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(1) I think 1t is important for you to I9BMI find out the truth and to
be able to distinguish it from pure propagenda, The facts are known
to many Americens, but they wonder what 1s true.end what is not.
People cen read newspepers, but they axe unsble t0 WASeTetand the
general prevailing stmosphere snd climste of pelitieal eonditions.
from newspeper articles you carmot understand whet ig life lilke
under 2 Cammmnist regime. Of course every fact can be interpreted,
but I think the very fact that an unprecedented maber of Hungarians,
approximstely 2 peroent of the total populstion, had left the ‘

country, proves sufficiently what had happened there,
(2) It is difricult to mmswer this question in general tesms,.

(2 2a) One phase was the premiership of Imre Nagy. A second phase was

the Twentieth Party Congress. A third phase was the movemnt of

the writers snd university students. The university studests were
joined by the Army end the woricers and ao the Revolution broke out.
I think that the movement of the writers was the first imdicastion
that a definite devistion fram the past was im the offing.

(2 1) Stalin's desth affected the process only indivestly. To be sure,
one could expeet changes, bub not all out changes. The indirect
effect of Stalin's death was that certain important shifts took
place in high-level persomnnsl. This hed no direct effech on the
people, but it was important in the process as a Whole.

(2 a) Yes., Definitely. The significance of Imre NHagy's first premien-
lhipuuthntamlm:u!_nhm-tuhd-lﬂ!plqh
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did not want to go back again to the old Stalinist line. They
did not want to give up the concessions which they had received,
The Commmists wavered, they were mixed up, their faith in

Stalin and in the whole Commmnist dogn: as interpreted by Stalin !
was shaken. Many Cammunists did not know what was the right line,
once their faith was shattered they could not very well put om the
Sgalinist mask again, they lost their former determinatiom, their
ever ready firm attitude in regard to everything. ,
I don't think the reconciliation HI¥N between Moscow and Tito had
any particular significance in the proceas. To be sure, it fitted
into the general plcture, it fitted into the general pattern of
development. I think the reconciliation was characteristic of the 1
whole trend that was shaping up after Stalin's death. I don't th:l.ﬁ:?i
it had any outstanding impact. |
I did not know of Khrushohev's secret speech, but everything else H
was published sbout 1t in the Hungarian newspepers and it had a |
terrific impact. The ENNENIEGE faith of the old Stalinists in the
Party line was completely shaken and many Commumnists did not know
where to turn.

Everybody knew about the Posnan ricts;in spite of what the Hunga-
rian Commniet newspapers wrote, everybody knew it was not an
imperialistic undertaking or design. Actually, the Posnan riot

had no riot bearing on Hungary. This, too, fitted into the general
pattern. People saw in the revolt a lesson that the suecess of
such a revelt would not be tolerated and therefore the people did
not consider it as a specific inducement to revolt. But yet The

revolt was significant because in itself it was characteristie that
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people did revolt., In this sense it f'itted into the general pattern
that is that people could talk and express their views a little
more freely than before,

At that time I did not think it had any special significance. It
was a personal change, or rather a change in the lesding persomnel,
Gero came, but this did not necessarily mean that anything is going
to change, Rakosi's replscement was only significant in the sense
that the anti-Stalinists succeeded, Agaln, the replacement of
Rakosi must be seen as a reflection of the political changes as

a whole. Commmist policy does not depend on people, individuals,
therefore out of his resignation not too much could necessarily

be expected.

There was no Barticular turning point before the Revolution. The
whole thing was a process. Apart from this, two dates might be
mentioned. October 23, when Gero deftivered his militant speech
over the Hungarian radio. Had he given a normal speech, perhaps
the Bevolution would not have broken out, Today it is diffiecult
to say what would have happened 1f he did not deliver that speechs
but undoubtedly it had a great deal to de with the outbreak of the
Revolution. Gero delivered a2 Commnist speech, with no concessions
a speech which he could have delivered perhaps four or five years
ago, The speech was based on brute force, he wanted to know
nothing about the demands of the people. If he had made certain
concesslons, if he had appointed Imre Nagy to premiership, maybe
there would have been no Revolution.
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The other turning point during the Revolution was NHovember I,
when the Russians attaclked the sleeping Budapest,
One could not really expeet great many changes. What one actually
expected were the step by step changes, the direction of the
development of a more liberal period., From the very fact that
fiery speeches were held in the Petofi Circle, one expected a
gradual change., Such change would take plac8 wlthin the Cammnist
Party, not fram the outside, but fram within, not a violent over-
throw of the Party from the outside, but rather a grafual internal
change .

Ho one had actually dreamt of getting rid fully of Commmnism,

That was really tod much to expect.
Practically everything that had taken place in the ecomomical and

political life of the country has led to the Revolution. The Revo- ‘

lution bec¢ame a possibility at the very moment when pecple could
talk and criticise things in general, The most important factor
was the fact that the pedple had a chance to voice thelr opinicns
and that they wanted changes.

Speeifically the econemie ¢ircumstances under which the pecple
lived, the low szlsries, the unsatisfastory working conditions,
the low wages MX led to the Revolution. Politically the jecple
got completely fed up with the constant lies and with the fact
that ‘I:'-I:H}.r thmulvn mur& told to lie and they could not tell the
iﬁ‘iﬂ;‘h! m be:dpu L*ﬂrquls? fed yith the various propaganda
slogans. They had to act as if they had enjoyed mryth:lm
Finally they god fed up with everything.
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Before you could arrive at a Revolution, you have to go through
certain events and develaments., As I have sald earlier, the
Revolution was the result of Iam long process, After the process
reached a certain point, events followed very swiftly. I personally
@id not belleve that a Bevolution would break out when it did.
Looking back on it with the benefit of hindsight, I would say that
it had to break out whem it did. There was samething of a revolu-
tionary dynamism, a spirit which got hold of the people. You just
could not wait tlll the next day.

The Revolution had no specific leaders. Therefore one cannot
pay that 1t was or could have been directed,
I don't think that there was a definite or predetermined aim, Of
course every revolution has certain general aims, The Hungarian
Fevolution drew upon the 1848 Bungariun Re®volution and it also
viflized perhaps some of the ideas of the French and the American
revolutions, But beyond these, there was no single definite goal
in mind, What one might say is that thumua.ﬁtmnd in the
direction of utter human rights and civil liberties, independence
and nevtrality for ® Hungary., But the whole thing d4id not stext
out with this. Any of the demands submitted originally by the
University students ¥ concerned the abolition of the hated DISZ,
a Commmist youth organization. Chronologlcally perhaps one of
the last demandes was that of neutrality for Humgary.
The question has been answered under I a,
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(4 ¢) Maybe there were certaln differences, perhaps in regard to timing
and speed of action, These demands supgmitted by the Freedam Fighters
were not MNazl or Fasclist demands as frequently characterized by
the Commnista. These were demands put forth by the people as a
whole. If there were any Faseists, their mumber was insignificant.

(4 4) Everybody wanted a real democracy in Hungary. People wanted to get
rid of the Russians, The only difference of opinion was in regard
to timing. Some people perhaps did not dare to utter their views
at a particular time. Apart fram this, they were all wmanimous
that they wanted real democracy. XENH

(4 e) As I have said already earlier, the people were against the whole
econamiec and political setupX, The lack of free elections, the
nonexistence of politiecal parties., In perticular they were against
the suppressicn of the freedom of speech, freedam of assenbly, and
other demoeratic freedoms and human righte. The political parties
which nominally were still in existence, had no prabtical signifi-
cance. For instance, Istvan Doby, a former member of the Smalle
holdera' Paﬁy,ﬂ under the Commmists was a member of the
Presidential Couneil, E algo addressed as "Comrade." I think
thls Ainstance indiecates the type of politiecal party freedom that
they had in Hungary prior to the Revolutlon.

(4 £)  Apart frem human righte and politieal freedams, people wanted free
travel, free Western contacts, wanted tTo renew their cultural
sontacts and association with the West, I personally had not been™
able to read anything written by Western agthors for the past tem yes
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I BuUppOSe, ......rights and freedoms, free elections, the slogans
of the Hungarian, French, and American revolutioms.

This was not defined by the Revolution. HNational independence
meant "Russkis go home," What would have developed fram the Revo-
lution ie of course another question.

Perhaps it did not start like that, but actually this was just =z
mask. In reality, the Revolution was anti-Camumnistic fram the
very begimning. &

There were two kinds of Caommnists. The demoecratie, or liberal
faction of the Party and those who followed the old Stalinist line.
The former would have been willing to camply with the people's
demands. They would have even been willing to permlt free lll'ﬂtiﬂll-!
They knew, however, that the Commmists had lost out in Hungary.
They knew that they could not win in a truly free election and they
knew that they must start all over again, that they would have to
proceed in a different fashin, peacefully, not by force. They

knew that the new party that they would establish of liberal
Cammnists could not be a succemsor to the Hungarian Workers' Party,
thet 1s the Communig Party. In other words, the demecratic
Commmists ,ﬁa?hu 1iberal faction of the Commnist Farty, wanted
to establish a new party and they supported the revolutionaries in
their demand for a free election, The Stalinists, on the other hand,
supported the restoration by force of the old cppressive system

and of the exploitation of the paople. |
T am sure the Revolution would have been successful. All the demands
of the people would have been fulfilled, free elections would have

been held,
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I think the answer depends on when, At the time when the Rakosli-
elique was in power, definitely yes, After the success of the
Revolution no one would have been satisfied with a development

like that in Polamd. ™Darn it, we had enough of that." TIEEE
There were no careerists so far as I know, but of course you dan't
read the people's minds.

The Stalinista. Apart froan this there were some people who were
afraid, pecple who had compramised themselves, as the saying goea:
people in glass houmes should not throw stones. Actually not every-
bedy in the AVO was fearful of what would happen to them if the
Ravolution were successful, Meny people in the AVO were mm
They had nothing to fear, as they played no part in its politiezl
persecutions.

Naturally I did not participate personally in the Revelt. Omnly on
one occmsion was I present. I have witnessed the demonstration
pefore the Stalin statue in the evening of October 23. I was visitd
my cousins who lived in the viecinlty of the statue and I have geen
atm;acruudgathurmthummarﬂmwtmuhpnlhdiuﬂll
of people, Same of them climbed up to the statue, put ropes around
it, photographs were taken, speeches were held, the Hational Anthem
wasg sung, plus a lot of yelling, shooting, and screaming, After
people had heard that there was sghooting going on before the Radilo,
many of them left,

The situation was rather econfusing. You couldn't very well tell
what was going on., The radio said that only hoodlums participated
mtmlhﬂuting.buhallnmalImlﬂgnuﬂintuﬂnltﬂlt, it
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was quite clear that this was not just a2 shooting by a few hoodlums,
but an actual revolution,

I have stayed hame most of the time and listened to the radio.

A few times I went outside to see what was going on.

The fact that I did not participate in the Revolt follows from my
personal background, I =zm not a militant type. I don't like to
participate in actual fighting.

There wasn't anything like that, You either were of those who did
the actual fighting, or you were anxiously watching the events.

One might get a bullet in one's head., Apart from this, people

did not ponder too much, The wuestion is too academie., TFeople did
not think or consider what might happen later to them, that their
involvement might later be personaslly benefiecial or disadvantageous.
No one thought of these in those tiges.

Nothing.

As I have stated; I have participated only in the demonstration
before the Stalin statue.

There was very little fight in our distriet. I lived on the Madach
Square, Only a few Freedom Fighters were fighting on Russian tanks.
That was all I saw,

I haven't seen, bhut I have heard that Russian tanks took many
Hungerians slong to Parliasment Suuare, so that they could demonstrate
in favor of the H revolutionary demands. !
No., :
I have seen dead bodies and wounded,
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(8) Does not apply.

(9 a) I partieipsted only in the demonstration on October 23 befere the
Stalin statue.

(9 b) My strike conaisted ini my réfulal te go to werk in the Céntral
Research Instituteé for Physics where I was émpioyed. It was only
toward the énd of November; or the beginning of Decenbér, wheén we
started to go baek to work again.

(9 ¢) Mo,
(9 a) Ho,
(9e) No.
(9 £) HNo.
(9 g) No.

(9 h) I stayed home most of the time.

(9 1) I am not a militant type.

(9 j) The peasants gave their wholehearted support te thé revolutiohary
cause, They were sending loads of food supplies to the city of
Budapest, It 1s the irony of the situation that finally the worker-,
peasant allianes had beeame a réality, something that the Commnists™

wanted so much, the unity was finally achieved. Only this time
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listened to the radio. People also passed on news, but mostly

about stories that would scare you.

It is herd to say, becsuse only a few issues appeared during the
Revolt. There was for instance the Jlepszabadsag, a seml-Cammmist
paper which Tried to slow things down. One day articles would
appear in it with strong Stalinisnt undertones, still the articles |
would support the revolutionary aims., The former Communist paper,
the Szabad Nep, ceased. XIHSEEX Above all, same of the old Party pape
like the Kisg Ujsag and the Nepszava were recast (?). They gave
obJective accounta of what had taken place. In addition you had the
Irodalmi Ujsag and a nunber of University papers, some of which
were mimsographed, In quality the latter were poor.

lMostly ¥RE rumors were cammmicated by word of mouth. People talked
gbout the FINEGEEL fightings,what the Russlans did, what had taken
place,

Yes, I did. DMNostly at home. it crueial moments during the Revolt
I listened to the Budapest Radio, otherwise I also listened to the

Radio |
BBC, the Voice of Amerieca, and/Free Europe. As far as the events |

in Bungary were concermed, we recaeived the informations from the

Budapest Radio., If I was interested in foreign comments, I would
listen to the foreign broadcasts. After the Revolution had been

succepaful, of course you could read everything in the newspapers
and you eould listen to the free radio stations in Hungary.

The telephone was one of the most important means of coammmicatiom, |

People called up each other to tell what happened in thelir district |
and to find out what happened in the other districts. The telephone |
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gervice was excellent. It funciioned zll the time,

Eefore the Revelt the Western radio broaficasts were quite important
in terms of gathering mews. Alsco the Irodalmi Ujsag carried
intersting news. During the Revolution the Budapest Radio and
newspapers were the most important. In regard to local events in
Budapest the telephone was the most important means of commmieation.
The radio and the newspapers covered mostly natlomwide eventa,

that is the telsphone served as & means for commmicating the lowal
news . -

Most of them disintegrated.

High Party functiomaries disappecred. Party centers ceased to
exist. Nothing remained of the old Farty organization, So far

as I know, most of the Party merbers at the Research Institute

of Physics where I worked were the supporters of Inme Nagy. During
the Revolution a Revolutionary Councll was formed and many people
cpposed the idea of admitting any former Party members.

The police Jolned the freedam fighters.

The AVO was disbanded, It wasn't too strong in terms of arms and
amunition. It had only smaller weapons and guns, but 1t could
not stand up against the Army.

So far ap I lmow, nothing happened to the courts. They were not
IEXHE affected., Time was too short, The Revolution wented an
independent judiclary.

The Army joined the freedom fighters.

T EEDONENE Those in high positions in the old trade unions
viere eliminated. The workers formed workers councils,
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(11 g) Revolutionary councils were formed in the loeal govermment and
in the mmnicipalities,

(11 h) The:time was too short, Only a few key positions in a few ministries
were filled, .' : b : L TeM A

(11 1) Some church leaders got out of prison, but befere too much eould
have been done, the Revolution was defeated.

(11 j) In brief, all political institutions collapsed., Unpolitical
institutions remained. Of course the time was too short to work
out the details. People weren't interested during the short time
in the non-political institutions or in what would happen to them.
There were other things which they considered much more important.

(11 k) Ho old institutions were utilized as sueh. Military units were,
of course, used, but not so much in the old form but rather in a
new cne, I believe the same would apply to the police, though there
was such a thing as a unified Budapest police and the Freedam Fightem
made use of that organizatiom. |

(11 1) The revolutionary workers councils. In addition, many new and old
pelitical partiesn emerged and they were trying to establish i |
revive counterparts of old institutions, |

(11 m) The workers councils finally fulfilled politieal funetions, They
were headed by a president. There was a revolutionary woriers'
counell of Great Budapest. They were organizing mass demonatrations.
They were representing the demands of the workers vis a vis the
Govnerrmet. The counclls were elscted by the worlers and were
controlled and directed by the workers.

(11 n) I think the same kind of goverrment as that of 1945. It would have
been & coalition government of natiomal unity and free elections
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would have determined the actual structure of the govermnment.,

It would have been a democracy for the demoerats.

Yes, I saw Soviet troops at the time of their withdrawal from
Budapest. They were scared to death,

Same of the Red frmy men joined the revolutionaries. This refers
especially to those who were stationed in Hungary at the time arl
the outbreak of the Revelt. Troopa which were brought into Humgary
efter the outbresk of the Revolt were coapletely ignorant of their
vhereasbouts. Once they found out that they were in Bungary, they
were scared to desth. They were told that they were in Berlin,
in Paris, or at thes Suez Cansl Tighting the German Nazis, the
imericans, and so on, Some of them locoked at the Danube and they 1
thought that they were at the Suez Canal, Many Russian tank units
came from Eastern Germany through Czechoslovakia into Hungary.

They came through blind guidance all the way and they didan't have
the foggiest iden of where they were. liany of these wunitms were
entirely demoralized and they were not relizble fram the Russlan
point of view. They had to be transferred practically every two
weeks, If they had stayed long emough in Hungary, the whole Russian
Army would have ffallen apart. Ap far as the Revolution was nnnnurnué
nostly those Rusnisn units Joined the freedan fighters which were
ptaticoned in Hungary or had been station in Hungary at the time

of the Revolt,

Personally I didn't think so. Kor did I think that they would
attaek Budapest after their withdrawal, I was convineced that they
did so many stupld things in the past that they would not crowm
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thias with an even greater stupldity, but then I saw that there was,
or could be, such a high degree of stupidity that they could not
Teach,

i do not kmow. Frobably most of them got on the planes ¥E right
away after the outbreak of the Revolution.

I don't kmnow,

Eefore October 23, the influence of the Soviet authorities in
Bungary was paramount, They were amipotent in every walk of life.
You could not see the Soviet authorities around because they were
working behind the scenes inthe ministries, offices, and elsewhere,
I have heard that there were muny Soviet experta inm Budapest.
During the Revolution the Russians brought in about 200,000 Soviet
troops into Hungery.In additlon the Russian leaders Mikoyan and
Suslow were negotliating with the Hungarisn Government, The whole
thing proved to be a decelving trick. After the defeat of the
Revelt, thelir influence became just as complete as it was before
October 23. Perhaps to same extent the form has been changed,

but the Commmist influence and the parsmount interest of Russia
remained the same, -

The Commmist system of /inspectionE amd supervisionE and spying

and suppression is besed on the faet that the people wouldn't dare
to move. It is bzsed on the one by one elimination of its opponents.
If you pingle out a few people and eliminate them, this would serve
as a dreadful example and the rest of the people wouldn't dare

to move, However, when the mass is on the go, you can't stop it.
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You can no longer use the individual singling out, the individual™
method &f eliminstion. You must resort to arms in order to be
gble to put dowm the masses.

Following the de-Stalinizationf efforts of the Kremlin, the
very bellef of the Cammmists in their whole dogma was shaken in
its foundations. This swayed not only the whole political system,
but its coneomitant, the inspection system =s well., People started
to talk a little bit more freely =and as 2 result everybody was
becoming more and more restless. Thus the system of individual
elimination could no longer operste. The people were all united
in their aims and they expressed this unity. Hence the enly way
in whiszh you could stop the masses was by the resert to armma.




