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111. THE SCHOOL SITUATION

A. Tell us something about school in Hungary. What
were your subjects?

"Our subjects were arithmetic,physics, Hungarian
grammar and literature, singing, gymnastics,
history, geopgraphy, zooclogy, Huss an grammar,
reading and wix wr ting. po 1tina, snad We also
had a3 study cirxcle for modeling in the aftexnoon,
but thie wasn't compulsory."

How many hours of Russlan did you have weekly?

"We had Russian every second day, three hours a
week. But we learned data concexning Russio in the
other subjects as well. In Russian we had to read
stories always of the herolsm of the Russian sol-
ciers, how tha¥ fought against the Germans and
how they sacrificed their lives for victory. How
the Hussian soldier exploded with grenades they
threw at the Germans, I didn't like the Russian
hour. There were students who liked it becsuse
the language was easy, I knew how to read and
write, I learned it ragularlg and always knew

the lesson, But immediastely forgot it afte*wa:d

L was not interested in it; I learned it only
under pressure., Most of myzx classmates did not
Like Russian. Those who liked it msybe had
Communist parents.

"We learned sbout Russia in Hungarian geogzaphy,
too,but only in the fourth grade. In the saventh
ﬂIadE we learned geography of the whole wozld,

and just proportionately about Russla. We didn't

learn about America, only about Viest Germany from
the Vest."

Which subjects did you like best?
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I liked Hungarian literszture and histar¥. 1 liked
to read esbout the old Hungarian events. There ware
also Communist poems in our reading book. Of course,
I learned them,too,but I didn't like to read them
for enjoyment., They praised the Russlans and the
Russian army and they alwﬁga told how goed they
were to the Hungarians. And we always knew that

it was Just the opposite.”

Tell me something about your teachers now.

"The director at our school was a Communist. The
directors were mostly Communist, and alsc the
school supervisors. The supervisors always came
to the Russian hour and they asked the questions
of the students., The teachers watched us very
carefully and if someone could not answer the
supervisor, he got a very bad mark, But they
didn't do it with every boy; they made exceptions
and hasdxfawsx there was fsvoritism. For instance,
the son of the director was also in our class and
they never did this to him."

How did you know that these teachers wers Communists?

"I knew it. The Communists never went to the church,
You know, under the fifth grade I studied in the
country. I went to school in Ealstonkeresztur and

then lster on we went to Budapest because my fatherx

and mother were sizmes already there woxrking. We
stayed with our grandparents,but during the revolu-
tion, toward the end, we went again to thie country.

For instance, there I saw how the Communist teachers
ran to the churches with thelr children during the
revolution as they never had before.At Balatonkeresztu:x
the teacherf of Hungarian grammar and history was a
Communist, My parents told me thst she was a Communist,
In the countiry there were more Communist teaschess than
in Budspest. We had there altogether eligit teachers,
and three of them were Communists. In the countxry
there were no old teachers; zll the teaciers were
young, arcund 30, The director himself was about 40,
lost of them became teachers under Communism,"




G ﬁ:lfi -M
o 5/111

Did you like your teachers?

"1 llked my Hungarian literature teacher in Budapest.
He was an old, very nice man. And he was a good man,
too, There were some othexr good teachers in Budapest,
They were old teachers from the old regime. We had
to call them 'Tanar Ur'(sir) instead of 'Tanar
Elvtars'(Comrade)."

Which teachers did you not like?

"In the country I did not like the Hungarian teacher
and the dizector. They were against me because my
grandfather had a wine store and they came to us

and got drunk once and started to fight with my
grandfathex. From this time on they picked on me,
But I didn’'t llke them also because they were

Communists. We could always notice who wes a Communist

because he mixes politics into his mw teschings.®

Tell me something asbout your classmates now, Who
were your Zxikmdz friends, What did you talk about?

“In the mcountry my best friend was the son of the
Russian teacher. He sat next to me, But in general,
I had good friemdships with almost everyone. We
played together and sométimes we talked about the
war ,what the Russians did when they came to our
country. We talked about how they looked for Ger-
man soldlers and how they shot esach other and how
the sirplanes hombed our houses, but they were
also shot. We slso talked sbout Communism. In

gAw general, the children didn't like Communism,
There were classmates who didn’t say a word when
we discussed Commungsm, I knew right away in such
cases that there was something wrono with such
boys. Their parents must have been Communists."

"In Eud:£Ent I had only a few friends. I had one
friend who was & very nice boy, He studied very
well, he never smoked, and m never used dirty
wozdes, and didn't fight with others, He lived
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vexry close to my hoyse. EHut with him we never
talked about Communism.”

Who did you not like at school?

"In the country I liked everybody. But in Budapest
there was a boy in our class who faliled before and
was much older than we were, He aslways smoked and
he was very fresh with the teacher."

Were there any children at school who were looked
up to by the others?

"No. In our class everybody was just about the
same, "

Let's say there are two children of your age. Cne
of them 1s the son of a man who once was a lawyer
but is now a common laborer, The other is the sond
of a man who was 2 common laborer ten years age,
but now is the manager of a factory. Which of them
would you rather have as = £fxm friend ?

"I would like the first one ss & friend because the
second is lu:tg surely a Communist and the family
must be quite diiferent, too. The first one comes
from a better family who was before a 'sir'. This
makes a grest difference. Such parents teach their
children entirely differently. Those children who
had Communist parents in these days were extremely
wild and undisciplined."

Did you have religious Inzkwxetiinstructions at
school or somewhere else?

“In the country there was no religious instruction.
Our Hungarlan teacher told us when the guestion
came up that it was not important. We didn't be-
nave well that dasy and he kept us after class.

We wanted to go to religious class. He seid

that it was much more important to serve out our
punishment than to go to religious class. I

myself atiended rellaious class,only I hed to
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drop it the last two years when I wass in Budapest.
Everybody who wanted toc get a bad mark had fim just

to enruli in & religious class, But it was interesting
that there were some big Communists too who attended
the religious class. It was good and interesting to
attend those relbious classes because the priest

told us interesting stories., But I had 2 book of

my own,the bible--oxr what was its hame--I1 used to
read from that book by myself,too.”

B. Mid you tell your parents what happened in school?

"Yes, I told parents if I didn't like something
at school and % also if I got s good mark., I told
them whether my teachers were just or unjust."

And cdid your parxents talk to you &bout school or
what you learned there?

"My parents told me that what I learned at school
wasn't true. History was taught differently in the
past. And they also told me that the poems were
also changed,that new words had been put into the
oid poems, My mother told me these things and I
believed them.”

C. Did you ever talk about what happened at home
when you were at school?

"No. I never did that. With schoolmates at schoal
in Budapest we talked about the movies and entertain-
meénts. In the country we talked about the war and

the events of the war, as 1 told you."

D. What did you do after school bours?

"First I wrote exereises. Then I would lle on
the bed and start to learzn., On Wednesdays I didn't
have to learn too much; then I went to the movies.
Sometimes on Sundays, too.®

Did you have other amusemants,too?

"Yes,we went to the zoo, to the amusement park,and
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with my ¥ father to the Stadium, "
What did you read,what kind of books?
"I read mostly falrytales which I brought from

the B library. But now that I grew up I also read

ome other literature, I liked Toldi very much.

This is one of the grestest Hunga#ian epics) I
& read a lot of novels, And in general I
read small books, T didn't read such hig books
such as ke "The €ount of Monte ¥u%xztw Cristo".
I Just didn't have the patience to read for so
long. I'd rather go to the movies and see the
simix stories there."

Did you take part in any sports?

"COh yes, we played soccer and we swam. I liked
fishing very much and different games with the
ball,"

Did you participate in the Ploneer Movement”?

"In the country I belonged to the Pisneer move-
ment,but I didn't like to go there. However. it
wes compulsory. We were forced to go. It was 3
sort of honor to be a member of the Pionser
movement, We had meetings twice a week after
school, There they told us asbout the advant:ges
and the beauty of the Pioneer life aznd what
kind of decorations we wss could acqguire there.

1 ¢ldn't llke those meetings at all. They dwelled
guite 3 lot on them., It was very bac. In Bucapest

I did not pelong to the #w Pioneer rovement. I
didn't even have to wear the necktie_ "
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Tell us something sbout your family. What did
your mother and father do?

“My father tried all kinds of occupations. He was
a ___ convoy for awhile, Latér on he wss a hair-
dressexr, and then also a barber for men. He worked
for the railroad, too, as a constructor., He had a
very hard time. If gxumd Grandfather hadn't made
some money and helped us every mmmxk once in a
wnlle, we would have kit been very bad off., This
way we could get along somehow. iy mother worked
in a coffee shop. When I went home from school

no one was there. Elther they wexe togethar in

my father's shop when he was a hairdresser or

they both worked at different places. Even I
helped them myself on Saturdays, and then I got

a tip once in awhile from the ladies who came

to the shop."

Vihere did you live in Budapest?

"We lived in the 7th district. We had one single
room which had its entrance right off the corridor.
There was nothing else,just one plain room, Better
sald, it was a dark hole. We had two beds in it,

a wide sofa, I Elaﬁt on that with my father,and

a8 folding bed which was opened everyday for my
mother. We didn't have any running water in the
room. I had to carry the water from the court.

The house had a3 tairit for all the tenants,

"After school I was always alone. My sister was
in the country in 2 boarding school. Therefore,
the best I could do was just to lie on the bed
and leaxn my lessons and read sfterwsrds. I never
ate any warm food,nor any fruit. Only if Grand-
father sent some from the country. It was so good
to go home to grandfather once in awhile."

Did you help your mother with the housework?

"My mother went shopping eaxly in the mozning.Then



she came home and cleaned the apartment. She
cooked sometimes,very seldom. There was really
not much to help wit¥+ The whole place was so

sd small. There was just nothing to be done.

If she had anything, I helped hexr."
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V. REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS d

A. Have you been rewarded at school for good work?

“They never gave us anything else but a good mark
iflnu: lesson was good or we answered bhe question
well."

B. Were you ever punished at school?

"In the :uuntr¥ the teachers punished us physically
all the time. There were even a few teachers in
Budapest who hit the boys. But it wasn't allowed
there., We were usually beaten becamse we smoked,

or we hadn't done the lesson, The Russian teacher
in Budapest was very nexvous. Very often he hit

the boys or tore up thelr copy books if they were
not clean. The Hungarisn teacher was strict. too."

C. Were you ever punished by your parents?

"No, my parents didn't punish me very much. I got

a slap in the face from my father once every three

years, If I smoked or oncefI took his cigaxatte

and gave 1t to my friends, Then he gave me 5 few d
slaps. 1 got some light punishment from my mother |
too if I came home late or I didN't go to the shop |
where she sent me. Once in awWhile I even got 2 slap

in the face,but in general she only shouted at me

or told me to kneel in the corner.



A« Fow let me msk you a bit about ths revolution?
Cen you tell us why the Hungerlans started the
revolution?

"Because the Hungarians couldn't adant to their
clroumstances. Gommunlam made too much progress, and
the Hungarians didn't like Communlam.

"I saw myeelf what haoouned. In the afternscon i
had to go to the atudy cirele of s kuw X dmehorx xicham
modaling. %hen I went to this class, I =aw & small
crowd on the strest, but when I came back from class
there were already many neonle gathered. Strestoars
didn't run and I saw big trucks packed with ~eonls
running back% and forth. Wwhen I veached home I thought
alrsady that was something was underp way. A 11ttle
later we went out spain with my father snd mother,

The etreets weres coversd with peonle at thast time.
There was no treffic. The cers could movs only very
slowly. Fsople walkdd all over the streetes. e

went to the Stalln statue. There were terribly many
neopls there -- maybe half a million. oneoe in a
while the strong light of a refliector passed tharough
the erowd. “aybs the Cormunists 41d it. we vaited
there for long. It was already derk. Then, Tinally,
2 man climbed on the statie and stood an 1ts hand.

The other veonle brought a tracl and put 2 rone armnd
the statues neck and wanted to sull it down. Bit it
didn't move. It didn't .ant to rfall down. Then they
orought welding nistols, =nd causht the lages of the
stetue under the knees, and startsd to null the statue
thet way. GHowsver, the rove brolke and ths statue
foll right on the street; only the boots remained
wilth & nuge rod of iron etleking sut of them. Then
they started to null the statue from ths ground.

Then we wanted to go home. However, we huard from
otber neonle that they went to the State Stodio and
thet there was already soms troublis at tho >tudio.
lhey taled about ten or twenty neonle who died, At
the beginning, they sald, the neonle didn't have gny
weapons «'ta them, but the blue =olice later on cave
them thelr guns snd told them thak they Jolned the
revolutlon tco., They carrled the nistols in largs
cases. Later on, sven from the ¥ Culverts ths barrels
of guns stuck out. .e just had to null tram out.
ihere wers wespons all over the strsets. .a went
Loward the Tadlo with my falher, but stonned at the
stheneum Bulldihg, which was the reade Jartere of the
Commurilat oaver. {hen we r.ached that oullding, the
veople already started to tresk its doors. From
inslde, the volitiecal ux noliceman, tha AVH man,
shouted to ‘he veosle on the street. e stonned

with my father just across the building under = doar way.
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There was an old man near 4s who ghot at the windows
of ths building with a machlne fun. Some neonla |

on the too of the bullding finally broke the huge

Red Star with hammsrs after they Aried to shoot &t
down in wvain. After abaout three guarters of an hour,
while the weoole continuously shot*at ths bul-ding,
two Jemnecss ran out of the building. The nsonle
Jumsed on them and hit them on their hoade, and I
thought they would tramnle them to death, but there
Wers o many peonle we couldn't see what kapnened.,
Howsver, later on we saw that they 7 » ind they
wors stlll allve, only they had no skin on their
(ecss. One man hindered the othars from ki1lling
them. They ran Into the next streat. However, there
«ere 8 lot of wounded and dead eround. The AVH
continuoiely sghot from the windeows, and the pscols
ahot from the bullding. Ths street was covered hlgh
wlth blood. Later on, two tanks arrived, and every-
body dlszasvncared from the streafta. We ran Into ths
Hational Theatre. When Ihox smerged from the build-
ing later, they were still shooting. Afterverd we
didn't risk any mors. iie went home. Wy mother was
Very afrald. During ths following days I saw dif-
Terent thinge. I maw .hen an AVH tom man took the
gun from a Freedom Plphter. The other Freadom Fight-
ers watohed the scene from nearb; and when they saw
into which fha hoi=e the AVH men went, and watched
in which window they could seée hln, they sSarted to
shoot at that window. Later on they went into the
house, but they were afrald to bresk into 18 apart-
ment. They didn't krow what kind of weanons he had
there.

"When we went out to line us fop bread, bacuuse
from that time on my mother dldn't let me po out a-
lone, we an many Russisn tanks. By the wey, I have
to tell you that we ocould buy excellent bread at that
time -~ aluays fresh bread."

cs  What imoressed you the most daring the revolution?

"I saw young boys of my age flghting, or sven young-

er. I didn't want to die so soony Bot I dldn't imow
how ztout, determlned the necple could be. This mads
the bilgpest imression on me -- how courageous the

naonle were. 4 mother could recornize her four chi-
ren only from the shoelaces, beonuss the Russian tanks
8immly sguelched thos. children. And sti1ll the neonle
wvent on sfighting,"
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:hat would you like to be whnen you grow unf?

"I would like to learn [irat. At home I wanted
to become a veterinarian, but here I don't know yet.
I want to be e svortesman on tha side, but of course
this is not a chlef occupation. WMaybe I will become
a dootor of medlelne here. This 1a a good dinloma,
and doctors can make a lat of money here too. I
wouldn't want to become o millionalre. ® I only
would like to have $10,000 or 520,000 1in tha bank.
You soe, it's good to be hera in America. Ve havun't
even started yet to earnm muney really seriously, and
atill it 45 much better here than it wee at home al-
ready."”

A How, yam could you tell mes what & good {ather
le 1ike?

"A good father should be striect. Ls shouldn's
guarrel with the children, but he should keen the
family In order. He should nsver hlt the e¢hildren
on their hesds. He should teach his son, to show
him good characteristios and tell him Interesting
gtorles. As much as he can afiord, he saould buy
good things for his son."

Yhat 1s an ideal teascher 1ike?

"He should teach the children to be clsan and
X80t ~~ to keen their things in order, and the
togcher ehoald be striet with dlscinline.”

what is a good mother 1like?

"hie I don't know. She should wetoh her child-
ren, keeo everything clsan and put sverythlang In ordsr.”

What are the three worst things a child can do?
"o stesl, to break ints a house, or to kill."

Whaet are tha fthrese most Imdoptant things a child
should be taught?

"He chould be taught order end tidiness, sarious
bahsvlior, and te have only good sbllities and quallties.”

WWhat are the three worst things orne ocan say about
Eomeone?

"fhat he iz a robber, he is & murderer, or he is
dirty."




VIII. SPEGIAL SECTION

e Who d¢ you think srs the three greatsat dsonle
in the world?

"Great sclentists, sursly, but T don't kaow
thelr names. Yaybe Strauss, Zsmmelwetwx Sommelweiss.
I heard about what a great man he wss. And tha third
one la Fatofi. I am sure I won't mention nybody
from Rus=ia.

Xiho do you think are the three Ereatest neople
in the world today?

"Eisenhower, I don't know anybody slse."

Who do you think 1s the greantest living Hungere
f1an?

Thers 1s no great 1living Hungarian now. tnly
the Communists have great men.

Be. How we woild like to gilve you the names of
famous Hungarians. Can you tell us & 11ittie ebout
each of them?

RKing St. Stenhen: "Ho was the firast king ==
an old BHungarlan mighty king.

Klny “ethias: "He was another great Hungar-
lan king; one of the most honorsd and Just orf the
kings. & never made any exceotlons. He rut ell
the bad pacole in wrison. He vut on a dilsyuize and
mlxed a=ong the nooulation. He went to the Jjudges,
Lo the courts, and 1f the Jjudgment wesn't right,
thén he made justice.”

Rakoozl Ferenc the Sscond:  "He was a Freadonm
flghter agsinst the iapsburgs. Hs defeated the Geps
man troove se‘eral times. This 1z how we learned it
at achool,"

Sandor Petofi: "He 1s one of the grestsst
Hungarian voets. He has grest works. He diad Bl=
S0 in ths freedom f{ights, fighting apalnst the Rus-
glen Czare. He was sesn last, alrsady dead, by a
Rissian officer.”

Louls Mossuth: "He was & pgreat man who hsld
great sovaeches. He took nart alae In thg war of
tadenendance. He gathered hiz own army.'

IzkyspxEsmEEmy iy
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Istvan Szechenyi: "I didn't lsarn about Aim but T
neard that he was a great Hungarian. The famous
Bath, the swimming vool, wes namned alter himn, also
because he was a great man."

rerenc DoekEXXR, Tsrssia Merla, and Tabor Esthlen.
e dldn't lsarn aboat 8ll thsese three, but I KNOW
that they lcarned about them In ths Bth grade."

"lohael Tancaics: "iWe didn't learn about him In
detall; only that he wes out in orison but neonle
loved Bim and therefors wanted to 1iberate him.

A blg crowd went for him and celebrated him,"

George Dosza: "He was the leader of ths Peszant
Revolution, whsn the neopls want to fight wlth hoes
gand scythes because they didn't have any cthar
weanons. At the end he was hurned onm an iron
throne."

Nicholaa Horthy: ™I don't know Who hs 1a."
Jossnh Mindszenty: "jie didn't learn about him."

Imre Fagy: "I don't know anything about him. I
neard only his name,"

. TN Ba— NN ¢
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what strikes you as belng completely different
in the U.S5. from Hungary?

"The freedom of spesch =- thut the naonle are
not lmorisoned, put in Jall, who tell the triuth.
At home in Hungary, sven if somsbody sang an 214
song, ne was put in orlson. Howsver, I sang those
SOngs -- many such songs which were not allowsd to
be sung., It was reslly so 811ly. Thers were a lew
songs wnich the neonle just didn't want to glve up
singing, srd then the Communlsts changed the texts.
Inetead of "Germans," they put in "Russians," and
80 they sang theee songa with the new texts."

Wibat are the things you 1ike most about the
Onited States?

"The televizion, the cars, and the fceboxes.”

What are the thlngs you dizapnrove of in the
United Etatas?

"Oh, thers ars only a r'sw, but meybe I will
['ind sometaing. Oh yes -- I don't 1ike the shape
of the modern shoes. They have such a nolnted Noss .

L mean the noint of the shoe; whxik we call Enxangnx
this 1e Bungarian "nose."

THE END




