1I1. THE SCHOCL SITUATION

A Can you tell ue something about your school i{n Hungary?
What were your sublecta?

" Our sub{;;ta wers arithmetio, ﬁritin% and runﬂinﬁ. spaech,
arawing, singing, gymnastle, Russisn ené o aying hour.

Whioh subjeots dld you like most, snd which leant?

"I liked arithmetic because I krew the most of 1t, and I
didn't 11ke reading and speach, because the homework was too
much in these subjects.”

Tell me something ab-ut the sther eub jeote. What did wyou
1earn in sach of them?

"In reading, for Instance, we read about neonls who worked
in the mines. The rish veonls closed them in the m'nes and list
them work lilte slaves. They didn't let the miners out. Finally,
however, they succeeded in sscaning, lihen we read it, I wes so
sad. I felt such a symoathy Tor the miners. I dldn't 1like the
rich veoole. The reading teacher was a women. She very often
told storles about Stalin. I didn't 1liks those atorles very
much. I sut my head on the bench (resnondent shows how she did
1t) and somstimes I even fell maleep. But when she told us
falry tales, those I 1li%ed very much.

"In the Lth and Sth grade, we had Russian langusge cless,
writing and reading. If I d1dn't learn the lesson, the teacher
made me stand In the corner. Onoe she even wanted to hit me
with a ruler, but the Director entered the room fjust then and
hindered her from hitting me. BShe wanted to hit me because I
conldn't answer her question. 1 didn't like ths Ruaslan language .
It wae so difflcult to oronounce. But not only because it wag
difficult. I coversd my sars when the teacher encke Russian.
On that day when shs wanted to hit me, after the Director lalt
our class, the teacher ssnt me home, and the next day they nut
me into a differsnt class, 1nto class B ingfead of class A. In
that class the teacher wae much betten. She didn't force mse to
learn Russien. She saw I dfdn't want to lsarn, therefore she
left me alone."

Tell me something about your teachers now. DI4 you like
your teathers?

Wie had a different tescher for esch aubjeot. They were of
averyx age. We bhad young, o0ld and middle apged, but all womsn.
I 1liked the teacher ia the >laying hour ~ost, becanuse she showed
me everyihing, more often than to ths other ohildren, ané there-
fore I could do everything a little bit better than the others.
I didn't like the teacher In the reading hour. B8he was mmimix
unjust. She gave me and two other Eirls woras grades than thrae
girls in the elass whom she 1{lksd vary much, and she always mads
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exceotions of those thres girla. B8he loved them so much bescause,
for instance, when th®xxz we celabrated the day of the teachers,
they broughl her all kinds of gifts. My mother didn't have

money and I asked a2 friend of mine to pive me a few of her flow=
erg, and therefore the teachsr got angry st me because I brought
only a few flowersa. The others brought psatries and besutiful
Ilowera. The immhw teacher made very good students of those
thres girls. I msen she alvays gave them esxcellent gradea, Even
when they made a mistaks or they didn't rExkkExsowaking tell
some thing rlght, they got a five. ithen we cleansd the blackboard,
we could see the teacher's book. I don't know wh¥ she did that,
beoause those glrls were really very bad girls. They hit me once
with thelr schoolbege and ridiouled me bscaume I usually got a
mark two, but I never could really understand why I got those
maris. T I tried to walk with the other Elrls too.

Did you have eny Communlst teachera?

"ihen I went to the first grade, x one teacher was a Com=
munist. &She spoke Russian onoe with Fusaisn soldiers in the
corridor of the school. I understood a few words bec iuse oy
slster was foreed to learn Russian in the hlgher olass, and she
learned the langusge day and night. I heard her reveating the
“uselan words a hundred times, and therefore I recognised a few
words the teacher sald, snd I thought, "Wy goodness gracicus,
these people talk Russian." Therefore I thought she was & Com=
munist, but I was afraid to telk absut this, even with ths other
children. I didn't like the Communist teachers, but I left her
200N because thoese ohildren who studled well were mcved into a
highar“ulasa. and I myself was put, after months, in the sscond
E".I'Eﬂﬁ "

Tell me gomathing about your clasamates. Who were your
frisnda?

"I bad a very good friend, I11. She is here now in Amerioca
with her narents teo, and Eve, who steyed In LGudsnest. Maybs
she sven died, the voor girl. They were my clssemates, and Ili
lived in the same houss with me. I liked these girls because
they defonded each other. I was a 1little smaller than they were,
and when ths boye started to chass me, and wanted to hit me, the
alvays came and helved me. The grandmother of Il{ had & vlees
*»Xxm land in the country, end therefore Ili was always eating.
She brought something for me, too, very often. Otherwilse, I have
hever gotisn such things at home. I always ate very littls. My
father's salary wae 60C forints, and my mother made 500. This
wae not enough. Ve ususlly vleyed together with thess two friends
of mine. We didn't talk toc much. We onl vlayad. But I didn't
even tell them when I saw our teacher talle to the Russlana.
I was terribly frightensd. I didn't even tell my mother., You
Wnow I was scared stlff that the teacher would ask the Russian
to come to me and beat we because I dldn't went to lsarn the Rus-
glan language,"



Wnom dld you not like at school?

"I dldn't like those three girles who were always orivileged.
I heted them, begause they always ridiculed me. I went tc the
other side of the streat when I saw them."

Were thsry any Communists among your classmates?
"I don't know. I have never asked them."

were thers any children at school who were looked up to by
all the othera?

"Yes, there was a girl. Her name was Anna. Shs was the
tallest smong those thres favored girls. She always had a very
good mark, and sven received an emblem as the beet student. But
I didn't look un to her. All the others did. Vhen she received
that insignia she was Initiated too, and every student had to
nas8 her and salute hery for ten minutes, holding their hands to
thelr needs llke soldiers. But I did it only for one minute, and
then I drooped my hand, and covered it, and my head, with a flag,
#0 nobody could esee 1t. ©She was the only one who got thils honor
In the whole school. Oh, no, I am mistaken. Thers was another
stident in the Oth grade. These two always got this insignla -«
about elx times duri~; our school years -- and we were forced to
honor them."

Let's say there arse two children of your age. One of them
1s the daughter of s man who once was a lawdyer but mow is
& comnon laborer. The other is the daughter of a man who
Wwas a common leborer ten years ago, but now is the manager
ef & ggntnry. Vhich of them would you rather have as &
frien

"I would make friends with that girl whose father was &
lawyer before the war, and now 12 a worker. I would be afraid
xa of the one whese father is now a director. I would be afraid
that X they would beat me or sccuse me of something. At school,
the othere accused me of many things so often. Oncs they said I
broke the blackboard. WMy mother csme in and she sald that I never
lied, and therefore she dldn't vay for it. They w~nted to oharge
her with the exvenses of the renair.

"You see, if I wouldn't make Friends with that girl whoss
father was & Communist, I would behave so henausa‘fgnw during the
war, the Communistes would have won, they wrol.ably &ven would have
killed ue. But I woildn't make friends with her otherwlse sither.
I dldn't 1ilke the Communists. I don't know why; I Just sl-wly
dién't like them."

01d you heve rsliplous instruection at school?

"I don't Ynow what this %1s. #hat do you mean?"
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I mean a oclases wvhere you wers taught about God, or where you
prayed,

"0Oh, no, we never sald such songs with orayers. e only saild
a4 pvoem on & celebration when the school was started every year,
and we also had a commstition that we wo 1d never leave sach other,
our schoolmates, beoca'se we should be =lsters at school.

"But I went to the Shurch svery Sunday with my mother or
alone, becauss the church was very olose to our home. "y mother
went often to the Sgiv Church, whleh was far away, tut my mother
and father wa'ked over thers. ilhen we went to the beach i n the
simmer, we a2lways went into a church firat. There was an sunt
next door, &n old lady who was very 2icus. She went to the
ohurch even every noon, and I went with her sometimes. It was
80 beautiful; everything was so shiny. I mysell didn't sven
know the orayer. ™y £ mother and father told me a orayer, and

mother also talked to us about the pood God when we went to
sleso after dinner. There was ons among those stories that God
carried hls ohlld on the back of an ass. BSo many beautiful
stories were told to us by my mother. There were two sonsg, two
boys, and one killed the other. And ther¢ was snother man who
gtood in the river, and somebody ooured water on his head."

Did you tell your varents what havoened in school?

"I told my mother & little bit sbout what haopened at school,
but not sverything. Sometimes 1t hannened that I told everything,
because I was afraid to 1ie. But 1t also haonsned that I had to
take homs & revort on umsatisfactory conduct, and then I slgned
1t myself. A%t school the other children accused me of many things,
as I told you already, but my mother told me that she saw herselfl
that thls was not all my feult, and she wouldn't bsat me for that.®"

Did you aver dlscuss mith what you learnsd at school with
your father or mother?

"My father used to teach me. He taught me also that nrayer,
and he regularly helved me to do my homework, but he never talked
with me about the esubjects. He just dldn't mix himself Into those
thinge, Bven 1f I said what the teacher told me, he never anawerad
mé. He Just listened to 1t. He only told me If I nade a mistake
in the homework.

C. Did you ever talk aboit what hevoened at home when you were
a% sohool?

"No, I never talked about things thet hanvened at hime at
gchool, Only if my wmother told me that [ should tell something
definitely. I didn't 1like to talk sbout thlngs at school."

If your teachers told you something different about the
subject you were taught than your sarents, what did you
do then?
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"If the tescher told us some atory, and my father and my
mother told me storles, I believed both of them. Bt I believed
more in whet my father and my mother told me."

D. Wibat did you do after school hours?

"I went hows, finished my homeworlk, and wert out to nlay.
we played on the street, or in the court of the house. It was
a8 lsrge houss with & big court."

Did you read any bocka?

"I reed some books which my sister brought home from the
1ibrary, but I 4idn't read too much. I read mcstly falry tales."

What other amusements did you hava?

"We went to the movies onece or twlce,axmusk but I dldn't
1ike 1t too much becauvee I always got a headaghe. You see, I
havs a headabhe even now, because we ¢ams in a car, and I got
& headache from the smell, We didn't go too much to Bny olsace,
because my father and my mother both worked, and when they came
homa in the evening they wers very tired. It was very late.
Nevarthelesa, we ohildren would have liked to,"

Did you do any soorts?
"No, I didn't do any soorts. I can't even swim."
vWhaet did you »lay with other children?

"We played hide and seek, snd we played soldiers and vwar,
and we also played the game of tag."

Did you particlioate In the Pionser Yovement?

"Oh yes, I wes a Ploneer. I had a Piloneer book too. From
the third grade I had to partiocloate. iie were told to buy etamms
for the Ploneer book. Every day we hed to buy stamps. One stamp
cost ten flller, or sometlmea twerty filler. e had to buy one,
two or three. At the beginning I bought two every day, and when
the book was f1lled we had to glve it back and we got a new emmty
book. Later on, however, when I saw that I Just svent my money
and I didn't get anything for it, I wasn't so stupid anymore, am
I bought only one stamm every day. In the Ploneer YMovemsnt we
elso had celebrations and mestinge. SEvery Friday ws had to stay
at school from 3 to 7 ln the afternoon. Ve has to learn different
things ~- to march like the soldiers, to salute, and then we got
& small emblem. Mine was a 1little inseect. Those who had better
marks got falry tale books sometimes. I didn't like these Pionser
meetings, but it wse compulsory. They had such long so_echss, and
il was Rlways so sleepy. They told us how the ¢hildren should be,
and we had to listen to it stlfi, without moving."



HOw tell us somsthing ab:ut youn fa=ily. ihat did your father
do, and your mother?

"My father had a little shom in the house. He made leather
Xxxxxumxiukx wallets. My mother worked in o factory. Bat both
of them came home absut 12:00 o'eloalk avery day to eat, because
my mother's factory was also nearby,”

where and how did you live in Hungary?
Elghth

"We lived in the Bixsk District, in a small apartment. Ve
had one room and a kitchen, and a small ghack for goal. Ve had
three beds in the room. In every bed, two of us slept. Vie didn't
have any bathroom. We dfdn't even have a faucet 1n the anartment.
The water fauwcet was sut in the court, as well as the tollet. Ve
had a tey for the tollet, and had to onen 1t aver: time we went
out. My mother cooked on a stove whlch had to be hested by wood."

tho did the housework? Did you heln?

"My mother cocked. She got wp very early morning, quiokly
did some cooking, and then she went to the fectory, =nd my father
too. GSometimes my godmothsr came over, and brought us food, and
sometimes we went to her. When we, the bigger children wert to
8chool, my little sister was taken to my grandmother or to some
of our godmothers. Lverybody lived very olose to us. When we
came nhome, then my sister was brought home too, and we had to
take cars of her, to feed her, or sometimes all of us went to
grandmother. "hen my mother and my father went to work, and we
haed to stay homs, then they closed ths dour, befause we were
afrald of burglara. Very often we dldn't lmow what we wers
supnosed to do wilth our baby slster. Once I carried her and I
wae friphtered Emm by & horse, so she fall of?f my back and broke
her hatd Of coirse just = little, not ton much.
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V. REWARDS AYD PUNISHM.HTS
A, Have you been rewarded at school for good work?

"Yes. The toacher praised me 1f I stidled well, and my
bomework, my lesson, was good, I got a five In my conybook. O
she nutnit in the blg book that she used. But [ never got an
emblem.

B. Wiere you ever munished at school?

"Oh yes, very often, £If I was tad, if I hit the other child-
ren. Once the teacher wanted to beat me on my back »art, but I
snefked out of her hands and she chased me sll around the "O0Me
Dt&:;ﬁ%:a, I had to stand in the corner or =wxm apologlzs for what
I .

Ce Were you ever punished by your parente? Vhy did they sunish
you?

"They ounished me if I didn't behave well, but I was always
bad. Usually my father exercised physical ounishment. He beat
me un with a leather atran very Btrongly. WMy mother hit me with
@ wooden spoon, or gave me a few slaps. This I got every day."



CH-17-F Vi/10
R

VI,
Wow let me as% you a bit mbout the revolution.

. Can you tell us why the Hungariens started ths revolution?

"The Hungerlan revolution started because the Russlans came
in, beocause one of the men asked them to com8 in. My older sister
and my godmother went to the Szabad Nev, and I heard when they
eaald that some great man asked the Russlans to some in."

Wbhat impressed you most during the revolution?

"I wae not let out in the strest during the shootinge, but
I heard from my mother that thers was a woman with a babyxy and
three other children, and a Rusplan tank came and shot the woman
and the children. They shot them Wwith a machine gun."




VII.

Wihat would you 11''e to be when wou grow un?

"I would 1ike to be a stenograsher and a tyodst. I 1like it
very much. I find olesasure in 1t. This is my ideal.”

Av Now tellwm me, what 1s a pood fatheyr 1like?

"I would 1ike a good father to buy me asverything I want. He
should glve me money for lece oream and dresses, and he should buy
me a8 tynmewriter and a telavhone."

¥What is an ldesl teacher 1ike?

"If I deserve the good, she should give it to me. If I am
bad, and i I deserve lt, she can beat mé, but if the teacher 1
bad, I won't allow her to beat me."

What is = good mother 1lke?

"A good mother should take me for a walk L{f I am a pood
girl, buy me nice drespes, and for the othsr children. he should
have bwautiful blonde halr, and if I am goud, she sho 1d waxkxm
not beat me. She should mlso wash the children hefors they go
to school, and put them to bed 1n the evening."
woret
What are the three mxmmw things a child oan do?

"She could beat somsbody um, breal the windows, or just
I-’.ﬂﬂl’ be hldl .

VWhat are the three most immortant things a child should be
taught?

"She should he taught te be wise, to keen herself clean, and
not to be a drunkard."

What are the three worst things ons ocen say about somecne?

"The three worst things that a ochild 1s bad, she was fregh
to me, and she didn't glve baok my money."
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VIII. CPECIAL FECTIDR

A. Wbo do you think ers the three gresatest neonle in the
world?

"Stalin, Rakosl and Lenin. This was told us at school. I
self thought 1t was s0 as I sat. I dldn't think of it then
:Ent they were Communists. But today, I think the greatest is
Ex Imre Nagy. They wanted to sxecute him, but he escaned. Hs
wes a good man."

Respondent cannot name eny other blg, leadliag nersonallty.
Neither can she name any greatest 1living Hu garian.

B. How we would like to sive you & few names of famous Hungar-
lans. Can you tell us a little shout each of them?

St. Steohen: "I pemembsr that there was a 5%. Stenhen
Hosnitel."

King Mathies: "I don't know who he was.”
Francis Rekocel the 2nd: "I don't know either who he wag."

Sandor Petofl: "There is a book sbout him. EHs wrote DOGMS .
lhere was also & statue in Budapeat of hime I saw it. And hse
was Xmr also in our reading book. His olcture was in our book
and his noem; a pleture me he sald the Talora Magyar. The poor
veonle listened W to him, but the kings disregarded hls spesch.
He diled in the war.m

Louies Xossuth: "Oh there ies a nosm sbout him. He was a
great man."

Istven Szechenyl: There 1s a Szechenyl Bath [n Budanest.
All the old ladies go there, but I don't kapow anything elsze about
him. "aybe he wes a great man."

Resvondent has no knowledgs about Ferenc HERE, ¥
Teresa Maris, Gabor Bethlen, Michael Tanesics.

George Dozsa: "He was also in our textbook at schovl. But
I don't remember enymore who he was. I remember that therse was
also & voem mabout him.”

Nicholae Horthy: "I don't know who he was,"

Josenh Mindsgenty: "I heard his name 1n B danest. He was
{morisoned.”

Imre dagy: "He was rood. He tried to nide In Budawst,
because the Communists wanted ta kill him, but later on he
sscansd,"
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IX.

What strlkes you as belng completely different in ths U.2,.
from Hingary?

"The food is entirely different, and I ocmnnot get a line on,
the streets ars so different.”

¥What are the thl gs you like moat sbout ths U.3%
"I like the moat the chocolate, the candy, and the loe cream.”
What are the thinge you sém dliesanorove of Iin the U.S5.7

"The many papers on the streats, and the dirt."

THE END




