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What strikes you as being completely Aiffersnt in the U.S5.
from Hangary?

"The 1ife is much more peaceful hers, and qulet, znd every-
thing can be vurchased here, and nothing was availabls a8t home,

What are the things you liks most about ths 7.5.7

"I 1ike the blg houses, the chewlng gum, the nlce -arks, and
the soft drinks.”

What are the things yo: disaporove of in the U.5.9%
"1 don't like that very hot weather."

THE END
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VIII. E&SPECIAL SECTION
ba who do you think are the threse prestest neovle in the world?
"Eisephower, Lincoln. You know at home, none of those Com=
munists was a great man. There was nobtody at home. I cannot teal
a third ﬂﬂﬂi“
Can you name maybe some grsat neonle who are 1llving today?
"No. There was nobody I ean recall."”
Who do you think 1s the greatsst living Hungarien?

"Horthy. (He adds gquickly) Oh, I am sorry. He is mot 1liv-
ing anymore. I don't know."

B. Now we would 1like to give you & few names of !amous Hun ape
ians. Tell us a 1lttle about each af them.

St. Stechen: "He was a king. I heard hle name from F my
mother."

Fing Wathiss: "I heard his naze.”

Francis Rekoxczi the 2nd: "He was a soldler, & good comuander."

Sandor “etofi: "He was the author of that Communist soNg -
Ididn't li%e that song.”

(Resnondent cannot tell whet song he means.)
Louis FKosesuth: "I don't know who he was."

Istvan Szechenyl and Ferune Dﬂk: I Resncndent has no
Imowledge of them.

Teresia Marie: "She was a gueen."
Resvondent dcesn't '"now who Gabor Bethlen was.

Wichael Tanoslocs: "we didn't learn his nams. I have never
heard it,

George Dozsai "He fought. I remember, but I don't know
why. He was a neasant. This was the name o our sczhool too."

Wi Nicholes Horthy: "He was a soldler. I have a stamo
With his oloture, and I heard als name only from my mother."

Joseoh Mindszenty: "He was a nriest. He 1s st home. The

Communizts wented to cateh him and execute hisv, but they won't
succedd with 1t.

Imre Nagy: "He was a half Communist, half Hungapian,”
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VIiI.
What wo'ld you li%e to be when you grow um?

"I would 1i%e to be a doctor. He always can heln gomebody.
I asked my varents, and they okayed it. I want %o be a SUTEe0T.
Through surgery, many neonle can be saved. During the revolution,
80 many peonle lost their arms or legs, and I would have 1ilked
to help them so much. Onoce my father brought in a wounded nerson
from the street in his arms.”

A. Tell me, what do you think a pood father 1s 1ike?

"A good father should punish his son shysiocally if he is
bad., MWy father 1s a very good father. But I am also modeat.
I never say, if I see something, a bip horse or anything like
that, that I would 1ike to have 1t. A good father shouldn't
drink, and he doeen't play cards. He sats fruit {nstead."

what 1a an ideal teacher like?

"He doesn't exerclse favoritism. He keeos the class in
order, and discinlines the boys, and he tesches well. He ia
inot occunied with gomething slse all the time instead of taking
cars of the ohildren."

What does a gocd mother do?

"A good mother never leaves her children. She takes care
of them and doesn't let them grow up on the street.”

What are the three worst things a child can do?
"To lie, to steal, und to fight with other boys."

What are the three wost imoortent thinge & child should be
taught?

"To be intellipgent a-d smart, to be good, and not to be ruds.”
What are the three worct things one cen say about someone?

"That he 1s not intelligent, to tell sbout somebody that he
1s bad while he is good, and that he always fights with o thers,"
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VI.

A. How let me aslk you a little about the revolution. Can
you tell us why the Hungariens started the revolution?

"I saw only that the rebels came in cars end asked svery-
body to join them. The peonle first demonstrated, then .ent to
the Radlo and wanted to broadcast something. Howsver, they
couldn't get into the bullding. Therefore they wanted to break
in. Then the AVH started shooting at the veonle, and as & re-
sult the demonstrators got wesnons too end started to fight. It
was od for one day only, and then Kadar or somabody else asked
the Russien troone to come in. The Russians came and everything
was finlshed."

Who told you these thingaf?

"I heard these thingas from sverybody. ™y father took nart
in the demonstrations, but I didn't Ithow exactly why the fighting
started. Howsver, now the mlsery {8 greater in Hungary than it
was before.”

B. #hat imoressed you most during the revolutlon?

"Thers were a few things I remember well. e went to the
Stalih Statue because a friend of my father'a was burled there,
and I wanted to put 1lowers on his grave, and then the Russian
soldlers ohssed me away. I remember also well when the Russliene

arrived. They just stood in front of our house and cleansd
their weavons, and asked me whether I was a Fasolst. But I
didn't feel any fear. I only cdisliked them. I saw them eating,
the Russlan soldlers., They ate a brown bread that ws never gave
even to our plgs. I heard that in the country a Rusalan gocldier
gave his tank for a loaf of white bread. TFor me, maybe the most
axclting was, when at the beginning of the revolutlon, we pasted
tbhe Kossuth emblema all over the street, when we out the different
sordpis against the Ruselans on the walls. It was so interssting
to see that 1f the Communists threw leafleta on the streets, no-
body nicked uvp a single one of them. But if the revolutionista
put up a noster, within a few minutes thave wias such a crowd
around it that nobody could ever get there and read it.

"I slso heard durlng the revolution that the members of the
AVH wers hangud on the streets and tortured. It was okay; they
degsarved it.




V. RaGARDS AND PUNISHEVENIS

A Have you been rewarded at school for good work?

"The only reward we ever got at school was the Plonser
certificate. Only those boys got 1t who behaved well. Some-
times we aleo got & small Communist emblem, 1f we were very
good and 1f we ansgwered all the nuestions correctly for a
month. I never got such an emblem. That miserable little boy
got 1t all the tlme."

B. Were you ever nunlshed at school?

"If hm we came late in the morning, or if we dldn't behave,
then we had to stand for an hour or when we broke the window with
& football once, I haed to stand for an hour with my hands 1ifted
above my head. It was very unolessant. If zomebody did some-
thing very wrong, then he was sent to the Directoyswho beat the
boy. Buot he gave a sound drubbing to somebody who got into his
territory.”

Ce Wwere you ever nunlshed by your narents?

"Yes, if I talked baok. They were very nervous. I will
naver forpet that my father drubbed ms =o etrongly twice that I
could hardly eit, in spite of the faot that he did 1t only with
his hande. But rsgularly, he only gave me & few slavs on my
face if I did sonething wrong."
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Now tell us something mbout your family. Vhat did your
father do, and your mother? |

Pty mother worked in & string factory. She worked on thres
different machines in three shifts -- once in the morning for a
xweek. Then for a week in the afternoon, and then for a wesk at
night. WMy father was always on the road. He had a motor cycle
with a sldecar, and he transvorted neonle and other things on hia
motor cyele. ‘Teually he worked from 8100 o'ecloeck in the morning
until 7¢00 o'eclock in the evenlng. My grandfather was a shoe=
maker. %e lived in the XIIIEh district. It was a small house
with a small garden. The whole neighborhood ineluded thils tyme
of house. In oar house there was one room, & kitchen and a
bathroom, but there was no bathtub, only & cold water faucet.”

Wihere did you sleen?

"We had a large double bed for my narsnts, and one bed for
me .

"My mother's salary was 1000 forints, and my father made
about the same. But even 8o, we couldn't buy anything else but
food. It was imvosalible to buy clothing. Hhenever I got some-
thing I weas overjoyed. At homs, a nerson had to work for an
hour 1n order to be able to buy ons egg. In 1950, father had
hia own shon -- a canvas and ssck storse. Then he had money, but
the store was conflscated and noth was left. Filnally, my
father had to sell esven his sulte. I got some olothing for
Chrlstmas sometimes, and I wee the only one in the fanily who
ate frult. Ones in a while my mother bought me s hall{ »ound of
;umg Eind of frult. Owr food was mostly potatoes and breed with

ard.

¥ho did thse housework?

"Wy grandmother lived with us. She had no nensions I don't
know why; nerhans becauss she waan't a Communist. She worked
around the house, cooked, smd I helvned her pomatimes. I cut wood

for ths stove becauss we cooked on & wood turning firenlace.
Crandmother took cars of me too after I got home %rﬂm sohool."
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But what did you tell your narents about school? You said
you dldn't talk about everything, but what did you talk
about?
“H% father told me that what I lsarned about Rekosi was not
true. believed what =y father told me."

Did you ever talk sabout what haovened at home when you were
at school?

"I never talked at sohool about what hapwensd at home, bo=-
causeé I didn't went the Communists to learn about it. My father
didn't talk very favorsbly sbout them. My ovarents told me that
I sghouldn't talk at schcol, and grandmother told me this once
in a while too. Uhenever they talked about something In front
of me, afterward they alweys told me not to tell it to anyoody.

D, Whet did you do efter school hours?
my aomework,
"First I finished, end then I went out to play."

What kind of books did you read?

"I rsed my achoolbooks and falry teles. I have bsautiful
books at home. I got them from my varents for Christmas. I
read all kinds of litersture for youth. For instance, novels
1ike "?hﬁ Boys of Pal Street" (this is a famous novel bv Fersnc
NMolnar) .

What other amusemsnts dAld you take vart in?

"We went to the movies once a week, but those films ﬂﬁtlt
always with the Russians too. They defeated sverybody. They were
terribly bad films."

Did you do any snorts?

"Yes. We played soccer. I also took part in racing and
high Jumoing.”

what did you play with other ochildrsn?

"We olimbed trees, we bullt gardens, olsyed soccer, and we
always nlayed "war',"

Did you take nart in the Plonesr Movement?

"Unfortunatsly, yes, with a red necktie. It was comvulsory.
We learned how to salute. We had to confess that we were =roud
of our red necktleas, and If we did not behave, then our tuacherx
took thle necktie away from us. I was slways very Rlad, by the
Way, wnen she did. They told us that that red neektie wes a plecs
of the big Russlan flag, and thie way we WmEEzaxxik all became
small parts of thls big unity, and thet we should be proud of 1t."
(He saye this very disdainfuzly.}
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Let'2 say there are two

is the son

common laborer.

LII/%

children of your age. One of them

of a man who once was a lawyer, but is now a

The other 1s the son of & man who wos a

common laborer ten years sgo, but now is the manager of a
factory. Which of them would you rather have as = frlend?

"I would have

the lawyer's som, because the other had to be

surely a great Communist, otherwise he couldn't have gotten a
good job. My father had an sccident. A nolice car crashed into
his car and it was the volloeman's fault, but he wasn't punished,
ave any »robe Iin connection with this scecldent.

and he didn't h
But my father w

and afterward he had to va

factory, when a
forints only fo
work. "

es in

he hospltal. He had to be operated ofl,
all the exwenses. And once, in the

machize out off two of his fingers, he got 90
r that for every month, as loag me he couldn't

And what would you do if nelther of the two boys was a
CommunistX, or the two fathers?

"In this case, I would chooss both of them as friends."

Did you have religious inatruction at 2choolX or slsewhere?

"There was n

For a special

at sochool.
ligious class,

me in a sveclal religious cour

0 offledal religious instruotion at achool,

o8, asomeone coulld reglster in a religious class,
but sverybody who registered there had different disadvantages
refore my mother didn't reglster me in that re-

but during the

church every Sunday, and took
In the summer religlous clsse I was nrepared for

I 1iked to go there very much, and I knew every-

my mother always exnlained sll ths realigious

But even eo, I registered in ths sumier course

Holy Communion.
Conf irmation.
thing, becausse
satorles to me.

my Director learned about,
two marks becauese of that.

gummer vacation my mother reglsterad
se. Besidesy that, I went to the
oart In the confession and ths

md they lowered all my grades with
when I recelved this very bad certe

ificate at the end of the yeer, I was extremely angry at the
Communists, snd esneclally at & our PDirector, but still the

religlous class was worth more
2eonle. Oh, those Communistsl|
poem, XXxXmEE or a m¥uwg

the Communists.
the Eﬂ.l‘th“. Da

to me than to drov it for those
If at achool I had to lsarn =&

aXmr song, it was always about Stalin and

For instance, we learnsd "Arise, you Slaves of
mo 1t, they are the slaves, those Comminists,"

B. Did you tell your narents whast hannensd in school?

"My parsnts didn't ask
school. They had thsipr own
nervous. He always wanted t
talk at home about

collected thoae
the Russians.”

hand grenades,

sbout everything that haooened at
troublee. My father was always very
© leave Hungery. I myself didn't
hat havoened d wing the revolutionx when we

and what we olamnned to do agaizst



What did you do together with your frienda?

"We vlaysd sococcer, climbed trees, sneaked Into the army
barracke once in a while, but when we wanted to go in during
the revolution, the Russian soldiere pointed thsir guns at
us. In the revolution and afterward, we collected ths shells
and took the punnowder out of them with one of my friends, but
I never talked about this to anybody. de hm also bullt gardens
with flowers. We had all kindes mg of gemes.”"

What did you talk about with your friends?

"During the revolution, we talked about the Communists all
the time, about how we sould make some trouble for them. We
pasted the Rossuth emblems on the mmkizx street, and also mExiad
valnted on the walls with blg letters "Russisns go homel" Ve
couldn't do anything more. E know about boys who wanted to
fight, but their mother didn't allow them. It wes = pity, be~
cause during the revolution in the court of the ermy barracks,
there were big boxes full of weanona, and anybody who wanted to
could take one. Az long as we couldn't fight, we at least col-
lected the hadd grenadesy which wére not exnloded, in order to
avold troubls later on."

Whom did you like among your friends and whom didn't you?

"I liked all my friends, but there was a boy, a tig strong
boy, who ceame among us all the time, and always wented to Tight
wi us. I didn't like thle boy, but he was not friend. WMy
friende and I always held together end made a little grouv.
Making exact nlans, we went ggainat the Communist ohilldren. Ue
threw ghells at them."

How dld you mow that they were Communilete?

"I heard from my friends, and the neonle aleo talked about
it, that those chlldren v ers Communists. I didn't like enybody
who was a Communist. We generally thought that a child whoae
father was a Communist must be a Communist. Evem if somebody
wae an honest man, he had to belong to the Party; otherwiss, he
wo :1d have lost hls job. Thils didn't mean thet everybody was
bad who was a Commuonist. But stlll, we never told anything to
those Communist boya.”

Were there any children at school who were looked un to
by all the others?

"We haed only a tinrlrtr&mhling boy who was very smart. [He
wag looked voon br others.. I liked hlm very =uch but the othars
didn't, becnuse they also wanted to be s=mert. /e had no other
cutstanding boys besides this one, and our little groun beat ths
boye who wanted to become big anyway. I wilsh my frisnds wers
here with me. I wouldn't be so lonely here."
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II1. THE SCHOOL SITUATION

A. Can you tell us something about your school in Hungary?
What were your subjects?

"Our subjects were arithmetio, reading, writing snd grammar,
geograohy, s ing, drawing and gymnastie. In our Hungarian
reading lesson, we always read about Stalin and Rakosi. Ve pead
about the 1life of Stalin. I wasn't too much interested in 1t.

We had to learn what & big oersonality Rekosi was, and what a
grult Communlst; how he wes liberated by the Communists, and how
be Communlats helped Bungary to be 50 great and wonderful. I
hated the Communiste, by the way, togethsr with my father. There-
fore we took part in the revolation. BRut nobody else in the olags
liked 1t either. 'y friends had the same oninion as I hed."

Wohich sub jeots dld you 1like the most?

"I liked arithmetio and gymmastic. I can count very well; #x
this Is why I 1iked it, Xkxmw and it was so good to jumn eround
durlng the gymmastic hour."

Which subjJeots did you 1ike the least?

"The reading class, because we always read about the Rus-
slans."

Tell me something about your teaschers now.

"Every subjeot wes taught by one tsescher in our oclass. te
“as a young man around 30, If we didn't behave, he pulled oup
hair a 1little and that was all. Only ainging and gymnastic were
taught by two womsn teachers.”

Did your teachers treat 21l the ohildren soually?

"I liked our teacher very much. He was just. He treated
all the children equally.

"Only our Director was very strict. He oame into the clasa
very often and beat the children if they did something wreng.
fou see, a Director under Communism had to be & Party menber.

My father or my =mother could never have gotten such a Jjob. But
our teacher was not & Communist,”

Tell me something about your classmatss. Who were your
friends?

"I had four friends. One was only my clessmete, and the oth.p
three lived close to our home. One of them was B Freedom Fighter.
He was 14 years old. When I was L years old, they were alresdy
my friends. But I mads frlends with the Freedom Fighter just be-
fore the revolution.”



