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CHAHACTER DESCHIPTION

Respondent is the son of a provinelal, small villsge chief parish
clark, Una of nine children, all of whom received navertheless & good
education. Hespondent attendad the gmmacium of the Pigrist Orders;
graduatéd there and attendod thsn ths University of legal Sciences in
Budapest. He has an LLD degree, and also a lawyer's diploma, although
he never practiced a= 2 lawyer.

Subject is sincere, well<balanced, Does not display strong enotions -
neither pro nor ocon. He resigned himself, and adapted himself philosophically
and pood-himouredly to the adversitizs of 1ife and ciroumstances, le

went to wark &s a physical worksr in Bungary and quite enjoyed his work

whan he was ousted Irom office. At presant he vorks a¢ an assistant
bookkeeper for Klein's Department Stora.

He acoepts the fact that being a greenhorm and not knowing English well,
he first must get the feel of ths land and the whole Anericen way of
Iiﬂﬂﬂu

Dus to his political associations, he had quits a lot to say about
Hongarian politice and Hungarian political pervonslities.

I do not think that he is too strong physicslly, despite his size. Fe
is aimuk six~footer and drinks tons of coffes, and very etrong onas at
that, Nevertheless rathor fagged out both days toward the ond of the
afternoon.
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MAJOR SALIENC= AND WAMMAUP QUSSTION

Hespondent sums up his opinion of what he thinks are the most
important things that Americans ahould know about the events in
Rungary during the autumn of 1956 as follows:

® There is ocne thing which I haelieve is quite important and which

1 have naver heard 20 far here in the USA is that it is absclutsly
untrus that the Hungarian government or any Communist in Hungary

has called in the Hussian troope. This is not true. It was neither
Nagy nor Vero nor the Hungerisn govermment. The HRussians were already
in the country and came in without = aking.

"Then, there is something else which I believe to be wvery important.

.Th#ihﬂn Western henlsphere and Western world ought to realize that

Hunpary is not undsr a Communist rule. This is not Communism apymore-
It is neither sarxisa nor Leninisme.s«it is Colonialism...and $=x
Hungary is a colony of the Soviet Union. "
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CHRONOLOGY OF PsiSONAL EXPHIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES,
AND EXPsCTATIONS DURING THs HoVOLUTION

A Respondent gave the following sccount sbout his personal
experiences during the days of the revolution:

"0n the 22 of Cctober, I hadn't the fogglest notion about anything
that was golng to come. The whole demonstrations and the revolution

cama absolutely unawares.

"On the 23rd, I wae working in the office where I was doing translstion
work and here we heard that the University students are staging
denonstrations, and from the windows of our offices vhich were on
theduteum Boulevard, we saw the oromd that grew from minute to minute.
About seven o'clock in the evening, I picked up some relatives of mine
and we tried to go a8 near as possible to the radio bullding. This

was befare Oero spoke.

"¥y relatives brought along their smell children, and when the shooting
and fighting started at the radioc we left. However, later in the evening
we apain went out to the Munieipal park to ses the demolishad status

of Stalin.

"Regarding our feelings during the demonstratione, I believe that they
ware the sane as those of every decent Hunga: ian., We were happy; however,
peraonally, I was rather a peseimist, fnowing the Bussians, I was
convinced that in the snd, they will say that this wan a counter-
revolution shich they did, as a matter of faot,

Ulggurding the cemands,l believe that the emphasis was on the free elections,
which would have been the .eveses.. one for the liberation of Hungary.

Prime diniater Yapy was under terrific pressure and it was cleer that

he was unable to do somthing that is affective. At that time, considering
the feelingz, the elation and the enthusiansm of the paople, I do not believe
that anyone would have accaptsd any compromisss from the government.

"ivan befare the fighting started, 1 knew that the uprising will be quelled.

"HRegarding the demcnstrators, it was something quite amazaing to ses how
the simple peoples - the bas corductors, the University studenta, the workers,
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the young and the old, the children, students, everybody joimed in -
men and women alike - in the demonstrations.

"As to the organization of the denonstrations.,at that time I didn't imow
enything, Only in Vienna did I hear that the students of the University

" of Technical Sciences were the ariginators of the demonstrations, However,
from what 1 have secn, these demonstrations were quite spontansoun.
Everybody just joired snd the cromds in the streets slweys grew from

. minute to minute. After all, it wae just the bottled feelings, hatred
and bitterness that was exploding at that time."

Bs "I believe that the pescful demonstrations turned into fighting
when the first shots were fired at the radio bullding. At least, tals
was the oplnion of evorybody slse, too.

"As [ told alresdy, I never believed for a scoond that the overall
outcons of the revolution would be victory.

PAs I sald slready, I did nsver hold ths goveramsnt responsible for
calling in the Hussian troops, or any individual., The Eussisns did
not have to be callsd in. They wers there, They interfered on Hussian
comand , orders.

"As to who fought durlng ths revelution- from what 1 have sesn thers

= were young and old people = boyr and girls -women snd men =workers ,
stndents ~ the {actory worlkers {fom Cserel axmt also fought in grast
numbers .

"I 'heard that the [ighters got their srms from the military berracks.
There woe one &t theBongaria Boulevard -thes former Franois Joaeph
Barrucks. Then also, I haard, that many policemsn and even theae
stationed at the police barracks had surrendered their ermz to the
frecdon fightsrs,

"l do not believe that the freedom fighters were organised, aeither.
They were all over the city - individual groups that had a loader. “ateor
on, howevar, 1 heard that Colonel Malster was asked by the University
students to assume leadership. He was the one, who then, went to tha
Kilian barracks and became the lesder of the frecdom fipghters.

"the
. C."The days bet een the time of Soviet mikineswsk withdrewsl™ and the
"re~invasion" were the happy days of freedom. ! immediately went to the
headquarters of ths smell-holder's party whers together with (I am
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omitifing here the names respondent hae piven me); we want on to
organize the econonic politicsl section of the Small~holder's

Party and took and pot in touch with the different economic experts,
Here we were working day and night during those short three days,
trying to find the ways and means to lead the country out from chaos,

"However, L was a peasimist, eand all the time I was vory sksptical.
I even had several dlsgussione and argumsnts with the leaders of : he
Small-holdar's Party. n the 3rd of Nov. we had a meeting. Former
Mayor Kovago who i3 here in the 5 can bear me out on this., He attended
this meesting, too. Here everybody told me I am a fool. I told them
not to believe that the Hussians have loft the country. I told them
thet the troopa are dug in all around the city. We went up Tildy

who said: "Maleter is going right now to negotlate with the Hussians,
Don't be anxious." I was booed down and told that I am an idiot. This
wae gt the time when the repprts come in that the Mussian planes ars
coming in at the Tokol airpart."

"From the time of the Had Armies "return" to the time of my escaps,

I ¢id not dare to go hose, end I was in hiding at my mother-in-laws.

0f course, I knew that dus to my activitisa in the Ssall-holdar's

Party 1 must lsave the country as soon as possible. When on Sunday

at dawn, Prime dinister Magy rsad out his proclomation om the wireless
asking the help of the Weat, stating again Munpary's neutrality, and
informdng the publiec that the Yussinns are invading Hungar-y, Ddoms
everybody had to realies finally that the end had come and the bloodshed
is poing to start.”

Do Whan askad vhether ha thought that on the shole Hungary has gsined
because of the revolution, respondent said:

*Inmonnely. First of all, Hungs:y hss done a goat harm to the Sovist
by exposing its methods and aims. Secondly, the Western Communists have
also finelly realized what Sovist Communism msans, and finally, I hope
even the most Stupid peliticlans in the Yest have realiszed what aime
the Soviet Union has."
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EXP-:LTATIONS OF HELP FHOJ THe YEST DURING THE HEVOLUTIOR

As "Personally I did not expect anything from the West because I know
that the USA is scared of war.

"Hovever, people at home did expect that the ¥West would at leaaot send
in the UN troops. Even the Russians expected & move on the part of the
Wast because of those / days they s llowed us to remain frea wers anly
A stratepic "wait" on the part of the Russians. They were maiting
thers, sitting tight, to see how the Wast would react.”

Hespondent did not come into contect with amny foreigners between
Oet. 23 and the time of his escape.
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITULES

A Hospordent gave the following account g bout his own family
background:

ily father was ghief paryish clerk in the small village of
Sgentmartoniata in County Fest. We were nine onildren, but he
almays had the meanz to give us the beat of sdusstion., Wa lived
well; w2 had servante snd he had alrays had an adequate income.
0f course I cannot remember how much he sarmsd, but he also had
scme land jwe grew our oen vejetables, our own pouliry, ete. Since
the family was so big, mother also worked part time. X she

wu:2 the postmistrees of the villags.

"My father waz an high school graduate and he also had two years

college in order to apply for the post of a =makhwmoeomiwmionx parish clerks
Hothor was aduceted at a nun's convent and she had eight grades, and
after thst sttended special training couras for postmastership.

B." dgmrding social classes in Fungery since 1945, theors was what

I wonld call a clasaless soclely. Before that there was the peasa: s,
the workers, the intsllectuals which eould be divided into two parte-
the middla and tha npper class:

"The intellectusl class, has, of course, has during those eleven years
bean oppressed to the extreme, and 1 belleve that this was the class was
the hardest hit by Communism.

" Myaelf, I bslong to the intellectusl eclass.

"When I waa & worker in the ventian~blind factory, of course I had
contacts with this class -~ this was tha class moat disillusioned in
Communism, and not even during Communiem did it become wholahea.tedly
Comunistic. They were exploited by tha State to tha vtmost.

"I slso have talked a great deal with tha peasants inthe countryeide
and know how much they wero exploited by the ragime end they were

terri Gy wnhappy., 1 believe that the Hungarian vensantry i= the lnekbona
of the Hongarian nation.
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"The intellsctual clase is suffering most, not only bacause of
matarial warriss but because they are oppreassd epiritually.

The ssssvscnsssss.and oppression of naticnal feeling, and naticnal
pride, etc. is worse then anything. bverything that is Hungarian
and that ia paticpal iz determined b the Runsians,

4] do not know very much about ths different classes felt about

each other Wt I have seen was that the mrormcembristrrmuissns
eoooxxex  barriers had fellan down becauwse of the mutual suffering
and ths mutual wrong everybody had to accept, sonshow welded topether
 the different classos, and Lhis is how the society beceme classless
and not the way hor the Yormunlsta wented to have it.

B 7It ia very essy to say hor an individual aight advance himself
in Communist Hungsrys He must be an opportunist, but he must be

A talented aclor =0 as to make the regine hs 18 & mewerx commumist.
This 1= not so sasy: “f course, the political vieme gre the mest
Amportant. Then couss class origing and talent comes only last.

fln 1954, it was comparatively easy to get a job and to pat shesd

for anyone who war 8 class alien. Bul later on, when they introduced
the cedre files mebudiem in the systsa - this was whether or not you
eould get ahoad under the repimes

"in 1954, when Prime dinister Hegy was first prime ministar, } do not
think that the changs was genuine. This came sbout on dosoow's ordar.

"Hovertheless, I would like to point out that during the twelve years
of “ommunist ragima, - have not mut & convinced and all-and-out
Communist. When you had opportunityd to talk to even the big-shote
all voliced their disillusions.”

Dy "™0f coursa thers ars groupe that pet out more of the society than
they deserve, and these are the Communist Party big~ghot and the fellow=

travelars, These pesonle esrn three times nora than anybody else, and
are like the drones in soclety of the bees and don't work at all. Thesa

are tha new class - the aristocracy. They are cruel, gresdy and
unsducated and stupdd.
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FALILY LIFE UNDaH COMMUONISM

As "Family Llife in Hungary has been thoreughly demoralized undar

the Communist regime. ! cannot say this, of course, about my om

family. I am married; I have no children, and our family continued

undar the Communist regime as it did before. . belleve that there

wers 211 three kinds of fanilles under the communist repime as you

mention«d them tu ma - those, who femilies grew zpart and the children

gret away from the parents; also, famllies that grew closer topethar

undsr the communint regime, and the fantly lelt safe within tha fanily;

and also there were families that were not muchly influsnced by the

communist repgime and 11fe went on much as befars, but I think that

there war also s fourth typs of fanily under the ecomnunist reglme vhich

®an very typical of the regime. Theve were the cadre psople who ware |
ghosen by the Farty for their pood political viewe and socisl backgroand. |
Thess paople rho were of very humble origin were elavated by the Farty |
end put intd resporsible jobs. This man was a proletarisn Gut at the |
Farty's rules, he somehow got a kind of a superficial polish; now then .
what haprened and was this men all of & sudden found out that his wife ok
i3 an uneducated,prinitive unkept slut, and then either divorced her ||
or they led a hsll of a married life.

"1 telieve that the type two, the family that grew closer together under
the regime was the mocst typical for the Hungarian families. The home
that meant also your homeland and sverything thet is Hunpsiisn and natlonal.

B "darrisge in Hungary went wory sasily on the rocks under the communiats
not only for the very reason that peonle wers over-tired, jumpy snd nervous
and never had enouph monsy, but also bacause mxey divorce was nade assy.
Formarly, in Hungnry, you could not divorce with smutunl conssnt, New

tha Comunist started this forulp, so after five yeare of sepm ation

you could get a divorea - even in abeenties

"1 attribute the great number of illegitinate children to the difforent
pionser DIGE coeducationsl campsj furtnermore, that the communist regime
stetad at full tlaet that 1t an honor for & girl to bring children into
tha world.

"Progtitution was prohibited in Hungery bnt continued in the otraeis,
nevartheless, The diflsrence only was that before the communist reginas,
the pro&titutes livad In the cat houmes and wers subject to woekly madical
=ontrol; now thess becams taxi-drivers or took up some respectabls job and
centinued with their way of living.n
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Regarding the sexual morality of a convinced communist, this

is very diffioult to give an opinion on, becsus. as 1 have previously
gaid, I have nevar met a convinced communist. Such a thing doesnit
exiat-"

M only have heard, for instance, that Hrie Jdolnar, one of the big
shots in the Comunist govermmant in Hungary wanted to divorce his
wife, but the Party did not lat hla, so he always had - how should
I say, girl=friend."

Ca "I indead had & good friend bafore 1948 who joined the Communist
Party. I immedietely broke off with him. I do not beliave that
frigndahip cen continua by keeping politics out of it, Anyone who

Joins the Farty is not a good Hungarian. Somghow, my wife and I

aglwaye felt that these peoples who joined the Party whether by conwietien
or xkimx out of sheor opportunity are liks lspers. Ve just didn't

mant %o have anything to do with them anymore,."

D: When asked zbout juvenile delinquency in Hunpgary, respondent sald:
"I can tell you juvenile delinguancy is much higher heres in the USA
than anyrhere elsea-"

"The Conmunlst press never carried rews about juvenile delinguency.
They alveyr played down the incregs d‘m ripinel setivities altogether
Crine was not a topie in the Hungarlan Bﬁ!‘l& ; neverthelese we lmew

that the j venils delinquency and other crimen had inereasad. Ufficlally
Juveniles delinqusncy is wilflul loitering. Becaure of this, this type

of behavior can be found in the fact that children, especislly of Lhe
¥orking class, have to attend day schools and nursaries because the
parants are working. The age of the young juvenile delinquent is omually
in the tesns betveen 15 and 18. They mostly commit théeving, and petty
pffenses.

"Ths Jempecs is a tesn-ager who apes the American wsy of dressing,
behaving and dancing, and therafore is ostracised by the rajime.
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Ae "I believe that religion played an important part in Kungarian 1ife
because sverybody took a more active part in the ectivities of the
church than btefore: For instance, at Christman, the midnight Meeses
ware so much attendsd that people had to stand out in the atraets. Also,
more people attanded church regularly.™

"In my opinion, it man the KHoman Catholic religion that was hardeat hit
because this religion is strongest in Hungary and zlsc becausns it has
such & stromg internatienal backing. Furthermore, the Commmist regine
resurited the pomer of Aome."

"I do pot imow Smoekaxesiixiss to which extent ckther religione were
affscted or kit by the reglms, because desspite that my wife is Protestant,
aince 1945 she never altends a Protestant church befause she Tioewpuockios
had no more respect for the church, a leader of whish, Tildy, hes becons
a traitor of the nation,”

"Homan Catholic religion is & balwark agsinst Communiss in Hungsry
bscauea it oppones Casmunism in svary respect."

B "Heligion plays an important part in my life. I was educated by the
Friorist (7) Fathera. I'm a religlous man alihough no bigott. I ettand
church regularly. 5t. Therese of Lisisux is the patron of ocur family.

I belisva that religion is a stronger factor in my 1ife than in the 1ife
of my parents. I also believe myself to be about as much meligious as
the sverags person in Hungary is."

Cs "In my opinion; church and state should be lept quits separate: Thay
ought to be independents However, 50 as the prissts of avery religion be
@ble to lopk after rellgious matters, the state ought to assure them a
Living."

"The role of the churches in edvoption i very important to my wming,
gspecially regarding naral standara."

"1 belisve that churchse should pe% a= couneelors enly when sotting moral
codon and standards in such thinge as movies, plays, booka, stoe I'm
thinking, for instance, of a state boerd . Tha churchas could then
have membership at such 8 board =nd act as advisora."

"Howmevar, no priesta should tale active part in politics in =n
independent Hungary. This is no good.*
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D.  "To my mind, the Jewish religion itsel? has also baen hurt by
Communisms They mere mostly chargad vwith Zicnism. Neverthaless, it
was maybe less hurt than the others. Catholic religion came lirst,
then the Protestante, and only last the Jewish xadg religloa.”

"iapgerding the sttitudss of Jews tomards Commumism, 1 believs that thoy
have made a2 dangorous mistake. IMs Jows came hack drom the concentration
campa Tillod with animosity and kxis hetred. The Communist regime very
quiclly saw that they have willing tocls in their hande , and in 1945
tha top ranking AVH people were wmewickmg rocruited from the Jéws who were
out for an ell and out vengsance."

"he Jewry later on however reelized thet they wers only used for dirty
jobs and vary many of them then turned againot Communism. After all,
it was patural, because the rich Jews and the Jewish merchante were
deprived of treir jobe and their possessione Juet as much as evarybody
glae was,"

"there were many Jews who joined the Communist party. Thess have sean
in Communism the snemy of Hitler."

WAw €ar sa I can recall, very few Jews attended the demonstrations and
the fighting. However, I would like tc point out that curing the
revolution thure wmas no anti-Semitism at all.”

"Whsther or not the Jews mant an indepsndent Hungary, this is very
diffiecult to tux say. The Jewish pecple always think in the exlremes
snd maybe they are scersd of pogroms. I do not know, You kmow, history

repsats itsslf. Vhen the Jews csme teck frem the concentration camp, they

have ssen an aneny in every Christien man and havae assoclated the
strocities the Nazis have committed with every other Christian, WNow, of
couras, the simple people sssociate likewise the C and AVH men and the
Comnunista in avery Jews I expect this is the answer,"

-

¥
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VIII, THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH.

As “Of course, I consider young people bebweer 14 and 25 to belong to
vhat we call Hungariasn youth."

B “"Hungnrian youth played a leading part in the revolution. This, of
course, 13 due to the naturs of the young peopla. Tho youngaters ihey
are full of enthosissm snd less critical of sverything."

"Mhe oldsr jenerztion, of course, lsoks the elen. Furthermore, people
1ike me vho have families and see a little bit ‘urther oras always
ressming. Young people sometimes run head on the wall."

"During the revolution, we, the clder peotle, lound it sonshow quite
natural that the young peopls assumed the leadership and weg weras very
proud of them, Nevartheless, it was a little bit unexpected that juat
thess young people who wers aducated under the Cocomunist regime behaved
as they <¢id."

(I left out paragraph C. Hespondent has ne children, so could not tell
sbout sehnola and sducational system in Hungary during the last 10 years.)

T. "It is vary easy Lo explain the ycuth's reaction to Communist
indootrination. After all, the mere facts have comtradicted the theory.
Beaides, Comnunist ideology is contrary %o humnun nature. 1 think thie ia
the sxplmmtion."

"Yooth rejected indoctrination becauss they very soom found out tho web
of lies., Also because they were unable to gat ahsad onder the Communist

rogimes”

"There vus a proup of young people who were aympabthizing with Communism.
Thesas ware the so-cnlled Cader boys, who wers educated, for instance, at
the Lenin Institute, and other collegea. Theas youngsters came from 2
very lew cless and the great swrprise was vhen tha students ol the Lanin
Gollege became the leaders of the revolution. OSone of these boys wers
even talkon to Hoscow for summar courses. So they could judge for them-
gglvea how life under Commpnism is."

N W
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X, THsa BCONGIIC LIFE.

A: "Despite that I made quite a good living in the lasat years in
Hungary, I could never make both ends meet. Prices were terribly high.
We had, for instance, to pay 30 forints for one kileogrum of meat, and
even this was very scarce. We had to quea up."

"Hegarding elothing, I can give you what one fact. I could not afford
to buy myself & new suit since 1940. Ths clothing you received was
expansive and very bad."

"Housing was a problem in Hungary. We were lucky, though, because we
were able to stay in our old spartment. However, the rent mas se high
that we had to take a temant and we had to sublet one pert of our

spartment. Altogethar there waa a greet shortage of gpertments in
Bﬂlﬂﬂa'

"1 would have considered it a great luxury to ride a taxi while I
was in Hungary."”

"Of the above menticned, clothing posed me the greatest difficulty."

"OUn the whole, I can eay that our standard of living has declined
terrifically since 1945. I would put it to about 1/5 of the standard
in 1955. And all this due to the prices of everything. Ore kilogram
of coffee, for instance, was 400 forints."

"Our living standard has steadily declinad from 1948, I cannot ressmber
that it was slightly better ever."

"Paople I knew were better off then any others were were the physicians.
These people, even though they were employed by the state, could still
continue with their private practice, and sincs the care you received
under the state health insurance plan wes not so good, peopls rather want
to see their omm private doctors.”

"The answer to why the Hungarian standard of 1living wan so low during the
last eight years is very simple; it was the organired and regular
exploitetion of the country by the Soviet Union and the Sovist coloniza-
tien of Hungary."

B. "My sarnings per month, in 1956, wera betwesn 2,200 to 3,000 forints
per month, !y wife did not work therefore. Howaver, oven this was not
enough to indulge in eny luxuries.n
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C. '"Wa always bought our food in state stores, where, of course, the
quality was not so good, and the prices, on the other hand, were lower.
flegarding clothing, as I told you before, since 1940 we never bought
anything. Small items we needed we bLought at the state steores."

"Retsil distribtution in Hungary mus & complete failure. I think this
mas cdus to disorganization and also to the shortage of goods. TFurther-
more, Ixmncomrmoomodtest the lack of transportation and ehortage of
vehiclea probably played a grest part in this."

"Spare parts were simply wmobtsinsble sonetimes. It vary often happened
that, for instancve, spare parte for those cars which were manufactured
in Hungary at Csepel were also uncbtainable; especially short supply Mo
was oonstantly meat, butter, then scsp, sewing thread, nesdles, etec.™

"The black market was flourishing undsr the Communist regime and mainly
in foodstuffs, Usually the pessants cams to the cities and brought their
producta. This is how we also very often bought food. Than resl lesthsr
shoes, and good shoes, were in great demend on the black msrket. The
prices, of course, ware much higher, but it was worthwhile to pay the
difference."

"I do not think thet the authorities cars vary much now zbout the black
marketearing except in gold and in poldan watches, for instance. This
is still very strictly controllad."

Do Hegarding working conditions, respondent gave the following informations

"The past three years, as I said, I worked at the sclantific institute of
traffic problems as a translator and in the last years a5 huad of the
documentation section. We worked from 8 in the morning until 4 in the
afternoon, with & half an hour lunch break. I walked to =ay office, which
took me about 15 minutes. Having receivedfres licenses as an official
transletor, and besidss I lmew something ebout autompbiles, 1t wasr my om
cholce, and also the only place where I could really get a job. So I
quite liked my work. I camnot spesak about the relationa with superiors,
because I was the boss there. I had one engineer and one typlet under me
ip this section: ®ethmx Both were extremely wall qualified people and the
relationship between the three of us wae axtremely good snd friendly. We
were all the three of us good reactionaries. The director of the




Institute was an old friend of aine and so we got on very well togsthar,”

Hegarding the Hungerian vacation, heslth and compensation program,
respondent had the following to say:

"The vacation program would have beon a very good ons, but it worked on
paper only. There wers vary few resorts comparsd to the number
of the warkers who ware entitled to vacations, and the party or the trade
union had a say in it."

"The health program was also well thought up program. You were entitled
to 60 % of the last three month aversgs of your sslary if you were sick,
after you have served at least one year with the same company. You could
aleo stay in the hospital for 6 months, for instance. So, in principle,
it was good, Hut the trouble was that EEsxpezz=wma thece mas a shortage
of personnel, especially physicians, and therefore, the doctors could not
spend enough time on the examination of the patisnts."

"People who received pensions were very bad off, because pensionz paid off
by the Communists was extremely little. I have heard thet the pension
program has bteen revised now by the regims."

When asked vhere he would have preferred to live, in the country or in

the city while he was in Hungary, respondent voiced his preferencs for |
the city, for the reason that he has zlways lived nmore or less in the

city since he was = grown up person, and zfter all he liked this kind

of 1ife better.

According to respondent, the city workers had a much better dist in
Communist Hungary bscause the regime always tried to plugse the working
classas.

The standard of living was alsc higher in the cities, sccording to
respondent, and also, politiecally, éverybedy had an sasier tims in the
city. It was easler to get lost in the crowd, said respondent, and in the
country, and at small provincial places, sverybody lmows everybody olee-

When collectivisation was firat introduced into Hungsry, according to
responcent, everybody knew what was coming end nobedy expacted anything
good ocut of the whols system. And this dus only to the character of tha
Hungarisn oceagant, who liked individual Tfarming and not shesr slavery,
bacause this is what finally the collectivisation amounted to in Hungery
as carried out and practiced by the Communist regime, spid respondent.
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He also mentioned that in 1952, under Srime Jdinister Nagy, the
Colleotives had disaolved.

According to respondant, the well-to-do peasant, who was called Kulak,
had no word to say regarding collectivimation, because his lend was
taken away anyray. But evan the less well-to-do, less well off
peasants, were also strongly apainst the eollective systen.
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THeE POLITICAL LIFE

As Respondent gave the following account regerding his interests in
in politice befars 1945:

"In 1945 when the Hungarian coalition cabinet was still in power, I

took part in the recrganization of the small-holder's party all over the county
nnd having been employed by the MAVAG, I orgenized a perty branch within

this enterprise, with the resutl that very somm I was saoked.

"] sympethized withtha small-holder's pnrty bacause this perty axpressed
best my political ideas, and the program of this party wns democratic and
national. Also, it was the party that oppossed the strongest the

conmunist docgrine.

"My feelin a about the Communist Farty in 1918 and 1919 were the same

a8 now. Mexfrxityr The whole family of ours sharsd the same opinion. In
fact, one of my brothare tock psrt in the fipghtings ageinst the regims cof
Bela Bels Nun. All my family shared my opinion that not only coomunism,
but even the slightest leanings toward the left would cause ths downfall
of the country.

My attitudes toward the conmunist party have only changsd to the affect
that I hate them even more consciously if I could ssy it this way, end
just because as everyihody else I have found out the true aims of the
comnmunists, which iz world dominigtion. I do not see any difference betwean
them and Hitler.

Bs " Since 1948, peonle have joined the cammunist party mostly for better
pieces of bread, I believe, and of course, thay were the opnortunists and
those who wanted to get ahsad in their cersera by all mesans.

“The attitude to the Party csn be judged if you talk to these peoole
under your eyes. Fo s ound=minded person can maintain that commumism i3 for
the good of a nation.

"Party policles did undergo & change during the last edght years. The graatest
change came about undar the first Prime #finistership of Yagy. But this was
only due to Loscow's changs of heart also, Evarything in Hungary and in

the aaltellite nations happened according to how the wind blew I'rim Moswew.
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"I did not know the differences within the Party becauvsa I had very
littla contact with Party members.

"And for the same reason, I slso do not lmow amything shout the Farty
morale, and whether or not it has changed., I only remember that often when
I hed to go to some state offices that once I found the ploturn of Bakoosi
and Stalin. A coupls of weeks later these wers taken dowvn and then put
back a pain. It was downright silly.

"In my opinion, the top lesaders of the Fungerian Communiet Party are

selling our country to the Scviet Union wholesale and thiésfxke every

good Hungarian lnows. The collactive aims of the communist leadarship
is to make satellite natlcn a colony out of Hungary.

"The persomal aims are also to maintain their webl-oaid top jobs. Thay
are all traitors.

"l do not bellave that any of the Party blg-wipgs is an all and out
convinced Communist. Anyway, I never met ons. only one I consider
a® 8 true fanatle ie Gero. He 1a the type of person who repeats ocliches,
and who doge not tolerate any miorkk critiotisn.

"1 consider them even dialolic peopls on the vhole, who willfully sell
out the country to the Soviet Union. I think that there is enly a very
small, negligible percentage of the Party top leaders wio gere stunid
antugn to believe in Communisme

"l do not think that it will be a problem what to do with tha Hunparian
top Communists when and if ever Hungary becomes independent, because
they by that time will have: left =~ all of them - for the Soviat Union:"

Co "Hegarding opposition to the Communist povernment bef'ore the revoluticnm,
as fsr as I have sean and witnessed and lknown, noome in Hungary was

wholshea tedly behind eny Jjob, oo this weas already was kind of an opoeosition.
More I cannot say hecause there were lots of rumours bty the slow-doen of
plants, and of satatoge. Once 1 heard sbout large scale sabotage in the

coal mines, but of course these rumours could never be chacked.”

When asked about the activities of the intellectuals and what hs knew
about them, respondeant said:

"The first siga of the activities of the intellectuals becanz: lmown
undar the Prime Ministership of Imry legy. &% that time. the Literary
mapazines published for the firat time strong oriticism and voiced
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theopinion of the nation against the Commuonist regime, This paper
FILLER was sold for ten forints on the blsck market. However, I have
not heard about the Petofi Circle - only curing the revoluticm. It was
gquit: definite why the intellectuals stood up &painet the regime. After
all, an author will always be unable to produce a slanted and directed
bock or poem, or vrhataver else he writes."
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THx APPARATUS OF POVER
A. When asked his opinion about the secret police, respondant said:

"As I mentioned before the communists hatd a devilish plan snd used

the Hungarian Jews in 1945 for their own purposes. They recruited the
top eachelon of the AVHE from that. It was very easy to get these people,
who were 8o full up of vengeance,trained for their evil purposes.

"However, there was a difference between the AVH top eschelon and the
files and ranks. While I wss a mechanic for the wanetian blind factory,
once I had to go and put up these blinds at the AVH barracks on the
Svabhegy. Here I had opportunity to teslk to the boys who wers serving
in the ranks, ¥xim They did not know, nor neither did the AVH officars
of my bzokground. The rank and file AVH were young peopls who wers
serving their ~compulsory service and were sssigned to tha AVH. Thase
boys talked freely to ne, end were full of complaint and very unhaopy "
lespondent ,neither did his family nor his friends have persomal
experience with AVH men or their mat'ers.

Hespondent did never know of any AVH man whe wented to leave the AVH,
wvho suffered remorse, elc.

Respondent was of the opinion when Hungary whem becomss independent, the
AVH people should be tried individunally.

According to respondent, the regular police as compared with ths AVH was
quite different; and also, as the years went by, more and mors men of
the r. gular force became comnunists. After all, according %o r espondent
the majority of the regular police force came from among the Hungarian

peasantry.

"luring the revolution, it was also to be seen how tha regular nolice
felt about it ~ the regime, They went,swwlw> openly, ovar to the fre-dom
fighters - not only handing over their ams but very often fighting
together with them. Young pecple to vhom I have tAkked have confirmed
this and told me the above."

BE"Hegarding the activities of the Hungarian courts bafors 1945, I must
enmphasize that the Hungarian courts were ths examples of classic and of
the claesically independent and absclutely fair, courts.
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"The People's Courts in 1945-47 were just the contrary. They were
acting on Farty crders, and wera not indspendent courts but party
courta,

"The sentences were therefore accordingly biased.

St koo oo odd ke Seonoae

PIncidentally, to pass a judgment or ™ssr eriminal" is somewhat |
paradoxicall Euf-lum.! it ssems that the idea is that the victor in a

wer is never guilty., Seal@ssy and his fellow travelsrs, were after all
against civilians, and commited crimes against eiviliens soc I do not
see W1y they are called 'war eriminals'. They could have been called
Just plain erimipals, and they wers guilty by all means.in a war whan
ﬁl soldisrs ars facing each other es5 ecnemies, none of them is pullty

murdar.?

Cs In reference to the Hungerien Army, respondent said the followingi

"As far as 4 have seen Bungarisn people's have failed to sec pt the
Communist point of view because of its role during the revolution.
Conmuniat indoctrimation had no effect on any Hungarisn soldier. I was
told by a friend of mine from Esstefgom that for Instance, the regiment
from t ere, wes crdered to put up to take part in the fighting. The
con.ander of his regiment who, by the wey, was of veryr humble origin

= & former master sergeant who becams & colonel in the new army - told
his men "Gentlemen™ (he did not use the word comrads)™e sretold te
ki fight in Bodapest aga nat eh Hungarians. I advise you all to mot
according to your own judgnent. " This colonal was the one who w 8
killed in front of the radio be!ldging later on when he eteood up and
shouted "You dirty dogs. Tou arz killing your own people=t

H.spondent had only second hand accounts about the behaviour of the
Hungarian troope during the rovalution bacaus he went 4in hiding betwesn
the return of the Soviet troope and his departure from Hungary.

Respondent sisd that he was not however surprised by tha Army's behavicur
daring the revolution, becruse it was a proof of the unity of the
Hungarian people and their feeling sgsinat the Soviet opprassion. He

sind that everybody thought it quite natursl,

Respondent's experiences with life in the Arsy werwe ss follows:
In 1940 kmsxsrwsdxewx resnondent was chlled in from the so~called secard
grads reaerve and he sarved a monthe As such, he had to serve among tha




M=-92
HLR XII/ 25

rank and file and his highest rank attained was that of corporal.
He was statiomed in Transylvania - the eastern pa:t of Hungay which
at that time was returned to Fungacy. After five months, he was
demobilized.

In 1942, he was called up again and sent on to the Hunsien front. Hers
ha was wounded,

According to respondent, tha officere in his unit which was & mechanized
unit, were very efficient. They were carcer officers..the N.C.C.'s too
ware drivers in tivilian 1ife. According to respondent thair spirit was
very good, Since most of them shared the same political views,

respondent told that they did not talk mucha bout politica. In July 1943,
respondant was wounded and taken ‘o a field hospital - firast at Nursk

and later on to Vienna. Sinoe he wss shellshocked, he was put into the
Reserve apgain, and later on inl943, called up but only for offlcer's work.

Due to his ape, respondent did not serve in the so-called FPsople's Army
and could not give any information on that.

B. When asked whether or not Hungerian feelings about the Hussian Army
are dues to the events of 1848, respondent ssid!

nit is guite silly to trace back the Hungarian feelings about the

Russian aArmy to 1847, The only reeson for the universel hatred that

is prevailing apepinst the Russians troops can be tracad for thelir bshaviour
in 1944 and '45 when theymme aa liberators and thay raped and looted the

countiry.

"idyself, and my family did not expect anything good of the Hussians
before theye ntered the country becsuse after sll I had been in Ruseis
and lmew vhat to expect. I also warned everyone else that what the Oermans
were saylngabout ths Hussians - troops- is pot propoganda -.it is the
goapal truth. While in Hussia, I of'ten talked to the Rusaian peasnatn
there apd I canstate mddax without any mrejudice that the Russian peopls
are good and meek and hate the Soviet system wholeheartedly, but I lmew
what to expact from the Army."

Respondent told of his e xparience with the Hussisn Aruy inl945 when he
was rounded up in the strast togethars with many other men for checking
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their identity- at lesst this is what the Huselans told them., Thay ware
taken to & house that has no windows, and guarded there by Russian
-soldiers during the night. This was in January, and it was beastly cold.
At dawn, however, they found out that the guards had disappearsd- and
gome cut to the city - probably to loot and to drink, #o all of them -
about 600 just hied out of the hous and wenl home.

Heappndent's attitude has not changed since bacauss as he said they

didn t give any proof of being better tnan they were at that time. However,
he w2 unable to learn more about the Hus<ian troops in Hungary because
fraterpication was atrictly prohibited, and the Hungarians refrained from
freternizing , too,

"As to the sctions and reactions of the Hussian scldiers during the

revolution, I myself saw the sham, capitalization of serveral Hussian

tanks but L do not belisve that this was enuine. I ¢id not hoar of sny (4a.i)
Sqviet =oldiers having deserted or of having fought on the alds of

H ngarians.

E. Kespondent said that he did not imow whether or not local povernment
offioials wers willing to forget the news gnd help peopla in troubls.

F. Hespordent didn,t know whether or pot it was poseible to use bribes
or to pull the ropes in ordsr to gat some of the regulations,

G: The only groups and pasple about which respondent could pet amy
information regarding their efficiency and competencs were public

of ficial administration officers. Hesoondent was of the opinion that

it waas frightening to see what lox quality people wers holding high

posts and uneducntad and unefficent paople were in tha public adminietration.
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ASSESSU=NT OF FUTURE PROSPLCTS FOR HUNGALY
A. Hespondent's views reparding Hungaryes future were as follows:

"l'm convinced that the situwation will deteriorate in Hungary, and
it is guite hopeless also for the next few yesra. As long as the
Russian troops are stationed in Hungary and 1 do not belleve that
they will leave - no change can be expected, The Hussisns have
decided that Hungary is going to become a colony of the Sovist
Empire and thad therefare of their own free will they will never
leave this country.

"iithin Hungary, there is, of course, a passive resistance, but
no other can ba shown. HRedar is acting under d%scor's command.

"Outaide Hungary, I do not axpact and do not hope, for any actions
of the West which might influesnce Huhgacy's immediste future.
Russian policy in the future might be dictated by the Arny and

end up in a military dictatorship which will be even worse rerarding
their foreign policy-

"Poland-type likes solution is a fake and I do not think that anybody
in Hungery, including myself, would accept ome. After 2ll, in the
course of history Hussia so far has never kept her word, so why should
she in the case of Poland.

"Wer only can solve the problem of moutheastern Ewrope, and I do not
think that if s war breaks ocut you cap have to pick your choioce
regarding the weapons. I am quite convinced that war will occur betwean
East and West, and it only depends when Wastern Cermany will be

ready for ft. Not only militarily but ..cevese...otion.

"International pre sure on the Soviet Union will have no effect whatscsvar.
The Soviet Union can only be impressed by the number of divisions. This
is an old story."

B: According to respon‘ent a ganeral cpinion regard ng the prospects of
Hungary %m of ths last ten years was, so long as ths West does not
gquai'e sccounts {imally with the Soviet Union, no hopes be fostered for
a radlcal changse.
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SOCIAL POLITICAL, AND =CONGWIC IDEOLOGY

l- LI AR AR MRl CL 0

"In &an inderendent Hungary, I would like to ses Wastern damocratic
system. The kind of program as endorsed by the Smallholder's Perty;

in short, resl amd trus damoeracy coupled with the implementation of
the sound land reforme I would like to see freedom of raligiom and
fraedom of press and all hupan fresdom rights to be exercised. I wonld
like to have & coslition poverrment and a multiple party ruls - party
parliament - well executsd - sccial segurities system and a high
standard of living - adequate wages for the working class and & five-
day week."

T YR X BN Tk MM T NERYE

B, "I balieve thet a free Hungary shculd emphasiszs agriculturs and
the light industry only. Hungary after all has been an sgricultural
country for several hundred years — if not thousends. I beliewve that
in agriculture great attention should be paid to the quality of the
agricultural products. 1 think that besides the growing of wheet and
corn, live-stock breeding ahould be & major part of Hungerdan
Imﬁﬂtﬂrﬂﬂ

"The light industry on the other hend should produce thes comsumer
commodities.

"If the Comnunist regime were overthrown, 1 advocate that the nationsl

enterprises be returned to their rightful ownars. The same refers to

the different kolkhowes and state farns. Of course, 2 sound end just

land reform cught to ba carrded out. Certainly if peonls desire to

participate volunta~ily in a co-operative, let them do so by all means.®
L]

Regarding the kind of goverrment he would like to sse in an indspendent
Hungary, respondent had the following idess:

"I weuld legve the mines and soms of the heavy industriss thet resain

in tke hands of the stats a= it was before - vater, pas, electricity

and ‘he the utilities altogether should remain municipal, also as before.
However, tobacco growing, and cistilling, I would leawe om stats mimopaly,
as before the mar.

"The light industry, I would return to private ormerzii 0, by all meaans,
but the state shoiuld havae s sy it the forelin trad-, and in tha foreim
carrency managemsnt.
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"On the whole the state should only direct and support, but not
caumand agriculture) in Mungary, by means of loans.

"l belisve that the maximum limit of land anvone person or family
may own, could ba put at 300 ascres if well-planned land reform is
being carried out.™

TWhen asked what kind of goverrment he would like to sea in an
irdependent Hungary, respondent chose the first king -~ that is the
one that puaranteed personal freedoms of the individual. After all,
if we are free and are chosing our own government end our own
Parliament, this povernment and this Parliament will govern the
ceountry in & way that everybody who wants to work will be abls to
do and ea'na decent wapes-"

To the gquestion as to whather or not he is in favor of outlawing
the Conmunist Party in an {ndependent Hungary, respondent said:
"Certainly not. This is contrary to personal fresdom and freedom

of s peach, but after twelve years of communism, the Comunist Party
would have no memebers anyvwey in Hungsry.®

Respondent ‘s ideas about the position he would want Hungsry to have
IDZALLY were completaly independent state similar to Austria.

Haspondent refuted any relations military, economic or cultural
with the Soviet Union. Ha would liks to see trads and connercial
relations only with the Eastern Luropean states but with the rest
of turope and the United States, he would weleome trace and cultural
relations.

Hespondent hes knosm, of course, of the idea of the Usnublan state
Federation and he thought it to be a very sound idea, if the conplete
neutrality of such a Federation 1s maintained. slespondent ssid:

"It would be a very good solution for the whole Bastern European probloem,
however, this is not a new idea. Hossuil, more than a hundred years ago,
has already been strongly in faver of such a unlon. Howaver, I ges a

a greaat hitch of such & union and this is the language barrier. I should
like to see Cpeckoslovalda, Austria, Hungary and Poland included in this
Foderation , And I beliave that thie about the opinion that everyone is
wicing -~ at l2ast among the people I kmew in Hungary.®

Hespondent did not find the present boundaries of Hunpary eccaptable. Has
thought that an internationel geogrpanical amendment chould te carried
out under internsticnal comtrol and plebescite.lt is tha lesst we could
o for our minorities living outside Hungery, said raespondent.
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"The whole quostion is very important to ikm me as it is to every
Hungarian back home, The more so since treméndous netional walues
are being lost this way."
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TH: FORMATION OF PUBLIC OFINION

A-Haspondent adaltted that he has never heard about Khruschev's secret
speech to the 20th Party Congrese; ho:ever, the 20th Purty Congress
¥as commented on by the Hun arian Communist presas, according to him.

When asked what he knew about Semator McCarthy or the ur~imericsn
Activities Committee, respondent maid:

“Of courss 1 imew about him. He was in America the =iost all and out
anemy of Communism. He was quite & legendary figure back licme in
Hhingary, and the Un-American Activities Committes was closely linked
te his activities."

Regarding ths fall of Peron, respondent said: "™hila he wae a dletater,
and according intermal law thesa dictstors sooner or later fall, he
thought himself and his wife to ba demegogues ™

On Hakosi's private life, respendent had the following to sEy1

"fakosl, in private 1ife, lived and acted like a millionaire. Ha sven
went to take lesaons from & forestor to learn to hunt and to pat big
gameo In short, he livad like a peactime the head of a rich country
would live,

"We kmew that his wife was an ugly looking - 4n fsot, hiduous Hongolian
woman who speaks Hungarian."

B. Regarding the sourcos respendent drer most of his inforuation in the
last ten years in Hungary, he said that this sourcs and main source was
only the RFE - nothing else.

Ce

He did not gat news by word-of-mouth; st least, We did rot beliave it.

D. Hogarding his resding habits, resn-ndent said:

"Before anc during the war, I read regularly every dey the HAOYAH NEIZEY
I also read the most prominent literary magarines and I road many books
both foreipn and Hungearisn - the foraing fiction mostly, ‘n translation
of course. At that time, the Hunparian literature was net influsnced by
any foreign trend- fowever, the newapapsrs between 1942 snd 1945 bacame
stronly influenced by the rightest party-
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"During the last eight to ten years in Hungary, I have read
regulacly still the MAGYAR NeMBET, the same paper, and I also
read the communist dailies in my of fice. I never believed a
word the Communist press was printing because I kmew the papa:rs
to be slanted and biased, but any intelligent was able to read
behind the lines and get an idea what was really havnening.

"The mst unreliable wexm news was the foreing news as interpreted
by the Conmunistyd preas."”

When askad whether there were any reports or statistics that were
trusted or could be trusted, respondent said:

"The only part of the newspaper that I trusted and lme» to be true
was the date of the newspaper and its rame. Put maybe evan the name
wasn't true or right because after all one of the papers was called
SZABAD NEP which meens, free people, and what sort of freedom did
we have, I ask?"

"As an official Hussian translator, I hed the oppartunity to rsad
publications from the Soviet Union, but these were only scientific and
technical news magseine. The contents of these, however, were reprints
and translations from Western technical magarines and could be sasily
compared to the original ones. The texts were wsually vatersd-down to
8 great extent to primitive level of the Hussians. '

"Western publications were not allowed to come into Hunmry, and we
did not reed any with the exception, of course, as I mentioped the
Seientific magasines.

"The"proseribed"literature in Hungary was widaly read by everybody
and people like myself did not surrender the proscribed books..ve
rather hld them and handed them down froe friend to friend
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EVENTS OITSIDE HUNGARY
Ao Hegarding Kussia had the following opinion:

M"Ever since the death of Stslin some changes are occurring within the
Soviet Union, and the fight for power started at that tims. Homever,
the four top Soviet leaders hold at present powar in their hands, and
they seem to couperate. However, knowing the Hussians, it very easily
might so happen that a fight will breask out batween these Four. |
fhrushchev has the evilness of Stalin, but he has not his btrainse,

"Ihe feelings of the pesople in Russias are about the same as everywhere
else as I mantioned bafore 1 know this from the times 1 vas in Hussia
and talked with men in the sireet.

"l do not believe that gradually liberation would bring sbout a change
in Kusaia - only the revolution could, if the pecpls finslly coma to

thelir senses.

bouwrgeddas
"If Hussia had free elections, I think that “ound Wergmesddngovernment
rould be the result.

"In my opinion, the top lesders of ussia aim to achiave world dominstion

of the Sovist Union, and the slopan is"Proletariane all over the world, unite".
For this purposs, the top leaders of fTussia willingly sacrifice their own
nation, because the terrifically low living standard in tha Soviet Union

is due to B rearmament that Soviet Unlon s carrying out at top speed, #o

g2 to achieve world domination sooner than later. Only fools, don't ses or

do not want to see, the Soviet Union's sim.

"Personally the top leadars of Soviet Hussia are led by megolamsnia,

"In my opinion, the differences between the Hussian leaders and the Hungarian
top Cpnrunlsts csn be put 1like this - the Hunparian communiste are the
sarvants of the Russians.”

B.Y The relative popularity in Hungary of the othar Eestern Europesn nstions
was put in the following arder by respondent. Most populer is Foland becsuse
the Polish nation w th its love lar freedom and historiesl past, stands nearer
to the Hungrians.



-2
HLR XVI/34

"Next comes Germany, because the eastern Germana have western culture,
after nll. Bulgatia comes next becauvese Bulgaria was alwgys more or less
neutral to Hungary, and last on the list are Coechoslovakia, Homanis and
Yugoslavia. These people are not liked by theHungarians becauss Hungary
in the past had much trouble with these countries in reference to the
minority problems.”

"The prefersnces and dislikes of the Hungarians can be traced back to
the people only, bacause the govermment of tha other satellite nations
ars alike, like one egg to snother - that ia, under Soviet domination."

"It is my my belief that Comunism would be rejected by sll countries
if free elections were held thera."

"In my opinion, the highest standard of living is in Eastsrn Usrmany

for the very reason because the Hungarian food and exports are mostly

guided there by the Soviet Union; next best standard of living is in

imhnllnukh, followed by Hungery, then Poland, Bulagis, and Homania are
st."

Co Heferring to the Polish situation, respondent said:

"In my opinion, the Polish develorments are acnly transitery change, and
I do not feel that they are genuine omnes. OGomulkas is a good setor, bud
navertheless, 1 do not believe that his pollecy is a step in theright
direction. He is acting under Soviet arders; therefore, my opinion is
that Comulla will not stay long in power, because the Hussians will
eliminate him.

"In my opinion, events im Poland did affect events in Hungary. The Polish
“thaw" was contagious and was taken ae an example. 4 do not know that
any events in Poland would have affert.d Hungarian events after Uctobar,'sb.

"I also know very little about the mxm freedon of expression in Foland
bafare Gomulka's rise to power.All we heard was the news that was painted
in the Hungsrisn press and this was slapted. The Poznan riotes wers slso
reperted by the Hungarlan nuwspapers.

"By no means womld I have preferred the Hungarian revolution to take the
path of Polish lines, because the Hunga lan revolution is pomsthing quite
unigue in hlstory and it has opened the syss of the whole universe-




u-92
HL& XV1/35 (5a)

D: Hespondent's view on Tito and Yugoslavia was as follows:

"I do not know to which sxtent Tito and Yugoslavia have beean influsntisl

in Hastern Europe, but I lmow that he is a sly, double-crosser. Ha wanta
to remain a dictator and to be independent. His relationship with other
East Eurcpean nations is equally double-crossing. He is trading with
Russia, but at the same time 1s afraid for his independence; but not

of his people’s but only of his own, becsuse having been a partisan leadar,
he doss not want to become a slave of Huseja."

"At the same time, he is cheating the West and using then for his own
purpoges."

"His double-crossing attitude has been exposed during the Hungarian
revolution.”

"I do not know whether Tito is popular at sll in Yugoslavia, because I
think that the psople also is freedom loving there. But certainly he
has & clique and emong those he might be popular.”

fAs far ss I was informed, internal conditions in Yugoslavia regarding
the standard of living and labor conditions, fresedom of expression, etce,
are worse than in Hungary."

Ee In reference to the Suez situation, respondent said:

"I strongly disapprove of the Anglo-French invasion of Egypt."Hegarding the
lsraell invasion, howsver, I do not see clearly who was the sggressor. If
it was Israsl, then it was wrong."

"Egypt had no right to nationalire the canal because an international
agraement has to be respsctaed."

"I believe that events in Egypt had a very bad effect on the devalopments
in Hungary during the autumn of 1956 bacsuse of the unfortunate timing."

Fo "y impression of the living standards in Western Cermany are that
the 1libing standard is extremely high there, the highest possible in
the whole of Burope-"
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"I do not agree with the opinion that the Cermans are dangerows and may
start another war. Those paople who have fought in sscond World War
kxxs are not yet prepared to start another war."

"he re-armament of Western Germany, howaver, is justifiad, and very much
850, becauss Cearmany is the only country thet can and is keeping lussia
at bay."

"I do not know how strong the West Cerman ermy is and have no idea about
the term of service in the Vest German army. I believe that if, and ever,
Germarny would start another war, that would be against Russia, tecause
they have a very hsavy account to settls.®

When asked to compare the Cerman occupation army with the Hussian occupation
after World War II, respondent said:

"The Hungarians objected to both ocoupations, because of their national
freedom. But, on the other hand, one canmot compare the two occupation
armies, they were so completely different. The Usrmasn occoupation army
behaved decently with the civilian population, and this i» really not
what could be said shout the Hussians. The Hussisn army occupation force
was the more distasteful to me and to the whole country."

"The Oerman occupation army was far better disciplined as to both officers
and enlisted men. There did not seem to be any discipline in the Russian

.rﬂwmn

Gz "The Atlantic allianece, or NATO, to my mind l& something very sound
end necessary. Becsuse had the NATO not been established, Russia would
have already occupied Eurcps. The Nato cannot mxmxmxis sven be compared
with the Warsaw pact, becawe this is a farce. It is a fake and 1s only
an eyewash. DBesides being blackmail, too."
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“"As far as I am informsd, the British Lsbhor Farty is trying to conciliate
the classical socisl democratic ideas with ths bourgeois way of living.
To my mind, the Eritish Lsbor Party is not favorsble to Communism at gll.
After all, the Social Democratic idee is against the exploitation of

the mssesa, and the trade unions are also against Cowmunism. "
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"My impressions regarding the living standards of varicus countries
are as followa:

"I bellsve that the living standard is highest in West Cermany than in
Oreat Britain, Italy, and I have no idea as to the rest of the other
countries. I cannot even guess."

Ha HNs to what surprised respondent particularly about Anarioca during his
firet few months here, they were as follows:

"I was most surprised by the high rete of juvenile delinquency than by
the behavior of the American youth, because these two things I had no
idea 80 far. Other material and politieal things in America did not
surprise me betause I had a pretty good imowledge about it."

"I do not know what the US could do now for the people in the nations of
Eastern Europe because the actual present policy of the [Mited States
in impotent, and the resson for this I see in the shortage of trained
diplomatic personnel over here. By no means should the United States
Eive any materidl aid now to the present governments of Poland, Yugow
slavia and to Hungary, because this would only help the Sovist Union.
And I also believe that the American government should not aocknowledge

the present government of Hungary."

"People in Hungary would like to see more weatern visitors betause thia
would mean that there i2 a breach in the iron curtain. Psople who would
go to Hungary should be informed before they go not to balieve to
appearances and to try to get first hand and persomnal informaticn and
this mainly from the plain man in the street and from all social claswes.
The informante of these people could be the newest immigrants who know
the situation best.”

"Meastern books and periodicals would be much welcomed by pecple in
Hungary, and I believe that not only books, mriodicals and newspapers,
but cultural movie pictures and shorts would be very welsomed. All
these ought to be sent to the public libraries, I believe, so as to
give them the greastest possible circulation."

"I believe that it would give a very favorable imprsssion s 1f people &t
home would know that Hungarian exiles are associsted with these activities.
Because this would prove to them that the dungarian imnigrants have not
broken with their former homsland."
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/The usrshal Plan, as launched by the US in 1948, was well known to
respondent. He said:

"In Hungary, people knew that the hot bed of Communism in misery and
the low living standard, and this induced the United States to launch
the Marshal Flan 8o as to combat the spread of Communism."

"However ," respondent said, "the Marshal Flan is a very good and
beautiful theory, which costs very much the United States, 13 however .cceeesss
in proportion with the results and the expenditures."

"In 1950, America became involved in the Korean Far for “he very reasen
because she wanted to mkm put a stop to Communist aggression in the
eastern hemisphere. This attitude was clearly shown by the fact that

the United States did not, in the end, go further than the 38th parallel.”

I. "I strongly disapprove of the United &x Rations, because it does not
show any ensrgy in mwy cases where it ought to. Furthermore, T ssickwexx
believe that the charter and particularly the veto right, is somathing

which puts a check on the good intentions of some United ¥ation members.
I think that there is a great necessity that the N charter be changed.®

"I most strongly blame the United Mations for not having sent UN controlled
troops te Hungary during those three or four days when the Russians were
sitting back and waiting for the Western reaction.”

"For the above-mentioned reason, I do not see that the UN will undertaks
eny effective action for Hungary in the foreseeabls future. They are going
to bring resclutions. They are going to issus beautiful documents s but all
this will remain on paper. There is no way to make someons obay rules if
this natlon openly defies the United Nations. I believe the greatest
mistale was committed when Secretary Ceneral Hammersakjold did not take a
plane and did not fly over to Hungary im October."
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KVII. EKNORLEDOE OF AND ATTITUDES TONARD S<LECTED PERSONALITIES.

A. TWhen asked to name who in his opinion is the greatest living
Hungarian, respondent said, without hesitating, "Mindazenty, because
he willingly accepted martyrdom for remaining a good Hungarian. I
wish hs were as good a politician as good a man and courageOus a man
he 1s: Then he could be a second Kossuth.®

Bs Respondent's reactions to a number of persons were as followa:

BAGY = "To my mind, he's not a historical person. He is not
a great man. Howaver, the events of the revolution have
put him on a pedestal. He has %o make up his mind %o
be a Hungarian or & lackey of doscow. He chose the former
one, good for him."

RAJK ~ WHad been a Communist, but not a Moscowite."

GERO = "ls the most servile servant of doscow. He ig a narrow
minded, untalanted man."

KADAR = "I camnot find words to exprese my opinion on Kadar. He is
a worm, "

General BUlA KIRALY - "I never have heard Oeneral Bela Firaly mentioned
back home. The first tine I heard his name, quite
unsxpactedly, was here in the United States."

ANNA KETHLY - "Wiss Kethly is & senile old woman."

"l think that President Eisenhower is an excellent soldiar, but does not
have the necessary power to enforce his word. Furtharmaore, the president
balieves dollars to be a very good foreign secretary. However, Eissnhower
can judge only military personnel. I wish the United States would have

& second Churchill."

"The foreign policy of the lnited States must have greatly discouraged
the former British Prime UMinister Eden, and I beliave that besidss his
health this must have been also a factor in his retirement.”

"I have no idea what kind of a trade Mr. Trunan has learned, but he
certainly was not a born statesman.”

Regarding cther selected personalities, respondent said:
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UIKOYAN =~ "I cannot give any opiniom about Mikoyan because I know
too little about him."

NEHRU = "I consider him to be a fence sitter."

CHIANO FAI-SHEK =~ *"QOaneralissimo Chiang lei-Shek, es gsnerally known
in Hungery, was a very corrupt man.”

L6500 08 LU GREDRR

ROOSZVELT - '"Former President Roosevelt was being talkan a sucker by
the Russians.®

ADENAULER - “Chancellor Adensuer, on the other hand, is a firet class

statesmans 1t is very unfortunate that he ism cld.”
STALIN = "5talin was a criminal genius."
MALENKOV - “ig)enkov is the typical Russian muzsilk."
FRANCO = "Oeneralissimo Franco is the stagunchest enemy of Communism."

Bavan ~ "Bevan, of the British Lebor Farty, moatly morks to sse
his private itions succeed."

EBRUSHCHEV -~ “Ehrushchev 4s a pocket edition of Stalin, with very much
lpss brains."

HOLOTOV -~ "Molotov is @ cruel sly old fox."
OLLENHAUEH - "Ol)lenhauer would like to replace Adenausr.”

CHURCHILL - ™Minston Churchill is the greatest politicisn and stateaman
af this ﬂmtmu“
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARDS EXILES AMD EXTLE ACTIVITILS,

As "The escapees from Hungary come fram all social classea and gensrally
from quite young up till 60 years of age, The majarity of escapess camn
from the city, from Budapest, but slso from all over tha comtry.*

"Their resson for lsaving was the utter hopelessness of the futurs.”

"1 believe that people who stayed behind did so for family ressons. Also
for fear from the future."

am
"I/deeply sorry for all who stayed behind,"

"I think that people in Hungary are glad snd avprove that pecple they knew,
who are mostly their relatives gnd friends, have left the country and have
succeeded In escaping.”

"Assuming that the HKuselans still ars occupying Hungary and the people had

& chance to coms to the best, I do not believe that any more Hungarians
would come out, because in the fall of 1956, thoss who really wanted to

cona away could do so. And theore was time wmeugick enough for tham %o escapa.
Paople who stayed behind have made up their minds end ars willing to face

the consequences.”

B. Regarding Hungarian exile organizations and individuals, respondent
mentioned only the National Hungarisn Couneil, the activities of which
were knovn to him. He also mentioned Honsignor Varga snd Francis Na gy
as individuals who, according to his imowledge, were active here in
the West. Vhen handed over the list of organisations and individuals,
he had the following remarks:to maks:

"I knew that the Hungarian Natiomal Council tried to kesp the Hurigarisn
issue in the public eys and also Lo estsblish contacts and to keep them
with the leading American politiciams and political suthorities.n

In reference to individusls, respondent ssids

"I have known Monsignor Dela Varga peraonelly back home. He was the last
legal spesker of the Hungarisn Parliament. Ho was the moot preminent and
respected leader of the smallholders party who is an excellent orator.
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kwen though I hold #ak the opinion that priests should not indulgs
in politics, I believe that his clerical posiiion has meant some
autherity for the Hungarians here in the United States,."

"Francis Negy I also imow personally, and I cooperated closely with
bim while he was atill in Hungary. At that time he was an

R AN NN T R I s ar r eria ----1- “Mﬂﬂ]ft.tiﬂﬂf
the policies of the Hungarian peasants. Ha was a wise man and I most
strongly must refute all thoee derrogatory gossips that are
cinculated in comnection with him."

"I have not knom Mr. Eckhardt back home, but when I came out to the
United States I have neard that his political abilities havs bean
greatly influsnced by his= age."

"Paul Aver, as far as I have knewn him, was a prominent mambar of the
small holders' party who has been a minister of Hungary in Paris. M
is a very talented ami many-eided man."

"Sgelig, a prominent Social Democrat, while he was in Hungary after '45
was strongly fighting the entrenchment of the am public servamta at that
time, which was forcibly carried out by the Communist Farty. UInfortunately,
I have heard that ever since coming to the West, he has becone rather

pinky."

"I know of course who Charles Peyer was, but I have not lmown him
personally,.”

"I consider Nicholas Mallay to be & very talented meikhdexk politician
who in his time as prime miniater did his baat to kaep back Rungary
from all extremes.”

iSince 1 have read an article by Pleiffer here in the Unitsd States,
my opinion of him has greatly changed. In this articls, ho strongly
attacks the so-called Horthy regime. The logic on which he bases
his article is completsly wrong.!

"Bela Fabian is ome of the most sctive mambers of tha Hungarian
politiciens in exile."

"While I wes in Vienna, I have heard of someons who belongs to the
innediate retinue of Hapsburg snd who has talksd o hinm many times,
that Prince Otto is an sxtremely talented young man who has vory
reasonabla ami correct viewn, He believes it to be 2 dream to return
to the throne of Hungacy and advocates a plsbiscits for Hungary if and
aver she ias allowed o chose the kind of government the naticon wants
to have."
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"Admiral Horthy's merits are undeniable. He has saved Hungary in 1919
from the Reds and even if he conmitted some nistakes later on, this act
of his atones far everything."

C. BRespondent has not met any Hungarians who escaped to tha Vest after
1945 but who returned to Hungary later on.

Respondent said that unfortunately the Communist redsfecticn cempaign
met with some success because & few gullible people did go back.
According to respondent, the Communists started the radefection campaign
solely for anti-Western propoganda reasonn.

Ds In respondert's opinion, people in Hungery want to lmor about the
exiles, hom they sre patting on in their new homeland.

"Thia is vhat I aimx always get fron the letters I recsive from back
homa "

"What I think they must and should know, and what I am writing them
almays is that nobody can realise the degree of freedom we enjoy hars.
And this freedom is making up for everything else and for gll the
hardships we have now in the beginning. I'm quits willing to do ths
lowest of menial work here in the United States in retwm of the freedom

I'm enjoying here,”

"“As to what the exiles should do now, I feel that all Hungarian exiles,
regardleas of social, religious ar political belief, should unite in
one solid block and vork foar the Hungarian independence. This is what
all people back in Hungaryexpect us to do, and personslly 1 would like
to do the above and would like to join &n exile organization only if
this organization has thoss aims. The present constant bickering among
the different politicasl parties ls something disgusting. I belisve
that this organization, a8 I mentioned above, should be mada up by gll
exiles, all pre-revolutionary and new exiles as well, and no distinction
ehould be made as to political, religious or esocisl creed.”

Regarding the various Hungarian political partiss befors 1948, respondent
was of the opinion that Hakocel very slying and with great foresight
permitted the Hungarian politicisns to set up ad many partiss gs possible
because hs kmew that fom 1f he breaks up the Hungarian politicel partisa
in meny smller parties, the strength of the small holder party, which
was too dangerous for him, will slso Ea broken up. This wss what was
called the salami tactics by Hakocei."

Hespondent did not lmow anything about parties in exile.
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Hega#ding political parties reviewed in Hungary during ths revelution,
reaspondent said:

"0f course, immediately, at the ocutbreak of the revoelution, I joined
the small holders' party in reorganising it. We were all, as evarybody
was, hoping for liberation, and we thought it is very important that
parties be set up immediately so as te consclidate the situation."

"Whether or not groups that went into exlle previocusly should have
returned to Hungary te perticipate in the revised parties, 1 bteliswe
should have bsen decided here. Only people who hed a very clean
conscience could have returned anyway. Zut these people could have,
in a given case, helped greatly parties in Hungary."

E. "Regarding my plama for the future, I would return to Hungary
only if Hungary becomes indspendent and the Russians lesve. I would
go back home then, by all means, the more so since due to my age I
cannot egsily take roots here. And back home I could again take wp
my political work,"

"I think it is very advisable that children of Hungarian parsnts should
learn Hungarian and talk Hungarian as wall as English here in the United
Statas.n
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XIX. AUDIENCE HEACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS.

Ae "I was & regular listensr to the foreign redio stations while 1

was in Hungary. I listenad mainly, and this is the order to, to the
BBC radico, Voice of America and Hadioc Free Burope. All stations were
more or less jemmed. I listened to the Hungarian languege broadcasia

regularly svery svening, together with my family, my wifa, frisnda and
on our omn xmddmm radio.”

"Thare was no law against listening to radio broadcasts. Howaver, it
wan prohibited to 'disseminate foreign propoganda', so if you were caught
that you listened togather with cther persons, or you were giving out

the news yuu had heard, then you could be charged with politicel orimes.
This did not detar people, however, ancd everybody listsned to the

foreign radio brondcasts. TWe, peracnaelly, usually shut the radio if
pomecne was ringing st the doors”

"My preference was for the radio broadeast from the BEC bacawse thess
were the most factual ones and the misgions refrained from sll sorts

of propoganda.”

"The most accurate broadcasts ware given by the BEC. Than followed by
Voice of Azerica and Kadic Free Burope, These two last stationa, and
eppacially Radio Free Eurcpe, was inclined to indulge in too much
propeganda, and this we resented.”

"Before the revolution, however, the Hadio Fres Europe lwoadcasts have
influenced people greatly becsuse thay belisved them implicitly. Howewar,
little by little, as the years went by, they lost heart, souesscdtesyoon:
and finplly, after the revclution, they did not believe them any mure.
The disgllusionment was complete.”

URggarding the Radis Free Lurope programs, I balisve that they are no good,
So many obvious things have happensd In Hungary which could have baen used
as a wonderful propoganda weapon: If only they would have disclosed the
lise of the povermment more, It happensd very seldon that Hadlo Iree
Europe did do so and that shoms that they had the information. I believe
that people who sdited the programs can be taken responsible for this
omiszion.”

"l wholo-heartedly agrase with the opinion that Hadio Free Europe did

halp to incite the Hungarisn people by holding out promises of Western nalp:
Especinlly during the revolution; &t a time when everybody waa lintening

to the radio, people had ubtter confidenca in tha VWesi, that ther are poing
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to come to our asalstance. The/redio station at Dunapentelo even pava ths
correct location vhere the paratroopers can descend."

"Nevertheless, Hadio Frese Surope should continue to brosdeast into
Hungary, but should by no means encourages wishful dreaming in the
Hungarian nation. The radic miassions ought 4o mainly mmphasize the
truth and disclose the Communist lies, and the lies of the whols reging .

"I believe that political news and sconcuic mews should be brosdcast and
these factusl bhroadeasts would be good enough anti-Comunist oropoganda.
Frograms about 1ife in Western Kurope and mrogramse about life in the
United States 1s slso & good program-: I have alsc another idem. 1
believe that people presently at the top in Communist Hunpgary, and leading
psrsonalities of the regime ought to be characterized Uy a spscisl progrem
by giving dats, and correct data, sbout thsir 1lives, about thair ecducation,
about their background. How low they have started. What corruptions he
has taken pert in, eto. This would be, to my mind, a kind of portrait of
thse peopls, and they cught to be ridiculed, because nothing ¥kills bettar.
These portraits should bs fres fram propoganda, but very factual.®

Be Hespondent has ssen two leaflets thal were dropped into Hungary,; and
he recalled tnat they contained enti-Camunnist propoganda, most refer

to Rekocrzi'e activities. Mmenma Respondent admitted that » 89 far as he
knew, heavy psnalties were pansed on people who found lesflets and did not
submit them to the autharitiss.

Respondent was of the opinion thet Radio Free Europs comittes should drop
leaflets in Hungary only if the text of these leaflets is vall astde upe

He thinke that these pamphlaets should be written by telented paople and
in & rather satiric wey, becsuse the ridicule is tha graatest weapon' and
the best wespon to kill. Hespondent strongly emphasized that he is wery
much against wsing amateurs in such kind of g work, "Propoganda must be
made, but by professionals,"” he said.

D. In respondent's visws, the purposes of the Western groups that
broadcast and sent lesflets into Hungary were to arests an anti-Sovist
feseling in the satsllit nations, and also that these paoples should feel
that they are not forgotten by the West. Respondent, however, stressed
again:

"These groups should bgar in mind not to raise falas hopea in thesatellite
nations. I clesrly remomber one seatence & speaker of Hadio Ires Burope,
with rather a hoerse volce, uced to say ~ 'You shall be fres sconer than
you think.'"?
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"I also remember something which was very effective in Hungary, and that
was glving the names and the activities of the different Cofmunist agenta
and agents mroomwEEmEmikstENE provocsteurs and spiss., This kind of
progran item could be greatly enlarged, and I'm sure it would have a
very great effect.”
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XK. CHILD REARING ANU DISCIPLINE.

"Not having had any children of my omn, I can only give my ideas on how
children ought to be brought up. I belisve that the most fmportant thingd
a child must be taught is a strong sense of duty, then obedience to his
elders and respect toward the parents.”

"I strongly advocate discipline for children, but if nacessary, ths rod
should not be spared, however, physical punishment should not always be
used."

"I beliave that it is much easisr to educate and teach & girl than a boy."

"1 must confess that I'm shocked to see how the young people, the girls
and boys, in this country are behaving, and how much fresdom they hawve
and how low the sexual marality of those kids is. I do not understand
Wiy the educational system here has gmiex gone to the dogs. After all,
there are many wonderful and geod books on pedagogy to be cbtained ewery-
where. Why aren't thse principles followsd, after all?"

fihen asked about his own experience, how he was disciplined when he was
a4 youngster, respondent said:

"Ne hawe only lmom one way of disciplina in cur family. We were nine
kids altogether, and our father had only to look at us sternly and we
obeyed. I remember I wes in the sixth grads c¢nce and brought homes a bad
report card, Father tactfully, as always he was, celled me into his study
and he told me: ‘You know what you ara. You are a goofl-{Tor-nothing. I
am earning the momey. Your mother is working. And the only work you
have to do is to study properly. %2 And you don't even do this. TYou
ought to be ashamed of yourself.' I must admit that I cried and T was
terribly unhappy that my father despised me, and never again did T bring
home a tad report card."”

"Among the families I krew, it depended on ths fanily, on the individual,
on the child or on the parents, whether or not they punished children
who ware six years old or older."

"I do not believe,eithsr, that the disciplinary methods depend on tha
social standing of the families. I hold the belief that anybody who has
been well brought up by her or his parents, edecates and brings up his
children aleo well. Hegerdless whether he comes of a humble or batter
nriginu“
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"However, great changes have oocurred during the last 10 years, because
the education of the children wae mare or less talen out from the hande
ef the parentz, sspeclally if both parentes had to work."

"As to when physicel punishment is abandoned, or punishment in general is
abandoned, furthermors, whether ar not this varies by social class, I en
unable to tell."

"During the last 10 ysars, in the way children are disciplined during their
first eight years in school, the methods have undergone a great change
also,of course, I presume, but I cannot give any more datails since I

had no children whe went to school. T only lommxm ymow that in my times,
we respected cur teachsrs and wers strongly disciplined by them. FHowsver,
at the Priorlst Fathera school which I attended, we never wers disciplined
physically. The Friorist Fathers were well Imown pedagogues and sducated
their kids very well. After sobibcixah '45, I have heard that children were
allowed to call the teachers Comrade and hsld no respect for them. Later
on, however, tha regime realiszed that and tried, little by little, to pull
the reirs back, without much success, however, 1 imow that during the
Communiet regime, physieal diseipline wss abolished.m

When ssked what characteristics respondent valved most in a friend, he saids

"I must anewer with the words of my father, who said: 'In & friend the most
Importart is his heart and his brains.'"

"Onder Communism in Hungery, I have broken off with many of my friends
because if anybody was an opportunist and joined the Communist party for
the slightest reascons, this was emough for me to breask off with him

completely."”

"A real, true and deep friendship, however, wes welded together more undar
the Communist regime, but new friendships were not made so sanily. Pesople
did not trust anybody any more implicitly.”




