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"I 1iked to read best,and especially the fairy-tales
or satories with history in them, But,scmetimes at
school mag wanted us to resd about Russians., That,
we really did rot like.I alaso liked very much svery-
thing that had to do with flowers, trees,esnimals,you
know, netural history."

Can you tell me wh u dldn't like to read about
Euaaiun hIstory or ﬁuanlan tales?

"Bagasuse we just don't 1ike ths Rumsiens, Desidas,
I think that some of the storles were very allly,
Imagine,there was ons which sald that an old woman
gave a beautiful flower to a Russhhn soldier be-
cemze he killed a German, I think that's unfair,

And ever since thea revolution we even dislike the
Russians more,I can tell you."

"I also had some old faeiry-tale books from the old

times and Grandpa always resd them to me,.The ones

I 1iked I can remember were &km called "The Seventy-

ssven 01d Hurgarian Popular Teles." And,you Know,

Miss,on Sundeys 1t was the other way around, I read

to Grandpa aloud from the newspaeper., He let me do

that, Only,when I have read too long,hs told me to |
stop and said,"you ere going to spoil you eyes,”

Can you tell me something of your teachers at school?

"We had only a girl who taught ua, She taught us all
ths subjects,except there was srother one for singling
lessons, She was young,I think,but she had thres
11ttle children, One was six years old,end twins two
years old, They were terribly cute amd we lilked to
play with them very much,"”

How were you punished when you were discbedisnt?

"Well, the teacher put us in the corner,or we got
rapped on the kmuckles, On the other hard,I must
tell you,whenever we were good we %nt: little pilc-
ture carde and we collected them. You kmnow, thesse
picture cards wers all about before the war times
of Hungarian history ard pictured the Hungarian
hercea of that time,"
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Did you get any pilctures with Russalan herces?

"Oh rno,we wouldn't have wanted them and the teschers
never geve us any,

Then apgain,when we were very naughty or didn't lemrn
well,then the tepcher wrote a rote to the parents.
If the child was very naughty,it went to the Tather
because the fethers are usually more strict."”

Md you like four classmates?

"Yes,some of them I liked quite well,but some uwere
rether naughty. I didn't 1ike them."

Cen vou tell me how lifs was at school TAbout youx
Bﬂﬁﬂnﬂ-lﬂ 80 nn,

"Well,we had our lessons in the morning and some-
times in the aftermoon we had different subjecte,
AMwaya,after acheol,two of us had to remain behind,
ons to clean the biz blackboard,put the cheirs in
order,ard the other had to cerry out the perbage
ard water the flowers. You krow,we had very mary
flowsrs in our wirdows at school becesuse we likod
the teecher very much and we amlways brought her
flowsrs, So,we had to care for them, You lnow,I
remember so well,the day the revolution broke out
T was just onduty after hours and I tidied up the
claseroom with my friend, It was alreedy 8p.m. ''he
other children went home at six. Grandfather came
to plek me up because it was so late and he was
quite scared ard couldn't imegire what had happonad
to me, When we mot home,my lfather ard mother wers
not at home and 1 was told they had gons to town
to demonstrete. So,my sister and I did roft go o
bed am we should have domne,but werae sittling up

ard whiting for our parents.”

What did you do during the revolution?

"Ja were 1listeninz to the radio sll the time, Ify
gr}ndmﬂs,l was 80 excited,you have no lidea.
sspecially when the radioc sald for the young sbtudents
who were fighting to lay down their arms or elae
they would sll be killed, I was prayinz for the
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good Lord to male them putb their arms down, I did
not want them to be killed, You krow,l went into
- the bathroomand cried and cried. I was so excited,"

Let us back to school m bit. What did you balisve-
What you Teerned at school O your paraﬁ‘Ea%

"You see,Mommy and Deddy slways told us to be vary
sareful what we say at school ard not to tall ambout |
things we discuss at homs and hear on the RaraIgny |
foreign radio, It might have bad corsequarces for

all of us,so I was always vary eareful., The Communlists

are very bad pauplah You mever krow what they are
going to do to you.

What do you krow about the Communists,for instence,
Hakosi?

"Oh, this one,he 1s an awfully gly,bad man, You know,
he was a Hurgarian. But,then he went to RAusslian and
he completely changed, fle 100ks up everybody who 1s
rot Communist and who does rot like hm, "

Can tell me who 18 a Comurdst?

"I thiyk that a Communist is a man who does not |
1ove Ood ard who does rmot believe that there ia a

fod in heaven,and also who has mo confldenceat gll |
1n Jesus Christ, A Gormunlat alwWaye Says that y
religlon ard God sre all lles. Also,l thirk, & '
Commnist is & man who says that the Rad fleg 18

the real Tlag of Iunpery. You krow,thls is 1ot true,

becanse the real flag is the red,white,erd grean.”

Do you krow aryons else who 13 @ blp Commurist in
angeryt |

"0h yes,I Inow another one, This one 18 Gero. fou

know,.ha was the ons who wispered in the ears of the
Russlans to come back again and to conquer the Hun-
zarian Fpreedom Fighters andhs was 5o nasty to call

the university students an urnruly mob and gangsters,”
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Did you talk sbout politics st ﬂghﬂﬂ&!ﬂith your
clasematea

"No,we did rot,at least if we did it was only &n
mixpurexy wWhispers., We knew thaet there were saverel
Communist children emomst us in class.”

How do you krow they were Communist children?

"Oh,my friend snd I listensd when they were
talking to uﬁch other,s0 we knew they must be
Coprminiists, “hese kids always sald sverything
is fine row,Rekeal 13 a good man,Stalin is a
wonderful man,end so on, They also dald that
religlon is just nonsénse,and all liea. So,of
course, they must be Commmunists, I only talked
to my very best friend whom I 1iked very much.
Her father was also in prison, I sluays told
everythinz that happendd in schodl to my mother,
but I did rot tell everything thet happemsd Im
at home at school.*™ For instarce,l never told
emyons 1 went to Sunday school and I was learning
religion,

Some of tha children at school were reslly very
bad, One was extremely pertinert to the teachar
ard she talked back whenever t he teacher repri-
marded her ard openly dared to tell kmm the
teachar she was wrong and I am right, Yhet do
you think of such behavior? This is no way to
behave end I know it's very wrong."

I tried to findout if the girl knew the nemes of
£ salans,but she could not rame armyone,

S0_gs8 r if she know M who HEisenhower 1s
and she answered:

"Yes,I know,he is the president of the United States.”

Tall me,do you have eny idea what the Breedom Fighters
enl thoss who book part in the revolution reslily wanted?

"Yes,I krow, There is ono thinz averyons wanbed and
that was that the ilussians should not tell us uhat
to do,but let the llungarlan people do whet they want.
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"You see,we would have liked to achieve about as
mach s8 the Boles,but the trouble wss that we hed
a Gero, He told the lussians to come baclt and he
succeeded, that's all,"

I aslkted the 1ittle girl where she got the idea of
; P;;innd—li.ka solution and she sald from her grand-
ether,

Did u sver hesr anything about America before you

cemo hara?

"Yes,I heard and I knew that America was discovored
by Christopher Ruxmims Columbus, I also heard that
neople are not 8o poor as in our country. I was told
that everyore csn migrate to Amerlics. You know, uhen

T ceme hers I was so emaxed to ses how very true this
1. I ses that people here have so Ex many rooms. In
lungary only the top Communists hawe such lovely largo
apartmenta,

/hat would you 1like to do in ths future?

I certainly want to go back to lungery and I hope
vory much that this will come true. You sce,l
porsonally think that this msX will happen in three
yoars or maybe five years,but not later. You lkrow,
it's very important t tha Americans help us =a
1ittle bit,because the poor Iurpgarians h;z' themaalves
can't achieve a thing, You know thet,don't you?"'

DO %u think there is anything you can do here in
merica

"Gertainly, I muat do my best to help the lungerians,
Also,I thirkc I must write to my grandpsarents very
often,becauvse I must make up for having lost us, They
must be very lonely,those pwo poor old peopls. I have
eleo written to them that I'm learning lnglish es
fast as I can so when I go back to Hurgary 1 car
teach them, Don't you thirk thet's a good idea?”

What do you want to become when you grow up?

"Oh,my greatest wish is to bécome a gerderer,
maybe & dootor also,but I thirlc I would prafer
to be a garderer,"”
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Can you tell me of en incident that impresssed wyou
EEFI%E the revolution?

"Yes,I can. I remember one day from our apartmernt
window we could see and hear the doctors from tha
hospitel going from house to house asking peopls
to pglve them materisls they could use as dreassinga
gt the hospital. They had so many younded that
they had man out of supplies. Imagimne, eve dy
in the big epartmeant houses were throwing down
sheets,pillowcases,whibe shirtu‘anrthing thay
could fird to help the wounded,"Don't you thirk
that was a wonderful thing to do?"

¥het was it that surprised you the most when you
came to the United states

"*iaa, I mm appalled to see how dirty this city
1s. I reelly cannot sese how people can live in
such dirt. gﬁu know,in Hungery we were not allowsad
to throw everything down on the sidewalks ard floors.
It 18 reslly something terribls, Maybe I shouldh't
?a?g sald this,but really,this is how I fesl about

ti

IFE
THE END

MTE:

This interviow was conducted under the superviasion
end direction of !r, Gleitman,end was the flrst
interview for pgirls, “ue to subject's age Dr,
Gloltman found it not mecessary to ask more ques-
tions,

Dr. Gleitman dlscussed with me the (Questionalre to
be uged for mkimdwar chlild interviews,ard I havs
submitted a draft on ssme snd complled the questions
on the basis of the two first child interviewa( one
boy end one girl) As soon as the fuestilommatre ia
revised end spproved,the child interviews will be
conducted in a more satisfactory way and wikl cover
moIe s




