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I11. THE SCROOL SITUATION

A Can you tell us something sbout yveur school in
Hungary? What were vour supjects?

“Our subjects wers reading snd writing, sarithmetic,
drawing, Bgum gymnastic, singing. Thess were all caompul-
sory. We didn't have any Russian instructionm. They was
also a4 posaibility to register for lunoh, but the lunch
Was very meager -- nsudlly Jjust 4 plain role with 2 thin
8lice of cheese. Therefore, I didntt register for it.®

Whieh sublijects were liked tho most, and which ths
least?

¥l liked gymnastic and drawing the most, becauss
I didntt have to study for those snbjects. Ctherwise, it
®as Jusal the same. T didn't care uwuch avout the other
subjects.”

Tell me something now about your teachers.

“%e had only one teachker for all the subjests,
She wa8 an old lady who had three big sons. 1 liksed her.
ohe was never rude, but Just. If somebody behaved she
praised Lhe boy and he got & star. ind il we bahaved
badly, she treated us actordingly. Either she pulled our
halr a 1llitle bit or let uvs atand in the corner. If
somebody gatherod ten stars, ho pgeot & toy or sose raward
from her.™ '

Did she treat a&ll Lhe ghl dren egually?

"Noy; I can't saoy that, Twe boya 4ia the class al-
ways got special privilepes, They weare tuo fat bovs, X
Their wothers always brought flowers and gifts Lo the
teacher, and ¢ame to visit her svery once in & while.
These boys geol & star every day. Tha teacher reslly
gpoliled those two boys bacause they Tlattered her."

Did you have Communist Lsachers?

"I don't know. We nuver talked about it. But we
had & big Russian shield on the fucade of Lhe school. My
# father helped to take it off doring the revelution,"

Tell me something now Gbout your clasamates. Tho
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ware your frienda? Tell me something dbout
Lhem .

I vad frieids mostly in the house whera we
lived. But T had tome from the school too. The
school was once in the norning, once in the afterncon,
and therefore I alviys slayed with those boyo who wera
free ai the time wiin I waz frese, We played all kinds
of games togetnsr. me foughi with large uticks againat
another group of ehildrgn, or we played Tootball. Ve
rode bicyoles. We wviually gave each oither our own
toys or tools. T XX loisd also to nlay in the sand,
and we always nmide all ¢iffarent kinds of figores and
puppets I'rom chestnuse .9

What o d you talk akout with your friends?

"Wie usually talkd sbour our games., 7e planned
what we would play the n:xt day, where should we 20,
because we lived my at te fool of & hill, snd we §
could go out to cliab thy hillside, or play in the
meadow, But you know, s:nce the Russians camae back
in November, everything shanged. Tt wes so different.
e couldn't even go vut % play. BEveryihing becsane
hﬂdl“

Whom did you not .ike &t school?
"There was & boy wlo was a thief, and he was
Blways airty. 1 didatt 1ie Lhis boy. 4nd there was
dnotner Loy whe had & bley:le. %hen I had my own bi-
cycle, I always gave it to him if he acked lor it, but
he never gave me his, Thi, i why T just hated him."™
Were there any Corniunlsts among yvour classmates?
"I don't know. T Jvst didn't think of that.%
iere there &ny Comniunists among your playmates?

"I don't koow either. We just plaved together.®

were there any children at aﬂhnnqwhn were looked
up to by all of yoni

"I don't romember but; yes, thers was one boy, &
very good student, and he oeme to school vvery day in a
clean outfit, & new oulfit, We henored nim for that, tut
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on the other hand he was a very bad boy. He broke
the windows, he hung on the sireetcars. His father
was & doctor.”

Now let's say there are two childron of your
age. One of them is the son of a san who onca
wds a lewyer, but is now & common laborer. The
other 4s the 2on of & man who was = common la-
borer ten years ago, but now {8 Lhe manapger of
& feetory. Which of them would you rather have
as 8 friendy

- 1] mude friends with everybody., T aidn't make any
didtinction. I had & good friend in our house. I dontt
evén X £ know whpo his parents were, but we sent him a2
package already from here."

ODid wvou nave religious instructions at school or
some pluce else?

"0h no, it couldn't be. In the schools they
didn't allow us to learn abont religion. If somebody
just made the sign of the c¢ross on bimself, he was al-
ready sent home from the achool. Il was !mpossible to
be a Catholio. T went to the chureh with my molher, but
we had to go far %o & different part of the city. Hy
motner told me about religion, and my ® fe&iher bought
books aboul Ood, &nd from these books my mother read to
wo every svening before we went Lo slesp."

1. 38 pid you tell your parents what heppened at
school?

T always told everytnling that happened at
school to my mother, I started to tell it as soon &s
I got home, &and Y continued during supper.”

pid your parents ever talk to you about school,
«nd what you learned?

"My father only alwayse told me that if we fought
with the boys, I should hit baock, but il T did so0, then
my mother always scolded me. She always esaid, "If some-
body throws a SLone at us, we should throw back with bread.®
I think abont this now very often, that mother was always
right. orly I didn't do it well somehow, Sometimaes .t

C. pid you ever talk abLout what bapoened at home
whan you were at school?
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"No. T didn't talk to &nybody about what was

41t home. I thought, why, it would mean Just trouble.

At Theé end, Lhey would have boaten me up if I sald
something wrong."

Did anybody ever tell you not to talk about
something a4 school?

"Ho. Bul the teachers xaid in Hungary said some-

thing entirely diflferent from what the teachers say
here in the 1. 5.M

But did your father, “or !nstance, ever tell you
domething difforent from what you heard &t school?

"Yes., Sometimes he did, and

1y I elways believad

What did you do after achool hours?

"First J did my homework, @nd If the Wweother
was good, then we went oot to Sas Will to play.®

bid youn read anything? What beookds did you read?

1 dldn't like to resd in Hungary. I rsmember only
reading one 8mall book. It was about 4 family, how thay
lived, und that there was & boy who was rich, and a boy

Who was poor; anc at the end, the pecor boy became rich., T

read this book very fast. 7Tt didn't take me wore than
two days .
Did

¥You ever Lo to the movies or some other en-
tertainment?

"Yes, we went to the movies sometimes -- about
every sunday, and at Christmaa. %Wa also went to the
g

Arusement Park, end outdoors =x doring the weekend with
ny parents."

Pid you take part in eny sports?
"Ho, I didn't do any sports,®

hat did you play with other children?

"We bulll tents on 4Hhe nillside,

ancd shot with
ATTDWE .,

Vie elimbed the treos, and threw Stopes."
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How tell us something about your family. What |
tid your father and your nother dof?

"My Bather was & stove setter. Yon see, Ne made
these bip, beautiful stoves with glased tilea. There
vere very few atove m&kers in Hungsry like my father.
Therefore he wmnas ssked to come averywhere. He made a
lot of money. e always had everything to eat, and a '
lot of toys. Eapecislly during the revolution, we had
plenty of food. W¥y mother's sister, my aunt, she worked
in & food factory and wa got everything from her. If
one of my Eults became old, T lmnediately rot & new one."

%ho were your father's friends?

"My fattert's friends ware & railway san who worked
&t the railway, Then anolher one was 2 teoamster. He
had & carriags wlith horses, and he alwavs carried bricks .
or mortar."

Whers ald you live 1o Hungary?

"te lived at Lhe Sssnegy, in the 1lth distirict.
We lived in 8 wvery nice houso, with a big zurden. There
were a lot ol flowers and buuhes in the gurden. Four
other families lived in the same house. Le had two
large rooms. T slept in the sune bed as my mother. My
father nad a bed alone, and my sister and my brothey
slopt in the sane bed. Our bedroom wasn't on large. ‘The
other room wase much larger, aund we had 8 bed in that
room for onr guests. Cnce in a while T slept there. T%
Wa&s very good to &legp there, becuvsg the 8ir was o good
in that room.™

Kho did the housework?

"My mothor worked in the henseheld. Nobody helped
her, I helped her sometimes to wash the diches, or to
sweep the room, oometimes I evon helped with the lIuundry.
I liked to do everyshing very wmuch, but my brotner and my
sister were lazy. They alweys went out to play instead of
helping my mother.n

Viho took care of you &fter school?

Tihen my wother wes at work, then unother woman came in.
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V. HEWARDS AND FUINISHMENTS

F

A. Hove you been rewarded at school for geod work?

*If I made a pood -axgrcise, or I did something
good, I got a star. L8 T told youn Yelore, if we had
tén stars wé ot & toy from the teacher."

B. idere yoa ever punished &b school?

WIf I didn't know the lessson, or iT I hurt some-
one, then our tsacher Leat me, or T hid to tiuke home a
report of my unsatisfactory conduct. She gave me u
slap once in o while, bubt i{ was all right., However,
my 8ister -= she wauw n ¢t by Lhe teuchor so herd and
got such big slaps on her {ace that the traces of nix her
fingers could still be socen on her face when she got
bome. My [ather went Lo the sSchool and told the Di-
rector about it, and the tesciier was dismissed. Even
80, dhe wus 8 good deacher., Iy sister toeld me she was.
Bot she suld also that she didn't do anything, and still
ahe got this big slap.®

Were you ever punished by yonr parents?

"O0h yes. My father hit me once in a while. He
always hit me on my heud. Babl T waso't alrald of him,
aven if he waa strict with me. If T lded, or I broke
& window, or I Tought with somcone whoe didn't do any-
thing %o me and I just stagted, or if T didn't do what
my parents teld me, pr x I broke & plate -- in Sueh
cases T was punished. But mostly by my mother. Ny
father hit me somctimes only. ¥y mother beat ma up
with a wooden spoon, especially If she sent me some-
where and T didn't go; or she ssked me Lo knesl down
in the corner af & room. JIt happened once in a while
that my father and my mother didn't agree on the methors
of our punishments -- whether we shocle be beatesn or not.®




A, Can you tell 65 a 1little bit about the reveolution?
Nhy do you think the Fungariaons atarted the revolu-
tion?

W"The revolution broke out beosuse three men am in
Ruossia wonted to do sodsething that Stalin didn't want
and cidan®t like, 4nd ne didn't =mant Lo alleow thesm. There-
fore he was killed. We heard 1% over the radio when he
w&s bopried, and tnis caused the revolution., I know
about the revolntion only what ay Tather told ma -- that
he went cut one evening and sew & big crowd which -atarted
to shoot at escn olher. The RKussiens arrived il hhey
wanted to help ws, but it turned owt that thay feught
dgainst the Hunparians. I sow bthe Rosaians come with
the ténks, and the Hungariams even helped the Russians
when they got stuck:. But T ssw also that if the Russians
didn't shoot, the Hungarians didn't shoot sither, and
vice verea, I saw many thioge during the revolution.
They were shoollng every day right under our window, svery
night. ¥y mother's (ace i all bLurnt becaunse ahe went '
out to buy broac, and tne Rubsians thraw a bomb from a
truck, and it burned by mother's whole fece. I also saw
from the window that & Communist who lived nearby wentad
to run intoc & nouse barefoot, and the poople Bhot him.
My father told me that the pecple Lhrew leaflebs all over
the streets, and that tne AVH shnt a smpall boy who ran on
the street. In our house thore was 4 ll-year old boy who
had & real pistel. Me hid 1L, snd ths Ruasians looked
for it and therefore the boy had to escape. Nany boys
nad to ecscape. 4Lnd alter the revolution) we found in the
back of the garden and in thc mecdows many pistols and
ammuniticn,”



b

=16 ¥ vIIz/12

VII.
#hat would you like to ba when you grow up?

#1 would like tp becope a swimmer, a Sportsman.
I would like Lo do this the mosi, btetsnsie I wuld be
strong and healthy from that.®

A lihat 18 a zood father l1like; tell =es.

®A good Tather buys everything for a ochild thet
he wants, and that he needs. T am alweys sSo happy
if my [ather buys me everything, T% is good for me,
and for ay daddy as wegll."

Whiatl 38 an ideal teacher lika?

"k teacher should be strict. & Birict teszher
is much better for the children. He really disciplines
them,. ™

hat 15 & good mbther like?

"Oh, She must be like my mobther. ineg does avorye
tning her ehild asks of her, but 4f the child is bad,
then Lne mother punishes him."™

Whnat are the threce worst things a cild can dof

"To lie, %o be discobedient Y4c his parocnts, to
Sioke & cigarette il ne is such & small hoy 88 T am."

Wwhat are the three wiosl im-ortant things a child
shonld ba taught?

"a child should be teught ar!thmetlc, to be wise,
and to be haalthy.®

lihat are the three woreét things one can sayvy abont |
sSoumeona?

"That he ls esnvious, he doesn't masks & [riendship
with me, and ho doesn't do any good to other ubople.®



VIIT. SPECIAL SECTION

A o ino do you Lhink are the three prestest people
in the werlds

"Oyorgy Dosse. The psooles put & burnin: crown
on bis head. The saecond is Wichelas Horthy. He was
vary rioh, and nhe lived up it the Portress. 7T don't
know & third ome." (He dossn't Zsen tc be able to
name more people, therefore the next qQuastion hasn't
baen asked.) ' '

%he do you think ia the greatest living Hun-
garianft

"I don't know., I juat can't tnipk of Enyone."
B. Lan you tell us a little about sach ol the
iumous Hungoarians we are going to givae von

the names of?%

>t. Stephen - "I heoard that nsme, but T dontt
remember what I heard about him.™

King Matniss - XRespondent has no knowleadge
abcut him.X

Francis Rakoc=2i the 2nd - "He holped the paoaple
and Tought for the poor people.™

0

Sandor Petofl = "He wrote posms.”
Louis Kossuth - "1 heard nils name, but 1 donrtt
Know who he was _ »

nespondent hud no knewledgs about Ystwan Ssechenyi,
Feronc Deak, Teresle Maria, and Gaber Reihlen.

dichael Tancsics - "He wan also a fighter.n

Jeorge DogBd - "] kpow his napme, snd T know
that he died Bo that aExwaxxxmazwixamxE-fisxtRaxrarn
une people put him into a burning throne.®

tut he

Nicholas Hortny = "He was a goveraor,
country is

Was 4 KIng, because a person who roles a
the king.®









