Warm-up queatlon:
TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR FAYILY

"In the last yesrr my father mamufestured children's
toys at home. "y mother helped him and we children,
whenever we had some free time,slso helped my father."

How comea your Tfather could work on his own?

"Well,you seoe,Miss,it was like this: my fehher was
called & leafer and that wme after he guit his job
working for a foundry. He Becames very sick becauss
of the terrific hest in tha foundrles and then
coming out Iin the winter he got,I don't know what
you c¢all 1%,you lmow thoase stiff jJoints,and he
eouldn't bend his back,ete., so he guit the job,
T™e Communists labeled him a losfer. At that time
my mother had the working permit to worlk at home
with the toys,and when my lether quit the founflry,
he started to help my mother. 3So,the lficense was
transferred to his name.”

Vnere did yowr father sell the toys he made?

He sold them to the state stores ard alse to
prdvate people, Wery often he wert on feirs all
over t he country end sold the toys om his own,
This wey he mede more profit on them, Whenever
he was away,my mother still worked at home ard
we were helping.,"

Where did you live,snd to which school did you go?

"We lived at Kispest,which is the 19th distriet. I
attended the public school there,which was & state
school, T finished the Bth grade,and then I emrolled
at the school for industrlal spExaxtizix gpprentice’s
in the Fall of '56, But,during the summer in '56 1
worked with brick layers."

How come you wotked for brick layers,Why were you
aliowed o do sof
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"Wou ase,I had & very good chum whose father wes
s brick leyer,and so there wss a shortage of help
on & big building project,and my firiend pulled
some strings with his father and so we were
recommended, ardl the two of us worked for thia
sompany for the whele summer.”

Can you tell me something of how you lived? lho
did E%E AOUBOHODK, 0 0. 7

TYou know,"isa,l wonder whether you know how the
workers lived in Hungeyy at thet time. We lived
really ewfully bad. We had ome room in which we
cooked,slept,and werked, I shered a bed with swo
of my slaters,the third on slept with my parenta.
Later,an uncle of mine gave me a cot so I could
ngve s bad for myself,snd then the three little
xiXmx girls slept in the second bed,my Darenta

ir ths third one, Yy mother worked at home,so
she mlso did the hounsework,and looked after us
shildren. You,sea,this wes ons of the mein reasons
why my father joined the Communist party in the
veginning,becnuss he thousht that they promised
so many good thinge and he hoped that they would
nelp him to got a decent apartment.But,of course,
rothing ceme of the whole thing and we contimed
tc live in that one room. "y father was sven
Perty secretary in the diatrict,but evan that
d4dn't help him at all. So,sfter two yeers,hs
sot fed up with the Commniat party end never
peld his feea any rore and rever atterdsd any
perty mestingo, Pinelly,they expelled him firom
the party.”

*Tell me something about your school.

"I quite liked school,l must edmit that,although
we wera alittle bit crowded. There were 31 in the
class the lest yeer I attended school there,"

What were your faverite subjects?

"I preferred math eml physics,and also geogrsphy and
ndatory, ut,you krow,”isa,the trouble wes that it
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didn't matter how hard you atudied, If you didn't
get good marks in lusslan,then all your other marks
were graded down. So0,I really disliked the lusalan
taﬂguagﬂ,and thnrufnru,nll my merks were rather

a

Why did you dislike (ussien?

"You krow,the letters are completely different from
ours,and also,it is an extremely difficult langunga,
Banidu who the hell 1ikes the Hussiars ,anywayt"

Tell me,were sll children traanted slike by the
toncher”

"N0,the boys who belonged to the pioneor movement
ware slways trested preferentieslly,esnd ususlly got
better marks."”

wWhy didn't you belonz to the TF'lomser Movement?

"It wes 1like this: I was supposed to join end to
attend the initistion ceremonies,but I had no
clean clothes, Mother washed my slacks ard shirt
and they didn't dry in time, Sop,by the time I
got t;hnnithu cerempony hed started end I was mot
admitted.” So,1t was really quite by chance that
1 was ot a mam’uar.

Now, tellms , what did you do after school hours?

"Well,either we had to help our parents withthe
wokle at home ,or there was something which I 1iked
very much, Thnt was sooccer, I used to go out to
plng‘uith the boys whenever I could. I also liked
awimming = greast deal. Very often,during the
flussien language hour ,wo amakaﬂ off under some
pretext and pleyed soccer.,”

How did you manage to rpet sway from Russisn class?

"You see,very often we had to bring some money when
thero was a firive to ralse furds to pey for some
perty purposes, Ws got the money ell right from our
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parents in the morningz, but pretendied to have for-
gotten 1t, Then,when fussien hour ceme we sald
we muet po home to nick up the money. So,we just
left,and af'ter the lusslian hour was over and we
had our rice soccer game,we went back to achool
and produced the money thet was in our pockets
all the time."

Did you have eny religious instructions in school?

"At the time when I sfparted school amd I was in the
lat grade we still had religioua instructiona. In
my 2nd grade we were allowed it %% if we wanted 1t.
But,leter on,my parents thought & it wiser mot to
have me attend religious classea et school. Bever-
thelésa,]l etterded religious instructions at my
former teschers home. This was in great a&uran%.

It was also this= samo teacher who prepesred me for
ny first Communion,and 1t wes only in 'S5,vwhen I

was cquite £ big boy,that I made my Firtt Communion,
due toe nmot being able to sttend regular religlous
instructions, You know,we found out that the heasd
sohool meszter spled on the chlldren who mam went

to church,end one friend of mine got into trouble
for this, My parents did mot evenadmit to the
Tfemily,toc my uncle,for lnstance,that I wes egttending
religious classes,because my uncle was an out-and-out
Communist,"”

Tell me,how were the bteechsrs at school?

"The teachers were verystrict with us, If we mis-
behaved wa got & gocod spanking or a couple of
emeclks in the fece,or a good rap on our knucklesa
with the ruler.”

But,i tho t that physical puniskment was sbolished
in 8 chocl?

That's very true,Miss,but,the teachers didn't give
g damn sbout 1t. Alao,you know,khkE I think that
children must be beaten up dow and then, Imagine
how nsughty we would have been 1f we hadn't been
beaten up mow and then &t school or home, I thirik
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it's quit.u right 1f the older people are strict
with us,"

Can you tell me something sbout your teachers.., wers
_.l-hﬁ: EHTE: mmrﬂq

"Yes,I know the head master of the school wes a
member of the Communist Distric Committee,ard a
party member, Alsc,we knew that some of the teachers
belonged to the part-_r. Therefore,we naver tellked,
except at home,"

Couldn't you have demounced your tascher for
Ing you,which wes sgalnst the rules?

"1 puess we could have domne so,but 1t would have
beern in valn, anyway,since the head master was a
Communist and the party members were hand in gmX
Gcaove, nrﬂ he wouldn't have forwmrded the #a report

anyway,"

How were your schoolmatea?

"You know,thoase children who had perenta who didn't
care what thelr children were doling were reslly
awful. We had a band of hoolligens et achool end,for
inatance, they broke gll the windows at school and
rioted, arﬂ gll together,were fery undlsciplired,

I think this is really a ta:-rihla thing. Why
should children behave so bad?"

WVhat hsppened to those children in the and?

They were finally expelled from the school erd put
in rurnmatnrﬂj’yanhnﬂlu X

Tell me more ebout your subjects;what did you learn?

"Wall,we had the Hungarien languege,then we had
Hungerian history,szsfbut,after 1 8.we only learnsd
Hungaerian history at the Hungarilan 1argua|;a hour,
We lsarnad a great desl of Ausalan history ard,when
I wes in 6th Tth,and 8th grades,we had what tl'm:g
cealled pulitiual lectures, Ve 8180 had,as 1 dgid,
math and geogrepliy,eto.”
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Tell megomethinz more sbout those political lemtures,

"We did rot heve any mamials for that subject,amnd
everytime we would discuss amother toplc which was
bagsad on current events in Hungary or world politécel
happeninga. Then we were told s great deal about the
Communist doctrines,about the azims of the Soviet
Unlon,about pence,disermement,etc,”

Tell me,did you beliwys all that you wers told in
the pultﬁua laut%ruﬂ,nﬂ did you Bx& belleve in
se dootrines

"I mast admit,Miss,quite frarkly,that in the be-
ginning everyone believed them., I believed, too,
bagause they sounded swfully good to me, But,as

I 8aid before,my father couldn't get ahead even
undeyr Communism,and he wes unable to gep & decent
apartment so,somehow, thet made us think, So father
qult the Communist perty and I,myself,started to
have doubts about whether everything was as good

ad they were telling us, MMy eyes were completely
openad,however,at the time of the October reveolution!

Tall mse HE% and how your eyes were onered during
I

avolusion,

"I raad the twelve demands of the urdversity students

amd,to my mind,sveryting they asked for wase right ard

I really couldn't ses why the Communists did mot wart
grant us these demenda. After gll,we were Iungarians,

n't we? Then,I couldn't understand how anyons

could start shooting egainst s defenseless crowd as they

did during the revolution when the people were askirg

for something thet was right end due them., I elao

saw that the workers fmmm Trom Csepel csgme in big

truckks to the Rediec Bullding srd I alsothought that

these people knew perfectly well what y want,and

1t mst be right wﬁab'rhay are asking., You see, the

AVII and the Commurdsta always played dirty tricks

on ua, /% the Radlo ‘uilding I also saw how the

fVH people dressed up in white doctors uniforms

ard were hiding in smbulances and tried to areal

into the Radio Buildirg with erms arnd ammunition.”
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Weall be we will rouw turn to the evants of the
ram:tu%inn 8lnce you are mentioning the (ladio
Tallding, Tell me how the revolution started,!hat
did you do on ODctober E}'i' Do _you remember?

"Oh,ves,l remember very woell. I attended mg classes
et fpprentice'a Scliool. It was in the bth dlstrlet.
I went home sround lLp.m. You krow,I have to pass the
lgtional ™useum bulldinz on my way home,and sc I sew
there wes & terrific crowd sround the bullding end
eround the Radio building., Then,I saw that incident
I was telling you about,sbout the smbulemnce cars
end the student demonatretors seasrching the cars,
Dat,I thought better,took a street car end went
home,. When I errived home,my father,who had a tilcket
for a movie,seid he didn't want to go,because he
wants to hear Gero espesk over the radlo that right
et Bpim. So0,I wes sent to the movie instesed of him,"

VWhet happened the next day?

llext morninz we woke up very aasrly and,contrary to
thes ususl news on the radio,all we could hesr on the
rrdio was musie, This amazed us very mwuch, Them, gll
of a sudden,we heamrd the povermment's proclemation
seying that ermed bandlts ard fascits,and goodness
knowa who else,hsve attaclked pesceful citizens in
the town,and shooting 1s going on,and sll kinds of
such things, However,in our diatrict everything was
peaceful and no shooting wes goling on yet. I wae sent
to get some siparettes for my father end when I went
tc the streets I heard shooting in the distance, I
slso met the feather of a great friend of mine who
was coming home from the city ard told us about all
thet was going on there, His bucketa wers full of
ell kinds of emmuniftion ard he alsc dald the
wespons and smmunitiongd can Be got at the Solokzariut,
where thers was a factorg which sllsdsedly mami-
fectured lamps,but was really an mmME srmaments
fsctory, When I heard what this man had to =say,l
thought thet things had really got polrng row,arnd

I ¢quite lilred the 1des, I warted to be where things
warse happernéng,end so, I went and hitehad a ride

on ond of the truecks thet was pgeing to town, As
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shelling
we drove along Ulloiut, seifixbogs ard shooting started
in xpassk earmest, I must pdmit, Miss,]l was really
wiite ascared. Ve met many trucks and tarks already
flyinz the Hungerian flag,ard really,it was very
thrilling. Finelly T lamded st a big apartment
house opposite the Kilian barracks. And whom do 1
meet there--one of my very best pals! ile is now 1im
France, Ho alsoc esceped from Mungery. this friend
of mine 1s much older than I am,he 1s 22,and he was
carrying a Mauser £1fle. Hoe also had a couple of
hard-grenades hanging around his belt and he ex-
plalinad to me how to use them. 3Jo,I mnumk went along
with him and helped him pick up ammunition and
rifles which we found in the dessrted Hussian tarks,
Little by 1little 1t got quite dark and evening came,
I eould mot go home bhecsuase hhere were no street-
cara running., I decided to stay on in one of the
apartments in that house, 1 can tell you this night
wag somethinz awful,iss, I wasn't even hungery 1
was 50 Beared, imxsiEx There wes a great dea) of
shooting poing on and 1 wastold that lussian mine-
throwars Iml rumbled slongf the streets fipghting
1ilte mad, Durinz the night fire started in one of
the spartments in the houae next to us and soméhow
the amoke seepeod down to the cellar whers ws were
hiding, We escaped then thru the cellar of another
house, In the morning the fighting went on flercer
than ever, Than I took courage in both hands anrd
came out to the street, was Xi= lucky enough to
meet a man who lived nsar us end I knew him. He
asktad me if 1 wanted tom home with him. So,I thought
I would follow him,srd glong we went, We crawled
along the walls,dodping the snipera, On our way home
I saw a big police car thet carried policemen and
emergency squad,l think some were,ard they wers stopped
by ths Freedom f ighters, The cer was overturned, A1l
the pollicemen surrendered and begged the Fighters to
zlve them civilian e¢lothes, So,the people went eround
to the housos ard asked everyons to rlve some clothes
to the policemenf. The Freedom Fighters sent all the
policemen who had femilies home,and only eccepted
those who were single to fight with them, On our
home we slso met several .lussian tarks which
had loat thelr way snd aaked for directions., So,we
gant them to the Ullei St,,which wa knew hed been
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mined by the Freedom Fighters. In the end,we hitched
e ride on & motor bike,but were stopped by Iungarian
soldiers who wernted our identificetion caerds. When
arriving home,I didn't find anybody,and,very late et
nlght,my father,who had also been 1n town,came home.
When he laasrned that I had been in Budapest and had

tten home thet late,he peve me a terrifecl beating,

vertheleass, next day,early in the morning,without
sayingon word,l enegked out of the house and went
baclk town sgein.

I welked all the way,climbing ferices eround the
football grounds of the Fradi,ard arrived at the
9¢. Leszle !llospital., I asked which way I should
talke in order to met to town the quickest way. I
saw everywhere burned out tarks,even a couple of
Eunuiau?:nldiarn who were shrumk and looked like
murmies. It wes really & terrible sight, Again,l
want to the same house where I hed been the day
before. 'y friends told my that Col. Haleter mmx
hed his headquarters there., I also was told that
the nearby Corvin Theatre was used by the Fraadom
Fighters ss a munition depot, Somebody gave ms &
pistol,I think it was the kind the Hungarlan police
used, I helpad Lo carry the smminition to different
laces and to distribute it to the Freedom Fighters,
w and then I fired s couple of shots,but mostly
just in the air, I knew that my pistol would rot
be mffs effective ageinst the tarks,anyway.

When night ceme I agein welked all the way home,

And ggein my fether gave me a terrific beating. 1
aslced him why he wes 8c mad et me and he sald that
he has seen smnough young boys being killed in the
fighting end he doesn't want to lose his only son,

I hed taken the pistol back home with me."”

Tell me Now W u decided to lesve Hunmary and
Somm your femlly,asnd come oub 1 rom Imu'%ﬁﬁ?

"You see,1t was 1like thia: & couple of daya later
T was standing outsids in the street playlng with
the kids when s men approached me and asked if I
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knew--and then he sgid my name, I sald "that's me',
So he told me would I please come to the hesdquarters
of the Party in our district. So I went with him

end there he queatlioned me for quite some Eime,in
fact,he gave me quite a grilling,Also,he was in-
aisting to know whather I had any erms or ammunition,
I thought that maybe somsone had spied on me when

I wes burfinﬁ the pistol outaide in the garden and
had denounced me, admlt,very frankly,I was scared,

On November 4 I agaein met my friend with whom I had
been fighting in town, He begged me not to tell a
soul that he had taken part in the revolution. So,

1 thoupht sore thing was wrong with the whole situation
and maybe we hed batter keep quiet about everything.

So,you see,ws were all very afreid of the con-
ssquences, Then I discussed the matter with some
friends of mine. Two wers 16 {urn old,one was 18,
and the other was 19, At first I thought I would
try to get to Holland where an uncle of mine was

living.

Finally,bn November 22,we started and hitched our
way along the country via Doroghscs to the border,"

Can toll me somethins about what you disliked
lﬁ% %E spchoola &

"I thirk thet the politicel lsotures were qulte
unnecessary, After all,we were children,so why did
they want to £ill our heads with world politics end
everything that hsppens in the bif world? Also,these
politicel lectures were extra curricular, We had to
stay sfter houra to attend them, I thinlk 1t would
heve been much more useful to have let us lsesarn
foreipn languapres or historye=but,real hilstory.

As T ssid,I 1iked history and physics end math, I
elso was very fond of the hours for simging and
drewing., The only time when I was interested in
the politicel lectures was when thegidinuuasad
sports and sporte politics,sltho I didn't soo

what politics hed to do with sporta, I hated

very much that theytalked so ruch about Rusaiaf
and Russian peoplse,and they were always pralsing
them to high heaven. I can only tell
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this one thing:at schodl the children did not like
the Fussians end very few of the tegchers did.

I remember 1 was in the third grade when my father
told me hs was expelled from the Communist pn.rts
ard that ha nsver got any help from them. They did
not even give us a decent ampartment, So,I followed
my father end I ,Lslso,thought that,after all
Cammunism was not 80 good, My parsnts unmplainnd
gll the time how difficult it weas to meke both ends
maat. They hed to pay very high taxes since they
mxk® worked on their own, I hsard different things
at school from whet I heard at home,so I rather
balieved my parenta, So, thersfore 1 thought that
all that the Communists teach they don't practice.

At school we discuassed the situation only with
very close friends and kept mum in front of the
othara if we didn't know how they thought."

Also,imegine how much we had to pay for my education.
All the books and the copy books I had to for
classes cost sbout 80 forints every year,which 1is

a tarrific amount considering what my father was
mnkm. He slways told me that when he was a boy,
he to pay very little for all his books. Then
again,there wes gnother thing that struck me. The
Communlst slways 2ald that everyone could practice
his religion freely,and yet we had te go in sscrecy
to attend religious clgsses, liy 1little slatera were
beptized 1n great secrecy,snd 8o on, So,somehow
things didn't click."

Now, tell me how did your perents disaipline you,

"Well,ss a rule,I pot a good beating,but,very often,
If I had been up to some mischief,I would not be
sllowed to go and play soccer,which was by far the
greatest punishment, did not mind getting a beating,
but I did mind mot belng sble to plsy soccer,"Z

EXzm

Did you read,end,if so,what?

"T did 1ike to resd & great desl,but mostly books on
history. However,l did rot like t he books we wersa
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alwayas told to reed at achool, These were on the
elledged Russian heross.”

Can you tell me if you heard that something was
'Euu!ng before the revoiution?

"I remembsr very weikl sbout a week before the revolu-

tion my mother told me that the university =zmk astudents
ars plaming a big demonstrationd for the re-eatablishment

of the holiday on Mareh 1l. That was all I knew,"”

What iﬁguad you most when you ceme to the United
States ab W&s 50 much srent Irom home?

"Whan we were in Munich I wes so impreassed to see ths
wonderful military camps,and then,slso here at Camp
Eilmer, Americs 1s & wenderful country and much more
prosperous than I ever belioved, You know,at home we
were always told that people hers are umemployed,they
heve mothing to eat,they live in poverty. And what do
I ase? I see just the contrary. Then,agalin,we heard
how ths Americana oppress ths legroes,and what do I
ses in Manich? The commendsr of the camp is s Negro.
M so,at school I ses that legroliattend school Jjust
as we do, 1 have a susplcion that the Communist
propagands was deseribing Americef es it uas in 1700
but rnot sa 1s 1t today.

I also was very much impressed tosee that people of
amM own class,what we would c¢sll a almple man,
live so well. Everyone seems to have everything, they
have cars,lovely apartments,besttiful furniture,ste,

Ard what worderful food,"

Ea?_you. tell me what you heve in mind when you grow
up

"oh yes,I know, I wanted to be the sems at homa...
T want to become an automobile mechanix, I already
triaed to enroll for classes Iin this kind of employ-
ment in Hungary,but becsuse of my bad gradss,which
I got beceuse of my bad Russisn,I was mot admitted
to those specisl classea, After havi worked for
the swumer as & brick lsyer,l ermrolled for a brick
layer epprenticeship in Hurgery,"

There i1s one thing I wonder if you can tell me,
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vWhat do u thirk is the most tant thi for
Americans to know about © ungarian raevolution?

"0h,this is a very easy question to arswer, I thirk
the Americans ought to know that 1t was the Hun-
gaerian workers who revolted against the {ussian
dominetlon, It 18 very important that everyone should
know thet it was mot the im rightest elément that
started the revolution in Mungary,but the working
class themselves., Yo one wanted & cepltalist ayastem
but everyone wanted Hungary to be independent and
free. 1 thirk people in Hungary warted to becoms a
neutral country like Switzepland or Austria. You
krnow,this was among the points the students wanted
and I read 1t and thought it was a very good idea,"

Did people tall about what the Weatern peopls would
do in cormectlion with the revolutlon?

"0h yes,everyone spoke ebout the United latlon troopa
they were expecting, Dut,rot for an occcupation feorce,
We only wanted them to come to restore erder and to
supervise the withdrawal of the iusalan troops, Every-
orne was walting for Western help,the more so beosuse
the entire revolution was rot at all orgenized, Anrd
when I thirk of 1t,I stlll don't underatand---The
Russians are allowed to give assistance to Nasser,

g0 why is the West rot allowed to give assiastance to
the Hungarians?"

Did you sver listen to the foreign radios?

Yes,during the revolution everyone listersd to ladio
Fres Lurope end the people put their radios on their
window sills,turnéd on full blaat, Before the rev-
olution at home we often listened to the Radio Free
Europe end the Voloce of Americe,but very seldom to
B.B.C, As far &8 I remember,we could hear ladio Free
Europe more clearly than the Volce of Agerica,"

Try ard think hard before you answer this queation
@—Em_—ﬁﬁi* 2 oy iae the younk pecnle that rebeliea
8Egeinst Russian domination? *f’éur EII ou_Nave lkrown
m"EEEE'gE" “8lse. '

"Don't forpet,!isa,Communism hasn't been in Hungery
for such a long time as 1t hes been,for instance,in
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Russia, Our people,our elders,always told us that
in old times thinge were quite different. Also,our
perents told us things thet wers different from
what we were being taught at school, I think this
is why we children were not completely taken in
by Communism,and thought that there is something
worthwhile to fight for., Also,zk I think that the
younger pecple like to fodlow now ldees and ve
alwu{tumuant to better our lot, This may have been
Wiy young people wers so enthusiastic sbout
the revolution,”

Ie there e hi u thirk 18 mot right here in
Americe or aumuEEIm you do mot 1ikev

"There 1s one thing which gives ma a Jot to think
gbout. That is,I do mot see how the American parents
and school teechers exercise thelr suthority. From
what I have seen in achool,the American children

are not disciplined at ell,and no one does anything
about dissipline. I have elready told you that I

think 1t is very importent that children be disciplined
and teught to obey and respect their elders. After
all,that 1as what the parents ard tegchers are for..,

to bring us up ard lead us in the right way."

~= THE END ==




