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Respondent has four brothers and five slsters. One
brothsr aged 57 is & pensent,mmkm another 55 is a
non-commissioned officer in ths Hung:rian army,a
brothesr 52 works for the Hungarian reaillway,and one
47 is also a peasant.

Hia alsters ave 50g L3,01,36,and 26,211 qarpied and
in Hungery.

Respondent hag one mn ==r nlna years old,and a
daughter 13. hey are in ths U.S. with him.

Reapondent left Hungary November 21,1956
Arrived in U.S. December 55,1956

Since his srrival be haa bssn only in Camp Kllimer,
Rorwnlk,Conn, and now In N.X.C.

Respondent has psm purchased on credit & small tin-
emith shop here in ¥.¥. He plans to contlnue in
business for hlaselrl.

Responddent has not been interviewed by any Western
organization sinee leaving Hungary.

Regpondent speanks only Hungarian with some 1little
Engllish he has learnsd since his arrival hemra.

Agtlve participation In the revolution.

Character descrintlen

Respondent is a wary pleaegent and llkoble percoon. He
18 of madiunm height,muscular,good-looking,neat in

appearance and falrly intelligent. Extremaly patriotie.

A closs porsonal description of respondent and his
family c=n be found in Michener's "Bridge nt Andan"
pages 183 on.
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND VARM-UP QUESTION

Americans should know Hungarian history better in
erder to understand what the revolution really was.

Thae foreign newspaper men who were riding through
Hungary durlng the revolution saw only the casualties
and damages, but they did not understand what was
going on essentially. They did not know Hungarian
history. They should have been told at least sbout
1848, Without this they cannot have a thorough
knowledge of Hungaxian conditlions.
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III. CHHONOLOGY OF PERSONNL EXPERIENCES ,ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES AND EXFECTATIONS DURING THE
REVOLUTION

A.dl. Ever since Rajk's rehablilitetion in the summer
of 1955 I and my two best friends were under the im-
presaion that public sentiment was belng freely ex-
presged and something would happen.

On October 22 I waa at home 1in Szekeafelierver. We were
unaware of the demonstrations to be held ths next day.

In ths afternoon of Cetober 23 I met my two frienda
in a cafe in Szekeafshervar. We heard over the redio
of demongtratlons In Budapsst and later the 1lifting
of this band.

When I heapd this I was certain that the demonastrations
would end In a vevolt. I stispected this becauss of tha
embittered fealing of the peopls in Hungary.

In the evening of Octoher2’d we listened to Gero's
spesch. I was then in =n expresso. Hveryone there
was of the opinion that Gero was pouring oll on
the 2£ fire. "e did not know what was going on in

Budapest,but could oconclude from the spesch.

WMy two friends and I went out to the railroad stetion,
with tha Intentlon of geling tc Budapest. At the rall-
road station from rallroaéd men =nd threvelers who had
just arrived frowm Bucdapest,we could pieve together
what was bappening. I winbted to go 1lmediately to
Budapsst by train. The trains were still running,but
regrettably I dld not have enough fundas to pay my farse.
I had to go home and remnin in Szekeslshervar.

Everyons was excited. That night we decldsd to stage
a dsmonstration on the follewing day., 3wk By then we
hoped to have a complete pleture of thaauenia in
oudapast.

This demonstration Book ploce on Kmwmmbew October 2l
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before noon, The demonstration was organized primarily
by the indusbtrial workers,but practicelly the sntire
clty of Szekesfeherver particlipated in 1t. Evervone
wko could walk was thore.

On thoe way to the Olty Hall the demonstrators destroyed
ell Comnunist slogane and inslgnia. Red stars were ocut
out from the Tlngs and decztroyed. The army also took
part ln this demonstration. The main slogan was "Russians
go howe." The dsmonstrators alse sang Kossuth songs.

I Joinad ths demonstration with my twe Irienda. '“hen
the demonatrators were goling by our house my fselings
were a mixture of enthuslasm and curicsity. I hopsd
that the demonatretlons would lead to the liberstlon
of Hungary =and would uring about the end of Communlsm.
I did not feel any fear at sll. I decided to help or-
EmEX ganize the enbire popular movement. Through my
sport contacts I lmew very many people lnthe slty amd |
felt that I was qualified %o take part in organieing
the reslstonce. By thon wo Ikmew that fierce fighting
waa goling on In Budapest.

The demonstration decided to free the prisonera in
the Suskesfashervar prison and te digsarm the (VH.

AVH headqunrbters was proiected by Russisn tenks.
The tanks drove into the erowd mnd crushesd several
demonatrators. The AVH men used tear gas. Several
people dled,many were wounded. All this dld not
gubguﬂ xk the demonstratorsz,only mads them more
urions.

The socond groupf of demonatrators who weni %o the
county prison to fres the politlenl prisoners were
more succesalful. The publle prozecutors office
tnder the pressuve of thredts by demonstragtora,
did not have time bto screen the prisoners. Lvery-
one wias releasedipollitier]l nnd common eriminals
alike.

The prisonsrs were cheered by the demonstrators,
Everyone gave them food and money. Some of tho
prisonars ware movad to tears on belng liBeratsd.
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A company of soldiers was sent out to disperse the
demonstrators in front of the prison, Their com-
pander, a fellow with whom I served in the army
during the war, assured me that he would not turn
against the people.

Another demonstration was held on the 25th in
Szekesfehervar. The commander of Szekesfehervar,
General Mikes, appreared with a strong guard of
officers. He wanted to address the crowd, but

the crowd did not let him speak. He trxried to

tell us that he too is on the side of the

people, but we did not believe him. We knew his
Communist record. He promised to remove the local
Parly officials who had branded the previous day's
demonstrators as "an unruly gang."™ He returned
from Party headquarters and cynically teld us that
only the Communist headguarters in Budapest hHave
the authority to remove the local top Communist
eddix officials from office,

That day the demonstrators eccupied the local
Party printing shop asnd entrusted = newspaper
woman just released from prison to manage it.
This newspaper did excellent work during the
further course of the revoluthon,

The secondary school students and some university
students began to organize z=nd to acquire arms.
They captured the radio studio. When later the
aﬁm? also joined them, they jointly disarmed &
the AVH.

On October 26 we formed a Revolutlionary Council
which took over the local gpwexheEm government
entirely. In this council there were many former
army men, Distrusting a commander, they demanded
General Mikes' resignation and took control of
the a:mﬁt Some officers who were considered re-
liable helped the Revolutionary Council,
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On the following two days the revolutionary council
removed from office known Communists. There was no
more fighting in Szekesfehervar before the Russian
withdrawal from Budapest.

The members of the Revolutionary Council were elected
by the factory and mine workers,afid governgment and
other officer smployees.

When the flghting in Budapest started I was confident
that the West would interfere and help us.

C. When the Russians withdrew from Bucdapest I first
thmy thought that they were sincere, Everyone was
overjoyed,but lster I began to suspect that it was
only a tactical retreat. We were not very well in-
formed but rumors persisted that Russians were
bringing fresh troops into the country. Later the
radio confirmed these rumors.

The Russians remained in Szekesfehervar all along.
They occupied all airfields %m and karracks in and
around the city. Only ka one barracks was in Hun-
garian hands.

The Russian civilians and dependents were collected
in the buildings next to the Russian headguarters

in Szekesfehervar. After the flrst wanm unsuccessful
attempt to capture the AVH headquarters,the Russians
did not interfeze at all. The paraded thzough the
city several times making everyone aware of their
presence,but there was no fighting with the Russians
before Nobember 4.

iLate on November 3 we went to bed feeling zardf
confident that Maleter's negotiations with the
Russians would ke successful and that the Russians
would withdraw frem Hungazy.

Between 2 and % 3a.m. on November 4 we were awakened
by the sound of Russian arx%tillery shelling the
headquazters of the Hungarian militia and the
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building of the Bevolutionary Council, Russian tanks

were parading through the sirests of the city shelling

and machine-gunning all public buildings.

This treachery infuristed everyone. 1 took the sub-
mykeinx machine gun which I had acquired from the
army barracks previously,went up to the miks attic
of the building in which our apartment was. From
an attic window I shot down the four Russians who
were manning a morter near our home.

After thls incident 1 grew panicky and began to
fear for my family. Our house was next to the
Russian headquarters and I feared that they would
be wmspag suspicious of the building. I hid my
sub-machine gun,tcolk my family from the building
to my sister's several blocks away. I had to go
by Russian guards. I was unable to repossess my
sub-machine gun.

(subject is unwilling to discuss his further par-
ticipation in the revolution because of people
involved who are still in Hungary.)

Resistance in Szekesfshervar continued for two
moxre days. rhe Freedom Fighters --after the
Russian withdrawal from Budapest -- were not
organized,and after two days the resistance was
crushed,

I returned to my house several times for our
possessions and to see what was going on in the
Soviet headquarters next door. When I saw that
the released AVH men and RAussian soldiers were
taking prisoners to the Soviet headguarters
cellar by truckloasds and giving them over to a
Russian colenel,l declded it was time to escepe
from Hungary. This was on November 6. I also
heard that many people were simply shot down

at home without any resistance on their part.

I was able to start for Austria only on Navember 20.




We went by train as fer as 45 killometers from the
border. From there on we went by foot arriving in
Austria on November 21. We were lucky to have awam
avoided the Russians on the border. Refugees cap-
tured by them,but who succéeded to msx escape from
them,warned us of their positions. In Austria I
was interviewed by James Hichener. He helped us

to a obtain visags in the American legation in
Vienna,

» il Hungarg.dﬂﬁpite the heavy losses and the reper-
cussions,has still gained » considerable by the
revolution. Hungary has rehabilitated herself of
charges of fascism dating £mex fxom the last months
of Woxld War II,and has proved to the world that
despite all appearance to contrary the Hungarlan
people are strongly against Communism.
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IV, EXPECTETIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE
REVOLUTION

A. In Austria mx nine year old son told Michener
the following: "We did not expect the United States
to send forces, but we did expect the West to send
us arms and ammunition.,"

I felt that the United States and the United Nations
¥Hredmn:ally obliced to support our struggle for
reedom,

B. I besed my views on Ereviﬁus pledges to liberate
"enslaved nations.™ Such statements from responsible
statesmen were fregquently broadcasted over Westexn
radios, especially Radio Free Europe. The very term
"enslaved nationsl coined by the West implies the
need and promise to liberate us. I have the feeling
ithat we were betrayed. The prestige of the West and
of the United Nations and also that of Radio Free
Europe and the Hungarian politicians in exile and
political organizations has sha:plg declined, It
should be zexkxmes restored through effective
measures.

C. I saw foreign press szgani correspondents diive
through Szekesfehervar in the days of the revolution,
but E did not have an opportunity to speak to any

of them.,



V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTERE AND ATTITUDES

A. There are no classes in Hungary today,in the strict
sense of the word. There are only two classes:patriots
and traitors. Fortunetely the latter group is insig=-
nificant. Aside from this there are only occupations
in Hungary: peasants,industrial workers and intelli-
gentsia. But they are not classes.

My father was a peasant and had some land -~ only
four yokes before World War II. Because of his age
my father was unable to work since 1945,and lived
with my sister. We children all contributed to the
support of our parents.

Both my fabher and mother each had six grades of
elementary school,

1 consider myself to be in Industrisl workers,but
of peasant origin and I am proud of it.

I think that the intelligentsia was most effected
b; Communism in Hungary. The intelligenisia was
the biggest threat to Communism,therefore it was
necessaxry to liguidate and isolate its members
from all other occupations.

decelved
The peasants feel kthausiz themselves/dgakexrd to
a considerable extent, They feel that the promises
made by the Western leaders during World War II
have been broken, They feel deceived also by the
post-war land reform of 1945. No Eeaaant Was
satisfied,not even in 1945,with the way the land
w reform was carried out.,
Despite the twelve years of Communist rule I think
that the Hungarian peasantry remains the strong
backbone of the nation,morally and materially.
They are capable of progress and view thelr future
with confidence. Their political maturity 1s unegqualled
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in comparison to that of the peasants in othex
European countries and even in America.

The Hungarian industrisl workers are also politi-
cally mature.To a certain extent,some of them am
may have sympathized for a time with Communism,
but became and rapidly and finsdly disillusioned
with it. Now they are vehemently agesinst Communism,
and every other kind of extreme as well.

Before the war I was very resentful of a wide
group of the intelligentsia. My opinion of them
then was that they had no backbone,

Since the war I have eften regarded with admiration
the patriotism and the resistance of the intelll-
gentsia,

The peasantry despised those elements among the
industrial workers who flirted with Communism in
the £x first post-war years. For a short time
there was sharp antagonism between these two
Rezen “occupations®,

The peasantry regarded with confidence the in-
telligentsia even during the post-war years.
Later the confidence of the peasantry toward
the intelligentsia was shared also by the in-
dustrial workers.

A feeling of mutual inter-dependence arose among
the three "occupations,” and realization of the
need to unite in the struggle against Communism.

C. Class origin was the most important factor in
getting ahead in Communist Hungary. Political
views were of secondary importance. Knowledge
and talent basrely came into consideraftion.Only
talented artists,writers and top scientists
were an exception to this rule,

There was no change in this respect,only when
serious exonomic troubles arose was the some
talk of revising the government's policy on
talent,class origin,and political views. But,




this xmi remsined only talk with no changes resulting.

As individuals the persons who were most likely to
get ahead in Communist Hungary were pecople without
charsctar, both politically and morally, Such people
were despised by everyone,

B, Caresrists in Hungaty received much more from
society than they deserved, Careerists existed

in all branches of government and in industry.

They were loafers who hated work and wanted to live
8% Lest they could,
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. My father,who is very patriotic#, brought us up in
the same way. He was very strict and severe. I tried
to bring up my children in the same spirit. I did

not know how long I would be sble to bring them up
myself. This conflict with Communism created a very
tense atmosphere at home, and we were on the verge

of nervous breakdowns.

father provided me with strong moral support. He
visited his ten shmi children regularly, always ad-
monishing us to remain firm in our convictions.

In Hungary I pondezed much the effects of Communism

on family life, Communism invaded most brutally the
closeness of family life in Hungary. It endeavored

to restrict parental influence on children, demoralized
the moral contents of marriasge.

My family balnnEE to the type where Communism had no
influence st all on family life, That is, aside from
the nervous strain I mentioned.

I think that the average Hungafian family also be-
longs to this same type.

Many families were zble ito educate their children
as before., These were the families who were hinmi
hard working.patriotic and religious.

In our femily there was no change in the wsy our
children were brought up ss compared to the way
they would have been brought up. The years of
suffering probably even brought families closer
to each other than before.

B. Regretizbly the loose morsls advocated by the
Communists effected many young people. But the
majority of the youth was influenced by the moral
up-bringing they received at home, In the spozt
organizations where * I was azctive, I got the



e 15/VI1,

impression that zfter some initial hesitation the
moral developmant of the Hungarian youth had zbout
the right course.

The influence of parents on courtships,engagements,
and marriages,especially among the peasantry, re-
mained unchanged, The situation is a bit less
favorable among the industrlal workers. To sompe
extent this is true azlso of the children of the
prt Intelligentsia,

There was prostitution in Hungary. Officially it
was banned, but the Communists saw the effects
of low wages on working women. They did not seem

to care much about it.

A convinced Communist leads a sexually much looser
life than an average person., Seemingly the Communist
party tried to improve the morals of 1lts members,
but with little success.

C. If a close friend were to become a Communist
party official that would mean the end of our
friendship. Such s thing happened with me., A
close friend of mine became the dlrector of a
party school, I am very sorry for him. It ter-
minated our friendship.

If in such cases anything remains, it is not
friendship, only the apoearance of one which
is kept up because of f=zar.

Even if a friend is not a perly membex, but in
an argument takes the slde of the Communists or
expresses views which are somewhat pro-Communistg,

the friendship ceases.
The friendship is terminsted by the non-Communistg.

I do not think it is possible to continue the
friendship under an agrsement not to mention
politics.
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D. Communists considered juvenlle delinguency mostly
from the political point of view.

[
I think that true juvenile delinguency, that 1is
common crimes committed by juvenlles, were more
frequent than under the Horthy regime. This iz
was due to the affects of Communism on family life.

I heard the word "hooligan" before, but 1 do not
know what it means.

The jampecs are young people who imitated Westexn
fashion in clothes, dancing and mannexrs. I do not
think such conduct is criminal.

The jampecs are usually frxom 18 to 24 years old,
They come mostly from industxial worker families,
I think that the entire jampecs problem was ex-
agogerated by the Communists for politlical reasons.
The Communists considered it a form of resistance
agzinst their regime.




VII, RELIGION

A. For a short time Communist indoctrimation was
able to show some effect on religious life in
Hungary. But in the long a run religious life in
Hungary became stronger under Communism than be-
fore.

The Roman Catholic church in Hungary was the
hardest hit by Communism, It offered furthez
resistance to the regime and had greater in-
fluence on the masses,.

Religion is a bulwark against Communism. The two
are imcompatible -- fire and water don't mix.

B. I don't know if my perents were more religlious
than I am, I think pexhows perhaps we are equally
religious, When I was younger my parenis were un-
dﬂubtahll more religious than I was. The changes
however in religious life were not due to
Communism. The change would have ensued as a
natural process regardless of Communism. I think
I am about as religious as the average person in

Hungary.

I go to church every Sunday if possible. I pray
regulazly and from convictlon. misﬂlf am a
Protestant, but my family is Catholic,

C. I am most decidedly in favor of giving the
church asn opportunity to educate the young peoﬁle.
I would entrust the bulk of the education to ihe

churches,

It would be essential to pam parmit the chuxcnes
to exercise censorship over plsys, books, and
movies, This is necessary for the moral education
of the future gensratlions.
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Whether the churches should be occupled with every-
day political matters or not must determined by
the politiczl advantages of the country, Now I
would approve of wore political influence for the
churches in Communist Hungary. However,l think
that in the Asmt Zw Austro-Hungarian emgirn the
churches had too much political power. I think
that the churches are the firm basis of politlical
1ife, But their influence on politics should be

indirect,

D. I do not think that the Bewish religion was
persecuted by the Communists in Hungary.

I think that the Jwxx Jews from 1919 revolution
ax# on always supported Communism to a cexrtaln
extent.

Immediately after the war the Communist party based
the Ministrzy of the Interior and the police system
almost entirely on young Jews. Bnly later were non-
Jews included in greater numbers.

The Jews were deemed reliable because of thelr
persecution under the Nazi regime.

The Jews supported Communism aiikaughk all along,
but they did not want to do this from conviction,

were motivated by the desire for revenge and
for material advantages.

I think that about 90 per cent of the Jews in
Hunhgaxry were party members and half of them
were Communists by cenviction.

During the demonstrations and the revolution the
Jews behave with surprising passivity.

It is true that many Jewe are nfsx afrald of an
Independent Hungary. They reallze that during
the Communist regime they have committed many
acts agsinst the Hungsrien people,for which they
expect reprisals in sn independent Hungary.
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VI1I. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A, Under Hungarian youth I mean the young people
from 16 and 18 to and 26.

B. I think that the role of the Hungarian yauth

is a bit exaggerated,but I was not disillusioned

by tham, It is true that they started the revolu-
tIan,hut not exclusively. In its leadexrship thaz
plazed & less significant role than the industrial
workers and the intelligentsia.

The young people sixx started the revolution be~
cause their future looked very bleak and hopeless.

The plder people were very proud of the Hungarian
youth during the revolution. They gave the youth
their full support, On their part,the Hungarlan
youth was satisfied with the conduct of the older
genarations.f Solldsrity was pledged on both sides.

C. My two children sttended only gradeschool in
Hungur¥. After the parents,the second grestest
merit in preserving the youth's patriotism and
moral character in the face of Communish indoc-
trination goes to the teachers. Only a very in-
significant percentage of the teachexrs was Communist.
The teachers sabotaged Communist indoctrination

to the greatest possible extent.

Compated tc the former regime,the level of mdup
education of grade schools under Communism was
perhaps a bit higher. Now eight grades of grade
school were compulsory,whereas formexrly only
six years of grade school were & required.

D. The Hungarisn youth rejected Communist attempts
x® in indoctrination and was more inclined to
accept the influence of paremtal education m% at
home .

Rhe Hungarian youth never sympathized with Communism.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT 1IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. My major dissatlsfaction with life under Communism
in Hungary wes caused by the presense af Russians in
Hungary.

B. Others also complained mostly of the presense of
Russians in Hungary,about the dictatorship of local
Communists and asbout the hardships of everyday life,
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X, THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. During the last twelve months of Communism in
Hungar mI family and I wexe able to get along
financlally only with great difficulty. This was
caused by the excess taxes imposed mm unlawfully
on my wife's soda-water bottling plant which was
nationalized a second time in 1934.

Our food was of poor guality and not enough. Most
of my income went for food,

I had two suits of clothes. I was able to buy a
sult once every two years.

We had only ane room. A part of the corxridor was
walled off to serve as a kitchenette.

Anew suit,an extra palr of shoes,better food were
coneidered luxuries which I could not afford.

Our greatest diffuclty was with » food.

Our postwar standaxd of living dropped at lesst
50 per cent in comparison to pre-war level,

Our standaxd of living was highest in 1954, Then
I gﬂt back my wife's bottling plant,but only for
a few months.

Our standard of living was the lowest from 1948
to 1949, Then the bottling plant wes nationalized
for the £xx first time, I was unable to find em-
ployment and was imprisoned for attemptling to
leave the country illegally.

some friemds who were deriving good incomes {rom
black mazketling snd from procurling herd-to-get
items lived comparatively better than the others.
But tliis cannot be regarded as z standaxd of living.
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It was a temporary prosperity which could have
stopped at any minute,

The low standaxd of living in Hungary was due to
the fact that the Commufists wanted to achieve a
classless society by p_ everyone,

B. During the last twelve months in Hungary my
monthly average income was from elght to nine
hundred forints a month. I paid 10 forints a
month trade union fees,70 forints a month were
deducted for compulsory government loans,

I did not zmgimy receive any premium or extra
ay. I did not have a secondary samgs source of
ncome, No one else worked in our family. I did

not get any wage increase mf over the last five

years,

C. We purchased all our food in kozexrt stores.
We did not do any purchasing on the free maz-
ket.

We bought clothes and household articles exclu-
sively in state department stores,

Shortages due to inefficiency in retall distribu-
tion were fregquent,

There were nationwide shortages of foodstuffs
such as wheat,lard,bacon, There were times when
there was no bread,milk,and sugar. There was
alwaI= & shortage of something or other. I am
unable to recallX when ox what.

There was considerable black marketlng during
the post-war inflation, later there wss some
black marketing in foodstuffs and zam consumer's
goods.

Black marketing was conducted among reliable friends
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. acquaintances, Sometimes the government itself launched

bhlsck market operations when it wanted to get rid of
unsalable surpluses. I do not know in detail how the
black markets were organized,

Sometimes it happened that local merchants were re-
luctant to part with hazd to get commodities at the
regular price,

Black marketing was ver¥ dangerous. It could mean
years of lmprisonment if one was zumghkx caught.

, D. I worked from 40 to 4E€ hours & week,sometimes
less depending on the amount of work my employer
had. He was a private tinsmith,an elderly man be-
side whom I learned my trsde when I was an appren-
tice. I got along extremely well with him. I was
his smud sole employee. He knew his trade mxkxmm
extremely well,

I lived unlz a stone's throw away from the shop
where I worked, I slept &n average of eight hours
every night,

I was satisfied with my work. It was the trade I
chose when I was a young apprentice,.

The socialized medical sexrvice in Hungary operated
faitly well,

The trade union vacation program served mostly
propaganda YarP purposes.

Pensions were extremely low.m I do not know any
details.

E. In Hungary I would prefer to live only in
Szekesfehervar, It is & provincial city near

. Bmixxpst Budaspest. It contains the advantages
of both city and country., I have spent most
of my lifs there.
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Rural workers undeniably ate better food than city
workerxs.

Standaxd of living was higher in the city than in
the country.

I think politically it was easler to live in the
cities because a person was less consplicuous 1ln
the city than in the country, On the other hand,
the people in the county showed more solidarity.

When collectivization of agriculture was first in-
xxamix troduced in Hungary I did not believe fox

a moment that it could be carried out successfully.
in practice, I did not expect the mgmwemgovernment
%n exEniE Bxmx execute this program wiih so much
orce,

My present cpinion of the Hungarian farm collectivi-
zatlon system is that it is stupld,senseless,especially
in Hungary. It only serves to embitter the rural
population,

I think that the maldi middle peasants opposed farm
collectivizatlon the most. Large peasants had mo
opportunity to protest against 1it.

I have heard of farm cooperatives being dissélved
only in the first Imre MNagy government.



XI. THE POLITICAL IIFE

A, Since World War II I have always been keenly in-
terested in politics.

In the 1940's before the World W"'r I sympathlized with
the Wational Beasant party. I resigned from the party
in 1947,and since then I have never been s member of
any party or organizatlion,

The national leadership of the Hungerian Peasant
party was very promising. It consisted of such
writers as,for example, Gyula Illyes, and Peter
Veres., I had high hopes about the future of this
party. I left the party when I saw that it was
going imxfaxxiem too far to the left., I became
dislllusioned with its leadership because of
their cooperation with the Communists,

My generation remembers the 1918-1919 Communist
regime and its terror, Therefore I st:nnglI re-
jected Communism,blaming them for our territoriasl
losses in 1919,and also for the years of poverty

after World Wsr I. |

I had no knowledge at all of the Communist party's I
existance during World War II.

attitude toward the Communist party has not
changed since 1948,

B. A considerable number of the rank asnd file
Communists were careerists and persons without
backbone or conviction.

The second ge group consists of ExmExx criminals
against the nation and the people, But,by this

1 mean persons,for example,who were fascist for-
merly and joined the party to gain immunity.

Then there 1s the legion of simple party members
who joined agiinst their convictlon to pieserve
thelir jobs,etc.
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During the last eight years before the revolution
there was basically no change in Party peliecy in
Hungary. There were some seeming changes for tactical
reasons,;but basically everything zemained the same
all aleng.

The last gIGuE mentioned above was never satisfled
with Party policy. Thex first twe groups accepted
the party profiram only to the extent that it served
their personal alms and interests.

The top leaders of the Hungarisn Communist party are
completely loyal to the Soviet Union, They crave
power. ThEI have ambition to excell coupled with a
decire to live well., They are not choosy about

their methods and their attitudes towerd others

is determined 3% always by their exigencles at

any given moment.

The majority of the top Communists do not ki belleve
in what they are doing,they do not have convictions,

When Hungary becomes independent the top Communists
should be turned over to the pecple for lynching,
but this is necessary to dissuade anyone from fol-
lowing in the footsteps of the Communistsd leaders.

There was constant opposition to Communism in Hun-
gary. Thies was evident in acts of sabotage in pro-
duction,both industrial and agricultural. Also in
the besting and murdering of local Commanists,in
jokes against the regime,etc. This resistance was
constantly increasing until Imre Nagy's aaxexanraii
government, During his first term of office it
subsided wem somewhat,sgain gathered momentum

after Imre Nagy's downfall and finally culminated
in the reveolution,

This resistance wherever it was possible was con-
ducted by the entire pﬂﬁulatian of Hungazy with
the exception of the a handful of convinced Communists,
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The public was aware of this resistance, Opposition
to the regime was very useful, It kept up tﬁ

of the people at home. It also gave the people s
certain sense of satisfaction.

I heard asbout the resistance of the intellectuals.
It proceeded the Petofi Circle.

(Petofi Circle was mentioned spontaneously.)

l.ater the resistance of the Petofi Circle was the
sequence of the opposition of such writers as
Gyula Illyes and Peter Veres.

I heard about the existence of the Petofi Circle
during the first Imre Nagy government.In 1954 I

received my first copy of the "Litersry Gazette"
and read 1t regularly until 1956,when it was ex-
tremely difficult to obtain.

1 think that the intellectuals only express what
everyone else felt,

The intellectuals prepared the way for the revolu-
tion, After the Catholic church the Hungarian
writers,especlally the Petofi Circle,offered the
most resistance to Communism in Hungary,

I think that the vast majority of the Ingwiimxuix
intellectuals are prectical people.

Despite the materiasl advantages granted them by k
the Communist regime,the Hungaxian wrltexs turned
agéinst the regime because they felt a vocation to
write the truth and to lead the people.

e spirit



XI1.XEK THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. When the AVH was fizst formed it consisted of
mostly Jews. Later the AVH officers consisted also
of volunteers to whom it was not quite clear what
the role of the AVH would be. Later they were un-
able to leave the service. Many persons joined

the AVH becauyse their parents or relatives had

played an important role in the 1919 Communist
revalution,

1 was arrested by the AVH on three occasions. Once
in 1945 for political reasons and in 1949 and '52
for attempting to cross the boxder illegally.

An AVH first lieutenant and his lieutenant wife
lived in the house of my sister.

The chief of the AVH of Fejer Meaye was an old
school friend mf,but I severed 21l relations with
him. When I was arrested he was very cynicsl to-
ward me and did not address me in the German

Eggiv&lant of *DU",but addressed me formerly as ‘'
e.

I knew of an AVH second lieutenant who wanted to
leave the serviee, His wife was a kulok gizl, The
AVH wanted to send him to Yugoslavia to conduct

esgiunagn. Unwilling to do so, he committed suicide.
This happened in 1949,

1 have every reason to believe that all Communists
indluding the AVH will have to be liquidated, But
there was & considerable number of honest peaple
within the party who felt that they could help more
from within, Such exceptions are practically un-
thinkable in connection with the AVH,but so much
innocent blood has already been shed 1n Hungary
that speclal precsutions must be taken to Insure
that only the guilty ones are punished,

The Blue #ik Police consisted of many careeriste,but
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the majority of the Blue Police sided with the people.
They detested the AVH intensely. Very often the AVH
protected & common criminals who acted es their stool-
pigeons,

1 do not think that under the Communist regime the
Blue Police force was as efficient as the police
force of the Horthy regime,

The Blue Polie could not be as efficient as before
because of constant personnel changes and the in-
secure polltical situation, !

I think there was a large-scale corruption within i
the police force,

During the revolution the vast majority of the police
force members sided with the Enp people, About half
of the helped the revolution by remaining passive.
The other half helped actively.

B. Accusations of class justive in connection with
the courts of the Horthy regime are not true, If
there was any such “"class justice" it was entirely
insignificant.

The People's Courts wws were one of the bakizxin |
b imskuky institutions of the Communist -
regime, They were used to liquidate political

enemies. From the very beginning they were Communist

controlled.

The war criminals who had really committed war crimes
were gullty. But the vast majoritym of the people san-
tenced on such charges Enxfmspimn in Psople's Courts
were mertyrs,

C., With the exception of a very small minority the
Hungarian army sided with the revolution. In many
places they took the initiative.

1 base my opinion on the mem conduct of the Hungarian
army during the revolution on my personal experiences
in Szekesfehervar.
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(Respondent refuses to discuss details of his contact |
with the army during the revolution.) |

In the conduct of the xm army during the revelution 1

did not notice any dlfferences which can be attributed

to geographical location or class origin,nor was thaan
any significant difference in the conduct of the en-
listed men in comparison to the non-commissioned officers
and officers. Only those few officers who had to fear

an independent Hungary because of their previous con-
duct during the Communist regime did not side with xe

the revolution.

The fact that in some places the xswedi xmwaistinn army
as a4 whole took paxt in the revolution whexeas in others
it remalined passive can be attributed to the person of
the commander, Sometimes the commadder was able to mis-
lead tk his men and keep them under control. In such
places the soldiers deserted and joined Freedom Fighter
groups lndividually.

I was not surprised with the axmy's Xconduct during

the revolution. I knew that Communlst mcrale was

very low within the army. Working as s waiter for “TMB@J*—-
several years, I was able to observe the condygc! Qe W |
of the enlisted men and the officers¥ Many officers gy |
were Just as bitter agim 3% agalnst the Russians |
and hated them to the same extent as the civilians. |

(The rest of this sub-eection is omitted because
respondent did not serve in the Communict army.)

D, I do not think that the unpopularity of the
Russian troops in Hungary can be attributed to

the fact that the Russian army crushed the Kossuth
revolution inlB49, Regrettably people heve for-
gotien about it., Simple people st home co not
know Hungarian histnrg too well, I think that

the unpopularity of the Russian azmy in Hungary

Is due entirely to their conduct in 1944 and '45,

The older generations gave to us a veritable pic-
ture of the 1919 revolutlon. We Hnew what to expect
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£ when the Red army wass approaching Hungary in 1944
and '45, We also knew from World War I prisoners of
war,who had spent fears in Russia, that basically
the people were good natured and religious.

I was in the Kapasthian Mountains in 1944 when +the
Russians broke through. Eighty to 90 percent of
officexs and men were of the opinion that we
should hold out until the Western powers occupied
our country. It was very embittering to hear that
the West broke off Hungarian armistice negotiations
gét? instructions to negotiate directly with the
viet,

I was not at home when the Russians occupied our
city. Ve were looted completely,segually the Russimns
behave like animals.

MI opinion of the Russian army hac not changed =n
since 1944 and '45, I Has grown only worse,

In Szekesfeherver we lived practiczlly next door to
the Russian headquartvexrs. There were many Russian
famllies ix living in the neighborhood,but I had

no contact whatsoever with them, Only on cne occaiion
mK RER nine year old son almost cut off the ear of
the Russian boy with whom he was fighting. My son

had found an old rusty sword and used this n in

the fight, The Russian boy's mother reported this

to the police and I had to go with my son to ‘the
police station,

The Russian and Hungarlan chilldren were miwuxy
always fighting. Otherwise the Russians kept
stri¢t1¥ to themselves and had rigeorous orders
not to fraternize with Hungarians.

The enlisted men were not allowed to leave the
barracks. They stole out by night commitiing
acts of robbery and rape. For example, the
daughter of a ghysician whom I knew well,and who
told me about 1t in detail,was raped one night
coming from the railroad station, Her way led
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through a park where she was attacked by Russians
who raped her and bit off the tip of her breasts,

Several people who talked about this were arrested

by the AVH for spreading false rumors about the
Russians.

During the revolution I had no contact with the
Russians other than fighting.

E. As an act of resistance against Communism some
local government officlasls were willing to dis-
regard laws 1n grder to help people.

F. 1t was poseible to get around regulations and
rules through contact and very rarely through
bribery., Because of the widespread network of
informers one had to find proper contact.Bffiszmi
Officials,if the risk lnvnfind was not too great,
were willing to help circumvent regulations,

I don't think that bribery was too widespread.

It was impossible to use influence and mxcontact
in connection with the AVH ox Communist party.

This of course refers of coutse only to non-
Communist influence and %a contacts,

G, Maybe I am very prejudiced,but I consider the
AVH top officers mimap stupid and unintelligent,
The same applies to top army leadership,the
Russian army ® leadership and the Communist
bureaucracy,




XI1I. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. The fukx future outlook for Hungary depends entirely
on the attitude of the free world.

If the free world deserts Hungary the people at home
are willing to die rather than to tolerate the
occupation of the Russians and the inactivity

of the Vest.

I foresee znothexr revolution at home which may
mean the extinction of the Hungarian nation.

Kadar will remksm remain in power as long as the
Russisns want him to, His policy may even suxrpass
the rigor of the Rakosi regime.

ngside Hungary a war will very likely break out.
The sooner this hsppens the better for the free
world.

Both I and the people at home are in favor of not
war but only the liquidation of Communism. If this,
as I am convinced,cannot be achleved with means
other than an atomic war then let it coma.

This war in my opinion will bresk out not laterx
than in two or thres years.

I do not think that any international pressure or
other means than war will be adequate to solve the
international situation,

B. From 1948 on we were disillusioned both in our
domestic policy and our 1lnternational situstien.

Until 1949-'30 I wss way very bitter and saw the
future as hopeless. From then on theres were
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increasing signs of national unity which gave the
hope that the nation will,by itself,overthrow the
Communist yoke at home.

From 1950 on I was more and more convinced that a
revolution would come in Hungary. This hope kapti
not only me but many others going until 1956,
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IV. SOCIAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC AER IDEOLOGY

A. I consider Hungary politically mature for a truly
democratic political system. I would like a democracy
in which there would he religious frescom,which would
insure the up-bringing of morally and physicall

sound generations on whom Hungary's future can be
basead.

B. Hungarian economy should be based primarily on
sgxim agriculture but industry should not be neg-
lected entirely. Hungary is an agricultural country.
It has an scute labor zexmum resources for industxry
even if it does not have much raw materials. Emphasis
should be placed on light industry. The production

of consumer's goods would be the most important.

War industries should be abandoned.

1 am completely in favor of free enterprise.National
entexrprises should be restored to thelr former ovmers.

I am a craftsman,not a farmexr. I would nex let the
asants decide what should be done with the state
arms and cooperatives. I am certain that they will
abolish them. Both I and the people &t home are in

favor of the nationalization of transportation
facllities. 1 do not know about the iron and steel
works and mines. 1 am most positively agalnst the
nationalization of light industries,

An Independent Hungsry should conduct a sound agri-
cultu:ag policy in which there asre no compulsory

crop mmx deliveries and agricultuze is entirely free,
I think that the government should set the limit of
agriculturzl property at 500 yokes, The only exception
to this would be large estates conducting IESEEIEE.

If I were to choose between a bread znd butter dic-
tatorship and a democracy with no insured standard
of living,I would choose democracy without hesitation.

Thexe 1s no need to outlaw the Communist party in

-
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an independent Hungary. It would have no support whatever,

The ideal international situation for Hungary would be
a neutrality like that of Austria. This neut:alit¥
excludes the possibility of military relations with
any country. Hungary should conduct no cultural nox
economic relations with the Soviet Union not with

the Eastern European countries as long as they are
under Communist control.

Hungary should conduct the closest possible cultural
and economic relations with Western European countries,
and with the United States.

I read gbout plsns for a federation of Danubian
%%kwx States in connection with the %8 1848 revolu-
tion, The idea originates with Kossuth. The reali-
zation of such & plan encounters numerous diffi-
culties,but I approve of 1t and I think it will

be possible later on.

I would want Austria, Czechoslovakia,Yugoslavia and
Romania in this federation. Also #¥tum Poland.despite
the fact that Poland ies not a Danubian country.

I would not want Germany to be a membexr of the
Denubian federation., This would upset the balance
of power.

I think that many people feel sbout the federstion
the same ss I do,

The problem of Hungary's horders is & wery vitzl one,
This should be solved before the federation is under-
taken, It should be drawn on ethnical basis on peace-
ful means,

I am very dissatisfied with the treatment of the
Hungarian mema minorities in the nelghboring
countries. I think that only re-annexation can
solve thelr problems completely.

P
The problems of Hungarian minn:ities?ﬁb:Hunga:ian
boundaries are very vital ones not only to me but
to everyone in Hungazy.
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V. THE FORMATION OF FUBLIC OPINION

A. While I was in Hungarﬁ I heard about ExmKhrushchev's

secret speech at the 20t
over Western radio broadcasts. People at home knew
about this. Officially nothing wass said zbout
Khrushchev's secredt speech,

At home from Western radio broadcasts we knew about
Senator McCarthy and the Unimerican Activities
Committee. The Communist press alsn attacked Mc-
CarthI and his committee very fiercalz. I have no
definite opinion about Senator McCarthy. I did

not know enough about him to form an opinion,

(Respondent was unable to identify Pezon,)

At home I knew a former classmate of Rskonsi who
told me that mkxkthm as a schoolboy Rakosli was
idiotic and disliked by the others,

BEefore the revolution we knew that Rakosl was
married to a top Russlian Communist. We did not
knam know anything about hils private life.

B. AT home my most important source of information
was VWestern radio broadcasts. Second most important
was kx} talks with xeitbhkis rellzble friends and
acquaintances.

C. The news which I received by word of mouth was
anything sgainst Communism,

News recelved by word of mouth was less rellable
than,for example,Vestern radio breoadcasts. The
rellability depended on the degree of intelligence
of the person from whom I received the naws,

D. (This sub-section is omitted because of the
time element.)

Party Congress. I heard this
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Had the Hungarian revolution lasted three weeks

longer I am almost certain that it would have spread

to the Soviet Union. I am certaln that the Russian

pni people are very much agasinst Communism, Their

éifnkis very mmxk nearly hopeless and completely
2gax.

I think that only revolution can bring a change in
the Sovdet Union. Efxfxemaxmisziisn

1f free elections were to be held in the Soviet
Union I am almost certazin that the Communist
government would be cverthrown., But the effects
of 40 years of Communism would not diszppear
completely. 1t is very difficult to say what
kind of poliftical parties would come ¥ﬂ power,

The ® top leadership of the Soviet Unicn lusts
for power and realizes that they do not have the
5upgnrt of the people. They are motivated pri-
maxily by desire for power, Materisl advantages
are 0f less importance to them.

I think that they have only aspirations to domin-
ate the world,but have no convictions =zt all.

The only difference between the Hungarian and
the Soviet top Communists is that the Hungarians
get thelr orders fm from the Soviet,

B. Of the countries mentioned my sympathy applies
not to the governments but to the people them-
selves, This is especially true of Polend and
Bulgaria,the two countries I mwnzd zws consider
the most likable. Hungarian-Polish friendship #
is based on historical traditions, I am unable

to explain why I like Bulgaria and the Bulgarians
i® better than the others.
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the

Romania is/least sympathetlc,with Yugoslavia the second.

My dislike for them 1s based on the territorial differ-
ences between Hungary and these countries and also on
thelr o treatment of Hungarian ms minoritlies. They are
probably more Communistic than the other countries.

If free electlons were to be held in these countries,
I think Communism would immediately be overthrown.

1 think that Czechoslovakia and East Germany have the
highest and second highest standarxd of living while
Romania and Hungary have the lowest and second lowest
respectively,

The people in p Poland were satisfied with concessions
acquired by Gomulka. Thls stopped the further develop-
ment of their revolution, But such half-=olutions are

to no avail.

Gomulka will not remain in power. The people will
oust him. But even the Russians may do this &z if
they become dissatisfied with him, Gomulka 1s being
eround between two millstones,

(Respondent mentioned the Poznan revolts spnas
aﬁuntanaQUﬁly.]

The Poznan revolt had a great effect on events in
Hungarg. Iheard about events in Poland from Foreign
radlo broadcasts, The local press and racdio also

brought distorted versions of what happened in
Foznan,

There wux were some concessions In Paland before
the riots, There was more freedom of speech and
press thzn before,

The Hungarian revolution could not have {followed
the Polish pattern., Conditions were different and
the composition of the nation slso.

It would not have been better for Hungmry had the
Fungarlan revolution followed the Polish pattern.
It would have been good only for h%2R the Communists,
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D. Tito is the oxiginator of national Communism,but
I regard him as the militasry hero of Yugoslavia.

I am cexrtain that if the Yugoslav people were given
a chance to decide their form of life Tito would be
xef rejected in spite of his military recoxd. I am
not entirely certain that Tito is a Communist by
conviction,

Tito seems to be striving to help the satellites
in their relations with Moscow.

Under the exlsting s=zzem clrcumstances,Tito's relations
with the West are not the best,only satlisfactory.

1 am not very familiar with saxsitis conditions in
Yugoslavia. impression is that they are wexss
worse than in Hungary.

E. I do not think that Egypt had the right to nation-
alize the &m Suez Cznal.

1 p approve of the AMglo-French-Israell attack on
Egypt,but it would have besen more opportune at an-
other time,.

Events in Egypt in the fall of 1956 deverted attention
from Hungary and are partly to blame for the West's
failure to help us.

F. I think that the standazd of living in West Ger-
many is probably the highest in Europe today.

It is true that the Gexmans may be dangerous in as
much as they may start another war.

1 do not approve of Germany's rearmament only to
the extent that it is necessary texthka agsinst
Russla.

1 think that the West German armed forces sre not
as strong as Britain tnda;.hut they ars stronger
than the armed forces of France,
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I think that the length of militaxy sexvice in the
West Gexman axrmy is probably 18 months., I heard this
over the radio.

As occupation forces in Hungsry the German and Ruseian
armies are equally unpopuliar. But it must be afmitted
that the Cermans were more disciplined than the Russians.

G, I hear¢ about NATO and I approve of it, But the
hopes 1 fostered in connection with the NATO are
rapidly diminieshing,

The difference betwesn NATC and the Warsaw Pact is

that NATO is defensive in charactex,the Warsaw Pact
is also defensive but only en papex. Its real pur-

pose 1ls agression.,

I do.not think that the British Islabor Party is pro-

Commmunist. It probably 1s anti-Communist,and its

Equiviiant in Hungary wmatdx would be the Small Holdars'
arXx ?. i o=

The standszd of living i highest in Great Britain with
West Germeny second,Greece thirxd,Italy fourth, Eyyk
Egypt €ifth and the Soviet &x last.

He On my arrival to the United Ftxumxz States I was
most impressed by the hand bills which were dis-
ixzwk tributed to us immediately and which wsrned
us agsinst the dangers of labor exploitation. Ve
were informed of the minumum wages and were advisad
to accept sriy employment kka only through the re=-
lief agencies which were sponsoring our transpor-
tation to the Ubited States.

The United States® foreign policy 1s well intentioned
but not very forceful, It can even be czlled feeble,

I think that the United States should grant loans
to Poland and Yugoslaviz only to the extent that

it dees not serve Communist purposes and does not
perpetuate Communlism, This applies zlsc to United

]
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States aid to Huhgary.

I don't think that the United Staztes should recognize
the Kadar government,nor condoct trade negotiztions
with 1it.

I am cextain that the people at home would like to
see more Western wisiixm visitors to enable them

to scqulire a better understanding of the Hungarlan
problem. The more Western visltors that come the
better. It doesn't matter who they are by occupation.

These visitors should be warned to establish direct
contact with the Hungarian people and not to accept
the msteriz]l volunteexred to them by bhe Hungarian
government. They should also be warned to be ex-
tremely careful of their contact with Hungarlizns

in order not to get them into trouble,

I think thst the planners of the Marshall Plan
realized that poverty is the hot-bed of Communism.

They were also led by humanitarian motives,by the

gna e to help the disxrupted economies of war-tozn
urope.

The United States became ix involved in the Korean
Hh{ in order to curb the spreading of Communism in
Aslis.

Js At the time of 1ts formation 1 atiached much
hope to the United Natlons., Since then itszpxmnid
prestige has dropped to the minimum.

In October 1956 the United Nations should have
made full use of all the political advantages
offered by the Hungsrian revolution. It should
have used its entire prestige to help Hungary.
This is 2 great historical omission which can
perhaps never be remédied,

I do not expect any effectlve United Nations
action to help Hungary in the near future,
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XVII. KNOWLEDGE COF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD XXE SELECTED
PERSONALITIES

A. 1 think that the greatest Hungarian living today
is Cardinal Mindszenty, This I say despite the fact
that I am not Catholic. Cardinal Mindszenty xmmk
remained loyal to the country and to the nation,
His religious and moral principles were not abon-
doned despite Communist torture,

B, I think IMre Nagy is emotionally attached very
strongly to the Hungarian people. This is the ex-
planation for his conduct.

Lazlo Rajk is a careerist.
Erno Gero is a Rumsian agent.

Janos Kadar is & person whom I cannot understand
entirely. I spoke with a Minister of Justice em-
ployee who told me that just before the revolu-
tion Kadar lectured to them about the nead for
restoring "legality." Kadar showed his audience
marks of AVH torture left on his hudz. On the
other hand I consider Kadar absolutely at fault
for his conduct during and since the revolution,

I have confidence and faith in General Bela Kiraly.
He had a good reputation in the zrmy before his
arrest.

Anna Kethly has her merlts and convictions. She
ﬁtrnngly opposed Communism,but she is not clever
enough,

Fresident Elsenhower is well intentioned,but not
a good politician.

Secretary General Hammarsklold did not exerxise
his full authority 1n the beshalf of Hungary.
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State Secretary Dulles is an excellent statesman.

Eden is also a great statesman,but made 2 few mls-
takes.

President Truman performed excellent services in the
struggle against Communism.

In connection with Mikoyan,I conslider the entire

Russian gang as one. They are gangsters. There is
no dff difference between Mikoyan,Stalin,Malenko,
Khrushchev or Molotov.

Nehru is s conceited statesman.

Generalissimo Chiang kei-Shek is a great patriot
and loyal teo his country.

3
Ferenc Nagy was/very narrow-minded and maxxew short-
sighted prime minister.

President Roosevelt did great service to humanity,
but is responsible for admitting the Communists
into Europe.

Chancellor Adenauer is an excellent statesman who
has rebullt Germeny.

I sympathize with Generalisssimo Franco because he
saved Spain from Communism,

I don't know who Bevan is.
I don't know who QOllenauer is.

Churchill is a brilliant statesman with too much
British haughtiness.




93-M
t. 45/XVIiIi1.

XVIII. ATTITIDE TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. A small fraction of the refugees lost their hope
of life in Hungary and used the opportunity of the
revolution to leave the countzy.#

Another group left because of previous persécution.

A large number of refugees left because they feared
retaliation for thelr partécipation in the revolu-
tion and demonstrations,

Geographical location and class origin wmms were not
significant factors in the dszsim decision to leave
the country. The absense of family ties provided a

%rnater moblility to refugees. Sex neither was a f£3zk-
actor.

The mmxixiz majority of the refugees are young people
under 40.

There would have been more refugees had not the
helplessness of the United Nations and the in-
activity of the West in generzl evoked a btax
bitterness in the people in Hungary. Many people
cnuﬁd have come but in their bitterness,remained
at home,

The people at home at sorry to be separated from
friends and relatives. They bear no resentment
against the refugees and we inturn sre sorry for
them,

Assuming that everyone had the chance to come West,
I think that 30 per cent of the people still at
home would remain because of thegg age,or attach-
ment to thelr homes and possessions and memories,

B. At home I was awsre that exile politicians and
exile political organizations were active here in



the VWest,especially in the United States. Over Radio
Free Europe and other foreign radio broadcasts,l
heard about the existance of the National Council

of the American-¥ungarian Federastion, I knew that
Bela Varga,Istvan Bargnkovich,Zoltan Pfeiffer,

Imre Kovacs and others were politically active here,.

These exile politiclans and political organizations
undertook to work for Hungary under very trying =ma
moonomic and political circumstances, There was not
much they could have done.

I heard about the Hungarian National Council over
the radio. Radio Free Europe brosdcasted in detall
its activities and information concerning its mem=-
bers. I heard about the Christian Democratic Union
also over Radlo Free Europe.

I have a very favorable opinion sbout Eela Varga.
He is and always was very conslstently anti-Communist.

I first heard about Tibor Eckhardt at the age 14.
He is a very talented statesman. He was extremely
well likedk: by the peasants at home,

Paul Auer was & very valuable Hungarian poalitician.

Imre Kovacs has his merits. He gwu fought with
Peter Veres over cooperation with the Small
Holders. He also xdturnsd from Parls when Ferenc
Nagy fled from Hungary. He also has hie faults.
I believe he unl had sometBing to do with the
Peasant Party's cooperation with the Communists.

Had Charles Peyer been able to remain wx the
leader of the Hungarian Social Hemocratic paerty
after World War II,things smusd would have been#
quite different in Hungary.

Miklos M¥uw Kallay is a very nice and honest pexsen.
The same sz can be said of Zoltan Pfelffex.

My impression of Istvan Barankovics 1s vexy

favorable . I can say the same abaout Msgr., KOzl-Horxrvath.
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Bela Fabian is a very active and llkable Jew.

I am not in favor of Otto of Hapsburg return to
the Hungaxrian throne,.

I have very grest respect and admiration for
Governor Mmkiky Horthy. No one could have done
better under the Em circumstances,

I think that the people who left Hungary before
2986 1956 did thelr best but could achleve wmy
very little. They should have cooperatec more
closely with each other. Instead ithere is too
much strife and :1?3111 among the various politi-
cal groups and politiclens in exile. The out-
coma of the revolution has destroyed the pres-
tige of the Hungarian Immigrant leaders at homse.
It would be essential to create unity among
them to restome thelr lost prestige.

Yes,I thought about the Hungarlan politicians
in exile duing during the revolution. I weuid
was certain that they were doing their best
to help us.

C. I do not know um of any redefectors,nor sex3
have I heard of any. I was not awsre of the Hun-
garian/ govennment's redefection mumpaing
campaign.

D. The people at home would like most of all
to know what we arxe doing to help them,

I think that what the exiles should do now is
to0 united and work together unselfishly for
Hungary's liberatlon.

I have not joined any exlile oxganlzatlon,nor
do I wish te join anﬂ in the near future. I

am not in favor of the creation of new organi-
zations. I don't want division among the Hun-
garians in exile.
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During the revolution I was aware of the revival |
of the Hungarian political parties at home. 1 did
not approve of it, 1 did not consider the time
appropriate for such activities because they
jeopardized national unity,

I don't think that the exile groups or leaders
should have returned home to participata in
the revival of the political partles.

E, I don't know as yet whether or not I will
return to Hungary or stay here.

I most decidedlz want my children to continue
to study Hungarian here in the United States.

mET——

ik i e
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AMD LEAFLETS

A. At home I listened xagular1¥ to the Hungarian
prxograms of the B,B.C.,Voice of America,Radio
Free Europe and Radio Paris.

The B.B.C. broadcasts provided the best recep-
tion, R.F.E, programs were jammed the most.

1 listened everyday to practically all programs.
What I heard I always told others,even to persons
who were not considered reliable, What I told
them was a warning to them to behave.

I listened to these broadcasts on my own radio
in the presense of my family. VWellid not listen
to the radic in the presense of others. Ve were
careful and closed the doors and windows when
wey listened and did not tune the radio too loud.

IZ by chance I was unable to listen to foreign
radio broadcast s myself,I miwusy always re-
caivsd a faithful account of what was saild from
others,

The results from being caught listening to foreign
radio broadcssts depended largely on the person's
class origin,Party membership and his jJob.

I don't think that the danger involved in listening
to foreign radio broadcasts or speaking about them
deterred many pecple from doing so.

I think that listening to radio broadcasts and
talking about them was considered most sevexely
in 1948 to 1950, After 1953 it was less dangerous
to listen to forelgn radio broadcasts.

I think that foreing radio broadcasts in Hungazian
were very useful with slight exceptions. I liked
the B.B.C., Hungarian broadcasts best of all be-
cause they were moxe reserved and more impartial.
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All were accurate,but in general the B.B,C, programs
were considered to be the most accurate. One was able
to judge the accuracy of a certzin program on the
basis of subsequent events,

Before the revolution the Hungarian radio broadcasts
sponsored by foreign radio sg organizations raised
hopes of freedom at home.

During the revolution nn1¥ one thing was of interest

to us: What the United Nations and the West were

dwigy doing. In the first days the fmmforeign broad-

casts also served to inform people on what was goling

:E in Hungary. Contact had not yet been establishad
en,

I do not agree with the critics against Radio Free
Europe, We at home felt that Hungarians were editéng
the Radio Free Eurbpe programs. Their patriotism
sometimes led them to extremes,but this did not

have unfavorable effects on the people at home.

My impression is that foreign radios,including
R.F.E. were taken completely unaware by the revolu-
tion, This was reflected by their broadcasts. They
did not promise effective military aid duting the
revolution, They urged us to keep fighting,but we
would have done so even without Eﬁiﬂg told.

I most certainly think that Radio Free Europe
should continue its proadecasts into Hungary.

Fadio Free Europe should help establish a united
leadership of Hungarian immligrants,that is of
immigrant politicians. It should hkelp msintain
constant contact between these exiles political
leaders and the people at home.

B.I have not heard of the initials N.E.M.,n0r of
the Twelve Demands.

C. In the spring of 195¢ I,on two occasions,found
leaflets sent in by balloons,bmt by Frre Eurxope Fress.
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These leaflets were zM circulasted among the reliable
friends, TheK contained political news,pictures and
news about the Peasant union., They were very cleverly
packed and dropped by balloons.into Hungary.

I heard about these leaflets on numberous ocecasions
from reliable friends. I think thst picking up leaf-
lets,passing them on,or spesking asbout them wss more
dangerous than listening to the radio or talking
about Iexming foreign radio broadcasts. Consgquences,
sgain,depended on who the person involved was.

1 don®t think that the dmnger involved in picking
up,passing on,or speaking about foreign leaflets
deterred £ people from doing so,

Some laxity in the punishment of such ascts could
be noted in the summer of 1956,

The leaflets dropped into Hungar¥ did not have
any speciall effects., The populztion knew about
this material from radio broadcests. Its psycho-
logical effects,however,were grest, It was a
sign to the people that the West is not so far
off after all,

Yes,I think kkwk that Free Europe #mx Press should
continue dropping leaflets into Hungary.They were
useful. It would show that the West demuxmamx has not
sharfipRxthmxpanpinxatxhonexentizdxy abandoned the
people at home entirely.

D. The foreign organizations who are sending radio
broadcasts and wf leaflets into Hungary have one
aim in common. They want to spread information in
Hun?g:y which is cut off entirely from the free
woIr .

I am not aware of any differences in the motives
of the various organizations,
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KX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

The most important things that & child should be
taught are fear and love of Cod,pstriotism and
the love of freedom.

I think that it 1s necessary to discipline children
and sical punishment is also necessary,but with
moderation.

Girls are more delicate and sensltive. Therefore
they should be treated less severely and strictly
than boys.

Children should be trained to have a conscience,
With increasing age thelr sense of responsibility
and their sense of right and wrong should also
increase. This means that there is later on less
need for disciplinding.

wif older brother was already smoking. I was
11 years old and very curious to know how it felt
to smoke. brother caught me smoking his cigaretties.
He did not have a right to punish me,only my father
or mother did. But he threatened to tell my father
on me. I did not think he would do this and when
my father confronted me I tried to deny that I
smoked. My father slapped me four times for lying
and for EMﬂkiHi. I was again slapEﬂd by my fathex
at the age of 16 for staying out late. Thase wuw
wexe the only times I remember being punished
physically.

I think that in the families children between 6-10
are usually punlshed by the mothex. After 10 it is
usually the father who punishes themyand especlally
when the nature of their deeds is more severe,and
when the mother is beginning to lose her authority.

I think that girls are usually punished hy the mothex.
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I don't think that class origin has anything to do
with khexpsxsenxef which parent sdministers puni'sh=
ment at home. I don't think there has been any change
with respect to puxsaxiz parental pumizkhexmi punish-
ment during the Communist era.

The zge at which physical punishmant and punishment
in general ire abandoned usuallydepend on the nature
and character of the child,

I think that phzsical punishment for boys is abandoned
at the age of 16 to 20 and for girls at the same age.

The abandoning of physicsl punfishment slso colncides
with the abandoning of punishment in general.

I do not know of any varistions of punishemnt by
gocial class. I do not know of any effects of
Communism on the frequency or kind of parentalf
punishment,or at the age at which it 1le abandoned,

Physical punishemnt was abandoned in schools although
parents disapproved of this, Instead of physical
punishmant the children were scolded.

The traits which I value most in a friend are
sincerity, honesty, selflessness.




