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6. Both parents of his &sre here with him 4in the US,
Grandparents remeined in Bungary. At present the family
lives at 83rd S5t. on East Side, where they heve &

three room apartment, plus kitchen and bath. Both
parents are working, father at the Schwartz toy fac-
tory and mother at the American Express Broadway
office. (foreign checks dept,)

I1I. THE SCHOOL SITUATION

A. "What ocan you tell me about your school in Hungary?
"Which subjects did you have?"

"You see Auntle, it was very difficult for the tsachers
&n Hungary to tesch us, because they always had to say
that we were "liberated" by the Fussians and what's more
they Inr: controlled whether or not they were teaching
ua this.

"Our subjecta were urithmutiua; reading, writing, singing
"oonversatien" and gymnestics,

"What did you talk about in ycur "eccnversation" classes?

"Moatly it wae sbout natural history, about electriclty
the water power, and such things, but also we were told
much ebout the generosity of the Russlan army, how they
fed us eto. and such lies."

"And what about your reading classes?"

"Here we read feirytales, and also poesms by Petofl.
But do you know that they hed the cheek to alter hie
poems, or to omlt & 1ine now and thsn,"

"How did you kncw this?"

"Grand-Ded ussd to read his poems to me, and I have found
out for mysslf that our Reader did not contain his com-
plets poems."

"What kind of songs did you sing in clasa?”

"These were mostly about the valiant Russien soldiers,
Ve seng very little Hungarian songs, and no folk scngs
at all,



"|i

CH - 20 -~ M
P 3-""

"Which wae your favorlte subject?"

a1 § lik:ﬁ-nrithmatics. then writing, gymn and of course
I 1iked always to draw."

"Can you tell me why you liked these subjects?"

"Well, you see I love tc count, and work with figurss,
hera too I am very good at 1t, I attend the parochilal
school of the R.Cs muins at 82nd street. Even though

I belong to the Evangelical Church. Our priest is
qgi::ﬁmgd At us ror this, but I think this ie silly

of kim, .

"OQymr I love beceuse it rives me the opportunity to
get some exerclse which ls alwsys very difficult $o
get .Af you live in a city."

"The drawing of course 1s stmething I cen do real well,
I always hed & "5" in drawing. I expect you kmow that
this I= the best mark you cen get in Huncery. I always
had 5-3 in every subfect, and was what they called a
Rohamplon student”,

"Now I would like to hear something abcut your teachers

"We had the seme woman teaclier for all subjects, except
singing and gymn, which were taught by two men, I also
had German lessons from an Austrian men, he tabdght me
in his epartment."

"Did gyou like or dislike your teachers?"

*.1 did like ell of them mors or less, even though the
gymn teacher was quite strlict with ua. You sea the
woman teacher was striet too, but 1n e different way,
more delicately, you understand what I mean don't youf"

"Did your teachers treat all children equally"?

"As a2 rule yes, but somehow they hsd to be much nicer
with the kids of AVH force men, these were after all
communists, that's whyt"
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As a rule yes, but eomehow they had to te much nicer with
the klda of AVE foree man, these were after all ocommunlets
that's why."

"Did you have any communlst teachera?®™"

"I reelly camnot tell for sure. You see they had to teach
in a communist way, or &t lesst defend comuunism, It
happened onte in our school that a teacher was teken
away by the police because gnatead of the Gommunists,he
was prelsing the Hunzarians, Of course, the Follce was
not at fault either because they had to execute orders,
re-ardless whoether they liked to dc¢ 1t or not."

"Pell me Now who were your classpates?" Or rather who
were your rriendst"

"I had two really good friends, the father eof cne was

an officer in the Fire Brigade, the other's dad was a

laboreor in the Gae Plant. I had alsc 3 other friends

but these wers not really good friends.

The officer of the Fire Brigede was a friend of my dad's

and the other kid lived near us, that's how we became friends.
Ve always went and came from school together, we a lso
attended the OGerman lessons together. We mostly plyed

pooocer, or ball, raced on ocur soooters, or played

noldiers?

"We mlso talked m great deal about machines, and how

to invent them he and I we both want to becoms dngzineers,
and I would like to invent scmething that has not been
invented yet in the aeroplans line. We wanta go to into
shipbuilding and I for eeronsutics,"”

"Were there any kids at sghool you did not liket"

"Yes, there wera two boys, I 4id not care for them bacause
they were very bad boys, they were always uncooperstive;
they did not study &t all but played in the streets,”

"Were there any kids you !looked up Lol

Everybody in our olass looked up to the ones who wers

good studente, and who were always willing to belp

them in their studies. I don't want to brag but my two
friends and myself we were pretty popular with the others
except with the communiste, beocause we were always willing

ko hﬁlp th“l'
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‘I probed the child regarding with which boy he wo 14
rather make frilends, the son of & former lawyer or a
former worker, He answered: 3

*I would meke friends with the whose father was

a lawyer before the communist re » because since

he bed to beocome a common laboror now this proves that

‘he wasn l.guud man in thke psat and the Oommunists oppresged
"y . : : % %

%hen I pointed cut to him tiat neither of the E:ﬂl}tl s
& oommuhiet, he esaid:"them I would probably meke friends
with the other boy tco, but.he never ceuld become & very
good friend of mine, since we belong tof a better oclass

abolelly, and the boy of the lower class would probably

prefer to assoeiate with his own class." -

"Did you have religious instruction at school?"
i ye,

"lone st school, but I attended religlous instructions
every Suncey, when we want to church, at thes wicarage.”

B

"Did you tell your parents whet happened at school?"

"Only once d4id I not tell, when I was punighed by the
teacher for fighting with a bey:.over & 8illy matter.
Otherwise wa always disocuased ewerything that was
happening at schcel, But unfortupately, since both of
my parents were working, I could npt be very much with
them, I usually spent my time with grammy. Nevertheleas
I preferred to beliews what my parenta told me because
1 w that the teachers at szchcol were not allowed to
tell us the truth, or else they loae their jcbs,"

C.

“Did you talk about things what happened at home when
Jou were at @choo

"I never discussed family matters at schcol, daddy and
mummy told me not to, as nothing good would result of
it.' refore I talked with my friends only about common-
" place thinge."
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D.
" £ did jyou do af'ter school hourst"

"It dependad &lso which shift I had to attend., We had
our classes aiternatiyely onét week from 8 to 11 and the
next week from 11 to 3 pm." :

"But as & rule I first did my homework. Then if mother
‘wanted me %o do an arrand for her, I went out and did
some shopping ete, Alse I played witk my friends, mostly
with my eleotric train. You know, auntie, I had an slac-
tric train that cost 600 f»t..I believe this would be
125 dollars which is really a terrific amount.”

"I also read a great deal. All sorts of tales, than the
Adventures of Munchausen, slso the story of Jancs Vites
end. cowboy storise, Then I read a ve Interesting book
on the yellow danger that thiiltlnl' opd, you know
what thia means don't you?t Ites abbut how the Chiness

and the Japanese will eventnally take over from the

white races all over the wbrld, Then I also read & lot
abput Runzarian hietory, but thesé bobks gll were books
that were printed before the commurist times, and belonged
to My mother, I also read "™Toldi"™ (this 1= a three volume
long eple poew by world famous poet Arany on the 1life

end deed of a Hunrarian natibnal hereo, Interv,note)
Mother hid these book with hep glater in law when we

were deported,” : . :

"I attended the movies oncé or twice & week, scmetimes
with my parents, or with my pals, You know movies wore
Dot to0 expenslve. I have seen some falry-tale filma

I remamber," . *‘

"My parents alsc taught me sports, I lesrned how %o
awim, deddy teught me how to fence, we fought with
8ticks instead of folls;, {(the kid showed me 2ll the
fencing poeitions)., Then I played tennis with NMummy,
there were large tennis courts slong the Danube near
to where we lived." ' :

"I did not belong to any youth movement, My parents

would not let me because lots of accidents happened
there, and the bigger boys never looked after the younger
one properly,” '
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(I talked to the father’s boy when he brought him to
the interview, end found out that he served in the same’
cavallery regiment of my brothers' and in fact knew them’
personally. He wea & araduste of the Fun-arian Officers?
Academy and a career officer, who, of course was sadked
and persscuted by the communist regime,)

"Daddy worked as a factory worker at the Goldberger
textile factury in Obuda. My godfather and @randdad
vorked there too. Mother worked es a typist-stenographer
but you see the trouble wae that she waes sacked very

of ten, because she never wanted to Join the communist
party. Poor dear, she had so -many jobs." :

"Where did you live when ﬁ"-WT“

EWe lived in the IIX, the Obuda districd, I belleve you
know where this i1s don't you? We had two rooms and &
kitdhen but no bathroogm only a John, the bathtub wis
behind a curtain in the kitchen. Six of us had to live

in thles spartment, you see after being released from de- °
portation, we just could not find any other spartment.

We were three of us, then my godfather and gramny and
grandad,” -= "J am afrdld the nest was very small for
suoh & big hl‘ﬂﬁd'. he added lillt-f‘-l.llll.

"Who did the hnuang_:_-_i_'i'!' ‘

"It was mostly Granny, but all of us lent & helping hend,
I mostly went to do the shoppiag for her, or pseled po-
tatoes, this I liked the best tc do,"

"It was also Granny who took care of me mostly after achodl.
You see we paid her for all her work, because after all
ehe need some money. (randdad had to gc tec work to, poor
old man, he was 62 then, and yet he had %o work in a
factory. But next year whern he reachea 6li, I hope he can
retire, and get his penaion.®

v.
Rewgrds and Punisklments;:’

A.
"Have you been rswsrded at school for good work?"
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"Oh yes, we received books at the snd of the school
term, if we had encugh 5 marks, Inbetwesn we were glven
red stars to wear whensver we had many 5.s, But the
moment I received such a star, I bmh it and never
wore 1t. I would have preferred tc Hﬂli‘ll‘ the Koszsuth

cerest instead of that dann red star." (The Eossuth
emblem ‘is the traditicnal and trge Hun~arien screst.
Intervieweris note),

B.
"Were you ever &m at !#hr:alf'

"Yea, twiee I was kept -r?u- hours, because I did not
do my .arithmetios lesmon,

"there were alsc other punishments..if anybody behaved
badly, bhe was beaten with a cane, cr when he was t-rrl‘bll
bad l'-ha tescher sent a raport.-urd to the pnranth

C.

“Did your parents punieh you ever?"

"Some times" he said with a smile, reminiscensing. 'lnltlr
it was when I personally zot into niuhhr or did some
harmt to myself, thea I got a slap,-but never on ay face
or neok. Mummy sald tiis 1s bad for a kid*s health, so

I got 1t on my fanny. Usuplly my parents deprived me of

- somethling I cared for or wanted to do badly, alao I had
to kneel on corn in the corner, when I was naughty.™

"Usually 1t was Deddy who did the punishing.”

Vi.
"Now I am goil ask to tell me somethi about

A.

"I beard that the University students started thas whole
thing. Theg wanted the Russians to leave Hungary and that
the old real Funcarian flsg be Tlewn {rom everywhers,
without the Russiasn emblemsz, But shen the AVE began to
shoot, and they called in the Russiens; We have heard on
the r adio that fighting is going con. Daddy tooc went to
the Margaret Bridge to fight, Geanny told me that blood
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.was flowing in streams all over the streets in Budapest.

Much shooting was going on for several weeks 1n town,"
"This 12 what happened during the revolution,"

. n ou tell the ians s tad ths. revolution?™

"Certainly, the Pungarians revolted egeinst Russisn

Wﬂlliun, beeause after all they had encugh to pull the

B.

tgh of elavery" fas he put it) for 13 long years, and
Russians elways wanted more shd more from us, After

All I can't ses why should ancther eountry and people
‘81t on the neck of Huncvary. Fobody likes this, Then
'all food was sent to Russisfi, and we had to gc hunary.

Friends of ours, who lived near the Railroad Derct, saw
how everything was shirped out from the country,"”

Wihat lmpressed you meat during the Revolution?”
Maybe I was most impressed by that boy of 1) who has

.-deatroyed 12 tanks with his Molotov Cocktslls. Finally

he was killed in battle and they put on his coffin the

‘seoond Sandor Petofi."
"Also I was very much impressed by heering from Granny

that blood was flowing in etreams in the streeta of

Budeapest. And I was very much hurt to hear that in a
¢hurch the Russlans had gkot on Jasus on the Crosa,"
C. |

"Did you take part in the: Revelution?"

' "I did not. You see it wae like this: only 8 days before

the Rewvelution brok: out wes I relessed from hospital.

I was treated there for inflemmetion of the liver. I
really should have stayad there or at least in bed, but
then when we left Bungery, deddy carried me cn hls back,
and mummy and daddy crawled along the roadside, and the
young man gave them signals with his flashlight,”

Vili.
"What would you like to be whsn Jou_grow uE‘I""

( The kids eyes lit-up and with a broad smile and unheft~
tating he said):
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®Aeronsutlec snginser of course. Since most kinde of
planes are invented already I would like to invent
ecmething new in the field of deslgn, for the comffort
of the passengers, for Instance television !.II&]:II planee
gince sir conditicning has already been installed on
the aeroplanes."

“Tell me, do you have a television now?"

"Oh no, we don't own one yet, I see 1t when I geo visiting
friends, You see Daddy still has many debte to pay off
firet, instalment payments for furniture and all other
essential thinge, so we must walt when all this 18 clesred
then we shall be able to buy m television also."

"What is your idea what should a gocd father be like?”

"He loves his kid, and tries toc fulfil his wishes. Then
for instance as 1t heppened once in Fungery the communiats
wanted to take awgy a kid, because hes spoke badly about
the communiasts, his father went with thHe communists into
priscn instead of the boy. Also I bellevw a good rathur
must teach his child Hungarian history and religion.”

"What 1a &n idesl tesoher liket"

"A good teacher must be very strict with the ohildrem,
espeocially when the kids don't study their lessons. Not
like here in Americs. Here they just write a note to the
parents, A good teacher must teach me patiently until I
have learned and understood everpthing well.™

"What does a good mother do?"

She looks after her kid, coocks for him and whenever a
ohilé is esking queetiors she answers him patlently.
Also she gives him money for ice~oream should he esk.
She & 1o should not do &8 bad mothers do who go outbt

B great deal vieiting with friends and then dcn't care
about their children. Or a good mother should be like
Mummy, who ll‘l’lxl telke over thinge that happen in the
world, with me.

"What ere the three worst things a child can do?"

"Pirst of all if he doee not obey his parente, then if
he kills his parents - as I hear there are so many patri-
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oides here~ and finally if he is disrespectful to his
parents and talkes back.

; "What do think are the three most important things
: 2 kid uEEEEE'EH“EEEEEET‘

"Religion, @nd not go and play instead of hia religion
olass, then to behave decently and respect his parents
and finally to obey his parents and not to léliter around
the streets."

"What are the ﬁhral worst thinge you can gay about some-
ons

"That he doesen't feab God, im disrespectful to his parents
and he kills, "

VIiil.
Speolal Secticn.

A:. "™Who do think are the thres most famous men in
the wor

"Jesus, Columbus and St.Stephen of Rungary."
Who do iau think are the three greatest living people in
wor

"Prasident Eisenhower, Paul Maleter and the German Chancellor
(slo) Mr. Adenauer."

"Who do you think is the greatest living Hungariant"

"Otto Habsburg, who could have become king of Hungary."
B.

: "I am gol to glve you now the namds of a few famous

: Fingariens. Well me somsthlng about ssohof Them v
1, B5St.Stephen was Hungery's first King, whose right hand

is 24111 in Hungery of course ite quite mummyfied now e&nd
terribly amall,
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2. King Mathies was & lso & Hungarlan King who went aronnd
in thes ocountry in a diesguise to find ocut what's troubling
his people.

3. Franois Rekoozl was a great hero.

k. Petofi was a Hungarien poet who died in the 18/8 re-
volution.

5. Louls Kossuth, he too was & great Fungarian of 18,8,

§. and 7 regarding Frencis Deek and Istvan Ssechenvu the
kld ocould not say anything.

8, Maris Theregia he confused with Queen Elisabeth and
sald, she was murdered when she left the boat, (This is
true for Q.E.Who was killed by an anarchiat in Switzer~
land, when stepping off & pleasure,boat)

9,10 and 11, the little boy hed no ides who Bethlen,
Tancsice and Dossa were,

12, HNicolas Horthy was the Regent of Hungary.
13, Joseph Mindszenty was Hungary's Cardinal,

1y, Imre Nagy was for thres free days the Prime Minister
of Hungary.

]I.

"Pinally can you tell me what abrikes wyou as bel
umpIu'EgTr_'i!Iﬁ'n'ra‘n' 1t 10 LAe UGA 1 rom BﬁLngan?"

"I think that first of all how people hers great the ladies
so disreapectful, they just say "Hi" or Hello. Not court-

ecusly at all, then I also found that the trafflc in the
getreets 1s wastly different from what we had st home,"

"What are the things you like most about the USA?"

The soaside, the Empire State Bullding, and that people
1ike animale so mugh here inthe US, But I also love
candy”™ ha added as an afterthought,
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"What areths things you disapprove of in the US?"

"I disapprove thet kids are glven weapons, 1ts easy then
to kill. Young children should not be allowed to handle
arms.

I also hate to see how the cowboys here are killing off
the Indians (he sew 1t several times on TV). After all
the Indians were the natives, and 1t 1a not right for
a newoomer to kill them off. Also I hatve the bad air
here in New York; this is about all.,"

EED OF INRTERVIEW




