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IXe Finall tel]l me what atrikes commleta=

"Firat of 211, that in HEwngary there 1s Communisnm
and the money has no valve whatzoever, Here you don't
bave all this. Then, here In America meonle are allowed
to talk freely ond don't have to be afrald of doing so.
Peonle 1llve well and Lhe money here has a terriflc pure
ohase value."

Wihat sre the things you lilke most shout the 1.5.%7

"Oh, I love those big, blg houses. At home I never
gaw such blg houses.”

18 _there snything you disanorove of heref®in the U.8.?

"Yes, I think thet the children hepe are very naughty.

They don't study erough and they are alwawe [lghting and
cuarreling.”

THE END




gH#ijM VIII/13

¥ What do you know about Rakoczi?

"He was the son of Francis Rakcezi ths Firat, and
he was ths leader of the Kuruc psonle and foupht against
the German Labaneo.”

What do gou know about Petofif?

"liell, wI told you already what I Imew about him.
!IEHIIEI wag & very famous Hungarian voet who dled very
YOUNE «

What do you know absut Kossuth?

"I have heard a great deal about him. He was &
very great lesder. Wasn't he a post also?"

' wag Szechenvi?

"He was an suthopr.”

Who was Dealc?

"He was a kind of leader 1llke the “rasldent here
in the Un'ted Stetea.”

The boy however had not heard ahout Maria Teresa,
@bout Gabor Bethlen,amdl about Tanosios he heard that he
was & friend of Petof! aend elso a noast.

About Dozsa he sald "He fought for the rights of
the Hungarlan peopls but that was a very long time ago.”

When as''sd what he 'rnew about Horthy, the ansuap
was: "He was the presldent of the Hungarisn nation bae
fors 1@1{5- "

Who was Mindsgenty?

"He was the Cardinal of Hungery and he always preachsd
againat the Communiste, therefore they hated him bscause
the Communlsts don't Liks anybody don't 1ike enybody to
be raliﬁiuuu. ‘herefore they put Cardins) Windszenty into
nrlaon.

Wnen asked about Imre Nepy the young boy sald, "Well,
[ told you slready that I thirnk him to be the groatest live
ing Hunpgarian.”
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VIII. SPECIAL SECTIOR

Ra wnen asked to mention the thres greatest neonle in
the world, the l1little boy said "Please let me think a
little bit, becsuse this 13 something I have to make up
my mind about first.”

After a counle of minutes he said "Columbus was one
of the most famous pecple beczuse he dlscovered Amerilca.
Then comes Petofl, because he was the most fsmous Hungarian
poet, and In splite of having died very young he wrote #x
80 many very famous vosms. He was only 24 yeara old when
be died. You lmow that. /nd the third most famous man
is Stalin, but not because of his goodness, but because
bs waes g0 bad."

ilhen I asked him to mentlion three living great
veovle, he sald "Can these be politiclans?" and I sesured
him yes.

Sc the boy seld "Here in Amsrlca the most famous
man of course ie President [Lisenhower, and then Vice=
President Nixon. Among the others, I belleve Krushchew
is nretty famous for being a Rusoien Communlist big shot.”

Who do you think is the greatest living Hunpgarian?

} Tk thkk

The llttle boy had hils anawer ready -- Imre Nagy,
and he also pgave his answer il::::limmﬂdiﬁtaly bacause
"he has stated the will of the Hungarian nation. He
vanted Hunpgary to be neutrel and he was very much loved
by the Hungarian neonle.”

"I also think there iec another very famous Hungarian
man, and thia 1a Meleter. Fe was the one who was the
leader of the Hungerlan Fresdom Fightera. Unfortunately,
aé I heard, he was taken prisoner by the Russians."

B. I am po
Bungarians.

Who was St. Stephen?

"He waa a king of Hungary."

Yihet do you know about King Yathlas?

"He too was a Hunﬁarian king who 1liked his neonle
very much. ke occuvisd Vienne, took it from the Cormans,
and the Huogarlan ssonle liked him very much for be ing
alvays & very Just ling."
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VII. Could you tell me what wou would 1ike to bs whian
Jou grow uo

"I think I would 1ike to beeoms a doctor, because
I 1like to help neopls and, last but not least, doctors
are oretty well »oaild here as I've haard.”

wonder whether vou can $6ll me what a pood father
1a liéuz

"A good father must be very strict with his boy, but
il his boy is a decent ochlld, the Tather must alsoc hold
him In assteem. But if he 1s bad then he should bs striet.”

What is an l!deal teacher 1like?

"An ldesl teacher I believe must be very fair but
very striet."

what is a good mother like?

"A good mother must love her chilldren, must take good
eare of the family, but she too must be strict.”

You bave hold me right now that you want g good father,
a good toacher, a good mother, all thres of them, to be
strict. Now tell me why vou are of this oninion.

"I know, Mise, beocause If you are strict with a ehlld
when he is young, then later on shen he is grown up he
won't become a hoodlum and he will become a decent nerson.
Also, then he will alwaye respect his narents. Further-
more, if' you are strict with a kid amd melke him learn what
he hag to learn, then when he 1is frown un he can succeoed
much better in life 1f he has studied cronerly.”

Uhat are the three worst thinme a did csn do?

"First of all, if he 1z always fighting, then if he
cerries those switbh-blade k+ives the way the kidas here
do, and then 1f he doesn't behave decently in the strest.”

fihat ere the thrse most important thin g a kid should

be taug

"Firat of all, that & kid must pesnsct his narents
and his teachers. Then sevond, ho must be obedlent and
third he must learn how to behnve oroverly."”

What are the three worst things one egn say about
Hﬂmﬁnﬂﬂ?

"These three things are that a nerson is sclfish,
that Ea is envionz of others, and thirdly that he is
lazy.
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I too could go ocut and filght. I found weanons In the
street, you know, a quite ssrviceable tommy pun, and
8lso I received ammunition from the Freedom Fighters.
Then once 1 managed to fill & Molotov coektall. Do

youa know what these are? Of course you do, don't you?
Then I wmas lucky to find a tank. The Russlan was still
in 1t, so I threw the bottle agalnst the tank and when
the Ruselan climbed out I szhot him.”

Weren't you afrald of shooting snd of the consequemces?

"No, I was not afraid. You Mnow Miss, i you have
& weapon in your hands, then you mre nevsr afrazid. One
thing I can tell you. I am sorry that I was unable to
gt my hande on an AVH men, bscause I wouldn't have honored
bim by shooting him, but I would have liked to 311t up hia
ntm;]nlul# with a big knife, Yes, M'am, this is the Cos=pel
truth.

pid u _tell your parents what you were doing out in
the ngﬁnEL?

"Certalnly not Mias. Do you think they would have
let me go out again if I told them that I wes taking part
in the fighting?"

Xihy readly did you take sart in the revolution?

"Beceuse I was so terribly mad, (and here the boy
gritted his teeth and clenched his fists), "I hated them,
I bated them, the Communlets and the Fusslans, and mostly
1 hated them for having killed that pal of mine."




CH=23=M WRX
R vi/9

VI. THE HUNGARIAN REVILUTION

A. QOgn you tell me why 1n Bungary the rewvolution really
EEEEEEHT

gaa

"I'11 tell you why. There was a dlrty, lousy skunk
ealled Gero, This made gave a soesech In which he aaid
the Hungarians are gang a%era end hooligans, and then of
course the Hungarisns didn t want to swallow thle and
tolsratée such language.”

Who told you this?

"Hobody told me, but after all, I am a Hungarian too,
and I fixzmsx disaporove of being talked to in such a way.
Nobody can say anything nssty about the Hunpgarian nation.”

B. What impressod you most during the revolution?

"I got terribly mad wvhen I gaw how in ths house next
door to ugs the AVH had donned white Red Croszs uniforms and
hid thelr tommy gune under them, pretending they were goling
to helo the mmmx wounded, and all of a sudden they atarted
shooting on the neovls. I also saw how a young boy in the
same house where we lived looked out from the window, and
then from another house an AVH sniper shot him and he was
killed right in front of me."

C. Did you take part In tho revolution?

"Yes Iddid, but not to such an extent as my brother,
who waa everywhere == In front of the FParliament, and at
the Radio., He told me about many things he witnessed.

My father and mother of courss stayed at home, and I was
supposed to stay with them. DBut wharever I could I

sneakxed away. I must tell you that the AVH peonle who

were hanged by the Freedom Fighters merited thelr fate.

I aaw one of those gangatsrs hung up, head down, and

3000 forinte were pinmcd behind hls lega. 7This was his
palary. You know, Mise, thay gm received terrific salarlaes
while other people had to go hungry.

"There wea slgo something else. You lmow the Hungarian
Communist radio wes lying all the tilme, and this enraged
us., The Hungarlans Tought hapnily and gladly for thelr
fresdom and they wers not gangsters.

XTell ms somethlns now abdut your own exnerisences
dur Ing the revolutiona

"You see, it was like thla. Whensver I eould, I
gnosiked away and ran down iInto the street only so that




V. REVARDS AND PUNISHMENTS
A Havs ;gu been rewardsed at aschool for good work, and
0, how

if so, howi

"At the end of the school year we usually recelived
books &s & reward., I falways had top marks and thus often
received books. If you had only §x% §fives eas marks, then
you were rewarded with ths book in vublic at the auditar lum
of the sohool, and All parents snd other kids atfended.

But 1f you had : 1 or 2 fours among your marks, then the
pramium was dlstriboted in ¢lass only. The bocks were
dedicated to g0 and so for hls good studlies.”

EB. Viers you ever punighed at school?

"Of course. Vhen we were very naughty then we had
to stand up, for inatance, In classz, or stand with ralsed
arms for 15 minutes, ete. Alao, we wore keot alter class
for an hour or 2o and not gllowed to g0 home II we were
naughty. Only the rude tsecher was really ruds with us,
as I mentioned, and he beat ua up sometimes, even with
his fists, and ha vpulled our halr."

Cs Viere you ever punished by your narents?

"Gartainlz. Irf I was naughty, then I was punished.
I had to stand in the comer, for Instance, or kneel in
the corner. Somatimes, also, my mother gave me a alap

in the face, snd sc did my fether. Why? Well, for Iin-
stance, I came home later than I promised, or I was told
to. Then onee I broke a window with my football or for
instance, if I waa disresnecctful to my varents and talked
backs I muat admlt that I wes a »retty naughty boy and
very 1lvely. But you see my parents wers vary falr.
First they alweys warasd me 17 I didn't behave I would

be punished. S0, if I wes neughty, I was punlshed indeed,
and that was the end of it."
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iV. Regarding his femily beckground, the %id gave the
following Information:

"Father wae a tallor. FHe had his own shop. He was
vhat we called Maszek. I axpect vyou know what that 1s.
And for thls very reason we were oppressed by the regims.
Father haed one asslstent, and of courss I helved him a
great deal. But you know he hed to be very cautious, and
whenever some stranger came to our apartment , this man
hid away, because had the authoritles known that father
was keeping an asslatant, he would have had to pay through
kis nose in taxes.

"We lived in the 5th district nesr the Nador St. We
had three rooms, a kitchen and also & working room for
my father. The apartment was shared by the four of us,
father,mother and my eldest bLrother and myself. I shared
8 room with my brother and had my own bed which was xXsm
also handed down from my brother. This wae & wonderfully
made, real old-fashioned bed. You can't get such pleces
of furniturs anymore. You know that my mother was prem-. .
ilssd 1500 forints for this old bed, but of course we
didn't sell it because we dldn't have the money to buy
myself a new ce'fl .

Who did the housewori”

"It was mother, but I helped her. Then we also had
en 0ld lady who came. She wasn't & Commmiet elther.
We paid her now and then for her work because the old
women was of course very noor and she needed that 1little
mone y .

"Since both of my verents stayed at home and worked
&t home of course they took care of me after eschool.™

WV or FERen
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What gbout soortas?

"I ¥new how to awim, and 1ln ths summer I used to go
and swim in the Demube whenever I could manage."

Did you belong to the Pioneeras?

"Yes, I did. We did all kinds of exercisses, ws took
part in all sorts of marches and excursions. As I mantioned
glready to you, we liked the man who was mkour instructor
at the Plonesers. He was strict but fair."
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"She also used to tell me fhxihow much food they
used to have in Hungary during those times, or oranges,
bananas and such things that I have never seen in my
1ife. Of course; I only believed rarente snd my
family. You know, the troubls was that whenever some

delicatessen foods arrived in Hungary, or some fruit,
oranges, bananae, stc., the Jews who had so much more
money than we bought i1t un. You see, the trouble with
them was, they really didn't do any harm to us, but we
didn't llke them for such things."

C. W gort of thinge dld wyou talk about at school
with your elessmates

"Well, we moastly talked about soccer. Everybody
was mad about soccer and we only nlayed soccer at every
interval and telled about 1t. As I t:14 you slready,
sinoe my parentes often sald things that really were
quite dangerous, and sinece they also had warned me not
to talk at school about esrtain things, I kent mg mouth
shut. T knew I would have gotten them into troubls.

Ve had encugh when ouwr father was taken as s soldier de-
goite his age."

D. iihat did you do after school houras?

"First of all, I went home and then I sat down to
do my homewerk, I learned what I hadkto lsarn by heart,
I wrote my lessons and read. After that, I uaunllg had
& late lunch, then I helped my mother in the household.
I elways liked to heln my fether too. I helmed him with
hig tailor workt, I hslved mother by running srrands for
her. Then I ecleaned the rooma, neeled the notatoes, snd
1f there was some mors time laft, then only I went out
to nlay with =g my friends. \le also played hide ani sesk
and we chased each other around the Square. But we also
liked to kid the girls very much. We chased them around
and, for instance, we slso ruined thelr sand castles they
were bullding on the nlayground.”

Did you resad now and then?

"Oh yes, I read & great deal. I rcad Robinson Crusos
and T read The Stara of Eger by Gardonyl. ia 18 g very
famous historical novel by & very famous Hungarian author,
a very ssrious and Interesting book.) I also read cowboy
bocks. All the booka I took out from the Cireculsting 11-
hI‘ﬂI’T "

"ile also went to the movies sometimes, but very sel-
dom. You see, my parents were alwaye very busy,"
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kidas. These, then, very often atbacked us, and we really
fought battles."

Were there any kids in your class who wers looked

us to?

"They were. There was one sspecially who was an
extremely good soholar. We liked him very much and
everybody held him in high esteem. There were a couple
of boys who were very bad students. These I helped and

3 I taught them to read eésneclally, snd theraefore thece
kide liked me very wmuch also."

Now, listen sonny, I'm g2ihg to nut a very tricky
aueztion to you. Think hard and try to give me an
answer. Let us say that In your elass there are two
children of your ape. One is the son of & man who was
once a lawysr but ls now a common laborer; the othasr 1a
the son of s man who was a common laborer ten years ago

but now he 1s the manager of a fastory. ihilch of them

would you rather have as a friend? .

"The son of the former lawyer and for the very reas-
on tﬁnt durlng the Communist regime he was an oppreesed
mai.

I mentioned hera to him that neither of the narents
ia a Communist. He then answored "Even thenm I would
gtick to the boy of the lauyer, beeauss before the war
aind Communism this man orobebly as a lawyer has served
Hungarian Justice, and now because ths Communists do not
allow him to work as a lawysr and to sarve Hungaerian
Justice, he 1s op-ressed.”

Did you have rellpious instrugction at school?

"No, we 414 not. But xmplesse, ™Mias, really I was
religlouss My mother taught =e and I went to church
evary Sunday with my family. I also had a very gpood
friend who assisted at Mass every day, but he had to
suffer for this very much."

B. Did you slways tell your persnts what happened at

achool

"Yes, 1 did. But whenever I told at home something

I heard at school my perente alueye sald "Thls is hot worth

a4 damn. Of course, I never revected this at school. On

the whole, I can say I was fucky. I never slinped un and

I nover put my foot in 1t becsuse I was oretty careful not
. te Sallk about things I heard st home. Also, I never told

anybody at achool how my grandmother used to tell mé how

much better the situation and 1ifs was before the war and

before Communism.”
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taught by a woman teacher. She taught us mathematics,
reading and writing. Oym was uxtavught by a male tescher
who was extremely strisct with us. He ¥alled his head off
end gometimes he even nulled our hair, The singing les-
sons were glven by another woman teacher. I liked my
teacher, the one who taught the reguler subjects, because
ehe wasn't too striect with us."

Did they treat all children ecually?

"Ho. They were always much nicer with the Communist
klds, and they even nralsed them when they didn't know
their lessons very well. Of course, the teachers did not
dare to be too strict with those kida.

"The headmaster, on the other hand, was very astrict.”

Did you have any Communist teachers at your school?

"Yes, we had. The one who was the leader of the
Ploneer Yovement was a Communiat. But you know, Miss, g
1t 1s something funny. Thls man always oraised the Soviet
and I bslleve therefors that he was a Communist. But
nevertheless we liked him because that man had somethi
in bim. He was strict with us and kept = very strict dis-
¢ipline, and he knew how to go about this. He treated us
very felrly, however, and he never tried to ram Communism
down our throats, so to sneak. I don't think he was a
Party member."

"However, everybody knew sbout the heedmester that
he was a real Communist. He too was elways singing the
oraises of the Soviet army. Uie was around 34 years old,"

I would 1ike to lmow something now about your classa-
mates and your ‘ .__Wiho were t ey’

"I hed several friends at schonl, and maybe you will
be amazed to hcar that I had = friend who was & Communist.
He never went to achool and he always oraised the Soviets.
we often quarreled on sccount of this, but then we made
it up because he wasz an axtramuli good football nlayer.

1 waz the cantain of the football team at class. ihe
father of this kid was a shoemaker.

"Then I hed snother frisnd whose father wes an
architect and this boy too I quite liked., On the whole
I mas friends with the whole elass.

"Ap 8 rule we nlaysd soccsr, then we always fought
battles with the Communist boys in the school. You see,
we hied "i? and "B" classes in avery grade because there
“ere B0 many kide and the "B" was choek full of Communist
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III. THE SCHOOL SITUATION
K

"We had arithmetic, then what they called discussions
of conversation. Then we had Bungarisn grammar, reading
and writing. Further, drawing, singing and gyme.

"The conversation lossons or clessses were & kind of
slmnlified geograohy, I ocould say. Ve talked about things
that were hammening in the world and also we wers taught
meny times how the heroic Russlan army liberated the Hun-
garian vpeonle. There was also the story of & Fuasslan
goldler we read in our resder. This was a true story.

I was told how this Russian soldler helped a lungarian
agricultural mac!ilnery suvervisor, and he in turn wrote
@ Ikletter to that lHusslan soldier.

"In our reading clamses agein we had to read mostly
about the Soviet Union and very little sbout Hungary.
However, we read about Francis Rakoczi. Then, 1n our
singing classes we sgain sang Communlst songs, no Hune
garian folk songs at all, and also somstimes we sangm
children's songa."”

Yhlch were your favorite subjects?

"I 1iked mathematiocs best, because this 1sa some thing
interesting, and at least in this mmg§ subject there was
nothling about Communism and they couldn't teach us in a
slanted wey. You see I hate the Communists. They wers
conressing me, oo resaing us. My father made his living
ag & tallor end made qulite good money, but they wanted
him to sign a nease loan which was much mors than he
could afford. S0 as a punishment, in spite of the fact
thet ho was forty-Iive years old, he was called up am &
soldier, and he had to live in a camd, sometimes under
tents only. He got only two forinta a day, which of
course you can imagine was not encugh. Thus mother had
to go to work; she also did sswing. [Cut you ¥now, when
the revolution broke out fether deserted and cams home.
Ve heard several times that the former soldlers wera
called back to raturn to thelr units. Father didn't
want to, end that's how and why we came away."

What shout your teachers? Tell me somesthing about
tEEm-

"¥We had ssveral tcachers. The main sub jects were

_a S



