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THE SCHOOL SITUATION

: A, Regarding subjects respondant took, I could
get very little information, but finnliy he ad-
mitted after some questioning that he learned

: his JFA.B.C." and to write a little: some
arithmetics and that they also had ni:;ing and
gggn lessons, He then added spontaneoulsly,
that he also played "basketball”, This I doubt,
and I belleve that he 1is mixing up his rlences
with school here. Altogether he seems to have
forgotten quite a lot of his Hungarian, and
switches very often into English. Ne wonder
as he very seldom sees his parents, and after
school he sits all day long at the TV all
by himself, (This I have from his escort)

The boy shrugged his shoulders and could not gi
glve any answer as to which his favorite subjects
were and why,

Regarding the t-a:ha:ar he volunteered infore
mation that he had a "lady teacher" only who
taught everwthing. He thought her to be "nice"/

He also sald after much probing, that the teacher
was always more strict with boys who were naughty,
and who were fightlng much in classes, "But I did
not" he added,

Whether or not there were any communists among the
teachers at school or his classmates, he could not

\ tell, I asked him 6o tall me who a communist is,
and he agaln saild"I don't know, but you know the
Communists have imprisoned Daddy". He could not tell

. for how long hls father was arrested. (from his
@scort I recelved the information that his father
was a member of the Havnlutinnar¥ Council during
the rebolutlion, and they had to flee on the spur
of the moment. This was the reason for which they
left their boy of 14 back in Hungary as he was not
at home at the time they had to flee.
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When asked about his classmates, or rather friends
at school the boy said "I never had any" and said
that he never played with anyone at school and kept
to himself. At home, however, "I used to play nitﬁ
a little girl next door, but her.mother was very
rude with us always, because we had to cook out-
side as our range was out of ordexr."

I did not pat the question arding which c¢child
he would have preferred as a friend as the child
wE avidently incompetent to answer this question.

He sald he attended religious instruction classes
while at schoel, but his escort very much doubts
it, shw evidently had other informatdon from the
parents.

I drew a complete blank regarding what he told his
paﬁ!nfa about things that happened at home when at
school,

D. His after school activities he summed up ins
I helped to fetch the milk for a man I knew.

Also I played by myself". He could not tell at

all whether or not he did any homework. Altogether
the kid must have lead a pretty disorganized life.
No home, and no education at all. When asked who
took care of him after school, he said:® Nobody
has to take care of me, I can take care of mysslf"”,
However, he pretty readily admitted of having
helped hls parents in housework, "I belped daddy
to build a dog~house add also Mother to wash up
the tlle floor." '

The boy did not belong to any Pioneer movament,
"Mother did not want me to join®" he said,
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As to the family background, as far as 1 could make
out with the assistance of his escort, the father
was formerly an auto-machanic, but having refiused

to become a Party member, at his working place he
somehow got into a conflict with the Party Secretary
and as a disclplinary measure they put him into the
Tatabanya mines where he worked fer the last two
Years,

The mothexr of the boy, was severely wounded during
the slege of Hungary by a mine, worked also in the
mines, coperating miners trucks in the mine.

They lived at Tatabanya in the miners settlement
where theywems alotted one roem, in which they
cooked also, There was no bathroom or lavatory

for the"apartment®. The boy slept with his mother
"father slept by himself" he said,
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V. REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS

A. Regarding rewards at -school the only informatilon
I could et from the boy was, that thaﬁ recelved
good marks in their report for good bshavier.

B. As to punishments;, he mentioned that they were
kept after hours or the teacher alsc beat up the
kids with a stick, he added "but never me®,

C. When asked whether ox not he was punished by his
parents and for what, he said;"Father oncd beat me up"
but I could not make him to tell why,
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it was quite obvious that the child was unable

to answer the question why the Hungarians started
the revolution.

When asked what impressed him most during the

ravolution he saild"l have seen three tanfs, and

streetcars all upside down and that the rsd star

was cut out from the Hungarian flaE;.

But he could not give any further informatlon

regarding the xrevolution, His escott told me that

his mother teok him up to Bud:gaat shortly before
e

the revolution broke out and

Y got sfuck in

the capital for about two weeks.
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when asked what he would like to be when he
grew up he sald:" g miner"/ His reasons were:
"When I shall be able to load 100 miners trucks
then we &ll shall be rich.”

1t was quite impossible to get any response from
the kid regarding par VII. a reference to what
is a good father, teacher or mother like., He

just shrugged his shoulders and saild:"I don't
know®
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A. When asked who he thought are the three greatest
Euuplu in the world, he said:
i only know my daddy, nobody elsg”.

B. Regarding the list of the famous Hungarians, ha
could not tell anuthing about any of them, He fanally

saldi"maybe my daddy would know something about them
I dontt,*
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Subject was unable te name anything that was. completely
different from things in Hungary, though I believe the

change must have been tremendous, I think he either was
too lazy to think, or too Indolent and bored, maybe all.

His answer to what are the things he likes most in
America, was: "I like Sally's father best." Aftet
much probing he finally saldi"becauase when I help
him to gather leaves in the garden he gives me money".
It seems to me that money must matter much to this
youngster, as a reatlion to the poverty experlenced

at hﬂm‘u

As things he disapproved of in the US he mentioned
American food, He sald:"I don"t like it at all, and
my mother slways cooks real good Hungatfan things."



