II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

1 think that the most important thing that the
Americans should know about the Hungarian revolu-
tion is that they should not be afraid of the
Russians, They are far away and do not know them.
They should reslize that not the weaspons but the
men using them sre lmportant. Ninety-seven I=
cent of the world, including the Russians them-
salves, are sgalnst Communism,

I am convinced that should war have broken out
at the time of the Hungarian revolution, the
Soviet Union would bave collapsed immediaiely.

At home the entire Communist system collapsed
in 8 matter of minutes, not hours.
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I111. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

A.8B. At the time of the outbreak of the revolu-
tion I was working in Komlo &s & garage foreman
in tharge of 130 busses and 70 trucks, However,l
lived in Szaszvar some distance awsy.

On October 22 I had no premonition of anything
unusual. I went to work and came home as usual,

On Octeber 23 I was working on @ night shift, At
Bop.m. I wae in Szaszvar walting for the bus to
take me to work. Gero had just begun his speech
but I was not able to listen to 1t because thke
bus was starting. I arrived in Xomlo at 9:15p.m.

Busses cama from all directions bringing workers
to work., Everyone was bittex., Some had heazxd
kwak the Gero speech and told us that it was
worse then if Rakosi had spoken. The atmosphere
was very tense,but we had no radic and did not
know anything that was going on in Budppest.
Some workers brought rumers,but we did not be-
lieve them.

On Octobexr 24 I went home In the moxrning and
heaxd what had haﬁpﬁﬂﬂd in Budapest. I still
did not imegine that a revolution had erupted.

I axrived at home at 8:30 a.m. and could not
sleep. I went out to the sguare. Truck loads
of yvoung people came and in ten minutes they
disarmed the village police end burned the
Communist flags., They went on towaxd the
Kossuth mina.

These young people were from Bonyhad, a town
not far £x» sway. They were from 14 to 20 years
old, They were mostly students,apprentices and
voung workers. [ did nol see any peasants among
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them, aithough there may have been one or two.

When I saw this scene I realized how wesk the
Communist regime was. Three young boys of 15 or
16 disarmed the entire police force, which con-
sisted of 12 armed men,

(It must be noted that the first elections in
Hungary brought the highest returns in this very
district.)

Hﬁ emotions were mixed. I was very happy to see
the collapse of Communism, but I was very gravely
concerned with the final outcome of the revolution.
I knew very well that we could not lick the
Russians by ourselves,

In Szaszver everything was comparatively quiet.
We waited to see what would happen.

On October 25 a demonstration took place in
Szaszvar., There was no fighting at all until
Movember 4.in our town, but of course there was
no resistance at 211 from the Communists,

In those days no one went to work. We were always
waiting for news of what was happening in Buda-
pest and in our county,

Our reglon has a large populetion of miners who

were very stronaly in favor of the revelution, and
stuck to it to the very last, even ¥ when the revolu-
tion was subdued.

The Communists were thrown out from public offices,
from factories, etc. Some of us went to Pecs and
took pdams part in the demonstmations there.

On Octobexr 26 or 27 three truckloads of young
people, boys and girls, fully ermed drove through
our town In the direction of the Komlo msr mine
whizi which was still held the AVH, Someone
warned the AVH of their coming and they were
intercepted at a strategic spot along the way.
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I did not participate in this mission.

Thet night the Communist regime was overthrown
in Komlo, but how I do not know exactly because
I was then in Szaszvar.

On October 27 busses came to collect the em-
ployees and we were told to go to our places of
work, and hold workers! counclls elections.

About 500 workers,approximately 90 per cent of
the employees, appeared. We elected the council
by secret ballot. The counclil consisted of w 26
members, bui there was not one Party member among
them. The 26 members in turn eded elected me
thiex thelr chairman,

An executive committee was also elected from
among the council members,

We took over the management of the enterprises,
end for the rest of my stay in Hungary this
occupied all my time, We delivered coal to power
plants, transporied workers to mines, performed
maintainance work, etc. We were asked %m by the
Russlansks to give them coal, so they could
depart. I wanted to give the coal, but the

rest of the Workers' Council ovezr-ruled me.

We also had a long debate on providing trans-
portation facilities for malntalnance work, I
tried 1o explain to the council that maintsin-
Bnce work was necessary and the mines would bs
ruined if they were not maintalned, However,

they were stubborn and &z insisted that as

long as the Russians were in Hungary, the mines
should go to ruin for they were unwilling to
provide transportation.

leter, experts came from the mines and persuaded
the members of the local workers' council to
provide tzansportation for the miners required
for maintainance work.

PR as——
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C. When the Russian wlthdrawal from Budapest
occurred I was of the opinion that this was only
a slight hesitation on the part of the Russien
army leadershaép, I and my friends with whom 1
talked at the time were certain that Moscow
would mamgkxx crush the revolutilon if there is
no action or k2 ek help from the Vest.

We older people all saw the situation in this
light. Younges pau?%a were more eénthusiastic and
less experienced, They thought that we were too
cautious and pessimistic,

I first heard of Russians returning on November

3 around midnight. I then heaxd a radio announce-
ment by Imre Nagy. Previously I had listened to
Moscow broadcast the ¢lasim that friendly relations
must be maintszined with satellite countries at

all costs, We knew that the "friendly relations

at all costs" meant that they would return.

My pessimism was based also on the reports of
bPresident Eisenhowex's press conference where
he made 1t clear that no active help from the
United States womxd was forthcoming.

Then I had the fealing that every drop of blood
being shed against the Russlians was wastead,.

Before November 4 we already noticed Russisn tank
movements In our district. We saw more tanks on
November 4 and 3. There was fighting in the
Mecsek Mountains, xmw two killometers fxom
Szaszvar, but none in the town ltself.

When the Russian attack started on November 4 I
knew that we were lost unless we got help. I was
pessimistic of Westexrn help, especlally on the
basis of radio reports. Our trouble was that we
did not have zsmuch oil as the ¥aw Near East.

On November 4 I felt no fear. I felt that I must
go and § flght with my sons., I did not have much
hope ,but I was emblttered and did not think of
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the possible outcome.

After November 4 the Communists began to stream
back to tke plants and entexrprises. Various
notices and demands appeared. We were ordered
to provide transportation to bring the miners
from work., Ve did not refuse such orders openly,
but sabotaged them as much as we could.

On November 10 I was summoned to the Town council,
The town council was guarded by Russian tanks and
Russian soldiers with tommy-guns stood at the
entrance of the Council chairman.

The Council chairmen demanded to know why vehicles
were not running to bring minexrs to work. I told
him that we had no parts and msterials to repair
our vehicles which were run down. He Xx already
had in his possession papers and reports of the
numerous trips which we made to Budapest and other
points duxring the revolution, taking food to the
Freedom Fighters and ca:rying ammunition, The
Council chairman told me, "If you could transport
the counter-revolutionaries, you can also trans-
port the workers now. On Monday you must either
place your trucks and busses in ¢peration or tell
me who is sabotaging in your enterprises."

Previousily my son had already been forced to
flee from the country becsuse the secret police
were looking for him at his place of work.
During the revolution he had destiroyed Russian
phonograph records, the Russian flag, the
Comminist flag and statues and pictures, etc.,
and had held inflamatozy speeches against

the Communists,

Not wishing to be arrested and unwilling to
act as an Informer on others, I fled from home.

I drove one of our busses as far as Kapuvar and
from there on I went by foot to the bozrder.
On the way I was chacked at one point, but our
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vehicles were squiped with papers signed by the
Russian militsry commander allowing us to operate
in order to transport workers to the mines.

B, Although the revolution was lost, Hungary has
won the admiratlon of the entire world. Hungary
will be rewarded for her participation in the
wkxmw struggle against Communism once it is over-
ihxwen thrown and order restored in the world.
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING
THE REVOLUTION

A. When the Hungarian revolution broke out 1 ex-
pected that the West would declare war on Russia,
1 thought that the West would recognize the pro=
per psz:hnlngital moment for declaring war, This
would have led to the immediate collapse of
Communism,

I also hoped for arms to be ypapsz pap parachuted
from Western planes.

I 2lso hoped that the Hungarian army would partici-
gate in a greater degree in the fight against the
ussians and Communists, They bacame demoralized
and went home,

E. I based my hopes en the simple fact that fire
and water do not mix, I all along thought that

war was inevitable and was only a guestion of

}ime. Well, I thought that the time had come at
ast.

I also based my hopes on radio broadcasts which
were xa@gxekixkiy promising all along. Regrettably,
st that £ime I did not know that,unlike Europe,
the American broadcasts are not the officiasl or-
gans of the government.

C., During the zrevolution and until my depart from
Hungary to Ausiria I met with no foreigners in
Hungaxy.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRICTURE AND ATTITUWDES

A. My father died in 1947, He was a blacksmith,
with a shop of his own, He was fairly well-to-do.

The education of my parents did not exceed six
grades.

B, Basically the social classes in Hungary were
the same as before.Communism. Intelligentsia
associated with intelligentsis,workers with
workers, peasants with peasabts. The Communists
tried to create s classless society, but they
did not succeed,.

The social classes in Hungary waere the intelli-
gentsia, the workers, and the peasantry.

I had contact with all the classes.

In my opinion, &ll classes hate Communism in-
tensely. In the country only about a guarter

per cent is Communist. The peasantry is Communist
even to a lesser degree, Among the workers there
are about three per cent Communists.

This referrs to the state of affairs in 1956 in
our district, I have already msntioned that in
this district the Communists won a comparatively
lsrge suppoxt in the 1945 elelctions,

I saw Communist workers come home from France in
1946 and who were given high posts and in a few

years they became completely disillusioned with
Communism,

The Communists can do nothing with the peasants.
Although the Eeasants g did not take an active
part in the fighting (they were plowing wki when
the fighting was going unY they are just as
opposed to Communism as the industrial workers
or the Intelligentsia.
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. In my opinion, today in Hungary less than four perx-

cent of the populdion would vote for Communism.

Under the Communist regime I was considered & class |
enemy because I had some propezty of my own.

i (There was considerable hesitation on respondent's
Eart when I asked him to determine what class he
) elonged to.)

I think that I belong to the middle class as &
craftsman.

I think that under Communism the former leaders of
the intelligentsia,the former capitalists, and the
former __ officers were the hardest hit/

They were imprisoned or interned. Their pooperty
was conflscated and they were unable to get em-
ployment.

But everyone who opposed the Communists was

treated the same way regardless what class |

he belonged to. |
|

I think that all classes got along well with each
other. The only exception were the Communists. Neo
Ti:tgr what class they belonged to, they were dis-
ed, {

C. From the point of getting ahead In Communist
Hungary, class prigin was the most important.
Second was political views, not necessarily
sincere views but ones professed by the person
concerned,

Talent and experience were not important st all.

An intelligent man, even if a Party mm member did
not participate in propaganda because he knew that
the whole party was a fraud. As a result, the
Communist machine was comprised of narrow-minded,

# stupid people. This also helps to explain its
rapld collapse during the revolution,
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After Stalin's death there wae some change with
respect to the appreclation and the role of
talent. The Party wanted to acguire people with
talent and was willing to forgive political
differences and sometimes to overlook class
origin,

As an individual an unscrupulous person with no
conscience, willing to lie and sell his own
mother for his personal advantages was the type
most likely to get ahead in Communist Hungary.

D. Chief party officials, AVH members, top army
officers were a separate class or grnug ich
:ecaizad much more from society than they de-
served.
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNMDER COMMUNISM

ouxr
A. Communism had no effect at all on/family life.
We lived very closely together in accozd.

I think this applies to most families in Hungaxy.

From the types of families Knu mention my family
comes closest to the type which experienced neg
chanNge during the Communist regime. I think that
other families came closer together than before
Communism,

I must say that parents were afraid of their
children,but only when they were very young,They
were afraid that the children would accidentally
give them away,

There was no change in the education of the
children within the family during Communism, Every-
thing went on the same as before. This was true o
most families. Even the counter-effects of school
could not undermind parental influence at home.

B. It is very difficult to say what changes occurred
in morals and vourtships and marriages,

In the country {there was uumpa:ativEII little change,
1 do not koow what the situation wad in the cities,

The Communists were opposed to chureh marriages,but
in our district the young people went to some dis-
tant priest and got married se¢retly. That was the
second ceremony;the civil ceremony is compulsory
and was compulsory even before Communksm,

Communists permitted divorces, but divorces were
very expensive, Many marriages went on the rocks,
and sometimes the couples did not trouble to get
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divorced officially because of the expenses. The
influence of parents on courtships.,marxriages,etc.
was the same as before., It always depended on the
family. In most families the children consulted
their parents on such questions.

Officially brothels were closed and prostitution
was bamnned during Communism,but prostitution
thrived in secret.

Communists did not tolerate lax seXual morality
from their members, If warnings were of no mxikuix
avail, the members leading scandalous lives were
expis expelled from the Party,

C., Cases of friendships beeaking uE be¢ause one
friend joined the Party and the other did not weze
frequent. In such cases the friendship had to end,
Fear of some slip of the tongue was the motive,
The Communist was probably more afraid than the
non-Communist friend to continue the friendship.
1f the non-Communist friend got into any trouble
this would have bad am unfavorable consequences
for the Communist perty member,

In cases of this kind I think both Briends would

be equally eager to terminate the friendship.If

a non-Communist friendZ should continue his friend-
ship with a Communist member, hls other friends
would boycott him and suspect him of being an
informer or Communist. The Communist slso had

to be careful of his associations with non-Party

B members, B

I think it is impossible to continue a friendship
Endex the agreement not to memtiswnxpme mix politics
nto it.

D. By juvenile delinguency I mean common crimes
commitied by juveniles, I don't think there was

more of this sl under Communism than before. I

think reports on juverile delinquency are exaggerated.
There was no one to xob or steal from and everyone
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was under constant police observation,

I heard the term '"hooligan' before but I do not
know what it is.

Jampets is the name applied to young people im-
personating Western fashions and manners. The
Communists were helpless against the Jampecs.The
more they opposed ig the more it thrived. The
jampecs wars vsually betwearxkhexsgasxafxis
began at about 14 or 15 and probably continued
to his death. Once s Jampee, always a jampee,
even if he was past 35, His conduct and fashian
were ihe marks of a jampec all along.

1 do not think that the conduct of a jampec was
criminal, It wae a form of oppoeition to Communism,
This was the reason why the gﬁmmunlsts tried to
wipe it out.

I think that the reports published im Communist

p:pars on the conduct of the jempets were exsgger-
ated,
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VII. RELIGION

A. Communists wanted to curb religion in Hungaxy.
The more they oppressed religion, the greater was
the resistance.,of the population. In 1953-"54
people who never went to church before went just
to spite Communism.

Communists soon realized their mistake and revised
their policy on xeligion.

I think that the Roman Catholic churxch was prose-
cuted the most by the Communists in Hungary. This
church gave the greatest resistance,beginning with
Mindszenty down to the last parishlonex.

I am certasin the church and religion are bulwarks
against Communism. Religion and Communlsm are in-
compatible.

B. 1 think that I am somewhsat less religious than
mz mather is. My mother is sometimes over-religious.
She goes to church everyday; I just go onee a weak,
I have a feeling of 1nsuff1¢ianny if I mlss mass

oh Sunday.

I think that the average perscn in Hungary is just
as religious as I am,

C. I think that the churches should play the same
role In educatlon as they did before the war.

I think the church should be given the responsibility
¥of setting moral codes and standaxds in such things
gs movies,plays, books,etc,

I think that in Hungary the church should play an
active role in politics,but not under the Communist
regime,

Ny
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D, In my opinion, the Jewish xmigk religion was
also hurt by Communism in Hungaxzy. Thexe were no
Jews in our village,but in nearbhy villages the
rabbls were molested by the AVH and the Jewish
synogogues were also controlled by the state,

At the beginning the Jews naturally welcomed the
Communists and the Ruseians, They had just escaped
from Hitler and regarded the Communists as their
saviors,

Most Jews were rich people and the Communist regime
affected them materislly. There are éxceptions:
Jews who joined the Communist party. But this could
be daid of non-Jews also,

I don't think the ratio of Jews in the Communist
party was greater than that of the proportion of
other denominations or races.

The two Jews who worked in our enterprise weras very
enthusiastic in the revolution and sided with the
uprisers,with the Freedom Fighters. They did not
take an active part in the fighting.

In the nearby towns and villages,where there wers
more Jews, many openly sided with the revolution.
$41 ﬁ few were cowards--or perhaps wise-- and stayed
at home,

I do not think 1t is true that the Jews fear an
independent Hungary. Why should they be afraid?
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ViIIi. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. Under Hungarian youth I mesn young people from
13 or 14 to 24 or 25 vears of age.

B. I think that the Hungarian youth was the initistorf
and driving force behind the revolution,

The youth became fed up with_ the spiritusl slavery
they had to live with under Communism,

The older generation had already taken part in at
lasst one world war. Therefore, they knew that the
ox¥n balance of power was so unfavorable that over-
throwing the Communist regime without aid from the
outside was entirely out of the gquestion.

The Hungarian youth did not fully reallize this and
therefore was bolder,

During the revolution the opinion of the older
genexatlon about the youth wes very favozable, The
youth thought that the older generation was & bit
cowardly and ovez~cautious. At least, this waes my
impression from my two boys. After tﬂl revolution
they reallzed that it would have been better to
have been less darling.

C. Of my three children, all three completed the
eight grades of public school,but only my second
son (now 25) was graduated from gymnasium.

Discounting politics, I think that children in
Hungarian secondaxry schools are taught much mozre
than before.

Students were given ample opportunity to attend
school and recelved {inancial benefits from the
government, Still,these very students weze the
first to turn agalnst the regime,
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There were restrictions in vocstional choice. This
was detexmined by the man-powexr needs of the gmmxn
government. I do not know details about this--this
is only my genexal impression, of course. Proletar
children were-given first preference. Their class
origin wss more important than thelr advancement
in studies.

Teathars were bored and irked by Communist doctrines.
I have relatives and friends who taught school in
Hungarz. They sabotaged Communist educational policies
as much as they could.

Teachexs probably knew more and were better trained
than the village teachers of my childhood,who were
interested only in wine, farming and hunting.

D. The Hungarian youth did not syppathize with
Communism at all. Those handfull of young students
who sold themselves to Communism were openly des-
splsed by thelr classmates. Young people dared to
show thelr scorn more openly than the older ones.

The Hungaxian youth rejected Communist indoctrin-
gtion becasuse of 5 mental and spiritusl slavery
which it involved. Children were full aware of this.

I do not know of any children who sided with the
Communists initially, Perhaps In the first years of
Communism the youth hated it less than in 1956,but
the youth never liked 1t.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. In Communist Hungary I was living in an stmosphere
of constant uncextagnty. I resented the spiritusl and
mental slavery in which we had to live, The terror
was also constant. I was also dissatisfled with the
dxtfex difficulties of sending my sons to school,

B, Other people also complained because of the lack
of freedom. There were tge numerous complaints of
low wages,low standard of Zwk living, housing diffi-
culties,etc.



X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. I wag able to safe a few things from my former
fortune. Also, my wife farmed my mother's two yoke
vineyard and my older son also worked. Thus we
were able to get along comparatively well,much
better than others in Hungarxy.

Our food was good,but I am an ercaftiunal case.
Very few Yeuple could live as we lived, My mother's
farm supplied our household with almost everything.

We had enough decent clothes saved from before the
Communist regime. We had a large supply on hand
when the Communist regime began and were able to
hide it., Also, we had funds set aside with which

to buy clothes. What we earned had to be spent only
on faod.

Welived in mother's house, It had five rooms.
Seven of us,including my mother and meyiiwedxihexux
an unma aunt, llved there. It was very comfortable
and well furnished from before 1945,

In the last years of Communism s motorcycle was
an unobtsinable luxury. It requlred sbout a year's
income to buy.

Our greatest difficulty was food. All that we eaxned
was not enough for food.

Welived at least 800 per cent better before 1945
than under Communism,

Our standard of living under Communism was the same
all along, There were no changes.

fm Among my acquaintances in Hungary there was no
one who lived better than the rest of us.

Uﬁ to about 1954 Russis took practically everything
that Hungary produced or manufactured, This accounts
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for the low standard ofliving in Hungary under
the Communist regime. Hungaxry's agriculture
collapsed entirely under the collectivization
system,and this did not improve living conditions

in Hungary,

B. My average monthly income in the last year be-
fore the revolution was 1450 forints a month. O,t
of this I paid 10 forints a month trade union fees,
and had to subscribe for compulsory government
loans. This lecan had to be paid in 10 monthly in-
staliments and it aversged one month's pay,

I did not have any additional sources of income or

However, I did halﬁ to cultivate the vineyard which
belonged to my mother, My wife also worked in the

vineygard and in the houselrold. My son was employed
and he gave us his entire salary.

I did not recelve any wage increase during the
last five vears,

C. What little food we purchased we bought only
in government stores, Nothing on the free market.

Wie boubht very little clothing. What few clothes
we bought were ready-made and purchased in govern-
ment department stores.

There were difficulties in retail distribution,
However, industrizl and especially mining regions
were given flrst preference in supplies.

It sometimes happened that some commodity was un-
obtainable in a near store,althoggh it was ob-
tainable elsewhere, This was caused by the lack
of organization in distribution.

In connection with spare parts,sither they were
the kind which wexe available and in abundance or
of the kind which wem were not obtalnable at all.

Undexr the Communist regime there was constsnt
shortages in rice, chocolstes, cocoa, fish,citric
fruits,etc. Ik If it was avallable it was very
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expensive,

In Communist Hungary there was black marketing,
mostly in grain. I do not know how the black
marhet was organized. It wss conducted mostly
among friends and acquaintamces.

1 heard of cases of storskeepers who were reluc-

tant to sell scarce commodities at the regularx
Ericn,hut I did not experience anything of this
ind myself.

Blatk marketing was dangerous, It could involve

a punishment fxom six months to five years de-
pending on the social class and meEmspki=Rx Occu-
pation of the person apprehanded,

D. In the last two yezrs before the revolution I

was employed as a garage faxamma foreman. I worked

eight hours a day,six days a week, I slept an

average of eight hours a night,..that is, a day,

bhecause sometimes I worked on a night shift. It

Eunk me two hours to commute to and from work =z
ay.

Uhdirhthe circumstances,; I waEs was satisfied with
my JoD.

1 grew up around cars and knew how to operate and
service them. Therefore, I went to work for a motox
vehicle enterprise when my property was taken away
from me after 1945,

I got along well with my superiors. I had little
to do with them, The superiors,especlally the
Communists, did not have much authority or respect.
Some of them understood their work well,others did
not.

I think that my fellow-workers understood their
work well, I got along well with them,

The socialized medical service was good in Hungary,
but if a workexr was ill for a long period of time
he was classed as an invalid and pansioned. Pensions
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were extremely low,

Otherwise, doctore of the socialized medical sexrvice
were over-burdened with paper work. Medicine was
sometimes unobtainable.

The trade union vacatlion program was not bad, but
I participated in it only once during the entire
ten to 12 yeasrs of Communism,

E. In Communist Hungary I would like to live only
in the country. I t that the industrial workers
of the citles lived better than the agricultursl
workers of the :nuntrI. I think ®hat the standard
of living was higher in the country bhan in the
cit¥ because in the country most workers had =
part-time jobs in farming,

Politically it was easier in the cities., The class
war was less fierce there,

In our dietrict farm collectivization began only
inl952, My impression and experiences with the
farm collectlvization programs were vur! bad, 1
feared that it would sffect us because it would
eventually mean the loss of my mother'!s vineyard.

In our district both the small and large peasants
opposed farm ¢ollectivization to the dame degree,

In my opinion private farming is 1000 times better
than collective farming.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. I have alweys been interested in politics,not
only Hungarian local politics but world politics

as well. I was a member of the Social Democratic
party in 1945. I joined the party at the time

the Labor party came to powexr in Britain. I thought
if the Social Democratic perty is good for the
British, it is good for me as well. I quit the
party before its merger with the Communiste in
1948,

In general I hete Communism and every other kind
of Tism' that exists.

My opinion of the pre-1948 Communlst party is the
worst possibls, The Communists wanted to hang mg
father in 191881919, I remembex the house searxching
and they arxested my father.

During World War II1 my opinion of Communisin was
the worst possible, I was fighting on the front
against Commun&sm.

My opinion and attitude towsrd the Communist
party has not changed since 1948,

B. I think that the majority of the Communist
party's members are persons who joined in ordex
to keep their jobs or to obtzin employment,

A smaller part of the party Jjoined without con-
viction in order to gain personal advantages.

In my opinion there are not more than 100 con-
vinted Communists in all of Hungazy.

T had contact with all kinds of Party members.,

A basic change in the Communist Party's policy
occurred only after Stalin's death, Khrushchev
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I think is very dangerous, If he is allowed to re-
main in power for ten years, Communism will become
more formidable than it is now. He is a vexry clever
and cratty pexson.

Changes in the Communist party policy in Hungary
were mere feflections of changes in Moscow.

We were aware of frictions within the Communist
party. Personnel changes in Moscow caused per=-
sonnel changes also in the satellite =muRkixes
countries,including Hungazry.

Paxrty morale is the extent of support and conviction
of the Party's membership.

From 1945 to '48 about 50 per cent of the Party's
mambEIEhlﬁ really believed in the Party's program,
By 1956 this percentage diminished to about two
per cent, The rest would have liked to leave the
Party, but could not, These figures are arbitrary.
They sre estimates of Party membership in our own
industrial disirict.

Maszsw The top leaders of the Hungarian Communist
party are Moscow's loyal servants with no pezsonal
epinlons or views of their own, If they had any
individual ideas they had to keep them strictly

to themselves.

Collectively I think that the leaders of the Hun-
garian Communist party could have no other aim
than complete obedience and subservience te Moscow.

Individually the top Communists may have had ldeas
of adapting sociallsm to Hungarian conditions,but
it was not possible to achieve this. If they tried
to do anything of this kind, they were ousted.

I do not know any Hungariasn Communist lesders per-
sonally. Therefore I cannot say if they have con-
victions ox not. My opinion is that many of them
became disillusioned with Communism,
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The only Communist lesder I saw personzlly from
nearby was bhe former Minister of Defense Kax
Farkas. His sister took part In the nationali-
zation of the motion picture houses in our county.
They hired one of our cars and I was their
chauffeur, This was in 1948 at the time of Tito's
break with the Cominform, When the news of Tito's
'treachery' reached us, Farkas' sister became
fanink?'and insik insisted that I drive her
mmediately to Budapest. On our arrival in Buda~
pest I had to go up to her zpartment and get
my money. While I was there Mihaly Farkas
arrived, He saw a dedicated picture of Tito on
a table and he went to it and booke it,cursing
Tito as a traitor, My impression was that they
were ready to flee from Hungary at a moment's
notice,

I think that every person has a personality and
this appllies also to the top Communists., Hewever,
their personalities must be subordinated to Party
interests completely,

Once Hungary becomes independent I think that

the people will lynch the top Communists if they
get their hands on them. However, the revolution
proved that the people have a keen sense of
Justice, Communists who were sadists and malicious
were not molested during the revolution,

C. There has been constant opposition to Communism

in Hungary during the entire regime. Many unfortunate
people were arrested because they were grukbling

when intoxicated,or even threatened a party secretary,
or hanged effigles of Rakosi and others,

Industrisl workers sabotaged in every possible
way.

Moral reslstance was great. Seminars and speeches
were boycotted or ridiculed,

The peasantry completely disregarded all kinds of
Communist movements.
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I think that the acts of ppposition were effective.
It showed thzt no one wanted Communism at all., It
sexved to strengthen individual opposition,

Vhen Communist pressure was the greatest resistance
to Communism also increased. When it relaxed the
reslstance also relaxed.

I do not know much about the oppecsition of the
intellectuals. I only know what I read in the
@ Szabad Nep. 1 did not know any intellectuals
personally.

But I think the same is true of the intellectuals
as what I experienced with other Communists. Once
you come to know them closar Enu are surprised to
see@ that they axe not really Communistic as you
first thought they were,

(Note: Respondent did not bring up the Petofi Circle.)
I heard about the Petofi Circle over the radio and

in the press. I was astonished that such things were
possible under Communism,

I did not have any knowledge of intellectusl ferment
before the Petofl meetings. I don't think the ine
tellectuals had anything new teo say. Thelr importance
is that they dared to speak and express their opinions
of others. Another importante of their resistance is
that about 90 per cent of them Ex wers Communists.

1 think that the intellectuals prepsred the way for
the revolution.

1 have high regard for intellectuals and consider
them practicel.and valusble, They turned agsinst
the regime because they became disillusioned with
the lies and deceit of Communism,
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X11. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A, The membere of the AVH had to be 100 per cent
proletars and there could ba no class enemies
even among their distant relatives. They were the
kind of people who did not llke ® to work. They
were not industrious or positive persons.

When I was workling as a taxl chauffeur in 1951

my car was assigned for d to the AVH for thrse

days. Thls was before some JCommunist hnlidag.

Ttuhahly May lst. I had to transport an AVH lst
ieutenant to four or five villages which were

assigned to him. I zlso had to park long hours

in front of the AVH bullding. Then I was sur=-

prised to see that s,52%zs girls and old

women had pasces permitting them to enter and

leave the AVH.

I also experlenced that every statement made in
public went back to the AVH The AVH officer I
mentioned contacted his inférmers in the villages,
I was never allowed to see ang of them, but on
one occassion I saw through the rear mirror of
the car that he met a peassant who was walting for
him on & dark cornex.

My impression ¢f this AVH officer was that he was
intelligent,educated and clever., He wore civilian
clothes and one wauld never have suspected that
he was an AVH officer.

When my assigrment with the AVH was over I was
warned to keep my mouth shut,

I myself was not arxested by the AVH, only inter-
rogated on two or three occasions,but maxy not
molested, My brother-in-law was arrested and
sentensed to three years imprisonment. The charges
againmst him were black marketing,but this was not
true. He was in the way of the local Party secre=-
tary and these charges were trumped up zt once,
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I have never heard of any AVH officers feeling
remorse or wanting toleave the service.

Once Hungary is liberated I think that the AVH
officers will get no mercy. I think that the
industrial wozkers will get to them. It is in-
teresting to lknow that the Communists are having
the most trouble with the very class they want
to rely on the most. Proletars have not to
lose and therefore nothing to fear.

The bourgeoisie is timid., It fears for its family
and possessions, Thls is a great disadvantage in
the struggle against Communism.

I think that the Blue piiz police force cannot

be compared with the AVH at sll. Initiszlly the

police force consisted of members of sll three

parties,that is, Communist,Soclal Democrat, and
Small Holdexs' ., Some of the Small Holders' and
former Social Bemocrats are still in office.

I think that even the Communists in the police
force have become disillusioned with it.

There may have been some corruption within the
police force,but not on a large scale,

During the revolution the Blue police behaved
Eaﬁsively. They let themselves disarmed by a

andfull of prupls teen-agers. They were not too
enthusiastic about the revolution becusase they
fearsd its oucome. However, whenever they were
allowed to Join they did so gladly.

B. I do net think that the courts of the Hoxthy
regime were courts of class justice, These are
only Communis< accusations,

The People's Courts were initlally introduced by
Jews. Later they were controlled entirely by the

glnm:tq'cnmmunistﬁ party. Thls really was clsss
ustice,
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A difference should be made between hE the fascists
and the members of the asrmed forces fighting in kim
the Russlan fzont. The fascists were guilty of warx
crimes; the soldiers on the front were net. Thexe
were a few exceptions,but atrocitlies can occur in
the armlies of any country.

It is impossible to determine whether all fzscists
got just sentences or not.

C. During the revolution the army was entirely pro-
revolutionary. Within in an hour all unrellable
officers were dismissed and taken lnto custody,

Regrettably there was no unity of command in the
army.

I know only how the soldiers behave in our region,
I alsp saw them on the highway stxeaming home after
November 4,

I don't think there was any difference in the conduct
of the army whilch can be attributed to geographical
location, class origin, or zank.

That some vwnits went over and Joined the Freedom
Fighters as a whole while others did not can be
attributed entirely to the person of the commancder.
1f the old Communist commander was able to keep
control of hls unit by some irick or other,tihe
unit did not joim the revolution znd did not dis~
integrate.

suraxised
I was not/supzised at all by the conduct of the
army during the revolution, I knew that the soldlers
were also Hungarlians. My son served In the army. I
met his frlends, I was surprised that the Communist
did not see the poor morale of the armv.

My son and his friends laughingly sald that in
case of war evexryone wants to be in the frent lines
to be first to surrendee,
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(Respondent did not serve in the Hungerian Comminist
army, Therefore tha rest of thies sub=szction iz not
epplicable, )

D. I don't think that the unpopularity of “he
Russians in Hungary 1is due to theilr partlcipation
in the 1548 revolution, Communiem is the major
issue. Communists,either Hungsrizn or luss’an,
are equally detested, And which country llkes

to be under militaxry occupation?

In 1945 thev raped snd robbed. Mo ene gzn “crget
it, Later the Russisns were given strict onders
to obey snd behave, They were bened from Jrater-
nizing with Hungarlane, The wrory they did coul<
not be undone.

It is interesting that during the revelution the
Russians wexre kept well in hand, They did not
committ atrocltles. My impression is that even
the Russians who re-invaded Hung:zry after liovember
4 were more on our slde than we reslized.

For example, after MNovember 4 word leaked out that
tha Russians will comb the Mecsex Mountains for
Froedom Fighters, The Freedom Fichteres disappeared
and returned only after the raicd was over, Such
leaks would not. have been possible if there wers
no sympathizers among the Russians,

I had no contact with Russiens im Hungary nther
than fighting.

E. There are numerous cases in wnich Communists
disregarded government regulations in ordex to
help people. Foxr example, sometimes tha local
Communist Council chairmsn would wezn a kulok
that the AVH wan coming to search his bouso
that £ night. Party secretarles helped kuloks
to hide thelr grain and livestocic,

Such ald was rendered entizely unselfishly. It
was motivatec by a willingness te help., TKF )
Communists saw that Communiem wes wrona, Before

a crowd the Comrmunists hed to tzllk ciffexently,
but they yieldued their true sentiments in privata.
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F. Fersons without proser cless bHackoroundy wexe
unable to resozt to influential frisnds ant per.
sus tion. Othezwise such things, imk including
bribes, were scerca,

G. I think that the ton offlicers of the AVE wert
intelligent, 2fficient, well orgsnized but must
heve beesn very ex>nsive,

1 conslider the entire Aungarisn srmy obaolets &nd
supexrfluous. Only the officers retalined frem the
EIE—Cummunist army knoew eanything sbout thelxr pro-
ession,

I have not & good opinion sbout the Saviet sxmy
leadershlip. 1 thinkk that the Soviet szmy exisie
tocay only beczuse America heslped 1t during
Worlc War 11,

I de not know who directed publi: administrsticn
but these persons Xknew thelr business wnll.
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTIRE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Hungary's future depends entirely on when the
United States decides %o fight the Soviet Unlon.
The outcome of this conflict camnot be coubtad,
It will lead to Hungarv's llbaeration.

Kadar will not zemain in power long. At the first
chance Hungary will licuidate her own Epusmgmxi:
Communism, including Kacer.

Kadar would be willing Lo conduct s sitex softer
line of policy, but he is forced to xesort to the
wildeat possibie terror in order to maintain con-
trol. I don't think he would €ollow Imre Nagy's
example and side with the West at the first
posslible chanca.

1£ the Unlted Staten tckes 8 f£firm stand, The
Russians will make concessions, Khrushchev will
try to gain the symiths sympathy and support of
the people behind the Iron Cuxtain, He knows
that the Communists axe unpopular. He ls trying
to improve conditions even &t the cost of war.
The fsct that a revoluilon was possible in Funs
gary is due to loscow's new policy.

1 would Ilke to e a vz tweean the United Stzlaus

and the Soviet Urion wvesv much, This has been ow
only hope for wyaszrs

I think that the people at home would also favoz

a war, aven if this would be an mxinkwdn eveniusl

atomic war.

Such a2 war I believe 1i: 'lnevitables unless Americs

is willing to tolexate Communism cven 1n the J.S,

I den't think thst present wozld problems can be
solved by means cthexr Lhan war.

B. There is not much dl<ference in how I foresww

the fukxwefuture and whiat I hoped for while I was

in Hungary. Ve sew cles=ly that Communlsm cznnot
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be overthrown by money alone. Military action is
necassary.

We saw ouzx nnLX nalp and hope in the United States,
Ve xnaw that <he United States ie agzinet world
Communism.

One thing is certain: once the Soviet Union attains
superiority,the Communists will destroy the free
world. Americs must reclize this.

There was no change in our bopes for the future
duzing the entira Communist regime. Hopes ware
espaclally hich however when the United States
electad a soldlexr for their presicant, We were
very sorry wiwn Genersl McAzthur was zelievec in
Koreaa, Hls line of approsch to world Communism
was well likecd in Hungayv.
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X1V. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. In an independent Hungary I would like to see
the same political and economic system as exists
tocday in the United States. That is, I want Hun-
gary to be 8 axm a democrstic free country with

fim: enterprise, free press, freedom of speech,

ete. '

B. 1 think that in an indspendent Hungary both
inﬁﬂstrI and soriculture are necessary and shuuld
be developed hand in hand,

Hungary cannpt separata heavy industry from llght
industry. Beth sre essantisl, The only trouble is
we do not have iron ora for the hsavy Lndustry.

I think that the osroduction for products for which
we have raw materials should be increased. Thié “his
applies especislily to sluminum products. Iyen and
steel productlon should be reduced,

What to do with the natlonal enterprisss and the
collective farms once Communism is overthrown is

a difficult cuestlon, Experts will not be able =o
spive 1t easily. Half-solutions will not be sccentable.
In some way the property must be restored to former
owners.

In zgrioulture the problem is easier, The land ra-
mains the seme ond canaskxbaxzexinx be sasily re-
stored. But in Industriss it is often oid difficult
to cetermine the osriginzl enterprise bacause
nationallzed enterprises have been merged and ro-
merged time and again.

I den't think any kolkhozes or state farms should
be left,

Transportation was govarnment owned even befome the
Communists In Hungary. Zut I think that bus lines,
taxis, trucks; etc. should not be nationalized.




I do not faver governmant ownership of industry
neithexr in the heavy nor light industrcies.

I don't think there should be any limit at all
on asgriculturel property. Ths Ministry of Aari-
culture shotld give only advice end directives,
but not orders.

If I were to choose between & bresd end butter
dictatorship and a true democracy guaranteeing
nothing, I would $till choose frecdom.

in an independent Huncary the Communist party
should be outlawed, but even if it were licensed
it would have no followers.

I think that If the Communist party is outlawed
fellow-travelars' organizations should also e
outlawed., But these two would not be necessary in
Hungary.

I think that an independent Hungary should have
the same relztion to the West as West Germany.

An independent Hungary should have no military.
economic or cultural ralstions with the Sovist
Union. Such relatlons should exist with the othesz
Karmx Eastern European countries only Lf they
sitle with the Wesgt,

Hurgary should cooperate to the fullest possible
extent with the United States and other Vestsrn
countries.

1 heve often heard of plans for & fedexation of
Denublan atates, but I think that s Unlted Statos
of Europe would b2 much better,

1 cic not think that a faderation of Danublan

® countrles would be possible nor deslrable.
Thexe are toc great differences among the nations
concexned,

1 think that the people at home feel the szmz as
1 do. They too viould favor a Unitsd States of
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Europe to a federation cof Danubian countries,

I am not satisflied with Hungary's present bozdexs.
I think that theysre very unjust. But I think
that an adjustment of territories can be mkhk
achieved only bv pesceful means,by arbitration

of the leading Vestern countries. 1 think that
Hungary should get back approximately the same
}grritnrinn as she _ during World War

I am concerned about “he Hungarlan minoritlies

in the other satellite countrles. They should

be liberated from Comaunism together with Hungaxy.
Ehnn the question of DLoundarles wilill sclve thelix
u.--L'I* -

The question of boundaries snd minoritlies is im-
poztant not nnly to me but to every mkihax Hun-
ga=len as well, However, now the defeat of
Communism is tha msjor problem,



XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. I heaxrd sbout Khrushchev's secret speech over
the radio.

At home we were informed about Yenator McCarthy
and his UnAmericen Activities Committee. We
approved of it.

I heard about the downfall of Peron in Argentins,
but 1 was not concernscd about it.

We did not know much sbout Rakosi's privatae Iife
prior to the revolution,

B. Duzring tha last ten years my major smx source

of Information in Hungery was the radio., I listened
regularly to forelgn radio broadcasts, I also lis-
tened to smzme domestic broadcasts amdi read the
Communist newspapers as well.

C. 1 xmeinxad received azlso news h{ word of mouth,
A doctor frisnd who was in Switzerland for a2 long
time told me about sclentific and political sewse
developments in the West,

I received naws by woxc of mouth from ell sorts of
people whom I deemed reliable.

Sone Eanpla prove to Se more relliable than others,
but this dependec entirely on the character of the
person,

D. I read vexy much in Hungary. Before the war I

read all available newepapers and publications, I
ﬂli: read many books,classics aml even Communist

writers,

After World Ver 11 I read an average of about two
hours a day. I was bedridden for four years. I
spant most of this time reading. Reading and chass
playing were my only two pasftimes.

Before and during World War II I was satisfied with

S R —— N P
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the books and publications which I could xead,
although I wpuld have preferred mere publications
from the West, After World War 11 the avallable
reading materiesl was too one sided,

Of the dailies in Hungary published before the |
revolution 1 liked the Hngéa: Nemzet the best. |
It was probably the least Communist,

‘I niwxs also read the Catholic paper Sziv Ujss
but it was later discontinued, '

I was always eble to discern betwsen propaganda
and truth. One developed & sense for this, Approxi-
mataly 15 per cent of what was printed was true,

Only production news was more or less true. Every~
thing else was politics. However, produstlon sts-
tistics were also falsiflied now and again,

VWhat I read helped me to zead in hetween the lines.

1 also read books from the Soviet Union, including
the history of the Communist party. But I did not |
read any Soviet nmwxxsx magazines or newspapers, |

) mﬁ fomily, and friends xmd resd only books from
the West, usually Hungarian translations fxmm of
Western authors, Newspapers and periodicals were
legally unobtainable,

I resd many books which were placed on the index

by the Communists, I had such books in my possession,
and did not turn them in. Such books were loasned

to close friends and we talked sbout them. But

the books alweys had to be concealed keeping the
possibllity of a ssarch in mind.

When books were plasced on the #d index they were
elther destroyad or concealad,or kept in the

house of a relisble "proletar' who wes less likely
to be searchec,
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XV1. EVENTS CUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Without forelgn asslstance a change in the
Soviet Union is not pessible., If 1t were, it
would have occurred after Stalin's death.

I think very few Russians are Communists. The
vast majority is dissstisfled with Communlsm,

The only possible change within the Soviet Union
would be a revolution like the ans in Hungary.
This however is not likely.

If free elections were <o be held in the Soviet
Union I think not more <han five per cent of the
vote would go to the Communists. I do not know
whet party would come %o power.

The aim of the top Soviet Communist leaders ls
te conquer and communize the entire world by
every possible means, When they feel strong
enough they will accomplish thIg by means of
wWax.

I think that they lust for power and do not have
any ideals at al!.

The main difference between the Hungarian and
Ruesian Communists is only hiexrarchy.

B. Of the countries men:tioned Poland 1s the most
popular, This 1s because of traditional Polish-
Hungarian friendship and because of Poland's
opposition m to Communi=m. All other countiies

are unpopulsr. They are enemlies of old standing.
Perhaps there is some respect for Czechoslovakia's
industrial development.

Of the countries mentioned Romaniz and East Germany
are the least popular. This unpopularity applies
both to the government and to the people, In <he
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case of Romaniaz, but only to the government ir the
cace of East #am GErmany.

This unpopulazity 1s due to historical dix differ-
ences and to Communist support.

If free elections were to be held in these Emuntix
countries, Communism would be defeated everywhere.

0f the countrles mentioned the standard of living
is p:ahahlztthn g highest in Czechoslovakia and
second highest Ln Hungary. The standaxzd of living
is probably the lowest in Romania and the second
lowest in gulaniu.

C. I think that Poland should not be given a single
dollar. Gomulka is not & Stalinist,but he is still
8 Communist. He cannot and will not sever Polaml's
ties with Russia completely. He wants to create
national Commynism,

Gomulka doesn't want a change,he just mamk= wantis
to creat order economically,

How long Gomulka will stay in power will depend
entirely on the Russians,

wiss views on conditéons In Poland have not
c angad.

Evaents 1n Poland encouraged Hungary and strengthened
their conviciion that Communlsm cannot last for
evar, The Poznan riots in 1996--or was it 1955--
wese widely cdiscussed in Hungary. We heard asbout
them immediately over the forxeign radio broadcsasts.

Tha pasople in Poland were a2lways against Communism,
but I do not know of any swing to the right before
Gomulka's rlse to power,

People knew about the Poznan riots, even those who
did not have radios.

As a temporary solution Imre Nagy and a mild Communist
government would have been better than the disillusion-
mant caused by the sbsense of Western help. But still
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pexhaps everything is botter the way it happenec,
e caused the Communists greater harm In this way.

D. I think that Tito is the originator of national
Communism, |

I think that national Communism is still Communism.

Tito realizes that it is not possible to commun!ze |
Eastern Europe with the same methods and to the |
same extent as happened In the Sovlet Unlon. There= |
fore, he would like to see his brand of Communism

in these countries,

1 think that Tito and the Soviet leaders mutually
distrust each othex.

From the Westarn polnt of wvilew I don't think that
Tito is reliable. '

I think there 1s a tnndann¥ toward national Communism |
In the Communist parties of all satellite countries. |

I think that Tito is moze popular than the Communist
lezders in the other satellite countries, But this
is not real popularity. A dictator can never be

popular.

I iived near the Yugoslav border and I have a fair
idea of conditions tnat ®» coun . Thelr Western
help created better economlc condltions than exlsted

in Tungary-r

I don't think that the Egyptian governfment had a
richt to natlonallze the Suez Rami Cenal. But 1
also think that America was wrong in preventing
Nesser's liguldation.

Although Britain's attack was lnopportune for Hun-
gary, still it was justified. However, it shoultdl
have been ?ﬂitpﬂnﬂd aftax until after the Hungarian
issue was finlshed.

Events in the Near East in the fall of 1956 certainly
ufiwdimsl affected conditions in Hungsxy. They served
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to divide world attention, But for this Hungary woulg
prebably have won the revolution.

F. I think that the standard of living in West Cer-
many is probably the highest in Europe.

I co not think that the Germans are dangerous &nd
may cause another war.

I think thet the rearmament of Germany is necessary.
They alone can be trusted im 100 per cent to fight
ageinst the Russians,

I con't know how much arms the West German army has
tocday, but Germans are excellent soldiers-~ betlter
then the British.

I think that the West German axrmy 1s by far stronger
than the French azmy. I think that the length of
militazy service in the West CGerman army is two yeaxh.

Everyone in Hungaxry agrees that the Russlan occu-
pation was much more unpopular than the German
occupation, The Germans, both officers and men, be-
haved much more disciplined than the Russians.

G, I think that the NATO sllisnce should be atrangtthnd*
We were vexy imfatiint at home and in despalr when
we saw how slowly it was belng formed.

NATO was formed voluntarily. The Warsaw Pact was
compulsozry.

In the mid-forties I had a very good opinion of the
Bxitish Labor Party. I was convinced that the Social

Democratic party is best sulted to oppose Commmism.
Since then, However, a left-wing has been formed

rithindthi British Labor party and 1t cannot be
ITusteda.

Of the countries mentioned, I think that the =miamsw
standaxd of living is highest in West Germany, with
Great Britain second, Italy third, Greece fourth,
Egvpt fifth and the Soviet Union last.
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H. On my arrival in the United States 1 was very
much impressed with tha high standaxd of living,
the excellent food and the great waste which I
saw. For a long time I did not have the heart to
throw away an empty bottle because this was such
a treasure in Europe,

I was also very much impressed with the cordiality
of the Amerlicans.

American foreign policy with xespect to Eastern
Europe is bad; it is very bad. Communism must be
in licuidatec. Everything else--loans, etc.-- is
mere see=-sawing, East Europe's liberation requires
sacrifices, but later even greater sscrifices will
be required it they are not made now.

Had not America helped Emmmwnisksxk Communism, 1t
would have collapsed long ago.

I think that the American government should glve
no loans, no aid, no zasy recognition to the Kadar
government in Hungary.

The people st home would like to see more Western
visitors. It 1s all the same who comes as long as
they are Americans.

Such prospective £ visitors should be told not to
drive through Hunga and view it gx from a2 car,
but to examine conditlons carefullym and closeslvy.

I think that the peopls at home would like to
read more Western lications,

I think that the mttives of the Marshall Plan was
to help bhhe needy countries of Europe. These motives
were purely humanltarian, but indirectly it lacreased
U.S5, influence and popularity in these countrlies,

I did not Bear of any political strings attached to
Marshall aid,

The United States intervened in the Korean War he-
cause 1t wanted to curb Communism. We hoped that it
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would lead to a liquidation,but regrettably it
was not the U,S. objective,

G. The UN can not achieve its primary purpose bee
cause it is weak and has no authority,

In the fall of 1956 the United Nations should have
carrled out the resolution compelling the Russlans
to withdraw, if necessary,by force,

Without a strong United Nations army no Russian
complisnce to resolutions can be expected.
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XV1I, KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES

. A. The greatest living Hungarian today is without
questlon Cardinal Mindszenty. I cannot find words
to describe him,

B. Imre Magy proved that he would have led us out
of Communism had it been possible,

Laszlo Rajk caused the deaths of many innocent
people.

Erno Gero is a dirty scoundral,
Janos Kadar likewise,

Generzl Bela Kiraly --I do not appzove of attacks
egainst him, He proved during the revolution that
he 1s against Communism.

Anna Xethly was more popular in Hungary during 1947
and '48 then during and zfter the revolution.

President Eilsenhower was very popular in Hungary at
the time of his election. Everyone at home was glad
that finally s soldier wes elected to become presi-
dent of the United States. But we soon became very
much disillusioned with Eisenhower.

1 have no special opinior on Secretary-General
Hammarsk jold, What can he do? The whole United
Nations is powerless.

Secretary of State Dulles' foreign policy is very
unfortunate. America mast reazlize that Communism
cannot be defezted by dellars alone.

Truman,too, should have been more forceful against
Communism,

Mikoysan is a crafty Communist.
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Nehru has caused great disillusicnment by his
support of Communsm,

Generalissimo Chiang Kie-shek is weak and power-
less,

Ferenc Nagy could have cpposed Communism more firmly
with the great majority he recelived in the first Hun-
garian elections.

President Roosevelt was too much pro-Communist. He
was decelved by Stalln.

Chancellor Adenauer is s great statesman, one of the
most successiul champions agsinst Communism.

Stalln was crafty and ruthless.

Malenkov 1s a Communist the same as the others.
Generalissimo Franco opposed Communism.

Bevan is ln fovor of Communists.

& Khrushchev is crafty end smart. He should not be
allowed to reméin in power long because he will be-
come dangerous.

Tito is a Communist.

Peron was too far from Hungary and ke we had no
opinion on him,

Molotov 1s & dirty Communist.

Ollensuer should not be allowed to come to power
in West Germany. He would mske a compromise with
the Russlans,

@kxwxe Churchlll is a cxeat statesman. Regrettably
he 1s too old. If Roosevelt had listened to him
no Communism would be in the woxld today,
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XVI1I. ATTITUWES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. 1 don't know what kind of people came out of
Budspest and the other parts of the country. I can
speak only about our own distriet.

The major reason why the refugees escsped from Hun-
gary was the desire to live outside the Iron Cur-
tain regardless of participetion in the fighting.
There were no mines on the borders, no guards. It
wa; comparatively easler to leave the country than
before,.

I don't quite understanc the first 5000 refugees who
came out when it still looked as 1f the revolution
was going to win,

The second largest group of refugees consisted of
people who parzticipated in the revolution in some
way or other.

The majority of the refugees are young people, mostly
students and industrial workers.

Very few peasants came out/ Buring and after the
revolution, But comparstively few peasants partiei-
pated in it.

Many pep people tried to leave the country but falled
to suk® make it. They were elther arrested or turned
back, Others did not even attempt to escape because
of personal circumstances, age, children, etc,

The people at home are sgainst Communism, I am sorry
tha¥ stayed,but not everyone could come out, I am
certain they will yet liquidate Communism a2t home,

1 do not know of any czees where £ a person had an
opportunity teo come cut but did not do so. But I
know of many people who took an active part in the
gighting and yet stayed for family reasons,
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I think that the people at home zre glad that at
least we are safe.

If everyone ware allowed to leave Hungary I think
thet still about 30 to 40 per cent of the people
would stay. These would be mostly old people orx
invalids who cannot take the risk of starting life
anew in a foreign count:zy,

B. At home we were well aware of the exile organi-
zations,because foreign radio broadcasts gave de-
tailed information on their activities.

The Hungarian Nationzl Council headed by Father
Bela Varge received full coverage over Radlo Free
Europe. But the feeling at home was that once
Communism is overthrown the people who stayed at
home should be the ones to decide thelr own future,

Bela Vargs has popularity st home,but his populerity
was greater before the xsm revolution than now. There
wWas nuﬁimuch he could do, but people had high hopes
about m.

Tibor Eckhaxdt is an old politician who had been
hexe s long time,but I do not know much about him.

I have a very high opinion of Miklos Kallay,

I have heaxd about Bela Fabian only hexe in the
United States.

I think that d Archduke Otto is very intelligent,
but I do not want him back on the Hungarian thrcne.

I have very great respect for Admiral Hoxthy.

I think that the people who left Hungary before
1956 tried to do something in our behalf, but
there was not much they could achieve. Probably
they could have exercised more propaganda againct
Communism.

During the revolution I thought about the Hungazians
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in exile and expected them to Em come home and
fight in the revolution.

people
C. I have heard of one or two/fuwidiss who came
. back from the West when the Hungarian government
gave amnesty to everyone sbroad. They returned
y mostly for family reasons,

The campaign conducted hI the Hungarian Communist
government to persuade all Hungarian immigrants

to return home was considered to be mere propagande
by everyone in Hungary. Those who returned were
conslidered as fools or Communists,

D, I think that the people at home would like to
know everything about the exiles; they really do
know everything from letters sent home,

I thinkit iIs the duty of mxmy every Hungarian in
exile to live honestly, work diligently, and pre-
serve the good name of the Hungarians,

I am not & member of any political or non=political
organization hexe in the United States. I would

like to join perhaps an organization later on, There
is no speclific one I would like to join. I think
that the ﬁu:puse of this prganization should ke to
support the interests of Hungary. I think that =k
both old and new é&xiles, iIf they are honest and

true Hungarians, should joln.

I do not know anything about the political parties
here in exile.

At home I heard about the revival of the political
perties during the revolution and disapproved of
it, It divided the otherwise united nation,

I don't think that the groups in exile should have
returned home to participate in the revived political

- parties.
. E., 1t is a difficult question to answer what my
- future could be if Hungary is completely liberated.
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My family is still there. I am torn between the
desire to return home once Hungary 1s liberated
and of bringing them out.

If it would be necessary to fight for Hungary's
liberation I would go gladly despite my age.

MI voungest child,who is of school age, should
also study Hungarian if he comes to the United
States,
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XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

The most important things a child should be taught
aré patriotism, honesty, and diligence,

I reised three sons and was their best friend. But
wher it was necessary 1 spanked their rear ends.
This, however, happened very rarely. I don't think
that from a point of discipline a girl should be
treated just as boys are. But I had no daughtezs,
enly sons.

1f a child is reared right therxre is no reed to
punlsh him when he grows older. A friendly word of
advice is enough.

I was fourteen when, working in my father's kaix
blacksmith shop, a detective story dropped out of
my pocket. My father had forbidden me to read them,
He was a very strong man and he gave me a terrific
slap. He liked to drink and on such occaslons he
beat us children often, He was & very good man and
I Iﬂspggtld him vexry much. He slapped my even when
1 was .

It cannot bs generalized which parent punishes Lhe
child. It alwsys depends on the parents, In some
families one parent, ir other families the other.
This does not depend con the sex, age, or social
class of the child. Itxizximpesxi

It is impossible to give a general rule at what
age physical punishment and punishment in general
are zbolished for boys and gixls.

In schools physical punishment was banned by the
Communists, But what punishment was used instead

1 do not know,

The traits I value most in a friend are character,
loyalty and unselflshness.

THE END



