radlo in G&'hhut we had a loudspsaker and those mwntioned stations vere always
connBeted with the loudspeaker. Bscanse of those valmmble information received
throvgh the mentioned radio breadcasts it was poseib.e to arganize the Revolutiorn.
Ve are very much indebted to Radio Free Europe. Only here I heard bad things
ebout the Radio Free Europe. I heard between other tLings that many Jews were
in this organization. I didn't kmow thie in Hungary. [ only Iknew that they
gave very valusble orders for us to pursue. They even told us how to handle
the mﬁmlutimhn

I didn’t hope for any decomations for taking part in the Revilution. My main
motives were hatred, anger, and longing for freedom. We couldn't think much;
ws dldn't have the time. I only hoped and wished thet 1t was golng to be
bettar. This wes the main purpose of everybody.

I dién't even thinic Ebout that,

I vas a natiohal guard commandant in Gh'r’d.. My unit had to thke care of ths
security and protection of tha village against the Russians and later agsingt
the revenge of the AVH., I hed %o prevent peoples trials and private Toveng.a.
Beeiies I was responsible for disturbing and oecasionally attacking smaller
SEa*°8® Soviet uniis paseng on a:r‘mm.

I sav end took part in an attack ﬂf—!ﬂ.ﬂ.lliin unit betwesn ‘l!"é and mﬁ;m.
‘he Fungarians of whom I was the cemmander were civilians and the Russians
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The Russian ambassador told the government that Russia will order home the
Sovie’ troops from Hung:ry. Ths Revolutionary bodfes estorted to organize.
From about the 30th of October until the 4th of Hovember there was a walting
canged  minor
prriod. T'e Russiang only esibtwd disturbances. After the 4th of N _vember
4he Ruassians started t o use larger automatic weapons too. On the 39th of
Jetober we famd‘..:ti-nimaﬂ unite between Dumekeszi and Bod., This unit
we; commanded by a HAuaga#ian officer whom ve mccesded in pursuading to Joln the

Revolution. Throush him we received sePveral canoms. We kept one of them
and distrituted the others in the surrounding v llages. We could use thie
canon ARAREA* against :.naill uﬁrm“ on the road. Onecas the young puu;_:lt from
my village put a Ruseian OPEver out of order betwesn Gdd and Dunakessi.
The Russians thought that #@95%X the pecple from Dunakeszi did it and thay
surrounded Dunakeszi by Eu.n.tmuh. We were about to go and txry to

help the people of Dunakeszi Wit in the meantime the Busslans were 2880
ordered t o Budapss’ and W't the plece.

(6b) I did o beceause I am a Christisn and I am a Aungarian and therefors I
have in me the raspect for humanity, freedom, and my country. At home I
received an anti-commmnist education. I signed up with the army during
the war in 1940 with aspscial permiesi on J'hamuu I was too young. To be &
soldier then meant to fight against Communiem. I was a member of the
Szent Istvsh Club in Budapest vhich was anti-Commumist Club, I wanted to
becoms a soldier alm} beeanse I was anti-Communiet. Later as 2 eportaman
I wae ssnt abroad and I saw the difference between the living standard in
the Westsrn countries, and in our couniry.

postmaater of
(6c) I received the firat news about the Revolution from the
in which

-the W 1lage/I was working a:h..il& buyer for the Conserve Factory.
Once I heard that the Bevolutionarles & srms in Budapest I wanted %o hawe
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hava been dons. I never let my peonle kill prisome®s. We tried to
disturd the tramsportation of oll on the highway vhich ceme from ‘lgn to the

mti-ﬁ:rnlutinnary forcea.

(6a) By the 30th of October we were told th-t the Russiarc were leaving the
country and that we should not attacic the Russian tauts which ceme from
]h:.dapnt’ but let them leawve the country in peace. Ve auld not beliewve
this however, because we saw that the tanks were armed znd that the machine
(BRSNS guns were directed tow ' rd the willages. If their iitention wosto
leave ¥2 the country they did not have to be ready for attack. Even though
ve kmew now that they did not want to le~ve Hungary we conld ist attack

the Huseian tanks begznse our forces were llttlnm we would have enjlangered
the security of the willage. NFVFFTHEESUOi##sw the 30th of Ogtoler we
vers in no real d:nger since the Revolution seemed to get h?l& of the power.
We didn't have to guard our village day and night with ready-simed mn. I8
.8 the coomander of the village I had to be sware of what was happening in
ihe village esrecially what counter-revolutionery attion or nlot can
isvelope. My mer and I watched carefully every suspicious B sign If &
£ rangs car stoopsd Mﬂ&ﬂhﬁ:! some peornie entursd and after a wille returaned
e1d drove away we made SEFEETESF about the strange vieit and as tastilly as
pouiible searched the houss, We vers waiting for hel:u fiom the West. {¢ were
disillusioned end actually lhi}:h;ﬁ by Eisenhower's spesch o non-intervertion.
A'ter that we could hope only &F the help of the UnTlted Naticns. If just
‘he English end the French would not have started the fight in Scez the
iussians would not have interfered or at least would have dil%ld w!'th their
interference. The English and the Fremch created a precedent ¥ inteafering
with forelgn nsfions and 1if thay were allowed to do so why could the Rus:ians
oot hawe been sllowed to do se? If England and France would have walt 4 jus.
as long as the ¥est could have recojnized Imre FNagy, the E:ﬂlﬂlonm
kave achieved more! Once Béla Kirdly was brought to Budspest the R*volution wom
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left $t. I arrived in God on the 27th of Ocober. We saw a great number
of people standing on the highway waiting to hear about heppenings. Ve
heard carm firing in Budapest. Other veterans and mysslf hﬂj a meeting
and decired that a new town council had to be chosen. We called a meehing
of the Inhabitants of the town (this was a village in nmimmem),
but the Communists took hold of the situation and assembled ¥E5ER names
for mominees %2 the council. The people almost votdd on the made 11!1')
bocanre nobody darsd to speak -:p.am somebody shouted that the people them=

29.ves wanted t o make up the 11zt and not vote on a ready-made 1ist. Fimally

g voting commiitese was selected. PRELS*FF This freely chosen voting committee

1tarted to
[1seembled & ner lict of nominees, and while they were in the mesting the

iseembled peonle outaide the counell hall, celsbrated the free -1lqtim. The
8w list was ascopted with enthusizsm. ihe list wae he ded by the local
purish priest who was a famous truth teller. We didn't do anything to the
Caxmnist Party Secretary of Gda since he was an idealist~Comnunist, a good
mai. I became the Commandant of the defense organized under marshall law.
I 1as chosen to this position becauce I used to be an ermy officer and an
offleer in the police. Iy ﬂrl‘:.,;'d: was to diecipline ths Hﬁﬂé m
peols who came from Blma.piatj“ tlought they could do anything }hmﬂll
they had arms. I crganized thedefence of the village against the Russians.
All ‘he veterans juined the defense 'orees. There was military diecipline,
/e dldn't keep any list of the member: of the defense forces. Every
distlict command:nt memorized the names ind addrenses of the members of
his ¢>mmand and [ memorized 4l1 the names and addresses of the district
commardants. 7 orgenlzed their duties. W, stopped all the goods and foods
that pissed throigh our highway and the town muﬂtt:;. doelded vhat should
be dsne with shem. In the mesntime we heari that GE8 AVH was 883%*dafeated

and the punirshnent of the AVH was dons not 18=rly as cleanly as it should
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wore too much to give for so little improvement as the Polish achieved.
Foland is not independent.
Nobody had private interests befors the Z0th of October. Apter the 30th of
O tober certaln position hunting started. Am oprositiont developed betwsen
l;z.: Kiraly and Malester. mﬁ; represented the ¥RE o1d Hungerian government
wiille Maleter was much more Leftist, but not a Communist.
defense defense
Tes, I rarticipated in the SZWEUER betwsen VAc and Budapest, lu the ENTER
of G9E. e
The 23rd of October I wasin a village betwesn Ve and E'ldnput. where I
wes suprosed o buy up the products of the hocal peasants for the Commerve
Factory. The chief of the post office at this place was a good friend of
mine and he told me that on this day all of a sudden thers was no telephone
service. His last m.ﬁ to remove from all the walls of the post ,
office sll tho Communist emblems. We couldn't get hold of any other radio |
then Budapest raddo. We heard Ger® giving his spesch through the radio; he
vas impertinent and insulting toward the Hungarlans. He gavel spark to the
Bovolution. i wanted very mch to listen at that time to the Free Eurove
broadcast, but we couldn't get the broadcast until the 24th of Botober. Then
we heard through Free Erope that the Efwlutinn broke out. We alse heard !
that all the Vlue uniformed police joined the Revolution. At the next day !
ﬁl went with ry colleagus to the ne rby collsctive farm to discuss business
snd the Commurist leader of the farm was tm:ﬁadjheanu hs thought wa
were revolutionsries from Budapemt. I saw meny yong people £oing to Budapsst
on the highway. I wanted to go hom to my family who lived in ﬂgd to ssshow
thinge ware, tut I eould no go? until the 28th. Final¥y we saw that th:is
was a real R volution and we just didn't care any more abous the Conserve
FActory. We sterted to go home on our motorcycle. Inm amother village we
saw a Hungarlen tank vut out of order. They sald that the driver of the
tankc was from the same village and he didn't want that the temk should he !

ussd against the Revolutionaries, therefore, he pat 1t out of order and
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People wanted the freedom of thought.

Frlqdm. fraternity, equality.

They meaat an independent sssembly, electioms, and en independent government.
At the beginning the R volution was not anti-commmistl Communists t00
warticlpated vho were anti-Russlane or anti=Staliniste. Anyhow, the
Rﬁrulut!.an was not directed againet commu niste who wera commumiata from
conviction. Farty members too participated in the R voluiion. The majority
of the revoluiionsrias fought slso against 3¥38*3 the Commnisk. The
Aungarisns sav thet Commumisnm cannot be good since the Teginy of Bela Xun
wee not sulted for the Hungarian point of view either.

Those Communists who fought with the R volutionaries fought =ga'nst this
form of Commoniet governmsnt which was in the Soviet Union and iwposed

on Hungnry. Such people were very few however.

If the Soviet trocps would not have interfored thenm Hungary would \94geg
heve hcm‘,ﬁm. full of milk and honey. The peasante rromised

that within two years they would restore Humg=rian sgriculture to tho
state 1t was 1n 1938, They promised this without having the advantage of
agrieultural oachines. In order to give thim sagricultursl nachines all
the machine factories would hmve changed to produce agricultural machincs,
this would hawve teken too much time and the peasants promisad that with
hard work, without machines they would do thie in order to rvstore the
country. The wokirers too were willing and ready to give as muxh work

to the restoration of the country's economy aspossible. They al\ sald
that they are ready to work hard and live under difficult conditius if
they are working for thelr own country. I am suretthat the West wcild
have helped ve with machines. They could haws done it much more eai ly
than the Soviet does it because the Wgst is more advanced than the
Soviet Union.

satisfiod. deportatics
Fo. I would not have beer The bloodeshed and the
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uprinint Why should it have been an armed uprising with the Home Sscretery
agreeing wIPIF the damonstr: tion?

(4a=b) Do not apply.

(4e) The Revolutionaries had one main purpoee and this was to make Hungary
independent politically, scomolically, and cultural¥y from the Russisms
end to throw the Rusrlans out of Hungary. Inthe deteils of the purposes
of the Revolutionaries there were differences; this was seen after the
Z0th.

(44) They had the seme purpose.

(4e) The people rebellsd againat the Commnist system, against Soviet domimation
sgainst sconemic exploitation, =gainst the low standard of living, the

animal fate—in one word, against Communist dietatorship.

(4af) They longed for freedom, for human right, free cpesch, free press, fres
religious practices, political, economiecal, and cultural independence.

These were the most important purposes of the Revolution. Within those
there were individual purposes of individual grouns. For sxamples the
reasants wanted to have their fields back and wented to sell thsir

producte freely. The workers wanted to have pey equals to their amount of

vork, “hey also wanted to hawe the fresdom to choose thelr jobs. The
latter was impossible under the regime. There was & workbng power

office vhich made the placemsnt of the workers. If somsbody left one's
Job by omm's ovm will this person was not allowsd to be amployed only
through the nentloned of fice. In order to have fres work the government
made uee of prisoners. Not only those prisons worked who were condemned
to forced labor btub other prisoners tuu.. People wonted free trade umions,
free from the government, the party, freedom for organization, in generzl.
Int.uw ¥anted to hawe the freedom to choose their profession. Peonle
whose FSdé wes not appropriate could not go to the uniwversity. During

Hagy's
Inre FE&S* premiership the above mertioned grievances wer: lsss severe.
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movie houses. Some old Rusdan pilctures wers very good like Romeo and
Jaliet and The Brave : wiich was about Texas, The Hungarians did not
believe in propaganda pictures any more. Inother important factor was
the way justice was done in Hungsry. The regime never blamed the system
Tor economic £ lure or deficit inm production but alvays found some iandivi-
dasl to blams. The paassnts hatﬂ{:-‘fm grievances of their own. The
pomsant who had more than 15 hold of FI¥M could not send his son to regular
military #rcaining but when his son's time for military ssrvice came the
boy was recrulied for working ui-_;inu.! Az far as Jols were concerned,
people recéived according to thn'm-r“lmp:n which ususlly wasbased on .
thelr origin and not according to the knywledge or training. No religion
vas taught ia the schools. Children learted entirely differsnt things
than the parsenis believed in., Peo-le becane bitter becanse of the shove
causes and cariain opposition mrm-ﬁ:.gtnrtud which were cnllm: "York
Slowly Movement® and "Hem" Moveent (F8EZstocd for Nemzeti Ellensllas
Mozgalom which meant National R_slstante Mpvensnt.) This was not a movemsnt
vhich wos organized and had a working plan. Tiie slogan vent from mouth
to mouth snd everybody knew about tham.

(3c) The Aungarian leaders were at this time in Belgrzie visiting Tite. Tito
hated the Etalinistu people and probably mreachad a lesson to the Hungarian
leaders. Tifio was for the abolition of Stalinism in Hongery and this wae

¥ery encouragihg to the Hungariena,

(4) ﬁé‘bﬂﬁy Teally started the R volution. It started im a sbsolutely umorganized
fashion. The leaders of the students who demonstrated o\d not think of
Revclution and their demands were not identical with the emands of the
Esvolutiénries. The Revoluticnaries started to get organizsd mo earlier
than about the 2Bth or 26th of October and organized much bettsr from the
28th to the [Oth. Nobody from among the demonstrators imaginel an armed
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the Hbatf ihey demsnded that economic contracte with the Sovist Uniom
_, i contracts

should be publicized. Between others that the uranium fehould be publicized.

They threstened to demonatrate if ther': not going to receivel an answer

for their demends. ihis happened about a week before the outbreak of the

Hevolutio:. It was very gr#atifying to ses tliat tle youth which was

educated under eand by the Soviet regime,demaniad those things. Ihe

above mertlcned demands avoeared in the w newepaper as wall

as in thy Iyodalom, I couldn't read this latier since I wem't in Budapest.

I workel at that time as a buyer for aConservy Fictory. The university

studen’s from Budapest started to demonstrate and students fwom all the

desonstrations.

miverzities of the country joined them in dumwmmbraident. Betuvoen others

the university students asked for more self-government. They wanved to

have the right of being allowed to talk in the University about anything

wlthoui beipg punished for it. mhar ennounced that they are going for a
great demonstrotion on the 23rd. Lﬂfnln Piros, major in the AVH, did not

permit the cemomstration cleared. Vhy he finally later permitted it is
not known but I think he asked Moscow about it and he got order to vermit the

demonstration. Jhe students récruited the demonstraters by syming "If you
. are a Hungarisn you are 4t the Hossuth Sgnare.” <The whole town was decorated

by flags.

The most impostant to lead to the E:vnlution wers the economic exploitation
of Hungory which cam be shown that for example in Efstern Germany the

Hungarisn butter was less expensive than it was im Hungary. The Hungarian

products were given to other satellite countries. Another exsmple would

be that Soviet iron ore was produced in Hungrry for pennies and returned

to the Soviet Union. Another important fastor to bring about the R'wlnttnn

were the cultural conditions of Hungary. The Fungariams liked W starn

films. For example, FRench films were visited so much that paudla stood

in line to receive tickets while Soviet propagsnds films ran $8 empty
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a vity that the W st did not take the chance to interfere in the Soviet
domination c¢f Eastern EBuropmmxafter Stalin's dnathﬂ:gth- disorder that
followed i%. The West would not have neseded much power eithem since the
Soviet Union was something artificially put together without soul. In
1949 I met Soviet eportemen who told me how peorle lived in the Sowiwt
Uniom. He seid that 1t wouldm't have been bad to live there if one had
23 American tmcle, BSoviet disunity can be shown by the Gedglan events.
In my opinion oms army would hawe been enough to break the Russians after
S’Ea‘l. inisg death. I am sure that we don't hﬂ?& many of the uprisings
that heppenec after Stalin's death in the Soviet Unlom. I know thie from
the Don disttict that it was not an umnswal thimm somsthing that
occurrad every day that traine sxploded.
(23) The Ugrans heted the Soviets. Many Wistern statesmen and politiclans
seemed very stupid to us. Dulles'! speech after the Korean War promisged

help to the cppressed by the Sovist Union. This gave force and hope to

L

Hungary,

]

(21) Yes, I had thls feeling. One could ses that a great change was taking

Place from the new voices of the inteligentsia. m :IJl‘lf'i for example
and other writers discussed the regime. One newspaper was in discuseion
with other newepepers. Literary newspapers discuseed the situation. ‘he
university students ptarte d to ask all sorts of demands from the government.
1/hén Gtr: Eﬂ$ were visiting Tito some hoes arose. ‘he university
students asked to chenge their currimulum. ‘hey wanted o study less ideology

of Marx and Lerdr and more about their major subjects. I EBAP®served at ths
polica from &0 hours of stddies; we studied 12 hours holitice. fln univeraity

etudents demended lees Russlan el=sses and better cultursl relations with
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];uliniu‘ 45 degres turn. Ian Hungary thie was manifested in greater

Pps B

Iresdon to the eaczsnts and more comtact with Westerm arts.

"¢ Russian dehaviour in Poznan was outrageous and crusl. W, were glad

that the G.mnn dared to oppose the Russinns. e hoped that I;utlrn
Germany and the Atlantic Alliance would come to the help of the Posnanians.
The Commnist papers tried to suwead the aewe that the wiole Fosnan uprising
was done by imperlalist agents, nobody brlieved thisshowever.

The ponition of B_ajhuai was also an even | connected with the 20th Congress.
Since R:hni was a Stalinist, & new men had to take his role. Actually not
much chhnoged sinca R:':l::uu!. remained Farty secretary while Imre NHagy took

over the premisrship. Nagy was much more poular thsm his predecessor and
yeot hs was pupportéd by Moscow too., Following his liberal policies con-
2erning the peasants and the tradesman there was an econonic prosnerity in
Hungary. FPeople really began to hope. Imre Nagy was deposed as eco: as
Malenkov loet power and Holotov and Voroschilov returned. Imre Hagy,
hovever, rexained popular even after he was deposed of the premiership and
there were demonstrztions in his fawver. Hs symbolized the regime’s firsé
atep t‘ouar& the 1-J’Hn1a. and good relatioms with Vgstern Europe was a traditicn
/ever eince the relgn of Hungsryls firast King.

Such a moment came about two weeks before the Elvclution broke out. ‘he
process statted after Sialin's desth. There wae a fight for leddership in
the U.S.5.R. and this was an exeellent chance for the West to interfers.

We wara very much disillusioned to sse that the West didn't take this chance.
Of course if the West would have interfered a serious clash betwesn the Went
and thas Soviet Union would have been inevitable. But I wondsr»wasn't the

There has to be ,

West roady for a clasht HSSEEE 8f forceful clash or what the W st is
after the -

preaching does not mean a thing. Even ¥¥ES execution of Beria and the
leadershi . of the GPU, the Soviet did not change its plicy. Its really
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Thie too helped the workers to prepare for the Revolution at least in
their choughts.

(2v) Stalin meant stronghand politice. As soon as Syalin was so strongly
c-iticized and 1t vas seen that Malenkov vas mot so lacking the power
io compromise and that Russian poltics to-ard the I'I'.it changed, the
Hunga:rians ataﬂu:{ to fesl more free to criticize.

(2e) Yes, it too as I mentioned before played an importont part in it.

(24) This chowsd that Moseow changed its mind, that Moecow politice was
fluctuating. It showed that the stability of the Party too, was
fluetuating. All of tl'llﬂ:ilh Tito was on the horse though previously
he was ounsted fruul;:uﬂe'-friand.lhip. Thie seemed to be & suggestion
to Hungary. The Hungarians sympathized ¥¥a% with Tito, emveciallp
because Tito dared to oppose the "Rus~ian Bear®. On the ome hand
the Hungarians sympathized with him, on the other they ware alse

BagsacTe
afrald of hisrevenges because of the FEEEEFIEECETITNLEEF of the Serbs
Hungaiang

bty the
/ in 1838 when -art of the Southern part of Hungary returned. Hungarisns
weres impressed with Tito alascybecause Tito had a Western aspsarance and
they hooed that eventuslly he might be the libsrator of ths Russian
ociupied countriss. The Hungarians thought that Tito was the most
intelligent politician of middle HBurope. If there would be & Dangbian
Taderation thon certainly Tito would be its leaders:
Yugoalavia
hen Fulganin and Hruschev visited BA®B®A and asked for Titols Torgiveness
then in his conditionssTito had certain demands conce s
» mu minf Hungary
These demands were’to dispose of the Staliniets therel The Russians
mwomiee! to fulfill his demands. The Hungarimas were sncouraged by that.
(2e) At the 20.h Party Daﬁ:.-cn: !.‘nud:," announced the degrading of stn'un.

geve permission
and Bforiticiems! The Ruu:l.an lecders changed the direction of tha’-'
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Stachanovite

between different/ workers in speed of production, Stachenovite workers
also did such "offerings" that they offeredto complete so and so mamh
work until a certain holiday. This edfering was a much greeter smount

of work shaa this worker aceording to the norm was supposed to do until that
time. Por overtime one didn't £et paid mntil sbout 48, Nevertheless
people hal 50 do this overtime workS. The party trustees. and trade union
trusteee who worked among the workers sew to thatthst pecnle should work
a lot aid overtime too. It has to be mentioned at thi= PBYTRYERIE point

{bizottmanyi tasok)
that nnt 41 the trade union trustees/were comministe. Later when there
was extra pay for overtime or extra work above the norm the workers tried
to cheat a& much as they could:because they eouldn't live om their usual
salaries. Jetually everybody was cheating. The heads of the planning
cepar{mente,
EXAEl were cheating to show that there we s overproduction in their groups.
So did the vorkers to get extra pay. The plans were fulfilled only on
paper but nck in reality. The econmomic eltuation of Hungary naturally
became cate:topphic. Peovle did not worlk conscientiously and only wanted
to show quuntity. Thsway it happened that when = new oil well was found
the government
and they »tarts=d to ppoduce oil %8 want to prn-:'l.m:: as much oil as possible
waE &2
and W% not careful with the well. Thig way the Em-usaure- which helped
come
nder the B2 sarth® the 0il to ool up, escaped and in the dong run thay
€0% much less o1l from the well then they would have would they HEFVEIEN
hawve escape causad

i3 not/ 1st the sesses/ which CEESBEZthe Dressures eheRPE. Because the
above mentioned causes the workers were motivatad against the Party. There
vas an educaiional prescure too. Ther- were compulsory seminars. People
had to study from brochures. At the beginning it was quite all right but
efter the death of Stalin and his criticism peopel ecould not believe any

more in the discussed thingsand the meriousness of these meetings was broken .
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ferme. C(mnly the ones who enterei the collective later were peasants
vho really tried hard. They ju:t couldn't cope with the immense demands
of the government. Hatumally :he latter reasants wvho entered ths ollect-—
ives had no initiative and di. not feel like working im the eollectives
either. I knorshout an exca.lent grape growing field nesr Vde, snd since
it waspot cultdwated proper.y by the collective form workers iy was
ruined snd was—good later snly for pasturss. The msmt*lri the
pmlg: oproeition to t-h- regime. ‘hey also prepared for the ].1"“1% "
FE¥thEcorsciously. JFrca among the workers only the Stachansvitesdfbms
HO®® pey tha:.:he}' dig before; the cthers were badly mid. These werkers,
the ; tr'ed to work mors than they were supposed to after
fulfillirg the norm In that case they recsived more money, If nome-
body was succescrul in overfulfilling the norm he had to teach others
how to do +%; thls was called exmchhnge of experiences, and handing over
wor~ action. If almost everybody with hard work could reach this higher

Siachanovite
aorm which the worker reached then the stendard was ralsed,
and Stachanovite
Iyxer the norm was higher. The regime used the workers to

work required from the workers.
Talse the rate of I TEFEINZWETE. They used these workers in such a

waySEak for example/they chécked the time in which one of these workers |
completed one nroduct of what he was doing and according to his achisvement
on this one product the other workers in the other factories had to try %o
achieve his ppesd. This was very u}ut because it certainly was much
easisr for a Stachsnovite mﬁrtnhmm&mtmmm
for the mm to do pf.ﬁ;uw'ﬂm- as speedily as he aid for
ﬂlwmmwmﬂhrthﬂh-rﬂthm--m
TheStacharovite  himgelf couldn't have done more thanf several at this
unusual speed because he would have been tired but this was not taken

into consideration. To arrive at a competing spirit between workerws and

to incresse the speed of production this way theye were competitions
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wgal ity ¢aly to ite quamtify. And since the government dlstributed

the lowsst quality land to the peasants fRan it retained to itself

the pyssants had resl trouble to producef as much as they were

supposel. to. This way they were compelled to enter the collective

farms rlnee they coubd not sll the time buy products on the mariket

in orcer to hand them in to the government. In making the plan for

a certain peasant the planner did not take into consideration the
poreit’ e hazards in the weather. I know quite well how those things

wers with the peasants since for a while I worked ae the buyer of the

Gnmnrﬂfl:;‘gahni. If a peasent made a contract with the Conserve

factory he did,'t have to hand in his products to the government sincéd

the foctory itself was government owned. Since the peasants knew that

we, +hd buyers of the factory, were liberal they preferred to make the

coniract ﬂthl;iﬁk:an to hamd in the products to the government. If a

peasant mede a contract with us we, the buyers, had to go down to the

fields and evaluste the possible 288 yield of the fields. We lmew

that the s asants were pressed by the government anyhow and therefore

we waTe very liberal inm our evaluation. We took in account much less

prodacts, vegatables then we know the oveasante would grow. In this

way the peasant could sell more on the free market or keep for himself

£from bargain.

and we hadour part tooion this SNECETES. The peasants were very badly

off. The best they had was two sets of clothing, one set fer work and

ons for the church. But the ones who entersd the collectivegreally had

nothing. They juwt worked as sgricultural wvorkers. Most of the masante-

Jho sntered the collectives were sctually only farmhands. “hey entered

collectives becauss they dida't have anythisg to lose anyhow. They were

ferchands only cither,bsc~use they were no good for mthingﬂu-ll

beceuse they were too lasy to work so much that they should be able to

buy = ferm. It can bs imagined how those peoole worked in the collective



Wo. 136 "A" PEETEST SECTION R A0 Pe 3
in }ungary which was not easy to stop. &% Even the coming back of

A'kosi did not stop this movement. The writdérs and artéstes toock part

in this miﬂtﬂ%&h&. fﬂ;:tié‘chltnu and criticism of tlu-.rq:!.

wps heard in the Pmesils in the PstomixClub. In thess clubs we mamt
with Western culture. Students ambng which Tibor Deri was ocutstanding
as a writer, then Communisi® but not Soviet lover professors gmve free
lectures ané discusesd the thoughts of the regime. In those clubs
students voiced their wished to get in tousch with th;:“. to establish
tultugal relations with the Wigt. They wanted to send some of our young
pliyeiciane snd engineers to look around im the Wst and in turn to invite
from sbroad from the West young professiomsls to our couniry. This ilaa
vel'y blg shenge in comparison to the older times, vhen to speak about such
things was not even thovght about. As time wentl on fewerll and fewer peorls
wers opposing this mentioned group. It is very important to know that
thsie young criticlzirg people jin these clubs, were all sducated during
thii gystem and by this system of the Communist regime in Hungary. It
¥w-5 obrvious howeder that their axperiences did not colncige with their
stules. After the Stalin worship the strong criticism of Sgelin shook
the Fapa*pPegl faith of these young »eople in the regime. Vorkers and
peisants too mot and diecnesed thelr PPESENE grievances which were that
thiy didn't bhive snough food or clothing. The peasants had to hand in

to the government too much of their produsts and many time they Just
@/dn't have as much sgricultural products as theay were supoosed to hand
i1 and wire compelled to buy the products on the market snd hand them

‘n to the government. UWhile ewveluating the yield of acertain farm

cons on
she g.vernmant evslusted the land withoulEFETeSatisa of theland'®
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One has fo learn that the purpose of the Soviet Unlon is to oppress
the small nations and achieve world hegemony #m this way: The cnes
wvho do not live in the Soviet satellites have difficulties in under-
iltmﬂn;mathappuudthm. hwunmmm
weople to the R volution. 'The Freach peosle changed their attitude
tevard Soviet Rissia already in 1954 put much more after the Bungagian
E:nalu:im:. Again France and Hungary came together against terror,as
ther did already in 1848. In Hungery even the ones who trusted the

regime in the beginning and who believed in the Communist idea, together
carrearistic

wilh those:who were just opportunistic and* EBSSSSEESENc and as such
Jo.ned the Perty, saw that going with the regime was not worth while,
Tro Nungariar nation vanted to free himself and felt its power to do sol

akd

‘here waa no orgenizotiém in the n:'mlutiun. The want of freedom was
enough %o giﬂum and heroism to the people. Even the peasants¥
though they took tha smallest part in the E:rﬂt,a.t least sympathized
with the R gwltm and helped them with food supulies.

The whole thing :hr.-_rtuﬂ on thamm of November at im in the evening.
The first opinioa would be that ftnre Hagy government IEXRER n‘hni iy
downfall was tle first important step. It should be noted however that
glving out tride permission, allowing for some privete capital, and for
some privaie projects was not Nagy's idea; it came from Moscow. The
rehaxation of the strong regime started in Moscow after criticism was
allowed afier the death of sf‘aun. Of course only btuilding criticism

was allevred. At that time there was a joke going around im Hungary

"Who is reactionary? The one who reads the M_uf the past year. "
This relonxntion of the atmn&mna_ of the regime started a movement within




