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III1. TH: SCHOOL SITUATION

A Can you tell us something aboit your echool in Hungary?
what were yvour subjects?

"Our subjects were arithmetic, reading, writing, singing,
drewing, gymnastic, Russian and geogre-hy."

How many Russian lesséns did you have weekly?

"We had two Russian grammar lessons weekly, and we had read-
ing every day, mostly about Russian subjects. lWe rsad Rusaian
folk tales, ond also about Stalin, how he liberated Hungary, how
the Rueslans rebullt the Hungarian bridges. HNobody ever believed
these things. e were very bored with the Russian reading hour,
and hated the Stelin storisa. However, & we liked the £mk
folk tales. If we got a reading aselgnment 1n the FKisslan language,
nobody ever read 1t at home. I myself could engwer even so, ba-
ocauge I could remember when the teacher read us the story in
advance. The Russlsn grammar was 8as87. Erurshuﬂi in the class
kaew it, even the worst student. Desldes these 8illy storien
about Stalin, ete., we had no other indoctrination."

¥Which subjects did you like the most?

"I liked arithmetlic and Hungarlan reading. Arithmetlc I
knew always; this was why I liked it. This waa the easiest for
me. I like it here too in the Amsrlcan school. Reading class
I 1iked because I 1like to read in general. There wers good
hnﬁk|; I took many books from the library of the Plonser Move-
ment.

Which subjeets did you 1ike the least?

"I didn't 1like drawing. I am not good in that. ihenever we
bad to naint with water colors, everything around me was full of
naint, includling myself.™

Tell me something about your teachers now.
"How did you like your teachers?"

"Our school was in Petofi Sandor St. The name of the school
wagbefore Szent Imre. I mean before 194,5. At the beginning our
Director wes an AVH man, but he was renoved and later on we got
8 atrong Communist Director who almost died during ths revolution
because he didn't want to let the crowd in to talke down the Red
star from the school.”

LHow sbout your other tsachers?
"We had women teachers and men tezchers as wall, Almost

every subject was kmm taught by a different teacher. Our form
master was mamkiy a very nice nerson -- z lady around forty. She
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taught the Russlan language and arithmetic. Hungarian grammar
and reading were taught by her husband. They were not Communista.
Our lady teacher learned the Russiasn language from the book Just
as we did. We mostly had teachers from ths old times who were
teachers before the Communists took over."

Did your temchers treat all children equally?

"Yes, they did. They didn't =it give soecial orivileges to
any of the children.”

Did you have any Commurist teachers?

"Our lesder in the Pioneer Wovement, our Director, and the
qumnatiu teacher were Communists.”

How did you know that they were Communists?

"Everybody lmew that. But we thought so ouraslves, because
those who were Communists were so wild. Ones I got such a slap
on my face from the Director that I turned around my own body;
only because I chased the girls around.”

Whom did you like the most among vour teachers?

"I lived a woman temacher in the Lth grade. She was a very
beautlful teachsr from the old times. She taught a very good
friend of my father when he wes a boy. She was very kind and
always very just with us. She helped un to learn and stayed with
us if we dldn't understand something. She taught arithmetie.

Wie always brought flowers for her and decorated the classroom.
This wae dangerous, because the Director nrohibited. It was a
state law or something like that. We weren't allowed to bring
any {lowers or gifta to the tsachers. If they got anything from
the students, the Director charged the teacher with blackmailing
the children. This was told to us by thls lovely teaohsr who
gald 1t once to a few students who were reliamble when we brought
her a beautiful gift =m et the end of the year -- a Chiness ball
with candies. Then she told us that she wasn't supnosed to accent
an gifEn. only flowera from the fields which were nicked by ouwr=-
BELYEE.

And which of your teschers did you li'te the least?

"The Communists I didn't 1ike. They were 85 ruds. In the
first grades we had a Director whose wife didn't know any Hungarlan --
Just a few worda. She wes a Russlan. T hated her."

Tell me something mbout your friends now. Who wers your
friendsa?

"My best friend was a Jewish boy who lived next to us. I met
him on the beach firat, and we started to I'ight. This 1s how our
friendshi» was born. Later we went to the same school, and sver
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gince, when we quarrsled he was absolutely wmhavpy. I had an-
other boy as my friend, whose father had a bar nearby. This
was conflamcated later on, but his father was allowed to work in
his former shoo. I went to the rellgious school with this boy,
and we becams friends there. In the S5th grade, all three of us
were in the same clasa."

What did you do togsther with your friends?

"My morkham brother brought homs swords from the &= theatre,
and we played with those. Vie wont to swim together with those
boys and also we went after girls. There was & asmall boy with
whom we always did different kinds of mockery. Ve ragged him,
because suvposedly he was & Communist. I heard thet during the
revolution his father wa=s tramoled to death by the revolutionists
because he was the assistant of the Russien offioer in the oity.
We aluays beat this boy whenever we had n chence. We tried to
do 1t so0 the girls would see our heroiem. %e once saw the boy
s8ltting in & jeso with bis father. I wes onecs in their apart-
ment. They had a beautiful avartment -- pictures and furniture .
This toy always oraised ths Russiana. He told us that he would
8how us when he sat in the tank of the Russians. There was an-
other boy, a Czech boy, who spoke vnerfeot Russian. We didn't
1ike him. BHe was too fat and always wanted to show off with
avnrsthlng that he had. He always fought with everybody. They
lived with his varents in a houss for offigers. Hi=s father was
one of the comnanders of the Hungarian army in Zsstergom. If
thers was a celebratlon, always the father of this boy had to
have sveeches for the Russiane. I disliked only these two boya,
who were surely Communists.”

fiere there any children at school who were looked up to by
all the othsra?

"The best student in the class was & girl, and I wea the
second beet. But the others didn't look up to us as il we were
great or better. They only likad ns, and the teachar 1iked us
too, andi® if a suvervisor came to class, we were callsd out to
glve the answers all ths time, becaunse our teacher kaew that we
would glve a correct answer."

Let's asay there esre two children of your age. One of them
is the gon of a man who once was & lawyer, but who 13 now a common
laborer. The other is the son of & man who was & common laborer
ten years ago, but now is the manager of a factory. Whleh of them
would you rather have as a friend?

"I would have as & friend the first one, whose {ather be-
camé a worker. I would never make friends with the children of
somebody who was & cobbler snd becames a leader, even If they
weren't Communiste. The children of auck veobls are Jjust the
game; they want to become big from emallness, from nothing."




Did you have religious instructions at school or elsewhere?

"%e had a chance to attend relipious class. But many parents
of those ohlldren who attendsd religlous class were dlsmissed from
thelir inhu. or degraded. Therefore I myself had to atoo golng to
the religlous olase after the Lth grade. At the religious school
once, the oriest slapoed two boys In their faces. After class,
these boys told the Director about 1%, and we never saw the nriest
egain. Somebody elsa came to teach us from next time on.

"After I left religlous class at school, we started to at-
tend relliglous instructlons at homs. :thmntil::llltztnxthl
fx Since my brother went to the 6th grade, a nriest came to our
home. He was naid by my mother and all three of ue children at-
tended his lessons.”

B. Did you tell youwr parents what haopened in school?

"NHot everything, because my parents were at homs only very
seldom. They dldn't even see each other. ihen my father arrivsd
at 9 P.M. my mother was already gone. She had to leave the houss
at 8:00 P.M. for night work. Therefore, usually we didn't have
a chance to talk to them."

Was there anything you definltely didn't want to tell your
varents?

"I kept 1t a secret only if I beat someons, or if sombbody
fought with me. I was beaten up once becsuge of & girl. Ve
ohildren had some secrets once in a wvhile. I once ® heard my
brother whisvering with one of hie friends about somekkimg
leaflets, some underground movement. This was before the revolu-
tion, and they got some leaflsts or papera from Austria, so {ar
as I could meke it out. You sese, 1t just occurs to me that my
father was so busy that once, for instance, he didn't even know
where I went to school, what kind of school I went to, and he
askzed me about it."

Ce Did you ever talk about what he-mened at home when you
were at school?®

"My parents never talked in front of me. If they had a littls
chance to talk to each other, they alwaye sent me to bed, and wse
had & very thick door. I couldn't hear what they talked about.”

What sort of things were talked about in school?

"I talked in school only to one of my friends, but we talked
about such things as whers we went with our narents, what we did
at home, or the orevlious day. However, we never talked sbout what
our varents mentioned at home. He never told me anything like
that either. During the revolution, everything was changed. At
the beginnling, our parente noliticized openly in front of us, un-
til the bltter fights started with the Russians."
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Did your narents warn you not to talk about something at
school?

"No, my verents didn't warn me, but es I told you, I dldn't
hear much of what they talked about either. But I would never
have told it to anyone if I heard. They only mentloned to me
that what I heard at achool about Hungaerisn history was all
changed around. Everything was set apainst the Germans and the
Weat. I heard from my brother that he learned those things
differently before Communism started, and I remembered a little
bit from that time when he lsarned aloud. Ny Our teacher, who
was the form mester, the nice lady, always out im one or tuo
stories, little w»arta into her exnlanations of history, from what
we understood, how to take the svents. She also mentioned to us
somehow, not directly but indirectly, when she learned she lesarnsd
those thinps differsntly. BSometimes she just exnlained how 1t
was before. It didn't harm her, because nobody in our class aver
talked about it 1n front of somebody else. She never sald any-
thing anti-Communist. ©She only compered all the time how they
learned in the old times the same thing that we were now lesrn-
Ing differuntly.”

D. What 4id you do after school hours?

"Woat of the time, wa went to ride & bileyele, or I went to
my friends' houses to nlay. e never lsarned. We only did our
written asslignments gulockly, but we never read, for instance,
what was a reading sxercise. Jie read novels instead. But we
could answer the gquestions even so, because we remsmbered what
the teacher exolained nreviously."”

What kind of books did you read?

"1 read Jules Verne, Hunrarian folk tales, Robinson Crusoce,
I got those books from my brother. le lived in the house of an
0ld Hungarisn colonel. He took our family into his avartment
recause the Communlsts wanted to deport him, and this way he oould
stay In one of his former rooms. I always got books about sxpedl-
tions, which I loved, from him."

Did you go th the movies? VWhat other amusement did you
have?

"I went to the movies almost every dey. I saw all the
filme. I am & very gay fellow. \Whsnever my parents went any-
where, I went with them. I like very much to carouse. Unce
here, In ""ew York, we went to a party, vwhere we atayed umtil
6:00 o'clock in the morning, snd then we pgot un &t 65:00 o'slock
the next afternoon.”

Did you do any svorta?
"I tried avery snort -- aswimming, soccer. I was very good

in pymnastics, high Jumolng, rove c¢limbing, ning vong, ice skat-
ing, eto."
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what did you play with the other children?

"In Hungery, it wasn't easy to get a toy. For instances,
& toy gun cost 200 forints. A cleaning woman had to work for
two weeks in order to earn thsat monay. Therefore we mostly
pl!iﬁd things which didn't reguire any toys. However, even B0
we loved to nlay with balla. In the summer, I went twice for
vacation to my grandoarents at Negyvarad, which wae in Romania. "

Did you perticisate in the Ploneer Movemsnt?

"Everybody had to varticipate in the Ploneer Movement. It
was compuleory. It was automatic to Emxxm become a member, toe
gether with the registration. In 1950, the son of = commeany
director was removed from school because he didn't want to regia-
ter in the Ploneer Movement. Thers was another boy who was the
8on of a mallman. He waa allowed to dron his memberehin, first
of all becaues he co ldn't nay the fee, which was 1 forint =a
yoar, and secondly, because they lived too far on the outskirts
of the city. He pot vermission to stay home. BEut I guess they
were s&lso hapny not to have him. He war a bsd boy. The first
day at sohool he smoked a cigarette. The Plonear Movement wes
& lot of fun. We had a certificats, end iIf we showed it, we
oould borrow a football, cvlay guns. There wers oulte good ver-
formences -- movies, we could olay ping-ong. I also went ice
skating with my Pionesr certificate, but I had to vay a little
fes besides. The nerformances wers gquite well done. There werae
either {okk dances, or, once, & . Polish mag iclan visited us. We
never saw any movies about the Russians, but the movius wére
mogtly about our school zibjeots. I guesa there was quite a lot
of sense in that. I liked it. There wes no political indoctrina-
tion. Only at school wex were involved in ovollties. For instancs,
we had to stand un for ten days 1n a row because of the annivers
of Lenin's death. We had a great demonstration on the blrthdey
of Stalin. That {s true that all the cclabrations wers arranged
by the man who was the leadsr of the Picneer Movement. Vhen I
attended the lst and 2nd grade, this Ploneer Vovement leader was
& very ruds man. He always sent veports about us to our varents
for the smallest thing, and we eo0uld never get the hipghest merks
from him. He just didn't give tham to enyone. A boy committed
sulelde in our class because his 2arsnts told him that if he
didn't get a rive mark, he woild be thrown into the river, and
thea the boy jumned into the river bimeelf. I don't what was
really the tackground, but anyway, thils 1s what haonened."
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Now tell us somesthing about your femily. iihat diéd your
father do, and your mother?

"Before the war, my father was a ¥z walter in my grand-
father's restaurant in Negyverad. After the war, he became a
headwalter in the largest hotel at Esztergom. It was rsally
very funny. You know, whensver soms visitors, some gueste
came from abroad, we had to lend our fanoy white tablecloth to
the hotel, and our fine laces. In Laztergom, in the whole city
there were altogether eighty nieces of silver forks snd knives,
apoong, ete. wherever there was a banquet, one rests.rant had
to lend the silver to the other, and the manager always had to
wateh 1t. Once & small silver svoon disaooeared, and they
searcbed in the whole hotel far this spoon. It went on for
days. It wes a great scandal.

"¥y father made, after the war, only 4.0 fori~te a month
at the beginning. This was not enough, therefore my mother went
to work too. Firat she was & helper in the kitchen of a reataurant.
Then she became a bartender, end finally, she was the cashler. My
father didn't 1ike her to work there, because the neonle alwaya
Tought lete in the evenings. They beat each other. iy twother
made 600 forints. Later on, my father's salary went up to 1000
forints too. But even so, it was Aifficalt to make & decent liv-
ing on that money. ™"y mother always trisd to make some more
money as a cashler. ihenever peonle asksd for brandy or somsthing,
8be gave & little leas, or she cherged a little more, and this
way she always could make & 1ittle slde money."

Where did you live, under what conditione?

"We lived in the middle of the elty. There were fanlly
houses around us. We lived in a house w ileah belo-ged to =
former oolonel, as I told you before. I+ was a big house, with
more than {lve rooma, and the Communists wentsd to takks 1t away
from the landlord. Thercfore ha took in three famlliies. Ve
ourselves had a great kitchen. It was vary oold in the winter,
and wem had a very small room with five beds In 1t. It was
crouded with beds. There were two beds i'or my mobher and 3
father. I slent in the middle which waeg very uncomfortable, be-
cause I had to sleep on the board, which wae very hard. Ny
sleter and my brother had two bede, and ny grandmother lived
with us. When I comnlelined too much about the herd board, then
rinnllisthny but an old sofa into the kitchen for ms. Besldes
the beds, thers was a table in the raom vnere all threa of us
studled our lessons. Our landlord, the colonel, with his wila,
nls son, his daughter and her husband ani the little baby of the
Joung couole, lived in such a tiny room that wheanever I had te
g0 to thelr room to fetoh water, hecsuse that was the only rune
ning water faucet in this nart of the houss, I hed to walk
sldeways among the bedz to carry ths water, the room was so
crowded. All these peonle cooksd tasre and smoked all day leng,
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They
80 it was just terrible, this 1ittle room. %= didn't have
enough money; they had almost no moneys. They ate e pound of
moat for two days, those five peonle, but thsey had a lot of
booka. The whole room was orowded with books, There was one
toilet in the house which was used by everybody. The other
family in the house had & very comfortable, nlece anartment.
They had the bathroom, which the woman 1sed 85 a lammdry room,
& wash room, because she took care of the laundry for the army.
They were Communists, and this 1s why we couldn't use the bath-
room, or have any water in our nlace,"

Who did the housework? Did you halp?

"My grandmother 1lived with us, and she dild the houseworik.
I helved sometimes, but most of the time she sent me away. She
didn't 1ike my help. Howsver, I ocut wood for her. \is had a
stove, a wood hammigm burning stove, for cooking. My grandmother
took care of me when I came homa from gchools. GShe fed me. I
was the first one who arrived howe, then my 8lster and a1y brother,
later on my father and my mother came home. My voor grandmother,
ahe had to warm uo ths food every t ime rsneatedly. My mother
worked in two shifts, once at night from 11 P.". to 6 A.M., and
onoe during the day. & when she worked at night, she ssrned
100 forints per night once in & while. She did it for a month,
but then it was prohibited becsuss the naovle went to thelr bar
at night and they didn't go to work the next morning."



V. REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS

A Heve you been rewarded at school for good work?

"If we got a good grade st the end of the year, then we wepre
glven books. My brother also got 0oney once -- 200 forints."

B, Were you ever punished at gchool?

"Yes. If we did something wrong, then we bad to stay at
8chool in the schoolroom longer. If our lesson wasn't finished,
or we broke & window, or something llke that, first of all we
had to oay for the damage, and then the teacher sent a reocort of
unsatisfactory conduct £o our perents. Thie was very bad, be=
oause my parents wsre very strict with me, and I got £hx ~unish-
men t ut“hnmn for that. 3ul we wers never nunished physloally et
school.

Cs Were you ever nunished by your oarentsf?

"Yes, 1f I talked back. I went riahing sometimes, and I
didn't go home on time. For instance, oace came at nine in the
evening. Then my mother bust me un with & lemther belt.

father beat me only once, when I refused to go home from ths
nlayground. father took a bamboo stisk and drubbed me Bound-
ly. In genersal, my mother »unished me payslecally, but quite
often, becauase I was & bad boy, and alsc fresh., If I look back
on it, I was drubbed regularly at least tulice & week. DBut my
fq:ﬂ:r Eul: scolded me, which was worse then the ounches of my
mother.



Now let me ask you a bit atout the revolution.

A. Can you tell us why the Hungarians started the revolution?

"The Hungarian rewvolution broke out becsuse of many things,
because everybody was always afreid of the AVH, that they would
come at night and take tha »eowvle. Whoever had anything befors
1955 -~ a house, or land -- had it taken away. Whoaver waa an
officer was afrald of devortation. Many veonle had to go to the
mines to work as forced laborera. There was misery and noverty
all over the uuuntrz. Vihoever had a little more money wa: taken
by the AVH and questloned, where did he talte the money from. My
father was teken to the AVH too, and he wasg besten so hard that
hls tooth was nunched out and his nosze was broken.”

Who told you thess things? Why de you think this was the
reason?

"Nobody ever told me. I just thought this was 1it."
VWhat imoressed you most d wing the revolution?

"When my father stood on the too of & bus and gave & speech
to the neopls, because many neoovle in Leztergom didn't know that
there was a revolution at all in Budanest. I was with my father
on the tov of the buas. After a while, my nother asked me to come
downs, I didn't want to, but finally my father sent me down. I
1iked the situation so much. However, I had to go home with my
mother. Later on, the bus was attacked by the Russians, and wmy
father oould hardly esosve. Within a few deys, wo got a message
from Gyor that forty Russiean tanks were avoroaching our city, and
then many neonle gave u» the revolution and went back to the slde
of the Communists. Otherwise, nothing much hawnened in the city.
I wasn't afraid, because we only tore doun the blg Red astars.
Once the Party secretary et the Communist headouartera didn't
want ©to glve the key to the people. Therefore the crowd wanted
to beat him, but he ran away. e m found the Ruselan flage and
we cleaned our shoes with these flags. Latsr on, after the revo-
lation, the AVH came to our house looking for my father. Howsver,
he was told at nis working olace that this would oococur to him.
Therefore he sscaped to Miskole whers his brother lived, and when
they returned togather, then we escaned from Hungary."
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VII.
What would you 1li%e to be when you grow un?

"I wanted to be an actor, but my narents didn't 1like it.
They want me to become a dootor.”

Why did you want to becoms an sotor?

"I don't know. At school I always took nart in nlays, in
verformancea, and I always had to recite noems. I liked 1t wvery
much. I 1ike to work too, but it is so pleasant that to be an
actop doesn't need so much work. Howaver, my narents told me
that 1t was such a gigolo's 1life. It is not for a real man. "

A, Tell me now, what is a good father 1ike?

"A good father 1& one who doesen't asnend his money, but
brings the whole amount home end gilves 1t nicely to his wife.
ind eaveclially, hedw doesn't svend his money on women. A good
father has to fulfill the wlshss of nis children once 4in a
while. He has to understand that a child is s ohlld. You know.
in our city there was aboy who was 1B years old, and he was sl
ready a father. He had to vay alimony for a ohild."

What is an ideal teacher 1lke?

"An 1desl teacher should explain the sub ject, esvecially
what the essence of the subjeet is, and not only give the assign-
ment to the children without any exnlanation. He sho ldn't bs
rude, but strict. He shoald be able to teach well and to undepr-
atand his businezs."

What is a good mother like?

"A good mother should know her children well. Last but not
leaat, she shouldn't @=mtm dscsive her husband, because then I
woild beat her. If she haes & child, she should understand how to
bring the children up, how to haadle them, not only take it for
granted that she has two or three childrer, but cannot make a
difference among them, as 1t was in the old timss .ith my grand-
mother, who had twelve ohlildren,"

What are ths three woret things a chlld can do?
"To 14ie, to steal, and he ghouldn't think -f girls wmder 16."

ilhat are the thres most iwportant things a chlld should be
taught?

"He should be volite, he should care about school, and his
mind shouldn't always be some vlace aother than on his work, and
he should be able to forget other vaople who caused him trouble
or harmsd him."

What are the thres worst thinga one can say about someone?

"That somebody doeszn't 11i'te his narents, that he dosan't fsex
od, and that hs {8 two-foldsd."
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VIII. SPECIAL SECTION

A Who do you think are the three greatest neonls in the world?

"Kossuth, Washington, and &am Columbus.”

Who do you think are the three greatest neople in ths world

today?

"Adensuer, Bulganin. You see I sew him in & £ilm and I
liked him; and Lisenhower."

Who do you think 1s the greatest 1iving Hungarian?

»"Paul Maleter and Imre Nagy."

B. Now we would like to give you m few names of famous Hungar-

lans. Can you tell us & 1little zbout ecach of them?

St. Steohen: "He was a seint end a martyr. Hs was bern
at Esztergom. I saw the room where he ues boprn."

King Mathlas: "After he was released from vrison, he went
to the %ilulﬁf the Danube, and there the -eonle elected him for
& king.

Francis Rakoczl the 2nd: "He wented to llberete the neople

Irom under the Haosburgs. He went to school in Vienna and the
Austriane wanted to educate him for themselves, but he came later
on to Hungary. He saw the misery, and bow the Hansburgs ex-
odolted the veovle. Then he went abroad and organized an army,
oame home to Humgery to right for the Hunparisns. He died abroad
and his remains were brought back to Hurgary later on."

Sandor Petoll: "He was a great Fungarian noet who offered
hia -hﬂlu life and his noetry for liberty and the war of Indepen=-
dence.

Louls Kossuth: "He was the lsader of the revolution in
1948. He was an excellent orator. The neonle belleved in hid.
e oould win the oeonle's hearts over. His revolution slmost
suoceeded, but the Russlans came In then too, and defeatsd the
revolution. e were told about this by our old teacher =- you
know -- the one who always somnared the 51d end the new history.
He told us about Rakoezl too, and we could figure out that the
Russians were always a maledlctlon for Hungary."

Istven Szechenyi: "He was a great Hungarian count. From
his money the Tisz (thls is the second greatest river in Hangary)
was regulated. (This was very imwortant for the Hungarlans in
order to prevent floods. Interviewer's Hote.) This was told us
too by our nice teacher.”

Ferenc Deak: "He was a great Hungarian during the revolu-
tion or 1848."
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Teresla Warla: "She was a king."

Gabor Bethlen: "I heard hls name, but I don't know more
gbout him."

Wichael Tancsics: "He was liberated from hls orison during
the revolution in '}j8. The youth pulled his car in nlace of the
gnra;:];i ﬁa:y were 80 overjoyed at his liberatlon. The neonle

ove m.

George Dosza: "He was a grsat leadsr of the neasants durlng
the time of the orusaders, but Dosza told the peonle they shoildn't
go to fight with the orusaders in forelgn lands, 1f we have enough
trouble in our own country. He orga ized the neonls mgainst the
lords, the rich. At the end, he was burned alive with a burning
iron ocrovn on his haad."

Nicholas Horthy: "He marched into Hungary d uring the war,
and then he became the governor of the country. I hesrd about
him at home, and I once read an article about him in a magazine.”

Joseoh Windszenty: "He was a real great Hungerisn. During
the revolution, the veconle liberated him from his orison, and
they wented him to become the oredident instead of Imre Nagy.

But bhe eald 1t wasn't poss!ible, bacause it was apainst his misslon
a8 a oricet. Then he went to the American smbasey.”

Imre Napy: "He came after Rakosl wes dismissed. He became
the Vinister-President, but I don't know whether he was really a
Communist or not. Now he is in Romenla soms place. Anyway, he
didn't want the Russlans to come to Hungary, and he asked help
from the vWeet, but in my oninion, this wasn't the real thing to
dos He should have ordered a ge: eral mobllizatlon from 20 to &0
ears old. In this case we could have driven out the Russisna.
t would have been much better than asking heln from the West,
which didn't come anyway."




What strikes you as belng comnletely diifsrent in the U.S.
from Hungary?

"The working conditions are comnletely different, beocause
here they npay much more for the work, and it's different too that
we ocan eat more here."

woat are the things you like most about ths U.S5.7

"I 1lke the faet that we don't have to learn soc much. There
are more toys bers. The ohildren have much more right, and the
oarsnts are not allowed to beat the children. PBut this 1s not
?ur¥ good according to my oninion, because the varents understand
what shoild be donme with the childrsn, snd the children don't
understand what shouald hannen to them."

What are the things you disapnrove of in the U.S5.?

"That the chlldren at school are like animals. They lsugh
in the face of the teacher, and tell him 'You are a fool' and
they don't obey at all. I don't like the fact that the oeopla
ars not ocultivated. They are modern, but they don't have culture.
They don't go to the theatre, wheress in Hungary this was on a
much higher level. There are American childrsn who don't even
know who Weehington was. I don't like either that they are not
ool te. They don't offer their vluces on the subway or the bus
if older 7eovle get on."

THE END




