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111. THE SCHOOL SITUATION

A, Tell me something azbout school in Hungary.
"hat subjects did you have?

"First of all,we had arlthmetic,resding,writing,
then geography,gym,singing,and drawing. Besides
these we also had a class that was held by our
class headmsster and it was called 'conversation
class. '™

Now,2e%x let's have saomething more detalled about
each class you had. Vhat did you talk about in
the conversation class,for instance?

"Iell,usually we discussed all sorts of events
that happened in the town or 1n Hungary,or
sometimes also abroad. All sorts of topics,The
headmaster also talked & great deal about how
everything is mechanized in Russia.”

What did you study in your reading and writing
classes?

"i'e learned to write and read proper Hungarian."
V'hat sbout geography?
“I"e lesrned the geography of Hungary. Later on

we would have leazrned the different paxrts of the
continents.”

What about gym?
wwall,we had 211 sorts of calisthebics and played
soccer,and we had short distance dash,whexzm and

sometimes we had tugging rope--1 don't know if
you know what that means.”

VWhat about the singing lessons?

"2 ysually sang Hungarlan,Russiasn or Cermen
songs. ZBut,of course,all of them with Kumagaximmx




wil=12=M
t. 4/111

Hungarian words."
WVhich was your favorite subject?

"First of all,I ldved gym. Then,l loved reading,
and then mathematics.”

Tell me why you liked gym.

"First of all,I liked to do gym very much,and
also my xmke teacher told me I was really the
best in the whole school. So,of course,l liked
it very much."

“hat about reading?

1 like to read because I knew very well how to
read,and I read & great deal. Math,I Just like
it very much,snd that's sll."

fell me something else. Vere there only boys in
your classes?

"No,we had boys and girls,and it wes usually

thet we were seated one boy one girl,alternatingly.

'e were mizs always egual in number."

tNow.l would like you to tell me something asbout
your teachers. Did you like them?

"Un to the third grade I liked all my teachers,
because we only had lady teachers. But,in the
fourth grade we had & man. I thoroughly dis-
liked him."

Yhy did mou dislike him?

"Firgt of all,he was xiwyss always taking sides.
He was much nicer to the kids whose parents he
knew,or whose parents guve hlm some money,so
their kids could pass the grade. Vith the px
kids whose parents he did not know or did not
bribe him,he was very d rude. He beat us up
alwyys terribly. You know,he was quite an old



man,and he was terribly jumgikand nervous. It

was only the girle that he ed,and he was
nice to them. He was always beating us up. Thils
man taught us reading."

Did you have any one teacher for all subjects?

"No. In the thxkd third and fourth grades every
subject was taught by a different teacher. Ve
had ladies and men. The teacher who taught us
singing was a man, He was verﬁlni:u+ He played
withd us s great deal. The other subjects wers
taught by lady teachers. They were all very
nice as teachers,but sometimes they yelled a
great deal with us. They liked to boss us
around., They put us in the coxrner,but they
never beat us."

How come that this old man dared to beat you?

¥"You see,it was like thls:even 1f we complained

about it,nobody dam dared to denounce him., And

the old msn always sald that if someone did not

apnrove of his methods,he should ge to another

ginnui.because he is going to teach as he sees
E:

"You see,Miss,this mark on my shouldexr? Once he
beat me up with a cane so hard that it drew
blood,and these marks were gquite raw for some
time.

"There were also other teachers who did not
treat all the children equally. There was,for
instance,the one who taught math. 1f she knew
the parants of the kid,she gave him very easy
homewoxry ,"

Did you have any Communist teschexrs?

"No." [The boy thought for quite some time and
then said: "No,I'm convinced that they could

not have been Communist because they never spoke
for Communism,but against it. Even the old man




who beat us up was anti-Communist.™

'ho were your friends at shzmmi school?

"My very best friend was the son of a palnter.
You know,he wss a very famous artist and well-
known., He held many exhibitions and he sold

his pictures for as much as 1000 forints. Then
there was another boy,he was the son of a
doctor. The three of us were very good friends."

How were the other classmates?

"e were 28,and six of the boys were Jewish.
You know,the Jews did not want their children
to sttend the public schools,and they preferred
to pay. At this school we had to pay ten forinis
s month. In the public ske school the tuiticn
was ten forinte for the whole year. Ile did not
assocl with the Jewish kids very much be=-
cause/M Were terribly snobbish. They walk
around as if they were kings,putting on airs.
Ved just greeted them,becsuse we had to,but

we never played with them.The girls were
especially bad. Then,I did not meke friends
with other classmatés of mine,because some

of them were very naughty boys. They played

out in the streets,and they talked about

filthy things."

that did you play with em your friends?

“'e made excursions,we climbed the Mecsek lMoun-
tain,we played soccer,and such things."

Did Euu have a classmate at school you did not
like

"There was one boy who was extremely naughty,
Alsdé,he was a very bad student, He was accepted
at this szzhai school because this old teacher

I told you about,the one who beat us uﬁ,knew
his parents,and he promised them that he was
golng to try to teach him,and bring him up
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properly. I think this boy was a little bit
nuts. Do you know what he did,for instance?
Fe kx drank all the ink out of the fountain
pens. Now,isn't that stupld?"

Vere there any Communists among pour classmates?

"Yes,there wss one hug* Higs father did not llive
in Pecs. He lived in Budapest,and he came seldom
to visit the boy,because he did not get aslong
with the boy's mother."

How did you know that the boy wss & Communist?

"'ell,you know,he was always talking akout how
the Ruesians are wonderful,and what good things
they are doing,2nd also he always tried to argue
with us. Our =&w singing teacher even warned us
that we should not talk in front of this boy,
and not to start any arguments.®

Did the other teachers know that he was a
Communist?

"Wez,all teachers knew,but,you know, they did
not pay much attention to the boy. They just
made him recite lessons. They didn't explain
anything to him,they just ingnaxadxhin ignored
hlg. This boy was friends only with the Jewish
kids."

Did you have any children in your class whom
you looked up to?

"ves. there was & boy. He was extremely small,
yery slight,kukthe smzllest in the class. Eut,
311 of us liked him,because he was a very good
1ittle boy and slso he studied very haxd., You
krogw kmsgknow,he didn't even come out to play
with ue because he was always studylng and
studying like med. His father was a police
lieutenant.”

The answer to the next cuestion is typlcal of




this young boy's logicsl thinking.

Now,let's ay say there are two children of your
age. One of them is the son of a man who was
once a lawyer,but is now a common laborer. The
other boy 1s the son of 3 man who wss a common
laborer ten years sgo,but now is the manager
of a factory. Vhich of them would you rather
have as a friend.?

"The one whose father was a lawyer",sald the
boy immediately.

Vhy?

"Because,had the father been a Communist,he
would net have been forced to make & living
as a common factory hand,"

1 expleined to the boy that neither of the
two fathers i1s a Communist,and told him to
give me his preference. After thinking a
couple of minutes,the boy said:

"I still would prefer the son of the lawyer
because,you know,in Hungary it was quite
impossible for s common laborer to become
a factory mansger unless he ls s Perty member."

V'hat about religious instructions, Did you
have any at school or elsewhere?

"No,we did not have 1t at school,and neithex
did I attend any religious instructions any=
where else. !y mother told me very little
about religion.,”

(The ¢hild was extremely interested to hear
that he can attend religious instructions
here in Sunday schools,and asked me the
address of the parish where he could dims
find out where he could attend in the Fall.)




CH=12-M
f 9/111

H., Did you tell your parents ziwyx always what
happened st school?

“There was no need to tell them because thgy
knaw pa:factl! well what we were studylng

there, The only thing I usually told my psrents
was when that teacher was nasty,and beat me up.”

that did your parents say to this?

"0Of course,they weren't very glad to hear this.
$8 But,since we were never taught anything sbout
Communism in school,they did not care very much.”

C. Bid you ever talk sbout what hsppened at home
when you were at school?

"No,1 did not,because,after all,you never knew
who was a Communist,and when you are being spied
on. 1 heazd of the parents of many children who
had been imprisoned because the kid didn't keep
his mouth shut. You kmwaknow,Miss,thaixanze therse
was that AVH police who were so terrible. They
used to go around in civilian clothes in the
city,and wexe spying on everyone,and listening

to what people were talking sbout."

Hsde/you been warned not to talk about some
things,snd who warned you?

"It wee Daddy who agtold me about these things.
1 alvays obeyed my dad,and did what he told me.
This ves important to me,zlways.”

D. What did you do after school hours?

“Firet of all,wien I went home after school I
did my homewoxk. !'hen 1 wss through with this,
I went to do the shopping for my mother. She
told me what %o buy. But,you know,this took
an awful long time alweys. It got so late Dby
the time I czme home. I had to line up at
many places,and sometimes I had to go ToO



several shops until I could find what moiher
wanted me to buy. So,by the time I got home
it was pearly flve o'clock. I had tes and

then I went out to play.until supper. After
supper I took my bath,went to bed,snd read."

Vhat kind of books did you read?

“?An5t1¥ they were falrytales,and storles
about famous warrliars. Some of them were
Fungarian books,the others were Russian
translations.”

there did you obtain these Lbooks?

"I got them from the circulating library of
the school. But,mostly I read Hungaxlsn falry-
talds. e had 'The Seventy-geven Hungarlan
Folk Storle',and also I read the storles of
Grimm,'Snow WWhite and the Seven Dwaxfs®,and

so on, I also had books of my own, These I
bought with the money Daddy gave me."

I'hat about other amusements?

Oh,we very often went to the movies,Daddy,
Mummy ,and myself, On Sunday mornings I &ttenced
the matinees alone, You see,mother wass working
in the office of a movie,and so wExm we weré
always sllowed to sttend the movies free."

Which movies did you like best?

(Here,the little boy,with the most serious
poker~face,said:tRsxm 'Dramss.')

\'hat sort of dramas do you mean?

"oh,there was one that wes zbout a poor little
boy. It was called'The Black House.' But,the
film I liked best was an English film, It was

a color film,end it was sbout the 100th million
dollar bill,or something like that.®
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Vhat zbout sports?

"I usually went to swim at the big municipel
pool in Pecs. In the winter I went skating and
tobegganing."

Vhat did you pax play with the other children?

"Well,we just played hide-and-seek,and catch-
as-catch-can,and bullt tents,and played soldler,
etc., Ve also played ball and hop-scotch with

the girls."Z

Did you participate in the Ploneer movement?
"Yes."
Vias 1t compulsoxy?

"No,it was not compulsory,but wboever was &
agood student wes admitted to the Pionesr love-
ment in the fourth grade. lle received red neck-
ties,and we had to wha wear them always. You
knne know what they told us? They sald we must
be very proud to wear those red necktles be-
cause they are madmxmf a plece of the Russisn
flag. U'hat do you say to such a stupld thing?
Also,whoever did not put on his red Ploneer
tie and came to school without 1t rxecelived a
bad mezk. The younger children who were not
sworn in as Bloneers yet wore blue necktles.
These were what they caslled 'Pals'."

'hat did you do at the Ploneer Movement meetings?

*ljall,we *had meetings which were more ox less
compulsory,but we very seldom attended them. They#

were terribly boring."
What do you mean by boring?

"Yell,it just wasn't interesting. They never =ud
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said anything that was Interesting. They dld
not have a Ploneexr home,as they did 1n other
cities,and usually we had the meetings ln the
school. Here a boy of seventeen was our leader,
and he talked zll kinde of stuff and nonsense.®

"{/e also did some excursions with the Ploneers
and the whole school went on those excursions,
but only if we had been good for qulte some
time.*%e were taken by busees,usually for the
whole day. Then we went out somewhere far in
the mountains. Ve put up our tents,we caught
butterflles,we walked,played the number game,
etc. ''"e did not have any lectures on these
excurslions.

"HFowever, there was something whlch was com=-
pulsory for the parents. All parents had to
sttend the parents'meeting every Tuesday at
slx o'clock,and here they discussed us with |
the teachers. My Daddy never told me what |
they tszlked about,he gﬁst d sald that they Il
discussed our progress and our studies."”
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IV,

Tell me now something about your family. What
did your father dofor a living at home?

"Daddy had & tailor's shop snd ha also had two
men working for him. One was an apprentice and
the other was an assistant. He was,what do you
eall 1t,massek. You know,he made quite good
monay,but the trouble was that eveliything went
into tax ima taxes. The more monoy he made,the
more taxes he had to pay. So,mother alsowent to
work in the movie's office, Also,she did the
housawork at home."

(In order to gst the family background I also
askad the boy about his grandparsnta. He teld
me that the paternal gEasx grandzzzunix grand-
father was a workman in the Zsolnay porcelin
factory,vhich is a very fameus factory in Hun-
gary manufacturing all kinds of china goods.
The paternal grandmother wes a domestic ser-
vant,and the little boy told me that although
8he 18 over eixty,she i3 still does the same
kind of work.)

When gsked about living =mmmexX conditions the
young® ter told me that the father's shop was

in the middle cof the city separated from the
place where they lived. They lived in en aspart-
ment house where they had a large terrace,hall,
one ssparate £x room for the boy,anoticr ohe
for the parente,kitchen,larder, batnhroom. He
also informed me that they paid 102 forints

per month,and before they got this spsartiment
the father had to pay 7000 forint promium <o
get 4it. He sald they lived for Seven rears

at this maXplace,snd his father told him how
much they had to pay for this good apartment.



Who did the houaework?

"It was Mummy,but I had the shopping,chop weood,
and also claan the apartmeont. Sometimea I helped
her cerry/dE%m the laundryyzzmex to the loft to
hang it up. Also,] always carried down the gar=-
bage .”

Who took care of youn after school?
"Nobody. You know,when I was a small duax baby

Mummy did not go out to work. But,when I grew
up,she did."



V. REWARDE AND PUNISENENTS

A. Have you besen rewarded &t school for good
work or good bshavior?

"Yes,we received books,prizes,at the end of
the year. Also,sometimes,fountain pens.”

B . Ware you ever punished at school?

"Yfes,of course,wes were. We were sonetimes
locked up in the elassroon,depending on how
naughty we were,one or two hours. Since
classes were from eight to one,and on Satur-
days,from eight to two,we sometimes had to
Stay at six o'clock if we were naughty. For
instance,il someone did not know the lesson
or the homework,he had to =x stay bohind
until he studied it thovoughly,and had to
report to the teacher. slso,vwe raceiyed
report cards which had to ba sizned by our
parents.

"iAlso,we were often made to kneel in tha
corner, You know,the floor of the school
was kopt clean and rubbed with oil,s30 wa
had to kneel on bare knees on the [loor

80 our parents could see that we had oily
knaes,and we had been naughty. We also got
rapped on the knuckles,or slaps on cur palms.
Howewver, thers was only the old teacher who
gave us physical punishment. Ne always
boasted that 'You will learn your lesson,
and the one who does not know it will bes
slapped.'n

C. Were you avar punished by your parentsj
nyes "

Mow did yourparsnts punish you?
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"Well,for instance,l was not allowed fo fgo
out to play with my friends for three or
four weeks,or I had %o stay at home and
work hard. For instance,] had to clean the
whole apartment.”

For what were you punished?

"Well,]l was naughty. For instance,] ka broke
& window,or I left the tap on in the laundry
room and the whole place was flooded., And
another time J kicked the fooiball on the
neighbor's terrace. There waa parajgeet in
its cage. Of course,the cage broke and the
parakeet flew away. nlso,you know,ith we
fought a great deal with the othaer boys,so
my parents disspproved of all this.

Thlso,you Know,my parents did not likethat

I was choosy with my food. You know,I cannot
esd green peas and bsaens. i{heanevar Mother
cocked them,] started to talk back,and told
her I'm not going bo eat them., Bul,there

was no hdlp. I had to eat tham whether I
liked them or not."

Whe usually did the punishing?

"Kall Egﬁgrmy mother and father. ui,youn
knuw,ax is mueh stricter,bscaues,after
all,she is the one who is mestly at home.
But, it never happened that cne of ay parents
took the side sgainst the other.”



I would like to mkx a5k you somathing about
the revolution.

A. Can you tell me why the Hungarisns started
the revolution?

"1t happened beczuse the Hungarian people,and
the young pecople,and all those who weare not
Communists ,wanted the Aussians to lesve Hun-
Eary. But, the grumbling was started by the
university studenits who arranged a big de-

mons tration in Fudapest after whieh the revolu-
tion broke out."

Who told you this? ¥Why do you think this was
the resson?

"Yeu know,some unliversity students used to
come to visit with us. Thesas studants came
tc our place to limten to our radio. We had
a very gi big radio at home,and we could
hear Radic Fres Europs very clearly. Thesea
8 tudents told us about the roevelution.m

Did you ses anything of the revelution at
Pacs ,whare you lived?

"Yos ,the printing offices were Jjust next %o
our house,and from the courtyard I could
see very well what was going on, "ha uni-
varsity s$tudents chased out the workers of
the printing office and started to print
their own newsosaper. Aloo, there was a preat
deal of shooting foing on around the printing
offices where the university students Lought
egainst the Communists.™



“There were alsc p=ople marching in the city,
and there were grest goings on there. e had

a man in our apartment hovse who was 2 Communist,
He was the manager of a hig bank. He had eleven
kids. Imagine,so many. But,you know,Daddy never
let him come in our aspartment., If he came to

mid order a suit or something,Father always

told him te pleame go to the shop. This man
told us how the people in the town have

pulled down the red stars everywhere and

kx® have broken all Communisat signs.

"You know,pecoplealways went out in the streets
even il shooting was going on. The wniversity

8 tudents finally retired tc the Naszek lHoun-
tains from where they shot down on the Communists.
They were digging im there. slso,my father went
there and offered his serviees. He wanted <o
fight with them. But,when they found that he
has a family,they sent him jkum home. The
university students had Jlots of ITood because
the state transportation company trucks carried
the food up te the mountains Tor them.

"and you know what was quite funny? The Russians
Just stocod and looked. T hen people pulled down
thes red stars,they éid not do a thing. People
got more and more mm importinent, They were
shouting "Hang Gerol%,and '"Down with Rakosil'.
hlso,ocveryone wore the red,whitae,greon,ribbons
in his lapel. The xmuyimrxiiy university studenta
walked zround with black ribbon3d on their arms,
showlng that they were mourning for the univer-
sity students %ho were killed in the PBudapest
fightlngs.

AThe fights were going on for a long tinme from
the top of the mountains. There wsre bipg ex-
plesions and you could sae the fire of the
cannons. Finally,one Sunday there wae & big
rumbling,like a goeing on at night.

By daytime the whole city was just crowded
with Russian tanks. You were not asllowed %o

E® nsar them either,because ther inmediately




star ted shooting,

"After wwhile fathor and mother were fed up,
and theyy planned to escape {rom Hungsry. So
we distributed everything we had. Ve gave all
our thinge to grandmothers and grandfather
and friends. Ve left for the directiorn of
Zalsegersseg. 4 man came with us who spoke
gcod Russian and he always talked 4o them
whenaever we were halted by the Russians. Do
you know,we walked LO killometers one day

in four hours, We walked terribly fast.

In ths end, ¥Nummy's and my shoes were ceon-
plaiely torn. Finally we arrived in a wvillage
where my {ather's pazsmix zxxisea assistant's
parents lived,and this man helped us. Thers
was pig killing just going on and he gave

us wonderful food,and at night he took us

ov er the border. There was a terrifiec mud,
And 1 sspk into the mud up to my kness.

When we crossed the border t here was an
nutonobile thare which tock us to the next
village."

B. What impressed you most durinz the revolu-
tion?

kfter some thinking the little boy said; "It
was 8o nice that everyone was happy. At ths
tinme when Hungary was in the hands of the
university students,everpone was glad,smiling,
and happy. But,when the Russians eane baok,
everyone becames terribly sad."

(The hoy got up and rummaged inone of the
draws in his room and pulled out the Time
Ex magazina which had the Freedom Fightar
on the ¥max cover. He showed it proudly to
me and said, 'Have you ssen this?'Isn't that
veantiful?!)
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I Wonder what you would liketo be when vou
BEE Erow up.

"First of 8ll,T would like to become a pilot
or a practical engineer,bacaus=s T like that.
Ton know,when we came to America,sll the way

I was allowed to stay with the pilot in the

front of the plane. I was =% altting naxt to

hin. He put his sarpisces on my head,and I

could hear how the pilots talked in the air.
0L course,it was English and T didn't undar-

stand any at the time,but T heard them »
nevertheless . ®

I have some very,very hard questions to xkz
ask you. Think hard and tell nme what You
think., What 18 a good father like?

"i good father muat teasch his son whatsver
i3 goed,and tell him not %o do anything
that 18 wrong. /. good father should alsp
not beat the child,but always tzlk to him
and discuss everything,and explain.t

Very geocd. Now tell me hew do you imagine
&n ideal teascler to be 1ika?

"1 think thet 3 pgoed teacher 5 hould explain
everything,five or 8ix times if necessary,
until we understand it well and ecan learn
it. But, o good teacher should never beat
the children.?

Novi,£inally, tell ne what does a pood mother
do?

"4 pood mother teaches everything that is
govd and besautiful.”
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What are the three worse things & kid can do?

n"Firlt of all,lie. Secondly,stesl,and imwt |
zkx thirdly,to fight and beat up other boys." |

What are the three most important things |
children should be taught? |

(Here the little boy thought hme hard fer
quite some time.)

"I think that first of all to be degcent.
hen to be pelite,and friondly to everyone."

New,finally,what are the three worse things
you could say aboul somebody?

"That he is a thief,he is a liar, that he
talks dirty things.™



ViII. SPECIAL SECTION

A. Who de you think are the three greatest
people in the world?

After some hesitation the little boy said:
"Ood."

tthat about the other iwo?

“There aren't any others. iLifter all, there
can be only one man who 1s greatest. This
is Cod,nobody elsa.”

who
Viell/mhxkt do think are the three grestest
people in the world Xmmx today?

hAgain the 1ittle boy thinks hard and Finally
says:"Elsenhower." There isn't any other man,.

Well,who do you think is the greatest living
Hangarian?

(This question caused a greatd eal of hesi-

tation,and finally he said that ha doesant't .
know. V¢ have to remember that thc ochild did ,
not study history yet.)

B. Now,I om going to give you a few names of

famous Hungarians. MNavbe vou can tell me soma-

thing about each of them., ¥ “ho was Zt, Stephen?

"He was a kKing."

ihat about Xing Medeas?

"He too was a king.,"

“"ho was Fraencis Ralkosi?

"He was & Freesdonm FPighter."



What About Patofi?

"He wasa & poet."

Vihat about EKoassuth T

"He was the same sort of a person,liks Petofli.

He was fighting for freedom."

Istvan

"T don't know."

The child did not know anything about
either. Regarding
he saild,"He, too, took part
int he revolution of 18L48."

Regarding jeorge he sald,"He wasn
a leader of sime Sorft ol Freedom FPightera
in 1552,if I rensmber well."

fhen asked who Niklos Horthy was,he said,

"0h,this man lived gumsi quite recently,didn't

n&."

About Josef Mydasnty,he only aaid,"He was a
priest.™

He remarked on Imre MNagy,"lle was a member of
the Hungarian governmentx% qguite racently."
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1X.

wnat strikes you as being complately differant
in the Tnited Statecs from Hungary?

"First of &ll,the houses,and then the cars."
iy the housas?

"Because at home we did not have honges that
ware built of wood."

And why the cars?

"Hecause there are so many new makes. 4And be-
gides,you know,&t home no private person was
allowed to own a car."

Can you tell me what the thipgs are you like
med L about the Unlited States?

"Tes,I think 1t's wonderful that people are
8o happy here because there is nothing wrong.
There i858 no war going on,and vYou don't have
to Tight for your freedom,bscause you have
it here.”

Now, there is 2 last guestlion. What sre the
things ycu disapprova of here?

" There isn't such a thing,Miss,."




