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Agey 9 years
S8x1 lale
Religion: Roman Catholic

The Child lived at Bzekesfshervar., and spent
mest of his life also there.

L

He attended, the publ school the nd has
f inlshed haaa gradﬁgﬁ' ust started before whenﬁ’: ”_b ﬁ-”fg rag
the revolution broke out.

Hespondents parents are living in the US, He

also has an plder sister who is 14 years old.
Grandparants of father are ﬁﬁIF?iizéig and are
in Hungazy . The maternal grandparents have died,
Maternal grandmothgr{deported and killed by the
Cermans as she was/Jewess.

The family lives now in the Btonx and the young
boy attands the 33d public school in the 4th
grade.
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THe SCHOOL SITUATION

A. "Lan you t=ll me something about your
school in Hungary? For instance, what
subjects did you take?"

"Wwe had arithmetics then we had w#}% g, there
wes also grammar, reading. We also learn 3

great dedl of things by heart, and we had clas- _

sés of just conversatlon, Besides the ctherglwe SvniEcTS
also had gymnastics, singing and drawing.

What did you read in your reading class?"

“This was sort of mix??ﬁé had snmatimasiquite

good things but sometimes also communist matters.
You know,,Miss how it is. We_had stories by Petofli,
we lear out him. Then we BEB® also fairyatalkes.
We had to Zearn once a poem onBg"Russlan sol-
dier , how we have to grateful to him and when=-
ever we pass his gravghonour him, because he has
died in saving our country. You know of courseP¥Nis

is just plain nonsenset

“Wi. & did you talk about during your conversation
clagsses?"

"ie mostly talked about animals and such things. \

There was not much sbout communism. However now L

and then communism was brought up by some kiddy in

the . The teachers were always wise and kept

away from such discussions because they did not SoCraL ;

dare to commit themselves, We had children of everyeCLnsS
in our class and believe me, Miss, we had most

terrific fights with them. Not anlr did we have

arguments, dliscussions, but actually we fought with

them. The Hungarian kids were always against these

communists kids.®

"Whilch subjects were liked most by you?"

"My favourlite subject was reading because ye some-
times read very good stories, stories of which you
could learn something. You know what I mean, they

were kind of educational stories. There was always
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3 point to the thing,

I also loved the gymnastics, and last but not
ileast, I also liked grammar.®

Ywhy did you like grammar, for instanca?"

"You see, it was like this. In the begiRing I

did not like grammar very much , but later on

1 elways had good marks, and somehow this spurned
me on , and I always was the best in the classlin
grammar in the end.”®

"iwhich subjects did you like least?"

"There was not such a subject,Miss, I liked them
all, but as I sald, I prefered reading and grammax
mostly,™

“l would like to ask you now a couple of questions
about your teachers at school."

"iWa had only one teacher, She was a lady-teacher,
in the 3rd grade, and altcgether there was only one
man=-teacher in the whole school, but this one was

a communist and so was the headmaster. The other
teachershowever, were awfully nice. They iwere no
comnunists, even though sometimes they had to make
believe@If they were. After all, you know, Miss
how it 1s . They must ldze and they were fearing
logcsing their jobs, but the one who taught Russian
and tha headmaster, these two were communists.
Maybe they talked so much about communism that fi-r
nally they believed it to be right and to be good."

Yon the whole I cab say that all the taacharaﬁare

always very very good and nice with us and they
really deserved that I loved them. I was a very
lively and naughty child:after all I am still a
kid but I was behaving well and always knew my
lesson, so the t€achers did not mind very much,
even if I was naughty."

"Did the teachers treat all the children equally?"
"Yes, Miss, I can say it vary honestly that thEgShE

NSRRI T T T
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weaee vary very decent with us and she alwgys
treated us quite egqually. I have heard however,
that in the higher grades where they were many
kids of ;AVD tamilies, ™ the teachers
sometimes treated thése kids better.’
!
II even heard how those awfull AYC kids had tried
to trap some of the teachers by putting weapons in
desk drawers, then the AvD cams and found i
V' wenpon thepi-and they arrested the teacher. Don't you think
that this is a pretty awful thing to do on your
teacher, don't you?®

"Now lats see about ﬁuur class mates, can you tell
me spmething about them?™

.saws ho were your friends and why?"

“I nad two friends &t school, one was the son of a
vary nice decent Hungariang@f man, who in his free
time wilthout accepting any money, has hslped us to
fix our blackboards in the class and ¥ redecorateb
our classroom, because the school did not pay for
such things. He was a turner by profession. Then
the the father of another friend of mine was
& musician. However he refused to make music for
the communists and so the mother of the boy had to
ge out and work for the family. But I never was to-
gether with these boys except at school. I had other
friends in the houss where I lived, and with these
we spent much time together.®

"What did you do together, what did you talk or play
togather?

"Our main occupation was to Maxewsr on the Russian
kids, "

"How come??

"You see,Miss it was like this. Qur apartment-house
was just around the corner, from the Russian military
barraks and the houses where ths Russians families
lived, so we played down in the courtyard and these
kids were also there, so we always declared war on
them and hasde® tosbéhes—, Il wss really a serious

FOUE KT TH MM
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fight. Once they even broke my skull with a
stone using a catapult.”

" Un another occasion I was taken to the police.

You know it was like this: I found an old rusty
sword in the ground and déggs# it up and s0 I ®
was fighting the Hussian kids with this and I
nearly cut oif the ear of one of those Russian
boys. So I was taken to the police and ey todk
away my swordput nothing else happened to me.

We also w&FE to plaw&?ALLwith my friends and
played socesr too,

There were two kids a boy and a girl 1iving in
the sasme house where we did. The parents of thess
were Communists. whd th those we had all
the time arquments ?:ing on, I really cannot un-
derstand@ that noth ? serious happened tok me
because I was never affraid of saylng of what was
on my mind, very freely and openly.l slways said |
50, Unce 1 remember one of those kids said that

the jeeps the Russian used were Russian made. Of

courseé L had seen the white star which is zfter a

all not a red star and I knew that this means that

it hashk belonged to the American army. Of course

it was an American jeep and not Russian made., I

wés right in the endy

"fere there any Communists among your classmates?®

"Of course there were. It was very easy fte find
out because these kids always wore a red neckties
or blue ones xf even if they didn't have to, out=-
side school and playing on the ground. I never
wore mine, In fact, I never was initiated, bescause
when it came to it that we had to be sworn in, for
the pagpes movement, you know that is for the
younger children who cannot be Pioneerf, I attanded
the meeting but before it came to ]
1 escaped through the window. 13E‘§b¥ﬂﬂﬁ;,'nf.
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"Were them any children at school who werew
looked up by you or other chibdren?"

“"There were a couple of kids who were VETY
decent but these were not looked up by eve-
rybody, only by myself and a couple of my
friends . One of them was the son of that
musician I was talking about already, he wa

a small and frailllittle boy but he studiad

well and he was always decent, always defen—

ded us and myself for instance also against

the Communist kids. He was very brave in

standinimu? against them, and that's why we

liked him,"

! bed " ing}he uesti "
pLo egard n I J regarding

¥nythat th?g cﬁzlghe would make rather friends

#=Wchild of a man who once was a lawyer but

is now a common 1ader&r or the child of a man

who was a common ten years age but nnwmdﬁu’u:tl

s the manager of the factory,

The young boy didhot hesitate and said immediately !
I would like to have the son of the lawyer as a

friend because it is quite evident that the father

had o beécome a common leseser|because he did not LABOR =@
wish to act and work for the Communists, and he

made great sacrifices , so as to remain a true

Hungarian.®

is a Communist, The ¢ eferred the

son of the former lawyer, by saying %1

mithkex even th&n would prefer this boy because

the father did not wish to work for the Communists
and the worker who bacame factory maznager did not
deserve this job because he did not have the qua=-
lification for it after all and so he must have e
received the job as a premiem from the Communists,

I specified now that neither of the two fathers
hild i stil

"Was thereany religious instruction at school?"
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"Yes fot those who wanted. I also attended €yspe-

cial religious classes, but of course, this was

taken down and recorded against us. You know, that

e had a friend at the police who told us that it

was a law that the kids who attepded religious

instruction should be always (seat—50%, ‘:ﬁwnlit;mww{ia’?@t_j
I really was entitled to have what we call an ex-

cellent grade but I have never received more than

a general”’five”,

The priest came te=us- three times a week to give us
religious instruction at the school.2

B. "Uid you tell your parents always what happened
in school.® |
Lig

"Of course, I did, I never weiés to my parents and
besides that W€ came pretty often to the school to
talk with the teacher, so he was always informed
about eveything. So why shouldn't I tell him every=
thing also? After all, I see and had always il ex- e
perience that my parents want only the best for me,
Therefore what my parents did or A3l is very important
ig mﬁ]and this is according to thexxangh I want to

ve,

i S Wil
After all,like—T Say, I had a little dog and there are
1

two saucers of milk there. One has gone o=t already

bed and the other is still fresh, S0 I won't give the bad
milk to my little dog elther,only the good ond. So

my parents wand to shield me also wwwhat is M‘BA_))
Is3n't that sos" FRoMm '

C. "Did you ever talk about what happened at home
when you were at school?"

"1 only talked to those I could trust otherwise I
never talked about anything."

"You se¢,it would have been silly to tell people at
school what we were doing at home since we did a lot
of things which hobody should have known, /1
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. For instance , I was lesarning a poems by authors
who were proseribed and sometimes two of my iriends

Avd ME who were free went-and visited each other and
learnell these poems by heart,

(I asked a boy that wheH!'We could not recite me one
of those poems and he immediately¥ cooperated by
reciting a very long difficult and complicatéad
page of the poem by ona of the nnntaqiﬁiarv Hun=-
garian poets. Yet the subject was on' hardship
to be Hungarian.“:)

"You know Miss yeM we have many bokks with poems
at home. we have one with all Hungarian poems by
the famous poet Petofi and the rest. I had one
book still and this is my only souvenir from
Hungary. It is a volume of Hungarian poems which
the parish priest in Hungary gave to us to learn
poems out of it ,2and when we came over I just took
it with me. Do you think it was wrong to do so?"

"Were you warned not to talk about something at
school ?"

“0f course, what do you think? It was my mighmy and
daddy when I was quite a small kid and started to
attend school and I was a first grade® only , they
always told me : Please don't talk about anything
at school as w& will be taken and put into prison.”

“"Besldes I have my own ldeas and I know perfectly
well with whom I can talk and about what.”

D. ®What did you do after the school was out?"

" why, first when I came home I had my lunch . This
was about one oficlock. After lunch# immediately/ L
started doing my home work and to study bmk what I
had to. wWe had very much to study, “ometimes we had
to wrlite four five pages g we had to read four, five
pages then we had to memorize and so on. It was al-
ways around four o'clock by the time I was ready
with my hume»wnrk,gggﬁiuut to play with my friends

cCoulLs G o)
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. or fight the Russian kids,as I said before.
otheR Beow'g

"Did you E@&ny books, did you raaci_unmeth:tmgt

besides your schoolbooks?®

"Of course. I had great many bokks. I had falry
tales,"Around the Workd"for instance, this is w A-BouT

wirtlt- a little angal who goes miikhx around the
world, then I had the gnm:q&éﬁ-, the complete 300K

oF GE'LMM 'S —ease—ofGeean, then I had the seventy-seven
Hungarian folk tales too. I also borouehed ery fj?ﬂﬂihﬂm&s;
TALES often books from mg friends.® V;’ =

NSometimes I also attended movies with my parend

“UT abomt-only Hungarian pictures. iie never went to
see any Russian films. By the way I must tell you
somet maybe you don't know. Did you know that

all the Russians in Hungary had their own stores

and they paid for instance, what one forinth 50

for two pounds of meat, whereas we ahbhd to
forty. Then they paid ten for. inths for twe pounds
of lard, we had to pay fifty and so on 2 New what
you say to all this7?

"Did youb do any sports?”

" Yes, layed soccer, we went swimming and we
also pﬂr handball. Tl‘uteis nof baseball, in
Hungary. I expect, you know that .

b
"wiite You told me that you did not participste in
the pioheer movement or PAJTAS why?*

"For the reason because it was a Communist insti- -

tution and they talked always about communism there. — - '

They had to sing communist songs. Even za they VT Hut )

went out in lovely camps I never wanted to become

a PAJTAS or pioneer, Also had I continued schools

in Hungary in my fifth grade I would have been forced

to join tﬁe pioneer movement.2 I told you 1 took the- /A § iy, o
T o€ i the window when I was to take the

oath, but it was my decision and I really would hawe- Mo+

wanted an-thet and thet I would have gone to the

™ {0V
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headmaster and told him that I rather quite the school,
but I certainly de not want to become a ploneer. Maybe
they would have expalled me from school but I wouldn®'t

habe cared. I do not want to have anything to do with
communism)'
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FAMILY LIFE |

"Tell me now sﬁmﬂthin? about your family, Wwhat did
your father do for a living or your mother?®

'Hg daddy was and is still at ginsmith, I told you
Mgmmy did not work. In Mungary sometimes she went
out to houses to sew, She often did it at home if |
she received some work but she only looked after us |
children and the household, n

"Who were your granparents?" f

The father of my daddy was a tarmer,, I knew that ,
but I do not know what the father of my mother was,
He does not live any more.

We lived at Szekesfehervar as I told you, and in middles

of 4ne TovwwMwhere wa had a very 11 apartment in a

big apartment house. The lLemded dpartments were alwag ﬁeﬁcﬂ
alotted to the party pig shots or the party members, I
The four of us, mother ather, my sister and I , we '
had one room and that was all, in this roocm we Lived ;

here we cooked and we slept . 1 sleph® with daddy

and my sister with mother. There was arjohn"outside
in the corridor, that was all, *

"Who did the household2*wionw 2

"How can you ask such a question, Miss, certainly PLeo FUS

did. cverything I could, or my sisters, the—=¥ESs Wi AL
5. Sometimes I scrybbed the floor. My

sister did the washing up. 1 dried the dishes, then

1 run errands for my mother and went out shopping ot

queuing up for food.™

“Who took care of you after school?®

"There was no need to take care of us, Miss, after
all we could take care of ourselves. lle were good
children and obeyed our parents and stayed at home,
but usually mother was at home with us. Howsver,

if seldom it happened that she had to go away from

B
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s TAyE ¥ (b . e
then I word—tef the school after hﬁﬁé “and
1 did my lessons but immediately after I
home again.,"
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ReWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS

Abave you bsen rewarded at school for good work,
and how, if so?"

" Yes, # we got small little slips of paper asying:
for good conduct, for good reading, for good arith-
metic dtc.,and'we collected enough at the end of the
adﬂgalyear. we received a book. This was usually hi
a ry book, but of course some of them were commu-
nisti' ,However, we were e to make our own
choice of which book we wahted to have.

Al OWED
B. "Were you ever punished at school?”

"Of course, we were punished, if we behaved badly
or we havan't learned our lesson well and couldn't
recite it, WE were put into the corner, sometimes
we got = &m‘-’* On our arxms nails, or sometimes
we had to stay after hours.Then of course, were
the report cards too.

C. "Were you eveﬁbunished by your parents?"

"Of course, if I was naughty I got dgood bsating,

but also I was deprived for instanc® of going out

to play with my friends. For instance, 1? I got a

bad noteand bad marks at school, I was not allowed
to Ela? with my friends until I received s better

mar.

"Who is usually punishing you?®
"Both, daddy and mghmmy"
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"Now tell me something about the revolution. why
did it break out?"

A, "You know, Miss, the whole revolution started like
this: the Hungarians wanted to demonstrate in front of
THe Bem statue in Budapest, in order to show their
sympathy to the Polish people and asked for peimission
but the Red did not give the permission and so they
decided to march whether they received it or not.
So, after the demonstration at the statue, the Hun-
garians marched back to the radio, because e The )
wanted to raad what the students had drafted, the
demands of the Hu:ggrian mission, Here it was not
ﬁllnwad to enter the bullding and they were shot at.
his is how the revolution started.”

“Can you tell me why the Hungarians started the revo-
lution?"

"The reason why the Hungarians started the rewvolution
was because everybody In Hungary wessed tefconvinced | was
even the communists ,that the communist regime in Hun-

gary can no longer be maintained.®

B. "What impressed you most during the revolution?"

"It impressed me terriblﬁ to see how beautiful the
revolution was and how the Hungarian People stuck

together, There was no difference in religion, or

even if somebody was formerly communist but said

that he is no more so and is on our side, we received

himand everybody was together in one big happy famityx
feeling. There was no difference anywhere. The Hunga-

rians wanted that the-communism skewdd be ended in

Hungary and the Russians should go home. I myself,was
terribly hnpgy because I thought that at last freedom

has come to Hungary! when asked whether any members &f

the family or friends have been imprisoned, ill- trea

ted by the communists, respondent said:¥es, daddy was__

three times arrested, but|{I de not know. I only knowl/ Fonnwa;
he was the president of the Hungarian peasant party in

our city, Later on, my parents were scared and thought

that 5nmethin? might happen to me when the fighting

was golng on in the town, and I was not allowed to go

out any more."
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iln the beglinnin .'%ﬁen the revolution started
at Szekesfehervar, |You know)l was out there ia the

street, 77—

May 1 tell Iau now Miss, something about the revo-
lution how it happened in Szekesfehervar? You know

what I am golng to tell you have sesen with |~ WHAT
my own eyes ., I was there, together with daddy,”

"Of course, you may tell me what you know about the
revolution as it happened in your home town.®

"As I said before,all I have witnessed myself, Miss.
On Yctober the 23d 1956 the news wase spread all around
the city that the revoldition has started in Budapest .
On the 24th of October all factory workers who have
unxwurkeqhn the factories marched in cleose ranks to~
ward the middle of the city. On their way where sver
they saw a red star or any red insigna, a counle of
them climbed up and tore it down. Finally th: crowd
which grew and grew and became quite big, arrived to
the"Town 11. THere,%student® started td recite pa=
triotic poems;/ when he was recit the’ Forwasd » 8L
Hungarians' an& came to the "we no more VT uNE
want to be slabes) the crowd shouted with them re-
peating the lines,*

"You have no idea how beautiful this was. Everyvbody

cried, even myself. You know the whole city was
therx. The crowd was always groddng morg and more.
Finakly part of thﬂtﬁaapla went to the [law Lourt
building. Here and the other part went to the AVH
headquarters, I was with the first part, dadiw went

ith those who went to the AVH. Here at the fLaw-
éaurt young minBr boys went into the building anc
with the ultimatum that within five minutes all po=
litical prisoners should be released or else +“he
crowd witt ™ “ M the building, Very shortly after
this the ﬂnliticll priscners came out one by one
through the hlﬂn:nnr. crying.sobbing with happiness.
They all said wonderful it is thatywe—hav: beemr?fugr
freed by real true Hungarians. The poor prisoners
were kissed and embrassed by everybody and people
gave them their last pennies, so as to enable them
to return to their families.”
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Everybody was very happy. Later on we heard that
the crowd attacking the AVH headquartergwas shot
at by two tanks, There were two fatal casualtizs
and sixteen wounded.

o
By the 25th of October 1956 the revolution'had
got hold already of weapons Wy daddy e
went toc ask for the resignation of the communist
ﬁarty chiefs and big shots, I do not know what
appened there because it was my daddy who went
and joined the crowd, But he got his weapons

"Ll D 3N from a I would not like to mention his

name brcause (Emight get into trouble. I think

I am right, am I? Anyway father had his riffls
and he went with the people to the AVH headquar¢
ters, "gK

"Can you tell me now what do you think #s 2 good
father like." 2

A good jfather who saves thus his country gives
also his child a proper good education and teaches
his child to be decent and honest.::

"what is an ideal teacher like#

I imagine that an ideal teacher must be one whe
teaches the kids et —— g stricly,
and keeps the discipline but is a good teachex.”

“ithat is a good mother 1like?"

I think a good mother keeps the kids in order,
keeps them clean, cares for them » she goes to
market, cooks and she educates the kids, 7

"What do you think are the three worst things 1
kid can do?"

( the little boy gave the answers without hesi-
tation)"To steal , to lie and to kill."
are
"What/the three most important things you thing
a child ought to know?" or should be taught rathex?
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“Well, a child must be taught not to steal, not
to lie and not to v,

"What are the threes worst things you could say
about someone?”

I believe the three worst things would be edther—
> -Jam% atheist , and he is 3 dirty cad and
a lier.
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VIII THE SPECIAL SECTION

A, "What do you think who are the three grea-
test people in the world?"

| EL
Hall,tha‘-iq Petofi, Kossuth and Mindszenty.

"Who do you think is the greatest living HUN-
garian ?¥ .

HE 1S
The little boy answered it—wes Mindszenty. He
said it with a broad smile.

B. And now I am going to give you a few nam:s
of famous Hungarians. Can you tell me scmething
about esach of them . Just one short sentence
that's all.

"Wiho was 5t.Stephen?"

'He was a Hungarian King whe taught religion to
the Hungarian nation,!

"Who was Matyas?"

"King Matyas was a very good Hungarian Kidg because
he looked after the needs of his people, He VETY
often went in a disguise among them to find out
what the trouble is.'

“what do you know about Francis Rakoczy?"

" He was the leader of thelURUC people and fought
against the Labanc for the Huncarian fresdom, '’

"who was Petofi?"

"He was a very gregdat Hungarian poet,, and he
fought in the freedom fight of 1848

"Whgt do you know about Kossuth?*

]
He was the greatest oratot of Hungary./
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"What about Istvan Szethenyi?"

"He was the one who aad%;iﬁﬁﬁirﬁfﬁ bridges , tae
Chain Bridge in Budapest. "

the little boy did not know anything about Fran-
¢is Deak, about Maria Theresa, and about Gabor
Bethlen, Melither about Tancslcs or Uozsa.

“who was “icholas Horthy?*

“He was a very good and a very known Hungarian
leader)

"what do you know about é;rdinal Mindszenty?"

Cardinal Mindszenty is the greatest Hungarian
because he, as he himself said,"first of all,

and primarily I am an Hungarian andHiEhn'T?;m '

a Priest."I think this was very brave of him.™
He choose his religion and his convictions and
was put in prison forx this, !

"What do you know about Imre Nagy?*"

"He was a very decent Hungarian becauze he stood
up for the Hungarian revolution,’

——

H
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"Now can you tell me what strikes you as being
completely different in the US from things in
Hungary?"

(The little boy answered immediately and with-
out hasitatian¥ -

"The system how tuéﬁ’ara taught at schools hare,
I think that the whole system is wrong here in
the US, You must be strict with the k?ds and you
must enforce/ydiscipline. Here it is just th-
contrary. It is much too easy for me here, I
don't have to study that mu:g as at home, Also

here we never have to memorize anything which
we did a great deal at home.!

“What are the things you like most about the Us?®
"The fact that there is complete freedom here "

"What are the things you disapprove here in “he
s

“1 strongly disapprove to see how the children

do not respect their parents., This is one thing,
and second,l really dislike the dirt in the ctreets
and in the citieshﬁynu can s&e here in NewYork.®

M




