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Question 1. The most important thing I should like to
emphasize in ordsr to dlspel a basic |-*.i.aunnﬂ‘apt1nn of |
foreign observers in connection with Hungary 1s that the [
Hungarian rneonle ha¢ never been Commun' ets., That inoludes
mpst of the reglstered membefe of the "ommunist Party. Even
these peonle use thelr membershin as & ggmafteuge camouflase
to hids certaln faults 1n thelr social or mnolitical background,
or simnly to secare their Job, esrecinlly those in better
poeiltions, or Yo secure better galaric: for themcelves fap
and thelr fam.lies, It 18 a real miracle how such a system
could have baén kept in existence whers practically nobody
belleved wkat he was rroclalming in nunlic, Not even
Comrmunists of the highest ranks, Evan those were often
gecking the Sood wlll of some survivors of the former
feudall:tioc g¥ eystem,:n order to securs theilr own exlstencs
for a -ossible turnover. (I knew perscnally such a protegy
of Mirieter Zoltan Hﬁn:f&uung employee in his ministry was
the fon of a great land owner and form-r minister of justice,)
The greatest moral le-son of the ~scent develo nents is
thst Conmunism is least sultable to Sh- working classes.,
Wille other olasses were intimidated, :he workers were given
¢gome  ohances to express their diseati faction. The governmant

and narty observers didn't pay much at:ontion, nrovided the
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8omplaining workers kent on working, This liberal attitude
was understandsble if we think of the extreme need of labor
force in all these nostwar years in Hungary, On the other
hand, that led to the neouliar situation that, in Hungary,
the workers represented the reactlonaries, at least the
berbal reaction againat the government, That explaing
nartially the workers attitude during the revolution, The
main reasons xEx fhok kkitx sswmkey = of the dilscontent were
first cf f1l1l the finaneolal difficulties which were worse thah
ever, the lack of any entertainment, and the fake pronozanda
which tried to naint prosperity under deplorable reality.
Question 2. (a,b,e) The movemsnt which led to the
revolution, started right after the 20th Congresa of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. On this Congress,
Tito has been rehablilitated as a good Communist. It meant
for us the recogniglon of the national Communisfdm as onnosad
to the orthodox international Cpmmunism represented by Moscow,
This national Communism had much greater appeal in Hungary
than 1ts international “step-brother®, since most of the
agseribed
econoniec troubles were fpameeribed to the undesirable
Rugslan influence.
Furthermore, Khrushohev's snesch on the 20th Congress

ﬂﬂ? ‘H:'ﬁln the end of the 5%¥alin h, OCOrafdus]l deBtalinl.

elin-like -
zation undermined the power of the/fisiinkzed dlotators,
in Bungary the prestige of Rakosl. All that o—-ened the way
cf free criticism, Here, the writers took the lead lmmedlately,
Meetinze of the Petsfi Circle were the most effective
expressions of thls new open criticlimm., Thess me:tings
became extremely popular in no time, Igaru ago, only a

k-
few members attended the meetings, and the last one befors
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the revolution, the audlence filled two large rooms while
thousande were listening to thes speeches through loud
epeakera etanding on the street,

B, Stalin's death had no immediate influence 1n
Hungary excent that the strict dictatorship was somewhat
rdlazed, peonle found hope 1n the obvlious fact, that
Stalin didn't dle by natural causes,

C. The first government of Imre llagy wasn't narticu-
larly slgnificant for the later development., He became very
popular among the peasants because of hle liboral attitude
conoernlng colleotivization, and because he practically
canoellad the word "kulark® from the official vocabulary.

The circumstances of his resignation made him really ponular,
Has didn't confess his mistakes, he refused to apologlze, and
it was known that, on that price, he could have remained 1in
the movernment, That was the moment when 1t became obvious
what he was standing for. From then on,he was coneldered &
possgible leader of an eventual national Communist movement or
governmeant.

In zddition to the above statemente I would 1like to
quote a mopular joke in order to 1llustrate the great change
which fallowed the 20th Congress, 3?3 E;ﬁghﬁhn are the
worst rssctionaries in Budapest? 2.To quote last year's
llhlli.tll.thl Szabad lap.

F, iﬁ;ﬁf;hns gave the spark that ocaused the fire but
the fuel was ready.

G, The “ecline of Rakosl was acecepted with great relierl,
nobody 1like him thoggh CGero and Maroean ere objecte of mors
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hatred and desplse. Personally, I think, that Marosan is

the Dest equlpped politiclkm among them though¥ each of the
trio is better than anyone among the former opponents, I
think it wae a real crime on the nart of Ferenc Nagy and
other members of the emall holder narty to enter into
competition withRakosi and Gero without any ssrious nolitical
tralning or experience,

Question B 2

H, As T sald beffre after the 20th Congress.

I, I didn't expect anything spectacular, only tha skiw
8low evolutlon., On October 23, I left the Parliament Square
at 11:30, because I 4idn't think that anything serious might
happen, I heard the newe on the next morning, T still beliave
that Imre Nagy had a good ghance to stop sverything by declaring
that he took over the jovernment, Peonle had so muoh con-
fidenoe in himn,

Questior 3 (a,b) First of all the change of ideelogy. The
free oriticism. Vriters were aware of their new possibilitiss,
%E‘auu the seeds of a new ldeology, I rememher a few tiltles
and names whioh became popular, Ths best of them, "Why Do I
Rislike ii;ﬂi;i Kucgera?® by f@yula Hay. The "Irodalmi

Ujsag™ {ii::::iis Journal) was full of eimilar hidden or

open criticism of Communist ideals %ﬁf the actual politiecal
rituaticn, Some other names I ocould quote are the following,
Tlbor Terdos, Tibor Dery, Gyula Illréu. and even Pédter

Veresa ( the former minister of defense).
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caused
C. In my opinion,¥he outbreak of the fights was/faresd

by Gero's rde speech on Ogtober 23, Otherwise, nothing
gerious would have hanpened at that time,
Question 4 (a,b) The firet fighters had certainly no
definite goal or purpose, There were no leaderas, no
organized rebels, Host peonle weads *ranted & natlional
Communist government undor Imre Nagy, nothing else, The
firet fight booke out only as an answer to terroriesm.

(c,d) It is difficult to say, because of the chaotic
situation, but I don't think that people wanted anything
but the withdrawal of Rusalan troops and a neutral national
covernmant, at firet Communiat, perhape htar_ might have
become a coalitlon government.,

E, FRusslan influence, m'il oppression, hopeless
esonomls eituatlon,

F. Ha-nler existence,

G. Ti:?ra wvere many short-lived slcw ones born of the
momeht, E‘.él' « on the Parliament Square on Optober 233

Oltsak el a csillagot! (Switeh off the star!), referring to
the 1lluminated Cammamist star st the top of the Parlisment ‘s
dome. Most often heard call for action: Gyertek velunk
magyarok, ne essk bimeszkodjstolk! (Come om, Hungarians,
don't stroll sround aimlessly,) ’
Host of them were directedgzainst the Russians;
Akdrmilyen kedves vemdédg, tiz év utdn wntig elég! (Evem = truly
welcomed guest =i after ten years becomes a pest!) Minden

ruszikl hez adar Jinost e home
Tuss glm:% E&Fr vigye haza! (Russians go V.
g 51 t o¥ fourth day of the Revolution, the
r"h__‘-". S
idea became clear that the fightwgolng on\1s for a free and
neutral Hungary, similar to Austria, without any Western or
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Egstarr inflw-eonge, avantua~lyr n’ar - Tovernnent healel by
Tae “agl,=-by 5o moans nndor current Pomencd leny's leaferw
ship, His trin &2 Tionna, whothar — - vate op mgsoeted by
the . B, government, dld muchk harm |- the revelution., It
gegmec to prove -thay the inflvanes o' —hat ﬂnmmmia't_f.nnall
Fasel.lkt roachion.

Iy Tra rewpluti-n “anpme ~wadia s - Lialam-unint, I

gunricl Lo a fight Top national Cwortiss But under ke
inlluvenos »f Comounlst tarrssips Dec=ron entlrely znvi-

Oemzmnist,
Ji The g0 palled Comrunints ~he Joirod 4ha revolution
never were r=~l Cormunista, (Ina froe elesction the
Bonmu~ial party conliéu't Zet more st G5 of the Sotal
work anmrds, jras
Ks ot conlicaile.
L, "ithout Sovlet intervention the " tlonal Communiot
Sovernmert would lRavs boen farmed In lungary,
de  UOertainly, There woulfl hovs bee: 4 forvurd ston without
Slpocenec.,
“s Ther:s wero a fav niiviinals who - ted +s secure thely
o atatt'féﬂ X SreiSions, I eonl’ -1 name one, a

an exireciete
certain Joueeph Budds Lo headol/anextrandiEy groun 4in
Budapest, ( He wus enecuted wfier ti¢ pevolutior.)
O: Only those whose Job and existen:: fepenced entirely
on ths Ccmmuniat Zarty,
@estinn § (&) I Aldn't narticinate 1o the fighty I wae a
meribexr of the Natlonal Ouard assigned to the ®entral
Statistlecal ©rfice, This unit had fnzout 16 members *thoga
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lo prevenl
duty was to cuard the entrances of the bullding,disorders

in the immediate vicinlty and keep out all unauthorized
nersons, There were no fights around there when I was on
duty. I witnessed scattered scenes of the fighting;,
especially when I was golrg to or from my office,

aectica B (A) Tt 1s difficult to reconatruct the evente
chronologically., 411 I can say 1s that whenever I had the
chance I went to my offlce as usual . sed Then we spent the
evenings on the street wpon the advice of the rebel radio,
Thie way we pave some nrotection to tPu fighters, since the
:ﬁE and the Russians had ﬂlrtiuultiuaTdiatlnguiuhing the
rebels from the unarmed civilians. Besldes we would trane-
mi%t information, renort the situation to the fighters who
were hiding in sultable bulldings. &gg In general, peonle
were extremely helfiful to each other, even complete sirangers
willingly gave ihformation about the situation which was not
oustomary before, Otherwise, there w28 great confuslon,
you often had to take reruie in ce¥lars barely escapling
gome unaxpected shootings, The first nhase of the fights
wasn't too dangerous. The resistence of the Communists
and a&ghise fusslans wasn't well organized, I remebhber that
ons of the first days artillery and tanks of the Hungarian
ami‘;r'gn etationed at Eszergom M= were ordered to
Budavest to restore order, but they had no ammunition at
all, Usneequently most of them surrendered their tanks
and guns to the rebels. Hany of them Joined the fight
when tha rebels supnlied ammunition., I was nearby a
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scena when iccording to the uruwitnaunauf Russian colonal
led his armaored unit against Budapest, but vhen he saw the
unarmed orois on the streef he storned hils tanks and dis-
banded the inlt, telling neonle how he waes decslved by 3ﬁi
superiors, They told us, we have to fignt Faselst &rnd
Capltalist =-ebels, All I seze lg a orowd cf decent uraraed
workers, ani I am not going to shoot then,"--I saw myself
wvhen the taiks oontinued thelr march, though led by Funs-
arlan rebels waving the Hungarian flag, These were
tyolcal scenes of the first phase. By lovember 1 our
office resursd routine work,

(B,)fMy Ldea was that we cannot win by fighting the
Russlan army, thoughf I baliavtaln the poesibility te
defeat the “ungarian Com unista, the Ave =nd their
political ﬁepanﬂnniﬁ. Then a new and strong national
governtent Sould successfully plead for the withdrawsl
of the Ruselan troops. Therefore, I did ny best to
pugtalin order, to work as normally as nossible,

(o) Twrough radio, through posters, through my
office,

(D) 1 didn't think much of the consequences, .
was in no roeition to stop the fightings und the firuet
phase I believed that no serious consequences might follow
except that the new overnment as “ell as the Bussilans
will be corvinced that the nrevious situatlion canntt be
sustained zny longgr.

(E) I dlan't thinlof it,
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(F) As I sald, I was one of the pu rds of my office,
besides I was aleo a nember of the Revolutionary Gouncil
in my offlice,
Question 7 (A) In order to organize ths confusion, we have
to drav e 1line with llovember 4, Thers ig a great difference
of character between the two phases, “efore llovember 4,
the fights were directed against the AVO m emall
section of police,, Russiana were less significant, They
entered the fightsrhavarnl inEtaﬂﬂ&J:Ehnpp!d gso0on, some
of them joined the rebels, soma of them surrendsred their
arms, a few of them withdrew !IE-HH less dangerous
placeg, After November 4, new Rugela® troops were the
enemy, In the first phsse, I saw only scattered shooting
between the young rsbels and AV@s, I cannot renort many
detalls because I usually went to hides 1n cellars or
buildinzge fﬁ:::t I yagl surprised by cuch scenes. The
gecond »hase wae more dangerous, We were all hiding in
the cellars, Thess new Bugslan troop: were nose mernnﬁu‘
They reoneated all the horrors of 1945, exeept what they
did to women, (Thls time thersewas no infantry, it was
dangeroug to leave the protection of thelr tanks, therebre
they couldn't ﬂ women,) Once when I made a desterate
attempt to get some bread for us, I have seen a tank unit
demplishing a huge conorete apartment house, althouph there
were no flghters there, and all the tenants were nrobably

hiding in the cellar, Obvlously ther: was no reacon to

demolish the bullding, but the morbld nleasure of destructicrn.

&nq I haard of even more horrible instances, I hate to tall
of it,
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(B) I 6id, as 1 already told before. (Sge Question 6.A.)
(8d I éian't see any, but I heard of three cases,
In all these cases the viotims were AVOs kho tried to reslst
firat m some of the rebals and surrendered only after
they sam themselves ocutnumbered h;r_th-a rebels, One of them
%k plokad up the child and was % a 10,000 forint blll
of feriny it rurfm gafe pondunet., That snraged the orowd
even more; the workers never sav such a bill, Thar"‘ﬂ'pectm!
thot ths AVOs %@ nald fabulously, There was the nroof.
0f oourse, the man couldn't escape., -- Apart from such
goatterad caces, the rest of the AVOs and high ranling
Communist pz were collected in prisone for latersw. trials,
(L) I don't remember anything atuwksd else,
Wuestion 8 liot aprlicable. -
usstion 9 (A) In a few demonstratlons,
(B) Yes, we didn't work In the office although
ve anpeared regularly.
(C) Not personally.
(D) Y¥es, in the office and a fey times on the
streets,too.
(E) Yes, I was painting rosters in Russian
asking them to stop the fight against the Hungarlan people.
(F) Yes, I was a menber cf the Sevolutionary
Enunﬂ'.l of my offlce, particularly of uLn Commithes of
Adnission, though my activities were limited on acoount of
my guard doty.
(G) I ean't add anything olse.
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(H,I,J) Uét applicable,

Question 10 (A) For a few days thers wdre no newspapers,
The laet number of the Bawxk Szabad !fp appeared on Ostober
4% 24, It was only one page stll]l aignificant for 1ite
contents, It ﬂlmi:lh{tmthl revolution is the revolution
of the workers, the/wisBams and publighers pledged Shelr
full supnort and promised never fto write agalnst the
revolution whatever its outcome might be. (They kept
thelr word, The Communists had to start a new paper
after the revolution with a nev title and new editoriil
gtaff,) After that, the first revolutlonary paper was
published on QOotober 28, if I remember well, It was
nrobably the E5Ewe” Igazsdg. It was soon followed by

ten or fifteen others, I cannot tell the names, but I
know the people were reading them !?:n 17.

(B) It is Aifficult to make any comparison, One
couldn't read the napers systematlcally, one picked up
thos g which were avallable. All of them tried to be
as rellsble as oclroumstances permitted, I think, none
of them was party organ, Pm af rolitics were neglected
in genergl, except the unmasking of ths Communist Party,
There was nlenty of news about that every day, e.g. Rakosi':
atom proof shelter, the underground prisons (one of them--
I think near the Pérosi SzimhéF-. couldn't be reached
before the Russilan attack.), eta,

(€) It is hard to say., lews spresd very rapldly
by all means.
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(C) Yes, more than ever before. First of all radio
free Eurcpe, That was one of the best sources of information
during the revolt. Rsceptlon wae excellent without the
usual interference, While the Hungriafn radlofs pave too
much musie and scattered information, Radlo-Free Europe
gave a genergl review of the situstior each time., I was

1lletenirg to other foreign statlone too, the Volce of
America and RBC, Reception wasn't alvays as good as
Radlo-Free Europe, {L"’“i" --especlially the BBC unmﬂa to be
highly objective, rellable and sober,

(E) There were some interruptions in the telephone
service. There were one or two days =hen thers was no
service 2t all, nphonees of lese importent individuals were
disconnscted, though never the phones of physiclans,
officers, hospitals, ete, My phone wzs aleo disconnected,
though after my nroteestd, it was »nut 1lrto service again. It
wans an loportant source of informatior. Einnn'qunaw that
tho central control apparatus was deatoped we could talk
freely., Long dlstance calle includin:s foreign calls
were also poseible. That was a great helr,

(F) I think the BBC wasthe most regular, most reliable and
objective source of information. Paris was barely
audibles, The Voice of America wasn't informed in detalls.
Free Eurcpe wasn't sufflciently oblective. When, acocording
to my ozinlon, the revolutlon should “ave stopped (i.e.
after the Russian attack of November 4) Badlo-Free Europe
was stlll instipating further resistarpce., A few days barura.ﬁéig

I heard myeelf, the quutﬂtinn‘: Vl'h:qu Scis Hlmlnn‘ 3 led
vietoriam ubi nescis,
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referrirpg to the sglor advance of the revolutionary forces
to take over the political power,
o, we were informed through ﬁ":mdin, especlally through

Freo Europe radio,

Question 11 (.\) Party leaders were transfered to a prison on F4-Utea

\B)

{ﬂain street). They were released b, the Conmuniste after
November 4, The president of the fertral $tatistical

@2f1ice and our party secretary were 'n this prison, I saw

and heard myself that nothing happercd to them, The Hungarian
Workers Fart;r ceased to emlat with tlie outbreak of the
ravolution, !low has a different namn, Pmrf:ﬁi::;. and
other buildinge were to be used for ..partments, but these
plans weren't carried out. Otherwle: the party was sub-
jected to the general rationallzatlon of all services.

The esployeas of the party center were dlamissed, except

about 30% of the original number, D.smissed employees
received threefd months salary. _ d

The pollce retalned its original orgainlzation, :'E:h!-tp
turn:‘cm the rebel's side under order: of Colonel Sandor “ITJ:!E!;

(executed by the Communlsts after th: revolution).
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Some members of the AVO wsre in prison (1 ¢amink about 10%).

Others were hiding. In my neichboshood, Ghore 1ived a ?mupia,
both of them employed by the AVD; sveryl~dy knenr that?ﬁgpthingg;-
haﬁpﬂned %o them, ' o
I don®t Inow anything zbout that.

The whole army Joined the rebgllion, Thay tore off
Communiat ineilgnia, replocsd witnﬁ&ji onnze, scmevires aven the

ﬂlfi 1.1I'J"'_f33"5.ﬂ Pﬁﬁ‘ﬂ:r:j:"‘.frln

Hothing important,
’jﬁg
Ratlonalizaticn, urnecossary pollitlsli onlogess wers diemleesd. & 08

Ing a few instaness, th: old szpserts and ilxadere replagaed the

Communista who had not the neecesscyy .Lility or educ hiong B LA
(In ny nasive town, the Temmuniat chaimp:n of the 01l Counedl 4

wase previously a worker in melon gardens: z2ugh reople werd
replaced by thsir predecessors, )
I don't know much about the generzi siiustion, but 25 an

example, I can report exackly whai nenpened in my office

(Centrcl Statistical Office) which falle within the same i

| &)
catagory. Ths chelrm™f, six or seven diviglon chisfe 1rere R
disnissed immeclately. Employess of the Personnel Offies and .ﬁﬁﬁﬂ

the 2ivision of Confidertial Cases were sloc dismiesed, some

of these amplcfaas, howexgver, were vecornsrded for transfer,
Two of the 3ivision chiefs were glso recosnended for less
important positions., The ?1ea—ﬁhairman (Bele Fazekas) was

AR
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retalned in hig position, An employee with 40 yearn of
gervice, and an excellent service record, bsocame the newy
chalrman,

I'm 2 Protestant therefore I'm tolking Pirst of all i about

the situation in the Reformed “aurch, E.\.ehaw
previoual)y confined to seclusion in Leanyfalu, returnsd to
Budapest and took over the leadership of hir church, Bishop
Albert Bereczky, -~ installed after the removal of Revasz,
probably under some pressure of the Party or attach:d oirelss,
though m*:/;rf::‘:f wag supposedly on slock lesave and he was
asked to conslder resignation 1f he couldn't beoar the burden
of his posi.tlon. In general, Bishop Bereozky wét a nhrewd
polliticlan, He dldn't cooperats formally with ths regime,
though he did his best to avold conflictz with tle Party.
Prieasts wio became objects of political controversy and attacks,
were transferred to less important or less sxposst positions,
Hs never opposed ‘Ehufg;avg ;ig?ntmin way he saved muny clergimen,
and escaped open attacks against the Reforwed Churci, Hisg
snooth pol.lcles however were not populér among the msmbers of
hle congregstion, They expected couragsous oppositicn, The
stand of Vardinal Mindszenty won many admirers among irotestanta
too. Consequently the influsnos of the Catholic Churel was
growing constantly, insplte of the faet that many priee.s were
perseocuted, imprigoned, many parishes renained without lesder-
ghlp.- The situation was even worse in the eastern diocese of
the Reformed Church (Tiszantuli Pﬂlpokst.{gh w&zgﬂar,
Bighop Janos Peter was ounsted by the church after the rebelli:-




(113)

(11x)

(11 1)

(11m)

109 940 PRETEST SECTION R JB os |7

a8 a collaborator, - All the deans promoted during the
Communist domination wers, at least temporarily, suspended,
The peace priests of the Cathollc Church ware alqghjinmiulud.
(I remember only the name of ‘-}?Far Ehlgﬁc
Affairs wae dissolved in order to end official interference in
church affairs,

It 1s hami teo give & comprehensive aocouilt of what happened,
In general organizations which were direotly derendent on the
Party, e.g. AVH, were liquidated, others wsre re-organized,
Firat of all tha Voluntary National Defeiga Assocolation
(Magyar Onkéntes Honvaedelm! Szovetség). £ think basically
this organization has been reorganized uidser the name of
Freedom Fighters Assoclation. The first weapons of Freedom
Fighters cane from the supplies of this iefense organization
and the young fighters used methods which wsre taught by this
organlzatlon,

ghﬂ Hungarian Boysaout Assoclatlon was r3establisghed, A new
Beasants Assoclation was set up,

The Workers' Councils replaced the dirsoiors of the feotorles
dnd took over diract control of the Peracnnel Offices., The
members ware seleoted among the workers -y seoret ballot from
& 1limited m number of oandidateds, Such elections were
suggested by the workers of one of ths major industrial plant:
though I cannot remember by which one, T[he Central Workers'
Councll was formed several days later, i:is members EEFB
probably reprecenting the different branches of iml-n(rp,. I am
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not familisrmk with mx 1te organization. I only want to

point out, that 1t followed the local orpénizations and it

was dependent on them rather than dirueting and organizing,ths:..
A neutral temporary government with the esole task of cohductingz
a new and completely unblased general elections,

Of couree, I have seen plenty of thum,

We have to distinguidsh two phages of the fights before and
after liovember 4, beacause these pharse ﬁ a striking difference
in the attitude of the Soviet troopas. Iii the beginning there
was a great deal of obvious confuslon among the Ruseians.

Most of the Tightinge which took plaze were results of
misunderstending. (e.g. 1t happened on the Barliameni Squars
that the members of the AVH were firingz on the crowd, and

some bullete hit Russlans who were standing by with thetr tanie,
they thought they were attacked by the crowd and of course
opened fire,) In this way, one could say, they used their
weapons in & self defense, and when thsy were convinced, :here
wag no needl for 1%, they stopped fighting lmmediately, and.-

as 1 said before - they became rather sympathetic brstandexa,
sometimes cotive allies of the Fresdom Fighters, Other troons
which wers ordered to opprees the Fascist and Capitalist
rebellion, started their fight, but as socn as they ‘ound
themself opposed by students and workers, sémilarly atopped
Tighting and often Jolned the rebellion.
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In the sepond phase (afte: November 4), the situation changed
radlocally, The new troops didn't know the Fungarians, they
weren't bound by ary affection to the pecple, Most of them
belisved to figh? Western Lmmommkmx invaders. They were
agking about “uez, Egypt and the channsl, These troops
repeated 2). the atroclities we had to suffer in 1944 and 1845,
exoept that there were lees robberies ani lese attacks upon
women, "@dause The Russeians were afrald leaving the protection
of trair %anks, and there was hardiy a:; infantry among them,
Otrarwise they mercilensly fought everybody and destroyed
everything wibbkin the range of their guns. I have seen myself
a tank wnit deetroying wodern conerete asartment houses,
apnarently for ths sheer pleasure of destruction, since the
housses wa'e all empty ani that seotion was alreedy firmly in
their hunds,

Yes.

I den't lmow much about them, A1l I know is that many of than
17ft Budapest in a grea; hurry, m-)f'#‘_h familles on a truck.
on lliovember 4,there were hardly any Russlan oivilans in
Budapest, )

(Missing in the Hungarian translation,)

I am spure they were orlered to leave Budapest to escape the
fights whion m followed after lliovember 4.

I would 1ik2 to add another turning poin%, 1.e, shortly after
the Twentieth Congress ¢f the Joviet Communist Party. Before
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that time, thewleadership and terror was more obwlous,
Vhenever the government was unable to break resistance or fto
liquidate somecns, the Ruesiana took over the ocase and
arreeted “hose who resisted (e.g. Bela Xovacs). Following
the Twentieth Congress, they were working behind the scenes,
There were hardly any arrests, trlals and other punishments
exeouted directly by the Russelans, hardly any open interferencs
in Hungarian pelitical 1life or sconomic matters, - In the firast
phase of the revolution, they had only seoondary role., Ihen
the revol’ appeared to be succeasful, 211 Soviet influenca
vas eliminated, - After November 4, the Pussians ruled in
sverything through Janoe Kadar and hie se-ocalled government,
Hungary bocame a Soviet colony in worse sense of the word,

The collapss of the Soviet and Communist apy system was no
miracle for those who knew the system intimately, I only knew
the situation in my office, but I am sure that thisx is &
typleal oas2 which might be applied to other organizations
as well, I personally knew several informants in my offipe.
llone of them were true or convinoed Commnists, All of them
made once a grave misgtake, they epent weeke or months in
prisons undsr the well-known pressure of threats, tortures,
dnd anxlesiss, Finally they were given ths cholce sither the
torture goes on, or they 8ign a statement by which they were
obliged to repcrt the behavior of their co-workers, If they
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had a family, they usually signed the statement, and they

send their routine reports to the AVH, DBut these reports

had apparently no velus for them, Whila I worked at the

Central Btatistical Office, nobody was arrested or questioned

in consequence of such demunciation, I Bhink at least 70F of
all the informants fell under this catagory - I know furthsrmore
that all the teachers had to write reports atout thelr puplls,

In some cases these reports were drawn up in the classee,
consequently they didn't contain any secret information. -

There were naturally AVH members among the snployees; those

were well-known and nobody spole freely in front of ther, -

That 18 one reason why the Party and th2 Russlans were not
well-informed. The other reason is that there was aotually
nothing to be reported. There were no organlzations ox movements
leading up to the revolution, That came absclutely sportansously
without ary preparation, planning or ocollaboretion,

On December 14, 180686,

Many employecs of our office were dlemiseed, only 400-5C0
employees were retained of the origlnal 1000, I thought that by
the next turn of 'ulaaning:, I might be among the dlsmiesed,

liot openly, thoush I had to get information about Xlm poselbilities,

ways and means, how one oan get to Austria, There wers some
private enterprisersa who organiged such groups on reasondable
prices,
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Yes, 1 was suprosedly going on Christmas vacatlion, besildes,

it wes one of my offlolal duties to supervise state farme
which had important food production, and there were such farms
in the neighborhood of Sopron, This way, we arrived safely in
the vicinlty of the borders. Then we chose to eross near Lake
Fer4d, whare we had to oross a narrow channel, We also knew
that the Iusslan guards were withdrazm from the borders., In
general, “he Nuesians were withdrawm to thelir barracks, It
wae the time,when the Indian Commigsion was studying the
Hungarlan eltuatlon, the Ruselans did a1l they could to make %
good imprassion, (It was due to the presence of the Indian

Commigsion that the demonstration of women on December 4 endef
without Rueslan interference, When the "ussians captured one
of the denonetrators, the Indlans stood by and made plotures,
whereupon the woman was released,) This quiet atmosphere was
very favorabls to our flight, On the way to the channel we meb
other secapees. Oh the bridge, we met Hungarian army guards,
After shot bargaining and with a few prssents ( a Bwiss watch ané
about 500 {urint. per person) we mansged to convince them to led
us 2o,

I was sura to get to Vienna and from there I could get in
touch with my older brother who was alrezdy here,in the United
States, so I was confident that one way or the other I would
land in the United Btates,
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I was consldering the possibility of asking a transfer to a
gtate farm near Sopron and walt what will happen, But I
think, sooner or later I would have been compelled to leave
tha country, 17 I wanted to live in security.
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If T an thinidng In broad perspective I think 1t was useful, This uprising
han shown the world, asped ally the nsutral world, thw trus face of Communism,
It damoged #he prestige of internationsl Communism. Un the other hafid, if I
thipk from a strickly Fungarian poeint of view, considering the, 3,000
dscd, I don't know if 1t was worth that price.
Up tc November 4, I had been convinced that the uprising wounld be successful.
I believed In the success~ of a neutral government, most likely a Fational
Cormuniat governzent? let,e coalition government late=r. I didn't expect any
serious intervention from Russisn parte, not to mention the mercilesss oression
by which they ended the fight.
As ar Individcal 1 couldn't do anything elee. Only the United Stotes would
have been able Lo shange tha courss of !?lnt+y etonpling further ﬂght+u
Uetober 27th.
In Hungary, the Serror and oppression was worse than in eny other satallite
stete] holsing eonlitions and living standard in genarnl was aleo worse than
in the neighboring countries. Beyond that, the Hungarlan peonle had Miniﬁ-l:_.r
stronger desirss for freedom and independsnce than tha other satellite nations
That might be etessed by raclsl differences too. ilavbe Hungarians ares more
herd hsadsd, daring and,‘inmuluu.
imrs Hegy has§ accepted the tesk assigned to him by dostiny and by the peomnls,
but he hadn't eanugh initiatime. He was not a leader. rather he was led by the
peopls or by clrounstances. Sometimes he seemed to add reluctantly.
Tildy 1s al contem $ibls charagter—3Yela Kovacs is sn axpsrt in politics, he
vas reluctant to accept eny office, naybe he hes fores in the end,—Maleter
was the most popular leader, he was the first important mam to turn openly
against the Rusalans.--Bela Eiraly followed him.
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Ths hewo was E Malster,
(Qne. )Intellectuals and writers. (initiative). {Tén.] Studente were I irst
in setion. I wish to stress here that about 60 of the stwdents vers so-cd.ed
worker knde®, 1.e. children of workers or workers themselves, about 308 of
thenm came of peasant families and only 104 of cther orig'ns. ("hree.) Workere,
akilled or unsikilled equally. (Four) Soldiers. (Five.) Wiite collar peopls,
(5hx.)Collectivs formers. (Seven.) lmull-nhld,g pezsants.
Tes, T did expect it. Young psonls suffer more by the miseary ol ewry day
1ife. They expect more in life than the older generations. They yaed at
leact gbrighter outlook for the future.
The impulsivenanr of the students actions was surprising., ¥#em But for ghe
rest, I sxpected them to act that way.
As I glready ma'd, the initistive same & most entirely from the Petofi Cirecl.
The initiel criticlem vas & great surprise, further developments were the
logical comsequanzes.

The peasanis were the real winners of the uprising: there were no
compulsory deliveries for several months, export or asricultursl products
wes interupted for a long time, conesquently they counld sell nore on the
free market. They dldn't participate actively in the r@wu. but they took
more than their share by supolyinog food and fuel to the eities.
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I have been an employee of the Cent®al Statistical Office, more specifically

a statistliclan specizlized in ﬁ‘i prodoction.

My father was tt- grocary store clerk, nnw retired.

I have a long histomy from this point of visw.—Aftar the war, I went home

to Flakunkalas on September 16, 1945 and I started gardening in = rented
garden of about 3 acres., Gardening was ny profes=ion, since my father dtdn't
ellow mo to become a wilte o llar worker.

In August 1947, I had to give up this private busness and I jJoined

Civil Service an & gardener of tha State Tobacco Exchangs. Hers I had
difficulties very noon, becauass 1t became Jmown th-t my older BSORTE bLrother,

e Protestant clergymgn, is in the United States. In June 1549, my supervissr
vrote in my service esertificate thet my nresence is harmful to the unity of
the workers. The reason was that I was PTASAR pradsing the United States

too often.—Witk this remark on my recoru I couldn't get amny cther decent

Job. Thereforas, ] had to find waye and mseas to obliterate the record. I

bid @y service certificate, and I went to work for a farmer in Jaszenfandras,
who bad a private pursery gerden. Herd nobody mew ny background, and being
an agricultural worker, I could Join their union, the DNROSZ (Dolgavo, Pnrmta.’é’iuf
Foldmunkdsoky ai:mnau}. Belag "worker kadarf®, I got good recommencabions
frop the vnlon cfficlals, 2nd I had another ﬂhlnﬂ to join ecivll service sgzin,
in my profession. I asplied for a jJob at the E E‘udu.r.-:rl Ha.tinn-.l. ‘unﬁht".,-:-r:.
I ot sewersl offers, 1 chose Vestprém, being far enough from my native town.
From October 1949 T was working on the state farms until Jume 30, 1961. (In
tha weantime I got married on December 3, 1949). I have been the manager of

a 300 sere vegetable garden at &i;ctuninﬁrtun. when I was recognised by a
FPest—County, lmder-officlel. Hs asked sbout my brother and the United States

at a public meeting. I lmew that I would have to leave ag=in. Upon the advica
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end with the help of oy lmmediste sunervissr, I gbt a tranafer to a boiler
makcing company in Budapsst as & payroll clerk)(July ls, 1961). In a factory,
every emoployee was "worker-kader®, comsequently my record was whité washed again.
In Jen. 1952, I mngwered an advertissment of the Cenmtr:sl Stathtlnnl Office, anl
Bince T had good rogommandation,I got a Pob as an expert I.n gardening.

(3) Thot was the firet job I considered my nrofession, all the srevious ones were

only temjorary solutions to make a living or secursf the necessery qualifiestions
for sdvancement. In the Statistical Office, I felt the challenge of the vork.

The first time I had ineight into the real sconomic situstion of the country. Wk alf
with tmme figures, not those published in the sapere, and othar propagsnda
matarials. These data were handled as classified mate 1al and weren't aweilable
but for the hizheat gopernmant elrcles, or raother party cirocles. Since the
exzciness of our work was im-ortant, working conditi-na wers made ad good as
posaible, the uscal politieal interference war kept at & minimum,

(3a) I 1liked first of all the relative fwesdomis enjored in comparison to ot er
offices. Through my inspection trips I came in% tnugh with many people, I had
a chaace tome the situation in different parts of the eountry which was guite
imoossible in otker joba. Above all, I could® sea, =t least in my field, the
rez. iruth without the distortiom of Communist propag=nda.

(3v) It was diffieult to kesp the truth to myself.

(2a) I 11ked gerdening in gereral, though I was always afreld of the perty watehdogs,
on secount of my Brothsr in the United States. That nadas my life misarable and
insocurs,

(4a) I couldn't say how much my income was in 1946 oa account of the spectabular
inflation of the Pengd. I don't think enybody wold te able to gilve any fi‘i’&
for that period. Most ralariss wére fixed in goods apd services r ther then in

currency vwhich wae proctically without wmlue. I could zive my salary in Auogust
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1947 uhén the new curremcy was introdvcsd. That was 560 forint a month.

(4b) ip 1960 wos still 550 forint =@ monti.

(4c) In 1955, I had 888 1,680 forint plus 70 forint family allowance. The great
diffarence cannct bl att#ibuted entirely to my new position. It is slso due
to the new infletion whigh. sterted with December, 1951, when the government
snnounced the firet wap: and price ircksases. (If you went to get & good

plotare of the vage entl selary changes, 1952 should be includéd as a eriticel

Yyear.
(44) Ses the sbove fig.Ten.
(4e) pedustions: @@¢® 2% for pensica fund, 1% for trads union fee.
(4f) In my firet yesr in ths §taticiicel @rfice, I recelvedi poms Books and about

300 forints as pramium.

(42) 1 wrote srticisa in my fleld, though my wapsrs were voturned very aften,
beeenge I %could mot prove sufficlently the soperioriiy of sociallst economy."

(4h) A worker's averzgs income wns about 950 to 1,000 forint a month so my last
selary was about 50 to60: higher  than the average.

(41) With the exceptlion of L1562, I had sbout 200 forint leses tl2n party members
who hed the scme claspification, becesuse they alwiys recalvid premiums pEz

one way or the other.

(5)a g hourw deily plus 5 on Saturdsys.
(5b) 49 ne-re 2 week,
(Be) w08, 1t wasmn't Fi’;l‘.l. in officer, (1982 to 1964). Though from 1955 on,over

sie viis Sosied "i“iﬁﬁ coull be taken as sdditional vacation time. Vhen
I worked in €actories or on stete fnrms, I was paic for overtime worlk.

(5d) 02ficial holideye: Jen. let, April 4th, May let anc 2nd, Auggst 20, Hovembar
75h, Christmae dsy and Sunda 8.~1 had 18 days pald vscation and vhen I wee



Ho. 109 "AY PHETEST SECTION W JB 27
studying I had € or 12 additional days.

(5e) Workars had 12 daye vald 229988 vacation, and if thay were studying, 12 or 18
addislenal dayel

(51£) In 1953, schedule was kept very strictly. Employees reporting late to work,
had %o turn over theridentification card. The firat time, they were reprimandsd
by thd Party Sgeretary. The 2nd or 3rd time it was entersd into the emplores 'a
personrl record and that might have serlous conssouences in case of transfer,

promation, stc.

(Bg) Yos, up to June 1953, the zremiership of Imre Negy.

(sh) In the Statistical office, it wes not puni:hed. It was punished elsewhere.
it

(61) Thars were no norms for white collsr workers.—I thipk, thet £ le the self-

deception of the Communist system.
(5j-50) Not applicable,

(8396)a Not apulicable

) Tn the Stctistical 87fice, relatively good.

(9c) Office supply ard furniture was very good id the Btctistical Gffice. Ve

had American conputers, typewriters, etc. Other offices were not so well

supplied.
(6d) Not applicable.
(6e) Twonty minutee ty strestcar.
(7)a My co-workers were gm-rﬂl#oun; men, about 20 to 22; sbout 90% of them

were university graduates, the rest were still studying. !ﬂ of them
came from the lower middle class; nobody was wealthy. A family house
waee 2 mark of distinction.

(b) Thars was a noticesble distrubé between Comnunists end non~Communiste.-—
Tha division nhinﬂ{ﬂd. Commpniets) weres tight-lipped and kept albef. .
Otherwise equaln and suvericors wers on friendly terms.

(7e) Tsn. In my section, there were not any informers, except the section he:d

and he mia timid man himedlf. They wers only two party members among 10

employses.
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B After about ) yuar trisl friendship, eincerity smong co-workers wes
perfect.

liot necessarily.

Tes, I still keep up correspondsnce with some of tham,

Netulirally we discusced politice whenever we had a chance to talk frealy.

Tes, it ums rather lcore organizeation, though. All their sotivities wers
restricted to a monthly mesting.

Perty members advanced rapidly, higher positions wera held oxlusively by

Parjy members. They received more preni ams.

Apart from the contrcl mystem and propagands almost nothing. Everyone ried

ko keap aloof of the carty ms much as posnibla.

Nobody trusted the frade Union, since 1t was an orsan of the government .

Firet of all, the Union collectsd duss, then it organized recreation, eapacially
made reservztions for vaecation in goffernment owned homse =nd w“ places.
The liste of placemerte were rovised 3 or 4 times, at tha end 30% of the ap li=
cante couldn't go any«here for administrative Sowems. failures,

There were no changes at ail.

The lm:nililatinn €orslttese wars not independent. &11 thase committees wors
subordinated to the clfice administration.

There was no such thin: in my office.

4 reglly pood expert, if theré wna nc?nu to replace him, wes roted as *politidally
reliable", regardless of his background or actusl politicsl stend, (provided he
kept silent).

The above method was nlways ap.lied to neutrals . They were ratiéd "politically
reliable”,

By 2ll means. Everything was directed and controlled by politicians. Ixperts

g0t only second-r=te positions. There wus not a single minister who fod mad

been an expert in hip f1sld, Fven the stachenoviet vorcers got their title

marite
for palitical kmewledge (up to 95%)1

W
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No change,
Thers was no end to kader pcreenings——informern senf their yearly or monthly
raporte about the employess attitude—tha AVO .gent r=ported on spescial requests
about individuals, sometimes weskly—~Fortunately in our office, we knew all thene
AVO agents.
In our office, it was cnlled Revolutionary Couwrail, It was an HEMR® indspen~
dent organizatior. It was Intémded to functlini.m an idsal trade anion, a trus
repressntation of the employes "o intersstu.
They controlled the mansgement and personsl z/fadra,

= rw
As I apld before,I had (o change my Jobs in cyder %o * clean® ¥ /jithough I
cama from the working class and comsequently [ was cccaptable for any kind of
Jobe, I had difficultien on account of my brothar wh. was in thes United States,
Whenever this fact bedame Imown to o Communist officiy), who knew me and my
flamily I had to find waya and means to change my Jjob =nii hidethe record. As I
explalned before, that was slways possible if ome chz=ra( from a white collar
gob to ths so-cidled working "kader¥., Thst spnlles to evrybody, raﬁﬂhn ol
soclal or political background. I knew formar srmy cfficrs, landownews, who
vant to work at some inconsplouous places whare they Hﬂznm,ht aood ratings,
then worlked up themsalves to mcceptable positions. It was hsolutely naceseaty,
though, that nobody should kmow their backgrounds.
That depended on individosl elrcumstances, or personsl relatiqships. If some-

ons vas able to creszte a frisndly atmosphere® with the Communisi hoesee, he was

glmoet entirely fres to changs his job and pdwnce asccordingia -:lh Lies capabi-

litiee. Without the active hel- of such supervisers, it was almosti Tmpos.ible to

get a tranafer tc cther positions. Thers wers chly & few menlal woi:s which
warn open to pracileslly everybody, BH.g. mining.
My laat job satisfied completely my ﬁudrn@pm from the general di:ficulties:

That was oy field and I did enjoy my work.
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Yor re, profssslonal interest was the most importcnt factor.

Ho, 1 didn't changa from this point of view.

liot under Communist rule. Onme had to join the perty in order to be successful.
I don't think so. Most people firefer fecurity. Evuu under modest circumstameosc.
leot epplicable.

Baelcelly, I would do the same thing only more intens'vely, onm & higher level,
apending more time and money fof culturel emtertalmm:af, books, periodlicals,
thectre, concerts, ste.

I don't think I changed my mind. I have only one nev ldea about thim: I would
1ike to publish a Teally good Hungarien newspaper hsr: in the United States. It
is very sad to ses how many Seally ¢ ub~standard papers are published here for
Hungnrlans.

I bave to s=y “no), since I have dacghtefs only.

I vorked myself, my wife had only occasional Jobs on sccount of the children.

To 1llustrate ths situstion, I have boPB compere my ‘ather's family with my own.
My fother mipported a family of 4, end the family lived very woll om a grooBry

clerk:'s sglery wakkh wes certalnly lower than aversg: lnoose at that time. I

also supported a family of 4 and we had msny difficultles, allhough my salary

was 50 5o 804 higher than average.

tfe only had the minimus u#ine necensliting., My grootest sorrow was that I
gouldn't afford = decert apartment; we had to share !i with another family.

Cnly later could we get 2 dacent apartment.

See cusstion No, 4

110 to 160 forinis a month.

Housing was the zrsatest problem. Moat people, like :yself, were co-tenants
i.0. they fhersd an spsrtment with one or more femilisa. They had comnpnity
il tehene which caussd most of their troubles, empeci-lly when gas or othar
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fuele vere limited.

(%) I touldn't esy how much I speat for food, I kmow that ry eelémy was never
suTicientyto cover our nesdw. Fortunately wo rscsivsl good help from my
Brothsr who was here in the US, and from relatives who Lived in ths country.

(9h) 1 colilé sey thet I didn't spend aaything for clothing. 1 relled entirely
upon ®y brother's selp. To illustrate the sltustion, [ cen guote an official
sgiimate of what & family of four could afford in clotiing. They wers aupposadly
abie to buy a pair of shose ovary tio years for 200 forints a pﬂr.(ﬁnt the
chaepest pair of shoes wne sold for 300 forintes in ths stores), then every
10% years they could buy & heavy ovsrcost for 1000 forinte, (but the cheapast
coat was sold for 15006 Torints). I don't remember &iv f4igures for women's
clothdag, but I den't think that I need to say more stond the misery we had
to put up with.

(e1) What I could afford to buy I heve bought in state eicrim, the rest came from
relatives: I coulén't afford to buy anything om the bl..ck market.

(83) I apant about BO forint q:nnth for gas and elactirleli ==d 1000 for fuﬁ"%dj
I got eny. For Instance in 1556 I couldn't toy the noonseady emount. I
received through t he union some coal for about 400 foiting, (which wonldn't
1:8t tntll Chrlstmzs.)

(k) 7reld vas second only to housing among our probleme. (as and slectricity wera
vory of ten limited, but we had ab }ast somathing all ina time.

(91) I coaldn't efford = private doctor, I hed to use the T%hﬂ(ta#ﬂm-ﬁ
?/realislonbiztos{td KBzfont), S.o. the Gt=te Health 1-surence plan. TheTs,

I hed nothing to pay, at leadt theorstically. Practicclly, if one wanted to
hive 00d treatwment, L had alweye to oay comsthiog. It was sapecially

tmportefs in case of childbirth. If one wented to heawve @ physiclian to be nresent
ks hal to pay @t bim about 700 forint. Otharwise thire was only a nurse

rraieat and medical help,if needed, came too late. ZFerlides a private patient
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alweys got a bed 1a the hoepltal., Other patiente, not alwsye.

I h=d no particular advantages through my job. I rm:t-:vnd*’;li‘;:"‘thnn sarvicesn

which vers given to overy worker.

smoks

Alnost nothing, I don't M®¥ drink. We spent our vacations at our relatives’

homeejthat didn't sost anything, We went seldom to th: movies or thaatres,

becanso ve had mo time, T GMMMAS gnbscribed to o weekly,(Tartés Béke Jout this

was suspended in 1964. Later I could read the mnern lo my af fice. We also
had shere a good lihrnr:.r.*'au I could aveld such expenaes.

I dldn't spend anyihing eleoe.

Ho, I vesn't satiefied at all. Only those couples 1liv:i relatively well who
had 20 children and so both of them could work,

i “hink everybody wes exploited in Eungary, and every::dy was aweres of that,

Definitely. The wiole country was exploited.

By the government, aad through the purpet gowerpment, 'y the Russiana.

Apart Trom the chaazgs wvhich followed the 2nd Vorld VWar - new inflatlon wae

atartsd after December 1951, and was graduslly iscreadod ever since. Frices of

clothing mﬂ.ﬂﬂ?nri rolsed 3 timoa higher, while ws;vs were increased only

1E to 20%.

I was infuristed when we had to sign these lomns,

I Shink 2% it wes e great infiistice that Hungery had ;o may reparations., Hum-

gery's participation in World Wer IX wae forced upon tvr by Eitler through the

bedy of Frims Minieter Count Teleic , “hat 13 a well-known fact, s0 we ara

peying for the CGermeans,

Tea, eapeclally in 1952 and 1953, (Hvery day), later I vas oxsmpted because I

wves atodying.
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Ihare wafoo econsmic progress in Fuagmey eftor the wir, I think there was

mach Tather catnatrophic decline, espeelslly as f:1 as agricultuore la concernad.

I amnot agree with neny thircge.

Firet of all, the economic plaoning which was dlr=
respoctive mirdietrips, and even to a greater dsgr
af thks Commuaist Party. Uonrequently, local sdonc
wers not comn!dered. Everything was subordinatal
of the Farty, snd ths scononic interests of ths |
produce what tho Bussiacs nocded &t my glven mon
been rensonad.e for the couniry. Heyond tha%, b
espacially o2 & logcél level, and the Stachunovinal
production zll over the country. It produced :
lnwtesd of ralelag the outpuf.

Hetumally, ths mre-war sltustion waan't ideal =219
goglal olat of view. Rapdical reforxe wars nend:
foudsl gyetert. If soch gteps would have bean un:
navar have peined any ground in Bungery. Baceist
equelitles, the eomntry vn,s:?_:ruaperﬁuu and was on
Aa I eeid, tkere wan ne improvament at all. Evael

tas arvearroce of laprovement was onl$ a show o)

Agricultursn), wirksrs who beveme lendowners throy

Less income shan they had sell agriculiural worles

The Bhree-Fanr plan of 1847 -194% was =& peper ¢
liminary sdopigtrative woric took eo mach valusl
catabliahed norme weres never reached.

The followviags: Pive Fezr Plen was the same. Tho

tad gentrelly Ly the

. Ty the Centrzl Committes

¢ situations and possibiiitice

 the polisigal interests
jians., Hungary hed to

.+ and mot what would have

Laclk of {mntssdsEte, experis,
vork syetem cripoled the

¢ for propigsnde purposcs

ir. Tirat of sll from the

to end the romaiasa of the

Tteken, Compunigmd would

‘n apite of social in-

‘ta way to gréater prosperiiy.
‘thing which might have hadl

jropezsnds purposen.
the agrerian reform, had

0 prewar Hungary.

v.evemant only. The pre-

vork hours that the

inned production fizures
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bel %0 by lowared severel times. and evon thess 72
repchod.
it policy of [mo Hegy could hewe brooght mm impro
ell his reforms ware repsals! wery socn, before rn
bave besen fell.
Thers vers niyvays andleas digcussions ghoat thi -
chapgel copsgly, congequantly there wan hapél -
directicz,
In 1958-56, there waa pn Improvament in the genir
meioly to tha vansaally good orep of 18985. Eapawc
axtreeordinary. I reussll the figure for apples:
7eer, vhich amatly the double of the svirage fov
cospul sory dolivarias inm Tral :? (eznigt grapes), ©
of thie rurplun affaotad the ropulmtion directly.
izprovec ia gonaral, meinly bocausn callsetivinst
All caunes of dlssatiafactis copld T2 weduced !«
Tent wan ths hesrt of the maiter.
Other;, thougi less importent, canses were thes lic
teinment, the lack of normal caltvral gad sscinl
newn wore eltered for properanda-purnosen, hreva.

wore rantrictad to Ea.'r't}‘ meahara, & fow artiste,

tesmn. The rast of ths popoiation felt liken liv.

there wore zome lmprowments;: o faw people got v

Theno complaliaty wares comron Lo evarybody, excop

Thers yore zo sach plansy (L) ovérshoow tha gov

o B B =

D ware not slways

mwont,  Undortunatély,

seneficial effasct could
sject., Producticn plans

¢ agtievowent in any

eisuation. It was due
1y M production wan
bad 14,000 wALONS - thot
.2tlon, Thers were oo
aoquently the benefits

i agricultoral mituation
1 ¥as somevhst relaxed.

1= g2eonomic difficnltion.

T recreation and enter-

ratack with sther nations:

jampions, and atkletic
- in n eege. (In 19565,
'8 to Aastrio.)

3 Ferty menbarn.

snt.) We were coavineed
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that the syatenm could n0% be overthrowo fyom iniide, only oubtslds
help conld here made it poesible.
The tad quiiity of prodootion in every field we . the best mirzor of
the gereskl (i acontent of the werkern.

They 4if everything they could to maka the upris! ; successful,




(ie)
(1b)

(1e)

(2s)

(2v)

(20)
(24)
(20)
(ar)
(22)

(8aJ
(3v)
(2a)

(43}

(4a)
(4n)
(ae)
(4a)

flo. 309 94" PHETES SHOPTON © T% 2 38
I attonded sahsol from 1928 to 1945, thea from 1'64 to 1956.

T have thrae youars at the Univereity of Politicn| Heomomy but 1 den't
have a degres., 1 bad no chance %o £inivh my stc lles.

1 graduated Trom the Acadeay of @avdening at Eud pset. I finlshed
those ntudies bafors 1945,

Tes, I attended school after 1944 gt the Univer: &r of Politicsl Feconomy.
I sttanded the achool Tirst of all Tec=use it Iz beon ny denirs to get
a univoroity degree and on tho othar hend T weni v to avoid in this way
the compuleory Party indoctrination and othar proosganda lackures.

I ettonded evening school only cnte s week., For ths rest I took my

courssas on & corrempondscce basla.

Ho.

Ho.

Yap, 1 did. I:.'h.m were ocompulgory courges at the uoiversity.

I followad wy laclination.

Tes, 1 could hawve mtudled lw or any other curriciiom partinsns to

my profession.

I wanted to get & Ph.J). in esconomice or politiccl solsmnca.

As I sald before, = followed my o0id duacire.

I had no sorious hondicspe in my studies, excep: nome floanclal
difficoition,

Bo, I 143"t atudy as mich as I wanted, dut th: “uzsons were only of
» fipsncipl naturs.

I would have finished oy nitudios exrlier,

Ag I gaid, | Hed flapsneis) MPfficulties. I kEad o support my perents.
Ae I pald Wefore, thet weo oy ovigita’ plan.

I don't thirk so. In arder to get higher posit ons I should have



(5)
(6g)

(5m)
(6c)
(52)
(6)

(6a)
(7)a

(7b)

(8)e

(8m)
(Be)

Fo. 109 HAN PRETEST SACTION § JB p. 31
tecoms a Pariy nember, Without that I codldn't ot any further,

¥ would have studied the same subject urmiler any (ther eircumstences.
Fecanse I followed my incliomtion.

Fot applicable.

o, I didn't change my opinion.

I choose my career according to my Jocliaatfion.

I was a good student.

I liked my suBfect and I Ald my beut.

Hetween 1945 and 1954 I had no chince to study f cihe:. First of =11,

ry financial situation wesm 't frworable, on the Sher Land I was oot

vore 1f I £AUA could De admittrd to higher studi o for politicsl reasons.
in 1954 the situstion changed. My salery was hi sy, so 7 eould afford

tc continue my etudies. On tle other hand, tha r commendat.on of my

cffice aseured me the admissi'm to ths university.

Single men had better fimsiclal situation to cor .nue their studies.
fer as admigalon is concermed, Party mambers hed - dsfinite civentege
everyons plasa.

e had no froe choice since we had fixed currisu 2 at our university,
which includad the studr of Marxiam. Sometimes, 2 had a chancy to
chvose between profeasorn. |

I liked msll 3ub)ects excdpt Marxiam,

Huseian wasa't compulsory at my faculty. “onset eatly I peraonally
didn't study it, but I Imow that nobody liked Ev -lan. In genera I
den't think any langusgs should be tanght as a c oulsory subject. 1
would make oaly one exceptiom to this rule; if % o UF would assipn v
Lenguage as the officlsl "world-languege®, thir saguage shounld be
tanght in evary school of the world.

Ag
abova
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(84) THalectical materislism wae a useless subjoct, becsuse nobody took
it suriously.
(8e) The national dafense t¥aining wos not serfous at sll. “he political
pert was mers propagandas.
Even
(&r) ihe compulsory training im sports did more harm than good. P ths

moat passlonate sportsmen turned agsinest it.
(9) In a vay, Communiet sducation was wb" l:l"fut:‘-r-_fﬁf No student could
remain indifferent &. Communist ideoclogy. They hid to chooee for or
afeinst it. The peint is, however, that thay mostily choose agsinet it,
only about 5 to 17% took positive mttitudes.
(%a) ‘he general ,ctituds of the students wmsn't chargod. One could observe

o growing lack of rdepect towards suthorities and othera.

{n! Eefitalnly 2of, excent about 6 to 10 § of the studonts.
(6k) Defilni tels no.
(94) I know wery few axamples of positive Communist ir‘luence,though there

were & few, I lmew for instance, the daughter of a Frotestant minleter who
¢enouncid her pareats for their anti-Communiet ztiidude.

(9a) It was nost affective up to the age of 16 or 16, Leyong thet it had
berdly wny phieitive influsnce regardlpes of the nocial Jbeckground of thes
studant.

(of) Thie ip[luence wee meinly megative too. These very young children
rebellid aka‘net mrental aathority anéd family trnditions.

(10) My fatisr was & grocery storp clerk. This way we belonged to the
vorkdng: elaan.

(10s) My maternsl grendfather wasa locksmith.

(10%) My fathur-in-lew was en evployee of the FAungerisp State Rallwaye.

(11) Thers wis no substantial change. We all belonged to the working class.
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My wife's fanily owned a litile properiy but this has been confiscated
af'ter the war.

At I psld, my father was & grocery store clerk.

Yes, Considering his age he retired after 1945, h: Decame a supply clérk
on a state farm, but he retired after two years.

Ee worked 16 years for the same firm, then he woritac 2 years at the
vtate farm,

Censldering hiis edusation be had a good jJob, with compiratively good
fricome.

Heo had only 3 yeere of elementary schools.

¥y father din't approve of my studies at the University. Ho preferred
n trade. “harafore, he didn't permit me to finish my studies at the
(ymEngelum,

[ 1ittle babtser than the grersge.

iters was no substantial change, though the averags becams worse.

Itere were four people in my family.

Iy older brothar came to the United States in 1#47. 1 got married in
1049,

Tes, I lived with my parents.

Yecause of the great housing shortage.

Ec.

¥y grandfathor lived in the country in pension, ho was a policeman before.
}y older brotiher was an assistant minister from 1948 to 1947 when he came
te the Unitadl States.

Ky wife woricsd occasionally.
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(18) Ky sooiel stetuy was definttely sdwm ntageous to mo im the last ten
JOBETE,
(16a) Belng "workirg kader" I had certaln sdvantsges. ZFor instance, I could

study whatever ! wented and I could take mny Job nccording to my capabilitisa.

(17) Tes, I was merried alnce 18549, _
(17a) She conductef. & sewins course for about 2 years. “
(17b) Eince 1940,

(17¢) I have two denghters.

(12a) Shs was 4 rusrs\:lﬁ.
(18-21) Fot appliceble,

(22) My brothar and I got slonz wery well with our psrsnte.
(23) Faturally, wo did diescuss politiecs.
(23a) Ths main topic wae naturally the new regime and i1 general ghe changes

which follownd the war. Up to 1947 or 1948, I hsd gome friendly disputes
with my father. 3Being a huiallut;%%pﬂhﬂt the new regime would
bring some inprovements for the working class. After 1948 he changed
his mind. 3y thies time, he was convinced that nothing good could be
hoped for from this regims.

(23v) Fot mp-licsble.

(24) £8 I paid I had some difficulties with my father who oppoeed my bigher
studies, thongh vhan I achisved it on my owm accond, he n.iprnwi of my
accomplishmant. My mother alwafys supported my okans.

(24a) My father wantod tomhste -t:ra-un a skdlled workar, though later he
wvee satisfied with oy eareer. . |
(24%) T hed free hund in chodsing my frisndes | N
2% e N ISR avis & = A
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As 1 spid, my father sympathized with Bociallem, though he gave me

sufficient freedom and independence to form my own opinlons.

There was no dissgrsesent sbout religion.

Our fanily 1ife was undisturbded end harmonions.

T think thies in a typical case in middle-class Hungarian families.

I had very little spere time and that I spent with my family.

I was playiog with the caildren, h‘iﬁ hiking toors in the hills of
Guda and cocarionally we went to ths movies.

(Gensrelly we vere together on Sundaye amd late at night.

T was eager tc learan English, but I had 1little chance.

I don't think there were important changes as far ea family life in
songerned, Although the socisl and economic changes were felt in thia
#10ld too. Finsnolsl difficulties mmetimes strengthened-scmetimes
loesened family ties. In msb cases, all ths members of a femily Pooled
their efforts to keep their social wwﬁur%.fﬂmlua-. Since
few peoyle could afford entertsinment outeide of the family ocirecle,
femilies spont more time together and when the family was well adjusted,
the feeling of interdependence wae increased. Of course, there ware
sxamples to the contrary too, but I think these casen ware less m}rm

Toung couples had some Aifficulties im finding jobe in the same locality.

A(-Legtdly thers was some pressure fram Party eireles to separate such families,

but I don't lmow of puch examples. Since young couphkes lived relatiwely
better than éngle men or girle, merriages of convenience were morle DUMerous
tbken before the war.

All thef changee were due to the &hanged economic aystem.

In gost omsea famly members could trust sach other; there were some

axceptions amil that was defiritely under the influence of Communist




(27e)

(2ma)

(27e)

(280
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propaganda which placed %the intersst of the peopl® high® sbove femily
fies.

As I spid, the sembers of wellfadjusted fumilies were dafinitely moTe
dependent on each other than before, and sccording to ay personal
sxperisnoe—sauch familfes outnombered those which broks up under the
pressure,

Children growing up in day nurseries were dafinitely estrangsd from thiir
parents, Fortunstely very few people could enjoy this privilege reserved
for the mowre ‘nfluential Party members only. In every school, the new
sducational syretem tried to Ilmsen the influsncs of the parents; and family
tfaditions though with less success, probably becanse mosé teachers
opposed thesa innowations.

Iz the country the family influsnce was stronger than in towns, since the
mother usnally d1dn't work,ec she had mors chance to educate her children
sccording to ";Tn.h.ﬂ family tradition.

I think ths rolations between bopp anod girle didn't change easentially
iz the last tenm years, although thelr styde of conversation becams
greduslly less and lewes formsl. (The "mga"' ('rﬂu’)m generslly
rephecsd by the more faﬂliarithn'}}

fot ap:licablo.

After the war people got married earlisr than befors the war. The
aversge age for a man might be about 27 and for = girl about 23. Ihs
ressons are mostly ecomomical. Couples lived betidr than single men

or women, ths yonnger worker earned just as much as the older ohes, so
there was no reanon to welt., +he brida's dowry wasnt as compulsory as

before the wa=.
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(28e) There was no casential change in couriship patterns, uxcept that the
time of courtihip wes usually shortes than befaore.

(284) Not appliesble.

(28e) From 1961 officielly there was no prostitution, thers mas a black mariked
instead which wns natumally worse.

(282) In a way Communist authoritiss were more strict sbout sexual matters than
the shthorifen before. There were no contraceptiven on the open market.
Avortion was otrictly prohibited and punishmentn are more ssvere; on

the other hand the State was ready to tals over tl: unwanted children.

(28g) Apparedhly the suthorities in Hungary word sgainst birth cortrol. Im my
opinion the solution if this problem should bds left for the parent.

(28n) From legal point of visw there was a redical chunge in the ettitude toward
1llegitimate children. The Jw practicslly &idn't nale sny distinction
between legitimate and illegitimate children. BEvery illasgitimate child
wes lbgitimatized. If there was a problem of paternity the mothwr's word
wves decisive. (I think that was the cause of rany abuese. ) Commnist
propagands did a great deal to popularizs the new attituds. In materanity
werds one could often read the inscriptioni child-Dearing 1s a duty ior a
women, glory for a girl.} But the populer comceptlon didn't change. “he
BEEABAR unwed mother was etill ostrdclzed.

(29) My beat friend was one of my co-workers at the Statistical Gffice. I meb

him there,whea [ started to work.

(292) He was o statistlcian, s doctor of administrative law.
(291) Ho was 24 years old. Hie father was a small business man.
(29¢) We were discuising sll sorte of problems, mainly politics.
(284) See above.

(2%e) There wes no shange in our friendship in the last few years.
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Yes, we are still in correspondence.

Open diecussion of mutual problems.

I don't think he ever could become = Party officisl. If has would beccge a
Farty member, that wonldn't make sny difference.

My parents were members of the E::'umd Chuxch.

We =ll had the same attitude toward religion and we were dsvout members of
our church.
(Mesing tn the Hungarien text.)

1 glso wae and am & dsvout member of the R'E-fnrud. Chureh.

The Commoniet rule definitely interfered with religiouns life. It had a
great influence upon young people, though it couldn't influence the o.dar
generations.

First of all, there was no religlous education in the schools; priest: wers
the object of ridienle ﬁ;: all sorts of propagsmid literature and Pbfofficial
publicatione. Young people (18-26)couldn’t go to church cn Sundsyd bacause

the Party organised all acrts of more or lsss compulsary meetirgs during the

time 88 the religlous services. Oboup recrsastion and enturtainment ware
also schednled for the same time,

All fatth=had the sane difficulties.

Since all denomirations had the same problems there werc no sactarian
strives. Perhsps Jewizh communities had the least troubles for the tins
beingsbut this i only tonporarily so I am sure.

Compunism and religion camnot live in "peaceful co-exisSenca".

The Communiste wanted to liguidste gradually every religlomn. They started
with the parsecution of priests. They send the informanta to the churches
to get reports about people who went to church. Churchgoess wers socuer

or later dismissed. 'he press, radio, and propegands litsraturs were

full of attacks on churches, prieats, and religions in zeaaral.
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(3Lr) The open persesution was directed first of all agniass the church leadsrs
gnf==in a lessar degres—sgainet all believers.
(3g) I conld go to chureh whemever I had a chance to go im & district vhere
nobody Enew me.
(3in) At least every sacond Bunday.
(321) Older psople ([ =sen from the age of X on) attendsd services more often
than before ths wer. The need for spiritod resources was felt more tham ever.

711 churches wsre filled by believers, except the churches of the"peace ptlentn.”

(313)

(R in the

English texf¥e have to distinguieh two classes among ths Dew church leadsrs. Some of
Lhem were mot influenced by Communism directly, they were only modBrate
politieal minded prissts who tried So find wvays for fpeaceful co-existencel;
4ho others were the "peace priests” proper who served only the interesta of

i
the Party. Tha first type,rspresented im my church by Bishop Abbert

Bezecskl, the uwﬂmﬁ_uﬂ_. both #f
shem hattusl drinkers. It is iypleal for the pituation that thess two
orisstdhad putlished the only licensed weskly of the Reformed Church, the
"Reformatus Elet!.

oo

English text) Yon, there vere differences in degree sndbethods of adjustment, though the
spd-results wiTe exactly the same. (See also Section B, quéstion 11, pare-
greph 1.)

(71)
(m in English) In consequence of Communist education, religion is less important %o

young peorle (up %o 25) than it was to their paremnts.
(32a) The Jewe were roally libersted by the Eussisns from the horrors of the
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comcantretion camps. Perhaps it waden expression of gratitude that moot

of them joined the Communist Perty. Mamy of them ocoupied very imporiant
poadtions. The result was that sbout 90% of the highest ranking Communisty

vowe Jevs. GSome of them used their influsnce to repay pereonal of fences

puffered during the war. I ma sure there wers meny excensses. Al.

that cansed & nevw wave of snti-semitiem in Hungary.

With the excestion of ths Party offteimis, the whole Jewhsh population of

Hungary wholehsartedly supported the Bavolution. Coasequnently, the sntl-

gsmitiam has coms to a low abb mgain.

There ghouldn': be any distinction on this basis.

Best off: Party leaders, ministers, mewbers of the diffsrent Contgrel

Cozmittess of tha farty. Werat off: peasant familles with meny childrem .

1 “ared a little better then the average.

1 juat wanted to stick to my positlon.

vaaransarddd ddiddiidd 1 would sdvise him %o study medicine.

This is the oply profession in HungaZy which is not yet infected by

Colitical {nflusnce end whers talent snd skill are the only fago¥s which

count, and berides 1t ban provide fimancial security for 1ife.

Skl1ll and lenrning.

Pirst of all children of physicians (ocne needs connections to get

admigslon to tho faculty).

L
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got most information through the radioe.

The EBC wvas the most important source.

The Voice of America and Radio Free Europe were the next important.

I read practically every newspaper published in Hungary, because we kad all
¢f them in our office.

I read them regularly slmost every day.

To be as well informed as possible.

I locked through the whole newspaper snd selected tiose articles which neemed
to be most important.

Eo, I dldn't read the &ik editorials Decause those weren't but Commmmist yro-
paganda.

In gensral, I dida't like these newspspers, I resd them only to get gensral
orientation. There was only ome periodicel I liked, that was the ¥ [rodglmi
Ulege. That was the only pariodicsl where I could find factual clear criti-
cimm of the actual situation.

I selected those articles where I could find the criticism of the regime or
of the eituation.

Ten, we also had wall newspapere in our office.

That was written mootly by the employees. It included mostly local news or
some propagands material which was gives by the Pariy.

There was a brief sketch of major political events them the local news filled
a larger mpace and finally we could read lots of propagands.

Yes, we hald foreign newspspers in our office, though only Communigt papers.
Az 1 seid at the Central Statistical Offiee.

I couldn't bhave any good opinion of them, begause s#ll of them were Communist




(2)
(Ze)

(2v)
(2e)
()

(&f)

(3g)

()
(31)

(4,
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publications vhich repeaied. the same propagands

Lt

b-n

aver, we found vzluable imlorasilon in tha adwert:

the Americsn Communist newspepass. .%Wa could bsid.lr

=l

Amsriea sne csn boy a pair of shes for $3.08, o

$3.00% when tte minimum vape iz & dollar Tor ar I

a clear and t1n= picturs of the America- livinpg
were very well izown all over the country.

I 34dn't go to the movies more than oncs s zont i

Po the next mevis thester, becnnse a% elaven o A

and we wanted to be home befors thal.

1 preferred oyarn and ballets %o sacepe colitica
Gommmist films sren’t angthing but propagsnds.
Before 1945, 7 liked movies very much.

Tes, occasivanlly.

I sawv mary Itnlian opera fllms, some Soviet bal .

]

for insthnce, WATERLOQ BRIDGE snd Chaplive THE
Scmparatively

Eespaviitveky soldom because it was too oxpent
I went to ths Hatlonal Theater once in'ilres me
Tos, very mush go. Movies and the theesers becy
pegknda for %lie Party end for Russian culfure. |
a vertain numher of Rutisian playe or filmu hatl. 0
Western Tilms could be saown. The Svesian ple
leng pericds |evenm when the thesters were empty)
Wegtern world had only a day or two.

Certainly I rosd ss much as I could.

]

6T

o zans. Inddrecily, how-

samonte, espacially in

balisve that in

., padr of pants for

17, That weF ws aad

rilard. These [acts

+z our getem were closed

-4 propaganda.

and some Wastern filas,

0.8 DICTATOR and 89 Ol

for ms.

ey

the Loadspeskers of pro-

»re wors strict rulles thet
e performel before eny
rre kept on sckedule for

711le the films of the
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{4e)

(44)
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Bot appliesble.

since I had very little frae tims, I rrad sbout four or five boolks a I"IILI'-

I read first of all Humgsrisn clsasic) for inateace bocks by Zsigmond Méries,
Gésa Gdrdonyi. Yeremo léra. Among foreign publicpticus I resd skm The 0ld
umwmmdltﬂﬂmrﬂwﬂltwmmn

I resd, first of all, for relazetion.

I chosns them in our lidrary st ‘be cfflce.

I had difficulslion wvhe 1 wantd to read Healngwar ' books Only threa thoussnd
coples wers printod of this 120k, wiile average books were printed ia fifteen
to twenty thoussnd coples pi least. Thers was propugpois in it. Thare weze
a fow books piublished by .serlcsn acthors btut omly i o few thousand copies
to show the free world ¢hat thare is pe Iron Curteir in cultural mattors. dut
sotually very few peotle oconld get hold of a eopy. U &b the Statiatizal
affice, ware still festunsto, sizes our Library wau ¢ (loposiSery of copyrite
copien, comseqasnt'y we had pocess to il thess publications. We had awen
forbidden boolkas ‘a onx litrary (e.g. Bitleris Meir imud), 1 remember though
that I wanted 2 read s bock by Pearl Puck and I cotrldn't ptf‘i’:mmul it was
alweys in ebrovdiation.

Cortalnly, Hhsnever I had $tha chenos I wao listendry %o the redic,

My mother w10 lLived vith us,tad em old Orica radio »ith fouxr wawn lengthe,

I listend to musio owery night when I had a charoe, aad sfter tam o'clock I
was 1'stoning to thoe news firet on the Nossuth radlc Shen from & forelgn
ptarlon,

Ve listensd to mmsio snd shove sll to the naws, i wor'n cagerly walking some-
t1ing, soma swecpirg change vhich woulid Libarate us f-on our endless overy
day toil.




(5e)
(82)
(Bg)
(&)

(Ga)
(6b)

6e)
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(6o)

(8£)

(7)

(7a)
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(70)
(7a)
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In the avonings for ome and a half to two howrn.

In my mothsr's room.

Concerte wove my favoritalomestic progea.

Cartainly Y did liebten to foraligmn atatlama.

ot applieable.

I liatsaed first of sll to BEC, Free BEvyope, Woldcou <7 Amorica,; and sonetlnaes
tc Paris, Hedrlé and Istanbul,

o gos rellable ipformstlon.

Aa I snid, every night nt loent for an hour.

¥o snjoyed trimendously thy mere fent thet wo could liutan o the woloce of
the fres worlé.

1 think HED wme the mont ralisdle pouror of fmformat inn, tha Voles of imorica
wan aufficiently relinble alsa, thotugh tha progrer o Cisturbed sometimes.
Radio Free Iurope was lesat rallsble, t!ero was $09 unah propagands on ths
Prografe

I attended =ortings very scldom, fortunntaely I wes rxouned to atiend compul-
sy Sedtures oi sososat or oy SLAALSE,

Not spplicable.

I pttandsd soro mectinge uf"i' trade onion end,regul; riy, the mestings of ibe
Fetofi=Cirale .

I attsnded volurterily.

I went to ibka trads union maotlinge onco 42 svery ol nonths end svery second
weak to ths Petofi-Cirole.

Corrant politicel problems wors the maia toples.

The loaders of tho respective orgenlisaliioce.




(7g)

(7a)

(r)

(1)

(8)
(Ba)

(5t)
(%)

(ee}

(Be)

(&)

(8z)
(Bh}
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The trade unicn mustinge imoted sbov: tus hourn, the meetlogs of tho Petlfis
Cirole mmoh longer, somsbimoes six houres
The trade uniom meetings wore uwninteresting vhile tio acetingest of tha
Fotofi=Cirela doald vith vissl probloms.
Faturally, bul only the guontions ankod at tha mcaticge of the Petdfi-
criticism

Cirels had reqd iopartencs, Thoge puoaticna eont it oL slready open srkhinin,
of tha regins,
The trade unlcn meeting wal r zatter of rousine, A1 “he Pet&fi~Dirclh thare
van a long leoturs, Shen loug end open skss3 dlecusrl-n vhich becsms mors and
moTre snimatsed,
That waa the »lchept sourss of inforwatlor. i€ met (ko mont raliables ono.
We hentd romora sbout ltalin's mysterions deatl, ctout daportations, por-
secutions, sl foreigm newn.
Usnelly from intirmate friends , co=woriwmBu.

I hegrd detalls shout Stelin's destl and tha followins eranta fron = student
who wns is Moadow st the tlme,

ia gosarsl 1% lmn?llln Telinble sourse thren the Jorelgn radios, though after
dns eritical sslectiona ens conld gt 2any goed dotnils from syo-witnesmass,.
0fficial poursen Hranded sueh iafereation :n felva omors, though & groab
deal of it provad %0 ba tras.

I heaxd of & Tire in g fachony in f!jpnt. sbout nonitered cuases of palio de~
nisd Ty officiail sources, although Lats> yroved 5o o trues

I heard thass things s ths office.

Thern ware 28 sac) gatheringn: wo dlacussid 2ows ot the office and amoxg
frionda,
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¥

(81) Yes, Party officisism and their f¥iesdn,

(B1)  Moet likely ut the offics or ot hame, teanuse that . the least conspiovous.

(8k)  Vhenwver wo hezard of somatody Just rolersc! froe -l un Srom Euseia amd g0 oa
we tried %o o+t Lo touch with him,

(en) The nows bulletins of the Amarican Euliasy wire Gisdihtled Axnzmraimiy
setratly. I didn't come sorodis sny otbor llegsl ac' Scutlon.

(e) I had & friond who wen & Party Membder cnd ~od smooosr o mellsble indformation;
I anked him ulisnsvar I wanted to worify ruoors ebout (ho Party. Ho alwnyw
told me candidly whatever ho knaw,

(%) For Lforeign nawn 1 torped to the radic.

(9%)  Spexs mmwa, I got 1t from the papers,

(9a) Economic mua rowa: at sy offica.

(10) I glways checked the panpars sgainet the {nformation rscelved from foreign
radioe.

(10a) I had to raly cpom oy owa lhgical Judszan’ nostly.

(L0b) It was nlwsys equelly voreliehla.

(100) Gport news wes the anly absolutoly relfpdi: Ltem.

(104} Politicsl nnd epoonomio newm was piuwsyrs voorildsble.

(10e) omaatle radlc atationn wore oqually =arralinbles Avsna paoseTe the Zrodalni Him
isgg war cnly ralisble.

(LoFp 025 OF colrus,

(30g) This paper opeccod the way of frese prane.

(11) Jary cach 5o,

(1la) Sverybody, witkcocul sstaption.
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{11®) Thers wete no zuoh pacple Fhod'ee

(L2) From the feoreip: radlo shebions.

(122) That was the 23t reliable povres.

(12k) About locel awvantn, we received informesio. om Shs [orn, Shrough posturs,
sbout the geraral situatioe, Trom foroiza radios.

{120) EHadio Frec fuops gave Wi Ewmdn iaforwaticn about th. wituabien 1ip other parts
of the sstrtr7. Phas wad the voot welushl- pervics, (Tlhoy gathersd Shelr
fnformatiorn ©~m lopsl radls stabiens.)

(13) Everybody luew about Enasisn fereed lnlor ooapf.

(13a) I Bat mery friends who weot thiongh this cggerleuse, 1 was on My ey 0
Aussls wvith tRem, Tut I covld oatape iv bizsy I% wer e day of ths Japenose
wewkatves Jrelstiss. A1L the gumards swers (suoky cad 1 Jvaped off tho fFedi.

(155) I don't know the fsots, bat I thisk,ss sr coparimest, Lt 1ight have beaa posai-
3

(134) wn;:ﬁ sie Commaniets. Fhob explaive thed® faat cadbsss in the first dayn.

(13d) Eajk wan T5%0's Irisnd ant wanted %o jois iim da 2ip sevnlt agaiust Mosucw.
That night i have bous pdvasntsgeoua IOT TingATy, hlmq&%ﬁlﬂ. n&var hnvo
won popular sopport ia Bungmry becatos le o H;mnt caree), Coapmndet honguan.

(138) The Gorman veaTmausal war ovorempbasipsd O Hemseoy. fond pacple hoped Tor
Germsn intervanilion dmring e upelsing.

(13f) ¥e hea=d &1l $he dotails of the Berlin Riots throvgh ihe foralga radios.

(23¢) 1 418p'% hear mmch zdod ahout emigre aokiviiiems Thoy conlda't even Toim o
commor platforn, and that is ohs firgh sty o sy mwocridml peliticsl ection.




(1)

(1a)

(2)
(2a)

(2)

(20)

(a)
{(3a)
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¥ish the removal of ths prosent Hwmgarim: toginme, 7zcs slections abould be
beld and $hs now responsible govermmen$ -hould decidcs the rest, I think
the =0t urgent item would be the reargmodssiion o . zriculture. A ne

lav in necded 0 regulate lended propezty. OColleciii: Jarms should Be
transformed intn free aseociationn whers mesbers wou’ 4 have thelr indivi-
dnal @E properiy. Tho assooiation womld provide & p 1 ive machinery and
rould geFve a5 a mwkoting agusoy. I thin Shege (¢ suros would emd the
ensrehy which wovedils in sgricolfure in Hungary., I dusirial production

&lso should bo raticnalized, L% should produce eomnwior zoods which sra need-
ed ir Ghe comiry and things Jor which 4 have #‘ T oaRdJary raw materials.
Trade unions showld be reorganised on the Lasis of & o sleotions. in order
to represent G20 interests of tho meabeurss 45 faxr o) Tovelgn policy io cone
cerngd, Hupgnry ahould be msuirel, like .snirie ir n,

I worddn®t keep aaything im 149 present foi'sj althont = sfter a radiesl re-
erganisation snoozding to desocratic principles - oe-tain organizations sdight
be retalaed, o.z. the $rade unions,

Yes, ell peopls phonld be froa to organize politic:). rarties.

That 18 one of the hasif principlen of & Tosl demcoriay. The populsticm of
Brnguay Bad such a veriety of politicsl experfences ihat slsost every citisen
i anture cmough to Sell right frem wrong.

Ae I vadd, this 1s one of the basie princi-les ef =1 demporacy,. I thare
are rostrictions, there is 20 femocTacy amy move,

Ho, [ vouldn't make amy axcepiions.

Everybody should be free to exr snything,

2ds La smother busie democrsiic prineiple.




(3)
(4)

(42)
(4b)
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(56)
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In practice, it is impossidis %o mugfwt?:q ool ing against the govern
ment. Such lawy presupposs the existenan ﬂf?qy grd informant ayeten.
Esturally, sll people should be fres to participatc = =astingn.

Tes, ovea if tho piupose is to attask the govermment,

Judgeents formed bWy £ree sad opem discussicn ave e'x yo wound and reasonsble.
This is also a Dmdemental desmeratioc primcipls.

Yes, keve I should maks ons exceptien (93 fhe basi~ 7 past expericmoes), or-
ganisations aupported By foralgn pewers (not sxactol. riemdly %o Hungsry)
thould be emcludod. That might lead o tho formatin: of preseure groups hos=
tile to tho real interests of the cowmtzy. I thirni, first of all, of inter-
national Commmiam. Hational Geammmiste, Dowever, ' ks be free to meol
opIRiy.

I the governmeat is foreed upon the pocpls bW & Joralgn power, if thuwe 1s
greet terzor, exploitebion, sad there are 20 comsiliitional mesme (or the
government dlocks thae wey to such mesns) 4o stop cusn abuses, them — I think -
armed uprising sgalast the government in Dully Joobifleds

In sasll o mabries 1% 1o desirable, if the sbate corfvols, im ome way or the
other, the Sm=ls boasle heevy industries, iu order to -revent the formation of
dangerous momopolies. The total matiomnlizationm of il hwavy industries, how-
evor,is more dnngeroms than sy private monopoly.

Flanzod sconomy is ﬂu-t?hmtm- pacermlty &= ' o saell ax couatry, there-
fore, stais m of production f8 elao:t ineviis 1o, mnd if the government
is sufficiently cospetens, it is wery aiventsgestu. State ownership requires
a hoge and isnroductive siministration hich parely oo yreduciion instead of
premoting 1%.

Private ovmership should de meintsined,tbough the rinde should control elther
prices,or prodactioa, or both.

Ey wo means [is private profit bedfd

I'm dafiaitely not in favor [of state comtrols in 1ight industry).
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(6b)

(8a)
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In a sigll country., like Eungary. it is harscful for I working clean; 16
might be the murss of many abusen.

In this field, there is no nesd for any contiel, exiop , ovemtually, for price
contrel.

Froe production ani = with few restrictions ~ free !1r ot 13 the best selution,
%o, [there shoulda't e sny state momopolies).

That londs to exrloitation of the working classes.

ot sppliceble,

All kinds of monepolies are bad,

In our times, alszoet every country has some sort ef pl mued economy t» more =
or lessar degres, That seems t0 be a necepsity of &0 va civilisation. The
mothod employed ty Comsunist countries, howover, serv:. rather the disorgiviss-
tion of 2ll iclmds of produsction than the cooriimaticn -7 production.

The totally cemtrslised planning as Fmmnk praciiced Iy Commmmist states, re=
quires grest admimistration, apd tho nsunal red tape cronten great difficultien
and confusion. The detailed plans,with built in tire schedoles, are impracti-
cls, eapecially i sgricultural production, since locc) weather conditioms
eres( and == camrot bs) sufficiently comsidersd. Thsro are difficulties in
digtrivution of industrial ray materials amd rrodnciac, 28 well as new mashinery
and apare perts (vhich are distridbuted equelly to produotive umits, regardless
of sotaal mesd).

Central plemned vconomy cannodt coordinate supply end ( amand at local levels,
cannod satiefy irdividual needs, Suppliea eroe delive: i ascording to fixzed
quotas, pot scoliving to demamd,
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The Hmgariar sgricultural plamning followsd the Runslin pabitorn. Haturally
i% had to Be & failure, since climstic conditloms weres's comsidered. All
pleng were revised overy $hres months, and remained urd it evem then.

The dangers are: trorgrovn adminletration, red tspe, : nev emphssis on
centralization, slow distridution, eto.
hﬂthﬂﬁIIMMIWMII:G‘JHﬂMﬂtW
tion and which ip sufficicatly flexible to comsider lecnl conditions, should
hmﬂ:“ﬂ“ﬂhlllﬂlmwm}imq.
I-I.Inutrwufmm“mm;cfwmuuﬂ
coEmmiostions,

If tramsportation (especially railreads, bus lines, =i: lines) is mationslised,
the coerdimatiom botween lines 1s mmch better, perponc: | ie wsmally better
trained, security messures are usually better. That viyra't the ease im
Cosmuaist Hungary. becanse personmel wasn't well trair:d, since cxperienced
mm-mmmmmmhwmmummum Tenoons -
I wouldn't meke suy diatinotion between the thres sary! oss.

50 esxceptions.

I ea agalnst goveriment gx guarantess.
Mlﬁﬂlmlm'nﬂ'ﬂthtpﬂt#mm. Icople may be forced to
work at Joba which sre unfif for them.

Hot zpplicable.

Anything ot freedom.

Tos, prese and religion shouldn't be subdjected to any ;overmment interforeasce.
There couldn’s be iree pross axy lomger.
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The press of Communist comnkries is the bDest examnls.

I think it s natuardl that every citisen has ceriein duties towsard hiw
state.

Not applicebla.

Peaying of taxss, military service, (st least treining) and obaying the
Llears,

Yes.,

Yes, thongh 1% should be voluntary iz pescetims.

Cortednly, evary citisem bas to respect snd obey comstituSionsl lmm snd
ordars.

It is true of sny legal and constitubionsl governiond,

¥o, my opimion 4idn't change gince I left Hungary.

Hot applicadle.

Yon, mediczl care hes ésfinitely improved im the lLust tweaty years: there
are mors dectors and more medicamenmis.

It 1s difficult to ssy. Tor privets patients, tho qualify of treatment
has sleo isproved, but this camnot be said for the whole insursnce
ariten.

Workers csn afford it better mow, because every worler geta medieal care,
while Swenty years sgo, he couldn't BX alweys afford it,

Private sarvices are much better. It wounld be better inm general,if all
patients could galect 4kbf their rivate physicisun and $hs insurance
ayntem wvould pay the individusl bills.

Health insprance is Zmsanwxr necessary and useful, if everybody gets
equal trestment (wvhich is not the case in Humgary).
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Fatisnts willing to give extra pey to the docter got botter treatment.
Fot sppliocabla.

I think there are more oppertunities todsy than tweanty years ago.
m-:nam-n:m-u. Probably for politicsl Teasems:
thess are tho foremost instruwments of Cosmunist propagends. In Bmmgary
¢ne can gof sboul twenty mk theater tickstes for the price of ome
pair of shoes. In the U.5 one gets sbout five $ickets (em the other
hand,x few peoplo csn afford other forms of emterialoment, o.2. tele-
viglon, cars, ota.)

I couldn’t afford 1%, becarse I had childrem.

It is rather a fingneisl question.

Toung pecple,without family tles,have more epportunity.

The less cultured lower clssces 4id taks mdvantago of eTery oppertunity,
Bee 15 4 and o,

Fo, the food gitustion is worse tham it was im 1940,

N

Ko,

The Perty leaders, ministers, some first secretsrjes in ths ministries re-
ceived speeisl suppliss im the "Iader-magasin®, Here they could get
expensive importad articles vhich weren’t svallasble in other stores,
(ere wers similar stores for diplomatic persomnel.) Otherwise, there were
differsnces in guantity acoording to perscmsl incoms (e.g. destors conld
sfford more than average peorle). Champions also had batter opportuni-
tien, thelr salary and presiums were comparatively Ligh, sni sbroad
thoy could get articles which weren't syailable ia Sungary (some of them
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sold such items oa the black market.)
(16e) The chasplons sre in the most £ = ¢ wvith meny chilivem (four
or more) have great problems. Therefore meny fomilies (end ummarried
girls) sell thair childrven to the state which pays two to thres thousand
forinte for sash of them.
(17a) Fo, the situation is worse mow.
(A7) .
(17a) Era
(174) Priocos ¢f clothing were increased, ospecially since Decamber, 198l
(17e) Ml“ﬂﬂﬂtﬁ#ﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂdlﬂﬂlﬁimﬂmﬂm
at bargain prices in thelr specisl stores. In roguisr stores, fereiga
matariale wers zhies ot two thousand forints amd up (about two momths'
szlary for the sverage worker).
(18) Yes, industrial produetion did considersbly inerease in Hungery,
glthough the population did not feel all the benefits of 1it.
Up to BE 1945, Bungary was an agricultursl country, more than
haelf of the national income came from agrioculture. Today, industry
hes a larger share in the national income than agriculture.
There are nt least five times as many dorestically manufactured
tractors an before 1045, there are many combines (harvesting
end threshing machines), which were hardly lmown before 1945.
flmost all the trueks snd buses are produced in Hungary. The
production of radio sets is improving repidly. The pharmaceutiesl
industry maintains its pre-war yeputation. I think Hungary is
the most inportant produeer of penicillin in Europe. Eleetrifi-
ecstion is progressing rapidly, espeeially sinee the eanstrustion




(18 v)

(18 )

(19)

(19 a)

(19 1)
(19 e)
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of new brown-coal power plamts at Inota, Szélkesfehdrvér, Iérine.
That vas an important innovetion, becasuse flungary has large brown-
coal reperves, while she is poor in other sourses of eleetrie powmr.,
Before the uprising, Hungary had already exported electrieity to
Czechoslovelcla, Aluminum industry is also growing, and certain
chemical irdustries, first of all, the production of fertiliszers.
This is cextainly beneficial, although tie population cannot
enjoy all off iﬁl benefits because of the Communist mismanagement .
Yes, many things should have been done differemtly. The heavy
industry hezs been umecessarily overemphenized: 1t produces meny
things which are not needed in the country, e.g., the combines
(the harvesting machines) are not only unnccessary luxuries but,
in additliom,they do damage to the quality of the famous Bungarisn
wheat, which definitely needs the so-gallad "after-ripening
period” between harvesting snd threshing,

I think,the fate of the colleective farms nhould be decided by

the farmers themselves, Some of them wou'd be reorganiszed inte
voluntary produsers' cooperativen, some would be distributed

a8 private property.

ﬂn;’vnlmn’hntr X basis, some sort of cooperctives could be retained
slde by side with private farmm.

As I sald, not necessarily.

As I sald, the farmers theomselven should decide what should
happen to the land. I am sure, many of them will vote for the
distributicn of the properties: the Hungarisn peassntl likes
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to work on his own fleld. From 2 soeial and ecomomie point of
view,the mmell farms (up to 200 acres) are the most suitsble
for Hungary. This way, the bemefits of #ifE this riech soll are
better utilized; on the other hand, more ceople can find thelr
livelihood in agriculture than if there were large estates or
lots of cooperatives. Such solutions ars feasible in coumtries
where the population ean find full employment in industry, whicsh
is not the case in Hungary.

Cattle end inventory are actuzlly in private property: every
menber has ite share, consequently that would not be a problem.
I am in favor of somewhat larger units: wup to 200 acres.
Pormer owners also should get up to 200 scres of their former
aestates,

I% shoguld be restored up to the sbove limit,

Wes, if the merbers themselves do the worlk,

Howadays, only the sdministrators get the benefits of the
gollective farms. There are zbout 45 to 60 administrative
affieials on each eollective farm,who are totally unproductive
alemente: they do almost mothing, but draw their salaries,

In general, the entire agricultural production was burdened
with an oversized sdminmiptration. There was the Ministry for

Colleeting Surplus Products ard Livestocic, which had & loeal

in
sollector for every ten producer; jevery distriet and eounty,
there were collecting cemters with statistieal offices.
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Evidently there were too many unmecessary duplications. The
fame is toue of the state farms. All these farms were operaterd
¢t great deflelt, and mogt of them were prospercus private
estates belore,

The nachine tractor stations should mot he kept in government
ownership,

L would édlnsolve them and distribute the machinery among the
producers ,

There were many abuses and wrongdoings ¥ in the operation of
these statilons. The wholes organization wan set up in a rush,
lioat of the machines were confiscated, then ecollected in
improvised buildings which were sometime; demolished by the firmnt
sterm. Thers was not a single station housed in an X adequate
building in HSungary, The machinery, natu:'nlly, deteriorated
quickly. 7here was no expert permomnel o do neecessary repairs,
Wken the scason came, there were hardly .ry good mschines
evailsble .

Fechanizatica of agrisulture is certainl: necessary, but with
more reasimable methods and with sonsiderstion to loeal eireumst:mees.
The trade union should represent the worimrs' interests, A trade
union whieh promotes compstition amomg workers and blindly
follows oxxlers, camnot be tolersted, Thr Hungarian Coamnmunist
trade unions never represented the worke:s' interests, they were
nere party organs.,
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The trade vnions should be eompletely indcpendent of the government.
lambership should be completely voluntary .

Fees should not exceed 13 percemt of gross wages,

That was the case in Hungary, although workers often did not

pay anything, only uhit-:uunnr vorkers ©=d ¢4 pay regularly.
Vorkers' couneilpg ecounterbalenced the in lusnee of state and
party.

It is diffieult to say how the first ste s were done, though,

I sm sure; that scome major fesctories orpga lzed such councils first,
probebly inspired by the Yugoslav exampl: . The Central Wericers'
Counelil wes formed later, consequently i ne workers had great
laflusnee uvpon the center, and not viee " =rsa,

I think they should be very successiul, & ¢ certalnly are apt

to repregent the woriers'! interests.

Mansgement should be responsible to the rwner; 1in case of state
ownership, to & workers' council or to n committee of experts,

by ne mesns to one individual,

(22 2 = @) EBach individual should be sereensd t!oroughly as to his ¥

(22 ¢£)

(22 g)

past activities, If eriminal offenmes mxv found, the case should
be prosecuted, but plamin membership alon or offices held (without
myy eriminsl astivities) should not have =any further comsequencer,
ATH should be dipsolved, members ghould "2 subjected to apecial
investigation and prosecution, if necessn y.

The leaders of sceisl organizatioms, lile KIDSZ, MSZT, MOHOSz,
These leaders were amomng the darkest Sovi et favorites. Jowrmnallits
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and meambers of scholexrly assoc.atlons, £ the Academy of
Seiences down,should also ge’ speelal at:cntion, and,sbove all,
the membera of the sc-called peoplu's ¢r nmals, first of all
the prosecuters.
cgat Seectlien R, Q. 11,
The moat Lmportant echange in edueatior » o the introduetion of
marxism Lxio the regulasr eurrieulum. Y&y sterted it already
in kinderzarten: children haé to lesarn ' ‘zlind.songs; in
clement ary schotls, the FPlonser movemen! ~onbimues the marxist
eduestion, from high school on,the DISZ . (»2a over the same role.
Feligious Imnstruction has besn replaeed ' The study of marxisn,
(In school slang, the class 1e st1ll ezl od "peligion” )
A parallel feature is the inslusiom of I neln lemguage and
literasturs ss a ecompulgory subjeet., (Ab-ut & vours a weel.)
llebody 1ilo3s 1t, beecause it hes replacesd Che mye practiecal
Vestern langunges, Vhile the students : o compilled to leamn
Fussisn, party leaders sre learning Engl ch (if (yvey don't knew
it alreafy). I heard of an employee in o of the ministries
vho was dismissed dbecsuse he was learnin . English (wd probabdbly
talked too much in fevor of English), &1’ sines ther he is glving
English lessons to perty offielals,

The quality of teaehing ¢id mot suf ‘or too mueh lLizeept in
the troublsfyears of 1985-46), meinly be mase the old, crperienced
Geachers wire retalned on their joba (cr 'y inspectors ml guper-
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viscirs chmmged). In mathemstics, the rejuirements were ovem raised,
especially in lower grades. The teachin: of Latin was restricted
Lo the gymeasivwm. By the way, gymasiur did not mesn the elght-
year secoxdary school, only the upper foir grades, the loser

four gradess were renemed "general school.” On college smd
univeraity level, specialized couraes = ‘¢ lncreased, gonersl
odueation wes somewhat neglected,

Elementery snd gsmeral schools were opsp and eampulsory to
averybedy; from gymasijm oa, learniny sccame eclass priviloge;
although outatanding students sometimes vere admitted to higher
studies in spite of unfaversbles origin. Children of party lecdars
went to speecial private schools, they hel unlimlited eppeortunitien,
Vith the iatroluctiomn of evening mmd cor respondencs eourses,
working pedple wers given bettar chaneer Lo contirmie their
edueation.

The old aystem was better as far as it vuin {ree of politice and
poclal blas, I know of my owm experiexnc: that sptitude and
wlllingness vere the decisive fectors ir Ghat system, It is
undeniable, howver, that in the present repime, educstion was
cheaper. Jp to 1952, zl1] public immtituviloms sere free of
tuition and samy other charges. Af%er thot, tuitlion fees ware
8till moderate, snd there ware many exelvtions sceording to
achievement smd finsmcial status. 0 X (A "good" average
student with varsge income prld shout * 0 forints for one term
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IEERUEST st collage lavel.) f;fhm:n ¥9i'y more scholarshipe
avalloble them before the wer, ond ihese nohelarships, ai college
level. wers very reasscnnble,: it pald ront and food for s ecmple,
Natwrally, there wes political blas In 0% ibribvblon, though n
certiin mmber of nop-Canmmigts alge riocived gcholarships.

(In sacholarebiy cormittoes and admigsion committees the Commanint
Party alwsye hadé at leanst one represercobive.) Opportunities
for ault education were alse better then bvifore.

In e times, 1t is evorywhere eguelly imeztmat o0 get a good
edusation. It would ba wvery wsaful to Jntrctince Lhe tenching

K of one afficisl world langusee all Gver the ‘orld, e.g., English.
Churchos shewid be somplately Indapendont of the stste.

There skould not be amy difference,

n a somparstively poor cawnktry, like Dingary, Chwrvhes should
get finsnsiel support rom the stste, 2ecause mmalle. gammmities
would not he rdle to support a priest. (In Hungary, 000 people
ezanol afford 2 priest, »2ile In the Uxnilied States 100 {amilien
can SUpPATE one, )

I think ao. it is in the ixtersot of th: cammmity to Tiipe

he pmoral FEEEGEIITD standards of 1ts wenbers, snd I n wyre
that this is the ceme, ven the young am nducated acecording ho
meligious prineiples. On the othex hani, I do not secll any
nerious dissdventsge; ‘n religicus educsliom.

He.
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Hungary 's greabeast sartributici %o Wesle n eultwe has mever
been sufflolenily apprecisted Ly tiwe Wesl . 1.e., that Bmgary
hea been throvghout cenbwricn,ike Eepter: cost outpost and fortrens
of VWestorn enlbwre and civllizmution gl =i Eagterm imvasions.
In 1241 sl 1242 Buagary sustaised ths Y azel invaslon, after
that ohe vas fighting the Cuman 'uvede. : "or decades, and frem
the middle of thoe XIVch Cembury = to 1@ :nd of the XVIIth,
faced the inveding Turis. The pells of ' the Roapsn Catholie
churckes are still rung at noon Y0 cousk orde a sweeping victoxy
of Jobn Hunysd:l sgainst Sultan Mchammad, »hiv sasued 70 years
of peser fér Fumpasy and tha West. In 11i%te ¢ these heroie
efforta, the Turis bssleged later = and 12Dt f3e 150 years -
the eenter of Hungary, imelwding Bufa, U o caplti)., Thege 150
years, cnded by the ropapture of Duda I: 1606, mea\s con:lmmous
£ightE for Bangary, ad in spite of all ‘e herrory, sulfei‘ogs.
digasters. the Bungarlan peoplc naover o ¢ wp hope, naver stop.ed
their roegistaace., Whon llberated frem %le Turks, v had to
gefend oy independemce ageivngt Hopabury oprression .-~ In sueh
cirounmgstances, our enliture eould not dovoipp I wnintuerruptedly;
gy 1% wae che sase In Wemtern ‘myvope, 39111, Hungarp was alwayn
up to dite 1 culburel mattera. ietthiy Corvimms, the last
nstionsl Idng, wes wliely koow: oo the Drstast remalis:nce
pringe outside Italy. Transyivenis wa: ke firet country im
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Evrope to graat religious freedom to 2ll demconminations, Tho
uparmed wprising of 1848 ashieved medern demoeracy im Humgary,
its lese wes due o Hopsburg mud Russisn joimt suppressiom of
the Fight of Indepardance. -: A far ao cthar fields are comcorned,
I do not have to may anything of our mua cal eultwre, it is so
widely Imcom and, fortwmetely, aprreelss 4. Ve hw.?nimihrlar
advanced (or oven Iore asfdvaneed) liters: esulture, especially
poetry, which ig mot apprecisted, not ovin lowwn suffielently
(mainly for linguistic diffiewitiss: ow poetry can hardly be
tramslated ), Our mabhomaticisns, fram tie NS Bolysim on, ars
sufficlently taowm everywhere, and other sclentiste are on the
way of gotting a mll-dmmﬂ intemasticnal reputation. (In
the United §tates: E, Teller, Jom vom Youmamn, Mm?ﬁimin,
ote,) /nd perfaaps It ecould bo the reviv:l of the old fighting
splrit, the cutstanding place of cuwr athlistes im the Olympie Games.
Governments in the IXth Cemtury were nol generally popular im
Bungary, thero were alwsys rulins classor and oppressed ones to
a more or lepser degree. The lay: really popular government

was that of 1848 - k9, during the Fight ¢f Independence. The
mast pepular malers in carly history were Louls the Greast and
Hatthias Corvimus, whome populsrity surprnsed all other ruiers
andl pyvermeata,

Under the Hapaburge, natlomal ferlinge. i i natimmal cvlture,and
emstituvbtional privileges wors ororesged,. hils the cowuntry vwes
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saretimes prospirovs ceememically. (Especially at the end of
the XDh Cembuxry. )

L Think, emigration to the Unitsd States md Canedz was vbronger
in the 1920's, whieh was & consequenece of the Trisnon Tresly
and Che ecomomie disaster Hungery sufferce’ through thel tresty.
Tes, wp %o 1935,

Rather bnd and backward,

Eecmomlezlly 1% was worse than under the lipsburgs, still un-_
gidershly bettor than coammmicm, Peassnts sad worlers had no
part im polities.

Ten, thaers were grest lassqueliting, thoug) no opprension.
Cartainly mot, slthough I reslize (a8 I roalized at that time)
that in Germany's neighberhoed ncubrality vaza out of queastion.
Pragticelly, Inmgary was as mmwii ing & g tellite of Germawy an
shvr ig wnoes of Russia.

The last deye of war, the l'ﬂ:‘:lﬂﬁﬁ liber=iion, was horrible,
boyond the werpt imsginabiion, We never brilleved st the Corman
propegmuia told ws sbout the Suspiams, tur oW experiences
swrpassed in oreelty the woret Gorman prooagamia, In the first
E:—-‘_", yearn, we hed teo rebulld the coumtry. In This period, wo
enjeoyed more politiesl freedom thom befor:. From 1948, or
rather 1940, the real “socislizst on” starsed. Rakesi himself
called 19490 thoe yesr of decisicn; +that wi: The beginning of
bhe dletatersivip of the prolsteriat,
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Yea, there 1is s Hungarian nationsl character,

Tka Bungarlsn is less srrogamt thon the Cerman, hes no domineering
arbitione; the Hungarian iz ems diligmt, though faster and
more entlmsliastic sbou’ novelileos, his w timsiasm;, however, does
Bot lest long. The Bungarisn be e Injw ies, hardships, muffering,
for a while, Gthen sufdonly exricios wnox seteodly.,

The eomporioon 4o diffdeult, 9'hs Fuss = ¢ 20 lmew kad ao real
netilonal chevacfer, they came ren Jilfeent parts of the soaumtry
apd behcved In differunt ways. Comsegw ntly, they appesrad
csprieicus. vmrelisble, Inesmsiatonb; b tenpered, WEE But I
would mot eoasider this thelr ne: onal ol arscter,

I sannct wally camparw Americmms sad Daserisns, I deo not kuow
Americars gufficiently., Ome in cortaln, though, that Amerisamp
are el o2 pober then we av, ove intercated inm material
ﬂll:hlﬂ.u,e:, vidle they smre 2lice! wninbarested in politlewm,
partieul exrly politles of chber combrics. This 1s sewething

we epmnct wmdarstand,

Re, ther2 was no change,

/This qusstion 1s misning in tle lungsrlim tremslstion,/

If ome dlmregmids the wpper ten ticusaxls, there mre nd groat
differences i charaeter among Fungswy's scciel elasses,

I do not think that horderlinen e resllv importsmt, 17 the
etmtrics in quastion have squally demonietie regimes.

Not applleable.
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if there are equael chances f8r winoritiep, 1t does not partlieulsarly
mpkter to which counbtry the territory im jusstion b lomgsa .
Natwrally, large groups of minorities shirald nct be lcept undexr
foreign mule, if they don't wsat to. Suu:i rrobloms showld be
solved by plebisgeite or pepulstion exekinze,

Tao, I Ghink Dimgary has rightfal elains o Lerritories beyond

aur prezont borders.,

In Trongylveria, where the Székalye live n 2 large |cmogenous
bleck, furthernore, these territeriss slon: the Czech ud Tmn:
elavimn borders where Hungariemg live iz wore or less | Cmegenous
ENpe .

I thinic, only Soviet Russia threasens Evmgaoy's present territery.
¥o, thoxra is no naboral eonfliet Letween fmmgarians smd otige
pocplen.

Eot applisshlae,

I do not tkink: such eonflict csn cxist mroag paoplen.

They got alons very well,

Voxry well,

Vory well, The friemdship belween Pungarisns and Austiiams

was strengthennd very mush by the Austrizna' attitude during

the wprising =ud by their almost inexedilbls koapitality and echarity.
Also vary well.

Hot zlwsys well, Eefere the uprising, GFere was a widesprend
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a::t:i-:Samitim 1n Hungery, beecuge the higheet ranked party
officlals were up to 90 percent Jown, IBleny off the AVH mexbers
were also Jews, During the uprl:ing, meny Jows were fighting
againat he Comnists, that {:I'Ef_?-ﬂ‘ﬂ;b&'ht‘ﬁ“- velacienship,

(28 ) I really do not Mmow. I thinl it deperds on ke individuslp
thamselvae, how BB they feel.

{2g) AllL theo? counbrles asbiouwld join : Uni%ed [tebos of Borepe oa

equal mankers. There sghould not e ay ¢ther regiensl Tedorghicon,

(20 a = &) et 2opiiesble, See mhove o B3HOR.

(30 a} Cerzalaly, there are differewt ki-ds of Fusriang,

(30 1) I thisk she Ulceainiens ave betber thew the reat. Ther sre mows
religiloves aml nore edueabtad thenm he obthiere, T $hink.in roneoal,
eduesticn is the messure,: the nor: aducated, ho betber,

(30 ¢) @ 7 think sbout € percent of them are Commwniasls,

(30 @) Me. I 4id1 not imow amy of then closely.

(30 @] Ve were oxpecting tham with mined feelimgs: wo hoped that they
woild rogtore owr nabionsl indepe-dence, znd alter the initial
diftfieuitien, everythimg will talr a better tum. Bul. @ I said,
thoy proved o be vorse tha: the arkent Gernam :;mpafgam&&

Thoy wora obbing, plundering uvo yuwhere, boating emd tilling
lonceentz: what they 4idé to wvomen is 20 repulsive thes it cawmot
be deacribed. Amnd everything wszs ra:pmﬁ:mﬂ' in the geeciyd phagse
of the Fevelt, except what they {'4 Lo wmwioen,
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We wvere eonvinced later thset they are carpletely urelishle.

One camnot truat their word.

Hobody expeeted that they would ke as ¢=ol agaim an they were.
Their peliticisns were smiling foor about Lwo years hefore the
uprising,

Tes, I think ¥ knew marziom well anough

It is = theoyy which cammot be realized.

The® whole is impraetical, it is not basod on lnanan realities.

Im my offies, I had good chancog 50 loolz Hayond the words, amd
seer from the Casts the saormoun zap betwon theery amd sppliesticm.
Yes, for three and a kalf yoarse i sehedl md algo Im tha effiee.
Nothing.

Sez the zhove sNEWeTrs.

Lanin was a mll;-:lnfm snd revcureein! mprxlist, he most lilesly
plammod innovations, though he hid no t1rc to realize his plaona.
All his time wes taken up by the ligquidzilom of the former
raling and expleliting classss,

Stalin was a conceited dietator vho thow it that he is grester
then Marx, and he d4id not ecare gooub prirciples, he did not care
about the opinion of the peop.e,

Soeisl Deroerats are not real marxigts, o ther,

A eomvinocsd marxigt ecomof: he o Jdemoerat,

To ruls sceerding to the people’s will.

For a brief parlod sfter Mareh 1048, which was ended by the
allied Austrism and Fussism somies.
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Tito 1s definitely a marxist.

National commmnism does not recosnize the Comintern, and does
not ascept the Russlan leadershi;.

Yes, almost all the Coomumists wio Jolred Uhe uprising.

Imre Wagy, Géza Losonczl, Aladar Uéd, etc. They hoped to regain
national independence, the openirg wp ¢ ¢ DIron Curtain ard

to aczhileve an seomamie revival.

Jaomlka's policy is the best possible 1micr tle actual cireumstances,
He is a Conmmist, but with strong netioro. fee ings.

I dn't think so., They night have poax © ~tional Jeelings, but
no real pstriotism,

Yes, Imre Nagy would have been avle to L rove conditioms,

I think he would have transforme! Mhmgnr .Ltﬂ:n;'utbmal Commmist
state, I suspsct, he would have ;ome ever Twiher amad accest

the idea of free electionn,

(ZE 34 a) Soeialism: good in theory, bad in practilce.

(33 b)
(34 e)
(34 4)
(3% o)
(3h £)

(34 g)

(34 &)

Colonislism is bad (oppressiom, exploifiaion),

Class struggle is 2lso bad, It s mo acnse at all.
National (populsr) fromt is not goed eitier,

Bad.

The Communist variety is not sincers, Glrrofere it Is bad and
useless,

¥ith moderete state comtrol of pitees - minimm wages,
eapitelism is bemefieinsl.

Nething wrogm about 1%,
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(35) Many young people would think similarly.

(36 a = k) They got less then they deserve.

(36 1) Party members got more than they desexrve.

(36 § = 1) They got less than they desesrve.

(37) A1l the above categories were beiter off before 1944, except
party members.

(38 a) Economie interests are sometimes in eonf 'ict.

(38 b) Workers do not like intellectuals, although I do not see any
sericus politieal or ecomomie reason for their disglilke,

(38 ¢) In cemflict,

(38 d) In eomflict, (If we ecomsider the comvin od Commmists only.)

(38 e) ¥No eenflict.

(38 £) The relstions are not good,

(38 g) There was no confliet between eity foll: nd peasamts, slthough
this is usually not the ecase. I think, ‘casants were oppressed
go much that everybody felt sympathy for them, and beyond that,
black marketing ereated a friemdlier stmosphere,

(38 h) I thirk, it has always been so, except ti:@ last item,

(38 1) There was no sericus conflict between nr stberacy and intelligentsia,
though there were some intellectual movernts which were directoed
definitely azainst the aristoerasy (part . cularly against the
commopolitan, mti;miul, backward ariscorats).

(38 j) In eonflict,

(38 k) In eonflict. The agrarian refor:n was velcomed by smellholders,
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though, st the end,they were also disillusioned.

That depends on the circumstances. If there would be a possi-
bility eof a relatively free choice, I think only the AVH wowld
mmmmm%tae compulsory military
service and through law enforcement agencies, many peocple might
be forced to fight for the regime, at le:st umtil they have o
chansce to Join the opposite side,

Again, if there is a chamce to follow one’'s cen will, the
Hungarisn people as a whole would fight sgainst the regime,
except the AVE members.




(1)
(1 a)
(1v)

(1e)
(18)
(1e)
(2)

(2 a)

(3 a)

(3 »)

(3 4)
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I do not have any questions.

It was very detailed, and I was &al.%0 59l) 7op.wyibiag I.Mem; ., ...
I think everybody ¢can sontribute some new aspects, egpeclially
about the uprising, which was rather econfiied,snd no individuz)
can have a broad and ccherent view of all the events.

I cannot think of any such things.

I am convinced you will,

I eould not think of anything else.

I do not kmow., Maybe I could supply sore statistieal dats,
although my memory might fail somstimes.

If the situstion would change radically i the near future,

I might still return to Hungary; later probably only to visit
my relatives.

Bventually I might be able to get copiles of' newspapers publighed
during the uprising.k

I did not write anything yet, I might writc some artieles for
the Bungarisn newspapers in the United Staies, if I will have
more time.

Hot for the moment.

Remarks about Respondemt's persomnality: Respondent is am ||
aribitious young man, willing to learn sndl capable of adjustment
1"1 my ney situstion.  He,ls e ie uhmt- his own mmtm” |
:ﬂﬂﬁhﬂm limits hb seems to bde lulf‘-umﬂmdulr-
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confident. He has no 1llusions about the future, but he
pursues his goals with temseity., He wants to eontimue his
profession (statisticiam), amd finish his studies he started

in Pudapest. He seems to be on the right way already. HNis
ensvers show clearly that he always follonsd,with interest

and alertness, the politiecal fights, the economie and soelal
changes he has witnessed, and he has a go-d capagity to sisze

up situstions and to place the details inm:o broader perspective .
He 1is ﬂp-u:miﬂﬂ. reliable, and willing ¢o tell his opinioms.




